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CHAP.  Vli.     SECT.  11. 

The  religion^  government^  laws^  cuftoms^  learnings 
arty  and  commerce j  of  the  Jews* 

TH  E  inftitution  of  the  J^Jh  t-eligion  arid  common-  ^'  J«^* 
Wealth  is,  by  Mofts^  attributed  wholly  to  Gob  J  ^f^' 
for  which  reafon,  Jofgphus  Jriakes  no  fchiple  to  *^'' ***'*' 
diftinguifh  the  latter  from  all  the  other  govern- **^*'* 
ments  in  the  worlds  by  the  name  of  theocracy  *,  or  a  go^    iocraey^ 
vernment  under  the  immediate  command  and  direftion  of 
God  :  and  indeed,  though  this  theocracy  has  often  Varied 
tinder  M^fes^  Jojhua^  the  judges,  kings,  and  high-priefts, 
and  the  divme  authority  differently  interpofed  during  thofe 
revolutions,  yet  God  v/as  ftilL  looked  upon  as  the  fupreme 
monarch  of  the  Ifraelites,     We  fliallfee,  in  th^  ftquel  of 

*  Cont.  Apion.  lib.  ii. 
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their  hiftory,  that  he  was  the  fole  direftor  of  every  mo- 
mentous tranfadtion  under  AfofeSj  and  the  didator  of  the 
main  body  of  his'  lav(rs.     "Jhftma^  though  not   honoured 
fo  far  as  to    receive  the   divine    commands    from   the 
*  mouth  of  G0D9  yet  confulted  him  by  the  urim^  upon  all 
emergencies.    The  judges  Were  valiant  and  wife  men, 
whom  God  made  choice  of  to  govern  the  people,  and  to 
deliver  them,  fiom  tune  to  time,  from  thofe  thraldoms 
which  their  frequent  rebellions  brought  upon  them.     Ac- 
cordingly, when  Gideon  had  delivered  them  from  the  Mi^ 
dianitesy  and  the  people  offered  the  government  to  him, 
and  his  pofterity,  he  modfeftly  replied,  that  neither  he,  nor 
his  fons  ^,  but  the  Lord  God,  (hould*  rule  over  them. 
When,  in  procefe  of  time,  Aeir  defire  for  a  king  was 
grown  to'fuch  a  height,   that  all  SamueFs  expoftulations 
could  not  divert  them  from  it,  though  he  told,  them,  that, 
by  fo  doing,  they  rejcded  the  Lord  from   ruling  over 
them ;  God  was  pleafed    to  nominate   Saul^  and,    after 
him,  David^  to  the  regal  dignity,  and  to  make  it  heredi- 
tary in  die  pofterity  of  the  latter,  referving  to  himfdf,  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  power  of  altering  the  fucceffion  from  the 
eldeft:  to  a  younger  branch,  whenever  he  thought  fit  ;  as 
he  aftually  did  in  his  immediate  fucceflbr  Solomon.     Nay, 
we  may  fey,  that  God  himfelf,  forefeeing  that  they  would 
be  for  a  kingly  government,  did  referve  to  himfelf  the 
choice,  and  prefcribed  fome  wholfome  laws  for  the  conduct 
of  thofe  who  fhould  enjoy  the  I'egal  power '^ ;  arid  if,  at  any 
time,  either  the  kings  or  the  people  refufed  to  be  directed 
by  him,  or  difobeyed  the  laws  which  he  had  given  them, 
they  never  failed  of  fome  fevere  punifhmerit,  to'  remind 
them  of  their  dependence,  and  to  recall  them  to  their  duty. 
The  kings  of  Ijrael^  indeed,  after  their  revolt  fit)m  thofe 
of  Judah^  did  reign  more  arbitrarily ;  but  their  endeavours 
to  fliake  off  the  yoke  of  God  proved  a  fourceof  endlefs 
evils  to  the  rebellious  tribes ;  till,  at  length,  when  neither 
hisprophets  exhortations  and  threatenings,  nor  his  fevere 
judgments,  could  bring  them  to  obedience,  he  indrely  caft 
tiiem  off,  and  condemned  tfiem  to  an  endkis  captivity. 
Thus  not  only  the  kingdom  of  Judah^  but  even  that  of 
Ifraily  corrupt  and  idolatrous  as  it  was,  continued  ftill 
under  a  theocracy,  until  its  diflblution.     This  is  what  will 
more  evidently  appear  by  the  fequel  of  jdiis  hiilory. 
7hitr  A$  for  their  laws,  the  greatefl:  part  of  them  were  given  to 

Ivwt.       Mofis  on  mount  Sinai ^  and  the  reft  at  different  times^ 

^Judg.viii.  22>23,  ^  Vide  Dcut.  XTit«  r4,&ftq. 

and 
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and  as  occafion  required ;  as  we  {hall  fee  in  the  fequel. 
Whether,  therefore,  we  look  upon  them  as  the  firft  body 
of  laws  that  ever  was  compiled,  whilft  other  nations  had  not 
fo  much  as  a  name  for  a  law,  as  yo/ephus  ^  has  endeavoured 
to  prQve  againft  his  learned  ant^oniit,  from  the  writings  of 
Homer  J  the  moft  antient  writer,  in  which  die  word  nomas 
[law]  is  not  fo  much  as  once  mentioned ;  or  whether  we 
fupppfe,  with  others  S  that  the  Egyptians^  and  other  na- 
tions, had  already  laws  of  their  own,  and  that  Afofes  was 
permitted  by  God  to  mpdel  and  improve  his  own  by  them, 
by  altering  or  retaining  whatiie  liked  or  difliked,  of  which 
more  in  its  proper  place  3  it  is  plain,  that  the  greateft  part 
of  them  were  didbted  by  God  himfelf ;  and  that  the  reft 
received,  if  not  the  bft  perfection,  at  leaft  their  fan£tion  Receivi 
and  approbation  from  him.  And  indeed,  if  we  coxS\6tXj  their 
thatdiey  extended  to  all  duties,  cafes,  and  exigencies,  vAit-fanSiom 
ther  moral,  political,  or  ceremonial ;  that  the  moral  Vf^rtfrom 
to  be  of  eterxial  obligation ;  that  the  political  were  to  laft  6o»« 
as  long  as  the  Jewijb  polity ;  that  great  part  of  the  cero- 
moniaf  were  typical  of,  and  confequently  to  endure, 
at  leaft,  till  the  coming  of  the  Mfssi  ah;  if  we  coniider 
further,  that  the  prieils  and  rulers  were  to  be  no  more  than 
the  bare  guardians  of  them,  and  that  they  were  forbid,  im- 
der  pain  of  death,  and  of  the  divine  curfe,  to  add,  dimi« 
niih,.  o;:  alter,  the  leaft  part  of  them  s  it  will  be  fcaroe  cre- 
dible, that  Mofcs  would  have  given  them  fuch  a  firm  and 
durable  fan£tion,  and  backed  it  with  the  divme  authority, 
had  any  but  God  been  the  au^or  or  copfirm^  of  them. 

HowjEVEH,  our  defignisnot  to  dwell  ,here  upon  the 
difplay  of  their  excellency  above  thofe  of  all  other  nations, 
much  lefs  to  confute  all  the  empty  cavils  that  have  been 
raifed  ^inft  them.  That  has  been  already  done  by  Jofi'^ 
phusj  Ph'do^  Maimonidesy  Mofes  Gerundenjis^  and  many 
others  among  the  Jews^  but  by  a  greater  number  of  leamea 
divines,  both  of  our  own  and  other  churches ;  to  whofe 
province  it  belongs  more  particularly  ^.  We  might  indeed, 
conveniently  enough,  have  followed  their  diftiniSlioo  of 
them  into  moral,  political,  and  ceremonial,  and  fo  have 
given  the  following  body  of  them  under  thofe  three  heads  ; 
efpecially  as  fuch  ^  diftindlioa  is  generally  thought  to  be 
hinted  at  by  the  tbf  ee  different  terms  which  Mofis  makes  • 
ufe  of,  laws  or  precepU^  judgments^  vmAJiatutes  8 :  but,  if 

A  Cont.  Apion.  ibid.  *  Spencer  de  leg!  ritual.  Jad.pafll 

LeClbrc,  ilral.  ^Vide  ikter  al.  Grot.  Sildek«  Pvfp* 

CtTBnERLAND,   Gastrel,  L*Abbadib,  Cvnavm,  Basnao. 
t  Basnao.  rqmbl.  Hebi  1.  i.  c  18. 
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wc  confider,  that  Mofes  makes  ule  of  fome  other  terms 
likewife  to  exprefs  them  by,  fuch  as  ordinances,  teftimo- 
nies,  and  fome  others,  in  a  very  undcterminate  fenfe ;  that 
he  calls  the  fame  laws  fometimes  by  one,  and  fometimes 
by  another  of  thefe  names ;  and,  laftly,  that  this  diftinftion 
will  not  hold  with  refpeft  to  very  many  of  thofe  laws, 
which  are  partly  moral,  and  partly  ceremonial  and  poli- 
tical, and  fo  viceverfd;  we  fhali  have  little  ground  to 
think,  that  the  ^ewlft}  lawgiver  defigned  to  intimate  any 
fuch  diftin£lion  by  thofe  terms.  Thus  the  law  concerning 
the  feventh  day,  or  day  of  reft,  is  partly  ceremonial  and 
typical,  and  partly  moral  and  political,  as  it  was  defigned 
as  well  for  the  eafe  and  reft  of  the  labourers,  fervants,  and 
Haves,  as  for  that  of  their  mafters  '.  To  this  we  may  add 
here,  that  thefe  laws  did  likewife  differ  with  refpe<St  to 
their  obfervance  and  obligation.  '  Some  of  them,  fuch  as  y 
the  making  the  tabernacle,  altar,  fetting  up  the  bleflings^ 
and  curfes  on  mount  Ebal  and  Gerizzim^  were  to  be  ob- 
ferved  but  once  for  all ;  others  were  to  laft  no  longer  than 
the  time  of  the  Messiah,  and  others  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  When  therefore  they  are  commanded  to  obferve 
all  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  Mofes^  fome  of  which  were 
of  no  force  out  of  the  land  of  Palejiiney  the  Jews,  in  thofe 
cafes,  underftand  the  precept  not  of  an  actual  obfervance, 
but  of  a  conftant  remembrance,  and  readinefs  to  obey 
them,  whenever  they  ihall  become  in  force  again  k. 

Indeed,  as  we  are  writing  the  hiftory  of  the  y^w;x,  it 
might  perhaps  be  thought  more  proper,  that  we  fliould 
give  the  body  of  their  laws  in  the  fame  order  and  method 
in  which  they  themfelves  have  collcSed  and  digefted  them 
out  of  the  five  books  of  Mofes^  which  they  call,  by  way  of 
excellency^  Ha-thorah^  the  law  (A) ;    out  the  truth  is, 

they 

^  Confer  Exod.  xx.  9,  lo.  cum  Deut.  v.  14.  '<  Vide 

MvNST.  prasf.  in  Genef. 

(A)    This    n-^in»   ^orab,  ier,  And  be /pate }  znd  Dfute- 

or   law,    they  divide,  as  we  rowmy   ca^nnn  ni>bi»  ^^^<?- 

d^,  into  five   books,    which  eadevarim,  Thefe  are  the  words, 

they  call  by  the  firft  words  Thefe   five  books,  or  penta- 

of  each :  thus,  they  call  Genefis  teiuh,  are  a|pin  fubdivided  into 

n^U;M"M -^^^'Vit,  that  is,  in  54nW^B  par^oih,  or  fcc- 

the    beginnittg ;    Exedus  they  tions,  of  unequal  lengths,  ac- 

c^ll   niou;  nbvk    Eliefiemoth,  cording  to  the  fubjedt;  fo  that, 

Thefe  are    the  names  j   Levi-  by  joining  two  of  the  fhorteft 

iicus  >i^n^i  Fajikra,   And  be  together,  they  read  the  whole 

€aliedi  Numbers  -^nn^i*  Vajdab*  law  once  a  year.    The  gpncra- 

lity 
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they  have  jumbled  them  fo  together^  .without  order  or  me- 
thod, and  blended  them  fo  with  thofe  which  they  pretend 
were  delivered  by  God  to  Mafes^  and  convcyci  by  oral 
tradition  (B),  that  our  readers  would  be  rather  confe^inded 
than  inftrud^  by  them.  Thofe  who  are  willing  to  be  fur- 
ther 


lity  of  the  Jews  attribute  thefe 
divilioosy  and  the  conftitution 
of  reading  them  on  the  fabbath, 
to  Mofes  i  but  the  Chriftians, 
with  more  probability,  to  Ef- 
iras  (i)  ;  from  whom  it  was 
continued  even  to  the  times  of 
the  apoftlesy  if  not  longer  (^2). 
The  firft  farapa  reaches  from 
Gen,  i.  i.  to  Gen.  vi.  9.  and 
b  called  Berejhith :  the  fecond 
reaches  to  Gen,  xii.  i.  and  is 
called  ni3  Noach,  from  Noah 
being  the  chief  perfon  men- 
tioned in  it :  the  third,  which 
reaches  to  Gen.  xviii.  is  called 
•^^  -j^  Lek  LeJta,  go  thy  mjays, 
^m  the  command  of  God  to 
Abraham  to  go  out  of  his  na* 
tive  land  ;  and  foof  the  reft. 

(fi)  To  the  written  kw  the 
Jews  do  add  the  oral  one^ 
which,  they  pretend,  was  alio, 
given  by  Goo  to  Mofist  during 
his  abode  on  mount  Sinai. 
For  firft,  they  thhik  it  ab- 
foxd  to  fuppoie,  that  he  fpent 
all  that  long  interval  of  twice 
forty  days  in  the  bare  wri- 
ting of  the  written  law,  for 
which  leis  than  one  quarter  of 
that  time  was  more  than  fuf- 
iicient.  They  afirm  therefore, 
that  he  was  taken  up  all  the 
reft  of  that  while  in  learning 
the  oral  Uw  bv  heart,  whic£ 
he  afterwards  did  care6il)y  de- 
Hver  by  word  of  mouth  to  Ad- 
ron^  to  EUastar^  and  to  his  fer^ 


vant  Jojhua^  and  thefe  to  the 
feventy  elders  ;  from  whom  it 
pafTcdto  all  the  prophets;  the 
three  laft  of  whom,  Haggai^ 
Zecbariaby  and  Malacbi^  de* 
livered  it  to  the  grand  fanhe- 
drin ;  from  whom  the  wife  men 
of  Jerufalem  and  Babylon  re- 
ceived it.  Thus  they  affirm, 
that  this  oral  law,  given  to 
MofeSi  was  jtraniinittod  from 
one  generation  to  another,  in- 
tire  and  uncorrupted,  under  the 
name  of  Tt>'^  ctMalab^  esat 
tradition,  which  wa3  after- 
wards committed  to  writing 
by  ieveral  hands,  in  that  vo» 
lame  which  they  call  the  7aU 
mudy  confifting  of  two  parts* 
the  Mijbnab  and  Gemarrah ;  to 
which  they  give,  by  &r,  the. 
preference  with  ftfped  to  the 
written  books;  whence  that 
faying  of  theirs,  the  Mik4ajb^ 
or  Old  Teftament,is  like  water, 
the  Mijhnah  like  wiue,,  an4 
the  Gemarrah^  more  plain 
and  perfect,  like,  hifpocras^ 
or  the  richeft  of  wines,,  For 
they  add,  fecondly,  that  the 
obicurity  qf  the  widtten  laW|^ 
Its  feemipg  inconflftency  in 
feveral  r^fpefls,,  ai^d  the  ill  ufQ 
whic)i  Qqd  forefaw  would  be 
made  of  it  by  the  wicked,  ren^t 
d^red  the  oral  one  very  iie- 
ce(&ry,  lince,.  without  it^  the 
other  would  have  proved 
in  many   rerpe6b    ufelefs,   if 


{i)  Vide  Fachburfi  mazar^b,  ff*f^-  dg  ^arajtab, 
*"*• '5>  ^  *7»  *v«  ^*» 

'^  B  J 


(t)  Vide  Aa% 
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iher  fatisfied  with  refpeft  to  this  fubjcfl:,  may  fee 
the  abridgment  which  Munfter  has  given  us  of  them, 
and  of  the  Jiwijh  comments  upon  them,  with  his  vef- 
fion  of  each,  as  he  has  coUeftcd  them  from  tfieir  Tal- 
mud, and  other  rabbinic  works.  We  fhall  therefore  only 
add,  that  they  acknowlege  no  odier  divifion  of  thefe  laws, 
but  into  negative  and  affirmative  (C),  in  imitation  of  the 
decalogue,  which  not  only  begins  with  three  negative  laws, 
but  contains,  in  all,  eight  of  that  kind,  and  but  two  af- 
firmative. Accordingly,  they  reckon  up  the  negative  laws 
to  the  number  of  365,  and  the  affirmative  to  248  ;  in  all, 
613  :  and  as  they  have  a  wonderful  (kill  in  fetching  fomc 


not  dangerons.    Thefe  learned 
gentlemen,  who  love  to  call 
themfelves  Merabtzi-hatbora^ 
fixers  or  givers  of  reft  to  the 
law»  have  taken  a  deal  of  pains 
to  find  oat  fandry  inftances  of 
pretended  inconiiftency  and  ob- 
scurity,   which  we  ihall  not 
trouble  our  readers  with,  fince 
they  are  but  mere  trifles,   in 
comparifon  of  thofe  which  we 
meet  with  in  the  Talmud,  and 
its  learned  expofitors ;  through 
which  there  reigns  fuch  a  con- 
tinued chain  of  obfcurity,  con- 
tradidlion,  and  inconfiftency,  to 
fay  nothing  of  their  fabulous 
dreams,  as  almdf!  quite  darken 
the  plain  text  of  that  divine 
lawgiver  (3)  :  for  this  reafoh 
we  Ihall  not  fpend  any  more 
time    in  confuting  this  vain 
pretence   of  theirs,   nor   the 
abfnrd    and    fabulous    com- 
ments with  which  it  is  fluffed, 
but    (hall    content   ourfelves 
with  giving    itow-and-then  a 
Ihort  SKctch  of  them,  in  a  note, 
as  we  go  on  With  the  body  of 
their  laws,  as  well  when  they 
are  judicious  and  right,  as  when 
^eyarefuperftitious  or  wrong. 


and  deferving  of  the  cenfure 
which  our  Saviour  paft  upon 
them,  that  thty  had  made  the 
njoord  of  God  of  none  effeii  by 
their  tradition  ( 4) . 

(C)  Thefe  they  divide,  ac« 
cording  to  the  genius  of  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  into  command- 
ments, thoujbalt^  QT  Jhalt  not 
do^  or,  as  we  rightly  render  it, 
negative  and  amrmative;  con* 
cerning  which  they  make  this 
difference,   that  if  a  man  fm 
againfl  the  latter,  it  will  be 
forgiven  him  upon  his  repent- 
ing,   or  doing    fome  penance 
for  it;  whereas  he  that  iai% 
Siigainfl  a  negative  precept  can- 
hot  be  cleared  by  any  ads  of 
repentance,  but  continufss  un- 
der the  guilt  of  it  until  the  day 
of  expiation,  at  which  time  it 
will   be    forgiven.     He  that 
commits  a  fin  worthy  of  death 
cannot  be  fufficiently  cleared 
on  the  expiation-day,  or  by  any 
thing  but  by  God*s  fevere  cha- 
fiifements ;  but  as  to  thofe  that 
pro&ne  or  blafpheme  the  name 
of  God,  nothing  can  expiate 
their  fin  but  their  beiAg  put  to 
death  for  it. 


(3)  VtdeMaimou,  pr^fat,  in  Mifin»  Biufift. prafat,  in  Mitwotb'hsth^ra, 
Cun,  BafttM^,  ^  a/,  (4]  AUtt,  xxiiii  H«  &  ^>^^  ^ii*  ^h  ^  ^^*^' 

fignificant 


C  VIL        t^  tbt  Babylonifh i^apfhtty. 

Hgnificant  myfteries  out  of  every  text  and   fubjcft,  they 
have  not  failed  to  apply  the  firft  number  to  the  days  of  die 
year,  and  the  fecond  to  the  number  of  parts  in  an  human 
bcdy  ;  and  to  affirm,  that  God  defigned  thereby  to  incul* 
catc,  that  not  a  day  of  our  life  ought  to  pafs  without  me- 
ditating upon  this  law  of  God,  nor  any  member  of  our 
bodies  be  enjoyed,  which  is  not  confecrated  and  employed 
in  his  fervice ;  according  to  that  faying  of  Ecdeficiftes^  Fear 
God,  and  ke^  his  commandments  ;  for  that  is  the  whole 
[duty]  of  man,     Thefe,    and  all   fiich-like   moralizing 
reveries,   they  have  drawn  from   their  Cabbala,  or  oral 
tradition,    of  which   we  have    given  an    account  in  a 
late  note :  however,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  their  Caraites^ 
^  wife  and  antient  feft  among  them,  did  always  rejeft  it, 
and  applied  themfelves  wholly  to  the  plain  meaning  of  the 
text ;  but  thefe  are  few  in  comparifon  of  the  reft,  and  mor- 
tally hated  by  them ;  the  reader  may  be  convinced   of  it 
by  one  inftatice  among  a  thoufend.     The  Caraites  are  all 
very  rich,  and  as  they  are  often  at  a  lofs  for  a  wife  among 
themfelves,  they  would  gladly  purchafe  one,  at  any  rate, 
from  their  brethren  the  1  alraudifts  ;  byt,  a$  well  as  thefe 
Jove  money,  they  never  could  yet  be  perfuaded  to  give  one 
of  their  daughters  to  any  of  them,  though  ever  To  rich, 
and  themfelves  ever  fo  indigent  (C), 

But 

(C)  Bat  here  it  will  be  ne-  it ;   which  (enfe,  they  aJHrm, 

ceflary  to  obferve^i  that,  though  has  been  conveyed  to  them  fron^ 

this  Jewi/h.  Cabbala,  or  oral  Mo/es  by  the  prophets,  not  by 

tradition,  is  jdflly  reje^ed  by  an  human  tradition,  but    by 

all  the  Chnftians,     as  being  diving  infpiration,  as  being  very 

^led  with  the  moft  carnal  and  diferent,  if  not  dire^ly  con- 

ridiculous  notijons,  yet  there  is  tra^y  to  the  obvious  and  literal 

another  Cabbahi,    which  has  one:     Thi^»    they    think,   is 

been  received  by  fbme  of  thp  plain  from  th^  interpretation 

antient  fathers,  and  is  to  this  which  fome  of  the  evangelifts, 

day   firenuoufly    defended  by  particular!/  St.  Matthe*w,  as 

aany  learned  moderns.  This  well  as  St,  PaiU^  give  of  feve* 

they  call,  by  way  of  diflindlion,  ral  prophecies  quoted  by  them^ 

Kabbla,  or  receftioni    and  it  particularly   thofe  which    the 

^nrains  that  myilical  (enfe  6f  reader  is  r^rred  toio  the  mar* 

the  Old  Teftaiiient,  in  whi^«  gin  (i),  in  a  fefife  fo  foreign 

it  is  pretcndedj^die  writenof  the  n-om  the  literal,  tliat  it  cannot. 

New  underflMxl  and  expUdn^d  in  their  oj^iony  be  j[ufiified|| 

(i)  Mat,  ii.  15,  17,  53.      Rom,  x.  6,^  feq.  comf>.  ^itb  Deut,  xxx..  iz^ 
0ad£/hty*  31*  noith  Gen,  ii.  24.      Uehr,  ii.  6.  'witb  P/1  viM.  4.  &  al. 

?  4  V(\thQU> 


g  He  Hificry  cf  the,  Jw».  B.  !• 

But  !•  return  to  the  written  laws  :  we  (hall  endeavour 
to  range  the  main  body  of  them  under  fuch  diftind  heads 
and  claiTes  as  fhall  give  our  readers  a  clear  idea  of  them  ; 
and,  to  avoid  prolixity,  we  (hall  take  the  liberty  to  abridge 
fome,  and  to  omit  thofe  that  are  either  of  fmall  confequence, 
or  whofe  deiign  is  not  fi^fficiently  underftood.  For  the  fame 
jreafon  we  (ball,  in  as  few  words  as  may  be,  fubjoin  to. 
every  law  the  ceremonies,  cu(loms,  and  ufages  that  relate 
to  it,  as  well  oh  the  account  of  the  immediate  connexion 
they  have  to  one  another,  a^  becaufe  the  latter  are  often 
explanatory  of  the  former ;  that  fo  the  reader  may,  at  one 
view,  have  a  complete  fyftem  of  the  yewijh  laws,  religion, 
government,  manners,   and  cuftoms,   as  they  all  (lowed 
ffoni  the  (ame  djvine  original.     As  fgr  the  laws,  they  ge- 
nerally run  in  the  ftyle  of  the  (\ve  or  (^x  following  ones ; 
which  we  give  only  as  a  fpecimen. 

l^a^s  iigaift/i  idolatry^  and  for  the  pure  worjhip  of 

the  only  true  God. 

laws       TT  H  O  U  (halt  have  no  other  gods  before  or  befides  me  *. 
againfi      '^    Ye  (hall  not  profane,  or  t^c  in  vain  (D),  but  hallow, 
»  idoUury.   Gop's  holy  name  ?>• 

1  Sxod.  XX.  3.  «  Exod.  XX.  7.   Lcvit.  xvii.  32,  &  al. 

without  having  f  ecourfe  to  thb    great  lengths  in  that  way,,  that 
Chriftian  Kabbla,  as  they  term    Origen,  learned  as  he  was,  has 
it.     Jt  is  foreign  to  our  pur-    made   himfelf  ridiculous   by 
pofe  tQ  e]()ter  into  the  merits  of    tkem  1  and  St.  Jerom  and  Au^ 
this  qui^oQ,  which  hat  been   fiin,  Aough   more  moderate 
fo  lately  and  fo  learnedly  cte*    than  he,  luive,  in  many  cafes, 
bated  by  the  writers  for  and    overihot  the  mark  (i). 
againft  the  acooinpliihmei^t  of       (D)  That  is,  as  the  7^^'^ 
literal  frofbecyl     .  All  tha^    underftand  it  rightly  enough, 
we  ihall  venture  to  (ay  fiirther    by  giving  it  to  idols,  as  Aaron 
is,  that,  if  fuch  a  myftical  an4    did,  when  he  called  the  molten 
primary  fen(e  be  admitted,  it    calf  the   gods  that    brought 
muft  be'confined  to  the  writers    Ifrael  out  of  l^gypt^    This  is 
of  thfi  New  Tefiament ;  who,    one  of  thofe  (ins  which  they 
beiides    their    being  inspired,    think  cannot  be  expiated  but 
could  prove  their  interpreta-    by  the  death  of  the  nnner;  and. 
tions  by  mirades:    for  it  is    &r  which  ^ar^flr  mud  have  un- 
plain,  that  fome  of  the  primi-    dergone  that  fate,    had    not 
tive  Withers   have  gone  fuch    M^ti  interceded  for  him. 

(i)  Fide,  inter  al,  Hitron,  in  Matt,  zxvii.  ji.      Vide  Bafiag,  ex  Ctauro^ 
Bheftffgrd,  o^.pbihl(^.  &  al.  VideMunfi,  H  WD  Hlinn  niiyO. 


q.  VII.        t0  thi  Bttbylomlh  Caftkity. 

Ye  {hall  utterly  4cilroy  a)l  the  idols,  altars,  groves,  and 
ill  other  monuments  qS  Canaanittjh  idolatry  ». 

Ye  (hall  not  tempt  the  Lord  your  God  (A),  as  ye  did 
iidie  wildemefso. 

Ye  fliall  make  no  image  or  reprefentation  of  GoD,  from 
^he  likenefs  of  the  celefti^,  or  of  the  terreftrialy  or  aqua* 
ic  bodies  P. 

Ye  ihall  not  bow  down  nor  worffaip  any  kind  of  idol  9. 

WHOSOEVER  enticeth  another  to  comnut  idolatry,  fhall 
')e  ftoned  as  foon  as  convi£led  of  it^ 

The  fpoil  of  a  city  doomed  to  anathema  ihall  not  be  favcd 
upon  any  account,  but  be  publicly  burned.  The  inhabitants 
i}f  it  (hall  be  put  to  the  fi^rd,  and  the  place  fhall  be  no 
.nore  rebuilt^  but  continue  an  heap  for  ever  <  (B). 

The  filver,  gold,  and  other  pr^ious  ornaments  be- 
bnging  to  idols,  fhall  not  be  turned  to  advantage,  but  be 
ieftroyed  with  the  utmoft  abhorrence  ^ 

Whosoever  facrificeth  his  feed  to  Mohch^  whether 
\t  be  an  Ifraelite^  or  a  fojourner  in  the  land,  (hall  be 
ftoned  to  death  m  (G]. 

n  Deut.  xii.  2,  &  feq.  ®  Dent.  vi.  i6.  p  £xod.  xx.  4* 
Deut.  iv.paC  &  v.  8.  'Exod.  xx.  5.    Deut.  v.  9,  &  alib. 

'  Deut.  xiii.  1 ,  &  feq.  k  alib.  paiT.  •  Ibid.  ver.  1 5,  &  feq. 

»Ibid.  vii.  25,  26.        «  Levit.  xx.  2. 

(A)  This  precept  they  the  proliibltion  of  turning  any 
cnderftand  of  tboie  who  of  the  fpoil  to  their  adk 
ferve  God  pnly  in  hopes  of  vantage  in  fb  ftn£l  a  ienfe,  that 
fome  temporal  advantage ;  they  thought  it  even  unlawful 
which  they  look  upon  as  a  to  fit  undor  the  fhade  of  any  of 
ieiler  kind  of  idolatry.  their  trees.    But  it  ia  ]^n, 

(B)  What  is  here  commanded  that  this  great  averfion  to  idola* 
coiic^rning  the  deftroying  of  try^  and  idolatrous  things,  did 
all  the' monoxnents  of  idolatry,  not  ihew  icfelf^  till  they  had 
:he  ^ews  underHood  only  of  feverely  fmarted  for  their  too 
thofe  places  which  became  great  propenfity  to  it  under  the 
theirs  by    conqueil^     beyond  BahyioniJ^t^^xWity, 

which  the  command  did  not  *  (C)  Thereare  feveral  more  to 
-  extend  ;and  as  to  the  idolatrous  the  fame  purpofe  interfperied, 
(ities^  they  affirm  that  they  and  often  jepeated,  in  the  four 
Were  firfl  of  all  to  forewarn  lad  books  oHMofes ;  which  we 
them  s  and,  if  they  forfook  need  not  dwell  longer  upon, 
their  idolatry 9  they  were  to  be  Of  the  fame  nature  are  alfo 
rpared  ;  but;  if  they  perfifled,  thofe  which  forbid  all  com* 
ihey  werc^  then  to  bedeHroy-  nierce,  intercourfe,  contra^ing 
U.    They  likcwifc  undcrflood    of  affinity  with  idolatrous  na< 

tions. 


vy 


Itbe  Wfiory  of  the  |e\wi 


Rl 


Pejitive  laws  eonarning  the  worfl>ip  of  the  only  trut 

God. 

Laws       ^TT  H  a  T  the  Lord,  who  delivered  his  law  from  mouHt 
concerning  ^    Sinot^  is  the  only  God  in  heaven  and  earth  *>  (H). 
tbi  true        Th  AT  he  alone  is  to  be  loved  with  all  one's  heart,  n\ind| 
nuorflfip     and  ftrength  P ;  that  he  only  is  to  be  feared  above  all 
#/*Gop.   things  <J,  and  his  name  to  be  fanftified.  That 

^  Exod.  XX.  !•    Dcut.  vi.  4.    « lb.  vcr.  5.     ^  lb.  ver.  1 3. 


tions,  and  all  kind  of  imitation 
of  their  ways,  left  they  fhould 
infenfibly  draw  them  into  their, 
idolatries :  of  the  fame  kind 
were  thofe  which  condemned 
the  ufe  of  familiar  fpirits,«» 
inchantments,     obferving     of 
times  and  omens  (i),  divina- 
tioniy  reforting  to  wizards  and 
ibecromancers,    and  fuch-like, 
imder  pain  of  death  (a) ;  as  alfo 
the  rounding  of  the  comers,  er 
temples,    of  the   head,  ^  and 
marring  the  corners  of  their 
beards,  cutting  their  flefh,  or 
making  any  marks  upon  it  (3), 
lor  the  fake  of  the  dead ;  and 
lafily,  the  promifcuous  ufe  of 
lipparel  in  either  fex,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  Canaanites  (4J. 

(H)  This  precept  in  one 
place   (5)  begins  thus:  you; 

Hear^  O  Ifraeli  the  Lord  our 
Gon,  the  Lord  [is]  onei'^ 
where  it  is  obferved,  that  the 
y  ain  in  the  firfl,  and  the  n 
Metb  in  the  laft  word,  are 
majufcula,  or  letters  of  a  larger 
fize  than  the  reft.  Whether 
they  were  originally  written  in 
that  manner,    as   containing 


feme  important  myftery,  as  the 
Jenus  pretend,  or  whether  al* 
tered  afterwards  by  accident, 
or  with  defign,  is   not  eafy  to 
determine :  fure  it  is,  they  not 
only  urge  it  at  an  unanfwerable 
argument  againft  the  Chriftian 
dodrine  of  the  Trinity,  but 
from  too  literal  an  interpreta- 
tion of  the  verfes   following, 
they  wore  thefe  words  written 
on  parchment  about  them,  as 
bracelets  and   frontlets  ;    and 
placed  them   at   their   bed% 
doors,  &r.  juft  as  it  is  there 
prefcribed.     Same  antient  fa-, 
thers  (6)  were  of  opinion,  thu 
this  had  been  conftantly  prae- 
tifed  from  Mo/es  till  after  our 
Saviour's  time,  and  that  he 
wore  them  himself;    thougli 
upon  what  foundation  is  har4 
to  guefs.     Lightfoot  and  others 
believe,  that  they  were  ufed 
in  our  Saviour's  time  (7)  \ 
andSt.^^r^/v  aftures  us,  that 
they  were  fo  in  his ;  and  thai; 
.  thofe  who  did  not  wear  them 
upon    their     foreheads   were 
efteemed  irreligious  (8).  How- 
ever that  be,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  their  fupei- 


(j)  truU,  xix.  a6,  31,  B  ^^'*»  W  ^^^*'  ^'^^  9i  ^  f^'  (s)  ^«""'- 
xix,  27,  tr  /ff .  (4)  D^ut.  xxil  S*  ^^-  (5)  i^*«'-  vi.  4.  (6)  Ortg.  Cbnfifi. 
Bieron,  Eupbym,  in  Matt,  xxiii.  (7)  Lightfoat,  Sealtger,  MaUm,  &  al, 
(8]  Hieron,  in  Matt*  xziai*  vidM  &  Tbeffbytaff,  in  ipc 

'5  ftition 


C.  VII.        to  ihe  fiabylomih  Captivity. 

fiidon  in  this  refpe<El  has  dill    anity  feem  to  have  provrd  the 


II 


gansd  groond ;  thi»  is  plain^ 
£rom  the  many  fcrupulous 
niceties  which  they  are  bound 
|o  obferve  in  the  makings  wri- 
tlng,  and  calling  of  the^  phy* 
ladteries  (i). 

This  verie,  whidi  they  call 
^tjS^emah,  from  the  firft  word 
of  it,  they  are  like  wife  obliged, 
by  an  exprefs  command  in  the 
oral  law,    to  repeat  twice  a 


contrary  from  their  moft  an- 
tient  writings  (3) ;  but,  as 
profelytes  are  always  fafpeded 
of  being  .  over-^zealous,  there 
have  not  been  wanting  fome 
eminent  ChriHians,  who,  after 
a  mature  examination  of  their 
evidence,  have  confirmed  it,  as 
we  think,  beyond  all  poffibility 
of  replying.  We  fhall  iingle 
only  one  from  among  thofe 


day ;  that  is,  in  the  morning    many,  not  only  as  he  was  verjr 
at  funrifing,  and  in  the  even-    well  veriedin  this  kind  of  learn- 


mg  jaft  as  it  is  fet.  There  is 
like wiie  a.  great  deal  offuper- 
Aitious  traih  prefcribed  in  the 
TUraud,  about  the  repeating 
of  the  words  }  the  eyes,  lips, 
and  lingers,  maftbe  ftill,  that 
the  mind  may  be  wholly  intent 
upon  the  words ;  fome  letters 
are  to  be  pronounced  iwiftly^ 
and  others  fiowly ;  no  ordure, 
or  dead  caraafe,  o«gbt  to  be 
nearer  the  place  where  the  j>er* 
6m  repeats  it  than  four  cubits 
at  kaft,  and  then  he  is  to  turn 
his  bade  to  it;  bat^  if  the 
pfau:e  will  not  permit  foiCh  a  di- 
flttoe,  theordursis  thentobe 
oorered  np,-  and  the  eyes  kept 
itom  it,  and  a^eatdid  more 
tQthe  fame  purport  (2)>  whidi 
it  wtere  needlefs  to  dwell  longer 
upon.  However,  iince  they 
urge  this  text  Uj  ftrednonfly 
ag^unft  she  Chriflians,  we  ihall 
htg  leave,  before  we  difmifs 
tbu  note,  to  examine  whether 
the'  antient  Jrws  understood 
It  in  the  fiune  fenfe  as  the  mo- 
dems do:  ^nne  learned  con- 
verts from  Judaifm  toChriflx« 


ing,  butbecauie,  as  he  was  not 
a  prieft,  bet  a  ftatefman,  he 
may  be  lefs  fufpe6ted  of  par « 
tiality;  we  mean  the  great 
PhiHppes  de  Ahmey  (4),  who^ 
among  other  antient  aathors, 
quotes  rabbi  Simon  hen  Johat^ 
who,  in  iiis  ZohaiT^  a  book,  by 
th&Jewsj  acknowleged  to  have 
been  written  before  the  Tal- 
mudyif  not  before  Christ  (5)9 
qnotesthe  expofition  of  rafabiil^ 
lay  of  this  text,  to  this  purport ; 
that  Ae  firfk  rw7\^  Jehovah, 
Which  is  the  incommunicable 
name  ofGoi>,  is  the  Father  ;by 
O^rhifiiEMfm  is  meant  theSoBy 
who  is  the  fountain  of  all  know* 
lege ;  hnd  by  the  fecond  n^*1> 
is  meant  the  Holy  Ghoft,  pro* 
ceedingfrom  diem,  and  be  is 
called  *inb^  Acbady  one,  be* 
cauie  Gob  is  one.  Bba  adds, 
that  this  myilery  was  not 
to  be  revealed  till  the  coming  of 
the  Messiah.  The  author  of 
the  Zohar  goes  on,  and  apfdieth 
the  word  hfyy  which  is  thrioe 
repeated  in  ^  vifion  of  Ifaiab 
(6)  to  the  three  Perfons  in  the 


(t)  Vide  Leon,  de M^den,  carem<m,  Judi  part,  i.  c.  12.  (2)  VideWvttorCi 

verf,  cftke  Mijhnab^  fuh  voc,  Shemab.  (3)  ^/Vj,  inter  aL  Raymsnd, 

Marttn,  pugtQJidei^faff,  ii)  Avertfffement  aux  Juifi,  e.  %,    yide,fi 

htiet,  Meyer  theology  de  myfier .  Trinit.  Haveman,  Jooden  Vegb  IVyzer,  &  at, 
{$)  VideBmstt,  fen,  ^berhd,  in  «0r.  "IHT  ^fbar,  Mart$lQC,&  JToilf.  bihS" 
SMi  ra^iifh  (6)  Cb,  ti.  3.  ^  . 

Deity. 


12  The  Hifiory 

Deity,  whom  he  elfewhere 
calls  three  funs,  or  lights,  three 
fovereigns— without  beginning, 
and  without  end. 

It  mufl  be  owned,  that  the 
genuinenefs  of  this  paflage  is 
diiputed  by  the  Jews,  as  well 
as  the  authority  and  antiquity 
of  the  book  itfeif  by  ibme  Chri- 
ftians  (i) ;  but,  as  to  the  firll, 
it  is  known,  that  they  make 
no  icruple  of  denying  all  that 
snakes  againft  them,  and  that 
where  they  dare  not  do  it,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  the  facred  wri- 
tings, they  will  manifeftly  per* 
vert  the  fenfe,  and  appeal  to 
the  oral  law ;  and  as  for  the 
ChrifUans,  it  is  to  be  feared 
they  are  all  too  apt  to  be  par- 
tial to  their  fevourite  fyftems, 
and  to  overihoot  the  mark  on 
both  fides.  However,  though 
it  is  out  of  our  province  to 
enter  any  further  into  the  con* 
UQVttiy^  how  hx  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity^  was,  or 
or  might  be,  known  to  the 
antient  Jenjos^  from  Several 
places  of  the  Old  Tcfiament, 
urged  aj^ft  them;  yet  we 
beg  leave  to  make  aa  obier* 
^  vation  or  two  out  of  thiir  Tal- 
mud, which  icem  tomake  very 
much  againft  them,  becaufe 
they  iiave  not  yet  been  taken 
notice  of  by  any  author  that 
we  know  of.  There  is  one 
fedlion  in  it  (x),  written  dia- 
logue-wife, in  which  are  fe- 
veral  quellions ;  as  firft,  why 
the  names  of  God,  Elohim, 
ZaboBthf  &C.  are  in  the  plural 
number  ?  and  fecondly,  why 
Chey  are  joined  to  verbs  in  the 


of  the  JtfWS  B.  L 

fingular?  [thus,  for  inftance^ 
the  firft  verfc  of  Gitiefis  fays^ 
Elohim  bara^  where  God  is  in 
the  plural,  and  created  in  the 
fingular,  which  our  divines 
have  applied  to  the  Trinity  in 
Unity]:  and  thirdly,  why 
God  fpeaks  in  fome  places  in 
the  plural  number  ;  as.  Let  us 
make  man^  &c.  in  our  image, 
&c.  (3)  ?  Now  it  is  plain, 
that  to  all  thefe  quellions,  or 
rather  objefiions,  the  Talmud 
gives  us  no  anfwers  but  what 
are  plainly  illufory  (4),  and 
fuch  as  the  compilers  would 
mod  probably  have  fupprefTed, 
as  well  as  the  queilions,  had 
they  not  defigned  thereby  to 
make  a  kind  of  a  tacit  acknow- 
legement,  that  thefe  irregular 
expreflions  contained  fome 
myflery,  which  they  did  not 
think  lawful  to  divulge.  This 
was  the  reafon  why  a  learned 
rabbi  (5),  who  was  feverely 
charged  with  having  betrayed 
the  myfteries  of  his  religion, 
becaufe  the  flreightnefs  oJF  his 
circumftances  had  forced  him 
to  acoept  of  the  generous  offer 
from  a  Roman  cardinal,  of  a 
large  falary  for  teaching  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  protel^ 
among  other  things,  which 
he  urges  in  his  own  vindica- 
tion, that  he  had  never  fo  much^ 
as  explained  the  firft  verie  of 
Genejis, 

But  what  will  convince  our 
readers,  that  this  was  the  cafe 
of  the  writers  of  the  Talmud, 
is  the  anfwer  that  is  given  in 
the  chapter  above  quoted,  to 
the  queftion,  why  the  throne 


(1)  VidcWnlf,  bihliot.  rabbin,  N  ©  xiyc  f.  1x34,  6f /^.  (2)  rraSi. 

Sanbtdrin.        ^3)  Gtn,  u  26,  iii.  21.  @  alib.  (4)  Vide  fyp,  p,  10,  ia  the 

mtcs,  (5)  £liai  Levit.  vide  fr^f.  ejufd.  in  grammat,  Hebraic* 

of 


C.  VII.         to  the  feabylonilh  Captivity. 

«  That  they  fhall  engrave  his  laws  in  their  hearts ;  dili- 
gently teach  tjiem  to  their  children  and  grandchildren ; 
and  wear  them  for  a  fign  upon  their  head,  as  frontlets  be- 
tween their  eyes ;  and  write  them  upon  the  gates,  pofts, 
and  other  parts  of  their  houfes  ^ . 

That  they  fhall  circumcife  their  hearts  as  well  as  their 
flelhg  J  and  be  no  more  rebellious  to  him,  but  ferve  him 
fincerely,  cleave  unto  him,  and  fwear  by  his  name  alone  *• 

That  the  whole  law  (hall  be  read  by  the  priefts  to  all 
the  people,  men,  women,  and  children,  every  feventh 
year,  at  the  feaft  of  the  tabernacles  s  and  the  fubftance 
of  it  {hall  be  learned  by  heart  by  every  Ifraelite  ;  and  that 
every  king  of  Ifrael  mall  be  obliged  to  write  a  copy  of  it 
with  his  own  hand,  from  that  which  was  by  Mofes  com- 
mitted to  the  cuftody  of  the  LeviteSy  in  order  to  be  con- 
ftantly  read  and  obferved  by  him^. 

That  all  bleflines  (hall  be  thankfully  acknowlegcd  to 
come  from  God,  and  punilhments  inflifted  by  him  fub- 
miffively  received,  as  fatherly  chaftifcments,  or  trials  of 
their  obedleiKe^. 


«3 


«  Deut.  vl.  6, 7.        ^  Ibid.  6—9.  k  Exod.  ix.  16.     z  Deut, 
X.  16,  &  alib.  pair.  *  Ibid.  ver.  20.  '  Ibid.  xxxi.  9,  St 

feq.ad  19.  ^  Ihid«  xvii.  i8>  6c  feq.         ^  Ibid.  viii.  pa^. 


of  God  is  in  the  plural  num- 
ber in  DaniePs  vifion  ( 1  )•  The 
words  in  the  CbaUee  are 
V^rys  pcnn»  Carfewm  remiu ; 
which  our  verdon  renders,  tie 
thrones  voire  eafi  dofwWj  con- 
trary to  the  expteis  meaning 

of  the  verb  ao"^*  which  fig- 
nifies  to  raife,  to  exalt^  and 
fet  ap ;  in  which  fenfe  all  the 
Jews  do  rightly  underftand  it. 
Thic  queftion  therefore  that  is 
asked  is,  why  the  throne,  on 
which  the  antient  of  days  was 
to  fit,  is  put  in  the  plural  ? 
After  ileveral  trifling  anfwers, 
which  are  there  giiren  as  the 
Iblntions  of  ieveral  learned 
labbio,  one  of  whotn  pretends, 
that  the  plural  implies  the 
thrones   of   God    and  I>a« 


^idi  the  lafl  and  condnding 
one  is  to  the  following  pur** 
pofe  $  that  it  is  Hafphemy  to 
fet  the  creature  on  die  throne 
of  the  Creator,  blefled  forever  1 
and   dofes    the   whole  with 
thefe  notable  words  ;  If  any  owf 
can  fih/£  this  difficulty  j.  lei  bim 
do  it  i  if  not ^  let  hirtt  go  bis 
ivay,  and  mt  attempt  it.    The 
meaning  of  it  being^  too  ob« 
vious  to  want  explaining,  we 
fhall   wholly  futnnit    to  the 
reader,    and   only  add,    that 
fomething  vtry  like  this  feems 
to    be    intimated  in  that  di- 
fHndUon  in  their  creed,  about 
the  Unity  of  God  ;    namely, 
that  he  is  one  by  an  enenefs  of 
unity  peculiar  to  himfelf  (2). 


(2]  />««,  rii.  9*  (»}  drt^  ti 


The 


14  ^^  Hiftory  of  the  Jews  B.  I. 

The  law  (hall  be  engraven  upon  ftones,  and  fet  upon  an 
altar ;  and  the  blellings  of  obedience,  and  curfes  for  dif- 
obedicnce,  (hall  be  publickly  fet  upon  the  mounts  Gc" 
halivA  Genzzim^  for  a  perpetual  remembrance  b. 

No  forgii-enefs,  or  deliverance  from  any  punilhment  for 
diibhediencc,  Ihall  be  expected,  without  a  deep  fenfe  and 
ackno\v!e2:ement  of  the  fault  ". 

Bi'RNT-OFFERiNGs  facrifices,  tvthes,  vows,  firftlings 
cf  the  fiock,  and  trecv/iil-offerinc:?,  fhall  be  brought  aiid 
Cicrificed  at  no  other  phce  b^t  tiat  wr.ich  the  Lord  fiinj] 

Lawsy  fof.tive  and  mgative^  concerning  the  Sahhatb^ 

pajfrjer^  and  other  feftivals^  holidays^  andfajh. 


cerni 


js  f7/i-T  H  E  Sd?lv.th,  or  le-erth  Jay,  flziJ!  be  kept  holy  P  (MJ. 

ing  t'*e  ■■"    N  ^  -ervile  work  ^all  be  done  in  it,  bv  mafter,  fer- 

van%  :L'.e,  itranger,  or  ciitile i.     There  mall  no  fire  be 

kindled 

™  Deat.  x.wii.  i.ad  hn.     xxviii,  pafT.  "  Ibid.  xxx.  paff. 

9  IbiJ.  xii.  5.  u^'leq.       '  Exod.  xxiii.    12.  xxiv.  21.      Dcut.  v. 
12,  14.  Sc  alib.  q  Exod.  xx.    I3,  &  leq.  Dent.  v.   12, 

&  ftfq. 

no  accompts  made  or  calt  :ip,or 
marriages  iolemnized.  No  dif- 
courleaijout  buying  and  fellicg, 
or  any  other  worldly  matter, 
much  lefs  looie  and  prafiue 
calk,  is  to  be  fufFered. 

The  pofitive  precepts  con- 
cerning the  Sabbath  run  much 
in  the  fame  fb-ain  ;  we  (hall 
only  i:;llance  in  two  or  three 
of  them.  On  chat  day  every 
one  is  obliged,  according  :o 
their  circumihnces,  to  pat  on 
clean  linen,  to  wear  better 
cloaths  than  ordinary,  to  eat 
Hcih,  fiHi,  or  fowl,  10  drink 
wine, and  to  cat  at  leail  once  in 
fix  hour<.  Care  alfo  is  co  be  caken 
chat  a  dean  aible-cloth  be  laid, 
and  liie  victuals  fee  upon  it,  cbe 
beds  made,  and  the  lamps 
lighted,  before  the  entnincc  of 
the  Sabbath,  whicii  begins  and 
ends  ^iih  xhsm  on  orabouc 

iunl'ec. 


'M'The  7^'iy/y/I'doclcrs  have 
ftrccched  this  abilincnce  from 
wcfK  ;o  the  moil  fuperihcious 
degree.  They  extend  ic  not 
only  to  every  buiineis  that 
tends  to  the  getting  of  food 
and  raimenc,  fuch  as  plowing, 
ibwingy  reaping,  thrclhing, 
and  cne  'ike,  whr.h  chey  muke 
to  amount  to  39  neg-.itive  pre- 
ceptSy  but  to  many  other  thing's  : 
and  hence  other  negative  pre- 
cepts which  are  ab  appendixea 
to  the  former  ;  f/s.grafs  muil 
not  be  walked  upon,  lelt  ic  be 
bruifed  ian  horfemuilnotberid, 
leil  he  be  galled ;  and  the  like.  It 
is  noc  lawful  to  ride  :n  a  coach 
or  cart,  though  an  heathen 
drive  ic.  No  linging,  dancing, 
playing  upon  inib-uments,  or 
any  kind  of  noife,  is  allowed, 
though  it  were  co  quiet  a  crofs 
child.     No  caufe  is  ;o  be  aied. 


C.  VII.        to  the  Babylonifli  Captivity. 

{unlet,  according  to  the  faying    in  ditties  of  a  more  aoble  l>a- 


15 


in  Genefisy  the  i*vtning  and  the 
merning  tuere  the  fir fi  day  ( i ). 

A  learned  7i?<x42^  author  tells 
lu  ( 2),  that  they  were  obliged^n 
all  diftridb  andtov^ns  through- 
out Ifraely  to  blow  the  trumpet 
on  the  evening  of  the  fixth 
day,  fix  different  times,  from 
ibme  eminence,  whence  it 
might  be  eaiily  heard  at  a  due 
diftance;  fo  that  they  who 
were  abroad  in  the  fields  might 
have  timely  notice  to  re- 
pair to  their  habiutions  be- 
fore the  Sabbath  began.  Ac- 
cordingly, at  the  found  of  the 


ture  than  thefe  talmudical 
triEes ;  namely,  in  meditation 
on  the  wondiierful  works  of 
God,  in  the  ftudy  of  his  law, 
and  inilruding  thoie  that  axe 
under  them  in  it  ( 3 ) .  Soaae  of 
them  even  maintain,  that 
they  ufed  to  afTemU^  ^trf 
Sabbath,  from  the  time  oi 
Mofes,  to  hear  the  law  read 
and  expounded  (4).  Aad 
this  is  likewife  believed  by 
(everal  learned  men  among 
the  Chriftiaas  (5);  who  infer 
it  from  the  words  of  St. 
Jamesy  that  Mofes  has  in  fuerf 


firft  trumpet,    they    left   off  city  them  that  preach  him^  being 

work,    and    began  to    march  read  in  the  fynagogues  e*very 

homeward  2  at  the  fecond  found-  Sabbath-day  (6) .  But  the  much 

ing,  all  {hops,  (lalls,  and  places  greater  number  are  of  opinion, 

of  trade,  were  ihut  up ;  at  the  that  this  cnflom  was  npt  feC 


third*  the  pots  and  kettles  were 
takea  off  the  £re,  the  tables 
covered,  and  the  meatdreffed 
for  the  Sabbath  was  iet  upon 
them,  ^c. — The  lafi;  trumpet 
was  gfeaerally  about  funiet ; 


00  foot  till  E/dras^$  time.  All 
that  the  priefts  were  com- 
manded to  do  OB  the  Sabhathy 
was  only,  to  (et  the  new  (hew- 
bread  on  the  tables,  to  taka 
away  the  old  one  (7)9  and  to 


and,  on  the  next  nig)it,,as  ibon  offer  the  meat*    drink,  and 

as  they  could  perceive,  two  or  burnt-offerings,  peculiar  to  that 

three   fbirs  in    the  sky,  the  day  (^8),  however  their  antient 

trumpets  biqw  from  the  fame  do^rs  have  fince  clogged  ft 

places  to  prodfim  the  '^d  of  with  a  great  number  of  pre* 

the  Sab^th ;  at  .which  time  cepts  and  fubtilties. 

the  head  of  the  ^ily,  after  a  Whether  the  obTervation  of 

fiipn;  prayer^  wiilhea  himielf  the  Sabbath,   or  feventh  day^ 

aid;  the  reA  a  gopd  week,  as  he  be .  as  old  as  the.  creation,  as 


didia  good  Sabfaatb'at  the  en<- 
trance  of  it. 

Many  of  thewifer  ^ews^ 
however,  do  make  t^e  (an^Ufi- 
cation  of  the  SabWii  ,to  confift 


fome  authors,  both  ytf(ic/aad 
Chriftians,  will  have  it,  from 
tbofe  words  of  Afi7/fJ,  And  thg 
LoKX>  hU^ed  thefeventh  day^ 
ofidfoM^ified  it  (9} ;  or  whe« 


^(x)  Gtn.  i.  5.  Vidt  Murfi,  in  he,  ^^.fraeept,  negtit.  Gf  affirm,  de  fMat^ 


XV,  ax.  tmif,  vaitb  ver.  36, 


(^  Numh,  jucxviii. 

ther 
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tSier  that  text  means  no  more 
than  that  God  fet  apart  diat 
day  to  be  afterwards  obfenred 
by  the  Ifratlites^  as  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  &thers 
and  Chriftian  commentators 
imderfiand  its  is  a  qoeiliony 
which,  though  more  curioui 
than  important,  has  been  ^itrf 
ifarenuoufly  debated  on  all 
hands.  The  Tim;/  are  as  di- 
vided about  it  as  we ;  for, 
whilft  fome  afiedl  to  call  the 
Sabbath  their  ipouie,  as  being 
granted  to  the  jrws  alone,  ex- 
dufive  of  all  other  nations  { i ), 
others  affirm,  that  ail  the  pa- 
triarchs, and  all  good  men, 
obiervtrd  it,  up  to  Mam,  whom 
they  pretend  to  hive  been  the 
author  of  the  xciid  Pfalm,  in- 
titled,  a  p/aJfMf  orfongt  for  the 
Sabhatb-day  (2).  They  like- 
wife  interpret  the  words  in 
GeHifis^  Becaufi  Abraham  *— 
kms  kipi  my  ekarge,  of  his  keep- 
ing the  Sabbath  (3).  The 
iame  they  afhrm  of  Jacob, 
and  add,  that  the  reafon  of  his 
taking  up  his  lodging  in  the 
open  neld  in  his  way  to  Me/^ 
fotumia,  was,  that  it  hap- 
pened to  be  the  eve  of  the  Sao- 
bath ;  fo  that  he  wasoUiged  to 
fiop  there  as  ibon  as  he  per- 
ceived that  the  fun  was  about 
letting  (4).  Job"%  ofiering  (a- 
orifices  for  his  feven  fons  every 
ibventh  day  is  likewife  under- 
flood  of  his  keeping  the  Sab 
bath ;  though  another  reafon 
icems  to  be  given  in  the  text 

(5). 


of  the  Jews  fe.  I. 

Jofipbus  and  Philo  go  Hill 
fnrtbier,  and  affirm,  that  thie 
cUervatson  of  it  had  been  pre- 
ferred  among   the    Gentiles. 
The  former  fays,   that  there 
was  fcaroe  any  nation,  either 
Greek  or  Bariariaw,  that  did 
not  in  ibmemeafbie  conform  to 
the  oUervance  of  the  Sabbath 
(6)  i  and  Philo  aflures  us  (7), 
that  it  was  not  a  fcflival  pecu- 
liar to  any  nation  or  country, 
but  common  to  all,  and  kept 
as  a  kind  of  birth-day  of  the 
world.     He  adds,  in  another 
tjace,  that  the  Jews,   whilfb 
in  Egypt,  having  qnite  forgot 
the  fevcnth    day,  God    was 
pleafed  to  indicate  it  to  them  by 
lending  them  manna  fix  days, 
and  with-holding  it  on  the  fe- 
venth(8).     We  find  likcwife 
fevcral  antient  writers  among 
the  heathen,  fuch  as  Hbrner, 
Mefiod,  and  others  quoted  by 
the  fathen,  who  fpeak  of  the 
ieventh  day  as  facred  to  reli- 
gion (o).    Something  like  this 
may  dfo  be  gathered  from  that 
abfufd  account   which   feme 
others,     particularly    Tacitus 
and   Fhtareh,   give     of   the 
Tnt'/obferving  it  in  imitation 
of  the  heathens,    who  confe- 
crated  that  day  to  Saturn,  ac- 
cording to  the  former  (10],  or 
to  Bacchus,  according  to  the 
latter;  who  adds,  that  he  was 
alfb    named  Sabbos,     becaaie 
they  ufed  frequently  to  fhout 
out    the  word  Sabboi    at  his 
fcflival  (11).      However,    as 
theft  tcitimonies  would  at  bed 


{I)  Vide  Selden  &  rabbin,  ab  eo  eitaM.  {1)  ^ide  Cbaid.  parapkr, 

fargum  in  tituL  Pf,  xcii.  Miidrafii.  TebiU.  Talm.  Ba&yL  tr*a.  SauheJr.  ef  at, 
(3)  R-  SaLm.  in  Gat,  xxvi.  5.  {^)Berefi,  rabb,  Parafb,  79.     Tw/w- 

traci.  HDVJ;  R-  Bccbai,  CS?  a/,        (c)  ^A  Abenex,  in  Job.  i.  5.       (6)  Cart, 

Afian.  L  ii.  ad  Jin.  {7)  ^«  hifi^'  ""«'•  P)  ^'^  *'*'•  ^^'  ^'  '• 

(9)   Fide  F.ujib.   frgep.  I.   riii.   c.  12.  Clem*   AU»^  firrndt*    /•  v.    fif  *il. 
(loj  WM.  U  ».  (ijj  Sym^Jiae,  I,  iv, 

^  amount 


C.  yiL        iofibe  Bdbyianifli  Gapihiiy. 

kiiuBeit  oii  that  dly  ',  nor  any  thing  bought  or  fold.  No 
perfon  (baU  hA  put  to  ^eatiu  for  any  crime  whatfoever  ; 
no  travelling  Ihall  be  allowea  on  the  Sabbath*  (A). 

'  '  Exod.'  XXXV.  3.  •  Itid.  xvf.'29,  &  ali6« 


J!J^- 


amount  ta  a  bare  probabilityj 
and  ieem  contradI£ted  by  fome 
expreis  texts  both  in  the  wri- 
tings  of  Mc^esy  and  fome  of  the 
propfaeC3  {i),  which  icti mate 
that-'  the  Sabbath  was  given  to 
the  JJraeKtes  for  a  memorial 
of  thtir  deliverance  from  Egy^ 
ftian  bondage^  and  to  dillin- 
gnilb  them  from  all  other  na- 
tions ;  .the  far  greater  part  of 
Ckriftko&^  both  antient .  and 
modem,  have  declared  for  the 
other  £de  (2] ;  and  it  mufl  be 
owoed^dsat  if  thbt  feftivai  had  ■ 
beet  inftituted  and  kept  from 
the  b^infiingy  we  cannot  fee 
why  Mffes  ^oald  be  faexaft- 
flOnd  cautious  in  the  partieuiars' 
he  gives  about  the  inftitution* 
aad  obiervance  of  it,  efpecially- 
ill  ^  prohibition  of  gathertog 
mana  on  that  day  1  unlefs  we 
fqppoie  with  Fl^kt  that  the 
IfrmfliiBp  h«d  qjiite  loA  the 
memory  of  it  k 

We  mufl  beg  leave  to  dofe 
this  note  wteh  tlitdng  notice  of 
thae  exprd&on  in-  pne  of  the 

gp|pel6(3)>  ftV  a4-^C<i:<9  J^iV7%' 

f  «rpfiiT<v,  in  the  feeond  prime 
Sabbath)  or,  ^  our  verfion 
move  clearly  renders  it,  on  the 
iecond  Sabbath  *  after  the  iiril ; 
which  Im  puazled  a  world  of 
c^mmeata^ofs,  till  J^f.ScaU- 


ger  did  hit  upon  an  expkmh* 
tion  (4)9  which  has  been  uni* 
ver&lly  approved  and  followed 
ever  fince"  (5).     We  need  not 
trouble     our     readers     with 
the  various  conjediures  of  th^ 
reft.      That   ot    our    anthot 
.carries  its  own  evidence,   be- 
ing founded  on  \AitJew^  man- 
ner of  computing  the  Sabbaths 
from  the  feaft  of  the  pa^ver  t^ 
thit  of  the  weeks,  or  from 
Eafter  to  fVhitfmda^      The 
iirft    of   thefe,   namely,    that 
which    immediately    fcUowed' 
the  twa  great  ieafis>  ordie  firft 
and  laft  day  of  the  paiBver, 
was  iby  them  called  ^JUr  raui 
\WVn  ^Sabbath Jbeni^r^fifm,  the 
id  prime  Sabbath  1  the  next  was 
called  the  feeond  feeond,  or  the 
feeond  after  the  feeond  prime; 
the    third  feeond  third,    and 
fo  on  unto  the  ferenth ;  which 
laA   d|d   immediately  precede 
the  feaft  of  the  weeks,  or  pen- 
tccott  (6).    The  faft  for  which 
thb  Sabbath  is  recorded  by  the 
etangelifl,  namely,  Christ's 
difcipies  plucking  and  rubbing 
the  ears  of  corn,,  confirms  this 
expofitioR,  their  harvefl  hap*. 
pentng  always  between  Eafter 
and  Whitfunday, 

(A)  Though  the  text  does 
expvefly  fay,,  that  they  fhaU  not 


xek.Tx,  la,  ad.       (7,)yuft,  dial*cmt»  Trypb,  TertuI.\conf.jud,  /.  iv,  J 


Exek.xx,  la,  ad.  (a)y«^.  dial,  com,  Trypb,  Tertul\cont,Jud,  /.  iv,  Iren* 
cwit*  h^rej,  /.  iv.^  al,  Vidic  Seld.  di  jur,  natural,  gent,  juxt,  difcifl,  Hebr,  L 
Hi.  c»  139^/7.  Spmtt,  d^  lig*  n't^  Hetr.  Jun*  Le  Cure,  Cahn,  eomm,  in 
Ck».  u,  &  it.  wntlt,  (3)  Luke  a.  1.  {^).De  tmtnd,  tsmp.  I.  v'u  is)  f^'da 
Idgbtfiote,  Cajaub.  Baron.  Jun,  Grot,  in  loc.  Goodtuin^x  Mof»  ^  Aar*  Sir 
J/moc  Newt,  &  al,    ^}  yuU,Ji  lib.  Mj/bnam  traa*  ^IQtV,  <•  S* 

Vol.  III.  e  fiiC 


x8,  fbeHiftory  cf  the  JtV9%  B.  T.» 

The  Sabbath-breaker  (hall  be  ftoned^;  with  feveral 
others,  either  to  the  fame  purpofe,  or  of  lefs  moment. 

Laws  relating  to  the  three  grand  feftivals^  the 
pajfover^  the  feafi  of  the  weeks ^  and  the  feaft  of 
the  tabernacle. 

The  three  'T'HRE  E  times  a  year  (hall  all  the  male  children  ap- 
grand  -■-  pear  before  the  Lord  their  God,  at  the  place  by  him 
fefii<uals.  appointed ;  namely,  at  the  feaft  of  unleavened  bread,  or 
paflbver,  at  the  rcaft  of  the  weeks,  or  pentecoft,  and  at 
the  feaft  of  tabernacles.  They  (hall  Hot  come  empty- 
handed  before  him  j  but  every  man  (hall  offer  unto  tne 
Lord  accordmg  to  the  ability  wherewith  he  bath  blefled 
himb(A). 

Of 

*  Ibid.xxxi.  14,  15.         '^^Deut.xvi.  16, 17.    Exod.  xxsdr.. 
23,  &alib. 

(lir  out  of  tiieir  place,  ytx  it  paces  (2) ;  and  this  (eems  t9 

could  mean  no  other  than  a  be  pretty  near  the  diftance  be- 

prohil»cion    of  going  out    to  tweeny<?r»/2r/fm  and  the  mount 

gather  manna ;  for  it  is  plain  of  O/iwjy  which  St.  Luke  calls 

they  were  obliged  to  repair  to  a  Sabbath-day's  journey  (3),  of 

the  tabernacle  from  all  parts  of  which  we  have  already  fpoken : 

the  camp,  and  afterwards  to  the  however,    he    that    exceeded 

temple  Aoni   all  quarters  of  that  diflance  was  not  judged  a 

Jeriifalem  ( i )  ;  however,  the  violator  of  the  Sabbath,   but 

Je^s  underftand  it  of  going  came    off   with   a    beating; 

out  about  worldly  bufineis,  or  whereas  the  breaker  of  it  was 

for  pleafure,  and  indeed  upon  to  be  doned  to  death  (4). 
any    account,    beyond    what        (A)  The  Talmud  however 

they  call  a  Sabbath-day *s  jour-  exempts  from  this  obligation,  i . 

ney  :  this  dii&ance  is  not  indeed  The  women,  who  were  to  take 

fixed  by  Mofes^  or  any  other  care  of  their  families,   unlefs 

prophet ;  but  is  determined  at  their  hufbands  permitted  them 

2000  cubits.       And    though  to  go  with  them,  as  in  the  cafe 

they  differ  among  themfelves  of  Hannah^  and  the  virgin  Ma* 

about  the  length  of  that  mea-  ry.     2.  Boys  who  were  under 

fure,   fome  making  it  much  1 2  years  of  age,  who  were  not 

longer  than  others,  yet  they  under    the  obligation    of  the 

agree,  that  the  fafcft  way  is,  law,  or  called  nmnn  ^3>n  heue^ 

not  to  exceed  '2000  moderate  bathorab^  that  is,  the  fons  or 

(i)  nda.  Lmat.  xxHu  3.  (a)  Vidi  Maim*  tr^a.  riW>  ^-  5-  §•  *7. 

C^vfin^i  Mof,  Q  Aar^  l/^u  e,  3,  ^.  10.  (3)  A^s  1*  la,  (4)  y^ 

Maim^ubifup.    : 

difciplo* 


C.  Vlt        t9  the  Babylonifh  Captivity] 

^fdples  «f  the  law,  till  they     what  has  been  hinted  in  ii>t 


i9 


were  entered  into  the  1 3th  s  and 
this  feems  to  be  tb6  r^afon 
why  Chr  I  ST  did  not  make  his 
£rft  appearance  among  the  doc- 
tors at  the  feafl  till  he  had  at- 
tained to  that  age.  3.  All  old 
men  above  iixty.  4.  All  the 
fick  and  impotent,  lunatics, 
&c.  And  lafUy,  all  that  ei- 
ther lived  at  fuch  difbnce  from 
the  tabernade,  and  afterwards 
fitmi  the  temple^  or  were  any 
otherwife  fo  weak,  that  they 
coald  not  perform  the  journey 
en  foot. 

l^othing  .  could  be  better 
calculated  topreferve  the  union 
ef  the  Jewijh  nation,  already 
fo  ftrongly  cemented  by  their 
religion,  laws^  weights,  mea* 
fares^  cafiomsy  l^c,  .which 
were  fo  common  to  them  all, 
than  this  frequent  and  univerial 


geography  of  the  land,  con- 
cerning the  capacioufnefs  of 
Jerufaleniy  its  fuburbs,  inns/ 
and  other  accommodations  for 
all  fuch  Grangers ;  it  may  be 
anfwered,  iirfl,  that  they  did  not 
all  appear  together  on  the  famtf 
day,  but  that  they  took  it  by 
turns,  and  flayed  in  the  cit/ 
but  one.  night  ;  and  on  the 
next  morning,  having  perform- 
ed their  devotions,  they  de- 
parted, and  made  way  for 
others.-  This  is  plain  from  the 
inflance  of  Elkanah ;  and  fe- 
condly,  that  there  were  tents,* 
and  other  conveniencies,  for 
their  reception,  not  only  in  the 
empty  fpace3  within,  but  like-, 
wife  in  all  convenient  places 
without  the  walls  of  the  city. 
And  if  this  be  thought  dill  in- 
fufficien  t  for  fo  vafl  a  concourie.. 


concourfe  to  the  chief  place  of    what  is  anfwered  to  the  fecond 
worihip.     But  here  arife  two.   difficulty  of  their  leaving  the 


very  great  difficulties :  firfl, 
how  Jirufalem  could  contain 
fuch  prodigious  multitudes  as 
did  flock  to  tbofe  folemnities 
fron^  all  parts  of  Judea  ;  and 


country  too  much  expoied  ta 
their  enemies,  will  ealily  re-r 
move  all  that  is  left  of  the  firfi. . 
And  here  we  need  not  have 
recourfe   to   iinprobable  'con- 


iecondly,    how    the  Ifraelites    jeftures,  as  Cun<ens^  Bafnage^ 


could  leave  their  towns  and 
villages  deflitute  of  malesy 
without  the  greateft  danger 
from  thofe  nations  which  were 
ftill  left  amongft  them,  and 
would  be  ready,  no  doubt,  to 


and  others  y  have  done,  who 
think  that  this  obligation  lafled 
no  longer,  than  during  their 
abode  in  the  wiWcrnefs,  when- 
their  neamefs  to  the  tabernacle 
eafily  admitted  of  it.     For,  be- 


embrace  every  opportunity  of    fides  that,  if  this  had  been  the 
retrieving  their  lands  and  li-     cafe,   there  would  have  been 


berties.  Add  to  this,  that 
thofe  who  lived  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  the  landy  ran  flill  a 
greater  rifk  of  being  invaded 
by  their  neighbours,  if  they  had 
left  thehr  country  under  no  bet- 
ter guard  than  that  of  old  men, 
women,  and  children. 
To  the  firft  difficulty,  befides 


no  need  for  Jeroboam  to  fet  up' 
the  golden  calves  to  prevent  his 
ten  tribes  going  to  Jerufalemf 
their  hiftory  furnifhes  us  from. , 
time  to  time  with  fufficient^ 
tedimonies,  that  thefe  feUivals 
were  kept  conftantly  till  after 
our  Saviour's  time,  as  it 
plainly  appears  from  the  vafb- 
C  %  multitudes 


«0 


■  »  •  * 

Thi  Hiftory  of  the  Jews 


B.I. 


Ealler, 


or 


Of  the  fajfover. 

THIS*  grand  feftival  was  inftituted  in  memory  of  their 
fignal  and  miraculous  deliverance  out  of  their  Egy* 
ptian  bondage  ;  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  in  the  fequel :  the 
laws  relating  to  it  are  to  the  following  purpofe. 
. .  It  Ihall  be  of  perpetual  obligation,  both  to  thcl/raelitesj 
and  to  all  circumcifed  profelytes  a. 

No  circumcifed  perfon,  whether  of  the  feed  oi  Abra^ 
baniy  or  admitted  into  the  commonwealth  by  circumcifion, 
unlefs  hindered  by  ficknefs,  journeying,  or  fome  legal  im* 
purity,  fhall  omit  the  annual  celebration  of.it,  under  the 
penalty  of  being  cut  off  from  his  people  ^  (B). 

No 
'  •  Exod.  xii.  14,  24,  &  alib.  ^  Numb.  xix.  13, 14. 


multitudes  that  were  at  Jeru' 
falem,  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  at  the  feaft  of  pentecoft» 
when  the  Holy  Ghoil  fell  upon 
the  apolUes.  Neither  need  we, 
ficcondly,  fuppofe  with  others, 
that  they  only  fent  a  certain 
proportion  of  men,  as  one  in 
ten,  or  twelve,  to  Jerufalem, 
to  be,  as  it  were,  the  tepre- 
fen^tives,  and  to  offer  the  gifts 
of  the  reft,  wbilll  thefe  kept 
the  folemnity  in  their  own 
towns.  For  if  any  fuch  thing 
had  been  either  allowed  or 
praftifed,  we  (hould  certainly 
have  met  with  fomething  of  it 
in  holy  writ ;  whereas  the  con- 
trary doth  rather  appear,  from 
the  inftances  above-mentioned. 
But  fince  there  was  apermiflion 
from  God,  that  they  that  were 
unable  to  celebrate  the  paffover 
on  the  firfl  month,  fhould  do  it 
in  the  fecond,  as  we  fhall  fee 
in  the  next  note  ;  will  it  not 
be  more  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  they  might  extend  this  in ^ 
dulgencealfo  to  the  other  fefti- 
vals  ;  fo  as  that  one  half  of  the 
maies  ihould  day  at  hoi^e  to 
guard  their  houfes,  whiLft  the 


others  went  up  ;  and,  at  their 
return,  to  go  and  partake  of 
the  folemnity  of  the  iecond 
month  ?  It  is  indeed  urged, 
that  there  was  a  promife  frpm 
God,  that  none  fhould  defire 
their  lands  whilil  they  went  up 
to  appear  before  him :  but,  be- 
fides  that  their  natural  back- 
wardnefs  in  believing  him  gives 
us  little  reafon  to  think,  that 
they  would  commit  their  wives, 
children,  and  all  that  was  dear 
to  them,  to  his  fole  care,  wbilft 
they  went  fo  far  from  them  to 
worfhip  him ;  it  is  plain,  that 
thofe  promifes  were  only  con- 
ditional, that  is,  as  long  a» 
they  continued  fledfafl  in  their 
obedience ;  which  was  fo  iel- 
dom  their  cafe,  that  had  their 
faith  in  his  promifes  been  ilrong- 
er  than  it  was,  yet  their  difobe-* 
dience  v/o\jla  have  given  them 
but  fmali  encouragement  to 
lay  hold  on  them. 

(fi)  It  being  the  principal  end 
of  this  inilitution  not  only  to 
perpetuate  the- memory  of  all 
the  wonders  which  God  did  in 
Egypt  and  at  the  Red  Sea,  but 
alio  to  make  it  a  Handing  and 

irrefragable 


C.  VIL         to  the  Babylonifh  Captrviiy. 

No  fervant  or  ftranger  fhall  eat  of  it,  unlefs  he  become 
circumcifed  c. 

The  feaft  (C)  fhall  begin  on  the  eve  of  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  month  Abif^  or,  as  the  original  exprefles  it,  be- 
tween 

^  £xod.  xii.  43,  &  feq. 


%l 


irrefragable  monnmeht  to  all 
pdbrity  of  the  truth  and  cer- 
tainty of  tfa«fe  amazing  works ; 
Bothmg  'could  be  more  ex- 
pedient than  to  enforce  the  ob< 
fervation  of  it  mider  fome 
fevcre  penalties.  However,  it 
is  evident  by  tbefeqnel,  that 
they  did  not  underftand  it  of  a 
capital  ponifhnaent,  fuch  as 
Vi^as  to  be  inilidted  on  blafphe- 
tters,  idolaters.  Sabbath-break- 
ers, and  theiike,  feeing  they 
ftot  only  omitted  to  celebrate 
it  dvring  their  abode  in  thewil* 
demefe,  without  any  vifible 
excuie,  as  will  be  fecn  in  th6 
iequel,  but  were  afterwards 
guilty  of  a  mod  ihameful  neg- 
led  of  it,  daring  feveral  wicked 
reigns,  till  Hexekiahy  and  afcer 
him-^^i^,  revived  it  (3),  as 
we  ibtll  fee  in  its  proper  place. 
As  for  thofe  who,  by  r6afon 
of  any  legal  impurity,  whether 
accidental  or  voluntary,  were 
unfit  for,  and  thofe  who  were 
hindered  by  any  lawful  impe- 
diment from  celebrating  thid 
feftival  with  the  reft  of  the 
people  on  the  month  Nifan^ 
they  were  ordered  to  keep  it 
with  the  ufnal  ceremony  on  the 
following  month,  called  Jair. 
Thif   indulgence  was  granted 

tGoD  himfelf,  in  favour  of 
le   men    who  had  defiled 


themfelves  by  afTifling  at  the 
burial  of  fome  relation  (4) ;  and 
was  afterwards  made  ufe  of  by 
the  priefts  and  Le'uites,  who, 
being  under  fome  legal  impu- 
rities when  the  king  com- 
manded them  to  revive  this 
feftival  at  its  ufual  time,  were 
forced  to  poftpone  it  to  the. 
next  month  (5). 

(C)  This  feftival  is  called  in 
the  original  nOD  pff'^ch,  from 
the  verhpaffachf  which  figni- 
fies  to  pafs  by,  or  leap  over, 
and  not^m  the  Greek  irdtT'Xj^^ 
tofuffery  as  if  it  had  been  pro- 
phetical of  Christ's  fuffering 
at  that  feaft,  as  fome  antienc 
fathers  have  imagined  for  want 
of  underftanding  Hebrenu  (6). 
God  himfelf  explained  the  ety  • 
mon,where  he  commanded  them 
to  tell  their  children,  that  this 
was  the  facrifice  of  the  Lord's 

paflbver,nDQ'^\J^6i»  ajher-faf" 
fach,  who  paiTed  by,  or  leaped 
over  the  houfes  of  xhtlfraelites 

(7).Itwastobeginainnyn  V^H 
ien^baharfvaimy    between   the 

two  evenings  (8)  of  the  14th 

of  the  month  called  by  Mofos 

Ahify  which  properly  fignifies 

the  ftalk  that  bears  the  ear  of 

corn,  becaufe  wheat  begins  to 

be  ripe  about  this  time.     This 

month  was  afterwards  calle4 

Nifafty   and    anfwers   to  our 


(3)  *  Ckrt^  rtx»  &  »iY.  faJi:  (4)  Vide  IhnH.  ix.  6,  *-  feqq. 

U)  X  Cbron»'xxx.»  3.  (6)  Tertul*  ccttt,  Jiti,  c.'io*    Ambrof,  lib,  dg  myjter. 

faf«6.  &  0h  (7)  Expd,  xU.  27.  {%)  Ibid,  w,  6, 

C  5  H&rfft 


12  ^tbe  Hijloty  of  tht  Jcw^  B.  I^' 

tween  the  two  evenings  ^  ;  at  which  time  the  pafchal  lamb 
(hall  be  killed  (D),  and  the  feftival  continued,  till  the  one- 
and-^twentieth  day  of  the  fame  month  at  evening. 

The 
<*  Ibid.  ver.  6.     See  the  margin  of  our  Bible. 


March  and  April,  The  ex- 
preflion  betntjeen  the  pwo  cyen-t 
ings  is  varioufly  takjsn.  Some 
reckon  the  £rft  evening  to  be 
between  noon  and  fanfet  ( i }, 
others  between  two  and  fix  (2) ; 
but  the  moft  rational  opinion, 
and  the  moil  received*  is,  (hat 
the  firfl  evening  is  that  which 
immediately  follows  fanfet,  and 
that  the  fecond  begins  when 
that  planet  is  fo  far  funk  below 
the  horizon,  that  the  ilars 
Vifibly  appear  above  it  (3). 

The  computation  of  th]$ 
new  year  began  at  thcfirft  new- 
snoon  that  happened  neareft^ 
or  upon,  the  vernal  equinox, 
with  this  rule,  that  the  pre- 
ceding full-moon,  how  near 
foever  to  it,  belonged  to  the 
lad  month  of  the  former  year. 
Now  as  they  had  no  aftrono- 
mical  tables  to  regulate  thofe 
conjundlions,  but  were  forced 
to  guide  themfelves  by  the  firil 
appearance  of  the  new  moon, 
all  their  diligence  in  fending 
but  people  to  obferve  it  from 
high  places  at  funiet,  could  not 
prevent  great  irregularities 
happening  in  their  months  and 
years ;  becaufe  fometimes  it  is 
pot  to  be  feen  till  the  fecond 
or  third  night,  nor  even  then, 
if  clouds  interpofe.  Add  to 
this,  that  they  were  in  all  other 
reipeds  fo  negligent  of  their 


chronology,  that  it  is  no  won- 
der if  fo  many  learned  men 
have  laboured  fo  muf:h  to  cor- 
reft  and  adjuft  it  (4),  ai|d  with 
fo  little  fucceis.  However,  as 
to  the  new>moon$,  and  thofe 
feUivals  which,  depended  upon 
them,  and  indeed  all  odier 
con^putations  of  time,  they 
wei-e  committjBd  to  ^e  care  of 
the  priefls  and  judges,  anid  the 
people  were  obliged  to  abide 
by  their  calculations,  whether 
they  proved  right  or  wrong  (5). 

(D)  This  ordinance  of  the 
pafchal  lamb  our  learned  Speu- 
(er  thinks  to  have  been  one  of 
^ofe  which  God  exprefly  ap* 
pointed^  in  oppofition  to  the 
Zabian  and  Egyptian  worlhip, 
in  order  to  cure,  as  he  expre^es 
it,  the  Ifraelttes  of  their  itch 
of  idolatry,  becaufe  the  ram 
among  them  w^s  facred  to  Jut 
piter.  He  adds  alfo,  that  the 
ceremony  of  killing,  dreffing, 
and  eating  of  it,  namely,  nei- 
ther boiled  nor  raw,  but  xoaded, 
with  the  head,  and  all  the  other 
appurtenances,  that  a  bone  of 
it  fhould  not  be  broken,  £«fr. 
were  in  like  manner  oppofite 
to  thofe  that  were  ufed  in  ia- 
crifices  by  thofe  idolaters  (6j. 

As  to  the  Egyptians^  we 
fhallhave  frequent  occafion  to 
ihew,  that  this  pretended  con- 
trariety is  at    heft  but  very 


^. 


(f)Z).  Kimtbif  St*  Mu/tfi,  in  he.  {%)Calm,  HSi,  fvh  vik.  Ptqite. 

li  ^of»  Gerund,  Aienexr,  Salom,  &0Linbe,  (4)    Vide 


cgliger,  ubi  fup,  yignjer,   Cenebr^   UJfer,  Sir  If,   Ntvtt,   Bedford,   flf  a/* 
(^  J  yide  prsu  afirm,  46,  (6)  D4  Ug,  rit.  Hcbr*  /,  ii,  #,  24. 

lame 


C.  Vn.         to  the  Babyloniih  Captivity.  j^ 

The  firft  and  laft  day  fliall  be  kept  holy,  and  free  fronH 
all  fervile  work,  even  as  the  Sabbath,  except  only,  that  on 
the  former  viduals  may  be  drefled,  but  not  on  the  latter  «  3 

■  Compare  Exod.  zii.  16.  with  xxzv.  3. 

lame  and  imperfedt.  LBecaufe,  But  of  whae  weight  the  opu 
as  they,  in^ad  of  fheep,  facri-  nibn  of  a  Jew,  and  him  fer 
ficed  goats  to  him,  (b  here  Mo^  from  a  ftridk  one,  can  be,  to 
fn  ordains  the  killing  either  a  account  for  the  deiigD  of  the 
lamb,  or  a  kid;  and»  2.  becaufe  Mofaic  kws,  or  of  what  aa- 
even  they  once  a  year  killed  a  thoricy  his  tefUmony  can   be., 
ram  in  honour  of  their  god,  and  who  hved  but  in  the  1 2th  cen» 
cloathed  his  golden  fUtue  with  tury,  to  prove  the  Zahans  to 
the  skin  of  it  ( i  ] ;  fo  that  there  have  been  fo  conliderable  a  fed 
was   nothing   in  this  pafchal  in  Ahrahan^Zy  or  even  in  Mo- 
lamb  fb  very  proper  to  oblite-  fes*%  time,    that  God  ihould 
nttethat  piece  of  idolatry  in  the  take  fuch  care  to  preferve  his 
Worihip  of  Jufiter.  people  from  their  idolatry,  by 
•    As  for  the  ith.  of  the  D^frtllV  giving  them  a  great  number  of 
^xiboim^   or  □'^NIIO    Seboim,  ceremonies  that  v/trt  oppofite 
ykt  will  venture  to  &y»  that  it  to  theirs,    we  fubmit  to  the 
is  at  leaH  a  very  bold  aflumption  reader.     Dean  Frideaux  ieems 
in  our  author  to  make  it  more  indeed  \^iy  fond  of  Maimon'% 
antient  than  Mofes^  when  he  notion,  and  wonders  that  any 
tells    us    himfelf  in    another  one  ihould  miflike  it  (4)  ;  but 
place  (2),  that  nothing  is  more  brings  neither  proof  nor  teftir 
obfcure  and  uncertain  than  its  mony  fufficicnt    to    back  it. 
onigm  and  antiquity,  and  that  However,  as    to   the  pafchal 
there  are  as  many  opinions  as  lamb,   we    may    more  jufily 
authors,  and  errors  as  opinions,  wonder,    that   any    Chriflian 
about  it.     He  quotes  every-  (hould  fetch,  its  origin  from  fb 
where  the  teftimony  of  Btn  dark  and  muddy  afoucce,  when 
Jdaimon^  who  tells  us,  among  the  writers  of  the  New  Telia- 
other  things  (j),  that  became  ment  have  pointed  to  us  ono 
to  underftand  the  defign  and  that  is  fo   much  dearer,   and 
meaning  of  a  gireat  number  of  more  divine,,  its  being  a  type 
3f0/ir/s  laws,^  by  being  conver-  of  Christ.     We  ihall  find  a* 
fant  with  the  religion,  worihip,  more  proper  place  to  fpeakof 
and  ceremonies,,  of  the  Zale-  the  nation,,  or  rather  fed,  o£ 
anj  i  from  which  he  adds,  that  the  Zaheans,  and  to  ihew  how^ 
Abraham^  who  was  brought  up  little  their  boaiied  antiquity  ift 
in  them,  had  been  oonverted..    to  be  depended  upon. 

(i)  $u  w/.  1.  ^474»     (»)  Vhi  frp,  r.  i.  §•  x,  a,  &  feq,        H)  Msrm^ 
Nt^ocb,  partnu  c,  29,  &  40*    tiavnlah  Zarb,   c.   ix,  12,  ^  Mlih,  />^ 

^  Q  j^  thofc 


{fhok  tvoto  d^y^  (ball  likewifc  be  folemnixed  bj^  an  holy 
convocation  ^  ( E)  • 

No  leaven  of  ;any  kind  ihaU  be  ufed,  or  ev«n  kept  in  the 
houfe,  during  thofe  feven  days ;  whofoever  ufeth  any 
leaven  on  thofe  davs  {ha|l  be  cut  off  bomjfr^jfl-f:  all  lea- 
ven therefore  fhall  be  removed  out  of  the  houfe  before  the 
pafchal  lamb  is  killed  ^. 

On  the  iBrft  day  of  thcpaflover  fhall  be  offered  a  burntr 
facrificetrf  two  yoi4ng  bunocks,  one  raai,,anj3  feven  lambs 
'pf  the  firft  year,  with  feme  inferior  offpfir^  ?  f  an^  on  t^ 
fecondday  of  the  feaftibaU  be.  offered,  befijdes  flie  ufual  (%^ 
prifices,  a  ihcaf  of  thp  firft rfruit  of  that  y^ar^  b^veft  ^  no 
new  corn  fball  be  eatea  Jsp^ny  wav,  before, the. firft  iheaf 
lias  bcien  prefented  uptb  ^_  hq^J>  \  {F).    ftoaie-.  ipdier  orr 

=     dihanoes 


b  Ex«d^  iii."  vft".  i6.  •  Ibid.  vcr.  15,  P9.-  I  .  •  *Ibid.  ver. 
1 5,  ^  dib.  Vide  peace,  aff.  347^  *  Niunb.  icKvWii  ^9,  &  fe^? 
/^leyit.  xxiii.  io,i  feq.  v. 


(E)  The  5  irAermcdiatc  days 
are  to  be  fpent  in  mirth,  arid 
lawful  recreations :  Kkity  ifijofn 
all.  efpecially  the  woinen,  to 
wear  the  gayeft  apparel^  to  eat 
fldh,  fiAiy  and  fowl,  and  to 
drink  wine.  Weddings  are 
forbid  during  tlusand  the  other 
two  grand  feftiyalsy  left  the  joy 
fbat  attends-  the  former  fhotild 
nakc  them  forg^  the  occafion 
of  the  latter.  However,  they 
all  c^ree,  that  women  may 
(have  and  wafh  tbemfelves,  of 
fven  their  cloaths,  upon  fome 
pocafions  (i).  There  is  one 
ftian^  i|ijun£tion  of  theirs,  that 
f>bliges  every  ma|i  and  woman, 
though  they  be  fo  poor  as  tp^ 
live  by  alms,  to  drink  at  leaft 
four- bumpers  of  wine  on  the 
jfbrft  night  of  the  pafroyer,whi}ft 
they  are  rehearfing  the'wbn^ 
ders  wrought  by  God  inBgytt, 
^  at  the  Red  Sea  ( 2]  |  -  vfitl^ 


ibmemore  offheiiktf  nature^ 
not  worth  tepeating  (3). 

•(F)  We  fliall  hiVe  occafioil 
to  fpe^k  of  all  the  different 
kinds  of  firil- fruits  which  were 
tobeoflered  to'Go*D*as  atokcii 
of  theh*  fubmiflion,  gratitude^ 
and  dependence^  and  the  man- 
ner of  offering  them,  when  we 
come  to  fpeaK  of  ofierings  i4 
general.  As  for  this  fhcaf 
tv€  are  now  fpeaking  of,  it  was 
to  be  pf  barley,  bfecaufe  that  is 
the  firil  cbrh  th;at  is  ripe  about 
^is  time  in  that  couiftry.  It 
Was  reaped  on  the  evening  of 
the  15  th  day  ofNt/an^  and  was 
to  be  offitred  up  In  the  name  of 
the  ^  whole  nation.  Thus  far 
the  text.  The  Jews  add,  that 
as  foon  as  the  evening  of  the 
firft  day  of  the  palaver  was 
come,  at  which  thne  the  fecond 
began,  and  in  which  fome 
kiud  of  works  might  be  done. 


^1)  Vldtfrac.  neg,  7s.         (2)  Pr,  aff,  40.         (3)  Pr.  «eg,  77,  ^ fej. 


tho 


.C.  VII.       m  tie  Bsbjkfmik  Caftivity.  ^ 

-dinances^flefs  moment  about  this  and  other  feftivais  are 
interiperfed  in  the  pentatcuch  j  which  we  therefore  omit. 

^be  foafi  of  the  weeks  J  er  pentecoft. 

nPHIS  feaft  was  inftituted  in  memory  of  the  law  being <r» 
•*•    given  upon  mount  Sinai^  fifty  days  after  the  cxod  (G),  ^yf'^J* 
and  to  oblige  the  people  to  appear  before  the  Lord,  xo    '^^ 
ofFer  the  firft-fru  its  of  their  harveft,  viz.  two  leaves  of  the 
new  wheat,  whick  waa  then  ripe,  as  an  acknowlegenient  of 
his  abfolute  right  and  dominion  Ovei"  them  and  their  land, 
and  of  their  dependence  izpon  him. 

Sevbn  wedos,  or  ijfty  days,  were  to  be  reckoned  from 
die  fxxteenth  day  of  the  month  Nifan^  which  was  the  fe-  -'• 

CORd  of  the  paiuiver,  and  tbe  fiftieth  day  was  to  be  the  fiift 
f^ay  of  thi^  icSival  (H). 

tikt  pi  n\3  h^b-dmt  ^  freai  heaved  it  t3  the  Lo^o  towiids 

(ewtdly  aiOTembled,  and  deputed  the  four  points  of  the  coinpab, 

three  men  to  go  and  gather  the  threw  feme  part  of  it  on  the 

^eaf  witk  a  kind  ^  idLtmxii''  ^re  of  the  aitar,  and  the  re^ 

tf^  at  which  greftt^croudrfrom  he  kept  for  himfeif.      After 

;he  ae^kbourisg  cities  flocked  tins  cp-^mony,  it  was  lawful 

ff>  Jsri^km,    within  whofe  for  every  man  lob^in  his  har- 

Iterritories  it  was  to.be  gathered,  veil  ( i ). 
fhef^  deputies    s^fred    three        (G)  The  reader   may    re- 

Mfliep  wl^ether  the  ifun  was  iet,  member  that  the  JfragUus  came 

and  were  as  Qfceta  aaifwered  hy  -out  of  Egyft  oo  the  1 5  th  of  the 

^  by-4iaoders  \%  tjie  afirma^-  ^rft  month  Jbif,  or  Nifan  (2), 

live.     They  thea  afloed  thxte  aadcai^ie  to  Siuai  on  the  thini 

fime^  leave  to  iieap  the  ibeaf  $  day  of  the  third  month;  two 

fuid  it  was  no  fooner  .granted,  day^  after  which  the  law,  or 

\lf^  they  eotered  ioAo  throe  decak)giie,  was  given  in  the  pre- 

difierrnt  Mi^^.  fock   with  a  ieoce  of  aU  the  people  (j). 
^dde  io  his  haad,  and  gathered        (H)  It  is  there&>re  caUed,  in 

each  a  dftfimd  parcel,  which  the  original,  nTy):2ur  jtn  <bag 

they  put  into  thre^  different  ^^^«^»0/>&>orthelt;aflofweek:^ 

tx>xe6,   and  brooght  them  to  fr^m  the  feven  weeks  wbicli 

fhe  (emple.     ^ere  they  were  were  reckoned  from  thstt  pailb* 

^refiied^  winnowed,  and  parch-  ver;  as  from  the  50  days  thfs 

tnl;  and  an  homers  which  con-  Greeks  ^y^  it  the  name  of  pear 

taios  about  3  pimS|  was  £lled  tecofl.    As  for  their  other  oerer 

with  them,  and  prefented  to  monies  on  thofe  days»  the  wadr 

the  prieft,  who  poured  a  quan-  er  may  fee  them  in  Lt^  di  Uor 

city  of  oil,  and  threw  fome  in-  denn  (4). 
fenie,   upon  it;  and,  having 

(i)  VidtXV\X\yt^  .D   Maimm,  □^QDIDI  Cm^O^  -D.   Ahenexr.  i« 
Deut,  xxri.  fg  #/.  (2)  Exod.  xii.  3,  6,  41^  %u         (3)  Ibid.  idx.  i«  X3i^ 

&  fijg*  (4}  C^tm*  Jud.  fart  iii^.  4« 


f-) 


t$  Tki  Hifioty  of  the  Jews  '  B.  L 

The  fecrifices  ordained  upon  this  day  were  to  be,  be- 
fldes  the  two  loaves,  feven  Iambs  of  the  firft  year,  one 
young  bullock,  and  two  rams,  for  a  burnt-ofFering ;  to*; 
gether  with  their  ufual  meat  and  drink-ofierings,  and  like* 
wife  a  kid  for  a  {in-oifering,  and  two  lambs  for  a  peace- 
offering  (I).  No  fervile  work  was  to  be  done  on  that 
day,  fave  that  v^uals  might  be  drefled  ;  and  an  holy 
convocation  was  to  be  called,  as  on  other  folenmfeftivalsg.  % 

The  ftajt  ef  the  tciernacks. 

nefeaft  ^T*  HIS  feftival  was  ordained  in  memory  of  the  40  yeai» 

oftabir-     A    abode  of  the  IJraeliUs  in  the  wildemefs  j  for  which 

mMks.      reafon  it  is  called  thrf  feaft  of  the  tabernacles,  or  tents  (K); 

not  only  becaufe  they  lived  intents,  or  booths,  during  ail 

that  time,  but  becaufe  it  was  to  be  celebrated  in  uich 

s  Levit.  xxiii.  i5>  16,  18,  19.    Exod.  xxxiv.  22.    Kumb. 
xxviii.  27,  &  alib. 

(I)  There  is  fome  difference        (K)  The   original    calls  it 

between  the  facrifices  that  arc  n^ion  an  chag  haffukotby  the 

ordered  on  this  feftival,  in  Le-  feaft  of  the  tents,  or  booths  i 

nnticus  and    in  Numbers  (i).  from  which  the  Gr^f/b  gave  it 

Jofiphus  joins  them  all  toge-  thename^of  S^wfotm^ia  /^e» 

ther  (2) ;  but  whoever  com-  nopegia  (5).  Though  the  texf 

pares  them,  will  rather  think,  iays  it  was  appointed  in  me* 

that  there  is  fome  error  of  the  mory  of  their  abode  in   thft 

tranfcriber,  cither  in  one  or  the  wildemefs,    yet    the   Cbaldet 

other  of  thcfe  places.     Buxtorf  paraphraft  fccms  to  have  unt 

tells  us,  that  the  Jews  were  fo  derftood  it  not  of  their  living 

afraid  left  they  (hould  be  mif-  in  tents,  but  in  the  open  air» 

taken  in   their  calculation  of  when    he   renders   the    word 

this  feftival,  and  that  of  the  fy^OM^  fticcotb,  tents,  by  vdlDTX 

paftover,  that  they  kept  it  two  CD'^^^y  tBe  Jhade  oftbe  clouds. 

days  inftaad  of  one.     He  in-  It  is  likewife  thought  to  have 

ftances  in  one  place  in  Juditb  been  inftituted  as   a  feaft  of 

(3),  in  which  the  Greek  feems  thankigiving  for  the  concluiion 

to  confirm  his  alTertion ;  and  by  of  their  harveft   and  vintage, 

that  means  removes  the  difH-  which  generally  ended  there 

culty  which  has  been  fiarted  of  about  this  time,  which  anfwers 

our  Saviour's  eating  the  pafT-  to  the  beginning  of  our  Oc- 

over  one  day  before  the  reft  of  toher. 
the  Jews  (4). 


kinds 


V 

C-VH.        to  the  BabylcMiilh  CaptPi^ity: 

kinds  of  booths,  made  of  the  branches  ot  feveral  forts  of 
trees,  fuch  as  willows,  palms,  olives,  and  the  like  (A), 
jvid  ereded  in  the  moft  decent  and  convenient  manner^. 

This  feaft  was  the  third  grand  one,  and  equal  in  fo** 
lemnity  ^o  the  other  two,  except  in  ivhat  related  parti- 
cularly to  the  paflbyer.  It  began  on  the  eve  of  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  the  feventh  month  called|7?/r/,  which  was 
^he  firft  of  the  civil  year,  and  anfwered  to  part  of  our 
September  ;  by  which  time  all  the  harveft  being  finifbed 
and  brought  in,  they  returned  their  folemn  thanjb  to  God 
for  it  K  It,  was  to  laft  feven  days,  the  firft  and  laft  of 
l^hich  were  kept  with  the  greateft  ftridnefs  (B),  by  re- 
pairing 

I    ^  Levit.  xxiii.  40,  &  ieqq.  Sc  alib.      ^  Exod.  xxiii.  16. 


•7 


(A)  Mofes  gives  us  a  fuller 
defcription    of  this    feafi:  (6) 
than  of  any  other,  probably 
hecaufe  it  was  not  to  be  cele- 
brated till  after  they  were  fet- 
tled in  the  PromifidLandi  but, 
fitt  to  the  particular  trees,  of 
|i^hich  the  booths  were  made, 
and  the  manner  of  their  flru- 
^ure,  th/ey  are  not  fo  eaiily  un- 
/derftood,   nor  ^reed  on,    a- 
inong  the  Jevfifi  dodlor's :  tho* 
^11  that  is  fuppofed  to  be  meant 
^j  that  lawgiver  was,     that 
ioey  (hottld  d^oofe  fuch  trees 
as  yielded  the  moil  la^ng  and 
agreeable    verdure    and   fra- 
grancy.    This,  at  leaft,  was 
the  (entiment  of  the  wifer  Ca- 
raites^  whoy  defpifing  jthe  nice- 
ties of  the  taMfaliftsiiX\iO\x^t 
they  fufiidently  anf^^red  the 
defign  of  the  leafl,    if  they 
lived  in  fuch  tents  or  booths 
as  their  forefathers  had  done 
>n  the  wikiernefs;  w^ilft  the 
^aUnudifis  and  their  Commen- 
tators have  rather  obliterated 
it  by  their  numberlefs  additions 
to  it  (7). 


(B)  The  firft  day  of  this 
feftival  W2&  ufhered  in  by  a 
general  pr6ce£Ion,  in  which 
the  men  carried  branches 
of  thoTe  trees  mentioned  by 
Mojes  in  the  place  above  quoted^ 
fome  in  one  hand,  and  ibme 
in  the  other,  waving  then 
about  to  the  four  winds,  and 
finging  fome  p^ms  or  hymns 
proper  for  the  folemnity,  and 
crying  hofatmah !  which  word 
doth  properly  fignify ,  fa've,  'wg 
hefeech  tbei.;  from  this  word 
the  laft  day  of  the  feaft  (oa 
which  this  ceremony  of  carry- 
ing palms  round  the  altar  was 
peiformed  feven  times,  and 
with  greater  folemnity,  in  me- 
mory, as  is  pretended  (8),  of 
the  uking  of  Jericho)  (9), 
was  ftiled  Hofannah  Rabbmb^ 
pr  U\e  day  of  the  great  /fo* 
fannmh^ 

The  hundred  and  eighteenth 
pialm  is  likewife  fuppofed  to 
have  been  fung  on,  if  not  com*- 
pofed  for,  that  feftival;  be- 
caufe  there  are  not  only  fe- 
veral  expreflions  in  it,    tha( 


(6)  Levit.  xxiu.  40.  (7)  Vidi  Minfi.  traff,  HDID*  tirhab,  th^rimm 

Mtimoti,  traa,  ")01\t;,  &^ah'^,     ^        (8)  Bajnag,  ibid*      .       {(^)B»fpim^ 


2.8  ^e  Hiftory  of  the  Jews  B.  t, 

pairing  to  the  taberi^acle,  or  temple,  with  palms  and 
other  branches  in  their  hands,  by  marching  round  the 
altar,  and  fmging  the  praifes  of  God  ;  by  ^orifices  pe- 
culiar to  the  folemnity,  over  and  above  the  ufual  ones  ; 
and  by  a  ccflation  from  all  fervile  works,  except  cook- 
try  ^. 

Thev  were  likewife  obliged  to  dwell  in  thofe  booths 
all  the  feven  days,  and  to  eat  and  drink,  and  lie  in  them 
(C),  unleis  lawfully  hindered  ^ 

The 

*  Numb.  xxix.  1 2,  &  alib.        ^  Levit.  xxiii.  42. 


Bave  an  affinity  to  it,  fuch  as 

«3  nn^bvn  mn^  N3ii  4ina 

udonai  hojhibah'f/af  anaadtnai, 
^aixJichah  na\%o)\  but  alfo 
£*om  tke  very  analogy  of  tke 
wrhole  compofure,  with  tke  ce- 
remonies of  that  feaft;  fuck 
as  tke  praying  more  particu* 
Jarly  for  tke  coming  of  tke 
Me£iak,  for  tke  proTperity  of 
tke  next  year,  the  fetcking  of 
water  from  tke  pool  oi  Silmhy 
and  tke  like.  Tkis  laft  cere- 
AKttiy,  however,  is  tkougkt  to 
be  of  mack  later  date,  and  to 
liave  been  introduced  but  a  lit- 
tle before  our  Saviour's  time; 
ckougk  fome  of  tke  Jrws  at- 
tribute tke  inftitution  of  it  to 
tkepropketsif^^^tff  and  Zecha- 
rUih  ( I ) .  Our  Saviour  is  diougkt 
to  kave  alluded  to  tkis,  wken 
ke  cried  in  tke  temple,  on  tke 
lai):  day  of  tkis  feaft.  If  ^ny 
man,  tbirft^  let  him  €omi  unh 
me,  Scz  (2). 

(C)  Tke  Jetxjs  except  oot  of 
tkis  number  tke  fick,  and  their 
fiudes,  and  tkoie  wko  could 
Qot  bear  eitker  tke  dampnefs 
^  tke  eartk,  or  tke  fragrancy 


of  tke  boughs  (3).  It  is  not 
at  all  unlikely,  that  from  tkefe 
cerembfiies  of  carry  ing  branckes 
in  tkdr  kands,  £sff .  Plutarch 
migkt  take  tke  notion,  tkat 
tke  Jenus  celebrated  tkis  feaft 
to  Bacchus ;  and  tkat  tkey  en- 
tered into  tkeir  temples  with 
branckes  of  the  vine  znd  tkyrfe 
in  their  kands,  tkougk  ke  knew* 
not  wkat  was  done  in  the  infide 
of  tkem  (4).  It  is  true,  tkat 
y^/efhtis,  fpeaking  of  tkis  feaft, 
and  of  the  nofcgay,  or  bunch 
of  greens,  wkick  tke  yews 
wore  in  it  (5),  calls  it  eiff^^^avn, 
wkick,  among  tke  Greeks,  fig- 
nified  a  btinck  of  olive,  tied  up 
witk  wool,  on  wkick  hung 
great  variety  of  fruit.  Tkis 
nofegay  ufed  to  be  carried  by 
a  child,  and  laid  at  tke  gate  oif 
tke  temple  of  jffoiio  (6).  But 
our  antkor  kere  tells  us,  that 
tke  Jewifr  one  was  made  up 
of  myrtle,  willow,  and  palm, 
on  wkick  kung  little  fprouts  of 
peack,  or,  as  otkers  render  it, 
young  citrons.  However  tkat 
be.  Spender  kas  from  tkencfe 
United,  that  it  was  inflituted 
by  Mofes  in  imitation  of  tke 


(10)  PCaU  cxvtii.  25.  (i)  Vid.  Cun,  uh.  [up.  Calm.fub,  n)oc,  Penteeofi, 

myer,  ftfi.  HeB,  G'mdwin's  M»f.  &  Aar,  &  al.  Vide  (^  Mijhn,  fub  tit, 
HDlDy  &  JVett.  &  al,  comment,  in  ead,  (2)  John  vii.  37,  38,  (3)  /7«/, 
Mm^,  in  Levit,  xziii.  pritc,  of.  &  neg,  ^  auff.  fup.  eitat,  (4)  5y«- 

fofiac*  proffU  y.        (5)  Ant,, hi,  uit  f.  jo.        ((j  Vid,  gloff,  in  vh, 

beaihevj^ 


*, 


C  VII.  to  the  Babylonilh  Captivity. 

The  facrifices  peculiar  to  this  feaft  were,  on  the  firft 
day,  thirteen  buHoeks,  two  rams,  and  fourteen  lambs  of  a 
year  old  ;  all  without  blemifh,  which  were  ofiPered  up 
in  a  burnt-offering,  with  their  ufual  meat  and  drink* 
offerings,  confi fling  of  a  certain  quantity  of  flour  mingjed 
with  oil,  and  Tome  wine.  To  thefe  was  added  likewife 
a  kid,  for  a  fm-ofFering>  which  was  otfered  up  in  the  naido 
of  the  whole  people  of  Ifrael  \  befides  the  ufual  morning 
and  evening  facrifices,  which  were  never  to  be  intermit- 
ted, and  thofe  which  any  one  might  offer  out  of  devotion. 
On  the  2d  day  they  offered  12  bullocks,  two  rams,  and  14 
lambs,  with  their  concomitant  offerings  of  flour  and  winc^ 
and  a  kid,  as  on  the  firft  day  ^  ;  and  thus  on  the  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  fixtb,  and  Teventh,  they  offered  the  fam« 
iacrifices,  only  leffening  every  day  one  bullock  ;  fo  dnt 
on  this  laft  day  they  (acrificed  but  feven  (D)  ;  as  for  the 

other 

^  Num.  xxix.  17. 


Imtben^  who  about  that  time 
nitd  to  celebrate  fbme  feafb  to 
tkeir  gods,  with  the  fame  mirth 
and  folemnity  (7) ;.  but  Mofes 
gives  tts  a  quite  diifferent  reafbn, 
namely,  that  their  pollerity 
might  knowy   that  God  had 


(which  that  idolatioasdefiidioa 
had  ob£ru&ed  for  a  6xat)y  uv 
token  that  he  did  now  no  ioiig<* 
er  diidain  to  be  among  them^ 
feeing  he  vouch&M*  to  dwdl 
with  them  in  the  tabernacle 
(lo)  :    and»    as  he  ob&rvce 


nuule  the  Ifratlites  to  dwell  in    there»  that  this  happened  ijL 
booths  at  their  coming  out  of    months    after    the    exod,   k" 
^^tlfi)\  and  elfewhere,  that 
(hey  departed  fix>m  Rannfes^ 
aod  encamped  at  Succoth  (9), 

fo  called  from  the  booths  which- 

♦  ■ 

they  reared  up  there,  xht  place 
abounding  with,  proper  mate- 
rials for  them. 

WalioH  adds  ai^ther  reafbn 
to  this  of  Mofe$^  namely,  that 
it  was  on  the  loth  day  of  the    ones  to  be  fung  on  that  day*, 
month  ^fri  that  Mofts  came    Thofe  who    are    carioos    ta 


accounts  for  that  feaft  being  is* 
fHtuted  in  that  jnonth,  rather 
than  in  the  firfl^  in  which  the 
people,  began  to  live  in  boothi 
or  tents.  Le9  de  Modaia  ( 14) 
tells  us,  that  the  pfalms  whick 
begin  with  n'^lbbn^  Hallelt^a% 
that  is,  the  cxi.  cxii  cxiii.  (ste*- 
to  the  czvsii.  were  the 


down  the  fecond  time  from 
Che  m6ant,  and  brought  them 
the  joyful  news,  that  God  was 
appealed  for  the  fin  of  the  gold- 
en calf;  and  that  he]  had  or- 
dered the  tabernacle  of  the 
congsegation  to  be  reared  up 


know  how  the  Jiws  <^ 
ferve  this  feaft  fince  their  di* 
fperfion,  may  find  a  foil  a&» 
count  of  it  ia  the  fame  author 
and  place. 

(D)  The  reafon  which  the 
Jews  give  for  leffianing  on* 


(7)  Dt  Itg.  rit.  Jmd,  I,  i.  e.  6.  &  I.  iii.  c.  8.  (8)  Levit.  zzSi.  42. 

(0)  Exod,  zU.  37.  (10)  Harmon,  evan^,  fd  Luc,  iii.  si.  of.  Mtyeif 

bollock 
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JO  ^hi  H0ory  of  the  Jt^i  fell 

otber  oiFenrigs,  they  continued  the  fame  throughout.  On 
the  eighth  or  laft  day,  which  was  the  moft  folemn  of  all, 
and  on  which  they  were  to  hold  a  folemn  aiTembty,  and 
to  abftain  from  all  fervile  work,  they  offered  but  one  bul-» 
lock,  one  ram,  and  feven  lambs,  beildes  the  goat  for  a 
fin-offering,  and  the  ufual  and  voluntary  facriiices  ^ ; 
t^hich  laft  rofe  and  fell,  according  as  their  harveft  had 
been  more  or  lefs  plentiful.  Laflly,  on  this  day,  the  firft- 
fruits  of  thofe  things,  Which  Were  of  later  growth,  weref 
brought  up,  and  offered  to  God  ;  and  thefe  came  fome* 
times  in  fuch  numbers,  that  they  were  forced  to  continue 
the  feaft  one  day  longer  "*.  * 

J'be  feaft  of  the  trumpets^  aftd  fiew-moons* 

ni feaft  \17E  h^vc  lately  taken  notice,  that  the  month  Ttfri 
•f  the  ^  was  the  firft  of  the  civil,  as  that  of  Jbib^  or  Nifanj 
trumpets,  was  of  the  facred  year :  this  feaft  was  appointed  to  be  kept 

^  Ibid.  ver.  14,  ad  £n.        ^  VideSicoNiuM,  Bertrand* 
CuNiEUM,  Meyer,  Goodw.  &  al. 

bullock  every  day  is»  that  the  folemn  aireml^ly ;  the  Hehreur^ 
whole  number  of  them  offered  word  ri*^yy,  Jbetxereth,  fig- 
in  thofe  feven  days  amounted  nifies  a  retention ;  or,  as  our 
to  jOy  which,  they  fay,  is  the  margin  hath  it  (18),  reftraint ; 
number  of  the  nations  for  for  which  reafon  they  affirm, 
whom  thefe  facriiices  were  of-  that  after  the  feventh  day  was 
fered,  that  they  might  dwindle  over,  and  fo  confequently  the 
by  little  and  little,  till  |hey  feflival,  the  people  uied  to  flay, 
were  all  brought  under  the  or  be  detained,  one  day  long-^ 
fceptre  of  the  Meiliah,  who  er  ( 19).  On  this  day  it  is  that 
is  emphatically  called  the  de-  the  jewjs  end  the  laft  parafha 
£re  of  all  nations  (15).  Thofe  or  fediion  of  the  pentateuch  t 
who  have  called  this  eighth  and,  immediately  after,  begin^ 
day  the  Hofannah-rahha  ( 1 6),  the  iirft,  that  they  may  not 
are  certainly  contradided  by  feem  to  be  better  pleafed  with* 
all  the  Je^Sy  who  affirm,  that  having  ended  the  one,  than* 
it  was  the  feventh  day  (17):  with  beginning  the  other  (20); 
as  for  this  eighth  day,  on  which  and,  for  this  reafon,  it  is  called 
there  was  to  be  what  moft  in-  nnnnnou;^n,  the  feaft  of 
terpreters  render,  as  we  do,  a  joy  of  the  law  (21). 

> 

(15)  Haggaiiu  7.  Vid.  Ho/pin.  orig.  feft,  in  loc»    Goodwin's  Mof,  Sf  Aar» 
lii,  iti.  c.  6.  §.  8.  (16)  dodivin^  ubifup.    Calm,  in  njor,  Tahtmaclt* 

(17)  y/'de  Kfijhn.    ubi  fuf>.     Sbukban  Harucb,  Arbab    Tkurim,     ^   aU 

(18)  Levit,  xxiii.  36.         (19)  VideMunJi,  ibid,     Meyer  defeft,  c.  xvi.  §.  i«;. 

i%6\  Buxtorfin  abbreviat,  (^fynag.Jud,  c,  28.  Vide  (^  Abarb^  in  Deut,  xxxi- 
21)  iiab,  Eliexer  in  Exod*  xxiiu  16.  &  xxxW,  22. 

«  3  «»» 


C  Vn*       to  the  Babyloniih  Captivity.  31 

Off  the  firfE  and  fecond  day  of  that  month.  It  was  to 
be  ufliered  in  by  the  found  of  the  trumpets,  to  be  kepM: 
holy,  free  from  all  fervile  work,  and  to  be  diftinguifhed 
iiom  other  new-moons  by  particular  facrifices  "* 

As  the  Scripture  no-where  gives  the  reafon  of  this 
feftival,  authors  are  much  divided  about  it ;  ti^e  Jews^  in 
general,  believe  it  was  inftituted  in  memory  of  the  crea- 
tion, which  happened  on  that  month  (F) ;  though  feme 
rabbies  think,  that  it  was  alfo  in  memory  6f  Ifaac*s  deli- 
verance, and  of  the  ram  that  was  caught  by  the  horns, 
and  (ubftituted  for  him  ^.  Some  of  the  fathers  are  of  opi- 
nion, it  was  in  memory  of  the  law  being  given  upon 
mount  Sinai  F,  at  which  time  the  trumpet  and  thunder 
was  heard :  others  laftly,  from  ibme  of  the  ceremonies 
obferved  by  the  Jews^  by  way  of  preparation  for,  and 
from  fome  of  their  notions  about  this  feftival  (G),  have 

fanfied, 

■  Levit.  xx»i.  24.     Num.  xxix.  1 2,  &  feqq.  ^  Vide 

R.  Sal.  Fag.  Munst.  &  al.  in  Levit.  xxili.  p  Basil,  in 

PClxxxi.  Theodorbt.  qu.  32.  inLcvit. 

(F)  The  Gemarrab  doth  po-  this  time,  for  the  good  or  bad 

ttively  affirm,    that    inurni  deeds  of  the  fercgoing  year; 

abiyn  N*^D3,  tbi  wnorid  was  according  to  which  he  ordered 

treated  in  tbe  mmitb  of  Tifrii  his  bleffings  and  punifhments 

for  which  reafon,  it  is  thought  for  tlie  next  (23].     The  mifh- 

that  this  feaft  was  ordained  to  nah  exprefly  fays  — « that  at 

prevent  the  old  or  civil  year  the  beginning  of  the  year  they 

being  obliterated  by  the  iacred;  pafs  before  him  like  (heep,  ac- 

andobferves,  that  that  of  the  cording  to  the  faying  of  the 

tabemades    was    to  be   kept  ^^T£i\i\{z^\  From  the  place  of 

7\yV%y  napTlD,  at  the  revolu-  bis  habitation  be  looketb  upon 

tion  or  return,  or,  asourver-  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  earth: 

fioih  renders  it,  though  not  fo  beformed  their  hearts  alike ^  and 

properly,   at  the  end  of  the  C0rr^///rj  [or  takes  notice  of  ]  ^/Z 

year(-t.)  And  the  mifhnafa  adds,  their  <works.     For  this  reafon 

that  the  firft  day  of  this  month  they    thought,    that  nothing 

is  the  head  of  the  year,  from  could  be  more  proper  to  awak- 

which  the  feventh  year,  the  en  men  from  their  deep  of  fia 

jubilee,  Vc»  are  to  be  compu-  than  the  found  of  the  trumpets, 

ted  (22).  according  to  that  of  the  pro- 

(G)  The  antientJVwj  had  phet  7(^^/(2 5),  BIo^aj  the  trum- 
a  notion,  that  God  pafTed  a  pet  in  Sion,  fan^ify  afaft.  Sec, 
kind  of  judgment  upon  men  at     Accordingly  Maimon  obferves 

(f )  nJk  Maim,  Ksdujb  BsUdiftff  c,  9.  (12)  Traff.  njUTH  U;>n,  etp.  x . 
Pidt^  Levit,  XXV,  2fS»^'  {%$)  Vlfi fuf> .  (»4)  ^/*  Xicxiii.  14,  15. 
ride  Htnit^.  §st  ir«rmi,  f»  mt/b/h  (25}  Ch'  n^  paf 

fkosh 


3?  5tbe  Hi^ry  of  tiif  Jgw%  Kl^ 

funded,  that  it  was  to  put  mankind  in  mind  of  the  gene* 
ral  refurrciSlion^  which  is  to  be  uflicred  in  by  the  foundt  dT 
the  trumpet  1 ;  but  the  moft  probable  reafon  for  tbie  feaft,. 
and  for  proclaiming  the  entrance  of  the  civil  year  by  th«! 
fQund  of  the  trumpets^  fecms  to  be  in  order  to  render  it 
more  obfervable,  feeing  all  their  contra<fis,  mortgages,, 
bargains,  and  fuch-like,  as  well  as  their  fabbatic  years 

^  Vide  GooDW.  ubi  fup.  §.  6. 


from  the  Megillab'tahanith, 
that  the  trumpets,  which  were 
more  folemnly  blown  on  faft- 
days,  were  proper  to  excite 
men  to  prepare  themfelves  du- 
ring the  ten  days,  that  were 
between  this  feaft,  and  the  next 
fading-day,  or  day  of  expia- 
tion, for  the  work  of  repent- 
ance (26).  Remarkable  isi  the 
fpeech  which  a  learned  Je^joijh 
rabbi  has  tranfmitted  to  us  (27), 
which  then  ufed  to  accompany 
the  found  of  the  trumpets : 
Aviakey  anjcakefrom  your/letp  \ 
Ofwake^  ye  that  deal  in  fuanity  ; 
for  deadly  is  thejieep  that  hold- 
ith  you.  Confider  ferioujly  in 
your  hearts  'who  it  is  that  ye< 
ere  going  to  appear  before  to 
gi*ue  an  accounty  &c.  The 
apodle  feems  to  allude  to  this 
in  his  epiflle  to  the  Ephefians 

(28). 

Hitherto  there  is  nothing 
either  improbable  or  abfurd ; 
but  that  is  more  than  we  can 
fay  of  the  additions  which  have 
been  made  by  the  Talmudijls  5 
we  (hall  only  inilance  in  two 
or  three  of  them  :  they  believe, 
that  God  keeps  three  books, 
one  of  the  good,  a  fecond  of 
the  bad,  and  a  third  of  thofe 
that  are  neither  one  nor  the 


other.  The  firft  is  the  book 
of  life,  the  iecond  that  of  death ; 
and  thofe  that  are  in  the  third, 
are  to  be  transferred  either  to 
the  firft  or  fecond,  on  the  next 
expiation  day,  according  as 
they  grow  better  or  W6i-fe: 
Thofe  two  books  have  two 
kinds  of  pages,  the  on#  for 
this  life,  the  other  for  the  noxtl* 
and  it  is  on  this  day  that  thcjr' 
think  their  names  arewrittien 
for  that  year.  Upon  thisr  ac- 
count they  take  particularqire^ 
whatever  they  dp  the  refl  of 
the  year,  to  be  well  employid- 
about  this  time.  Some  appe^ 
at  the  fynagogue  in  white, 
others  in  their  fhrouds,  in  tokea 
of  repentance ;  others  will 
plunge  themfelves  gradufJIy 
into  the  water,  confeiiing  their 
fms,  and  fmiting  their  brealbi 
as  they  fmk  lower  and  low^fi 
till  they  are  over  head-  aad: 
ears  in  it ;  and  ladly,  others, 
will  give  themfelves  49  ki&ei. 
on  their  bare  backs,  or  pra- 
cure  fomebody  to  do  it  for, 
them ;.  and,  aftier  thefe  morti' 
fications,  and  fuitable  prayersi 
&r.  they  wi(h  one  another, 
the  happinefs  of  being  writtfO 
down  for  a  good  year  (29)4 


(26)  More  Nevocb,  part  iii.  eh,  4,      (zy)  J^ix^  Shem  *Tob,  tomm,  itt  Maim* 
in  loc,  (28)  Cb,v,  14,  t^ide  Gootlw,  ubi  fup.  §.  6.  (»9)  ^^^ 

Bwttorf,  fyrag.  Jud.  Hofpm.  Qcodwin,  Ucn,  A  AUdtth  &  ni*  .  .  •- 

4  and 


C.  vs.        Uthi  dabyloilifh  Captivity^  || 

and  jubSeeSj  were  to  be  regulated  by  it  r ;  for  which  ttsi* 
fon  the  trtimpets  ceafed  not  to  found  every-where  from 
fimrifing  to  funfettin^  *. 

The  proper  facrinccs  foir  this  folemnlty  were  one  young 
bullock^  one  ram,  and  feven  lambs,  offered  up  in  a  folemn 
bamrK>fferbig,  With  the  ufual  addition  of  dour  and  wine 
in  the  name  of  the  whole  nation,  befides  the  kid  for  a 
fm-ofitring)  aiid  the  daily  and  monthly  facrifices  •. 

*rHE  I/ruelttes  Were  comftiihdcd  tb  thtctvt  the  firftiVwi^- 
-^  day  of  every  liiotith^  or  moon^  and  to  offer ^  befides  ^90«^. 
the  ufual  facrifices,  a  burnt-offering  of  two  young  bullocks, 
dne  nun^  and  feven  lambs^  with  the  ufual  quantity  of 
fiour^  wine^  ahd  oil^  The  moft  folemn  of  all  the 
twehre  was  that  of  i the  month  V/ri^  which  We  fpokc  of 
Jaft,  and  which  was  kept  holy  upon  a  particular  account. 
The  reft  had  nothing  to  diftinguiih  them  from  commoti 
days,  extept  the  facrifices  above-mentioned,  which  Were 
accbinjianied  with  the  found  of  the  trumpets  (H) ;  making 
better  chear,  and,  perhaps^  ufing  fome  kind  of  devotion 
or  aflembhes  peculiar  to  thofe  days.  We  find  nothing 
like  it,  indeed,  injoined  by  Mofis  5  but  one  may  gather 
the  former  from  David's  cxcuk  for  abfenting  himfel.f 
from  SauPs  table  on  the  firft  day  of  the  month  u,  and  the 
latter  fTomv/h2itihtShunammite*s  husband  faid  todifluade 
her  from  going  to  the  prophet* jF/j/^Wj  that  it  Was  mithir 
mw^moonndrjabbath'^n, 

'  Idem  ibid,  f .  5.  *  Vide  ScHiwbLER, Tub  vo^.  -)SUf. 

*  Num.  xxix.  2,  &  feqq.  \  Ibid;  xxviii.  ii,  12,  &Ci 

i  1  Sam.  XX.  5,  iiy  27.        ^  2  itings  iv.  23. 

(H)  The  fixing  the  time  of  potations  as  they  wete   then 

the  new-moon,   for  want  of  able  to  make;  in  which  cafe 

afironomieal  tables^  was  done  the  prefident  proclaimed    the 

ia  this  manner.    Thefirflmen  new-moon  by  faying  Vt;ip7.^ 

that  obicrved^  or  thought  they  Mekudajh^   It  is  confecratid\ 

ohferved  the  new-moon»  were  which  word  was  twice  repeat* 

|0  repair  with  all  fpced  to  the  ed  aloud  by  the  people ;  after  ' 

grano  council,  and  to  give  no-  which  it  was  ordered  to  be  pro- 

tice  of  it.     An  inquiry  was  claimed  every-where   by    the 

l^bcn  made,  whether  the  per*  found  of  the  trumpet,  or  by 

ions  were  cr^bje  witnefi*esi  other  ways,  accordiog  to  the 

and    fecondly,   whether  their  times  and  placet  (30) « 
report  agreed  with  fuch  com- 

(30)  Viii  Ihitiltgtr^in  Gwdw*  nhi  Jup^  %.'j»[uh  mti  £i 

.  Vot.  HI.  D  Hot*- 


Howe  VSR,  though,  in  all  other  reCpefl^  this  day  tru 
like  a  common  day,  they  were  very  fcrttptilots  tel 
obferving  it ;  and  as  the  fpace  of  the  moon's  enterifng  afi4 
coming  out  of  the  par  tile  cot^ua^lion  of  the  fun,  beloi^gs 
one  half  to  the  old,  and  the  other  to  t-be  new  mo^tb/ 
and  they  had  no  fure  ivay  of  computing  t(  With  znf 
exa^tnefs  or  certainty,  they  oUerved  two  daya>  namely^ 
the  laft  dat  of  th^  old,  and  the  firft  day  of  the  new, 
for  greater  (ecurity.  That  this  cuftom  began  very  early, 
feems  plainly  intimated-  in  the  inflante  we  have  given  of 
Saul'y  wherein  it  is  faid,  that  he  excufed  David  for  hit 
abfftncq  on  the  firft  day,  bii^  relented  it  on  the  fecoftd.  .  *■ 

This  irregularity  of  the  moon' obliged  them  Jikewifeto 
m^e  fome  tranfpofitions  of  the  days  of  the  month,  in  or« 
der  to  fix  the  beginning  of  that  o>f  Tifr't ;  and  of  the  Feft  oS 
tlie  months  according  to  that  (I).  But  how  early. tb^^ 
tranfpofitions  began,  is  what  cannot  eafUy  be  coi^e^UFeiU 
All  that  we  know  is,  that  Scaligif  has  taken  an  infinite  deal 
Qf  pains  to  find  out,  and  re<^i!fy  them ;  and  that  tkc^y  havt 
iince  been  of  great  ufe  in  many  cafes,  as  may  be  leen  hf 
the  book  itfelf,  and  by  the  authors  quoted  in  the  marges. 

These  are  all  the  feaft-da.ys  that  were  appointed  by  thd 
Mofaic  law  ;  the  Jews  added,  in  procefs  of  time,  ieventl 
others  in  memory  of  fome  great  mercies  j  flich  as  that  of 
Purim  or  LotSy  in  memory  of  their  deliverance  from 
Hamari's    cruelty/,    the   dedication  of  the  temple,  and 

*  De  emendat.  temp,  Hospin.  orig.  feft.  Buxt.  Goodw« 
Mey.  Usser.  8c  Munster^  &al.  mult.  /  £fther,  c.  ulu 

ver.  20,  &  feq. 

(1)  The  reafon  of  this  tranf-  long  above -grotirid.  The  mute^ 

pofition  was  threefold,  month-  tranfpofition  is  that  which'  it 

ly,  political,and  mi;^t  (34):  the  done  upon  an  account  that  i^ 

monthly  was,  left  they  fhould  par dymeriftrual,  and  partly  pb^ 

Celebrate  the  new-moon  before  licical.     Tbefe  dift$naiofis  SHf^ 

the  old  one  was  expired.     The  In  many  refpedls^  vejty  judkiottl   } 

political  was,  left  two  Sabbaths  d(nd  neceftary  ;  but  they  hairi  -  \ 

or  days  of  reft  fhould  follow  branched  them  out  at  fildl  0 

one  another,  becaufe,  as  it  was  rate,  and  with  rub-dift>in6):J0i% 

forbid  to  drefi  vidluals,  bury  &c,  that  we  chof^  to  r^dr  tlUI 

their  dead,  ^c.  on  fuck  days,  rtfaders  that  are  curious  ablHtf 

they  thought  it  a  grievance  to  fUch  things,  to  thdfe  autkM 

live  twa!<Sys  upon  cold  meaty  Ikientioned  above^ 
and  to  keep  thedead  bodii^fo 


...       ., 


inftiy 


C.  VIL         U  the  Babylonifli  Captivity:  3|^* 

iruny  more,  whkh  we  fhall  not  mention  here,  becaufii 
the/  are  below  our  qpocha.  All  that  needs  be  added  to 
the  foregoing  is^that  there  was  a  oxnmand,  that  if  any  part 
remained  unconfumed  of  the  j&crifices  offered  on  thoTe  fo- 
lemnitieSy  after  the  iirfl  and  fecond  day,  or  even  before,  if 
1^  fle(h  of  them  had  contracted  any  iihh,  fly-blow,  or 
ill  finell,  it  was  not  to  be  eaten,  but  burned  to  a&es  K 

Laws  concerning  the  /abiotic  and  jubilee  years. 

•THE  fabbatic or fcventh  year,  and  the  jubilee,  'wiikixSabhrntie 
•*  happened  once  in  feven  times  feven  years,  are  alfo  to  year 9  kc^ 
be  looked  upon  as  folemil  times.  They  were  appointed  by 
60D,  and  defined  for  reft  and  rejoicing;  and  as  they 
bore  a  kind  of  analogy,  or  rather  were  a  kind  of  confe- 
quence  of  the  fabbath,  or  feventh  day,  they  may  upon 
^t  account  be  aUb  reckoned  among  their  folemn  fefti* 
vak 

Ths  Mohasal  law  diftinguifhes  four  forts  of  years: 
I.  The  cml,  according  to  whkh  all  political  matters  were 
rcgiibted,  cortfifting  of  twelve  folar,  and  afterwards  of  lu- 
tor  men  As  (K),  beginning  at  the  month  Tijri',  or  Septem- 
&r,  as  we  faid  above.     2-  The  facred,  whicn  began  at  tha 

month 


"N 


*  Levitt  va.  15,  &  ieq.    Prsec.  aff.  207,  208. 


^« 


(K)  It  IS  plain.  By  the  cal-  abode  there.      Scaliger  (37), 

eolation  which  Mofes  gives  as  and  others  after  him,  have,  in* 

of  the  days  of  the  flood  (35},  deed,  fuppofed  that  they  had 

and  eliewbere^  that  the  year  an  intercalar  .month  once  in 

csnfifted  of  365  days,  and  con-  fixfcore  years  ;  but  it  is  plain, 

fe^pently  of  12  folar  months,  that  the  Scripture  hints  no- 

the  laft  of  whkh  confifted  of  thing  like fuch  an  intercalation^ 

35  days  ;  and  it  is  more  than  or  year  bf  1 3  months :  tho^  it 

probable^    that,  having  been  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  what  they 

brought  up  in  Egypt,  he  had  did  with  the  fix  additional  hou^ 

learned  that  way  of  reckoning  of  the  Egyffians  to  the  36$ 

firom  them,  becaiife .  they  are  days,  without  fome  fuch  fuppo- 

ipoerally  allowed  to  be  the  firil  iition.    However^  JMofesy   hf 

inventors  of  it,  as  we  have  feen  the  exprefs  command  of  God 

in  their  hiHory  (g6) ;  befidcs  (38),  did  a^rwardft  compute 

that  it-snoil  have  been'  the  moli  the  year  by  moons  ;  for  that  is 

known  .and  tiSy  mefhod  to  the  4h6  meanH>g    of   the    word 

IfraelUe/,  wTio  had  been  ac-"  W^^n^  c/Wi^i^,  from-  vn,  to 

cuftomed  to  it  during  their  long  renew;    though   our    Englijh 

(35)    Ged.ii\^^y^,paff:  (36)  r;V*  vJ/.  i>  49^.  (37)^' 

tmtnd,  tempt  U  iii.  (^S)  Exod.  xii.  2. 

D  ^  vcrf:on 


^6  Ithe  Hifiory  of  the  Jews  B.  K 

m^^  Nifafij  or  March  J  which  was  the  feventh  of  the  civil 
ycar^  atid  rcgulatec^ the  order  of. all  their  religious  cere- 
monies ;  fo  that  the  paffover,  which  happened  in  the  mid* 
die  of  this  month,  was,  as  it  were,  the  mother  of  all  the 
other  feftivals.  3.  The  fabbatic  or  feventh  year ;  and,  4, 
The  jubilee  or  iijt^eth  year,  which  was  kept  at  the  end  of 
feven  weeks  of  years.  We  have  already  faid  as  much  as 
is  neccffary  concerning  the  two  firft. 

taws  CM'     The  fabbatic  vear  was  to  be  kept  t^ry  feventh  year : 

cinnHg  '  the  obfervation  of  it  confifted  chiefly  in  the  five  foUowiBg 

$bi  fi'     articles. 

njnth  I.  In  a  tot;^  ceflation  from  all  manner  of  agriculture  »» 

,^earu  %.  In  leaving  all  the  produdt  of  their  ground  to  the 

poor,  die  orphan,  and  the  ftranger  \ 


'  Levii.  XXV.  4. 

Ter£on  renders  it  month  ;  and 
tkefe  anfwercd  partly  to  one 
of  oar  months,  and  partly  to 
another. 

The  fame  authors  have  ima^ 
gined^that  the  Ifraelites  had  no 
names  for  their  months  before 
the  captivity  (39)^  becaufe  tbey 
are  often  dillingui(hed  only  by 
their  numbers,  as  firft,  fecond, 
tic,  yet  it  is  certain  we  find 
Ibme  of  them  called  by  parti- 
cular names  long  before :  thus 
wc  have  ieen,  that  the  firft 
snonth  of  the  facred  year  was 
originally  called  IlUd),  ahib* 
We  find  like  wife  that  of  it, 
K^(4o),  Ca^jn^N,  ethanm 
(41),  and  ^13»  ^«/(4£);  from 
which  it  is  not  improbable  that 
the  others  might  likewiie  have 
their  names,  though  they  are 
not  recorded,  and  are  oftener 
mentioned  by  their  numbers. 
As  for  the  etymology  of  thofe 
names,  as  well  as  of  thofe  which 
(hey  uiod  after  the  captivity. 


*>  Ibid.  ver.  6. 

about  which  the  learned  havt 
puzzled  their  brains  more  than 
the  thing  deferves,  we  think 
it  too  uncertak^  to  trouble 
our  readers  with  it ;  and  fhall 
content  our&lves  with  fubjoin- 
ing  a  lift  of  the  names  them- 
ielves  I  whith  is  as  follows : 


Days 

I  T//ri  30- 
a  Marcbeftyvan  29 

3  Cbafleu  30 

4  *JMet  19 
<  Sebat  30 

6  Adar  29 

7  Nifas  30 

5  r(ar  29 
91  Sivan  30 

10  Thammufi  29 

XI  Abb  30 

12  Eiut  29-^ 


>r 


f  September ^ 
\Oaoher, 
XNoven^n 
\Decembir% 

fFebrumrim 
\Mareb, 
XApril. 
iMsy. 
lytme. 


To  this  M  Atf  z6ded,  in 
procefs  of  time,  the  inceradar 
month,  which  they  called 
ll^n,  *veadar,  that  is,  amd,  of 
thi  ficmif  adar^  as  that  wii 
the  hft  of  the  bmA  year«. 


(30)  Vidt  H9ttittr,  in  G99dw»  Mil  €,  U  §r  13.  note  3.  (40)  t^i^ 


^Ik 


C.  VH.  to  the  Babylomfli  CaptiiAty.  0 

3.  Li  die  rcleafe  of  all  Hebrew  flaves,  unlefs  linfj  volun- 
tarily renounced  their  proffered  liberty,  and  cfiofe  to 
abide  by  their  old  mafters  ;  in  which  cafe  diey  were 
to  be  brought  before  the  judges,  and  tp  have  their  ears 
bored  in  their  prefence,  in  token  that  they  freely  em- 
braced a  perpetual  fervitude,  or,  at  leaft,  till  the  year 
of  jubilee*^.  ' 

4.  In  the  remiflion  of  all  debts  from  one  Ifraelite  to  an-  . 
other :  but  this  did  not  extend  to  ftrangers,  who  were 
excluded  that  benefit  <>• 

5.  It  was  to  begin  and  end  on  the  month  7i/r/\  Or  5/^- 
temhevy  that  there  mi^  be  fufiicient  time  for  ga- 
thering all  the  fruits  of  the  earth  of  that  year,  and  for 
fowing  it  againft  the  next  year,  that  fo  the  land  might 
not  lie  fallow  two  years  together  *  (L).    Some  other 

laws 

*  Exod.  xxi.  2,  &  feq.  &  alib.  ^  Deat.  xv.  i,  &  feq^ 

'  Levit.  XXV.  9. 

(L)  This  year  is  by  Mofn  The  reader  nay,  if  iieplcaies» 

caUed    by   feveral  names,   as  confult  the  aothors  quoted  in 

fl^yn^lKn  TT^^tJhanab  ba/kbig^  the  margin  (44).     Bat,  if  any 

hitb^    the  (even th  year  n:2>t^  opinion  appears  to  us  more  pro* 

\yxi,  Sabbatb  baaretfc^   the  bable  than  another,  it  is  that 

Saljbath,  or  reft  of  the  earth ;  of  the  learned  arehbifiiop  Vjber^ 

nrn^b  n<DDU^,  Jhemitah  hd9-  who  fixes   it  on  the  lcvcntl> 

nau  the  releafe  of  the  Lord,  year  aAer  the  manna  ceaied^ 

and  the  like.    The  time  of  at  whieh  time  they  began  ta 

jrear  in  which  it  was  to  begin,  fbw  and  till  the  ground  (45). 

u  no-where  fixed  by  Mofes ;  but  Cun<eus  fpeaks  ftiU  ihore  ^^ 

is  eafily  gathered  from  that  of  ticularly  to  the  (a'me  eflcfi ;  his 

the  jobilee,  which  was  to  begin  words  run  thus  (46)  :  Th6re  'pk 

on  the  loth  of  the  7th  month  no  neceflity  for  beginning  the 

(43)9    and    from   the    reafoii  epoch  of  the  ieven  years  at  th^. 

given     under     that     article,  divifion  of  the  land  of  Canaafi^^ 

as  well    as  from    the   gene-  but  rather  at  the  death  of  Ma^ 

tality  of  7^*u;/>&  authors.  How  fes^,  which  was  the  ftrty-fiVll 

ibon  this  fabbatic  year  was  ob;  after  the  exod ;  and  tlien  the^ 

iervcd  after  their  entrance  into  firft  fabbatic  year  wilt  be  on 

Canaan^  is  varioufly  reckoned  the  7th  af^r  the  paflage  of 

lioch  by  Jewt  and  Cbrifiktm^  Jordtin  i  fd  that|^.af\er  having; 


f 43}  JDer*  XV.  ••  {^  Ctmar^KUJulh.    Gemar,Wirjf»   in  lot. 

Medar  Holam,     Maiimn,  ASbtmitsh  ^Tvh^,  pajL    Ahsrban,  ifty^/h.  j.W^ 
Si,  y  tf/ti^.    R,  Dav,  Gantx,  in  Ztmacb^  JSA  ai,  *ailifrer,.ssimt^  itkchf^nic^ 


Mwffh*  &  4liK  Goothv*  Mof.  &  jfatm  /.  iil.  t,  9.       Munft,  eaUnd,       Meyer  J^ 
einif.fo^^  17^    ^im.  Csrm^  4/.        .    C4S}  ^«^  '^*  ^*  ^5S4»  i^\ 

Da  ^ 


t$  ^ke  Wfipry  af'ihe  Jews  'B.  h 

^  laws  we  find  relating  to  thk  year,  fuch  as  that  thofe 

fenrants  who  were  releafed  in  it,  (hould  not  go  away 
empty ;  but  that  a  compenfation  fhould  be  n^e  to 
thcin  for  their  fervicei ;  that  they  (hould  not  with-< 
draw  any  needful  affiftance  from  tneir  poor  brethren^ 
by  reafon  of  the  nearocfk  of  the  fevetith  yearS  ;  with 
fome  others  relatmg  to  the  opening  of  their  fields,  or- 
chards, and  vineyards,  to  all  comers,  and  the  like  (M). 

.  Among,  tbeie  was  that  remarkable  one  of  reading  the 
law  before  all  the  people,  on  the  day  of  Pentico^.  For 
as  they  were  to  abflain  foom  all  works  of  hiifbondry) 
there  is.no  doubt  but  there  was  a  greater  concourfe  to 

'  hear  it  fhan  could  have  been  at  any  other  intermediate 
year.. 

.  The  reafons  and  excellence  of  thefe  laws,  as  well  as 
thofe  that  relate  to  the  jubilee,  are  obvious  to  every  one, 
l)eing  extremeiy  proper  to  breed  up  a  feithlefs  and  ftubbcrn 
nation,  in  a  conftant  dependence  upon,  and.  fubjedion  ttf 
the  divine  providence ;  and  to  infpire  them  with  fentiments 
of  mercy  and. beneficence  towards  their  poor  brcth^n,  fer- 
Vants,  flaves,  and  ftrangers,  by  reminding  them  of  thcif 
Egyptian  flayefy  5  which  is  affigned  as  one  of  the  reafons  of 

* 

^  Dent,  )cv.  13,  &f  eq.  g  Ibid.  ver.  7,  &feq. 

been  taken  up  iix  years  in  the  any  of  thefe,  we  may  rea/bn* 

conquefl  and   dividing  of  the  th\y  fuppofe,  that  they  made 

land,  the  feventh  proved,  in  all  ivhat  provifion  they  coold  a* 

refpeds,  a  year  of  reft,  feeing  gainfl  that  time,  of  fuch  thinei 

they  rafted  from  their  conquefls,  is  could  be  eaiUy  )>reibved| 

^d  peaoeabiy  enjoyed  the  fruit  fuch  as  corn,  wine,  oil,  olives; 

of  them^  acfd.of  the  conquered  raiiins,  figs,  dates,  pulfe,  and 

land.     .     ^  the  likes  and  as  to  herbs,  roots, 

(M)«It  may  be,  perhaps,  afk-  fruits,  and  all  kind  of  n^iSO, 

ed,  what  th^y  lived  upon  during  or  thines  of fpontaneous  growth, 

that  y^ar,  if  they  mufl  relin-^  they  might  gather  th^m  in  their 

^ui(h  the  produd:'  of  all  their  own  or  any  other  ground :  tho* 

lands  to  tl)e  popr  ?  But  it  mull  even  this,  fome  of  their  rigid 

be  remembred,  that  they  were  fcribes  pronounce  unlawful,  nof 

^owed  to  take  as  much  out  of  (b  much  becaufe  the  law  tx^* 

it  as  was  fufficient  for  them-  prelly  forbids  it,  as  fbr  fear  of 

ielves  and  their  ^milies  (47).  tranfgrefling  by  too  great  a  11- 

However,   as  ibme -of  ,them  berty  (48}. 

8iade  a  fcruple  to  touch  even  ' 

•  t*7)  LfviK  xvf,  6,         (48)  nJi  Ben  Mitm.  uhijupra,  tfa^»^tflV!Q3Lt 

^     *  ;     -  thil 


C  y  n.       to  ^  fb^  B^yloiuAi  Captivity.  ^ 

this  ioftifCvtkin^  2  to  which  we  4nay  add  another,  iiamely, 
the  gr^t  advai^t^^  which  the  land  received  by  being  left 
6H0W  t^vprf  feveatb  year.  However,  the  generality  of  th^ 
Jiis^t  and  a  great  nun»ber  of  QhrijfUans  botji  aptimt  an4 
•odem,  )»ve  loojced  upon  the  majn  defign  of  thde  infti* 
tvUeias  t9  be  typic;al  of  the  rmlUnnium^  or  th^ufand  yeart 
left  ;  kiXjt  ^  iti&e  Psniateuch  confecrates  the  fcventh  iiay, 
^  feventh  yea/,  and  the  (even  twines  feve^uh  year,  to  reft, 
^y  conclude,  tbat  the  w^rld  wijl  laft  fix  4^pu(£^.d  year;^ 
in  the  iUle.we  /ije  it  ia;  or,  as  Jit.  Eliasj  In  tlve  Tafymd^ 
Cflipredes  it,  two  thou&nd  years  wkhout  the  law,  two 
tboufaiivl  ui¥)^  the  law,  and  jtwo  thou^M^id  .und(^  the 
Mbssiah^;  after  i/tdxich  .<;on^s  the  grand  .4bbath  of 
0oe  tboufand  years :  but  this  i$  too  nice  a  povQt  ibr  us^ 
wd  whioh  we  willingly  reCor  to  the  diviae^ ;  pj4y  w^ 
b^  le^ye  to  obfehe,  (rocn  a  modeft  hii^  of  the  learne4 
Mr.  M<de  ^,  tip^  as  long  ^  we  perfift  in  de^iog  the  ie^* 
toad  appeajrance  of  Cams t  upon  earth,  in  w  glorious 
a  qiaim^  4s  his  firft  was  obfcure,  we  (ball  hardly :be  able'^tp 
convince  the  Jewsj  that  he  is  the  true  prooiifed  Mie  «s  1  ah  ;, 
bccaufe  we  can  give  no  tolerable  rea(b/i  w^y  4te  propho*^ 
%}ff»  QOQcef ning  his  hunuli^tion  and  f^fferings  (hoi^d  be  uo- 
d^rjftqod  in  a  lite^^  and  thofe  of  his  exaltation  and  glo* 
rious  re^n  ima  fpiititual  fenfe.  W]i]^rea3  weife-the  do6lrii«s- 
of  the  fniUennumy  which  is  far  from  being  aiui-evangelrcal 
in  aay  but  \  J^ifi^  and  carnal  .fenfe,  generally  received,  it 
would  ofloSb^y  anlwer  one  of  ^ir  ftf ongf^  objci^ions^ 
without  cafting  the  leaft  refle<Sion  on  the  Chrijiian  rcli- 
.^ion,  wJWft  tl^  yewi  wore  left  at  their  liberty  to  take  it 
mas  &ro6^  and  .we  in  as  4>irituftl  and  refined  a  fenfe  as  we 

Laws  relating  to  the  jubilee. 

THIS  ifolemnit^  is  At  bft,  and  moft  confidiarable^  that  7^^'^f 
God  tnjoined  to  the  Jfi^etius.  It  was  Co  be  cele  y^^^* 
t>fBt«d^^^«ryii^tioth  year^,  aoid  had  thi^  advantage  over 
Aat  of  the  feventh,  that  it  rcleafed  all  flaves  that  had  refufed 
•Acix  Ub.crty  ;  ^linihilated  all  debts ;  and  reftored  to  every 
man  sdl  his  lands,  houfes,  wife,  children,  and  pofTeffiojis, 
however  alienated ;  and  every;  Hebrev^  fervant  or  flave  to 
\i\s  own  tribe  apd  family,  liberty -and  property,  how,  and 
lipoh  what  account  foevg:  he  b^  been  deprived  of  ihem  f^, 

»>  Ibid.  ver.  15.  ^  Traft.  Sanhedr.  J.  Hekc.    Vide 

'#for»iii   GoODw.  Mtr.  Mcimr.  U  al.-  i^Clay.  Apo- 

^  calypt.  ^  fin.  >  Lcrh. xxv.  «J  &  %.     '        «'  l^. 

*tcr.  aft  41, &  alib»  -  .  .    ^.. 

IX  4  '  duxiajt 


^  ^'l^e  Hiftory  of  the  Jtv9%  Kt, 

during  thofe  50  yean :  for  this  reafon  it  is  that  we  think,  af* 
ter  many  commentators,  that  it  was  called  Jubileey  or  IIh 
bely  bec?iufe  it  r^ore4  every  thing  to  its  priftine  ftate  (0)« 
However,  it  muft  bp  obferved,  that  this  privilege  extended 
no  further  than  to  the  original  Ifraelites^  or  to  thofe  who 
had  been  incorporated  into  their  relieion  and  common-^ 
wealth  by  circumcifion ;  thefe,  indeed,  might  claim  thct 
benefit  of  it,  though  th?y  had  been  fold  for  Haves  for  any 
crimes,  even  b^  the  fentence  of  die  grand  (knhedrin  "  ;  butf 
as  for  the  Qentiksy  they  were  wholly  excluded  from  it  <>• 
'  Some  think  that  the  Ifraelites  were  wont  to  reckon  by 
jukikeSi  as  the  Greeks  did  by  olympiads^  the  R$mans  by 
lufira^  and  the  Chrtftians  by  indiSfions  P ;  and  probably 
they  did  fo,  becaufe  they  were  always  to  have  regard  to  that 
year  in  all  bargains  of  lands,  houfes,  and  the  like,  which 
generally  fold  for  n^ore  or  lefs,  according  to  thei^  neameft 
to,  or  ai(^ance  from  it  Si.  As  for  the  pofleiSons  of  the 
priefts  and  Levitesj  they  had  trertain  privileges  and  immu<« 
nities,  which  (hall  be  fpoken  of  in  a  more  proper  place  r. 

During  the  whole  twelve  months  all  kind  of  agricul-> 
ture  was  exprefly  forbid,  the  poor  had  the  benefit  of  the 
barveft  and  vintage,  and  of  all  the  product  of  that,  y^ar} 
and  all  other  things  of  that  nature  went  on  after  the  fame 
manner,  as  they  did  in  the  fabbatic  year.  The  beginning 
of  it  was,  by  God*s  own  appointment,  fixed  to^'the  fc- 
venth  month  Tifri  %  which  is  about  the  time  of  the  au^ 
•tumnal  equinox;  but  in  what  year,  after  they  entered  into 

»»  Levit.  ver.  40.        ^  Ibid.  vcr.  46.    Vide  Maimon.  traft. 
D^l^y,  C.9.  P  HospiN.  orig.  fed.  cp.  Goqdw,  Hot. 

TiNc.  '  Lcvit.  XXV.  27,  &  fej.  ?  Ibid.  yer.  32, 

&feq.  ?  Ibid,  vpr.,5,9. 

^O)  Authors  are  ^kn  into  back,  &r.  which  Is  what  the 

various  opinions  about  the  ety-f  jubilee  did.    The  reader  may 

inon  of  this  word,  concerning  fee  that  word  occur  in  many 

which  the  reader  may  ^nfult  places  of  Scripture,  and  parti* 

the  authors  quoted  in  the  mar-  cularly  in  the  Pfalms^  where, 

gin  (55) ;  but  we  prefer  that  among  others,  he  will  find  this 

which  derives  it  from  the  ob-  expreffion :   n^lD^  >^  l>>av» 

fblete  root    vIlS  yabaly  in  hi-  Tobilufat  lemmorab^  Brimgfre^ 

phil,  bain,  bebiU  which  figni-  fents  to  biiH  tbat  is  io  bf  fiared 

^>    to  real,   reftort,   bring  (56). 

(S5}  RMin,fer,  9mH,  Vide  Kimcb.inrad.fobv9e.  b^V»  Gotdw,  Mff* 
faitnjl,  &c,  JBoeharg,  ArVivss.  Sickiut  a/nut,  in  Maimit,  Jhemitab  vevohel,  mU  §• 
00oevfin,  Hotting,  fifr.  (56)  Pfa/m  Uttvi,  vtr.ftnmlt*  vidt  &  Job  X.  If. 


C.  VIL       i0  the  Babyloniih  Capthkyl 

the  land  of  jCanaoftj  they  celebrated  the  bAjuHUe^  and 
whether  from  the  beginning  of  every  forty-ninth,  or- 
fiftieth  ye^r,  is  not  eafV  to  determine.  As  to  the  former, 
jtbe  yiws  bqgin  to  reckon  the  firft  of  the  fifty  years  from 
%»  fourteenth  after  'fojhua^s  paffing  the  Jordan.  How* 
their  computation  ran, -^  according  to  the  learned  Maimon^ 
Paioy  and  Joffphus^  the  reader  may  fee  in  the  margin « 

Thk 
■  Ubi  fup.  c.  lo.  ex  verf.  Becjkm. 

(Qj  **  From  their  entrance 

''  into  Canaan  to  their  being 

^  carried  out  of  it»  are  ieven- 

^  tei^n  jqbileet;<a|idthe  year 

**  in  which   they  went  into 

<*  captivity*  and  the  temple 

^'  was  deftrovedy  was  the  fe* 

''  venth»  or  ubfaa^c  year,  smd 

^*  the  thirty-fi^h  of  the  i8th 

^*  jmitJlee,  which   they  prove 

*'  thos  :  th^  iirft  temple  fiood 

f*  1 14^  years*,  after  which  there 

^  was  an  end  of  that  epocha; 

**  the  land  then  did  lay  wafle 
'  **  icventy  years*  and  then  the 

^  ieoond   tem^  W3s    built* 

«  vhish  flopd   likewi&  i?p 

**  years.    In  the  ftventh  year 

**  after  its  jreftoration*  Ezra 

**  went  up  to  Jirufaiim ;  and 

'*  from  this  time  began  a  fe> 

**  oond  epocha.    On  the  thir- 

^  teenth  after  the  lebuilding 
'^  c£  the  tempk*  they  celcr 

**  brated  the  iecQnd  4bbatic 

^  ycair;  and  {cycn  weeks  of 

**  years*  or  forty-nine  years, 

**  being  elapfed*   they  cpnie- 

y  crated  the  fiftieth ;  for  tho^ 

^  they  did  not  celebrate  the 

^^  jMii   after   their   return 

^'  from  the  captivity*  never* 

^  thd^    they    oontinoed  to 

**  compute  the  vears  of  it*  in 

^  cuder  to  celoirate  the  &b- 


4r 


''  batic  ones.''  Thus  bx  Mai^ 
moni  but  here  it  muft  be.ob* 
ferved*  that  he  has  followed 

theredtoniogof  7e/^;^^»  Phikt 
and  of  all  the  Jews^  who  not 
only  place  the  firft  £d)bati^ 
year*  and  confequently  the  ;»• 
hiUi^  feven  years  \kXex  than 
VJiffr  and  CtoutmSf  namely, 
froxn  the  fourteenth  year  afi£r 
their  entrance  into  Canaan,  but 
allow  fifty  complete  years  to 
every  JtAHea  whereas  that 
primate*  and  with  him  a  grea^ 
number  of  learned  Cbrifiianf 
(i)*  think  that  it  was  cete- 
brated  every  forty-ninth  year^ 
as  we  ihall  &e  prefendy.  How« 
ever*  as  he  has  here  redified 
the  Jrmjb  chronology  in  ibme 
other  refpeds*  fo  he  reckons 
but  the  iame  number  of  ju^ 
hihis  that  Maimon  doth  before 
the  deftru^on  of  the  tepiple  ; 
as  the  reader  may  (^  in  tha 
table  at  the  end  of  his  ahuak 

under  th#  word  T''^'*^'* 
The  firft  of  them  he  fix^ 

on  the  3^3iSth  year  of  the  Ji^ 
Han  period*  which  is  the 
a669th  of  the  world*  or  1306 
years  before  Chrift*  and  tKe 
feventeenth  or  laft  befiire  )th«r 
captivity  in. 4102  of  i^tjn* 
Ua»  penod*  3393  of  the  worlds 


« 


......  '  .     •  .  ■:  -i 

(1)  Arft  CarJiMoI,  drard,   Mereat,  In  tbrml,  Jof,  ScaHger,  Pttav* 


W^^W 
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TBiHi/tdfy  0/  tie  Jt^ffi  B.T. 

'  It  is  plam,  the  defign  of  this  ordinano^  was  to  prevent 
the  too  great  oppreiEon  of  the  poor,  as  well  as  their 
being  liable  t»  a  perpetual  flavery.  By  this  means  alib^ 
their  lawgiver  renramed  the  rich  from  accumulating 
lands  upon  lands,  and  preferved^  as  much  as  poffible,  the 
freedom  and  order  of  Ifraelitijh  families,  and  a  kind  of 
equality  with  refpte^l  to  their  polleffions,  than  which  no<- 
thing  could  more  efFedualiy  infpire  them  with  a  particular 
fondnefi  for  their  country  and  patrimony,  whilft  they 
knew,  that  this  laft  could  never  be  alienated  from  their 
pofterity  aboVe  the  (pace  of  half  a  century  at  the  moft.  * 

Expiation-d^j  or  day  of  atonement.    ' 

THIS  is  the  laft  folemn  day,  that  was  of  divine  infti* 
tution.  It  differed  from  all  the  reft,  in  that  they 
•were  days  of  joy  and  thank&iving ;  but  this,  ^  a  day  of 
fafting,  humiliation,  and  confeffion  of  fins,  and  the  only 
one  of  that  kind  of  divine  appointment  ^%  if  we  except 
that  occafional  one,  which  God  injoined  the  IfraeliUs^ 
after  their  fetting  up  the  golden  calf  ^  (S),  but  which  We 

'  Levit.  xxiii.  26,  &  feqq.      ^  Exod.  xxsd^.  i^  &  feqq» 


(S)  And  yet  we  do  not  find 
one  f^ord  of  fafting  on  that 
felemn  occaiion  of  humiliation* 
nor  even  on  tbis  day  of  expia- 
tion* unlefs  vye  fuppofe  it  to 
be  implied  in  the  words^  a/- 
JliBingpurfiuli,  However,  it 
would , be  abfuid  to  deny*  that 
lifting  bad  been  in  ufe  long 
before  Mofef^$  time,  becaufe  he 
has  not  taken  notice  of  its 
being  prafUfed  by  any  of  the 
old  patriarchs ;  'Pr,  that  it  was 
not  intemled  as  part  of  fblemn 
humiliation,  becaufe  it  is  not 
expriefled  in  fo  many  words. 
The  contrary  feems  rather  to 
follow  from  bu  filence,  not 
only  becaufe  the  early  cuflom 
of  &fting  among  the  hiathens 
vpon  idl  particofar  occafionf, 
if  in  the  ttfe  of  the  Ntnevitts 


(j9),  and  many  others,  (hews 
it  to  have  been  difcovered'  by 
the  light  of  reafon ;  but  be- 
caufe the  very  courfe  of  natnte 
ieems  to  give  it  a  fandtion  1  for 
when  men  are  vifitcd  With  any 
fenfibleafflidion,  or  thfeaten(d 
with  any  immediate  danger,  it 
never  mils  of  palling  the  ap* 
petite,  and  inclining  them  to 
fsJk.  And  what  evinces  that 
this  practice  was  well  known 
among  the  Ifraetttes*  is,  the 
many  inflances  which  we  meet 
with  from  Mofei\  time.  Thoi^ 
after  their  unexpected  defeat 
before  Hai^  Jojhm  zni  all  the 
elders  of  jj^a^/ continued  pro^ 
ftrate  before  the  ark  mm 
morning  till  night  without  eat^ 
ing or  £inking(6o) ;  the  fame 
was  pra^ed^y  the  eleveft. 


(S9>  7^^  i^  «  «.  (60)  7.>,  tBiH. 


U^ 


<^.  VII.        U  Ibe  Babylonifh  Captivity. 

do  not  find  to  have  been  made  annual  by  Mefer^  at  ob^* 
ferved  by  the  people  till  after  the  captivity »  when  thef 
became  lo  rel^us,  that  they  appointed  as  many  f^  for 
die  mifcarriages  and  misfortunes  that  bad  happened  to  their 
nation  before  it,  as  filled  hear  the  foorth  part  of  their 
ddendar  i ;  but  this  is  not  die  proper  pbce  to  (peak  of 
them.  Thofe  whp  confedure,  that  this  expiationHJaf 
was  ordained  in  meipory  of  the  goldea  calf,  limit  the  de« 
tffi  of  it  too  much,  feeing  it  appears  rather  inftituted  to 
expiate  the  fins  of  the  whole  nation,  both  public  and  prn 
vate,  but  more  parcicuhrty  thofe  of  the  foregoing  year. 
This  is  to  be  plainly  inferred  from  the  name  which  Mo/es 
ghrea  it  (T),  as  weU  as  fi'om  the  confeflion  of  fins,  and 
other  remarkable  ceremonies,  which  he  injoined  to  be 
ufed  on  that  day,  of  which  we  are  now  going  to  fpeak. 

-  f  Vide  Mifim.  megHlatk  tahanith^  per  tot,  Lamt^  Cm,- 

MBT,  Sc  al. 


^ 


tribes  upon  anotker  oc^ifion 
{61);  by  all  the  people  at 
'Mtxpeh,  in  token  of^  their  re- 
pcntaace  for  having  ierved 
jBaaUmt  and  other  ftraivge  gods 
(62) ; .  and  more  particularly 
by  Duwd,  in  hc^s  of  faving 
the  life  of  the  child  he  had  got 
by  Bathjbeba  (63).  And  by 
sMe,  and  many  more  infUnces 
cf  the  like  nature,  it  appears, 
that  they  not  only  abfbdned 
from  eating  and  drinking,  but 
fifna  all  other  things  that  might 
fcfieih  either  the  body  or  mind. 
Aooordingly,  the  Miflma  for- 
bids thcfe  fix  things  on  theie 
£x  days,  eating,  drinking, 
bathing  or  wafhing,  anointing, 
putting  on  of  (hoes  or  fandab, 
and  matrimonial  intercourfe 
(64) ;  for  vitiy  one  of  which 
they  quote  one  or  more  prece- 
dents out  of  the  facred  books. 
.  (T)    The  original  calls  it 


the  day  of  expiations  or  aieae- 
ments;  becauie  on  that  day 
there  was  atonement  made 
for  the  fins  of  the  whole  fore* 
going  year,  and  of  the  whole 
people.  For  which  reafbn  the 
Tabnud  calls  it,  by  way  of  ex-» 
cdlence  t^Ol\  yoma^  the  day ; 
and  perhaps,  likewife,  ^m  z 
tradition  they  had,  that  it  was 
OB  that  day  that  AiUm  begam 
to  repent  of  his  tranigreffion* 
and  Goo  was  reconciled  to  htm 
(65 ).  For  the  world,  and  con* 
recently  our  firft  parents,  ac* 
cording  to  them,  were  created 
on  the  firil  day  of  this  months 
as  we  have  feen  before;  their 
tranfgreffion  and  puniflmieniL 
followed  immediately  afier^ 
and  fo,  confequently,  their  re- 
pentance; for  which  reafoii 
fome  of.  diem  think,  that  thi» 
day  was  appointed  in  memory 
of  the  £J1  (66). 


(94r)  7'r.  foma,  (6j)  Rah^  Efeazar,  in  Tglmude^  Vide  Jkgrk^  i$mm,  to 

JUtm,  xJOii.  (06)  riJk  p/,  i.  ^,  iMi '         '  ,,- 


4^  ThJiifi^ryi/tktJim:  ^    '::^:fe 

We   (ball  (ay  Berthing  of  the  typical  folatton   it  bca^^ 
to  the;  grand  expiadgn  wrought  under  the  gofpel;  that 
being  out  pf  our  province* 

It  was.  to  begin  on  the  evencng  of  the  ninth  day  of', 
the  feventh  numth,  and  to  laft  till  the  evening  of  the 
tenths  durifig  which  time  they  .were  obliged  to  abflaia^ 
kom  aU  kbour  and  pleafure,  and  to  continue  in  the  work 
of  mortificationt  ui^der  the  penalty  of  being  cut  off  from 
among  their  people.  They  w«re  hkewife  to  hold  a  fb- 
lemn  convocation^  to  confefs  their  fms,  and  to  ofier  a 
peculiar  iacrifice  for  them  by  fire  Si. 

Thb  bigh-priefi's  ofEce  ort  this  day  was  ftiU  more  fe» 
Tbmn  and  awful.  It  was  the  only  time  in  the  whole  yeac 
OH  which  he  was  permitted  to  enter  into  the  moft  holy 
l4ace,  under  pain  of.  liidden  death  fron^  the  LoRp>  ^  and 
therefore  he  was  obliged  to  prepare  himfelf  for  this  grand 
cerefnony  in  tba(t  fxtraordinary  manaer  which  was.  pre- 
fcribed  by  God  Jiinifelf,  as  follows :  he  was  jfirft  of  aU 
to  wa(h  himfelf,  not  his  hands  and  feet  only,  as  at  other 
billies,  btrt  Ms  whol&  body.  Tbc  Taimud  ttdi^  that  bs 
Upas  ^  abftain,  dutrlng  (even  whole  days,  ivom  all  aui^ 
trimonial  commefce,  and  from  every  thing  that  mjgbt 
caufe  an  accidental  pdlcrtion,  and  thereby  render  Mni 
unfit  for  this  duty  ^ ;  fecondly,  bis  mrtrc,  breaft-|^tey 
and  other  prieftly  ornaments,  were  to  be  fet  afidc  on  that 
day,  and  he  only  to  appear  cloathed  in  linen  ;  tfais  garb 
confifted  only  in  a  linen  mitre  or  cap,  a  coat,  breeches, 
iind  a  girdle.  He.was  in  the,  third  .place  to  offer,  as  foon  , 
as  he  cafBe  to  the  holy  place,  a  young  bullock  for  a  fin* 
offering,  and  a  ram  for  a  |>umt-offering,  for  himfelf  an4 
hi9  whote  houfoi,  confeffing  his  and  their  fins  over  tbem^ 
After  this,  he  received  from  fome  x>i  the  heads  of  the 
aflembly  a  couple  of  kids  for  a  fiii-offeriiJ|^  and  M  ran  - 
for  a  bm-nt-offeong,  for  the  whole  congregation.  Then 
m^cff^  two  goacft  fee  before  the  tabernacle,  and  the  high^ 
frkOi  csrft  lots  for  <hcm,  which  of  the  two  ihould  be 
fictifeed  on  ifiat  day,  and  which  ftiould  be  fem  away : 
tirid' this  latter  was  called //^z^zf/ (U),  or  fcape^goae. 

He 

«    f  Levit.  xxiii.  ty,  &  feqq«  ^Ibid^  xvi.  a.         .' 

.  aAisn.  ao9« 


(U)  We  have  here  followed  from  TV,  a  goa;t,  and  >TM  tb 

our  verfion,  and  the  generality  go,   or  to  efcape ;  in  which 

^  eenniieiitatots,  who  dh-ive  they  have  followed  the  Stftma- 

the  word' >T{stT7>   Gkakazel,  gint,  who    haye  rendered  it 

•' ".  ciiro- 


/^^/fa^^  -^^ 


The  high  pHip.st  on  the 

DAY  or  EXPIATION. 


'tV 


L      to  the  Bal^IonUh  Q^thity.  4f 

en  entered  into  theboljof  holies,  with  hit -cMief 
.  band^  and  a  large  qmuatitf  of  fine  iacenfir  bexten 

i'TAi&'f  and  the  Ia//«  tkat  di»  fcape-foat  was  feat, 

em  emijarius  (67) :  and>  with  its  load  of  fins,  to  the 

taixiy  that  the  verb  ^t^^  devil ;  m  which  notion  he  is 

is  often  ufed    in  that  followed  by  fome  others  {74}« 

the  01dTeftament(68).  who  believe,  that  both  the  (a- 

er,  from  Mofes*t  words  (rrificed  goat,    and   the  fcape 

It  (hou^d   rather  fcem,  one,  were  typical  of  Christ  ; 

*Mxel  is  the  nirade  of  the  and  think  the  firft  to  be  ftpii-" 
whither  the  foat  wasJ^tite  of  his  death,  and  the 
ir  he  fays,  that  the  anaa  '^•ther  of  his  being  expefed  tQ, 

sts  the  goat  go  ^i>iTy?,  and  overoooung  the  ponver  of 

21^/—-^,  which,  laft  can«  Satan^  Bat  as  ioft  iis^  we  fluiald 

sperly  be  reDdered  any  rather  prefer  Mr.   Le  Clerc*^ 

vzy  than,  to  Hascasoil  i  opinion,  that  HoK^xtl  was  a 

this  ienfe  xxKift  of  the  fleep   and  cragg^d   preeipiGe« 

and    fome  Chrifiians^  down    which    the    goat  wa^ 

iken  it  (70) ;  and  fome  thrown :  and  this  is  not  only 

former    tell  us,    that  more  agreeable  to  the  original, 

mountain  diiUnt  about  as  we  obferved  abo^e,  and  ta 

furlongs,  or  about  eleven  the  *Ji%ui/h  notion  of  its  being  a 

3d  paces,  frooi  Jmufaltm  rocky  mountain ;  but  the  iaaio 

author  has  further  proved  ic 

I  here  we  cannot  but  take  from  the  words  of  Moftt^  that 

Df  a  Grange  notion  ^hich  it  (houid  bear  all  their  intqaicics           ' 

*  has  taken  into  his  head,  m  T^  V^^  ^%  '^  ^^%  G4%a^ 

lis  HaxMxel  was  neither  rah^j^^  which  doth  proper],)^ 

rnie  of  a  place,  nor  of  %nifyy  not  only  an  unii^abiti^ 

ipe-goat,  but  of  a  devil,  land^  or  a  land  of  feparacioisi^ 

^hom  the  goat  was  fent  as  our  verdon  renders  iXy  hut  * 

e  moiTenger  (72).     He  landtiiat  is  outoiF,  oi*  brokedr 

»ns  one  Marh^  ^  ardh-  off  from  another^  futjii  as  pre* 

:,  who  pretended  to  have  cipices  are.     It  might  aUb  bo 

ion  of  that  name,    by  probably  enough  called  Hfi^ui^ 

aifiiflance  he  performed  %§l^  from .  its  being  Inhabited 

»  (73) ;  and  from  this,  only  bygoats»  ^jkBpUingM"  9^ 

Die  exprefiions  which  hcf  ierved  in.  his  notes  ^po||  GQ9d^ 

in    fome    cabbaiillical  ixin.     hi  CLUn  doth  fiirther 

gs,  and  in  thoie  of  J  a-  conjiiiiii..  it    by    a  t^    ety« 

le  apoilate,  he  pretends,  moA   tai*. .  the    word   i^&Mn</# 

p  *      ■ 

LXX.  Afuil,  ^mmaeb,  Tbecdorft*  Sfichart,  it  animoL  facr,\Mj[rfb^ 

,JPagn»  Jun,  Xs  aL  .(6S;  Vidi  Kiinch,  in  rad*    Buxtorf*  tbef,  in 

(69)  Levit.  xvi;  iS.        (7^)  A&n^.  \Ar.^oirt,  &  ah    .(7*)  ^^« 

'JKJL  Saad.  Gmou  Kimcb.  SaLm,  MneTU^.^,  {iiSy'DiffMi 

emijfar,  (75)  yide  E^ipbdn,  bgcrtf,  34.  (74)  Turretia, 

*      *  ■  which 


4l  ^  rbe  Hijiat)  $f  the  Jet^i  ."  M, 

teHaM  ul  the  other,  that  the  fmoke  of  it  nu^t  fill 
alace,  fo  as  to  cover  the  mercy-(eat  from  fight  ^  and 
ibon  as  he  had  fet  the  cenfer  upon  the  altar,  he 
oat,  and  dipped  hb  fingers  into  the  blood  of  the  bulloeb  ! 
which  he  had  ofFered  for  faimfelf,  and  went  and  fymlsSt 
it  towards  the  mercy-feat  eaftward  feven  times.  T£tt 
done,  he  killed  the  gGiat  for  the  people's  fin-offering,  andf 
Ivent  and  fprinkled  the  mercy-feat  with  the  blood  of  it^' 
as  he  had  done  with  that  of  the  bullock  $  and  by  theft 
afperfions  the  tabernacle  was  purified  fi'om  aJl  the  poUuticNl 
it  had  contraded,  by  ftanding  in  the  midft  of  that  finfiil 
people.  During  aH  this  ceremony,  that  is,  till  the  A^ 
lenm  atonement  had  been  made  for  the  fins  of  the  pniJm 
and  people,  neither  priefts,  nor  any  perfon,  were  per* 
mitted  to  come,  either  within  the  tabernacle^  or  «fM 
into  the  courts  of  it. 

As  foon  as  thefe  ablutions  were  ended^  ztA  tffe  pnefll 
and  people  purified,  ^egoat,  whofe  lot  it  had  been  IdT 
cfcape  (  V ),  was  broug|ht  td  the  high-prieft,  who  laid  )m 

hakidi( 


which  we  (hall  not  dwell  upon, 
Neither  is  it  eafy  to  guefs,  ei- 
ther what  was  done  to  the  goat, 
or  what  became  of  it,  afor  it 
was  brought  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed. The  Tahnuiifts,  if 
we  may  rely  on  them,  affirm, 
that  it  was  thrown  down  a  pre- 
cipice^  and  broken  in  pieces  by 
^the  fkll.  They  add^  that  daring 
the  high-priefthood  of  ^imw^ 
fumamed  tbejuftf  which  was 
fignalized  by  many  remarkable 
tmcens  of  the  divine  fiivoor, 
the  goat  ufed  to  fall  in  pieces 
before[it  had  reached  halfway  to 
the  bottom  $  but  that,  after  his 
days,  it  ufed  to  be  caught  and 
eaten  by  the  Saraans  (76). 

(V)  How  thefe  lots  were  caft 
doth  not  asppear  from  Scripture. 
What  the  antient  Jtws  tell  us 
tf  it  11,  that  there  was  an  um 
brought  unto  the  high-prieft. 
Into   which   he    threw    two 


wooden  lots^upon  ofdeofwUck 
were  written  th^  words,  F  OR 
THE  LORD,'  and  on  M 
other,  FOR  AZAZ  ELiud^ 
after  he  had  ihaken  them,  li 
put  both  his  hands  into  M* 
um,  and  brought  up  the  loti^ 
the  one  in  his  right-hand,  aol . 
the  other  in  his  left;  andas  tfa^ 
goats  ftood  on  each  fide  of  him^ 
their  fate  was  determined  hf- 
the  lot  that  came  up  inr  tW 
hand  next  to  them.  Theyatt^- 
ufed  ta  draw  a  good  omen  ittf 
GoD*^  being  pacified  widt 
them ;  if  the  right-hand  chaaO' 
ed  to  draw  the  lot  that  was  ft^ 
the  LoR0,  as  they  fay  it  hn* 
pened  all  the  tune  of  ^e  hmn 
prieft  mentioned  in  the  mi 
note.  As  for  the  reft  of  tlidr, 
cuftoms,  obferved  on  that  cfaqr, 
fuch  as  their  mutual  asking  and 
granting  forgivenefs  for  jfdt 
oftcncfts,  making  reftitutioif  ani  < 


t7^)  Mijbft,  tra^i  NOVi  vidt  fiT  Ksim,  in  anTSDTT  U\\ 


lli 


C  VH.        tik  ibe  Baby  JohilH  dhpHvtfy. 

hands  upon  its  head,  and  confefled  bis  own  fins,  aiid  thofe 
of  the  whole  nation,  in  words  to  this  tfk£i :  O  Lord^ 
ihj  peopkj  th€  houfe  of  IfHel,  have  fmnedy   have  relellei 

^atnjl  thee  j and notUy  O  Lord*,  /  hefeicb  thefe^  for^ 

me  their  JinSj  rebeUiont^  and  bari/lidingSj  by  DOhich  thef 
have  offended  thee^  according  as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of 
thy  fervant  Mofes:  in  that  day  he  fiall  make  atohement  for 
you^  it  Jhall  tleanfe  yoUy  and  youjhall  be  clednfrom  all  your 


4j> 


theUke,  though  they  are  pr6- 
baidjr  as  oldj  or  very  near,  as 
the  ioftitatioa  of  this  feaft,  yet 
ive  rather  chuie  to  refer  our 
readers  for  them  to  the  two 
laft  quoted  books ;  or,  if  he 
pieaics,  to  Leo  do  Modena  and 
BtuetorfijS). 

One  thing,  however,  is  worth 
obfenring,  that  on  the  eve  of 
chb  ibleninity  the  y^^ic;/  of  old 
nied  to  take  a  white  cock,  if  it 
was  to  be  had,  if  not,  of  any 
other  colour  but  red,  and  after 
a  prayer,  they  ibuck  their 
head9  with  that  of  the  cock 
three  times,  iaying.  Bear  thou 
myfiitf  /"fi^  thou  the  death  1 
have  diferved,  die  thou  for  me^ 
and  make  thou  reconciliation /or 
me,,  thai  1  may  be  admitted  into 
a  bleffedJife,  with  all  the  people 
of  Ifrael.  After  which  they 
killed  the  cock,  confefTiog  that 
they  deierved  the  death  they 
infiiAed  on  him,  and  threw  his 
entrails  on  the  top  of  the  houfe» 
iQ  hopes  that. the  crows  would 
bear  them  and .  their  fins  into 
the  wildemefs.  *Tis  true,  this 
ceremony  is  looked  upon  by 
the  Dtitch  yews  as  finful,  and 
that  Leo  de  Modena,  who  owns 
that  it  was  pradifed  heretofore 
in  the  Levant  and  Italy,  adds, 
that  it  was  afterwards  left  off. 


becaufe  it  was  fbund  to  be  a 
m^re  piece  of  fuperflition,  for 
which  no  tolerable  reaibn  cotild 
be  aiiigned.  But  he  feems  to 
have  forgot  that  they  gave  one, 
which,  however  ridiculed  by 
our  learned  Goodwin,  is  not 
without  a  fingular  meaning.  It 
is  this :  the  word  '\^>,  geber, 
in  the  Scripture,  fignifying  a 
mail  I  and  in  the  falmud  and 
Chaldee,  a  cock ;  the  divine  ju-^ 
dice  required,  that  as  geber  in- 
the  iirft  fenie  had  finned,  gebei^ 
in  the  other  fenfe  fhould  bear 
his  (in.  Now  what  other  foun^ 
dation  can  this  cuftom  have 
than  the  prophecies,  that  the 
Messiah,  as  geber,  in  his  hur 
man  nature,  fhould  expiate  for 
the  fins  of  man )  unto  whom 
therefore  they  fabfUtuted  this 
typical  geber,  cock,  till  the  an* 
titypical  one  fhould  accomplifh 
that  expiation  by  his  death« 
And  might  not  the  Chrifiians 
urging  this  againfl  them  be  the 
motive  of  their  abolifhing  it  ? 
Might  not,  moreover,  the  7f  ^ 
ft'^niAAja.  of  thtGentiles,  thofe 
human  vidims,  which  they 
chofe  out  of  the  dregs  of  the 
people,  to  fiicrifice  yearly  to 
their  g^s,  by  way  of  expiation 
{yy),  and  their  KeL6si§(Aa,Ta, 
which  they  offered  in  times  of 


(76)  Csenm,  ymL  part  iil.  e.  6.    yide  &  Buxrorf,  [jnagog,  Jud.  r.  fto. 
(77)  yid*  Suid,tnvH*  9f^'|>iffc««  , 
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r. 


CO  Stbe  Hijiory  cf  the  Jews  B.  L 

fins  before  the  Lo  rd  ^  ( W).     The  confeffion  being  enfled^ 
'he  deliver(:d  the  fcape-goat  to  a  man  appointed  for  the 
urpofe,  who  condu(^ed  it  into  a  defert  place,  and  there 
eft  it  to  (hlft  for  itfelf  according  to  fome,  or  threw  it  down 
a  fteep  precipice  according  to  others,  as  we  have  feen  in 
a  former  note.  After  this  ceremony  the  high-prieil  wafhed 
himfelf  all  over,  and  having  changed  his  cloaths,  of,  as 
feems  moil  likely,  having  put  on  the  ephod,  mitre,  breaft- 
plate,  and  his  other  prieftly  garments,  he  was  to  ofi^a 
Durnt-ofFcring  of  two  rams,  one  for  himfelf,  and  the  other 
for  the  people.     As  for  the  man  that  conducted  the  fci^pe* 
goat,  he  was  deemed  unclean,  till  he  had  bathed  himfei^ 
and  wttihed  bis  cloaths,  as  were  alfo  tbofe  irfio  carried 

*  Levit.  xvi.  jo. 


plague,  famine,  and  other  pub- 
lic calamities,  and  on  whom 
they  fo  liberally  beilowed  all 
the  curfes  which  they  thought 
due  to  themfelves,  have  had 
their  original  from  hence  (78)  } 
This  is  wh2[t  the  apoftle  juftly 
complains  was  pra£iifed  againfl 
the  firft  Chriftians  (79),  fince 
there  hardly  happened  any 
public  calamity  in  the  empire, 
but  they  were  inunediately 
perfecu ted  with  the  utmoft  cru- 
elty, as  the  caufe  of  them ;  and 
were  looked  upon  as  proper 
vidims  to  avert  the  divine  an- 
ger. 

.  {  W )  He  was  likewife  to 
piake  fuch  another  confeffion 
when  he  offered  the  bullock 
ibr  himfelf  and  family,  before 
be  ventured  to  enter  into  the 
holy  of  holies ;  but,  inftead  of 
the  houfe  of  Ifraelt  he  only 
mentioned  that  oi  Aaron,  The 
leader  may  find  it  in  the  Mijhna^ 
in  the  place  above-quoted.  It 
is  plain,  however,  from  the  ce- 


temomes  which  he  was  to  per* 
form  there,  that  he  was  to  €b& 
ter  four  times  into  it  on  that 
day ;  i.  To  fet  the  inoenfe  a 
burning  ;  for  he  went  in  with 
both  his  hands  full,  and  oonid 
carry  nothing  elfe  with  him 
(80).  2.  When  he  canicd 
fome  of  the  blood  of  the  bol- 
lock that  was  o&red  &n  hifli- 
felf(8i).  3.  When  he  earned 
fome  of  that  which  he  ofiered 
for  the  people  (82).  And,  4.' 
When  he  went  to  fetch  out 
the  cenfer  and  £rc.  The  ^- 
mud  adds,  that  it  was  death  fiir 
him  to  go  in  the  fifth  time. 
And  therefore  when  the  apoftle 
fays  that  he  went  in  bat  once 
a  year  (83),  it  is  plain  he  has 
fblloweid  the  veriion  of  the  ^tf' 
tuaginty  which  render  the  worai 
n^wn  nnN,  achat  ba/boMak^ 
by  *7rA|  tk  ivtewTki*  but  it 
is  certain  it  might  have  been 
more  properly  rendered  one 
day  in  the  year. 


away 


tLway  the  flefb^*  blood,  and  entrails  of  the  buUock  ini 
goA  of  tile  fin-aflFering,  to  be  bumt  without  the  camp  K 

It  was  Jikewife  on  this  day  that  tiie  high-prieft  ent;fsre4 
tibemoft  Hdly  place  in  the  gnmdeft  hianner,  and  gave  the 
people  the  folemn  bleffiiig  prefcribed  by  Mo/es  1,  in  whijch 
he  pronounced  the  unutterable  name  of  God,  of  Which 
we  ihall  ipeak  iii  a  niore  proper  place  in  the  fequel ;  for; 
according  to  the  Javs  \  the  uttering  of  that  word  had 
been  forbidden  upon  any  other  occaium,  by  a  particular 
law,  ever  fince  tiie  ftoning  of  a  notorious  blafphemer  i^. 
However  that  be^  the  pronouncing  of  that  tlremendoui 
.aame,  joined  to  the  facred  aMrfulnefi  of  the  places  may  be 
ieafoaably  fuppofed  to  have  filled  him  with  uncommpft 
dread  whilft  he  ftayed  in  it,  which  is  the  reafon  why  he 
ufually  made  what  hafte  he  could  decently  out  of  it,  left 
heibould  heftruck  dead  for  fdme  accidental  mifcarriage  or 
iaadyertency  during  his  fliort  fbiy  there ;  and  when  he 
Came  out  he  went  backwards,  keeping  his  face  ftill  to^- 
warda  the  mercy-feat,  and  ben^g  towards  the  ground. 
AU  tbefe  t];un£s,  no  doubt,  took  up  a  confiderabl^  time  i 
the  l!c£due  of  the  day  was  fpent  in  prayers^  and  other 
tuocks  of  mordiicationi  and  they  were  fo  suraid  of  ihorten-^ ' 
iog  it,  diat  they  begun  it  half  an  hour  fooiier,  and  ended 
it  half  ah  hour  later  than  other  feaft-days;  after  which 
the  trumpet  gave  notice  that  the  folenrmity  Was  expired  ; 
and  then  they  dreffed  themfdves  in  white,  or,  at  leaft,  put 
on  clean  linen,  and^  after  a  bleffing,  fat  down  to  break 
their  faft.  They  feldom  failed  making  a  plentiful  meal, 
and  to  rejoice  that  their  fins  wereiiow  expiated  ^  butf above 
allj  the  high-prieft  exprefled  a  more  than  ordinary  joy,  that 
hp  had  gone  through  the  folenm  and  dangerous  omce  of 
that  day,  and  was  come  allve  out  of  the  moft  holy  placed. 

Laws  concerning  cthtr  expiations  Hr  atonements. 

BE  F  OvR  E  we  leave  this  fubje<9:  of  expiations,  it  will 
not  be  aqiifs  to  give  an  account  of  fome  others,  which 
were  injoined  by  Mfffesy  upon  their  contraftlng  of  any  le- 
gal impurities,  iuch  as  ^ofe  of  a  woman  after  child-birth» 
of  .a  oian  by  pouching  of  any  unglean  thing,  as  a  dead  body 

^  Ibid.  xvi-^poCibid.  vL  30.  Vide  Fag.  in  loc.  Hottino. 
&4d.  I  Numb.  vi.  24,  U^^         ^  Pkilo,  in  vit.  MoC 

lib.  III.  JoMPH.'Tahnudy  ^al.  '  ^  Levit.  xxiv^  io>  U  feq. 

«  Vide  Mifhna,  tnSi,  yoma.  Maimoii.  ttad.  yon  kakiphnr. 
MaYiRj  c«  XV.  §.  9. 
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orcarcaie,  or  an  unclean  perfen^  as  a  leper,  and  the  like  ; 
and  fecondly  by  the  breach  of  any  one  branch  of  the 
law,  whether  knowingly,  or  through  ignorance.    By  thefe 
and  fuch-Iike  the  perfons  contrad:ea  a  kind  of  legal  ddile^ 
ment,  from  which  they  could  not  be  cleanfed,  but  by  of- 
fering fuch  facrifices  as  the  law  appointed  ( Y)  ;  ana  this 
purification  was  to  be  performed  in  the  following  manner. 
The  perfon  who  had  committed  any  trefpafs,  whether 
knowingly  or  i^orantly,  was  to  bring  his  vidim  or  fin- 
offering  to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle.    This  offering  wia 
to  be  a  bullock  or  a  goat,  if  it  was  for  a  prieft,  and,  if  for 
a  layman,  a  goat,  (heep,  kid,  or  lamb ;  and  if  the  perfon 
was  too  poor  to  afford  one  of  thefe,  then  two  pigeons  or 
turtle-doves,  or  even  a  fmall  quantity  of  flour,   was  ac- 
cepted of.     One  or  more  of  thefe,  according  to  the  nature- 
of  the  trefpafs,  or  the  circumftance  of  the  perfon,  were 
brought  to  the  prieft,  by  die  perfon  to  be  purified  by  themt 
who,  having  confefTed  his  fm,  laying  his  hands  upon  the* 
head  of  the  vi£lim,  killed,  and  offered  it  up.     The  prieft' 
t)ien  took  up  fome  of  the  blood  with  his  filers,  and,  ap- 
yplying  it  to  the  horns  of  the  altar  of  bumt-oflSrings,  poured 
the  remainder  at  the  foot  of  it.     He  then  took  the  fet  of 
the  caul,  kidneys,  and  the  rump,  and  burnt  it  upon  the 
altar,  and  ha^^ne  prayed  for  the  perfon,  pronounced  him 
pardoned  and  abfolved  from  his  trefpafs  ;  the  defli  of  fitch 
viftim  thus  offered,  belonged  to  the  prieft  alone ;  none 
other  was  allowed  to  eat  of  it  P.      This  ceremony  was  ' 
fomewhat  more  folemnly  performed  when  the  king,  high- 
prieft,  or  the  whole  nation,  had  committed  a  trefpafs  j  but, 
in  the  main,  it  was  the  fame. 

As  for  legal  pollutions,  fuch  as  we  mentioned  above, 
there  was  added  another  ceremony  for  their  deanfing  | 

P  Vide  Levit.  iv.  v,  vi.  paff. 

(Y)  We  believe  it  is  fcarce  rendered  the  words  "^BO  and 

neceflkry  to  obferve  here,  that  *^0^9    Aopher  and  kapbar,   as' 

in  the  language  of   the  Old  likewife  thofe    of  *^ni9    aad 

Tefbment,all  tranrgrefCons*be-  nton,  tabar  and  cbafah,  when 

fore  they  were  expiated,   are  this  lafl  fignliies  a  forgiveDe6» 

compart  to  a  filth  or  defile-  by   KdA<t^i<r(jLU    and   KoAdUfU 

ment  con  traded  by  the  tranf-  i^uv  and  it  isinthe&meieale 

greffbr  ;  and  the  pardon  that  that  the  writers  of  the  New 

attends  this  expiation  ofthem,  affirm  Christ  to  deanie  and 

to  an  ablution  or  purification  purify  us  booi  our  fins  by  Jus 


from  it.   It  is  according  to  this    blood, 
^ufion  x!^tt\i^Septmgint  havo 


fiWel;^ 
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namdy,  die  aflies  of  the  red  heifer  referved  for  that  pur- 
po(e«     The  ceremony  of  killing  and  burning  it,  as  pre- 
'     fcribed  by  Afcjes  %  was  after  this  manner  :   The  high- 
prieft  was  to  take  care  that  it  was  without  fpot  or  blemiih» 
and  that  it  had  never  been  yoked.     It  was  to  be  carried 
out  of  the  camp,  where  he  killed  it,  and  made  a  f<?venfold 
afperfion  of  the  blood  with  his  fingers  towards  the  fan(^- 
aiy  ;  after  which  a  large  fire  being  kindled,  it  was  iluns^ 
into  it,  with  its  ikin,  entrails,  and  o^er  appurtenances,  and 
4  bundle  of  cedar-wood,  hvflbp,  and  fcarlet,  and  burnt  ta 
afhes  before  his  face,  himtelf  helping  to  call  her  into  the 
&e;  and  this  was  to  be  done  in  the  prefence  of  the  people. 
The  aflies  were  theii  gathered,  and  laid  up  for  ufe,  and  all 
that  had  had  a  hand  in  this  ceremony  were  to  be  unclean 
rnitfl  evening.    Whenever  afterwards  any  perfon  had  con* 
traded  a  pollution,  fuch  as  made  him  unclean  feven  days, 
he  was  to  be  fprinkled  with  water,  in  which  fome  of  thefe 
aflies  had  been  thrown,  on  the  third  and  feventh  day,  op 
which  lafl:  he  was  to  be  clean  s  but  if  he  n^leded  being 

Jrinkled  on  the  third,  he  was  not  to  be  clean  till  die  tenth 
ly.     This  law  was  fo  fevere  againft  thofe  who  were  poI-* 
luted  by  the  touch  of  a  dead  body,  or  by  coming  into  the 
tent  or  room  where  it  lay,  that  if  they  onered  to  go  to  the 
tabernacle  before  they  had  b^en  thus  purified,  they  werp 
to  be  cut  off,  as  having  polluted  the  fandbiary.    The  very 
veflels  diat  were  in  the  place  uncovered,  as  well  as  the  place 
idelf  where  the  corps  lay,  were  likewife  defiled,  till  fprink- 
led with  this  water  of  feparation,  as  it  is  called  in  the  text. 
How^often  this  grand  ceremony  was  repeated  from  Mofes 
to  die  captivity  is  not  agreed.    Some  affirm,  that  the  hei- 
fer which  was  burnt  by  Elea%ary  AarorC^  fon,  did  laft  ^em 
all  diat  time ;  others,  that  there  was  one  burnt  every  year, 
and  diat  fome  of  the  afhes  of  it  were  fent  to  every  city  and 
town  in  IfraeV  (Z).    Whether  or  no  this  facrince  was  to 

be 

1  Numb  ^.  per  tot.  '  Vide  Huron.  epift«  27. 

(Z)  Itis  joftiy  wondered,  that  aflies  of  it,  but  even  thofe  who 

this  water  thus  mixed  with  the  fprinkled  the  unclean  perfon 

aihes  of  the  red  heifer  fhould  with  it  (84).    ThAjefuts  have 

purify  the  unclean,  and  at  the.  a  very  antient  tradition,  that 

&ne  time  pollute    not  only  ^o/MBMr,  who  was  mafler  of  all 

thofe  who  afiifled  at  the  flay-  other  nyileries  and  knowlege, 

in|,boniin^,  and  gathering  the  and  could  account  for  ever^ 

(84)  livmk.  zix.  7x8, 10, 21. 

£  ^  precept 
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be  numbered  among  the  burnt-offerings  which  were  made 
for  the  whole  nation,  is  a  difpute  amongft  the  learned,  bodf 

j€WS 

precept  in  the  law,  even  thofe  one  expfeffipn,   pot  hithertq 

which .  forbad  the  eating    of  pbfervea,  nor  nghtly  ^:ender^ 

fwine*s  flefti,  or  wearing   of  byany  tranilationthatweknow 

mixtures  of  linen  and  wool.  of.    It  is  where  he  is  called  a 

yet  owned  himfelf  ignorant  of  worm  and  no  man  (SS) ;  for  it 

this  red  heifer\%i).     How-  is  plain  the  word  njl^^n,  /A»- 

ever,  our  Sptncer  has  ventured  lab'atby    is  no-whfre  ufed  in 

to  dive  deeper  ^han  he,  by  th^  Scripture,  but  to  exprefs  dthec 

help  of  his  infallible  rule  of  the  crimfon  or  fcahet  colooi; 

conformity    or  oppofitiop  tp  itfelf  (in  which  cafe  it  is  com- 

the  Egyptian  xitti :  he  ranks  monly  jpined  to  the  wprd  ^Vif^ 

therefore   the   red  heifer  on-  fia^i^  and  fignifies  double  dy^ 

der   this   laft    dafs,    becaufe  ed) ;  or  at  mod  the  infe6k  fitun 

that  natiqn  iacrificed  nothing  whi^rh  that  dye  is  made,  onleft 

but  male  animals,    and  that  it  be  figuratively  taken  to  im* 

they  had  an  averfiqn  to  all  ply  a  deep  degree  of  guilt,  as 

red-haired  creatures,  and  even  *in  the  place  above  quoted  out 

to  the  colouf  itieif,  whereas  the  of  Ifaiah,    The  moft  literally 

iif0/27/V  law  makes  no  difiindion  therefore  th^t   the   pfalnoiifl^s 

of  colours  in  any  cafe  but  this  words  can  be  rendered  wouM 

(86).  fiut  we  beg  leave  to  ob«  be;  As  for  me,  I  am  a  fiarlet 

ferve  here,  that  the  jfWi  were  infed  or  worm,  and  not  a  man : 

as  little  fond  pf  the  red  as  the  but  the  figurative  fenie  will  be 

Egyptians ;  and  ihziMo/es  com-  plainly  this ;  I  bear  the  fcandal 

manded  the  ufe  of  fcarlet  in  fa-  and  reproach  of  th^  deepeft 

crifices  for  fm,  qnly  tp  exprefs  guilt,  and  am  whoUy  free  mim 

the  guilt  of  it.     Accordingly  it ;  I  am  reputed  a  finner,  and 

all  the  infpired  writers  com-  yet  am  free  from  fin.    Butthuf 

pared  fins  of  the  deepefl  guilt  by-the-by.   We  fhall  only  ac^ 

to  crimfon  and  fcarlet,  as  they  *  that  the  Jiwsy  Maimon  ezcept- 

^id  innocence,  tp  white  (87)  j  ed,  whom  Spencer  afied^  to 

and  this  we  think  doth  fufiici-  follow,  allow,  that  there  is  a 

ently  account  for  the  colour  of  deeper  myflery  in  the  ordinance 

the  heifer.  of  the  red  heifer,  than  any  in 

And  here  we  beg  leave  to  the  whole  Scripture^  and  high-: 

fubjoin  a  remark  to  the  fame  ly  condemn  the  prefumption  of 

cfFcd  j  which  isjthatin  the  2 2d  thofe  who  pretend  to  dive  into 

pfalm,    which    abounds    with  that  deep  abyfs  (89).     How- 

tnany   particularities    relating  ever,  what  W4s  a  myftery  to  the 

tp  Christ's  paffion,   there  is  J^wi  is  fuffici^ntly  explained  t() 

(Sf)  Mijhn,  trail,  de  TXtyHiA  iTlQ*    Maimon.  more  nwocb,  *.  j.  f.  i6. 
'vide  (ff  li^.  Jakut,  ^  al.  (86)  De  leg,  rit,  lih.  ii.  c,  15.  («;)  Viie 

int,  9I  JJai,i.  18.  (88)  Ver,  6.  '      (8^)  J^idt  Miftm,  mbi  Juf, 

R.  Ahr,  Seba.  in  Zeror  Bamor,  fai,  118.  ^   f:a,    RR,    Sali^m^  Aienei* 
Aha-ban,(^aU  -  '  '1 

th? 


^ews  and  Chn^iansy  which  we  (hall  not  enter  into  :  fure 
It  is,  that  the  author  of  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  looked 
upon  it  as  a  figure  of  Cbrijf^  who  therefore  iufFcred  with- 
out the  gates  of  the  city,  even  as  the  heifer  was  burned 
witixHit  the  camp  '  ;  and  wbofe  blood  is  of  much  greater 
efficacy  towards  the  purging  and  fandifying  of  men, than  that 
of  bulls  and  goats,  the  ames  of  an  heifer,  or  any  other  le- 
gal facrifices  *• 

Laws  concerning  fome  other  facrifices  and  oblations^ 
not  mentioned  under  the  former  beads. 

A  S  we  had  occafion  to  mention  the  facrifices  that  were 
•^^  injoined  to  be  offered  qpon  every  folemn  feftival,  un- 
der the  head  of  each,  and  of  thofe  which  were  offered  by 
way  of  expiation  for  fin  ;  we  (hall  now  mention  the  few 
others  that  remain  unfpoken  of.  Tbefe  may  be  reduced 
under  the-  feven  following  heads  :  i.  The  daily  facrifice. 
2.  Eeace-offerings..  3.  Meat  and  drink-offerings.  4.  Of- 
ferings for  cleaniingi  5.  Firfl-fruits.  6.  Firfl-born  ;  and, 
7,  'fithes. ,  Befidcs  thefe,  there  were  other  occafional  fa- 
crifices, one  fort  direded  by  fome  prophets,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  Samueh  and  Elijah^  5  and  others  obferved  by  parti- 
cular families,  which  were  rather  feafh,  than  facrifices ;  as 
appears,  by  the  pretence  which  David  made  for  abfenting 
from  SauPi  table  ^,  and  the  like ;  of  which  we  (hall  take 
TK)  farther  notice,  they  being  intirely  arbitrary.  As  for 
thofe  that  were  to  be  offered  at  the  confecration  of  the 
high-priefl,  and  of  other  inferior  prieils,  they  will  be  better 
feen  in  another  place. 

I.  The  daily,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  the  original,  the  con-* 
tinual  facrifice,  confifled  firfl,  and  before  all  things,  in 
burning  a  certain  quantity  of  incenfe  upon  the  golden  altar  ; 
after  which,  they  were  to  offer  two  lambs  of  the  firfl  year, 
and  without  blemifh,  as  a  continual  burnt-offering  for  the 
whole  nation :  thefe  were  burnt  every  morning  and  even- 
ing, and  with  a  flower  fire  than  ordinary,  that  it  might  laft 

r  Heb.  xiii.  ii,  12.  *  Ibid.  ix.  13.  <  i  Sam.  ix^ 

1 2.  xii.  9.  xvi.  2,  &  feq.    ^  i  Kings  xviii.  30,  &  (eq.   ^^  i  Sam. 
XX.  29. 


the  Cbriftians  by  the  apofUe  to '  think  Spencer  has  given  but  a 
the  Hebrews,  in  the  place  quo-  jejune  and  trifling  anfwer  (90] • 
<ed  above,  and  to  which  we 

*  (90)  Vbifuf^  fia*  (•  ohj.  3« 

JE  4  the 
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the  longer.  They  offered,  likewife,  a  certain  quantity  of 
wine  and  flour,  mixed  with  oil,  for  a  meat  and  drink-oScr- 
ing:  this  was  ordained  by  God  upon  mount  Sinai  ^i  and 
is  therefore  called  continual,  becaufe  it  was  not  to  be  inter- 
irupted  by  any  other  facrifices  or  folemnity,  as  we  have  feen 
uiidcr  the  article  of  each  feftival. 

2.  p£AC£-OHFERiNGS  :  this  facrifice  was  cither  eu^ 
chariftical,  in  acknowlegement  of  fome  mercies  received 
from  God  ;  or  fupplicatory,  in  order  to  obtain  fome  bleC- 
fi{ig$  from  him ;  or  out  of  mere  devotion,  in  honour  (o 
God  ;  or,  laitiy,  upon  account  of  fome  vow.  Thefe 
were  all  free  and  voluntary,  there  being  no  law  that  obliged 
the  Ifraelitis  to  them  ;  except  where  it  is  faid,  that  tbiy 
Jhoula  not  appear  empty  before  the  Lord  *j  hut  be  liberate 
'thefe  k\nds  of  fa^rifcesj  according  as  God  had  blejfed  them. 
The  votary  wx&  to  bring  it  to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle, 
lay  his  bands  upon  the  head  of  it,  and  kill  it;  the  prieft 
then  took  fome  of  the  blood,  and  fprinkled  it  upon  and 
round  the  altar,  and  poured  the  remainder  upon  the  ground 
^t  the  foot  of  it :  all  the  fat  of  the  offering,  the  kidneyi, 
and,  if  it  was  a  (heep,  or  lamb,  the  rump^were  ^umt  upoii 
the  altar :  the  breaft  amd  fhoulder  of  the  vidim  was  the 
perquifite  of  the  prieft  in  waiting,  and  the  reft  beloi^ed  to 
the  owner,  who  might  then  arefs  and  eat  it^  how  ai|d 
with  whom  he  would,  as  if  it  had  been  killed  within  lib 
own  gates  ^. 

3.  The  meat  and  drink-offerings:  thefe  we  haveal* 
XtaAy  fpoken  of  occafionally,  becaufe  they  ufed  to  accom- 
pany the  burnt-offerings  of  every  feftival,  the  daily  and  all 
other  facrifices  made  with  fire  :  they  confifted  of  a  certain 
proportion  of  wine,  oi^  and  fine  flour,  to  every  beaft  that 
was  facrificed. 

4.  Offerings  for  cleanfing  we  have  fpoken  of  above^ 
under  the  head  of  expiation :  there  remain  two  more ; 
namely,  that  of  two  pigeons,  which  a  woman  was  to  of- 

*  fcr,  for  her  purification,  after  chiU-bcd,  in  cafe  flie  could 
tiot  afford  a  lamb  ;  or,  if  the  pigeons  were  alfo  above  her 
circumfhnces,  an  handful  of  ^iir  and  oil  >  :  and  that  of 
two  fparrows,  which  the  l^per  offered,  after  his  cure,  for 
the  cleanfing  himfelf  b,  and  his  houfe^^.  In  both  thefe  cafc9, 
one  of  the  birds  was,  inftead  of  a  lamb,  for  a  burnt-offer- 
ing i  and  the  other  for  a  fin-offering  :  the  firft  bird  was  to 

1^  Exod.  XXIX.  38.  Num.  xxviii.  6,  &feq.  y  Levit.iii. 

paff.  *  Lcvit.  xii.  per  tot.  *>  Ibid.  xiv.  4,  &  ftq, 

f  Ibid.  ver.  49,  &  fec[. 


CVn.       t^tbeBsbyhnrihCaptmty.  gf 

be  killed  in  a  clean  earthen  ve0el,  over  a  running  water  ; 
after  which  the  pried  took  the  other  bird,  with  a  bunch 
of  cedar-wood,  fcariet,and  hyflbp  ;  and  dipped  them  in  the 
blood,  and  fprinkled  the  perfon,  or  houfe,  (even  times,  with 
it,  and  then  pronounced  them  clean ;  and  the  living  bird 
was  let  loofe.  Some  portion  of  flour  and  oil  was  likewife 
made  into  cakes,  and  offered  up  to  God,  either  of  barley, 
or  wheat-flour ;  ibme  With  Jeaven,  which,  confequendyy 
came  not  near  the  altar <i ;  others  without  it  \  all  of  them 
were  to  have  fome  fait.  Some  were  voluntary,  others  not ; 
fome  drefl^ed  one  way,  and  fome  another,  according  to  the 
diicretion  or  circumftances  of  the  votary. 

The  next  under  this  head  is  the  ihew-bread,  called,  in 
the  original,  thi  bread  effaces  (B),  becaufe  it  was  always^ 
to  {land  before  the  Lord  upon  the  golden  table  in  the  holy 
place.  It  was  to  be  made  of  the  pured  wheat,  into  twelve 
loaves,  or  cakes,  anfwering  te  the  twelve  tribes.  The  priefia 
were  to  take  care  to  bring  frefh  ones,  warm,  every  fabba'th- 
iay^  in  the  morning ;  at  which  time,  they  took  away  the 
old,  which  were  to  be  eaten  by  none  but  priefts  :  each  loaf 
was  to  contain  two  tenth  deals,  or  about  three  wine-pints, 
of  flour;  and  they  were  to  be  fet  up  in  two  piles,  fix  to 
each  pile.  The  Jews  tell  us,  that  there  were  fome  double 
plates  of  gold  between  each  loaf,  to  give  them  air,  and  pre- 
vent their  growing  mouldy.  This  offering  was  accon^pa- 
nied  with  incenfe,  with  which  the  loaves  were  to  be  p^r- 

*  Levit.  ii.  II. 

(B)  The  words  are,  Dnb  that  the  (acred  table^  on  whidi 

O^^B,   lichim  tbanim,   which  they  were  fet  (which  may  not 

naipe  fome,  e4>ecially  of  the  improperlybedeemedan  altar  ; 

Jewj^  afiirm  to  be  given,  be-  their  being    kept   before  the 

caafe  the  loaves  had  four  flfa-  Lord,    and    called   hallowed 

nim^  or  faces,  that  is>  were  four-  bread,  and,as  fuch,  allowed  only 

fqoare  (94) :    but   it  is  more  to  be  eaten  by  the  priefts),  may 

likely  that  they  were  fo  called  eafily  excufe  our  ranking  them 

from  their  landing  continually,  under  this  clafs,rather  than  any 

a^n^N^aob,  UphneBlohimy  11^  other;  efpccially,  they  hcii^ 

the  frefence  of  the  Lord,  Some  accompanied  with  incenfe,  and 

have  thought  it  improper  to  offered    in   the  name  of  the 

place   this  fhew-bread  among  twelve  tribes.    Thcyfwjadd, 

the  meat-offerings,  becaufe  they  that  they  were  covered  with 

were  not  offered  upon  the  altar  leaf-gold ;  but  do  no- where  tell 

as  thefe  were.     For  our  part,  us  where  they  are  commanded 

we  think,  with  fome  others,  to  do  fo. 

(94)  jride  Maim^  trtO,  pTOP,  '^^  H^nph,  Dm^A  ^©!?U;,  @«A 

fumed  I 
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fumed ;  but  they  were  to  be  without  leavep#  Some  coni- 
mentators  fay,  that  there  was  a  quantity  of  wine  offeied 
with  them  ;  but  the  text  mentions  notfaine  but  incenfe  and 
falt-«.  Thefe  loaves  were  called  the  hallowed  bread,  in 
oppofition  to  the  common  fort,  i^ch  eveiy-body  mi|^ 
cat^ 

5.  First-fruits.  We  have  already  fpoken  of  thofe 
that  were  offered  at  Eafter^  Wlntfuntidey  and  at  the  fdift 
of  Tabernacles ;  and  thefe  were  offered  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  nation  :  biit,  befides  them,  every  private  man  wai 
Kkewife  obliged  to  bring  the  firft-fruits  of  his  fields,  of> 
chards,  and  vineyards,  to  the  tabernacle,  and  afterwards  to 
the  temple,  as  an  acknowlegement  that  God  was  the  giver 
of  them.  Neither  the  time,  nor  the  quantity,  being  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  written  law,  the  former  was  left  to  the  con- 
veniency  of  the  people,  and  the  latter  was  determined,  in 
fome  fort,  by  their  wife  men,  yet  fo  as  to  leave  room  fot 
generofity  to  exert  itfelf,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  thedif* 
pofition  of  each  perfon.  Thus  it  was  agreed,  that  they 
ought  to  offer,  at  leaft,  the  fixtieth  part  of  the  produfi ; 
but  fome  offered  the  fiftieth,  and  fome  even  the  fortieth 

f»art  8.     After  the  building  of  the  temple  they  were  all  ob* 
iged  to  bring  them  thither,  and  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed as  follows : 

As  foon  as  the  perfon  who  came  to  offer  them,  had 
reached  the  court  of  the  priefts,  the  Levites  began  to  fing 
the  30th  pfalm  j  after  which,  the  perfon  made  this  con- 
feifion  :  /  do  this  day  make  a  public  acknowlegement  before 
the  Lord  your  God,  that  I  am  entered  into  the  good  land 
which  he  fware  unto  our  fathers  that  he  would  givi  us. 
Whilft  he  was  fpeaking  thefe  words,  he  took  his  bdketdf 
his  (boulder,  the  prieft  lending  him  a  hand ;  and,  whilft 
thefe  two  held  it  up,  he  made  an  end  of  his  confeffion,  in 
the  remarkable  words  prefcribed  by^  Mofes  b,  which  the 
reader  may  fee  in  the  margin  (C}  ^  which  being  ended, 

the 

«  Exod.  XXV.  30.   Levit.  xxiv.  5,  Sc  fcq.  *"  Vid.  2  Sam. 

xxi.  3»  i-  ^  Vid.  Mi(ho.  traA.  terumoth  &  bekoriiDy  & 

commentat.  in  eund.  vid.  Sc  Maim,  in  loc.  ^  Deut.  xxvi. 

i,  &  feq.     Vid.  Munst.  Jun.  Sc  al.  in  Levit.  xxii.  xxiii.  k 
kvLt.  xxvi. 

(C)  ASymxi f  ready  to perijh^  there  a  nationy  great,  ntighty^ 
nvas  my  father y  and  he^ 'went  and  populous  i  and  the 'Efj^poxm 
down  into  Egypt,  andfojoumed  did  evil-intreat  uj,  andaffliBei 
tbtrenmtb  a  few»  and  becamf    us,  and  laid  t^  us  hard  bond* 

a^. 
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tbe  baiket  was  fet  before  the  Lord  by  the  fide  of  the  ai- 
tar,  and  he  offered  the  burnt- offering  and  peace-oScrinK, 
which  were  always  to  accompany  the  firft- fruits ;  and^ 
having  paid  his  devotions  to  God,  he  went  to  feaft  with 
his  acquaintance,  on  his  (hare  of  the  peace  and  meat- 
iDiSenngs  :  and  here  he  was  likewife  obliged  to  impart  fome 
portion  of  his  good^chear  to  the  fatherleS,  the  widows,and 
the  Levitis^  that  they  might  rejoice  with  him.  And  this 
the  rich,  who  facrjficed  a  bullock,  might  be  the  more  ready 
to  do,,  becaufe  they  were  forbid  to  leave  any  fragments  till 
the  next  day  ^. 

j6.  FiRST-iHDRN.  The  Mofaic  law  makes  a  threefold 
£ftin£Uon  of  thefe  ;  namely,  the  firft-born  of  men,  of 
pi^Ue^  and  pf  |he  product  of  the  earth  (£)•     We  ihall,  in 

the 
*  Lcvit.  vii,  15,  &  alib. 

I^iu  ■  Afid  nvifM  w  cried  unto  tipped  with  gold  or  filvery which 

^  lAT^i  God  of  0ur  fathers^  the  was  to  be  ofifered  with  their 

L$r4]beardourn}otcet  and  looked  firil-fruits.  They  generally  had 

ffr  our  affliStons^  our  labour.^  and  a  man  to  go  before  than,  play* 

offrtXon.  And  the  Lord  brought  ing  upon  Sl  flute,  or  ibme  fuch 

us  out  of  £g}^  *with  a  mighty  inftrument ;  and,  in  that  order, 

Sandy^rndftretched-outarfn^d  they   marched    to  yerufaiem, 

wtb  grfat  terril/ene/Sf  *with  finging  fome  pfalm  or   hymn 

fignSf  and  with  nvonders ;  and  proper  for  the  occafion.  Asfbon 

irrought  us  into  this  place,  and  as  they  came  near  the  gates  of 

has  gifven  us  this  land,  a  land  Jerufalem,  the  inhabitants  ufed 

fimsing  <witb  milk  and  honey,  to  go  out  to  congratulate,  and 

'And mwthehold^Ihq'ue brought  bid  them  welcome;  and  after 

^heflrfi'fruits  of  the  land^nuhich  each  band  had  perfonned  their 

^hote^  Q  Lord,  kaft  given  me.  duty,  in  the  manner  mentioned 

TheTli/mMfaddsfeveral  other  above,  they  were  to  Ue  one 

paaaHrkMt  particulars,    con-  night  in  the  city,  and  then  re- 

oerning  the  bringing  the  firft-  turn  to  their  homes  (96). 
fruits  to  the  temple,  which  we        (£)  We  muft  remind  our 

pan  neither  warrant,  nor  dif-  Bnglijh  readers,  that  this  ex* 

prove  to  Jiave  been  ufed  during  preflion  has  no  fuch  harlhneis  in 

the  firft  temple.     Thus,  for  in-  the  original  as  it  has  in  onrs^ 

ftance,  to  prevent confufion,  as  and  other  languages;  becaule 
much  as  poflible.  they  \£d  to  the  word  which  in  theie  is  ren- 
join  themfelves  by  troops,  of  dered  firft-born,  in  the  original 
four-and-twenty  to  a  troop;  is "tUD,  ^^r^i*-,  which  pri^rly 
which  drove  before  them  a  implies,  the  principal,  or  moft 
bullock  crowned  with  olive-  excellent,ofevery  thing  or  crea- 
branchesi^  and  having  his  horns    ture»  in  its  kind,  whiter  in  a 

(96]  Fid,  Bajaag*  eu  Cnnae^  ttm*  iii*  lih*  iii.  Ct  i* 

good 
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the  fc^uel,  give  the  reaibn  why  the  firft  of  thefe  were  \A 
*  be  confecrated  to  God,  and  redeemed  by  their  parentis 
But  here  we  muft  obferve,  that  the  word  nrft>bom  of  tte 
males  muft  not  be  reftrained  to  the  eldeft  fon  ;  for  he  nmf 
be  eldeft,  and  yet  not  firft-born :  and  therefore  Mofes  addi, 
that  firft  opened  the  womb.  So  that  it  was  poffible  among, 
the  y«(;j,wherc  polygamy  and  polyguny  were  allowed^  fee 
a  man  to  have  ieveral  iirft-born^  and  all  to  be  redeemed  at 
the  price  of  five  (bekels,  as  foon  as  they  were  thirty  dayt 
aid ;  at  which  time  they  were  prefented  to  the  prieft,  aod 
the  mother  offered  the  facrifice  of  her  purification,  men- 
tioned in  a  former  article ;  and,  the  price  being  {Mud  ibf 
the  child's  redemption,  he  began  then  to  belong  to  the  pt^ 
rents,  and  not  till  then  « (F).  How  they  redeemed  them' 
finc^  the  deftru6lion  of  the  fecpnd  temple,  is  foreign  to  our 
prefent  purpofe  i  the  reader  may  fee  it  in  Leo  de  Modam^ 
and  other  Hebrew  rabbis  :  only  we  may  obferve,  that  die 
children  of  the  priefls  needed  not  to  be  redeemed,  at  ahjr 
time. 

The  firft-born  of  clean  beafts,  fucb  as  calves,  lambs, 
kids,  and  the  like,  were  alfo  confecrated  to  God  ;  but., 
with  this  difFereilce,  that  they  could  not  be  redeemed,  bat 
were  to  be  brought  to  the  tabernacle,  or  temple,  and  thefQ 
be  killed:  the  blood  was  poured  at  the  foot  of  the  altar^. 

">  Exod.  xiii.  2.    Num.  xviii.  ic,  &  alib. 

■ 

{ood  or  bad  ienfe.  Thus  God  to  the  firft-born,  to  imply  their 
exprefles  himfelf,  concerning  excellency  in  ftrength  and  isBf* 
Davidfltwillpuike  him  my  firft'  nity,  according  to  yacoPstx^ 
^om,  bigber  than  the  kings  of  preflion  to  Reuben,  his  ddeft 
the  earth  (98) ;  where  the  word  ton  ( i ). 
means  nothing  like  firft  •bom,in.  (F)  According  to  this  law, 
a  ftri6^  fenfe.  On  the  other  we  find  the  Firgin  Mary  re- 
hand,  a  moft  cruel  death  is  in  deeming  her  child  Je/us  (a)  -"^ 
Job  called  P^lO  *l)D3y  becor-ma'  neverthelefs,  it  has  been  much 
^etb,  the  firfi-boru  of  death  difputed, whether  he  was  fubjed 
(99).  And'  Ifaiah  called  the  to  this,  or  not,  though  heisal- 
pooreft,  or  the  weakeft  of  all,  lowed^  on  all  hands,  to  have 
CD'P"!  nOD,  becoredallim^  the  been  her  firft-bom ;  concerning 
firfi'hom  ef  the  nueak  ( 1 00] .  It  which  queilion,  the  reader  may 
is  therefore  probable,  that  this  confult,  among  others,  the  an- 
word  was  figuratively  applied  thors  quoted  in  themargin(3)« 

(9S)  PJaL  lxxxix.27.  (99)  Job  xviii.  13.  (100)  IJa,  xhr.  30^ 

(l)  Gen,  xlix.3.  (2)  Lukeu.  22,23.  (3)  ^y^"*  HierofcJ,  bomil,  ir 

9enrf,  J)omtn.  Vid,  Cornth  a  Lapid,  en  JExcd,  xiii.  (^  au8,  ab  es  citeUm  Origau 
Tertul.  Ambff.  &  aL  mule. 
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the  fitt  burnt  upon  it,  and  the  reft  of  the  flelb  was  the 
prieft's  perquifite ;  with  this  precaution,  however,  that  if 
the  besdfl  bad  any  natural  or  legal  defe^,  fuch  as  blindnefs, 
lamenefe,  the  want  of  a  limb,  and  the  like,  it  was  not  to 
be  iacrificed :  the  prieft  took  it  home,<and  there  killed  and 
cat  it ;  and  might  invite  whom  he  would  to  partake  of  it, 
as  of  apy  other  common  meat.  But  if  it  was  an  unclean 
beafty  fuch  as  an  afs,  a  dog,  and  the  like ;  the  owner  was 
at  his  liberty  either  to  redeem  it  with  a  lamb,  or  with  five 
ihekeb  of  money,  or  to  break  the  neck  of  it°. 

As  to  the  firft  produd  of  the  trees,  all  that  is  meant  by 
it  is,  that  every  new-planted  tree  was  to  be  reckoned  un- 
drcumcifed,  and  impure,  during  the  firft  three  years.  It 
was  not  lawful  to  gather,  much  leis  to  eat  the  fruit  of  it. 
Oa  the  fourth  7ear,  all  tl^t  grew  upon  it  was  the  Lord's, 
and,  confequenuy ,  the  perquiute  of  the  priefts ;  from  whom, 
however,  the  owner  might  redeem  it,  if  he  thought  fit,  by 
an  equivalent  o :  but,  from  that  time,  the  owner  was  at  li« 
beny  to  make  the  fame  ufe  of  them  as  he  did*of  his  old 
ones  p. 

7.  Tithes.  Thefe  and  the  firft-fruits,  and  the  re- 
dcomtion  of  the  firft-born,  were  the  moft  conftant  and 
omfiderable  income  of  the  priefts  and  Levttesi  though  the 
firft  is  by  far  the  more  antient,  as  we  (hall  fliew  in  the  fe* 
fid  of  this  hiftory:  however,  we  confine  ourfelves  to  9 
thofe  prefcribed  by  the  laws  of  Mofes^  in  which  he  has 
been  fo  ftrid,  that  he  ordained,  that,  of  all  thofe  which 
oonfifted  of  clean  animals,  none  fliould  be  redeemed,  at  any 
nto^.but  that  they  fhould  all  be  facrificed  to  the  Lord  ; 
and  diat  thofe  which  confifted  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
fuch  2S  grains,  fruits,  and  the  like,  ftiould  not  be  bought 
oS^  without  paying  one  fifth  part  mortf  than  their  intrinfic 
value  9.  We  need  not  here  obferve,  that  they  were  given 
to  them  as  an  equivalent  for  their  not  having  any  fliare  in 
the  divifion  of  the  land,  nor  any  portion  or  inheritance 
with  the  reft  of  the  people  (H). 

A  Vkl.  Nam:  xviii.  I7»  &  feq.   Exod.^dii.  13.  Deat.xv.  20, 
k  fisq.  ^  Vid.  prase,  a^m.  137.  ff  Levit.  xix.  23, 

^  JbJn.  zxvii.  30,  &feq. 

(H)  And  perhaps,  too,  with  Aide  \  fince  their  income  was 

ivery  jodiciotts  view  of  making  fare  to  rife  and  fidl,  according 

ihaa  more  carefal  to  keep  op  as  the  fpirit  of  religion  and  obe* 

die    religions    obfervance  of  dience  proved  more  or  lefs  vi^ 

Grbd*s  laws  among  the  people,  gorous« 
te  .prole  naovwy  to  back,-  ^ 

Tmss? 
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These  tithes  were  of  four  forts  ;  namely »  i.  Thqft 
lurhich  were  thus  affigned  to  the  tribe  of  Levi  ^  {!)  \  uA 
thefe  not  being  of  the  higher  rank  of  holy  things, .  all  dw 
Unites  J  men  and  women,  clean  or  unclean,  might  eat  of 
>  them.  2.  The  tenths  of  thefe  tithes  which  were  aligned 
to  the  priefls ;  for  thefe  laft  did  not  gather  the  tithes  tbeoH 
felves,  but  that  o£ice  belonged  to  the  Levites,  who  welt 
not  to  touch  any  part  of  them  till  they  had  paid  that  pr^i 
portion  to  the  priefts*,  and  had  fent  it  to  JerufaUm.  jb 
After  a  layman  had  paid  his  firft  tithes  to  the  Levites^  m 
was  obliged  to  fet  afide  a  fecond  tenth,  or  exchange  it  (tut 
an  equivalent  in  money,  with  an  addition  of  a  fifth  fUl 
above  the  value ;  and  tnis  he  was  obliged  to  bring  to  Jt^ 
rufalem^  and  there  make  a  feaft,  and  invite,  beiides  hk 
friends  and  relations,  the  priefts  and  Levites  to  it  ^  (K); 
4.  The  laft  kind  of  tithes  which  Mofes  commands,  wasH^ 
be  fet  by  every  third  year,  and  be  confumed  in  feafts  at 

'  ^  Nam.  xviii.  20,  k  (eq.  Deut.  xiv.  22,  &  alib.  Vid.  k  t 
Chron.  xxxi.  4,  k  feq.  •  Num.  xviii.  25,  k  feq.  <  Dead 
xii.  I7»i8.  xiv.  22,23. 


(I)  Some  authors  have  been 
of  opinion,  chat  every  man  was 
obliged  to  bring  or  feod  by 
proxy  thefe  firft- tithes  to  Jeru-^ 
/aifm(^):  but,  beiides  that 
there  doth  not  appear  the  leaft 
fhadow  of  a  precept  for  k,  it 
feems  rather  from  the  fecond 
tixhes,  which  the  Levites  were 
to  fend  to  Jerufulem  (9),  to  the 
priefts,  that  the  £rft  was  to  be 
paid  apo(i  the  fpot,  or,  at  far- 
theft,  ui  the  cities  of  the  Le- 
vites.  And,  indeed,  it  would 
have  been  too  great  trouble  and 
expence,  efpecially  for  thofe 
that  dwelt  at  a  confiderable  di- 
ftance  from  Jerufalem^  to  have 
even  fent  them  thither.  If  it 
be  obje^d,  that  it  was  eq  ually 
fo  to  the  Levites^  the  anuver  is 
obvious,  that  it  was  much  ea- 


fier  for  them  to  fend  a  tendi 
part,  than  to  carry  the  wMW 
thither,  and  be  forced  to  bite 
nine  parts  back  to  thek  x^SfU 
6tive  homes. 

(K)  That  this  tenth  is  St^ 
ferent  from  the  firft.that  ^nas 
paid  to  the  Leviief,  what- 
ever ibme  commentators  have 
thought  to  the  contrary,  is 
plain  ;  i .  Becauie  the  firA  was 
the  hereditary  right  of  the  trilw 
of  Le'vif  which  would  have 
flarved  without  it;  and  (his 
was  confiimed  by  the  ownen 
and  their  friends.  2.  The  Le^ 
nntei  were  oblig^  to  refund  a 
tenth  part  of  the  firft  to  tht 
priefts,  hut  in  -this  thejr  fveie 
only  invited  as  euefts.  s.  TlpC 
firft  vvas  paid  all  the  lufkawi^ 
but  this  only  at  Jerufahm* 


C^)  Jofeph,  ant,  /.  vr,  c,  8.  J^i,  Sisff.  Amam,  dedecim,  &  aii9*  0kei^eif0t% 
(9)  Comf,  Deut,  xiv,  %%,  ^3.  witbNiifm* «.  34,  ^  fif^ 
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home,  to  which  they  were  obliged  to  invite  the  Livttis^ 
the  poor,  &therlefs,  widows,  and  Grangers  ▼  (L). 

To 

*  Dent.  xii.  ±2, 29. 

(L)  It  is,  however,  more  not  eafy  to  determine.    The 

likely»  that  this  kft  tenth  dif-  Jews,  if  we  will  belieire  iome 

faedmnothing  from  the  third,  of  the    moft  learned  among 

hat  only  in  that  this  was  fpent  them  (i  3),  affirm,    that  they 


^3 


at  home  every  third  year,  and 
the  other  at  Jtrufakm  on  the 
other  two  years:  fo  that  there 
might  be  properly  but  three 
ibrts  of  tithes ;  that  of  the  he- 
vitesy  of  the  priefts,  and  thefe 
hft,  which  were  rather  a  kind 
of  euchairiflical  agapa^  which 
the  Jevos  therefore  called 
'jynurjfD,  and  the  Greeks 
Tj^^^oeAgjCfltTit,  the  tenth  of  tbi 
fear,  and  Toiit  the  third  tenth 
(10). 
We  read,  indeed,  of  another 


had  no  (hare  nor  title  in  the 
former;  and  that  the  fleih  of  all 
thofe  creatures  that  were  ded- 
mated,belonged  to  the  owners : 
and  Obadiah  de  Barthenmra 
adds,  that  there  is  not  one  paf- 
fage  in  the  whole  law  that 
proves,  that  the  prieA  had  a 
right  to  any  part  of  it  (14).  It 
is  hardly  worth  while  to  dive 
farther  into  this  matter,becaafe 
we  cannot  attain  to  any  cer- 
tainty about  it.  As  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  cattle  was 
of  tithes,  fuch  as  Samuel  ufually  decimated,  we  ihall  give 
threatened  the  Ifraelitesy  their    it^in  Maimon\  own  words  (15): 


kin^  if  they  peHifted  in  the 
choice  of  one,  would  levy  upon 
them,  out  of  their  fields,  vine* 
yards,  and  flocks  ( 1 1 ) :  but  as 
there  is  nothing  of  fuch  a  right 
mentioned  by  Mofes  in  the  rules 
which  he  fettled  for  thecondud 
of  their  future  kings  [\z\  it  is 
likely  the  prophet  only  fore- 
warns them  of  what  they  would 
be  apt  to  do,  rather  than  of 
what  they  might  lawfully  do. 

What  the  firft  fort  of  tithes 
confifted  in,  which  were  thus 
appropriated  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  prieib  and  Levitesy  whe- 
dier  in  all  great  and  fmall  cattle, 
and  other  kinds  of  animals,  as 
well  as  all  forts  of  grain  and 
firnits,  or  only  in  the  latter,  is 


A  man,  fays  hey  who  out  of 
**  ten  lambs,for  inftanoe,(hou]d 
**  have  fet  afide  one,  or  ten  out 
of  an  hundred,  would  not  hf 
reckoned  to  have  paid  the 
«'  tithes  of  them.  The  r%ht 
'*  way,  therefore,  of  doing  it, 
*^  was  as  follows:  they  fhut  up 
'*  all  the  Iambs,  kids,  or  calves, 
*'  in  a  flable,  which  had  one 
''  door  fo  freight,  that  two 
'^  of  them  could  not  get  01^ 
*^  abreail;  they  then  brought 
**  their  dams  to  the  door,  that 
their  young  ones,  hearing 
their  voice,  might  flrive  to 
get  out,  purfuant  to  what  is 
<^  faid  in  Lemticus  xxjcii*  32. 
**  Every  thing  that  faffet%  ae- 
**  dertherod.    Accordingly  it 


« 


(io}7«^.u8. 


(ti)  I  5tfM.yiii.  1$,  &  y>f. 
"'■ '  "'aimm,  in  becorotb^  c.  ( 

(15)  Maim  ubi /up. 


14,  ^  feo,  ( 1 3)  'Vid*  Maimott,  in  becorotb^  'c.  6. 


(12)  Deut,  39^ 
(14)  Bartbehor. 


4( 


was 
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To  ihefe  kind  of  offerings  we  might  add  fome  otheh ; 
fuch  as  that  of  incenfe  (N),  which  the  priefts only  wereto 
burn  every  day  upon  the  altar  of  perfume,  before  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  facrifice,  and  the  high-prieft  once  a  year 
in  the  holy  of  holies,  both  which  we  have  already  faid 
fomething  of;  and  thofe  which  were  of&red  on  folendn  fe^ 
flivals,  new-rooons,  fabbaths,  and  the  like,  befides  fooid 
others,  of  lefs  note  :  but  we  have  already  dwelt  too  long 
upon  this  article;  and  (hall  only  add,  ihat  as  yeru/aJem 
became  afterwards,  to  the  7n(;j,  what  the  camp  was,  du- 
ring their  abode  in  the  wildernefs ;  thofe  vidlims,  which 
were  ordered  t6  be  burnt  out  of  the  camp,  were,  after  th^ 
building  of  the  temple,  to  be  burnt  out  of  the  walls  of  the 
city. 


*'  was  required,  that  thele 
**  young  ones  (honld  come  out 
*'  of  themfelves,  and  not  be 
**  driven  oat ;  and  as  fall  as 
**  they  came  out  one  after  an- 
*•  other,  they  that  flood  by 
V  told  them  one^  two,  three, 
**  and  fb  on  to  ten.  This  tenth 
^*  was  immediately  marked  with 
••  red  lead ;  and  whether  it  were 
•*  male  or  female,whether with 
*•  or  without  blemi(h,the  owner 
••  faid.  Ibis  JJ:)all  he  confecrated 
^  to  pay  the  tithes.  If  it  was 
•^  fit,  it  was  then  to  be  (acri- 
•*  ficedtoGod;  ifnot,  it  might 
**  be  killed  and  eaten  where  the 
•*  owner  pleafed;  for  it  could 
**  be  neither  redeemed,  nor  ex- 
«*  changed  (23)/' 

(N)  This  mixture, which  our 
frerfiondoth  fimply  call  incenfe, 
was  rather  a  perfume,  the  com- 
pofition  of  which  is  prefcribed 
by  Mofes^  and  forbid,  under  pain 
of  death,  to  be  ufed  by  any  but 
priefts,  or  any-where  but  in  the 
andtflry  (24} ;  tho'  any  other 


compoiition  might  be,  and  was 
lawfully  ufed;  as  appears  fay 
feveral  places  of  Scripture.  Thus 
we  read,  that  Hezekiab  fhewed 
feveral  forts  of  them,  among 
other  rarities  of  his  treafiuc- 
houfe,  to  the  king  of  Baiyhith 
embafTadors  (25) :  and  kingi^ 
had  fome  fuch-like  fort  ukd  at 
his  funeral  (26). 

As  to  the  reafon  of  this  oon- 
tinual  burning  of  incenfe,  ite* 
we  grant,  that  it  might  be  ty- 
pical of  the  prayers  of  the 
faints,  yet  we  believe  we  may 
take  that  of  the  learned  iliWi- 
tnon  along  with  it,  that  the 
multitude  of  viflims,  that  were 
continually  offered  up,  would 
have  made  the  holy  place  fmdl 
too  much  like  a  daughter-hoofe, 
and,  confequently,  have  infpired 
the  comers  rather  with,  difguft 
and  contempt,  than  awe  and  re- 
verence, had  it  not  been  over- 
powered by  the  agreeable  fira- 
grancy  of  thofe  perfumes  ( 27), . 


1^3)  Vid^  Bufrtjg.  rep,  Ueh,  r«m.  ili.  /.'xxilii.  r.  4.  (24)  Sji0d,llX» 

14»^  /'/•        (*s)  iJ^iftg'  XX.  13.        (26)  2  Chron,  xv'u  uiu        {^7)^' 
0i[9ag,  tnCun^  tom/iu  L  u  c,  X2. 
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Laws  concerning  vomsk 

AS  thefe  made  a  ftdemh  part  of  the  Jewijh  worfhip  and  Lava  cnm 
(^erings^  they  may  properly  be  joined,  as  an  appendix ^'«'«»^ 
to  the  former,  though  their  being  free  and  arbitrary  doth^'^w/. 
not  permit  us  to  put  them  in  the  fame  rank.     How  foon 
they  began  to  be  in  ufe,  we  (hall  fee  in  JacoV%  vow- 
ing the  tenths  of  all  his  acquiiitions,    as  he-  went   to 
fadan-aram  ^ :  however,  we  confine  ourfelves  to  fiiofe 
under  the  ^^zV  difpenfation,  concerning  which  that  law- 
giver made  feveral  regulations,  in  order  to  dire£t  and  inforce 
die  performance  of  them  c. 

Vows  were  of  a  twofold  nature  $  namely,  i^  Of  fuch 
as  devoted  the  thing  vowed,  whether  men,  beaft,  money, 
or  any  part  of  a  man's  poiTeffion,  to  the  fervice  of  Got)  ''• 
2.  Of  fuch  as  devoted  them  to  utter  dcftrudlion^  (O). 
tJnder  the  iirft  head  it  plainly  appears,  that  perfons  who 
were  fui  juris,  or  their  own  maflers,  might  vow  them- 
feives,  their  children,  or  any  part  of  their  pofTeffions,  to 
God.  We  fay  fui  juris,  becaufe  the  vows  of  a  fon  or 
a  daughter,  of  a  wife  or  flave,  were  of  no  further  force, 
than  as  they  were  approved  or  disapproved  by  thofe  under 
whofc  power  they  were  ^ :  fo  that  a  parent,  hulband,  or 
mafter,  if  he  heard  the  vow  when  it  was  made,  or  when  he 
came  afterwards  to  be  informed  of  it,  was  at  liberty  either 
to  give  it  a  fan£tion,  or  to  difannul  it ;  but,  if  the  latter, 
he  was  obliged  to  do  it  on  the  fame  day,,  according  to  the 

*>  Gen^xxviii.  20.  «  Levlt.  xxvii.  pafT.  **  Ver. 

I,  &  feq.  *  Ver.  28,  29.  ^  Num.  xxx.  pafT. 

• 

(0)  The  oiriginal  di(lingai(hes  to  God  beyond  the  pofiibility  of 

them  by  the  words  ^^9,  nadar^  redemption  (2^  :  biit  the  reader 

which  fignifies  to  *vow,  in  the  may  fee,  by  the  inftances  which 

£rft  {en(e  s  and  u3irt^  chereni^  we  (hall  give  above,    that  it 

which  implies^  to  lay  a  thing  or  meant    quite  another  thing; 

pcHbn  under  an  anathema,or  to  namely,  the  death  of  the  per« 

devote  it  or  him  to  deftrudion.  fon,  and  extermination  and  dc*- 

Several  learned  commentators,  ftrudiion  of  the  thing  anathe* 

indeed,  v^l  not  allow  of  this  matized :  and  that  thedifference 

laft  meaning,  when  it  relates  to  between  the  firft  and  (eoond 

men;   bat  think,    that  thofe  vow  was,  that  the  iirft  might  bo 

perfoni,  who  were  thus' vowed,  redeem^,  but  not  the  fecond, 
were  to  become  wholly  devoted 

IL  f  text  J 


€6  TbeHiftofy  of  the  Jem 

text ;  or  in  twenty*four  hours,  according  to  the  J 
doctors. 

Of  perfons  vowing  themfelves  in  this  fenfe,  wc 
with  no  plain  inftance ;  but,  of  their  vowing  their  chi 
we  have,  among  others,  that  of  Samuel^  who  was  ded 
to  God  by  his  mother's  vow,  ratified,  as  is  to  be  fup| 
from  what  we  juft  now  hinted,  by  her  hufband  g  ;  a 
was,  accordingly,  confecrated  to  God's  fervice  ail  h 
time.  However,  in  thefe  cafes,  the  law  of  Mofes  al 
of  a  redemption,  or  commutation  for  a  fum  of  m 
which  was  either  greater,  or  lefs,  according  to  the  aj 
iex  of  the  perfon  vowed  j  for  which  the  reader  will 
rate  fixed  to  each  of  them,  and  an  allowance  mac 
thofe  who  were  not  able  to  pay  that  fum,  in  the  cl 
above- quoted  concerning  vows*", 
Jnathi'  Th  e  cafe  was  quite  different  with  refpeS  to  thofe 
•wj.  which  were  voweid  to  deflrudtion  ;  for  they  could  i 

redeemed  at  any  rate  ^  That  which  had  life, was  to  \ 
to  death  ;  and  that  ivhich  had  not,  was  to  be  deftroj 
fire,  or  fome  other  way.  Wc  meet  wich  various  inf 
of  it  in  the  Jnvtlh  hiltorv  ;  but  fliall  fxndc  onlv  a  : 
the  molt  remarkable,  under  the  following  note  (P). 

w 

s  1  Sam.  i.  2i>  &feq.         ^  Levic.  xxrii.  jy&feq. 

vsr.  28,29. 

(P;  Thu?,  for  inilancc,  the  at  Mixpevy  vowed  thofe 

kingiioni  of  J*-aa\ind  the  cities  llructioa  chac  did  not  a 

of  the  Cunaanitis,  were  under  puDiihing  the  tribe  of 

the  lame  anathema  29',  and,  min^  for  their  barbaroa 

more  particuhr!;.  .Jdricho ;  and  of  the  Le^ite^^  concubini 

Ac'juHy    and  ail  :nac  he  had,  and  SliuI  would  have  lac 

tttil  under  the  fame  cune,  be-  his  qwd  ibn^7fftfr^««,fo: 

cauie  he  hod  laved  ibme  of  die  ran tly  incurring  uie curie, 

plunder  of  ihaccicy  30;,  which  he  had  laid  jpon  dia£ 

wa»  to  have  been  ucitroyed.  As  fhould  eac  or  drink  wl 

for  Jtp^jthnos  vow.beudes  that  was  in  purfuit  of  bis  v 

it  wa:»  not  exacliy  of  the  lame  hudnoc  toe  whole  arm/ ft: 

nature,  and  authors  are  mucJi  oppoied  it.     By  all  wh 

divided  about  the  manner  of  his  iances,  and  many  nun 

fulfiUiii^  it;  it  will  be  more  could  be  brought,  it  a] 

proper  co  examine  it  when  we  tixac  noching  ids  than 

come  to  the  mftory  of  chat  was  the  lot  of  the  peiic 

judge.  The  Ifr4ulitts^j&xno\tl  voted  by  this  kxod  of  vo 

X29)  Ntm.  xxi.  I,  ^/^*  i>»^>  vii.  23, ^  'tq,  xz,  xc.  ^  /««    (31 
wi.firvii.^5^     (30  ?•*■ -^xi.  5* 


CVli;        h  tie  mbyiorifh  Captivifyi 

What  curfe  Jonadah^  the  fon  of  Rechaby  had  laid  upon 
his  pofterity,  if  they  did  not  obferve  his  arbitrary  injun- 
fiions,  of  abflaining  from  wine,  from  planting,  (bwing, 

and 


6»» 


Thofe  who  think,tiiat;  when 
they  related  to  hiunan  vidims, 
they  mea&t  no  more  than  that 
they   ihottid  be  dedicated  to 
God*s  iervice  as  long  as  they 
lived;  do,  indeed,  obje£k  jJbie 
abhorrence  whichGod  exprdTes 
againft  all  kind  of  human  fa- 
crifices:  but  we  beg  leave  to 
obfenFe^that  the  cafe  here  is  not 
about  lacrificesy  but  vows,  and 
foch  aSy  fbr  aught  appears  to 
die  contrary,  by  ail  the  inftances 
we  meet  with,  were  not  in  the 
power  of  private  men  to  make, 
but  only  either  of  the  whole 
aatioo,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
land  of  ufrW,  or  of  the  kings 
and  judges,  as  in  the  other  in- 
fiances  above-mentioned,    fie- 
fides,  they  feem  altogether  to 
relate  to  thofe  idolatrous  na- 
tions they  were  going  to  con- 
quer,   the  meafure  of  whofe 
mis  had  already  provoked  God 
to  pais  fenteince  of  deflru£lion 
agamft  them :  in  which  cafe,  if 
they  bound  themfelves  by  a  fb- 
lemn  vow  to  put  it  in  execu- 
tMHi,  they  would  be  more  likely 
to  fulfil  it.     Accordingly,  we 
iSnd  them  very  exadt  where  that 
was  thecafe,and  as  remifs  when 
it  was  not ;  dfe  they  had  not 
left    fo    many  nations  unde- 
trcnred»  to  be  a  Continual  fnare 
to  ieAvCfi  them  into  all  manner 
rf  idollitries.   If,  therelbfe,  it 
wit  f^  h  great  conCbquenoe  to 
them  to  remove  all  liich  dan- 
gerofii  incitements,   we  need 
not  wonder  if  they  were,  in 
iinne  meafure,  led  into  it  by  the 
tamg/a  obligation  of  an  oaA. 


Bat,  after  all,  this  precept  ma|r 
be  only  an  inft>roement  of  that 
vow  which  Mfffes  liad  exacted 
of  the  whole  nation  a  little  be- 
{(xt  his  deathj  of  obferving  all 
thecommandmentsof  God,  one 
of  which  was  the  extirpation 
of  all  thefe  nations,  with  all 
their  monuments  of  idolatry : 
in  which  cafe,  the  meaning  of 
theie  words  will  be  only  ^is, 
that,  as  they  had  foiemnly 
vowed  it  to  God,  they  muft 
not  pretend  hereaftet  to  exempt 
themfelves  from  it,  upon  any 
pretence  whatever; 

Thofe  who  underfland  xht 
ori^nal,  know,  that  the  futur^ 
tenle  is -very  often  uied  fbr  the 
paft,  and  fo^i^'re  ver/a:  fb  that 
the  words  may  be  properly  ren- 
dered^ Jhall  ha<vt  I'Oiwidt  in- 
ftead  oijball  'vtnu.  Thefe  two 
verfcs,  therefore^  feem  to  us  to 
come  in  as  an  exception  to  thii 
regulations  which  Mofes  had 
made  a  little  befbre,concerhiag 
the  redemption  of  thofe  things 
which  had  been  vowed  in  the 
firft  fenfe;  and  which  he  there- 
fore prefaces  with  the  word  7^^ 
ak^  notwithftanding^  or  never* 
thelefs^  whatfoever  fhall  be 
vowed  in  the  fecond  fenfe,  that 
is,  to  defh-udion,  whether  of 
men^  or  beafts^  (sTr^  fhall  not 
be  Redeemed,  but  pnt  to  death : 
that  is,  ye  have  all  bound  yont- 
ielves,  by  a  folemn  oath,  to  de^ 
ftroy  all  thofe  nations  that  will 
not  accept  of  prbfiered  peace, 
and  fi»r&ke  their  idolatry ^and  to 
exterminate  all  that  belongs  to 
them:  remember there&>re,that 

F  a  there 
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f.M-  .#.:-.  -  n  riij*  ic.'wfer  to 
/  '.    •'    '      "    ■•••►-«    *-t*T.i  • .  •:.- -^  \«-.z.t?.     We 

Mt  (     -rff  o»    f»v'i  frif't ;  name:*",   oi  ilich  "wiw 

' '  **  *  il  .nifri'   -  f.1  I  »fiiv  \*\r  !i»mr  ih'.»r  nscs.  12:  a wed[, 

.  ,.   ...f». .    .,,,1  .],..('.•  •••ho  wv\r  Sr'.r.i:  rr.  .t  ii.  their  life; 

•  !•     J  ii#.  ,«f»-,  n>»-0  ■  fmnM-m:*-.  '.rx.riiirc  br  their  ji- 

'    •   '•     '  ••  •  I*  ■.  •'•    r  IF!  \Y'f  ■  ■•  »    "''  ..•'.- n'iis,  thai  xhtT 
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.  '  .     •• .    ■   r'-    f  1^41?  tf«  IF*.  fi.;;  icrijT'h.     As  f or  thak  jc 

'*        '     •'•«■•»■,    %■  y  ii.     ii»  .If  ,.vf  i     fr.  ai'fiir:  ill'  fig^MTTMfir^ 
''  '    f-M Q    ••■1"    pn  lii»iiif  whiTC    £  dsaL  B 

'  '»    '      '"M'  Vi-.'iijs'j       hrin    ';   iiu  uiui*  H' d 

'       '  '•      "»*.■•     #•     1 1 1. 'J    .-H,-  ;itr,'»-    V'liiJI     Rr.   .ja 

.'*  '    '     •■    •■  '^    "■    •'•:   ri'v    tiv   i:,n    11    j::  tJirr.v.-:   aiotie 

;     N    I ".    I   •".    ffiic    e'.*' '■^ajLtXf' 
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found  themfelves;  at  which  time  they  fet  by  the  price  of 
their  facriiiqe,  in  order  to  bring  or  fend  it  to  the  temple  by 
the  next  opportunity.  This  is  what  we  find  St.  Paul  did, 
who  made  this  vow  at  Corinth^  ihaved  his  head  at  dnchrea^ 
and  went^  foon  after,  to  JerufaUm^  to  accompliQi  it  by  the 
ufiial  oflEering  K 

Laws  concerning   the  prieftsj   Levites,   and  Ne- 

thinims* 

nr  H  £  two  lad  things  to  be  conddered,  under  this  head  Laws  cat' 
-*   of  the  worfliipof  God,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  cMtA^armngtbi 
theccunmandsof  thefirft  table,  are,  i.  The  perfons,  znA^friifis. 
2.  The  things,  which  were,  in  a  more  peculiar  manner, 
eonfecrated   to  his  fervice.     Of  the  iirft  fort  were  the 
priefls,  LiviteSy  and  Nethinims  ;  of  the  fecond,  the  taber* 
nade,  and  afterwards  the  temple,  with  all  the  pompous  ap» 
paratus  of  utenfils  prefcribed  by  God  himfelf  to  Mofes  on 
the  mount,  in  order  to  infpire  that  carnal  people  with  a 
greater  awe  and  reverence  for  his  religion.     As  to  the  tribe 
of  Leviy  we  fhall  fee,  in  the  fequel,  how,  and  upon  what 
account,  it  was  feparated  from  the  reft,  and  appointed  for 
this  important  office  (  Q^). 

L  Of 

*  Aasxviii.18. 

(  QJi  Before  that  time  the  in  the  puni(bme&t  of  the  firft 

priefthood  is  jgenerally  thoughts  offenders^  Corah,  Datban,  and 

Co  iuive  belonged  to  the  firft-  Jibiram ;,  and  in  confirming  the 

bom ;  and  when  Mo/es  ratified  prieflbood  in  that  family  by  the 

the  covenant  between  God  and  fupernaturai  budding  o{Aaron*g 

the  people  at  the  mount,  he  rod  (34].  It  is  not,  indeed,  eafy 

afied  the  part  of  chief-prieft,  to  reconcile  what  is  faid  of  the 

and  chofe  a  fet  of  young  men  to  Levitts  being  chofen  above  ail 

aft  under  him  (33) ;  but  after  other  tribes,  upon  th^  account 

tke  tribe  of  Levi  bad  been  thus  of  the  ^e^l  which  they  fhewed 

fet  apart  for  the  inferior,  and  in  punilhing  the  worfiiipers  of 

the  fiunily  of  Jaron  for  the  the  golden  calf  (35),  with  Aa* 

higher  offices  of  the  miniih-y,  it  rotC%  being  raifed  to  the  higheft 

became  a  capital  crime  for  any  dignity  in  that  tribe,  who  had 

other  tribe  to  interfere  with  fo    bafely  confented  to,    and 

them  in  the  iacred  fnn^ionj  countenanced    that   defe^ion. 

ti|foma^  tlm  Goel^s  vengeance  T^^s    choice    may    therefore 

did  miracttloufly  difplay  icfelf  vof^vc  properly  be  afcribed  ta 

^33^  Exod.  xxiv.  5,  (^  tea.  (i^)  NunS,  Zvi,  V  zvii.  faff". 

(iSj  Oent.  xxxiii.  8,  ^  feq,  &  ^lih. 

F3  X\^ 


70  T^c  Hj^^  cf  tb$  Jews 

I.   0/ the  priejls. 

TH  £  Lwiticai  tribe,  as  will  be  mojw  fully  ihe 
the  fcquel,  confifted  of  three  main  branchy*. 
'  gutfiied  by  their  principal  heads  ;  namely,  Gn-Jhm^  R 
and  Merari:  but  the  priefthoo4  was  given  folelv  to  i 
mily  of  Aaron^  which  was  no  more  dhan  a  fmall  bra 
fhat  of  Kohaib^  whilft  all  the  reft  of  it^  even  the  i 
Afofes  himfelf,  as  well  as  the  other  two  branches,  m 
in  the  cpipmon  ranl^  of  J^^evites^  and  were  only  admii 
the  inferior  functions  of  the  miniftry,  whether  of  t 
bernacle,  or  afterwards  of  the  temple.  So  that  tbeC 
always  fubjeft  to,  and  dependent  oh,  the  priefis,  as  v 
pear  in  its  proper  place* 

'  At  the  head  of  the  priefthood  was  the  hi^*prieft: 
was  alfo  the  head  of  the  Jiwijh  church,  and  the  final 
of  all  controverfie;,  whether  concerning  religion^  o. 
about  the  a4mi/i|ftration  of  common  juftice.  Tl 
ibems  plainly  implied  in  the  dire£iions  which  Mdji:. 
the  people,  to  have  recqurfe  to  the  priefts  in  all  diffi 
pf  thaj^  nature,'  and  to  abide  by  their  determination^ 
pain  of  death  \ :  and,  in  this  fenfe,  Jo/epbus^  Phlh 

*  Deut.  xyii.  89  & ieq.  xix.  17.  xxi.  5.  xxii,  10.  xxx 
Vid.  Se  EsBck.  xliv.  24. 

1 

fhe  mere  pleafure  of  God,  like  plain,  that  here  was  an 

that  which  he  made  before  of  lubftitation  or  exchange 

Stibf   Noah,   Sbemi  Abrabam^  Leifiiical  tribe,  in  lieu 

Jacobs  and  fince  of  David^  and  firil-born  whichGqdhad  ( 

many  more.  Bat,  however  that  to  himielf  for  his  having 

be,  Mofei  tells  us,  in  another  thofe  of  Ifrael^  when  1 

place,  that  God  took  the  he-  ftroyed  thofe  of  Egm  y 

^/Vfj,in(lead  of  the  firft-bornof  foperiority  given  to  the 

Ifraely  to  be  his  own  tribe:  and  of  Aaron  over  all  the  : 

it  is  remarkable^  that  when  the  that  tribe,  both  as  to  oifi 

ilims  of  both  wiere  taken,  and  dignity,  as  we  ihall  pn 

the  n amber  of  the  latter  ex-  ftew,  under  each  head, 

ceeded  that  of  the  fbrmer,  he  the  Kethinmu  they  wer^ 

commanded,  that  tlie  overplus  much  as  of  the  (eed  of  ^ 

Ihould  be  redeemed  at  the  price  and  we  only  rank  them  h 

of  five  fhekeis  per  head,  and  being  aprointed  to  ferve 

^e  price  to  be  given  to  Aaron  loweft  offices  (A  the  tabc 

and  hisfons(36).     So  that  it  is  and  temple. 

(36-]  Vii,  Num.  ill.  i%,  13.  45^  &  Jif* 
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if  not  all  the  Jewi/b  rabbles,  underftand  them  *• 
/er,  in  this  refped,  he  a<£ted  rather  as  a  civil  judge, 
3  high-  prieft.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  fubaltern 
and  Levitesj  who  were  commonly  admitted  to  fit 
ir  inferior  courts  of  judicature :  for  it  is  plain,  that 
in  end,  for  which  they  were  fet  apart,  was,  to  blefs 
:op1e  in  God's  name,  and  to  offer  up  incenfe,  and 
facrifices  to  him  that  were  prefcribed  by  the  law,  ex- 
:  of  all  other  tribes  \  under  the  fevere  penalties  above* 
>ned. 

E  laws  relating  to  the  high-prieft  are  reducible  to 
three  heads:    i.  Such  as  related  to  his  oiEce.     2. 
sconfecration  ;  and,  3.  To  his  drefs. 
to  his  office,  befideshis  having  it  in  his  power,  when-  Tie  higln 
B  pleafed,  to  perform  any  of  the  fiinAionsof  the  in- prtefl^s 
priefts,  and  his  being  alone  pofleffed  of  the  divine  ^^' 
of  tirtm  and  thummim^  of  which  more  in  the  fequel, 
s  alone  authorized  to  enter  into  the  holy  of  holies, 
ronounce  that  folemn  bleffing,  on  the  day  of  expia-> 
nentioned  under  that  head:  all  which  great  privileges 
:on  fined  to  him,  and  entailed  on  his  fon  and  fuccefTor, 
d{  his  own  body,  or  family  (R).    There  was  fuch  a 

particular 

)Dt.  Apion.  &alib.  Phil.  Mai  mow.    Vid..SBLDtN.  de 
vet.  Hebr.  &  al.  ^  Numb.  xvi.  &  alib, 

Aocordingjly^we  find  the  fome  of  them  m^ht  be  the 

franches  of  it,  that  of  reafon   of  its  paffing  to  E/i, 

tr,  and  that  of  Ithamar,  who  was  of  theyoonger  branch], 

IS  of  Aarofiy  in  the  high-  in  whofe  houfe  it  continued  till 

ood  at  different  times,till  &auH  time.  After  this,^it  (hifced 

ptivity,  wfailft  the  other  once  or  twice  more  in  Pa*oid*s 

Ki    the   next  in  rank;  time,  till  Solomon,   diilatisfied 

ds  is  the  moft  probable  with  Abiathar,  reftored  Zadok 

why  the  {^cred  writers  of  the  Pbtnean  &mi]y  to  the 

>n  a  high-prieft,  and  a  firft rank  again,  whereat  conti* 

prieft  (37).    How  Phi-  naed  to  the  end.    So  that  Abi^ 

line  came  to  be  fet  aiide  atbar  cannot  fo  properly  be  faid 

the  firft  rank,  the  text  to  have  been  depofed  by  that 

lot  tell  us ;  but  the  legal  prince,  as  to  have  been,  reduced 

edions,  which  difquali-  to  the  priiline   rank  of  his 

man  fbr  that  hieh  dig-  branch.   Accordingly,^  we  find 

vere  fo  many,  and  fofre-  him  named  in  the  very  ne>^t 

that  it  is  probable,  that  chapter  but  one,^  after  his  fuj^'^ 

(S7).  7^*  '^*  ^'*  ^"'«  M*  Vi^*  I  Cbrw*  zxiv.  2. 

F  4  pofed 
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particular  facrcdnefs  inherent  in  his  dignity,  as  obliged  him 
to  feveral  ftrift  laws,  from  which  the  reft  of  the  priclb  were 
exempt.  It  was  not  lawful  for  him  to  marry  a  widow,  2, 
repudiated  woman,  or  an  harlot ;  the  pcrfon  whom  he  took 
to  his  bed  was  to  be  a  pqre  virgin,  and  one  of  his  own 
tribe  :  hc  wa^  forbi4  ^^  P"*  hip^fejf  into  mourning  for  the 
neareft  rel^^tion,  or  to  go  into  any  houfe  where  a  dead  body 
W^s  ^  :  he  was  farther  obliged  to  abftain  not  only  from  mar 
trimonial  commerce,  during  thofe  feftivals  in  which  he  wai( 
to  officiate;  but,  alfo,  from  all  food,  ai^d  pther  things, 
lyhich  might  occafion  any  defilenient,  Bef^^^s  all  t^iefe,  he 
was,  in  common  with  other  priefts,  to  be  free  from  all  par 
tural  defe6ls  mentioned  by  Mofes  ^ ;  that  is  to  fay,  he 
was  to  be  neither  blind,  lame,  maimed,  crooked,  or  a 
dwarf ;  he  was  to  have  neither  fcurvy,itch,nor  any  dife^fei, 
in  his  (kin,  or  defeS  in  any  of  his  limbs  :  as  ip.^ny  as  had 
any  one  of  thefe  blemiflies,  were  abfolutely  excluded  froo^ 
all  prieftly  fun£lipiis,  from  entering  into  the  fan^uary,  ^n4 

<  Levit.  xxi.  1O9  &  feq.  ^  Ibid,  xiii,  ^feq. 

• 

po{ed  depofition,  as  fecond  to  9ne  day         And  thou  Jbalt  hi' 

Zadok ;    And  Zadok  and  Abi-  hold  an  enemy  in  my  hahiiaiion 
athar  ivere  priefis  (38).  And  I  *will  raife  meufei 

It  wpre  necdlefs  to  troable  faithful  friefii^'-'^WMlfi  tbofe 

our  readers  with  the  various  that  are  left  of  thine  houfeJ/Ml 

conje£lures  that  have  been  made  fall  into  the  utmoft  poverty  emi 

about  the  reafoa  of  this  tranf-  contempt.    How  and  when  this 

lation  of  the  high-priellhood  prophecy  was  fplfilled,  will  be 

from  the  eldefl  to  the  youngeft  feen  in  its  proper  place.     It  \% 

branch :  it  is  enough  for  us,  fuCcient,  at  prefent,  to  have 

that  it  was  not  done  without  given  the  belt  light  we  can  set 

divine  approbation,  as  appears  to  the  manner  of  this  facred  iuc- 

by  what  a  prophet  fenc  from  cciliqn.     We  beg  leave  only  to 

pod  faid  unto  ^// (39),  to  this  add,  that  where  the  prophet 

cfFcjft  —  /  chofe  the  houfe  of  thy  tells  £//,  Thjiujhalt  fee  an  enemy 

father  h^r on  to  offer  up  incenje  in  my  habitation ^  the  word  fig- 

and  facrifices  upon  my  altar  ^-^  nifies,  more  properly,  a  rival  % 

Why  then  do  ye  kick  at  my  facri^  and  feems  to  point  dire£Uy  ac 

fees  ? Wherefore^tho"  I  faid  the  eldeft  branch,  which,  though 

that  thine  houfcj^^^fhould fand  fct  afide  for  a  time,  would  again 

before  me  forever Noivfar  be  reinftated  to  thi^t  fupreme 

he  it  from  me  to  honour  thofe  dignity,  as  it  ad ually  was, when 

that  dtfkonour  me Lo^  the  Saul  caufed  Abimelech  to  be 

time  cometh^that thy  fonsYior^vS.  flain,  and  Zad(^k  to  be  p^t  in 

mnd  Phineas  fiall  he  cut  off  in  his  place. 

{38)  Cemp,  1  Jiangi  i.  26,  ^y,  onti  iii.  4.  (39)  x  3jim,  ii,  27,  ^/y« 
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offering  the  fliew-bread  ;  only  they  were  allowed  to  live 
upon  a  portion  of  the  offerings  that  were  made  there  ^« 

2.  His  confecration.  This  ceremony  was  prefcribed  by  ConfecrtH 
God  himfelf  on  the  mount  ^,  and  was  performed  by  Mo-  lion, 
fiSf  upon  his  brother  yf/^r^n,  with  a  folemnity  aniwerable  to 
the  facredneis  of  his  office.     It  confifted,  chiefly,  in  the  fix 
fallowing  particulars,  which  the  reader  will  fiiid  in  the 
margin  (S). 

There  is  one  thing  to  be  obferved  in  this  firftconfe* 
cntipi},  that  not  only  Aaron^  but  his  fons,  were  confe- 


*  Ibid,  xxi,  &  feq. 

(S)  I.  Before  all  things,  he 
was  prefented  to  the  Lord  at 
the  door  of  the  tabernacle,  in 
tlw  prefence  of  all  the  people. 
I.  He  was  to  waih  himfelf  all 
•ver  in  pare  water,  which  was 
drawn  out  of  a  large  capacious 
jreflei,  that  flood  near  the  altar, 
indwas  fet  up  there  forallfpcb 
porpofes.     3.  He  was  then  m- 
mediately  invefted  with  all  the 
pontifical  veflments,  qf  w)iich 
wt  fhali  fpeak  under  tl^e  next 
iead,  and  with  the  breaftplate 
and  urim,   4.  His  next  bufmefs 
was,  offering  the  (acrifices  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpofe;  name- 
ly,  a  bullock  for  a  fm-offering, 
iod  a  ram  for  a  burnt-offering, 
abd  another  for  his  confecra-r 
tion ;  with  the  blood  of  which, 
MtfeSf  5.  Anointed  the  tip  of  h's 
right-ear,  his  thumb,  and  great 
toe ;  be^es  the  ufualafperfions 
on  the  altar,  and  other  wave, 
meat,  and  drink-offerings.  The 
laft  ceremony  was,  the  anoint- 
ing him  widi  the  facred  oil, 
whofe   compofition  was  like- 
wife   prefcribed  by  God  (40), 
and  was  not  to  be  ufed  for  any 
other  purpofe.     fThefe  ceremo- 
nies were  repeated  feven  days 


^  E;tod.'  xl.  1 2, 8c  feq. 

fucceffively,  at  lead  as  far  as 
relates  to  the  wafhing,  the  fa- 
crifices,  and  the  undion;  for  it 
doth  not  appear,  that  the  cere- 
mony was  repeated  relating  to 
their  putting  on  the  prieftly  gar- 
ments (41).  During  all  this 
time,  Aaron  and  his  fbof  were 
not  permitted  to  go  out  of  the 
tabernacle,  but  continued  there, 
and  feaHed  themfelves  with  the 
daily  fecrifices,  which  they  of- 
fered for  their  confecration,  of 
which  no  fragment  was  to  be 
left  till  the  next  morning,  but 
was  to  be  burnt  that  very  night. 
On  the  eighlh  day  jiaron  en- 
tered into  his  office  by  a  double 
facrifice,  one  which  he  o^ered 
for  himfelf,  and  the  other  for 
the  people,  whom  he  bleiTed  for 
the  firfl  time ;  and  this  his  in- 
auguration was  fignalized  by 
the  glory  of  God  appearing 
unto  all  the  people,  ^d  by  the 
defqent  of  the  holy  fire  from 
heaven'(42),  which  was  thcnce- 
forwards  preferved  till  the  de- 
flrudiion  of  the  firil  temple,and 
the  ufe  of  any  other  in  the  fa- 
cred miniflry  exprefly  forbid^ 
under  pain  of  death,  as  we  fhall 
fee  in  the  fequel. 


(40)  Ex$d.  XXX.  -JX,  ^  //-f .        l40  l^i^'  y'^  '>  ^  SH'     .   (4»)  ^'<'« 

^     •    ^  "  cratc4 
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crated  at  the  fame  time,  and  with  the  fame  ceremonieSf. 
tfiough  thefe  were  to  continue  ftill  in  the  rank  of  commoii 
prie£.   Thb  may  be  the  reafon  why  Eleazar  is  afterward! 
faid  to  have  been  inflalled  into  the  high-pricflhood,  by  the  ; 
fote  inveftiture  of  his  father's  garments,  without  any  other  '< 
-  ceremony  :  from  which  feveral  commentators  have  ceo*. 
eluded,  that  the  reft  were  not  to  be  ufed  at  the  inftallatioa 
of  any  new  high-prieft.    It  is  true,  we  can  offer  nothw 
conclufive  out  of  the  Mosaic  text,  to  confute  that  notionl'- 
yet,  if  we  believe  the  antient  7^xi;j,  who  may  be  properly 
enough  looked  upon  as  the  beft  judges,  diey  will  teU  usj 
that  the  undion  did  always  accompany  the  inveftiture  tiU 
the  deftru£tion  of  the  firit  temple,  when  Jofiab  depofited 
the  facred  oil  in  fo  fecret.a  place,  that  it  could  never  be 
found  out  after  their  return  from  the  Babyknijh  captivi^: 
from  which  time,  and  not  till  then,  they  began  to  cont«M 
themfelveswith  the  bare  inveftiture,without  the  undbn^^. 
However  that  be,  it  feems  reafonable  to  think,  that  Mfa    : 
was  commanded  to  confecrate  ytaron's  two  fons,  Ekaim    \ 
and  Ithamar^  at  that  grand  ceremony,  as  being  the  tin*    < 
branches  unto  which  the  faigh-priefthood  was  confined,  ai   i 
he  did,  at  the  fame  time,  all  the  prieftly  garments,  the  U^  , 
bernacle,  and  all  the  (acred  utenfils  of  it,  which  were  to 
be  intirely  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  God  ever  after  V     ^ 
jpiii^ifs.      3.  His  prieftly  veftments ;  concerning  which,  all  that 
we  can,  with  anv  certainty,  advance,  is,  that  they  wen 
likewife  prefcribed  by  God  himfclf,  and  confifted  of  evecj 
thing  that  could  make  them  truly  rich,  fumptuous,  and  ve^ 
jierable ;  fuch  as  a  great  variety  of  precious  ftones,  mM% 
filver,  purple,  fcarlet,  the  fineft  of  filk,  linen,  and  tha 
like :  but,  as  to  the  fafhion  of  them,  all  that  has  been  ad* 
ranced  about  it,  though  with  ever  fo  pofitive  ain  air,  k 
mereconjedure;  becaufe  ^^x  has  contented  himfelfwitb 
giving  us  the  names  of  them,  without  any  farther  deicri- 

Etion,  as  being  altc^ether  needlefs.  Jofephus  has,  indeed^ 
een  more  particular,  in  this  refpe£t  ^ ;  but  all  we  can 
depend  upon  him  for  is,  that  he  has  defcribed  them  as  they 
were  worn  in  his  time :  and  how  far  the  fafliion  of  than 
might  have  altered,  during  fo  long  a  fpace,  and  fuch  a  vi- 
|[iety  of  circumftances  which  the  Jewijh  commonwealth 
went  through,is  not  eafy  to  guefs.  The  rabbies  vary  greatly 
from  him,  in  their  defcription  of  them ;  and  St.  Jerom  bots 

• 

^  Vid.  Seld.  de  fucceifione  ad  pontificat.  I.  ii.  c.  9.  Basmaou 
rep.  Hcbr.  tom.  i.  1.  ii.  c.  7.  *  Vid.  Lcvit.  viii  10,  9cb\. 

ad  30.  ix.  paff.  Vid.  ^  vcr.  23,  5s  24.        «  Ant.  K  iii.  c.  7. 


(:.  Vn.        to  tie  Babylonifli  Captivity. 

ftonf  hiin,  suid  them  ^ :  fo  that  we  may  truly  lay,  that  tbofe 
moderns  who  have  lately  given  us  fuch  lively  defcriptions  of 
them,  both  in  writing,  and  in  various  prints,  have  rather 
furnifhed  the  world  -with  new  models  for  roafiquerading  ha* 
li^  than  informed  us  of  any  thing,  either  certain,  or, 
indeed,  material.  This  caution  being  premifed,  we  (hall 
|iow  endeavour  to  give  our  readers,  in  the  following 
pote  (T},  the  beft  account  we  can  of  them,  with  any  tole- 
rable 
9  HiERON.  ad  Fabid. 
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(T)  Th^  were  of  two  forts, 
pne  made  of  lineo,  and  c^m- 
a(m  to  hiin  and  all  the  other 
n^fts  i  and«  if  there  wa3  any 
QKrence  between  them^t  was, 
^  the  fori^er  was  made  of 
foer  Iinen,and  woven  in  a  richer 
ttUDer.  We  have  ah-eady  men- 
fioQKf  theni  under  the  head  of 
eqwiaon,  they  being  the  only 
ODftt  that  he  is  fuppo^  tohave 
iporo  when  he  went  junto,  the 
loly  of  holies.  Only  one  would 
be  apt  to  think,  that  t]ie&  were 
aiflde  of  a  finer  linen,  hecaafe 
they  are  called  by  another  name, 
nmdypj^^^  which  is  thought 
a  fine  Egyptian  fort;  whereas 
that  which  is  called  haj^  is  a 
mpfc  common  one:  theie  were 
the    mitrei    or  turbant,'  long 
libi,  or  veift,  fiis  drawers,  and 
hit  girdle:  the  others,  which 
were  peculiar  to  him^and  which 
he  was  to  wear  upon  all  (blemn 
days  and  occafions,  were  fo  rich 
and  magnificent,  that  the  Jinvs 
called  them  b^^dt  %abab,  've- 
ftmrtt  rf  pUf  to  exprefs  the 
ridhnefs  of  them ;  and  M»/es^ 
fbi  ghry  ami  ornament  •/  Aa- 
ron (43)*    '^he  firft  was  a  blue 
•r  purple  robe,  which  he  pat 
over  las  linen  veft ;  this  gar- 
)|a^  no  flceves,  nor  ^ 


feam,  according  to  Joftpbus^  be«- 
ing  woven,  like  that  of  our  Sa- 
viour's, from  top  to  bottom^ 
with  a  (lit  to  put  his  head  thro*. 
The  border  of  it,  which  reached 
almoft  to  his  ankles,  was  trim* 
med  with  a  rich  fringp,to  whicl^ 
were  interchangeably  hong  lit- 
tle bells  and  pomgranates,  curi* 
ouily  wrought  in  pore  gold,  at 
equal  diftances  one  from  an- 
other, that,  by  their  tinkling^ 
his  approach  might  he  the  more 
eafily  difbngui£ed:  this  veft 
was  tied  round  with  a  rich  gir- 
dle, which  went  twice  about 
his  body,  and  hung  down  a  con- 
venient le9gtb  before  him. 

Over  (fa^  veft  was  a  third, 
called  the  ephod,  curionfly 
wrought  with  gold,  andodiev 
varic^ued  embroidery,  notuiH 
like  a  ihort  coat,  ^out  twa 
feet  in  length :  on  the  top  of 
it,  on  each  fide,  were  two 
fhouldtr-pieoes,  to  which  were 
fattened  two  precious  ftones,  ftt 
in  gold,on  which  were  engraven 
the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes, 
fix  upon  eaeh  done,  that  he 
might  always  have  before  his 
eyes  thole  that  were  committed 
to  his  paftoral  care :  upon  the 
breaft  of  it  was  a  vacancy  of 
about  half  a  cubit  in  length. 


^43}  iM>xxytti*ai 


and 
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rabic  certainty  ;  and  refer  the  reader  to  Jofephusy^ni  thoTe 
modern  authors  who  have  treated  more  fully  of  them  P. 

What  this  oracle  confiftcd  in,  and  how  it  wa^con- 
fulted,  (ball  be  (hewn, in  a  more  proper  place :  and,  as  to  in 
form  and  ihape  (X),  we  are  left  fo  much  in  the  dark,  that 

it 
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^pd  a  proportionable  breadth, 
on  which  the  breaft-plate  was  to 
be  faflened ;  this  was  a  folded 
piece  of  the  famq  rich  em- 
broidered tifiae,  on  which  were 
fet  twelve  precious  denes,  in 
gold,  on  each  of  which  was 
engraven  the  name  of  one  of 
the  tribes:  thcfe  were  fet  in 
^r  rows,  three  in  each  row, 
and  the  whole  was  faflened  at 
the  four  comers,  thofeon  the 
top  to  each  Ihoulder^'piece  by  a 
golden  hook,  or  ring,  at  the 
end  of  a  wreathed  chain  ;  and 
thcfe  below  to  the  girdle  of  the 
ephod»  by  two  blue  firings,  or 
ribbands,  which  had  likewife 
two  rings  and  hooks ;  fo  that 
the  whole  might  be  tied  h,&  to 
the  garment,  beyond  the  danger 
of  falling  off;  for  thefe  were 
never  to  be  ievered :  and  the 
Jenvs  tell  us,  that  if  the  high- 
prieft  did,  at  any  tinier  either 
through  inadvertency,  or  wil- 
fully,  put   on    one   without 


I.  Cpii* 
Odem 

Phiterah 

Barketh 

Nophek 

Saphir 

Jahalom 
C5i;  Exid. 


Sardius 

Reuben 

Topas 

Simeon 

Carbuncle 

Levi 
Emerald 

JUOAH 

Saphire 
Dan     . 

Diamond 
Naphtah 
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the  other,  he  was  to  be  po- 
niihed  for  it :  this  ornament  ii 
therefore  called  the  memtrUt^ 
to  put  him  in  mind  how  dear 
thofe  tribes  ought  to  be  to  hioi, 
whofe  names  he  wore  over  bi 
breafl :  i t  is  alfo  callM  the  breaft- 
plate  of  judgment,  becaafe  it 
had  the  divine  oracle  fafienM  tft 
it ;  at  leaft  the  hx  greateft  put 
of  interpreters  have  uoderfAod 
the  command  of  God  toMg/fa^ 
of  putting  the  urim  and  iUth 
mim  to  the  breafl-plate  (ji),  u 
if  it  implied  them  to  be  a  dilluft 
thing  from  it :  and  this  has  mads 
them  run  into  various  notiom^ 
as  we  (hall  (hew  prefently. 

(X)  The  (lones  oi  the  hreaft- 
plate  were  divided  from  eidi 
other  by  the  golden  partitioni 
into  wUch  they  were  fet,  and 
were  ranged  in  the  fbllowiis 
order  \  to  which  we  have  addeq 
theik- Hf^rrtt;  na^ses,  together 
with  the  tribe  that  vfM  co- 
graven  upon  each  of  them  ({a)^ 


7.  DU^b 
Leihem 

8.  UU; 
Shebo 

9.  HDi^n^i 
Achlamah 

10.  vi;^u;^n 

Tar/hi(h 

11.  amu; 
Shohem 

12.  nsiu;^ 

Ya(hphe 


Ligare 
Gad 

Agate 

ASHBR 

Amethyft 

ISSACHAR 

Beryl 

Zbbuluk 

Onyx 

OSBPH 

a(jper 
Benjamin. 


^5*;  Vid.  EMtd.  xxvui.  17,  ^  feq. 

Som^ 
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id  require  a  new  urim  and  thuminim  to  acquaint  us 
;  becaufe  no  infpired  writer  has  given  us  any  hint : 
)fe  who  have  fmce  wrote  their  conjedtures  about  it, 
>  have  given  fo  great  a  fcope  to  their  fancy,  that  on« 
arce  find  two  or  three  of  them  agreeing  in  the  fame 
.  Some  anticnts  thought,  that  there  was  a  thirteenth 
in  the  breaft-plate,  whofe  extraordinary  luftrc  and 
,  above  the  reft,  did  fignify  to  the  high-prieft  God's 
ation  or  diflikeof  the  thing  inquired  about  9.  And 
I  St.  Auftin  has  plainly  proved,  that  there  was  not  the 
^undation  for  fuch  a  fupernumerary  ftonef,  fomemo- 
fiave  not  fcrupled  to  add  another,  in  order  to  anfwer 
o  names  of  urim  and  thummim  *•  An  antient  father, 
s  followed  by  a  great  many  moderns,  thinks,  that 
wo  words  were  either  engraven  on  a  plate  of  gold, 
ed  to  the  breaft-plate;  or  imbroidered,in  raifed  work, 
t  K     Moft  of  the  Jews  believe,  that  it  was  the  tetra- 


n 


PIP  HAN.  tra£t.  de 
I.  in  Exod.  117. 
.  fymbol. 


xii.  gemmis.     Sum  as 
s  Arr.Mont.  &al. 


in  E^. 
'Cthil. 


e  of  che(e  dones,  it  muft 
ed,  are  of  fo  hard  a  na* 
fpecially  the  diamond, 
ne  may  jailly  queflion 
ley  came  fo  foon  by  the 
engraving  on  them.  But 
e  Talmtulifts  wonderfully 
out,  by  aiTuring  us,  that 
ere  not  engraven  by  any 
rhich  would  have  wafted 
art  of  the  fbne,  but  by 
Cttlous  worm,  not  now  in 
which,  when  fet  upon 
f  thefe  ftones,  did  fink  it- 
along  thofe  places  which 
had  chalked  to  it,  and  fo 
Fed  the  letters  into  the 
in  the  iame  manner  as 
|ht  do  into  fome  things 
fc  and  yieldrag  fabftance. 
It  taking  off  any  part  of 
By  relate,  likewife,  ieveral 
vonders  about  this  worm, 
efif  precious  flones,  which 
11  not  trouble  our  readers 


with,after  what  we  have  own*d 
in  the  laft  note,  concerning  the 
little  certainty  we  can  have, 
from  any  good  authority,  of 
even  the  true  Unification  of 
their  names.  The7M(;i,among 
other  things,  tell  us,  that  the 
names  of  jHfrabam,  Ifaac^  zjul 
Jmcob^  were  engraven  alfo  over 
the  name  of  Reuben^  in  the  firll 
done,  and  in  the  laft,under  that 
of  Benjamin  the  words,  ^l£>^ur 
T<\fiihte-"Jahy  the  tribes  of  the 
Lord  I  in  order  to  make  up  the 
whole  alphabet,  fome  letters  of 
which  were  wanting  in  the 
names  of  the  twelve  patriarchs 
(53).     But  this  is  only  to  con- 
firm an  hypothefis  of  theirs» 
that   the    dfivine  oracle    was 
known  by  the  protuberance, or* 
fuperior  luftre,^fuch  letters  as 
compofed  the  anfwer.    But  of 
this  we  ihall  fpeak  in  the  fe^ 
quel. 


(iZ)  JMoi^m^  keU  h4mm$kdajbf  €^  9* 


grammat^^ 
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granmaton  written  upon  a  plate  of  gold,  or  Tome  other  W2f 
fixed  to  the  bread-plate  u  ;  and  Le  Clere^  that  urim  aaij 
thummim  were  the  names  of  two  kinds  of  precious  ftoM||f! 
fet^in  a  gold  chain,  or  collar,  which  were  hung  about  tW 
bigh-prieft's  neck,  and  came  down  to  his  breaft ;  probabfaj|] 
as  he  thinks,  in  imitation  of  the  Egyptians^  wbofe  chSfj 
magiftrate  wore  a  gold  chain,  at  the  end  of  which  htt^- 
the  figures  of  juftice  and  truth,  engraven  on  fome  precioal 
fione  ^.  A  modern  traveller,  in  a  Tetter  dated  homCair^ 
tells  us,  that  he  faw  a  very  antient  mummy  in  Egypt ^  wbitt ' 
had  a  large  collar  hanging  down  to  its  breaft,  with  a  Mtt 
engraven  in  gold  faftehed  to  the  end  of  it^.  Spmcetj  aftir 
De  CaJirOj  believed,   that  the  breaft-plate  had  two  ' 
golden  figures,  inclofed  in  a  kind  of  purfe,  which  gave 
fwers,  viva  voce^  to  the  queftions  of  the  high-prieft  y  :  aoi  \ 
for  this  he  quotes  St.  Jerom  and  Cedrenus  among  the  Mr'i 
tients,  Cornelius  a  Lapide  and  Luddvicus  de  Dieu  amoflg  ^ 
the  moderns,  with  fome  Jcwijh  writers :  but  this  notm 
has  been  \o  fevercly  anfwered  by  the  learned  Pococke  *,  • 
abfurd  and  impious,  that  we  know  not  of  its  having  beta 
embraced  by  any  author  fince.     Philo^  indeed,  feems  ID  ^ 
hint  fomething  like  it  ^,  only  with  this  difference,  that  be  •! 
fays  thofe  two«figures,  or  virtues,  namely,  manifeftatkio  *! 
and  truth,  were  only  imbroidered  upon  it :  and  it  mufl  be 
owned,  that,  if  there  were  any  fuch  figures,  or  fyn^ls,  it  ^ 
is  more  reafonable  to  fuppole  them,  with  him,  to  have  been 
only  imbroidered,  than,  with  Spencer^  that  they  were  real 
figures,  whether  caft,or  carved  by  any  other  way  \  becasit 
this  latter  feems  too  contrary  to  the  prohibition  in  tbe.ie- 
cond  commandment.     But  we  fee  no  need  of  fuppofioE  | 
any  fuch  figures,  upon  the  authority  of  cither  j  becaine  .1 
yofephus^  who  was  alfo  a  prieft,  and  may  be  reafonaUy  ; 
fuppofed  to  have  been  as  well  acquainted  with  it  as  Plik^ 
doth  not  fomuch  as  hint  any  thing  like  fuch  figures;  liyt 
makes  the  oracle  to  confift  in  the  fupernatural  brigbtopi 
of  the  twelve  ftones  at  the  time  of  inquiring,  as  we  hivf 
feen  already :  and,  as  for  Spencer ^  it  is  plain,  that  he  is  100 
fond  of  fetching  the  origin  of  every  thing  from  Saft^  ^ 
Sure  it  is,  that  whoever  compares  the  places  whefe  Ajfm 
mentions  the  urim  and  thwnmim  a,  will  have  reafon  to 


V  Ita.rabbin.  Vid.  R.  Salom.  Vid.EeuB.  &MoNT.iBl8& 
^  Comm.  in  led.  Vid.  Diod.  Sicul.  biblioth.  1.  ii.  c.  5.  .£liMi 
var.  hiit.  &  al.  '  Della  Vallb,  epift.  zi.  ^  Difiert  di 
ur.  &  thiim.  *  Comm.  in  Hof.  iii.  4.'     .    ^  In  ?it.  IfoC 

1.  iii.  de  monarc.  1.  ii.  *  Exod.  xxviii.  30.  zxziz.  8.  k 

Levit.  viii.  8,  . 
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der,  that  God,  who  took  fuch  particular  care  to  give  him 
Ae  moft  exa£t  diredions  for  all  the  other  garments,  uten* 
fls,  bfc.  (hould  not  give  him  the  leaft  hint  about  thefe  ; 
Btilels  we  fuppofe  them  to  have  been  things  fufficiently 
known,  both  to  him,  and  to  all  the  people.    If,  therefore, 
Wemi^t  be  permitted  to  prefer  one^pinion  to  all  the  reft, 
it  would  be  that  of  the  judicious  Hbttinger^  who  thinks, 
that, when  Mofes  is  commanded  to  put  into  the  breaft*plate 
the  urim  and  tbummim,  which  words,  as  has  been  fbewa 
already,  do  fignify  light  and  perfe£tion^  m  the  plural ;  it 
means  oiUy,  that  he  (hould  make  choice  of  the  moft  perfe£l: 
let  of  ftones,  and  have  them  poliihed,  fo  as  to  give  the 
lAoft  confummate  luftre  ^  (Zj.  And  this  feems  moft  agree- 
able to  whztjofephus  and  Maimon  faid  of  it,  except  the 
miraculous  luifre,  which  the  former  attributes  to  them,  in 
order  to  account  for  the  oracle,  concerning  which,  we 
oiay,  perhaps,  in  the  fequel,  offer  a  more  probable  conje- 
dure.     However,  we  are  far  from  difapproving  of  that 
more  fpiritual  notion  of  the  learned  Prideaux^  who  believes 
that  tbofe  two  words  were  chofen  to  exprefs  the  clearnefi 
ind  certainty  of  the  oracle,  by  a  particular  divine  virtue 
communicated  to  the  breaft-plate  at  its  conlecration :  only 
we  are  more  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  this  latter  fenfe  was 

^  In  Mof.  &  Aar.  1.  i.  c.  5.  note  11. 

(Z)  This  oonje&ure  is  fo  far  thefe  lights^  or  luftres  and  per* 

from  jarring  with  the   literal  feBims:  namely,  of  the'twelve- 

ienfe  of  the  original,  that  the  ftones  before  defcribed.     We 

venr  expreffion  which   Mofes  need  not  add,  that,  according 

BUKes   ufe  of  in  the  places  to  the  H/^f(zc;idiomytheword 

above  quoted  (54) yieems  to  lead  "tiM«  or  light,  doth  often  im- 

to  it.   For  after  God  had  ply  the  brightnefs ;  and  Oin, 


given  him  all  the  particular  di-  thom^  the  goodnefs  of  a  thing 

icdioos  for  making  the  breaft-  in  its  kind ;  and  chat  the  plural 

pkte,  fuch  as  the  length  and  number,  as  here,  is  often  uled 

ttcadthy  the  materials,  the  pre-  to  exprefs  the  higheil  degree  of 

cioos  flones,  &c.    even  to  the  it.    However,  we  leave  it  to 

kooks,  rings,  chains,  and  firings,  the  reader  to  adopt  which  of  all 

by  which  it  was  to  be  made  hSi  thefe  feems  moft  probable  to 

to  the  ephod  \  he  adds,  nn:!!  him  ;  and,  if  he  is  defirous  to 

CPnifim  n>)  nSU^Dn  {xcrm  b^l  know  more  about  this  p0]nt,he 

BPOinn  n^ii,  which  literally  may  confult  the  learned  Bux* 

runs  thus;  And  tboujbalt  give  torf  the  youneer,  who  has  al* 

U  ibi  breaft-plate  of  judgment  moilexhaaftedthefttbjea(55). 

(54}  EitU.  xxfis.  30*  (ss)  Exercit^U,  dtwf^fS  thum. 

emblc- 


8o 


'.. 
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emblematically  fignified  by  the  genuinenels  and  brightnefi 
of  the  ftones  :  at  leaft  we  find,that  the  Jews^  immediately 
after  their  return  from  the  captivity,  thought  it  neceflarj 
to  imitate  this  bread-plate  in  all  its  parts,  and  to  call  it  bj' 
the  fame  name,  though  they  own,  that  it  had  not  the  ora?* 
cular  virtue  of  the  former  ^»  NoW  it  is  plain,  that  fuch 
an  iniitation  would  kave  been  ridiculous,  if  not  impious^ 
upon  any  other  fuppofition  than  that  they  underftood  the 
Words  urim  and  thummim  to  haVe  been  defigned'by  God^ 
not  as  abfolutely  expreifive,  but  as  fymbolical,  of  the  light 
and  clearnefs  or  this  oracle. 

The  kft  garment,  peculiar  to  the  high-prieft,  Washii 
mitre,  or  bonnet.  Whether,  and  how  far,  it  differed  ia 
fafhion  from  that  of  the  common  prieds,  Mofes  doth  not 
tell  us,  neither  is  it  eafy  to  guefs  ;  though  their  bein^ 
called  by  different  names,  and  made,  at  lealt,  of  different 
kinds  of  linen,  inclines  one  to  think,  that  there  wasfomc 
confiderable  difference  between  them ;  if  not  in  fhape,  yet 
in  beauty  and  richneis.  The  reader  may  fee,  in  the  neict 
note,  all  that  can  be  conjedlured  concerning  it  (A),  from 

^  Vid.  Maim,  kele  hammlkda(h,  c.  lo.  §.  xo. 


(A)  All  that  we  can  gather 
from  Jofephusy  St.  Jeyomy  Mai" 
mon[^^),  and  others,  concern- 
ing this  ornament,  is,  that  it 
was  a  kind  of  cap  not  unlike  an 
Jbemifphere,  which,  confequent- 
ly,  did  not  come  down  lower 
than  the  ears,  and  was  wrapped 
ieveral  times  about  with  a  piece 
of  fine  cotton  or  linen,  of  a 
coniklerable  length,  and  tied 
behind  the  head  with  a  blue 
ribband,  or  firing,  to  prevent  its 
falling  off.  Jofephus  slM^,  that 
the  mitre  was  covered  wi:h  an- 
other of  fine  blae  or  purple, 
having  a  triple  crown  of  gold 
sbout  it ;  and  that  en  the  top, 
juft  in  the  middle,  it  had  a  kind 
of  golden  cup  turned  upwards, 
xeleinbling.  the  bud  of  a  plant 


which  he  is  there  very  partial- 
lar  in  defcribing.    But  we  (baU 
refer  the  reader  to  the  author. 
The  Jtws  further  add,  thati « 
the  crown  or  plate  of  gold  <Ud 
go  but  half  way  round  tbe 
head,    the  other,  that  is,  tlie 
hinder  part,  was  filled  up  whh 
artificial  flowers,  or  feftoonsyto 
the  place  where  it  was  tied; ' 
Both  the  high-prieft  and  the 
inferior  ones,  were  very  carefal 
to  tie  their  bonnets  faft  when 
they  officiated,  becaufe  it  was 
thought  a  mark  of  revercnoB 
to  appear  with  the  head  a>* 
vcred,  and  of  irreverence  and 
boldnefs  to  be  feen  bare-beaded^ 
According  to  which  notion, tkf 
C^<z/(/^f  paraphraft  renders  thoft 
places,  where  the  Ifraelitgs^H 


JL      to  tie  Babylonilh  Q^tivtty: 

and  Chrifttan  authors ;  however,  the  pontifical  one 
markably  diftinguilhed  from  the  cominon,  by  the 
plate  on  which  were  engraven,  in  Hebrew^  the  words 
ESS  TO  THE  Lord  <>.  This  plate  is  alb  called,  in 
ther  places,  a  crown  ^  (B) ;  and  was  fattened  to  the 
rt  of  the  mitre  by  two  blue  ribbands^  or  firings. 

Laws 

od.  zzvlii.  36.        ^  Ibid,  xxiz.6.  zxxiz.  30.  Levit. 


n 


have  marched  cot  of 
with  a  high  band  (59)9 
rords  bart-btadtd^  that 
boldneis  and  intrepi- 
>n  the  contrary,  the 
token  of  refped  with 
s,  to  be  bare-foot  s  and 
he  reafon  why  we  find 
ion  of  ihoes  or  iandals 
h^  brieilly  robes,  they 
1  obliged  to  perfiirm 
ce  barefoot :  and  in  this 
une  fo  fcrupuloUs,that 
perceived  any  thing, 
bat  i,  fb-aw,  b^twdm 
t  and  the  ground,  they 
•l^ed  tp  remove  it,  or 
:  miniflfy  was  efteem'd 

heft  words,  the  Jenvt 
ivere  raifed  by  a  kind 
J,above  the  gold  (66) ; 
feems  contrary  to  the 
of  Mofes*t  words.  Who 
Stys,  that  they  were  to 

nv,  like  ihi  enffrantiHg 
et,  How^^r,  there  is 

but  it  was  defignM  to 
ie  holinefs  of  the  cha- 

the  peHbn  that  wore 
I  was  to  be  fuch,  that 

defilement,  however 
ritafy,difi)ualified  hhn 
arming  his  office,  till 
been  legally  purified 

nmT&e€%  inTtma^ 
11. 


from  it.  Omcerning  thispoioti 
the  yetvs  acquaint  us  with  a 
particularity,  which,  tho*  not 
mentioned  by  Mo/ei,  is  well 
worth  inferring  here,  as  having 
no  finall  probability.  They  tell 
us,  ou^  of  their  faimud  (61)9 
that,    on    expiation-day,   the 
high-priefk,  being  to  perform 
the  fervice  of  that  fdlemn  faft, 
and  it  being  hi  from  impolSible 
that  he  might  oontrad  (bme 
impurity^  which  might  render 
him  unfit  for  his  office^notwith" 
ftanding  all  his  care  and  cau- 
tion i  they  uied,  on  the  eve  of 
it,  to  appoint  him  a  vicar  to 
officiate  for  him,  in  cafe  of  fuch 
a  defilement;  .this  vicar  was 
neither  anointed  nor  confecra- 
ted  for  the  place,  though  his 
new  office  obliged  him  to  go 
into  the  moft  holy  place,  inftead 
of  the  pontif.    They  add,  that. 
as  foon  as  this  Lift  was  clean&d, 
he  re-entered  into  hisoffice,and 
the  other  r^linquifhed  it,  and 
returned  into  the  rank  of  com" 
mon  priefts;   only  with  this 
difF<n^ncie,  that  he  had  fome 
kind  of  fnpefiority  and  rule 
over  tjhe  reft ;  andj  if  the  high- 
prieft  died  before  him,  he  iuc- 
cceded  him  in  that  dignity,  of 
courfe.    Jofipbut  confirms  this 

(60}  Maim.ubi  fuf.  c,^.  ftB,  r. 

G  Vf 
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Liws  concerning  the  prieHs.  = 

Ld'ws  ^«*\T7£  have  already  taken  notice,  that  thefe  were  defcendei  i 
cernimg  W  fiom  Aaron^  the  firft  high-pricft,  by  his  twofonsfb^  ^i- 
pr lefts.  ^2^^  and  Jthamar.  Mofes^  indeed,  mentions  only  thefe  tWP^  )t 
as  being  the  heads  of  the  two  main  branches  of  the  prieft*  m 
hood ;  but  it  were  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  from  thence,  that  tbef  iii 
were  the  only  two  that  officiated  under  their  father:  for  we 
find,  that  Phineas  was  already  come  to  years  of  manhood^  .)■ 
hy  that  zeal  which  he  ihewed  againft  the  Mtdianitijb  (fe-  <^ 
fe£lion  ^  ;  and,  probably,  there  were  more  of  age  fufficienft  )■ 
to  perform  the  prieftly  functions.  Thefe  being  fubordiittlk^ 
to  the  high-prieft,  and  of  a  rank  and  office  fuperior  to  iW  P 
Levitesy  mzy  be  confidered  in  a  threefold  view  i  namely^  ^ 

^  Num.  XXV,  7,  &  feq.  :.  j^ 

by  the  infUnce  of  the  high-  whom,  he  was  appointed,  Wf  ^^ 

prieft  Matthias,  who,  having  dare  not  affirm;  though  it ii 

defiled  himfelf  by  a  dream,  on  not  improbable,  that  he  miglk 

the  night  preceding  the  expia-  be  the  head  of  the  other  bmadC 

tton,  Jojeph^  the  lati  of  Eli,  which,  as  we  obferved  at  iA. 

a  near  relation  of  his,  officiated  did  hold  the  next  rank  to  hlM. 

for  him  (62).    Maimon   calls  and  is  therefore  mod  likely  tp 

this  vicar  Sagan-,    and  adds,  be  the  perfon  meant  in  the.Ut 

that  he  had  two  priefts  to  wait  chapter  of  Jfremiab ;  wher^  jt 

upon  him,  is  he  himfelf  waited  \&  miSt,  thsx  the  captain  of  iiif    \ 

on  the  high-prieft;  with  fome  guard  took  Seraiaii  tbi  i^j^  . 

other  particulars,  which   we  and7x^\iZXi\2ki  the  ficmi priii    t 

ihall  not  dwell  upon,  becaufe  (64).     In  this  fenfe,  likewiK^  A 

they  appear  of  later  iufUtution  it  is  thought,  by  many  of  t)|Bi,  ^ 

(J63).,  Ho\y ever,  with  rdpedl  learned,  th^t  Jmas  anid  C«i9-    ; 

to  the  high-prieO,  it  is  plain,  phas  are  (aid,  by  St.  Lmieifiji^    ] 

that  he  Bright  b^fulliedfo  many,  tp  be  high-prie(b  in  the  iapiB    j 

'unforefeen  ways,  and  ran  fuch  year:  but,  concerning  the  per*    ; 

rifque  if  he  entered  the  moH  ion  that  named  him,  or  the  Q|-. 

holy  place  with  any  fuch  pol-  remony  by  which  he  was  foalht  ; 

lution,  that,   it  is  more  than  iied  for  it,   Mo/es  has'k^y^., 

probable,  there  was  ibme  per-  written  dire^ion,any  more  t|ML 

fon  appointed,  by  way  of  pre-  about  the  choice  of  a'  iijMDOcSr^  ' 

caution,  to  perform  his  office,in  to  the  pontifical  dignity*  wMp||  ; 

all  fuch  cafes.    But  who  this  the  next  iounediate  heir'i|i|^  ^ 

fubilitute  was,  how,  and  by  unfit  for  it.  ^  -3 

(62)  ^nt.  /.  xvii.  f.  9.     (63)  yid,  Matm,  kele  bammikdajh,     (64)  Vtr,  M[« 
(65)  LuheWu  2.  Vid,  Cafaub.  ad'^mf.  Baron,  yof,  Scaiiger.  prolog,  tB  Eufi^ 
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^rd  to  their  confecration,  office,  and  drefs.    But 

e  we  ihall  not  need  (zy  much,  becaufe  there  was  no^ 

f  pomp  or  folemnity  ufed  in  any  of  them. 

UR  confecration,  if  we  except  that  of  the  fons  oinetr  con- 
which  we  mentioned  in  a  former  article,  was  per-fecrationi 
with  little  or  lio  ceremony.  They  were  firft  car^- 

[amined,  whether  they  were  free  from  all  natural 
and  impurities  (C)  ;  and  if  fo^  they  were  iiitro- 

rhefe  were  the  fame  ad  (everal  legal  pollutions,    the 

Bed  the  high-prieft^  and  greateft  of  which  was  that  of 

itioned  under  that  btad  a  dead  body*     For  this  reafon 

LeviticMs  (i) ;  but  the  they  were  tiot  allowed  to  aflift 

ells  us,  that  thefe  are  at  the  fUneral  of  any  but  the 

ketch  of  thofe  that  ex*  neareft  relations,  that  is^  a  h- 

rom  the  prieflly  fan-  ther  or  mother,  and  a  brother 

vhich  their  fuperftitions  or  fifter  that  died  virgins.     In 

lath  inlarged  at  a  very  all  fuch  pollutions  they  were 

rate.      We    (hall  juft  forbid  not  only  to  perform  any 

I  the  heads  of  them,  ^cerdotal  office,  bat  even  to 

sekondd  eight  of  them  eat  of  holy  things^   till  they 

1^  to  the  head,  nine  had  thoroughly  purified  them - 

the  eyes^  £ve  to  the  felves  according  to  the  law  (3'^; 

i   feven    to  the    eye-  Thofe    th.^t    i^xduded    them 

nine  to  the  ears^    as  wholly   frotn  the  priefthood, 

:o  the  nofe,  fix  to  the  beiides  the  natural  and  acci- 

three  to  the  lips,  two  dental  ones  above-lnentioned^ 

Kck^  three  to  the  belly,  were,  for  inflance^   unlawful 

:o  the  backi  iixteen  to  marriages,  that  is,  the  marry- 

nitals,    twelve    to   the  ing  an  harlot,  or  a  Caftaani- 

9f  the  hands  and  kti^  tip,  or  any  f!range  woman, 

i  the  skin  and  Hefli^  and  and  refuiing  tb  pot  her  away, 

t,  eleven  to  the  upper  Something  like  this  we  find 

).  pradifed  in  the  time  oi  Ezra 

kes  thefe,  which  unqua-  (4),   after  the  captivity  ;    td 

Oian,  either  for  being  which  we  may  add  that  of  tlie 

\A  to  the  prieftly  office,  prophet  (5),   that  they   were 

being  continued  in  it,  if  even  forbid  to  marry  thewi 

itraded  them  after  his  dow  of  any  bot  a  prieft.  Idola- 

mce^  there  were  feveral  try  likewife^  and  many  other 

oluntary  ones  for  which  crimes  of  that  high  nature,  did 

fetafide  from  the  mini^  wholly  exclude  a  perfon  from 

ther  for  a  time^  or  for  the  priefthood  (6).- 
.  Of  the  firft  kind  were 

fc.  xxi.  18,  &  ftfq.  (2]  ViiU  Maim,  in  hiatb  kuttHmiH.  cb.  8. 

uiijjupf  torn,  iii.  /fi*  ^c^4f  (3) .  X<^';XXu.  6,  ^ftqfi 

%  X.  io,&  fejf*  (5)  Cw/»  Ezek,  xliv.  iz,  &?  Ltvif,  xxi.  13. 

Maim,  biatb  bawmikdtjb,  c»  i. 

Q  2  dutedt 
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duced  into  the  court  of  the  tabernacle  or  temple,  where 
they  Waflied  themfelves  with  pure  water,  preferved  there  ■ 
for  that  purpofe ;  after  which,  being  cloathed  in  didr  f 
Jprieftly  habit,  they  Were  brought  to  me  high-prieft,  ^t?^ 
prefented  them  to  the  Lord  ;  and  after  the  ufual  (acfi-fE 
fices  prefcribed  bv  Mofes^  that  pontif,  or  the  prieft  liJ* 
waiting,  fzn&ifica  them^  or^  as  the  original  imports,/fiirf'! 
tbeir  hands ;  by  which  is  underftood,  their  being  immaB-  ^ 
ately  fet  about  fome  branch  of  the  prieftly  office  (D),        ^ 

Their  office,  which  was  feVerally  determined  aj 
tod  which  they  did  caft  at  their  firft  comii^g  into 
was  either  to  bum  incenfe  morning  and  evehin^  in  the 
(rtace^  6):  to  ofPdr  tip  the  daily  facrifite,  to  kill,  dteft; 
offer  lip,  the  vidims  proper  for  the  day,  to  pour  th6bfac|t^ 
at  the  foot  of^  the  altar,  to  keep  tip  a  continual  fire  cil 
the  altar  of  bumt-ofi^erings,  to  lignt  the  lamps^'and  ii 
make  and  offer  the  (hew-bread  upon  the  golden  table,  wkh 
fome  others  of  the  like  nature;    the  moft  material ||f 
which  we  have  had  occafion  to  mention  under  the  artadfi 

'  of  facrifices,  firft-fruit$,  purifications,  aud  the  like.  Tliq| 
waiting  was  weekly  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  and  qittri^ 
terly,  according  to  their  clafTes ;  the  age  in  whidi  ti  ' 
wete  to  begin  to  minifler,  was  fixed  by  Mofit  at  about 
or  30  years  of  age,  and  ended  about  50>> ;  but  in  D( 
time  they  Were  made  to  ferve  from  the  age  of  20  o.   ' _, 

,  Vho,  eidier  by  age  or  infirmity,  were  difabled  from  Jiri^- 
niflring,  were  Ihaihtained  by  the  offerings  of  the  altaf,  juii^ 
other  perquifites  of  the  prieflhood ;  and  anv  Livihf  Att 
willindy  offered  himfelf  to  ferve  in  the  temt>le  all  his  dsff$i 
Was  admitted  to  the  like  maintenance  P,  as  we  fhall  ieeJ|i^ 
its  place  (E).  ^ 

fit: 

>>  Numb.  iv.  3.  viii.  24.        «  i  Chroa.  xxiii.  24.  2  QiraK 
xxxi.  17.  P  Deut.  xviii.  6. 


(D)  At  leail  thefe  ceremo- 
nies are  inferred  from  thoi^  0f 
the  coofecration  of  the  Levitts 
(6) ;  for  as  the  latter  were  of 
an  inferior  rank,  it  is  reafbn- 
able  to  fuppofe,  that  the  priefb 
could  not  be  jconfcrated  with 
lefs  ceremony  ;  but  even  here 
J(  is  very  mochquellioned  whe- 
ther  any  of  thefe,  except  only 


ihr  two  or  three  fiij^ 
ever  uied^  unleis  in  cafti 
fome  fignal  defedion^  or 
difufe^  of  their  office^  and 
like  ;  fuch  as  frequently 
pened  daring  the  reigns  Mi 
of  their  wicked  icingt  (7)* 

(£)  Some  other  im[ 
paru  of  the  priefUy  office 
the  inftrudion  of  the  peofl%| 

C7J  riW  a  KSngs  S.  $. 
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C.  VII.        to  the  BabylcMiilh  C^tivify.  8$ 

Ik  Davids s  time,  the  twQ  fami]|s  of  EUazar  and  Itha^ 
\r  were,  for  better  order's  fake,  divided  into  24  clafles, 
iooording  to  the  number  of  each  family ;  fo  diat  the  ipx^ 
iper,  being  the  more  numerous,  was  divided  into  fixteen, 
nd  the  latter  intq  eight  clafli^  Thefe  to^  dieir  turns  in 
die  miniflry,  according  as  it  was  aiSgned  to  diem  bv  lot, 
iHii^h  Ufas  commpiUy  cafl  before  the  lung,  high^priefr,  an^ 
QSdier  pprfons  of  diftin^on,  to  avoid  fraud  and  confufion : 
ip  acqoMlit  of  which  the  reader  will  find  in  the  xxivth  chap- 
lor  of  die  firft  book  of  the  Chronicles.  All  that  we  ihall 
■od  is,  €^%  theie  clafles  took  their  names  from  their  heads 
ipr  diiefe,  ^xA  continued  to  be  called  by  them  to  the  end 
i/tfaat  CQpimonwealth,  and  from  this  the  heads  of  each 
^BfJk  came  afterwards  to  be  called  cbief-priejit.  This  ia 
liie  rcaibn  why  we  meet,  in  two  of  the  evangelifhi  ^  with 

*  Matth.  xxvi.  3.    Mark  xv.  i. 

[S)«  jtad^ing  of  controverfi^s  either  wine,  or  any  intoxicatiiig 
(9)9  ofkpfofy,  and  other  pol-L  liquors,  when  they  came  to 
IttMiai  (10),  caufes  of  divorce,  minifler  (14).  They  were  likei^ 
■■d  the  ttfe  of  the  waters  of  wife  fbrbki  to  begin  any  tt" 
ieilonly  (iOj  ofvov/Sia^of  cerdotal  fondioo,  till  they 
die  fitnci^Qr  unfitne^  of  vie-  had  firft  w^ed  their  hands 
dnsf  bl^^ing  the  trumpets,  and  feet  (if).  The  implicit 
A  or^er  |o  p][0(f;]aim  the  Sab-  ones  were  notto  appear  in  the 
tetK*  Aod  ibiemn  feafU ;  the  minifti;/  without  their  prieftly 
dUio^of  svJKbmblies ;  founding  garments,^  or  with  any  rent  in 
^  war  I  encoaraging  the  com-  their  doaths,  becaixfe  they  were 
blttf^ti,  and  others  of  the  like  tokens  oi  mourning,  or  with 
titnfe,  which  have  been  occa-  their  hair  grown,  to  too  great  a 
fionally  ^ken  of  already.  But  length,  or  their  heads  uncovered. 
the  moft  iacred  part  of  their  T9  ^^f^  <be  Talmudifts  haver 
£mdioa  was  the  bearing  of  the  ^ed  fome  others,  fuch  asfitting^ 
ark,  preienring  the  volumes  of  down  whiUl  they  pecfoqnec^ 
the  law,  andUefitng  the.peo-  any  part  oftheir  office;  making 
fie  in  God's  name  ( 1 2).  There  uie  of  the  left-hand  inflead  of 
were  likewife  (bme  fevere  inhi-  the  right  (becaufe  ^^rM  and 
bilicms  relating  to  their  office,  his  ions  had  their  right  ears^ 
ijime  of  which  were  explicit,  thumbs,  and  great  toes,  fan- 
tad,  ^omb  implicit.  Of  the  £rft  dified  by  the  blood  of  the  vicr 
fJMTC  wo^.thofe  which  forbad  tims);  and  others  o£lrfs  con? 
them  to    make    u^    of  apy  f<iqi|ence  (^6)^ 

(8)  J>v.  X.  IX.    Malacb,  H.  7.  (9)  Deut.  zvii.  8,  &  feqq^    xix«  tj. 

m  ttiik.  (10)  Lev,  xiii.  xn.  &Kf.p^.&  alib.  *  (t  i)  Numbt 

Y.  IS,  ^  ftff,  ( tij  Numb.  vi.  13,  ^f/f9»  (^Z)  ^^*  ^*  '» 

VfffP  {i4)  i^fi*  vtr,  §,  (j$)  ExGAXXX,*!.  {\6\f^ide 

MgiMt  Si(f$b  bammik4ajbf  c,  1^  ^.fiii*    B^fifg^  B%  H.  tern*  Ul.^  lib,  n,c,  4.' 
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an  aflembly  of  them,  which  ought  therefore  to  be  diftifl*  \ 
guifhcd  both  from  the  high-prieft  and  from  his  fuffrsh'  * 
gan  (F).  "'^^  • 

-  i'  ^ 

La%ps  concerning  the  Lcvites,  *';  * 

Lcvites.  nr  H  E  S  E  related  either  to  their  office,  or  to  their  prft^  J 
•*•  vikges  and  incomes;  for,  as  to  their  deft^^  tficP  ^ 
choice  of  their  tribe,  and  their  confederation,  we  havfe  hi)'  Ji 
already  occa(ion  to  mention  all  that  is  material  conceniiia|^  it 
them  :  only,  with  refpeft  to  the  laft  of  thcfe,  it  is  obftiMH  |l 
able,  that  this  ceremony  was  begun  with  fprinklii^-tiM!p  il 
with  the  water  offeparation,  which  was  that  with  iliwul^  « 
they  ufcd  to  purify  thofc  who  had  cpntra^ed  any  l^d'  - 
impurity,  with  fliaying  thteir  whole  body,  and  wafbuir  j|| 

^      all  their  cloaths  before  they  were  prefented  by  the  peopio  ^ 

• 

(P)  We  have  already  fai4  wear  it  at  the  time'  bf 'tkdir'  | 

fomething  of  their  drefs,  when  miniflring ;  at  other  tiiliei<i|i| 

we  fpoke  of  that  of  the  high-  were  left  at  their  liberty.  IKflM 

prieft  going  into  the  holy  of  relates  to  their  ijoHunfMiMl; 

holier.    It  conMedofa  veft/  revenue,  and  petquifitaii  14 

a  pair  of  drawers,    a  girdle,  be  beft  feen  when  we  eMetjl 

and  a  mitre,  or  cap,  all  of  linen,  fpeak  of  the  Levitef:  in  'lA^ 

The  cap  rdembled,  according  xhean  time,  we  cannot  MM^ 

to  JofephuSy  and  thofe  who  fol-  making  one  obfervation 


'» 


low  him,  an  helmet,  or  pointed  the  garb  both  of  th6  hi^wt  ' 

turbant.     Their  girdle  was  va-  lower  prieib  (in  defcr»hiiW'«f 

riegated  with  the  fined  colours,  which  we  have  followed  ytfift  ' 

about  three   fingers   breadth,  fhus^  and  the  (;urrent  of  liMO*' 

^nd  woven  round 'like  nn  eel-  preters);  namely,  that  if  drt|^ 

skin.  1  heir  veiV,  or  lor.^  coat,  vefts  had  been  of  the  leiiglH 

it  is  pretended,  was  without  which  they  tell  us  of,  and  th^ 

feam,  w jyen  from  top  to  bot-  had  really  had  what  all  f<r? 

torn,  and  with  the  ilecves  to  it.  fions  render  breeches,  ordril#.  ; 

Some  of  t^hme  authors  h  a  veven^  ers,  under  them,  there  wmitt  j 

turpd  to  give  us  the  print  of  a  fcarce  have  been  any  room  flK  jj 

loom,    or  frame,  for  making  that  precaution  of  building  tljffO 

fuch    and  of  garments  (17).  altar  without  (l^s,  fbrfi^Wl 

No  prieft  was  to  wear  his  hair  their  difcovering  that  wMl  j 

to  its  full   length,    but  was  modefty   requires   to    be  Upi 

obliged  10  dip  it  with  a  ptlrof  (19).    We  hope  this  will  I10V  \ 

fcifTars,  at  lead  when  he  went  fufficient  excuie  for  our  eflitf|f  ; 

into  waiting  ( 1 8).  As  to  their  ing  no  farther  on  that  folgcft^    j 
drefs,  they  were  only  bound  to  '^ 

I 

(it)  See  the  wrjion  of  Jojepbui^  Lamy,  Calmtt,  and  fibers.       .  (l8)  C^fE1 
tffvit*  xxi.  5.  6f  Eauk,  xiiv.  ac.  (19)  Expd*  xx.  ««r.  »/5r. 


J 
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high-prieft<l.     As  to  their  drefs,  it  was  the  {zm^Their  con- 
hat  of  the  reft  of  the  Ifraelites^  Mofes  not  hxvingficration 
ted  them  any  particular  one.     We  fhall,  in  its  pro-*»^  ^''^fi- 
ce,  give  an  account  of  their  number,  clafles,  en-- 
lents,    marches,  carrying,   fetting  up  and   taking 
iic  tabernacle,  and  all  its  moveable  c  5  of  their  being 
to  their  brethren  of  the  femily  of  Aaron^  and  offi- 

under  them  in  the  lower  and  more  laborious 
es  of  die  miniftry,  during  all  the  time  that  the  ark, 
le  tabernacle,  ^c.  were  removing  from  place  to 

But,  after  diefe  were  once  fixed,  they  were  freed 
lat  labour,  and  their  fervice  became  ealier  and  more 
fulf(G). 

These 

onb.  viii.  5,  k,  fisoq.     ^  Ibid.  ver.  15,  &  feqq.      '  Vide 
&  Basnac.  ubi  iup. 


This  feems  to  be  the 
why  Mofei  ordered  at 
tftC  they  (hould  not  be 
d  into  their  office  till 
A  attained  to  the  age  of 
11  25  and  30,  and  that 
ooki  be  difcha^rged  from 
>  (20),  their  office  being 
ich  as  required  more 
fai  and  vigour;  but  in 
$  time^  w^  they  were 
cf  .it^  they  were  then 
t  fit  for  it  at  the  age  of 
)«  And  it  is  more  than 
le^  that  they  continued 
udi  longer  than  to  the 
wr,  as  we  ihall  ihew 

re  Pa*vid  had  divided 
BCoclafleSy  their  mini- 
«0  in  common;  they 
:  by  turns,  from  week 
k,  as  the  prieils  did; 
eir  bofiifeft  was,  feme 
g  the  water^wood,  and 
bingf » that  were  ufed  by 
lefts  ;  others  to  keep 
nit  of  the  isiXi€ua9rfi 
[  die  uteniils  that  flood 
the  tabernacle,   clean 

3)  Comp.  I/umk*  vr,  i^&  Viu. 


and  decent;  and  others  to 
keep  guard  at  night  before  the 
tabehiacle.  Some  were  like- 
wife  appointed  to  fing,  and  play 
upon  inilnunems;  others,  to 
iiudy  and  expound  the  law^  to 
the  people,  and  to  affifl  at  the 
inferior  courts  of  judicatme  ; 
and  thefc  provinces  were,  in 
all  probability,  adigned  to  them 
according  to  their  feveral  ca- 
pacities. But  after  DavUh^d 
once  fixed  the  ark  vxjerufa- 
lent,  by  which  time  they  were, 
become  very  numerous,  and 
yet  not  more  fo  than  the  vaft 
proje6l  he  had  premeditated 
of  building  the  temple  would 
mod  likely  require ;  that  wife 
moiuuxh  made  feveral  necefTary 
regulations  conoeming  their  dif- 
ferentemployraents,  which  con- 
tinued till  the  difiblution  of  the 
Ji*wiflf  polity.  We  have  fecn 
above,  that  they  were  diftin- 
guiihed  into  three  families^ 
namely,  Gerfoon^  Kohat^,sjid 
hUrari,  To  each  of  thefc, 
which  he  alfo  fubdivided  into 
24  clafles,  which  were  to  fuo* 
24.        (ii)  I  Cbron,  zjfiii.  27. 

G  4  cecd 


c 
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These  fingers  king  Solomon  diftinguifhed  from  their 
brethren,  by  dieir  bejing  allowed  to  wear  a  linen  kind  of 
robe,  or  furplice,  when  they  were  upon  duty  k  ;  but  the 
reft  did  not  obtaui  that  privilege  till  the  reign  of  king 
Agrippa^  about  the  yqir  of  Christ  62,  and  about  Sx  k 
years  befoire  the  deftruAiqn  of  the  laft  temple,  j^ffphu^ 
adds  \  that  the  pqefts  did  highly  refent  it ;  and  obiqfves, 
thatT^ch  innovations  feldoi^  went  unpunifh^d^  It  is  true, 
that  be  call^  them  fingers  \  but  it  is  plain  he  muft  have 
been  either  miftaken  or  mifcopied ;  unleis  we  fuppofe,  that 
he  there  fpeaks  of  a  particular  garment  to  be  worn  by  them 
at  all  times,  as  well  as  at  divine  fervice. 
niir  ti-  2*  Their  revenues.  We  have  chofen  to  fpeak  joindy 
mtmus.  of  thofe  of  die  priefts  and  Levitesj  becaufe  they  were  inter- 
mixed together  by  God's  own  appointment,  at  leaft  m 
their  main  branches,  thofe  of  the  tithes,  cities,  and  Ibiiie 
other  perquifites.  As  for  what  either  of  them  had  in  par-' 
tjcular,  it  is  fcarce  worth  mentioning.  The  reader  iiu^ 
recoUefl,  that,  according  to  JqcoVs  prophecy,  t}^  tribft 
of  Levi  was  to  be  interQ)eried  among  the  other  trifa^es  |  aii4 
they  were  eaf eluded  by  an  exprefe  kw  of  Deuteram^^ 
from  having  any  ihare  in  the  divifion  of  the  land ;  and  had 

k  2  Chron.  v.  la.  '   Ant.  lib.  xx.  c.  8.  ^  (3l 

atviii.  pafl*. 


ceed  one  another  weekly  in  likewife  from  among  them 

their  turns*  he  appointed  their  of  learning  and  piety^  to  tnch 

feveral  fundiions,  at  £>llow8 :  and  breed  up  the  younger  I#- 

to  the  one  he  afligned  the  af*  *uit€Sy  either  to  their  miniflry, 

fitting  the  priefb  at  the  taber-  or  to  expound  the  law  to  tk 

nacle,  preparing  of  Aour^  cakes,  people ;  befides  thofe  whom  he 

wine,  and  oil,  for  the  facri/ices,  appointed  to  aflifl  at  the  cooru 

and  all  other  fervices  of  that  ofjudicature  of  every  city.  Nbv 

kind.      The  fecond  was   ap-  it  is  plain,   that  in  aU  thefe 

pointed  to  fing,  and  play  on  fundions    there  was  nochiBf 

xnufical  inftrumentSy  at  proper  that^  could  incapacitate  a  maa 

periods  of  the  divine  fervice ;  for    performing    them   aft^ 

and  the  third,  to  keep  a  con-  the  age  of  £fty,  if  wc 


ilant  guard  about  the  tabema-  as  the  Jnvj  doa  that  of  €m^ 

de,  and  afterwards  about  the  ing»  fqr  which  it  is  poralft 

temple.    Over  thefe  clafles  he  enough  for  old  age  to  raidec 

appointed  from  among  thena  one  incapable,  byreaibnoftte 

proper  officers  and  overfeers  of  diiagreeiible  tremor  which  tl^^ 

feveral  ranks,  according  to  their  hrii^  to  the  vqIcq  ( aa). 
merit  or  capacities.    He  chofe 

(i%J  Vide  Ohad.  Bartemr,  trti8.  cbttia,  t,  i.  §.  6« 
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dieir  portion  zSBffied  to  them  out  o(  the  tithes,  oflSmiffli 
^the  altar,  and  the  redemption  of  the  firft-born  of  & 
IfraiKtiSj  in  whofe  flead  they  were  fubftituted.  We  have 
already  fpoken  of  all  thefe ;  but  as  it  was  necefiary,  that 
diey  mould  have  fbme  certain  places  of  abode  appointed 
for  diem,  as  foon  as  th^  were  come  to  the  plai^i  ofjkttai^ 
over-againft  Jericho^  God  was  pleafed  to  affign  them  48 
cities,  with  their  fuburbs,  13  of  which  were  to  belong  to 
the  ^riefts,  and  the  other  35  to  die  reft  of  the  tribe  df 
Ltvi  n  (H).  The  only  dimrence  between  them  was,  that 
4)P  cities  of  the  priefts  were,  for  the  maSt  pan^  of  the 
tqoes  of  Judab  and  Benjaminy  and  confequendy  nearer 
toJefufauM\  whereas  thofe  of  the  Lmtes  weie  divided 
to  diem  by  tet,  out  of  all  the  other  tribes  on  either  fide 
y^rdatif  Thus  did  God  turn  Jacob* s  curie  into  a  bleffiagt 
and  tfae'priefts  and  LeviUSy  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  preferve 
knowlege,  became  fo  difperfed  accordii^ly,  that  the  people 
mi^t  be  every-where  fupplied  with  it.  What  thofe  citief 
were,  hadi  heen  feen  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter.  All 
diat  we  ihall  examine  at  prefent  is,  what  their  rights,  pri- 
vities, immunides,  and  revenues,  confifted  in,  and  how 
far  they  extended  (As  for  the  fix  cities  of  refuge  which 
were  cfaofen  out  of  that  number,  we  ihall  fpeak  of  diem 
hi  a  feparate  ardcle).  With  refpeft  then  to  the  privilege 
of  the  former,  which  fome  authors  extend  no  further 
than  the  bare  enjoyment  of  their  revenues,  we  may  ob- 
ierve,  that  their  owners  had  power  to  fdl  or  mortgs^e 

"  Numb,  xxxir.  1,  Sc  feqq.    Jofli.  xxi.  lo,  &  ieqq. 

(H)  The  right  of  the />i;i-  ved,  hj  fuppofing,  with  oor 

ikai  tribe  to  thefe  cides,  and  author,   that  CaUb  did  yield 

koda  adjacent,  is  not  without  the  dty  unto  thein,becaaie  the 

Ibine  dificoldes,  which  have  Lord  had  determined  it  for  a 


fome  authors  doubt  whe-  dty  of  refuge  ;  but  that  he  te- 
ther they  had  any  more  than  ferved  the  territories  to  himfelf, 
the  bare  ufe  and  income  with-  as  bdng  out  of  the  cafe.  How- 
out  the  power  of  alienadng  ever,  as  to  the  priefts  and  Le- 
^^tsm  (23).  Thus  it  is  ol^  nntis  having  power  to  alienate 
jefied,  tl»t  Hibrom  was  given  theu:  houfes  and  lands,  or  even 
tp  the  priefts  as  a  city  of  re-  to  purchafe  new  ones,  txdu* 
fiige;  and  yet  CaUb^  who  was  five  of  thofe  allotted  to  them, 
ofthe  tribe  of  yw^^,  had  the  we  have  faifident  proof;  as 
fields  and  villages  belonging  to  the  reader  will  fee  by  what  fid* 
it  ajSgned  to  him  (z^).  This  lows  in  the  text, 
difficulty  may  be  eauly  remo- 

had 
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them,  as  well  as  the  other  tribes  ;  only  with  this  ad- 
vantageous difference  on  their  fide,  that  they  might  re- 
deem them  at  any  time.  If  they  were  able;  and  if  not, 
they  devolved  to  them  on  the  year  of  jubilee:  whereas 
thofe  alienated  houfes  of  the  laity,  which  ftood  in  walled 
cities,  if  not  redeemed  within  me  year,  were  irrecover- 
ably loft  to  the  firft  owner  o  (I). 

"  Levit.  XXV.  29,  &  fcqq. 


(I)  Hence  it  is  plaiir,  that 
their  right  to  their  houfes  was 
even  ftronger  than  that  of  the 
people;  for  which reafon  it  is 
called  their  inheritance  (25). 
The  cafe  was  indeed  different 
with  refped  to  the  grounds  that 
were  annexed  to  thofe  cities^ 
which  could  not  be  alienated 
upon  any  account  (26) ;  but 
the  reafon  of  it  was,  that  they 
were  in  the  nature  of  a  com- 
Aion  to  them,  to  which  there- 
fore ever/  one  had  an  equal 
right,  they  being  the  only  pa- 
ilure-ground  they  had  for  their 
cattle ;  and  if  they  agreed  by 
Confent  to  indofe  or  aj^ropri- 
ate  any  part  for  fields,  orchards, 
gardens,  and  the  like,  the  di- 
viiion  was  made  in  proportion 
to  the  largeneis  of  tbeir  fami- 
lies, which  could  not  have  fub- 
fiftftd,  had  fuch  an  alienation 
been  permitted. 

It  is  Ukewife  manifeft,  that 
their  being  excluded  from  any 
portion  in  the  diftribution  of 
the  land,  was  (o  far  from  de- 
priving them  of  the  right  of 
poflbfilon,  or  even  of  purchace, 
^t  we  have  feveral  inflances 
to  the  contrary  in  both  cafes, 
and  them  authorized  by  God, 


With  refpedb  to  the  firft,  we 
find,  anK>ng  other  regulations 
concerning  vows,  that  if  a  manr. 
had  vowed  hishoufe  or  land  mi- 
to  the  Lord,  and  had  not 
wherewith,  or  was  unwiiliog 
to  redeein  them,  they  war 
then  to  continue  facrpd  mito 
GoD>  (27) ;  that  is,  the  priefit 
became  the  right  owners  of 
them:  accordingly  we  find,  that 
the  high-pried  had  Ibmie  eftito 
of  his  own,  into  which  he  was 
relegated  by  Solomon  (28) ;  wad, 
even  in  the  apoflles  time,  Bar- 
nabas, who  was  a  Lruite  of 
Cyfrusy  had  fome  land  whidi 
he  ibkl  for  the  ufe  of  the 
church  (29}.  To  this  we  may 
add,  if  what  Maimon  tells  us  be 
right,  that  the  tribe  di  Levi 
had  their  twelfth  fhare  of  all 
the  lands  which  were  gotby- 
the  fword  (30).  As  for  their 
having  it  in  their  power  to 
purchafe  eftates,  we  need  ba( 
read  thexxxiid  chapter  of  7«np» 
miah,  who  was  a  priefl;  whoie 
we  ihall  find  a  curious  ac^ 
count  of  his  purchafing  a  pieor 
of  land,  and  with  it  all  the  fbr- 
mah'ties  that  were  then  ofed 
in  fuch  cafes  (31}. 


(z^)  Ihid.  ver.  33.  C^^)  J^i^'  '"^^*  34»  (^l)  Lcvitt 

xxvii.  14,  &  feqq,  (zZ)  i  Kin^s  ii.  j6.  .  (^29)  A3s  iv.  36,  37* 

(10)  Halak  p^mit,  vcyc^cl.    Vide  Bjf^ag.  ubi  fup,     (\i)  Vcr*  7,  ^/«ff. 


EvfRV 
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ERY  one  of  thefe  cities  had  fuburbs,  the  limits 
of  were  alfo  appointed  by  God  bimfelf  ^ ;  but  JHofi^ 
prefied  them  in  fuch  terms>  that  it  has  given  more 
to  interpreters  to  reconcile  the  two  numbers  mentioned 
n,  than  our  readers  would  care  to  be  troubled  with : 
lich  imcertainty  we  are  unwilling  to  rely  on  the 
^  who  tell  US9  that  thofe  two  numbers  were  to 
aken  jointly  ^  fo  that  thofe  fuburbs,  or  rather- 
>ries,  mould  extend  to  the  diftance  of  ?ooo  cu- 
om  die  out-walls  y.  They  add,  that  the  mft  thou- 
were  affigned  for  pafture-ground ;  on  which  there- 
t  was  not  lawful  to  build,  fow,  or  plant ;  but,  within 
oiits  of  the  other  2000  cubits,  they  might  do  any  /of 
One  thing  further  is  remarkable,  namely,  diat 
were  not  permitted  to  bury  dieir  dead  either  within 
cities,  or  their  fuburbs ;  but  that  they  had,  according 
;  yews  J  a  piece  of  ground  allotted  to  them  by  the  pco-' 
►r  a  burying-place,  which  was  quite  out  of  the  verge 
►fc  limits  (K).    • 

Halak    havoda.    haccx^bin    amazaloth,    ap.   Basnao. 
.com.  i.  lib.  i. c.  7.  y  Vide Commentat. in  £z. xxi. 

Num.  XXXV.  6.    JDeut.  iv.  21.  ^xix.  2. 

)  We  (hall  venture  no  for**  aboundisg,  in  each  of  them. 

m  the  rights  and  privi-  Thus,   for  iuftance^  the  trib^ 

of  thefe  cities,  concern-  of  Judah^-  whoie  (hare  was 

vhich  the  Jesws  tell  us  full  of  them,    allotted   nine, 

ers,  but  without  any  pro-  whereas     that    of  Benjamin, 

Ity :  tho(e  that  are  fond  which  had  but    a  few,,  was 

eh  fables,  may  (ind  more  obliged  to  part  with  four  only 

they  can  give  credit  to  in  (3).   As  to  the  diHribution  of 

tmi  (i),  and  other  Jeijoifi  them  among  the  LevUes^   it 

lentators,  on  the  places  of  was  made  in  the  fame  manner 

entateuch  where  mention  as  that  of  the  land  itfelf,  namely, 

de  of  them  (2).  This  how-  by  lot ;  which  was  the  moil  ef- 

we  may  fafely  add  con-  fedual  way  to  prevent  all  dif- 

dg  the  cities  them(elves  ;  ference ;  for  even  this  tribe  do 

ly,    that  they  were  not  not  feem  to  have  been  fo  dif- 

1  by  equal  numbers  ont  of  interefted,  that  any  other  me- 

tribe,  but  according  as  thod  coold  have  fa tisfied  them, 
were  found  more  or  lefs 

In  Numb,  xxxv.  45.        {%)  Rtb,  Saltm.  in  loc,  t/idf  &  M»f*  ^<  Cotxi, 
Jun.  (S  a(,  in  loc.  '     (sJ  JoJh,7nd.f<if 

\  Laws 


Laws  concerning  the  fix  cities  of  refuge. 

Citiit  «r  T  '^  ^  ^  ^  ^^^^  chofen  out  of  thofe  4I  which  had  beq 
rqfng^.  ^  affigned  to  the  tribe  of  Levi  c.  They  diflfered  from  < 
the  afy&  of  the  Graks  and  Romans j  in  diat  they  we» 
defigned  to  proted  innocent  perfons  only  from  the  rigour 
of  die  kw,  in  cafes  of  unvoluntary  homicide,  whereat* 
theirs  did  equally  (helter  the  guilty  and  innocent.  There 
is  an  exprds  command  in  Exodus  with  relation  to  wilfid 
murder,  that  the  guilty  perfon  fliall  be  torn  even  frxxb 
God's  altar  to  be  put;  to  d^th  4 ;  from  which  one  may. 
naturally  infer,  that  the  tabernacle  was  a  fanduary  to  tkcL 
innocent,  not  Qidv  durine  th^ir  wandering  in  the  wilder* 
liefs,  but  all  the  time  of  meir  abode  in  the  land  of  Caman  \. 
at  leaft,  the  inftance  of  JoaVs  taking  refuge  there  feeni& 
to  imply  as  much,  though  his  crime  excluded  hinni  from 
thi;  "benefit  of  it  «•  And  mdeed  fo  fevere  were  Gold's  l^.wi, 
againft  murder,  that  if  it  was  even  conmiitted  in  a  fray^ 
in  correding  a  fervant,  or  in  fome  other  cafes,  which  cW 
milder  laws  call  chance-medley,  the  guilty  perfon  coidd 
not  go  ujipuniihed  ^ .  And  where  the  h&.  was  acddental 
and  unvoluntary,  though  God's  concern  for  the  ttfeof  thei 
irmocent  perfon  was  fuch,  that  he  not  only  appointed  th^ 
cities  for  his  prote^on,  but  feemed,  as  it  were,  to  tak^ 
the  &ult  uponhimfeIf(L},  yet  he  condemned  him  to  a, 
kind  of  banifliment,  till  the  death  of  the  high-prieft  for  the 
time  being  g  (M) ;  infomuch  that  if  he  ventured  out  of  die' 

limits, 

*  Numb.  XXXV.  6.  ^  Exod.  xxi.  14.  ^  r  Kii^ 

ii.  28.     ^  Exod.  xxi.  iz^  20.     s  N4rab.  xxxv.  25,  k  feqq. 

(L)  The  words  are,  if  a  events*  either  for  the  ponilh* 

man  lit  wot  in  njoaity  hut  God  ment  of  the  perfon,  orfor  ibme 

deliver  bim  into  bis  band.  This  other  wife  purpofes  beyond  cor 

we  purpofely  take  notice  of,  reach.     However,  it  is  plaiB, 

becaafe  chefe,  and  fuch-like  ex-  that  it  is  only  ufed  in  this  place. 

prefiionSy  which  occur  in  Scrip-  to  (hew  the  injuftice  there  would 

tureywhateverfinifterienfefome  be  in  punifhing  a  man  forag^ 

may  put  upon  them,  import  no  a£t  which  had  been  diredi^ 

xnore,  according  to  the  genius  of  \y  providence,    without   thftr 

iheAf^^w  idiom  than  that,  tho'  lead  defign  in  him  of  hurtiog 

a  man  may  die  contrary  to  the  the  other. 

fteming  couHe  of  nature^  yet        (M)  The  reafon  which  t^ 

he  cannot  be  taken  off  without  Je^s  give  for  this  is,  that  the 

the  permiffion  of  heavei^  whofe  death  of  fo  great  a  perfon,  which 

prqvi^cnce   direOs  all    fuck  was  univ^^ly  lamented,  was 


II.       to  tbi  B^onifh  taptMfj.  f3 

»  Jofiphus  fays  out  of  the  walls,  of  die  city  ^,  it  was 
I  for  any  relations  of  the  deceafed  either .  to  kill  him» 
bare  him  put  to  death  by  the  hand  of  juiflice. 
(£S£  cities  were  not  only  for  the  IfraeUtet^  but  for  all 
ers  that  either  lived  among  them,  or  oame  occafion* 
The  Jtws  mdeed  confine*  die  bei^t  of  ^em  to 
profelytes,  but  this  fenfe  ibems  to  flow  more  from     ^ 
lairrownefs  of  foul«  than  from  the  words  of  the  text  K 
nay  remember,  that  MofesotitxeA  three  of  diem  to 
gned  on  either  fide  Jordan  ^.    This  partition  te&ais 
i  ibmewhat  unequal,  becaufe  one  fide  had  but  two 
and  half^  and  the  odier  nine  and  half }  the  reafon  of 
fome  Jews  tell  us  was,  becaufe  diere  were  a  great 
more  homicides  committed  in  die  former  by  way  of 
fence,  than  in  the  latter :  but  this  is  ridiculous,  and 
\K.Nachman  is  by  far  nlore  probable  and  judicious; 
f ,  that  the  extent  of  the  country  of  the  former  was 
b  as  large  as  that  of  the  latter,  though  lefs  inhabited  ; 
made  it  neceflary  for  them  to  have  fo  many  of  thofe 
However,   as  to  thofe  tribes  on  the  other  fide, 
permitted  diem  to  add  three  mote  to  their  number, 
(rer  the  largenefs  of  their  conquefts  fhould  make  it 

ry  '• 

(T,  where,  and  by  whom,  the  exapiinati<m  of  the 

yer  was  made,  in  order  to  his  being  admitted  to,  or 

sd  the  benefit  of  die  city  of  refuge ;  that  .is,  whether 

next  judges  of  die  place  where  the  fa£^  was  com^ 

,  or  by  thofe  of  die  city  wliither  the  man  fled  for 

iry ;  is  neidier  clear  from  die  text,  nor  agreed  on  by 

sters.    However,  as  a  late  author  juftly  obferves  n, 

n  expreifion  in  Deuteronomy  and  Jojhua  o,   there 

t.  lib.  iv.  c.  7.         '  Vide  Namb.  xxxv.  ij.        ^  Itnd. 

.    Deut.xix.  pafl".  ■  Ibid.  ver.  9.  <"  Calm. 

Refuge*        tt  Deut.  xix.  11,13.  comp.  with  Jofli.  xx. 

ift  propier   motive  to  upon  this  circamfhmce  to  have 

Irefentmentonthepart  been  typical  of  the  reoonciU- 

iroiecutor  to  ceafe  (j.)  ;  ation  whieh  Christ,  our  eter* 

\  would  wonder^  tbat  nal  high-pried,  made  of  finners 

old  have  been  followed  to  Ooi^  by  bis  death  (5),  This 

Chriftians,    But  the  is  what  the  apo^  to  the  He- 

ter  part  of  theie  look  iri*ws  fS^cms  to  inomate  (6). 

dr  Maim*  mere  ntvocb,  r.  40.  (5)  Bieren,  Augufi*  &  al,  vidi 

ftm,  Cmr.  M  £#/.  Of  «/.  mUt,  in  its*  (^J  Bek,  ix.  15 , 

§  feems 
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tctms  to  have  been  a  double  tr^al,  one  before  tbe  judges  of* 
the  city  of  refuge,  and  one  before  what  die  text  calls  therp 
the  congregation ;  by  which  are  underflood  either  diofeof 
the  place  where  the  {?&  was  committed,  or  ^rhaps  die 
great  council ;  and  this  feems  to  us  to  have  been  neceflSuy  \ 
only  when  the  avenger  of  blood  appealed  from  thofe  of  tlie   j 
place  of  refuge.     As  foon  therefore  as  a  man  had .  bees 
unfortunately  guilty  of  accidental  homicide^  his  firft  bu&   j 
nefs  was  to  flee  with  all  convenient  hafle  to  the  next  city  oi'  1 
that  kind.     The  ways  leading  to  it  were,  by  God's  own  | 
appointment,  to  be  kept  in  good  repair  (N),  that  notfaiog^ 
might  retard  his  fpeed.     As  foon  as  he  came  to  the  places 
he  prefented  himfelf  to  the  judges  of  it,  and  declared  the 
occaflon  of  his  coming,  and  the  manner  of  his  killim  tbe 
perfon ;  and  according  as  his  account  appeared  true  or  raUe^ 
he  was  admitted  to  or  excluded  from  their  protection,    tf 
the  avenger  of  blood,  who  was  always  the  nearefl  rebtfios 
y^       to  the  deceafed,  came  to  demand  juftlce,  he  and  his  evi- 
dence were  heard,  and  the  judges  either  confirmed  dieir 

(N)  The  text  f 7)  fays  only.  Lord,  make  hh  paths  0rmi\ 

Vhoujhalt  prepare  thee  a  tuayf  e'uery  valley  Jhall  be  fiUed^  mi 

and  divide  tbe  coaft  of  the  land  every  mountain    levelled^  &•• 

into  three  parts^    that  every  are  thought  to  allude.    Otocta 

flayer  may  flee  thither,     fiut  year  at  leafti  in  the  moDCll  of 

their  rulers  added  a  nui&berof  Adar^  which  anfwers  in  pm 

other  laws  for  keeping  thofe  to  our  February^    the  magi* 

i^oads  in  continual  repair,  that  ftrates    of  every    dty    were 

the  perfon  might  meet  with  no  obliged  to  vifit  them,  and  fie 

pbflrudion  in  his  fHght.  Thefe  that  they  were  kept  in  good 

roads,  acocrding  to  them,  were  order ;  otherwife,  in  cafe  die 

to  be  32  cubits  in   breadth,  avenger  chanced   to  ovcitlfcc 

foooth,    plain,   and   without  and  kill  the  flayer,  the  magi-' 

afcent^  defcent,  or  ditches.  At  Ilracy  of  the  place  were  judged 

every  place  where  the  road  guilty  of  his  death.  Asfbrtiie 

parted,  a  poft  was  to  be  fet  up  cities  of  refuge,  they  were  to 

to  direct  them,  which  had  the  be  of  a  moderate  bignefs^  wtf 

'  word  ti);?pQ  miklatj  refuge^  en-  furniftied  with  water,    profi- 

graven  upon  it.     Every  brook  fton«,  artiiL%  and  all 


or  hver  was  to  iiave  a  good  of  conveniences,  weapons  lat* 

bridge  ;  all  watery  places  were  cepted.     The  reafon  they  givcl 

to  be  drained,  and  the  furfece  for  excluding  this  laft  wis»  kC 

kept  fmooth  and  hard.     To  the  avenger  ihould,  in  a  fit  oF 

the(e  precepts  t h^  words  of  the  anger,  ma  ke  ufe  of  them  apigl 

iaptill.  Prepare  the  vjays  of  the  the  flayer  (8). 

(•j)  Deut,  xix.  3.  {%)  Vtdt  Gmai.  trsa.  ubjJOf  pr^c^^^i^ 

75,  ^  /^^f  •  Rai,  Sahm%  Maimm,  Onkelos,  Munfter,  &  ah  ia  Num.  xzxv. 

formed 
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r  fentence  in  favour  of  the  manflayer,  or  delivered 
p  to  be  punifbed,  if  the  fa6l  was  proved  to  be.wil- 
ione  ;  but  if  the  former)  he  was  to  be  conduced  to 
ace  where  the  ia£t  was  committed,  and  there  tried  a 
1  time ;  and  if  he  was  found  innocent,  he  was  recon- 
1  to  the  place  of  refuge,  with  a  fufficient  guard,  and 
ned  there  free  from  all  further  profecutions ;  and,  at 
jath  of  the  high-prieft,  he  was  at  liberty  to  return  to 
vn  home.     This,  at  leaft,  is  what  the  generality  of 
ureters  c(»iclude  to  have  been  their  proceeding  in  fuch 
However,  as  the  account  we  have  of  it  from  Mofes 
from  being  clear  in  this  point,  and  the  cities  of  refuge 
fometimes  at  fuch  a  dlftance  from  the  place  where 
\£k  was  committed,  that  the  manflayer  might  be  eaiily 
aken  by  the  profecutor,  before  he  could  reach  it,  we 
it,  at  leaft,  as  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  he  went 
urrendered  himfelf  to  the  judges  of  the  neareft  place  ; 
having  cleared  himfelf  before  them  from  the  guih  of 
1  murder,  was,  by  their  order,  condu^^ed  iafely  to 
ext  city  of  refuge,  where  the  magiftrates  had  a  furth<?r 
ig  of  the  caufe,  and  either  conhrmed  or  revoked  the 
ice  of  the  former.     It  is  true,  that  what  we  quoted 
f  the  rabbies  in  the  laft  note,  about  the  coin^enienccs 
le  roads  leading  to  fuch  places,  would  be  needlcfs  in 
afe;  but  we  look  upon  their  teftimony  to  be  very 
)us,  and  in  fpme  cafes  plainly  wrong.     Thus  the  Tal- 
tells  us  o,  that  thofe  cities  were  to  be  fituated  by  feme 
5,  in  order  to  be  well  fuppUed  with  water,  and  all 
of  provifion ;  that  accefs  to  them  was  xo  be  eafy,  and 
3ut  afcent;  and  yet  it  radier  app^rs,  that  the  far 
er  part  were  built  upon. rocks.    They  tell  us  many 
:  particulars  there,  which  we  purpofely  omit,  becauf^ 
are  ftill  more  incredible.     But  the  reader  is  at  liberty 
loofe  which,  fuppofition  he  likes  beft. 
BSiDEs  thefe  cities  of  refuge,  the  tabernacle,  as  we 
partly  obiexved  above,  and .  afterwards  the  temple, 
ikewife  the  priv^ege  of  being  &si£biaries,  efpecially  the 
of  burnt-offering  ?.    The  rabbies  indeed  tell  us^  the  ^i  altars 
r  was  only  for  priefts^  but  wc  have  fecn  die  contrary, «  picket  of 
c  inftance  of  Joak,  mentioned  aibove.     Thofe  indeed,  ^cAi:^- 
were  guilty  of-  wilful  morder,  iheltered  themfelves 
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who(e  bufincfs  it  was  to  make  a  ttxiSt  examiilation  of  the 
cafe,  and  either  to  deliver  up  the  criminal  into  the  hands  of 
jitftice,  or  fend  the  innocent,  under  a  propel  efcort,  to 
one  (rf*  the  cities  of  tefuge  9  (O). 
Nethi-         The  Nithinims  are  the  Is^  fort  of  perfons  dedicated  to 
pimy         the  worlhip  of  God.    Thefe  were  not  of  the  children  df  * 
JfraeU  but  of  the  Gtbiomtes^  who  obtained  a  treaty  of  •. 
peace  with  the  former  by  a.ftratagem,  which  willbe  ^Jcen  ] 
notice  of  in  the  fequel,  and  whom  Je/bua  condemined  b 
the  loweft  and  moft  laborious  offices  in  the  tabernacle  un- 
der die  Levites ;  fuch  as  drawing  of  vrater,  fetching  9sA 
hewing  of  wood  for  the  altar,  and  the  like  ^     We  do  nd 
find,  5i2t  diis  name  of  Nethinims  was  given  to  iihem  dft 
after  the  captivity,  when  a  fmall  number  returned  witli 
ETura  and  the  reft  of  Ifrael  bom.  Babylon  (P). 

n.  Qf ' 

^  Vide  MaimonId.  apod  Hotting,  in  Goodw.  lib.  ii.  c^. 
note  2,  k  commentators  iA  Numb.  xxxv.    '  Jofii.  ix.  ^3*  17. 

(O)  There  are  feveral  otker  we  ihall  not  trouUe  our  forf- 

material  circumHances  relating  ers  with. 
to  thofe  kind  of  cafes^  which»        (P)  That  name  impoitt  m 

Mofes  having  left  no  particular  much  as  givin ;  and  Bxrm  %l 

direftions  about,  may  be  rea-  (1),  they  were  given,  or  Wf^ 

fonably  fuppofed  to  have  been  pointed,  by  David  and  odMr 

left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  kings,   to  ferve  in  the  tenr 

judges.     Such  as,  forinllanoey  pie  under  tht  Leviiesi  andifr 

when  the  fad  was  committed  another  place^  that  they  were 

jnft  before,  and  the  fentence  of  the  children  of  S§UmoM*$  fet^ 

the  judges  not  obtained  in  fk-  vants(2].  So  that  by  this  tine 

vour  of  the  homicide  till  after  the  name  was  not  confined  tA 

the  death  of  the  high-prieft  ;  the  Gibemutes  alone,  but  m 

or  when  it  was  done  in  the  time  given  alfo  to  the  CatuuuAa^ 

of  an  interregnums  or  in  cafe  whom  thefe  princes  had  coi^ 

the  high-prieft  was  killed  by  quered  and  converted  (3).  We 

fome  friends  of  the  exiled  per-  read  of  fome  fuch  abjed  po^ 


fon ;  or,  la£lly,  when  the  high-  fons  alfo  in  the  time  of  JMq^ 

prieft  himfelf  became  a  man-  who  mentions  them  in  his  let 

flayer,  which  was  far  from  im-  pathetic  fpeech,  in  thefe  wofdi : 

poflible :  concerning  which,and  Tou  all  ftand  this  d^  hfin 


feveral  others  of  the  like  na-  the  Loan ymr  liitU 

ture,     the   Talmudifb     have  and yournrnvett and tbg Jbm^ 

made  Ycxy  judicious  and  equi-  gtr  that  is  in  your  camf^  JHtf 

taUe  regulations ;   but  which  ii^  htvttr  tftby  ^wood^  It  iff 

(I)  Efcr.  viu.  20.      (2}  an.  ii.  58.      (3)  I  Xjngi  ix.  ao,  ai,  ^  M. 
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Vi.  Qf  thitigs  cmtfecrated  to  the  fcrvict  of  Goo* 

THESE  were,  i.  The  tabernacle.  2»Thearfc.  3.  Tht 
-^  two  altars.  4.  The  candleftick,  and  other  utenfils 
i)el<>ngihg  to  it.  5.  The  table  of  fhew- bread.  And,  6.  The 
courts  with  all  the  utenfils  which  were  xtpofitcd,  in  it. 
Concerning  all  which,  whatever  can  be  faid,  with  any  to« 
lerable  certainty,  is  fo  well  known  to  the  curious  in  this 
kihd  of  learning,  and  fo  difregarded  by  the  reft  of  the 
World,  that  we  fliould  gladly  content  ourfclves  with  the 
hare  mention  of  them,  did  we  think  that  our  readers  would 
be  fatisfied  with  it,  without  a  further  defcrfption  of  them* 
It  may  indeed  appear  fqmewhat  furprifing,  thztMofes  fhould 
have  beftowed  almoft  as  many  pages  in  defcribing  the  ftru'* 
dure  of  the  tabernacle,  and  its  fumptuous  furniture,  as  he 
has  lines  in  his  account  of  the  creation,  and  yet  that  we 
ihould  be  fo  much  in  the  dark  about  it,  and  that  there 
fhould  be  fo  much  room  left  for  conjeflure,  for  want  of 
knowing  the  proper  fignification  of  a  great  number  of  its 
parts  atid  materials.  But  as  this  is  plainly  the  cafe,  we  ihall 
not  expatiate  upon  them,  unlefs  we  can  do  it  upon  fome 
fure  grounds,  or  where  they  have  an  apparent  relation  to 
die  gofpel. 

I.  The  tabernacle  was  built  by  the  command  and  A^-nitaher* 
teftions  of  God  himfclf,  tliat  he  might  dwell  in  the  midft^^^/^^ 
''of  his  people*.     Their  rebellions  and  murmurings  having 
provoked  him  to  prolong  the  term  of  their  wandering  in 
die  wildernefs,  a^d  thereby  delayed  the  time  of  their  en* 

«  Vide  Exod.  xxv.  8,  &  alib.  paff. 

drmto^r  of  thywater  (^y  And  ca\h  Xyhphoriay  OQ  whiditbe 
pn)balily»  the  lownefs  of  their  people  were  obliged  to  carry  n 
QNididon  might  be  one  reafon  ceruin  quantity ,pf  wood  to  the 
why  ip  few  pared  to  return:  temple^  to  fupply  the  altar  of. 
fiom  the  captivity,  where  they  burnt-QfFering  (7) :  and  not  un- 
did perhaps  £are  better.  For  likely,  that  alfo  of  bringing 
•we  do  not  read  of  above  220  water  thither  from  the  pod  of 
tk^jt  came  with  Ezra  (5},  and  Siloah^  on  the  iaft  day  of  the 
192  wichZinp&i^^^(6)2which  ieail  of  ubernades,  the  infti-  : 
nnmber  wm  fi>  infufficient  for  tution  of  which  is  attributed  to. 
die  eraenoes  of  the  temple,  the  prophet  Zacbariab,  of 
t^iX^jrftfhifs  tells  us,  diey  which  we  have  made  fome 
faftifiiled  ft  fi^val,   which  Yat  mention  before. 

iA\J}p^..xAs^%ji  (5)  £«r.  viii.  20.  (6)X(/^iL5S. 

Voi/hL  it  tering 
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tering  into  the  poffeffion  of  the  Promt  fed  Land\  it  wai 
neceflary  that  this  facred  place,  where  the  moft  folemn 
parts  01  the  divioe  worfhip  were  to  be  performe49  ihould 
be  fitted  to  their  frequent  marches,  and  be  eafily  fet  up  and 
taken  down,  as  occafion  required.  For  which  rc^faii, 
among  other  naimes  it  has  in  the  Mofaic  writings  (QJ,  it 


(QJ  The  tabernacle  is  called 
by  feveral  names  in  Scripture^ 
the  moft  common  6f  which  i^ 
that  of  "»yi»3  bni^,  obel  mo- 
bed^  the  tent  or  tabernacle  of 
|he  congre^tioD  or  afiembly, 
becaufe  it  was  made  in  the  fa* 
jQiion  of  a  magnificent  tent  or 
pavilion  (90).  For  this  reafon 
yofephuscdlh  it  iJL^JA^ifofAivof 
pa.6i,  a  portable  temple  (91)  : 
we  find  tt  elfewhere  ^ed 
Unpc,  mUda^yihtholy  place 
(92),  and  by  the  Septuagint 
dyiua^fAct^  becaufe  it  was  made 
koly  by  God's  prefence  ;  it  is 
therefore  elfewhere  called  by 
yfSLy  of  excellenqr,  pU/Qp,  ha- 
mjhcan^  the  habitation,  which 
the  Greek  renders  (r)CHV»\  ac- 
cordingly (93).  Sometimes  this 
laft  is  joined  with  the  word 
rnyn,  babeduth,  teftimony 
(94)9  the  habitation  or  taberna* 
cle  of  teftimony,  becaufe  God 
delivered  his  orades  from 
thence:  laftly,  it  is  in  other 
parts  of  Scripture  called  bD^n> 
hecal^  palace,  and  the  palace  of 
the  Lord  (95),  which  name 
was  aftervs^s  given  to  the 
temple. 

Our  learned  Spencer  hzi  here 
again  been  at  the  pains  to  fetch 
tlus  tabernacle,  the  ark,  altars^ 
and  all  their  appurtenances, 
from  Egypt  {96) .    He  quotes 


the  facred  and  profane  writiB^ 
to  prove  that  the  Hgmtkem  bii 
fttch  portable  temples,  in  wUd 
they  depofited  the  moft  valpi-  ' 
ble  utenftls  that  belonged  to 
their  religion.     It  is,  indeed^ 
eafy  enoueh  to  prove,  that  thqr 
had  both  thefe,  and  m^iny  other 
things,  very  like  thofe  of  tU 
y^<u;/;  but  to  infer  from  thence,  t 
that  they  had  them  before  theid,  \ 
and  that  God  condefcroded  (0 
far  to  the  genius  pf  the  Jfred- 
itesy  as  to  introduce  them  iato 
his  own  worihipt  to  1}»  a  iank 
of  fence  againft  their  pioM" 
nefs    to    idolatroiu    fapeiii- 
tions,  is  not  only  very  »• 
fumptuous  and  unlikely^  Ml 
doth  too  evidently  thwart  the 
known  defign  of  tbem,  and  tte 
typical  application  which  tlM( 
apoftle  to  the  Heiress  makcft 
of  them  (97).     And  vet  t^ft 
fophiftical  way  of  rea/oniog  is 
juftly    enough  obferved  bv  a 
later  author  (98)  to  run  tW 
all  his  writings  on  this  faljcll^ 
for  which  reafon  we  fliall  ibf-. 
bear  faying  more  about  ityhtf* 
ing  fo  oftoi  given  our  leafiMl 
for  diftenting  firom  kim.    The 
reader,  however,  may  fte  M 
hft  fuppofition  (bfiicientl>)rtfr 
ploded  by  the  authbr  lalb  qa»* 
ted,  and  but  weakly  iK  ft ^iai 
liace  by  Li  Chrc  (99}  • 


(90)  Ex$d,  xxviii.  43,  (3  alii.  paf.     (91)  Aut.  lih.  iS.  i.  5.    .(9ft}.  Adl ; 
3CXV.  8.         (93)  Jbid^  wr.  9,  (94)  Uid^  uzviu.  ^au  ; '.       (9S^^S  •"^  '■ 


a  * 


n*        /t)  tk  Babylonifli  tlapthity. 

ft  commonly  called  by  that  of  Ohel^  v^ich  dothpfo- 
fignify  a  tent ;  but  fudi  a  magnificent  one,  both  in  its 
urC)  materials,  and  utdnfils,  as  might  infpire  both  the 
itesi,  and  all  other  nations,  with  an  -aWful  refpeft  and 
I  for  the  (crvice  of  God.  To  this  end,  the  moft 
and  precious  things,  which  they  had  brought  with 
from  Egypty  and  thofe  other  kingdoms  which  they 
ohijuered,  were  liberally  beftowed  by  the  people^ 
lut  into  the  hands  of  the  ableft  artificers^  to  be 
^t  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  defign  of  it,  and  to 
chnefs  of  the  materials  *>. 

[£  tabernacle  was  of  an  obldng  fquare  figure,  thirty 
long,  ten  cubits  broad,  and  ten  in  height.  It  had 
partments  within,  divided  by  a  f ow  of  four  cblumns 
tim-wood  (R),  covered  over  with  maflivegold,  fixed 
fame  number  of  pcdeftals  or  fockets  of  filver ;  from 

.   ^  Exod.  XXV.  1,  &  feqq. 

This  wood,  though  fo    a    height,   as    to    be    ikwed 
in  Scripture,  is  yet  fo    into  boards  of  a  conilderable 

length  ;  and  that  it  was  found 
the    Roman   empire^    but 


9^ 


vn,  that  iiit*rprcters  have 
(ntured  to  (r^hflate   its 

St.  Jerom  has  retained 
rtnjo  one,  and  the  ^^- 
'  only  calk  it  iteputribfe 

and,  indeed,  it  is  more 
'obabie,  that  it  was  cal- 
xttim^  from  the  place 
it  grew,  often  mentioned 
pture(ioo).  Our  read- 
rrefore,  may  be,  perhaps, 

enough  to  be  let  into 
tie  hght  that  can  be  gpt 
t.  The  moft  probable 
t  we  can  meet  with  is, 
f  St.  Jerom^  who  fays, 
is  an  hard  fmooth  wood, 
mi  knots,  atAd  of  ex^ai- 
ttty  ind  IfgHtntffs  ;  iiifo- 
Ebat  the  rich  nfed  to 
Ibtws  tii  Ifk  itft  theif 
:  th^itvkavtesafidco- 
kre  not  oailiktf  thewhke 
bac  that  it  grew  to  foch 


in 

only  in  the  uncultivated  parts 
<3^  Af-abia  (i).  Hence  fome 
auehoi^S'  have  concluded,  that 
Jerom  M^uit  the  black  Acaciit^ 
not  only  becaufe  it  has  all  tht 
fmootknteis,  hardnefs,  lengthy 
aidd  beauty,  whi^h  he  fpoka 
of,  but  becaufe  this  latter  ir 
the  only  one  that  is  to  be  found 
in  thofe  parts  oi  Jraiia{z)^ 
But  whoever  reads  the  defcrip- 
tion,  whidi  other  authors  give 
us  of  \litacdcia{'>t)%  will  §nd- 
that  it  eannot  be  the  Jhittim  or 
St,  Jerom^  though  we  are  tola 
by  very  many  travellers,  ih^ 
it  is  the  only  tree  that  growi 
ill  thofe  deferts  (4) ;  but  Be  ri 
whfch  6f  the  two  it  wHI,  it  ii 
]^kufl,  tiiey  were  both  very  hi 
1»t  lAtfii'i  i^utpofe. 


J^«b;XXv.  T.    imeiii.  4^    WctSfTi.^.  {i)  Hiifm,  tAwm,  in 

mi  Jin,  in  Micb,  vi.  5,  fif  aliS,  {%)  BelloTCi  ohferv,  Uh»  ii.  c.  f  6, 

^iut,  hh,  iv.  c,  IT.  (3)  Vide  Profp,  Alpin,  ap,  auSior.  notar, 

&  ml,  comm.  in  Exod»  xxv.  5    Tbeyen,  La  Roqut,  RMd^ivil,  Lu» 
f  «/.    yidt  Bafnag%  tx  Cunao,  torn.  iii.  iib,  ii,  c,  5. 

H  2  which 


joo  Itbe  Hijlory  cf  tht  Jews  B.  L 

which  probably  might  come  that  antient  method  of  fetting 
porphyry  columns  on  bafes  of  white  marble.    Mofei  dou 
not  tell  us  whether  they  were  round  or  fquare;  but  it  feems 
more  likely  that  they  were  fquare,  not  only  becaufe  they 
•  became  much  in  vogue  in  the  infide  of  great  buildings,  un- 
der the  name  of  pilafters,  but  alfo  becaufe  they  were  rtioit 
proper  for  the  defign  for  which  they  were  intended,  zsA 
more  eafy  of  carriage,  with  the  boards  and  other  fiat  pieceSi^ 
than  round  ones.     To  the  tops,  or  rather  chapiters  of  thefe^ 
was  faflencd  by  golden  hooks  a  rich  embroidered  curtaiii» 
which  divided  the  whole  breadth  of  the  place,  and  diftitt* 
guiihcd  the  outward,  called  the  holy,  from  the  inwani 
apartment,  called  the  mod:  holy,  or  the  holy  of  lioliah 
This  latter  was  but  ten  cubits  deep,   and  confeqiiendy 
iquare.     The  other  was  twenty  cubits,  and  at  the  entrance^ . 
nt  the  weft  end,  hung  a  fecond  curtain  to  another  row  rf 
five  columns  of  the  fame  fabricature  with  the  former,  orff 
the  bafes  of  thefe  were  of  brafs ;  and  this  covered  the  inlkk' 
of  the  holy  place  from  common  fight.     The  curtain,  XSf.% 
^  it  is  called,  the  veil,  that  parted  the  holy  from  the  inci^ 
holy  place,  was  made  of  the  richeft  ftuiF,  both  for  niaticr 
and  workmanfhip  ;  and  adorned  with  cherubim,,  feftooilb 
and  other  ornaments,  curioufly  embroidered  upon  it.    Tlit 
whole  was  inclofed  on  the  north,  weft,  and  fbuch  fid^ 
;i;irith  a  ,flight  of  boards  of  the  fame  wood,  covered  a|fif 
with  plates  of  gold,  and  fixed  below  and  above  into  {oAa 
or  mortifes  like  the  columns.     Thefe  boards  were  ten  dtt-  .j 
bits  in  length,  and  one  and  half  in  breadth ;  fo  that  that 
were  twenty  on  each  fide,  and  eight  at  the  weft  end.  Thnt 
were,  moreover,    fattened  to  one  another  by  a  fivefiiiF 
row  of  golden  rings,  at  equal  diftance  one  over  the  other, 
five  to  each  board  ;  and  through  thefe  were  run  five  barsdi 
gilt  fhittim-wood,  which  locked  or  unlocked  them  on  tbofe 
three  fides.     As  for  the  eaft  end,  it  had  no  boards,  butw^ 
•flieltered  by  a  veil,  like  that  which  divided  the  two  ^soft-; 
ments,  except  that  this  outward  one  had  no  cherubim -coh 
broidcred  upon  it,  as  the  innermoft  had,;  for  thefe.  wm  ' 
never  expofed  to  public  fight ;  but  it   was  only  adomqi  h 
with  flowers,  leaves,  andfud^-like  embelliihments  of  neede* 
work!?.   How  low  this  curtain  hung,  is  neither  expreiU  -. 
in  the  text,  nor  agreed  about ;  fome  thinking  that  it  aamc 
no  lower  than  five  cubits,  and  afforded  the  people  a  rfeV  ^ 
of  what  was  done  in  the  holy  place  ^  \  others  bdieving  tkrt 

.  *  Exod.  xxvi.  36.      •     '  JotiPH.  tnt.Iib.uLc>6. 
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hcd  the  ground,  and  concealed  it  all  6 ;  which  laft 
more  probable  of  the  two  (S). 

Of 

s  Philo  ap.  Ea&ag.  torn.  li.  lib.  i.  c.  5. 
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fo/epbus  adds,  farther, 
ere  was  another  curtain 
at  which  came  dawn  to 
nndjand  was  to  preferve 
I  the  weather;  being 
)f  ftuff  that  wa9' proof 

rain ;  bat  that  it  was 
ifide  on  the  iabbath,and 
Rivals,  to  give  the  peo- 
view  of  the  inner  one, 
'tin  ornaments.  If  fo,  it 
t  the  fame  time,  expofe 
■X  of  incenfe,caLndleftick, 
public  fight.  PhilOf  on 
trary,  pretends  (3),  that 
aan  was  fuHer^  to  fee 
migdtions  which  were 
aed  within  that  place ; 
efts  being  the  only  per- 
ho.  had  that  privilege. 
ems,at  leaft,more  likely,  • 
t  we  read  of  Zaebariab'% 
g  longer,  than  ufual  in 
y  place,  and  of  the  peo- 
iting  withoat,not  know- 
at  had  happened  to  him 
lowever  that  be,  Mofe4 
efe  two  curtains,or  veils, 
erent  names;  namely^ 
tward  one  by  the  name 
D,  muffakf  which  only 
\  a  covering  I  whereas 
7Zid^  which  divided  the 
om  the  moft  holy  place, 
iflDnD,  paroieti,  from 
which  fignifies  to  taki, 
fcb  aswayy  and,  f^ura- 

to  fret ;  becaufe  it  co- 
he  mercy-feat,  and  kept 
.  public  fight. 

wholis  had  four  different 
igs,  the  two  innermoft 


of  which  were,  by  far,  the  rich- 
efl ;  being  of  a  beautiful  light 
blue  mohair,ftrjped  with  fear  let 
and  purple,  or  crimfbn,  ^nd 
adorned  with  cherubim  (5]. 
The  other  tWo  were  made,' the 
under  one  of  rams  skins,  with 
the  wool  on,  of  fcarlet  dye ; 
and  the  uppermefl  of  all  of 
badgers  skins,  of  a  light  blue. 
Thefe  two  laft  were  intended 
to  preferve  the  other  two  from 
wind  and  rain ;  for  which  rea- 
fon,  they  wer6  made  to  hang 
down  to  the  ground  on  the 
three  fides  that  were  boarded, 
whilft  they  left  the  outward 
veil  open  to  public  view  on  the 
weft  end,  which  was  the  en- 
trance into  that  facred  place. 
The  infide  of  both  thefe  apart- 
ments was  ftill  made  more  aiv- 
ful  by  the  darknefs  thttxeign'd 
in  them;  for  wedotootfind, 
that  there  were-  any  apertures 
made  fo/  the  light :  fo  that  the . 
moft  holy  had  none  but  what 
the  oenfer  gave  it»  when  the 
high-prieft  went  intp.  it  on  ex- 
piation-day. As  for  the  holy 
place,  it  1^  the  golden  candle- 
ftick,  with  a  fufticient  number 
of  branches  to  enlighten  it  in 
the  night.  We  ftiall  follow 
the  Jewfif  lawgiver  no  farther 

.  in  his  fuccin^t  account  of  every 
minute  part  that  compofed  this 
portable  edifice,much  lefsthofe 
whp  have  commented  upon 
him,  the  greateft  p^.rt  of  whom 

.  have  i^iven  fuch  a  foope  to  their 
luxuriant   fancies,    that  they 


Bajkag.  uhifufm 


(4)  tiAt  i.  xu  ^    (5)  iPWvWvU  I,  €?  fiqq. 

H  3  fe«ni 


to)  Itbe  H0^,  af  the.  J ws 

Of  the  mercy 'feat  J  and  ark  of  the  t0im$n 

The  ark,  TT  H  E  S  E  were  the  two  chief  things  that  were  dej 
mndmercy-  ^.  the  moft  holy  place,  and  the  former  was  as 
feat.  or  cover  to  the  latter ;  for  which  reafon  fomc  intcr| 
have  fenfied,  that  this  was  all  that  was  m^t  by  the 
kaphorethy  by  which  Mofcs  calls  it^  But  moft  verfic 
more  properly  render  it  ^c  propitiatory^^  others  the 
r/f^,  ,and  ours  the  mercy-fiat'^  becaufe  God  is  fi 
have  heard  their  prayers,  to  have  delivered  hjs  oracles 
thence,  and  to  dwell  between  the  cherubim  which 
it.  BefideS).  it  is  plain,  that  it  had  a  more  than  or< 
{m&'ity  attributed  to  it,  and  that  it  was  looked  U{ 
the  place  of  God's  inunediats  prefence;  for  whid 
fon  there  were  fuch  fevere  judgments  ihflided  on 
wiio  prefumed  to  approach  it  ^  (T). 

■  ■       •  ■ 

*  LXX.         ^  HiBRON,  Vulgat,  &  al.         »  Vide  i 

TJ*  19*    2  Sam.  vi.  6,  &  ieqq; 

«     .  •     «  ... 

feem  rather  to  have  view^  it '  clofed  the  upper  J>art  t 

with  the  otmoft  nicety^  than    ark,  like  a  rim,  or  ogee*. 

to  have  taken  their  deicription '  the  cherubim,  it  Is  oeruif 

from  him.     We  think  itfuHt-    tkey  were  made  of  gold 

cieat  ftr  us  to  iay,  that  there    whether  folid,  and  oA  c 

was  nothing  wanting  in  it  that    fame  piece,  and  in'  the. 

coald  make  it  rich,  fumptuou^s  '  mould,  with  the  mercy-il 

and  venerable ;   firm,  lading,     fome  yenvs  and  CbriftioM 

and  eafily  moved  (6).  -  ddr  it  (9);  or  only  chafi 

(T)  Mo/is  was  commanded    hammered,    as    the    ori] 

to  make  it  of  pure  gold  (^) ;     which  only  exprcfies  it  h\ 

from  which  we  may  conclude,     dened  gold,  feems  rather 

that  it  was  not  made  of  Ihittim-    timate ;  is  not  worth  difpi 

wood  overlaid  with  gold,  like    It  would,  indeed,  be  men 

the  ark,  ^e  golden  table,  and    terial  to  know  fomethin{ 

other    facred    utcnfils,     TTie    cerning  their  form,    po 

length  of  it  was  two  cubits  and    and    attitude;    but  A»/S 

an  half,  and  the  breadth  one    here,  alfo,  left  us  in  the  < 

cubit  and  an  half;  fo  that  it    except  where  he  fays,  thai 

cxadlly  fitted  the  dimenfions  of    ftretched  oat  tbeir^  winj 

the  ark.    It  was  fixed  with  the    high,  and  covered  the  m 

cherubim    that  overfhadowed    feat  with  then!^  from  ead 

it,  in  a  frame,  or^  as  Ma/es  calk     of  it,  and  faced  one  aao 

it,  a  crown  (8),  not  of  around,     with  their  ^ces  turned  < 

butobloBgfquare  figure,  which     towards  the  mercy-ieat^ 

(6)  Exod,  xxvi,  fer  tot,     (7)  Ibid,  xxt.  I7.     (8)  Ibid,  ver,  11,     (9)  < 
^iir0fb,H,Sal4Ar,MomantTremei,&  el,inUe,vcr,i2*    {10) StcwLn 


VU.       to  the  BabyioniJh  Captivity. 

HE  ark  was  a  fmall  cheft  made  of  fhittiin-wood,  and 
€d  over  with  beaten  gold.  We  have  feen  the  dimen- 
of  its  length  and  breadth,  by  thofe  of  the  niercy- 
its  height  was  equal  to  its  breadth ;  that  is,  one  cu- 
id  an  half.  It  is  called  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  aad 
rk  of  the  teftimony ;  the  firft,  becaufe  it  was  a  fym- 
f  the  covenant  made  between  God  and  his  people, 
ontained  the  two  tables  of  it,  the  pot  of  manna,  and 
j's  miraculous  rod,  which  were  depofited  in  it,  to  be 
many  witnefles  againft  every  deviation  of  theirs.  It 
\n  each  fide  two  gold  rings,  through  which  were  faft- 
the  two  bars,  by  which  it  ufed  to  be  carried  on  the 
s  (houlders  (U). 

Besides 


ivhich  we  may  reafonably 
ide,  that  they  were,  at 
ip  a  kind  of  bowing  po« 

This  attitude,  tho*  not 
irly  exprefled  by  Mo/es, 
yd  further '  evinced,  not 
IS  it  was  the  moil  decent 
sfpe^ful,  but  as  it  feems 
illuded  to  by  the  pfalmift, 
liavingdedared  that  God 
ated  between  the  cheru- 
tad  expreflfed  his  majefty, 
,  and  power,  in  the  two 
ee  verfes  following  adds, 
9te  jour/elves  bejbre  bis 
7  ( 1 1 } .  Neither  is  it  im- 
)te,  that  what  is  faid  of 
looking  down  upon  the 
-feat,  in  a  kind  of  ad- 
;  poUure,  might  give  oc- 
,to  that  beautiful  allufion 
Piter ^  when,  fpeakingof 
rderiesof  our  redemption, 
s.  Which  the  <very  angels 

to  look  intQ[\z),  We 
likewife  give  a  very  pro- 
:enje£iure  of  their  heigh  t, 
be  allowed,  that  their 
»  which  met  about  the 
:  of  the  mercy*-ieat,  did 
^  ufoal  proportioa  to  the 


reft  of.  their  bodies :  but  thefe 
inquiries  are  more  curious  than 
ufeful. 

(U)  Thefe  bars  were  made  of 
the  fame  wood  with  the  ark, 
and,  like  it,overlaid  with  gold  » 
and'  thefe  were  never  to  be  ta- 
ken off.  The  ark,  with  its  co- 
vering, ftood  lengthwife,  and 
not  croiTwife,  as  feme  have 
imagined,  in  the  midft'  of  the 
moft  holy  place.  A&y^j  does  not 
tdl  us  whether  or  no  it  had  ei- 
ther feet,  or  fome  pedeftal,  to 
(land  upon;  and  yet  it  is  hardly 
to  be  fuppofed,  that  iti^ood  up* 
Ofi  the  bire  ground. 

Several  learned  rabbles  have 
a  notion,  that  there  were  twa 
arks,  the  one  made  by  Ma/es^ 
and  the  other  by  Besialeeli 
becaufe  Mofes  is  faid,  in  one 
place,  to  have  made  an  ark  of 
ihittim'-wood,  into  which  he  put 
the  two  tables  of  ftone  (13) ; 
and,  in  another  place,  that  Be- 
zaleel  made  an  ark,and  cover *(l 
it  with  gold  (14],  But  they 
might  as  well  conclude,  that  So-^ 
hmon  built  one  temple,  and  his 
workmen  another^    However^ 


P/,  zcit.  1,  J, 


(it)  S  Pet,  u  lU 


(I  j);  Deiff.  K.  ^ 
thcjr 
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Besides  the  arkj  and  mercy-feat,  there  was  ftjH  Ui  diii 
moft  holy  pUce  the  volume  of  the  law,  which  Mofes  gave, 
the  LeviUs  to  depofit  by  the  fide  of  the  ark* ;  whetheip 
on  the  in  or  out- fide  is  not  agreed,  but  moft  probably  (X^ 
the  latter  t.  However,  as  to  the  book  itfelf,  we  muu  not 
fuppofe,  that  it  was  the  only  Copy,  feeing  it  would  not  have 
been  lawful  for  the  bigh-prieft  to  have  fetched  it  out  and 
in  but  on  expiation-day ;  whereas  the  public  reading  of 
jt  was  to  be  on  the  feaft  of  tabernacles.  We  may  there* 
fore  fuppofe,  with  th^  Jews  (X),  that  there  weire  feveral 
copies  of  it,  and  that  this  prototype  was  thus  carefully 

iireferved  to  prevent  the  reft:  frpm  b^ing  corrupted.     Laft- 
y,  after  the  alk  was  brotlght  back  hatci  thQ  PbiUJlim^ 

^  Deat.  xxxi.  9.  26.       >>  VideP^m.  connedl.  parti  lib. SI 


they  add,  that  iWIp/^jdid  always 
carry  his  owiiy  and  the  priefts 
the  other ;  and  th^t  this  latter, ' 
which  had  in  i^  the  book  of  the 
Iaw>  was  always  carritd  with 
them  when  they  went  to  en- 
gage their  enemies  (15),  ^beH- 
e%ra  endeavours  tQ  con^rm  this 
opinion^  by  what  is  faid  in  Jo-! 
Jhua  of  the  diilance  that  was  to 
l>e  kept  betnueen  the  people  and 
it  (the  ark)  (16).  He  pretends, 
that  the  pronoun  //  is  in  the 
plural  in  the  original ;  and  that 
the  wor4s  fiiould  be  tranflated, 
Between  ytu  and  them^  that  is, 
the  two  arks  ( 17).  Bnt,  befides 
that  his  criticiim  has  no  foun- 
dation,bat  on  the  different  read- 
ing of  the  Mav^rites^  and  that 
groanded  on  the  difpated  autho- 
rity of  the  points ;  we  have 
elfewhere  feen,  that  the  plural 
is  ibmetim^s  ufed  tp  exprefs  th^ 
excellency  of  a  thing :  fo  (hat 
we  fee  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  two 
arks,  from  either  of  thefe  ar- 
guments; and  yet  feme  Chri- 


ilians  have  given  into  that  opif^ 
nion(i8). 

(X)  They  tell  us,  tha^  thne 
were  thirteen  copies  of  it,  ok 
for  each  tribe,  an4  one  to  be 
preferved  in  the  ark.    There  ii  \ 
nothing  improbable  in  all  thii} 
but  there  is  one  particolaritr    « 
they  add,  which  is  not  onite  w'  . 
clear  ;  namely,  that,  after  tlie  , 
biiilding  of  the  temple,  thislaft*. 
was  taken  out  of  the  fandoaryi 
and  depofited  in  the  treafury  of 
the  temple ;  and  that  it  was  this 
Volume  which  was  found  there  ' 
by  the  high-prieft  Hilkiah,  ii  ' 
the  reign  of  Jofiab  (19).    Bat 
if  the  latter  be  true,  it  is  moit 
likely,  that  it  was  taken  oot  of 
the  ian^uary,  and  repofited  in 
fome  fuch  private  place,  to  pre- 
vent its  undergoing  the  fart 
fate  that  all  otner  copies  hi(| 
done,  during  the  wicked  rd  ni 
o(  Amman  and  Manaffes^  thui 
that  it  was  removed  thence  ia 
Svlomon'^s  time,  without  any  Qe-' 
ceiCty,or  command  from  Goq, 


(15)  Naehman,  Kimebi,  Zacbut,  Gf"«/.    f^ijg  Bafnav*  uhi fup,    (j6).yUk 
ill.  4.  fJjJ  Ahenex,  in  Dent,  x.  (i8)  Goofyv^  fif  Hotting.  «£r  &. 

Pilfert,  de  tahfrm^eul.  ^.  13.  ^19]  2  Kinp  xxii.  8,  ^  /r^.     %  cint^ 

iaaof^  14,  6r/ff|     Fide  Kimcb.  in  he,  Q  Bafnag,  ubifitp^  «.  8, 

*  thcjF. 
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tiicy  depofited  the  little  cheft  with  the  golden  mice  and 
cmrods,  not  in  it,  but  by  the  fide  of  it «.  , 

The  utenfils  in  the  holy  place  were,  i,  The  altar  of 
fncenfe.  2.  The  golden  candleftick.  And,  3.  Thq  table- 
of  fhew-bread. 

|.  The  altar  of  pcurfume  Is  fometimes  called  the  golden 
altar,  becaufe,  though  it  was  made  all  of  (hittim-wood,* 

Eit  was  fo  well  covered  over  with  that  metal,  that  it 
ked  like  a  folid  piece  of  gold,     1%  is  alfo  called  the  inner  . 
altar,  to  difUnguifb  it  from  that  of  bumt«^fierings,  which 
flood  without  the  tabernacle.    Its  ufe  was  twofold,  name-^ 
ly,  to  burn  incenfe  morning  and  night,  as  we  hinted  elie* 
where,  and  to  be  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  the  facriiiceSf 
which  were  offered  for  fms  of  ignorance  committed  eidier 
by  particular  priefts,  or  by  all  the  people  in  general  ^.    It 
was  one  cubit  fquare,  and  two  cubits  hkh,  fo  that  the 
iinoke  had  ftill  eight  cubits  to  afcend.     Two  bars  of  th^ 
iame  wood  covered  with  gold,  and  put  through  four  eold 
rin^,  fervid  to  carry  it  about,  like  the  ark ;  only  && 
might  b^  t^keji  off,     There  was  a  golden  crown  or  orna*. 
metit  like  an  ogee  rounc]  the  top  of  it,  and  four  horns  00. 
the  four  corners  (Y),  likewife  covered  with  gold.     The 
main  difBdulty.  is  how  to  underftand  what  is  meant  by  the 
top.or  roof  of  its,  and  how  it  could  bp  ordered  fo  as  to 

i 

«  I  Sam.  VI.  8c  alib. .       ^  Vid.  Levit,  iv.  3»  &  7,  ijilr  r8. 
I  Exod.  XXX.  3,  in  tbo  margin. 

.  (Y)   It  is  fcarce  worth  in-  who  think  them  to  have  been 

fairing  after  the  varioos  forms  in  ihape  hke  the  horns  of  an  m 

literpreters  have  given  to  thofe  or  ram»  may  as  probably  guefs 

maments  (18}.  What  is  worth  right ;  fince  any  of  thefe  forms 

Qbferving  to  our  Englijh  readers  might  anfwer  the  pnrpofes  for 

11^  that  the  word  pp,  kertn^  which    they  feem  intended ; 

iffo&t&tv^itxanhwn^Qtaray  namely,  in  this  ihiaU  one  for 

tfUgbti  from  which,  perhaps,  the  greater  eaie  and  fteadineft 

li  Cmueus  obferyes,  thofe  rays  in    moving  and    carrying  it 

irrhich  fbone  about  Mq/es*s  &ce  about;  and  in  the  great  one 

|b&y  eaiily  have   be^  tranf-  fpr  tying  the  vidims  to  thekn,- 

formed    into  horns :    fo  that  according  to  the  allufion  of  the 

thefe,  on  the  corners  of  the  al-  p&lmift  (19) ;   and,    perhaps, 

tars,  might,  probably,  be  no-  likewife,  to  hang  the  flagons  of 

thiug  elfe  but  ornaments  re-  wine  on^  which  ufually  acoom<* 

feflAbiing,  in  feme  meafure,  the  panied  thofe  facrifices  (20). 
faysof  thefun.  However,thofe 

(18)  nilalpand.  An,  Montan,  Q  «/•        (^9)  Pf  «▼!»»•  *?•      C*o)  ^'** 


|0d  Tbe  Hifiory  of  the  Jtm 

bear  the  heat  of  the  bdrning  coals,  without  bumin 
yiood  throui^h  the  gold  that  overlaid  it  (2). 
•  Thr  author  of  the  fccond  book  of  Maccabees  tell 
that  Jtrmiahy  feeing  the  captivity  approaching,  tobi 


? 


(Z)  'This  Km  induced  St. 

iWM,  and  others,  to  tranflate 
at  a  ^rmtg^  through  which  tbe' 
Csudi  coals  and  a&es  fell  to  the 
bottom  (21)  i  but  theoonftra* 
Aion  of  the  altar  is  incompa- 
tible with  it.  J9j\ffim  calb  it  a 
gglden  fire^beartk,  which  is  e* 
^ualty  liable  to  chc  iaine  incoo  - 
i^Qiueiico  *  ui^^  v\  e  fuppcfe  it 
to  have  been  of  more  chun 
cpmxaon  thicknefi.  The  duS- 
Culty  is  ilill  greater  with  rcipec^ 
IP.  tW  altar  of  burnc-o&riog?, 
whijch»  iho^  aaaide  of  the  Qoie 
wood,  and  only  covered  wi:h 
cilp^«  did  yec  bear  a  ntuch 
sore  iiicenle  beat,  by  reatbnor 
thr  ^reac  nunicer  of  vidiini 
waicA  were  burnc  coittbndy 
upon  iw.  Li  Cere  liacn  o&rr^ 
twi  «4>$  (/r  iciviiig  this  diHi- 
C'iity,  either  by  uppodng  ihe 
jjicc  i:  ihic  covered  it  ^^  be  vcrv 
tinitfit,  or  "Mz  :iie  .hiccm  was 
tA«  lamc  %Mich  ilie  .urrx  qi  yi^ 
,r»ijsuj^  yf^m^ik  wa:»  an  iccuixt-' 
buibbic  vtfoou  1^,  ;  and.  lie- 
oame  iie  rbuna  zsic  nn\  ibiucion 
xu  iae  imiuRuenCy  iw  puuiiiiied 
■^  Jioic  ulJier^aLiin^  :o  urove  :11c 
})ffuiMpiaty  ji  uiia  .Alter  .  *  y, : 
one  me  :ui»ibr«une  s  tiisic  mc 
iMve  -loiufiiucnc  :ciciixiony  drdr. 
^/  i'uch  wooa.am  >row  iir  .tie 
TicighU^arflocQ  01  Jumt^  or, 
ilMwd,  in  Armffia.  We  ihall 
4piahk  ;M^  :he  latter  altar  oy 
4ttd-£^.  As  tor  Cfkis  os'  inceme, 
i^i^^nm   :e«ms  ui  iiavct  touod 


out  the  befl  expedient  < 
the  ye^vtj^  rabbieSy  by 
pofing  that  the  burning 
were  not  fet  apon  the  al 
felf,  but  upon  a  cenfer 
cbafing-difh:  whicbconj 
he  ba^s  by  a  text  or 
where  fuch  ceciers  are 
nunded  to  be  filled  with 
and  fee  opon  ciie  altar 
Ho-.ve\-er,  it  the  readers 
icruple  to  admit  of  chek 
buc  tUppo'ngy  tiia£  tiiis  ^ 
top,  cr  rocf,  wicii  it:  era 
ft'jjne,  W2S  lb  axed,  2s  tc 
fci-ne  im^H  diibince  abo 
altar  itieif,  and  die  woe 
be  3ut  ^r  ianger  cf  being 
cnou^a  it  aad  ooc  been  01 
w-cn  go  id  ;  oecauie  the 
naciri^-y  ^ic-jads.  The 
t:cii  or  :c  :s  aoc  dear 
xxz,  ^viiich  ULV5,  tJiar  . 
:»  .\-JLn\i  aensre  mc  .'ed 
jinvinu.  via  :s  oniv* 
.ijilo  v^,  piacKsit  jct'vci 
canultzhcc  xna  :ne  tai 
ibe'v-oresa  ici,  Vc  ( 
cuucmuicr  .c,  ina  'ct  -ve  • 
:nu.c  .1  :.ie  ^nnulsicicij: 
ptacru  :n  3c  aiiait,  vr 
uie  pToptxeir  tstiXB  :or  11 
:ntt  Jincr  •.'Vfj.  Vu:cxi 
near  Jt  :ne  ameronn,  h 
^lu  Ji^ms^.  luc  jn  ^bcj 
mu  ^c  1  ::tie  uiit£.Ece  uti 
c  ..nu  :£e  :iues  or'  :ne 
liJLit^  :i  vouid  je  nore  . 
JJ21&  -.0  :ne  rtues  m  :  Vms 


ai  I.    xvk  :z.   .Vva.  xvi.  6^  7. 
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The,  Goldeh  Candlestic. 


C.  VII.       to  tbi  Bahylomtti  Captivity.  ^oj 

altar  and  the  ark  of  God  to  mount  Ndo^  and  hid  them  ' 
in  a  cave  there,  and  flopped  the  door  fo  clofe,  that  it  could 
not  afterwards  be  found  o.  The  Talmudifts  give  a  difier- 
ent  account  of  it,  namely,  that  yofiah^  havii^  been  admo- 
nifhed  \>y  fome  prophets,  that  all  the  precious  veilels  of  the 
iknduary  would  be  carried  away  to  Babyhrij  depoiited  the 
ixily  fire,  the  ark,  the  pot  of  manna,  AarotC^  rod,  and'thc 
br^-plate  of  urim^  and  this  altar  df  incenfe  in  a  fubter- 
lanean  place,  which  Solomon^  from  the  fame  forecaft,  had 
caufed  to  be  built,  with  fuch  extreme  care  and  privacy,  that, 
at  the  return  from  the  captivity,  they  could  never  be  found, 
nof  ever  will  be,  if  we  believe,  the  /m/f,  till  the  coming  of 
the  Messiah.  One  thing,  indeed^  feems  reafonabk  to 
fuppofe,  that  if  they  had  been  carried  to  Babylon^  with  the 
rdl  of  the  facred  utenfils  of  the  temple,  they  would  have 
been  alfo  reflored  to  them ;  but  we  fuid,  on  die  contrary^^ 
that  they  were  forced  to  make  them  hew  ones  at  their  re^ 
rUm,  whatever  became  of  the  old  P. 

2«  Th9  candl^ick  was  by  far  the  richefl  piece  in  the 
irliole  fanftuary,  feeing  it  weighed  3,  taiept,  not  the  cOm-t 
tton,  but  that  of  the  fan/fhiaryj  and  w^  made  from  top 
3  bottom  of :  pure  beaten  gdd,  all  of  a  piece,  without 
>int  or  folder^    Its  bafe,  or  foot,  or,  as  the  original' words 
:,  its  thigh,  becaufe  it  probably  refembled  an  inverted  one, 
ad  a  trunk  over  it,  out  of  which  proceeded  fix  branches, 
iree  on  each  fide,  and  this  lafl;  ihade  the  feventh  in  die 
liddle.     Thefe  branches  were  adt>mcd  with  cups,  knops, 
id  flowers,  alternate  and  equidifbnt;  and  on  the  top  of 
Lch  was  fixed  a  lamp,  fhaped  Ifke  ah  almond^  which  might 
;  taken  on  or  off,  asoccafxon  ferved  «*,  and  in  them  were 
it  the  oil,  aod  the  wick,  or  cotton.     The(e  had  their 
tngs,  or  fnu&rs,  to  draw  the  cotton  in  or  out,  and  fnuii^ 
pies,  to  receive  the  fparks  and  filth  that  fell  fronx  the 
ijl^ffi.  All  thefe  were  of  pure  gM  alfo.   It  was  the  priefl'a 
iflnefs  in  waiting  every  evenings  at  the  time  of  incenfe, 
>  gQ  in  and  light  them,  and  about  the  fame  time  in  the 
ornihg  to  put  them  out,  to  clean  and  replenifh  them  *(Z}» 

3.  The 

•  Ch.  ii.  1,  &  feqq.  ^  Vid.  Buztorf  de  arc.  c.  21,  22.  R. 
iCKUT.  Prid.  conn.  part.  i.  lib..iii.  Cuvx,  Basmag.  &  al. 
£xod.  XXV.  31,  &  feqq.  '  Comp.  Exod.  %xv,  37,  with 

um.  iv.  9.  #  Comp.  ver.  16,  with  £xod.  xxx.  8.  Levit. 

dv.  2.  1  Sam.  iii.'3.  ' 

(Z)  As  to  the  height  of  it,  fbme  have  lowered  it  to  the 
j/fs  has  not  mentioned  aay  level  of  the  altar  of  incenfe, 
iDg  about  it  I  fb  that,  whilft    which  would  have  caft  bat  an 

imper&d 


loS  The  H^ory  of  ibe  Jews  R I 

WalU  of  :  3.  The  table  of  fhcw-brcad.  We  have  fpoken  of  the 
/bt^-  bread  ^Ifewhere  :  as  for  the  table  on  which  it  was  fet,  it' 
head.  was  made  of  the  fame  wood,  and  covered  with  gold  liie 
the  ark :  it  was  two  cubits  long,  one  cubit  broad,  and  ont 
and  half  high  :  it  had  a  golden  border^  or  crown,  which, 
may  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  kind  of  rim  round  it,  like  that  of 
our  tea-tables  ^.  It  was  alfo  of  pure  gold,  and  might  have 
an  ogee,  or  fome  fuch  ornament,  about  it  (A). 

4«  The 

*  Exod.  XXV.  23,  &  fcqq. 


imperied  light,  efpecially  on 
the  table  of  ihew-bread,  where 
the  loaves  ftood  one  upon  an- 
other; others  have  carried  it 
up  to  the  height  of  five  cubits, 
which  is  a  worfe  extreme,  fince 
it  moft  not  only  have  required 
a  ladder,  or .  fteps,  to  have 
reached  it,  but,  it  being  the 
lialf  of  the  height  of  the  place, 
the  fmokeof  it  would  (bcm  have 
fuUied  and  fpoiled  therich  cur* 
tains  0ver  head :  it  is  there- 
fore more  reaibnable  to  fiip- 
pofe  it  of  fuch  an  height,  that 
a  man  might  eafily  reach  the 
top  of  it,  that  is,  about  fix  feet 
high.  We  are  likewife  left  to 
gilds  at  its  ihape,  breadth,  fitu- 
ation,  and  feveral  other  parti- 
culars ;  in  which  every  com- 
mentator thinks  he  has  hit  bet- 
ter than  his  brethren  ( 1 ) ;  for 
which  rcafon  we  fhall  follow 
them  no  longpr  in  the  dark. 
1(  may  not,  however,  be  amiis 
hfsre,  to  fiiy  fomething  of  the 
ej]  that  entertained  thefe  bmps ; 
and  this,  the  text  tells  us,  wa^ 
to  be  the  purefl  virgin  oil  of 
olives,  with  which  the  land  of 
Canaan  abounded  very  much, 
as  ^e  have  feen  in  the  geogra- 
phy of  it :  and  indeed,  none 
biU  fuch  would  have  been  fit 


to  burn  in  that  place,  when 
the  furniture  was  10  exquifitdjr 
rich.  We  (hall  only  add,  thac^ 
after  the  building  of  the  tem- 
ple, Solomon^  innead  of  one^ 
placed  toi  candlefticks  in  the 
holy  place,  all  of  the  &me  me^ 
tal,  with  their  other  appurte- 
nances (2)  i  but  whether  that 
of  Mofes  was  qne  of  the  nimhi 
her,  or  made  the  eleventh,  » 
not  certain  i  the  latter  feemi 
the.  more  probable  of  the  tnob 
becaufe  the  holy  place  hem 
being  confiderably  larger  lijaa/ 
that  of  the  tabernade,  and  ad 
the  veflels  being  made  (bao* 
cordingly,  it  is  likely  that  the 
candlefticks  did  bear  thefiune' 
proportion ;  in  which  cafe  the 
old  one  would  not  have  been 
uniform  with  the  reft.  But 
whether  it  was  new  caft,  or  re- 
pofited  in  the  treafury  of  the . 
temple,  or  what  became  ofit» 
is  uncertain. 

(A)  Mo/es  feems  to  intimate, 
in  another  verfe,  fomething 
like  a  fecond  crown,  or  rim, 
though  fome  take  it  to  be  the 
feme  with  the  former  ;  but  it 
is  more  like)y  that  it  was  a 
lower  one,  wnich  went  round 
the  four  feet  near  the  bottom, 
and  kept  them  ileady.     To 


(1)  Vidt  int*  mi,  Jofefh,  uhi  fup*  Hierni,  An.  Mont,  Vittalpani.  Cm. 
fiifuag,  ^iiia,  &  ah  (2)  f  ip0fi  vii.  49..   2  C^roe.  iv.  7. 

the 
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The  court  of  the  tabernacle,  with  itsutenfils,  is  the  Court  tf 
ng  we  have  to  fpeak  ot     The  court  was  an  obkm?  the  tatitr*' 
,  I oo  cubits  long,  and  50  broad,   inclofed  on  a&naclt, 
I  eaft  fide,   which  had  an  opening  of  20  cubits  for 
efts  and  Levitts^  and  people,  to  go  in  and  out  with 
fFerings.     This  inclofure  was  not  defigned  to  conceal 
was  done  in  the  court,  fince  the  curtains,  that  fur* 
jd  it,  were  made  of  a  kind  of  net,  or  point- work, 
;h  which  even  the  heathens  might  have  a  view  of  it. 
curtains,  which  Mofez  therefore  calls  by  a  particular 
(C),  to  diftinguifh  them  from  thofe  or  the  tabcrna- 
^rhofe  ufe  was  of  a  different  nature,  were  fuppoited 
ir  flights  of  pillars,  probably  of  fhittim-wood,  widi 

»per  rim  were  faflened  fet  all  the  other  atenfils  apoa 

;old  rings,  two  on  each  (6)  ;  and  Jofefjms  fays,   that 

krough  which  the  bars  thtre  were  as  many  more  of 

put  that  ferved   for  its  different  nakei  and  fizes,  at 

re.     On  the  top  there  ferved  to  hold  20,000  ctfps,  and 

befides  the  two  rows  of  other  vefiels  of  gold,  and  twke 

oaves,  feme  pots,  or  cha-  that  number  of  £lver  ones  (7). 
fhes,  of  gold,  in  which         (C)  The  word  here  ufed  is 

cenfe  ufed  to  be  burnt,  V^p  ielegb,  which  figniB^  ei- 

sveral  other  fmaller  uten-  ther  a  ilmg,  or  a  net,  or  open 

hich  ferved  for  inferior  work   (8),  probably    becsuiib 

\  this  holy  place  (3) ;  but  ilings»  with  which  tbtjr  flon^ 

all  not  dwell  on  them,  th^ir  ftones,  had  the  bottom 

being  almoft  as  many  dif-'  made  of  ibme  fach  kind  of  opdi 

opinions  about  the  figni-  net-work.  For  this  xeaibn,  the 

ns  of  their  names,  their  Chaidft  paraphraft  tranflace^it 

and  ufes,  as  there  are  grate,  or  crib-work  ;  in  which 

reters.     This  table  w^  he  is  followed  by  the  genera- 

^ards  changed  for  another  lity  of  Ch^iftian   interpreters 

\nnon  (4).    Joftphus  tells  (9).     Some  rabbies  add  to  it  a 

I,  that  it  was  larger  than  fiooriihing  of  all  forts  of  leaf 

d  one,  probably  to  sAifwer  and  fbwer-work  ( i  o)  s  but  they 

rgenefa  of  the  place.  The  all  agree,  that  the  ground  was 

•r  of  the  book  of  Cbroni-  open  and  tranfparent;  fo  that 
idds,  that  he  made  ten    thf^e  hangings  mighty  in  fome 
»  five  on  the  north,  and    meafore,  refemble  a  piece  of 
Ml  the  fouth  fide  of  the    point,  or  lace. 
place*  which  ferved  to 


.  .   ifub  voc,  yt^n.    '  (9)  lu  S 

Qiufi,  ^  4i4  (10}  Kimff.  in  rU  ^  «/. 

brafs 


1 
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brafs  pedeftals,  or  fockets ;  and  adorned  with  filver  iiUetii 
or  rather  chapiters,  for  fuch  they  were  •  (A). 

Thus  the  whole  court  had  a  circuit  of  300  cufai#^ 
Thofe  therefore  who  fuppofe  that  the  curtain,  iK^iidi  ] 
furrounded  it,  was  one  intire  piece,  feem  not  to  confidtf 
what  a  laborious  task  it  would  have  been  to  the  Gerjhmh 
4t£s  to  have  folded  or  rolled  it  up  ;  befides,  the  text,  fpeak- 
ing  all  along  of  them  in  the  plural  number,  fhews  thai 
theie  were  more  than  one  or  two^.  However,  thoiig|h. 
this  court  bore  the  fame  proportion  with  the  tabernadei 
and  the  four  fides  ran  parallel  to  it,  yet  is  not  the  tabema* 
cle  to  be  fuppofed  to  have  flood  in  the  centre  of  it.  There 
was  no  neceffity  for  the  area  on  the  weft  end  to  be  of  tU 
fame  extent  with  that  on  the  eaft,  becaufe  we  do  not  read 
of  any  confiderable  utenfils  placed  in  it ;  whereas  tUi 
'  latter  had  the  altar  of  burnt-offerings,  the  laver,  and  fcfc*. 
ral  other  things,  of  which  we  are  going  now  to  fpeak  5  A 
that,  though  Mofes  haia  not  left  us  the  dimenfions  of  eitbcTi 
this  laft  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  of  equal  length  with  M 
breadth,  that  is,  fifty  feet  fquare ;  and,  indeed,  lefs  thaii 
that  fpace  could  hsn-dly  fuffice  for  all  the  work  that  wal. 
done  there,  and  the  multitude  of  utenfils  that  were  ufol 
in  it,  fince  it  was  the  only  place  in  which  all  the  vi^tinq 
were  (Iain,  and  both  they,  and  all  other  kind  of  offerings 
were  brought  and  oferea  up  (B). 

Thbrb 
^  VideExod.  xxxviii.  28.    ^Ibid.  xxvii.  ver.  9;  io»  12,  ^^'H^  |^ 

(A)  A&  for  their  height,  as  and  for  holding  the  hangiflgl 

I^/ifs  has  faid  nothlDg  of  it,  tight,  than  a  round  one.  Thq^ 

authors  have  conjedurcd  it  va-  were  fifty-fix  in  number,  twentf 

riouily,  from  ten  to  five  cubits ;  on  each  fide,  ten  at  the  wei« 

but  as  the  defign  of  them  was  and  fix  at  the  eaft  end,  befidd 

only  to  fupport  the  curtains,  thofe  which  fupported  the  Uoi 

and  to  fiinder  the  approach,  and  curtain  which  covered  the  » 

not  the  view  of  the  tabernacle^  trance  of  the  courts  whkklMI 

ttie  lafl  feems  the  mofi  rational,  of  a  fiue  &y-blae,  flomriflMl^ 

it  being,  the  height  that  J^o/e-  and  was  made  eilher  to  dia#> 

phus  aifigns,  as  well  as  that  of  on  either  fide,  cxr  talift  op  » tl0 

the  curtains ;    only   we  may  tex(  doth  not-  &y  wbidii,  hrf 

reafoQably  fuppofe,    that  the  the7^ibeliey€thekMav(i>); 
filver  chapiters  did  rife  above        (B)  For  this  reafon  it  is  dit 

the  curtain.     We  are  likewiie  puted,  both  among'  ite  Jliflvi 

left  to  guefs  at  their  figure,  only  and  Chriftians,    whech<er  tM 

^  fquare  one  may  reafonably  be  people  who  brought  t&c  yib*^ 

fuppofed  fitter  both  for  carriage,  tims  were  fuSered  to  enter  in- 

(xx)  Ex9d,  xxvii.  9.  ad/iit^ 


ERE  have  been  alfo  various  conjectures  concerning 
ifon  of  its  fituation,  and  facing  of  the  weft,  which 
ill  not  dwell  upon  :  the  beft  we  meet  with  from  the 
is,  that  it  was  done  in  oppofition  to  the  heathen^ 
rorfhiped  towards  the  riling  fun.  As  for  the  myfti- 
erpretations  of  fome  Chriftian  divines,  they  are  out 
prefent  province, 

£  altar  of  burnt-ofFerlngs  was  placed,  aswehaveob^^//^^  c/ 
before,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  court ;  and  onemay^rif/-^ 
e  it  to  have  ftood  at  fuch  a  convenient  diftance  homferingr. 
>ernacle,  that  neither  the  fmoke  of  its  conftant  fire, 
at  of  the  viiSlms  which  were  burned  upon  it,  might 
;e  its  outward  veil.     This  altar  is  aUb  called  the  o\it^ 
to  diftinguifli  it  from  that  of  incenfe,  which  was 
.  the  fancStuary,   We  have  already  ta^^  noticte^  that 
made  of  ihittim-wood,  and  covered  over  with  bra(s« 
i  five  cubits  fquare,  and  three  cubits  high ;  and  be- 
lt was  portable,   like  the  other,  it  had  foui  braft 
through  which  the  two  bars  were  put,  by  which  it 
irried  upon  the  priefts  fhoulders.     It  had  four  hom^ 
four  corners,  of  d^e  fame  wood,  and  covered  with 
ne  metal,  but  whofe  fliape  is  equally  unccrtara  with 
)f  the  other  altar.     In  the  cavjty  of  it,  which  proba^ 
ent  through,  and  may  be  fuppofed  as  capacious  a» 
jnefs  of  the  altar  will  admit,  was  hung,  by  four  bmfi 
a  crofs-bar  grate,  which  reached  down  to  the  mid- 
the  cavity,  and  through  which  the  aihes  fell.    Thii^ 
•  be  placed  under  that  part  which  is  generally  rendered 
mpafs  of  the  altar  b;  but  is  variouily  underftood»  or. 
fanfied,  in  order  to  fave  the  wood  f^om  being  con*. 

^  £xod.2Xvli,  i>  5,  U  feqq. 

in  Older  to  lay  dieir  former  be  admitted^  it  maft  b» 

OA  tbe  heads  of  the  vie-  owned^  tkat  they  muft  hav» 

ind  to  ilay  the  whole  been  very  much  crouded  at 

f  the  cei«mony,  as  the  feme  particoUr  ieafons.    Yf^ 

of  the  law  feeau  to  re-  need  not  add,  that  the'  bra6 

ar»  whether  th^  were  Aakcs  aod  cordages  4iU  roood, 

e.  fay  the  prieib.  ov  Idr  witkin  as  well  as  without,  and 

It  the  entrance  into  the  defigned   ta  ftcare  both  the 

and,  haying  fBcfbrmrd  court  and  the  tabernacle  from . 

emony  of  iflspofitioo  of  fiorms  and  winds,  took  op  a, 

4pl  fionfeflbn   of  fias  good  deal  of  room;  fo  that  they 

did  go  to  behold  the  re-  muft  have  had  (bme  regahttioii 

T  of  it,  from  the  open-  touching  the  number  of  perfons 

r  the  indofiure.    If  the  t»  be  admitted  at  a  time. 

fuimed 
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Ihmed  within  the  copper-work.     We  (hall  content  our- 
felvcs  With  giving  dur  readers,  in  the  margin,  the  moA 
probable  and  approved  conje<fture,  which  is  that  ^f  tl^f  . 
author  of  the  dtjir  tat  ions  upon  fhe  pentateuch  *  (E).  •  ■. 

*  It  was  on  this  altar  tha!  the  (acred  fire,  which  defcendet  '; 
from  heaven  at  the  cbrifecration  of  the  tabernacle,  was  ti  ' 
be  continually  kept.  If  it  be  afked  how  this  could  be  done  i 
in  their  marched,  when  this  and  all  other  utenfils  wen  J 
•wrapped  up  in  feveral  coverings,  the  uppermoft  of  whick  ^ 
was  of  badgers  (kins,  without  either  burning  thofe  cover-; 
ings,  or  cxtinguifhing  the  fire,  we  need  not  have  reoomfl 


—  —  ■* 

'*  Saurin'5  difcours  fur  le  pentat.  difc.  Iiv. 


f 


(E)  He  fuppgfes  the  cavity 
of  the  altar  to  have  been  about 
feven  feet  and  an  half  wide, 
from  (ide  to  fide,  and  the  (hit- 
tim-wood  to  have  been  covered 
with  brafs,  within  as  well  as 
withoat.  The  crofs-bar  grate 
)ie  fuppofes  to  have  been  a  vef- 
{t\f  made  in  the  mod  conve- 
nient form  to  receive  and  keep 
up  the  fire,  which  was  con- 
^ntly  fupplied  with  frefh  wood, 
and  to  have  been  hung  about  a 
fbot  deep  within  the  cavity.  As 
for  the  careoby  which  we  ren- 
der the  compafs,  or  circuit,  he 
thinks  that  it  was  another  cop- 
per veffel,  whofe  form  he 
leaves  to  the  difcretion  of  the 
reader,  capacious  enough  to 
contain  the  fiefh  of  the  vidims, 
which  were  to  be  confomed 
upon,  or  in  it.  This  veilel  be- 
ing likewjfe  fufpended  by  four 
brafs  rings  over  the  grate,  at  a 
convenient  diftance,  was  confe- 
quently  furrounded  by  the  con- 
tinual flames  from  below,  and 
might  confume  al}  that  was  in 
it  in  a  very  little  time,  without 
endangering  the  wood  of  which 
the  altar  was  made ;  and  both 


the  carcob  and  the  grate,  be« 
ing  thus  fufpended,  mieht  W 
eafily  taken  on  and  off,  whoh' 
ever  the  altar  was  to  be  deaidl 
or  tranfported.     Thus  far  oaf  | 
authoc ;  the  reader  may  fee  lui  | 
reafons  for  thefe  fuppofitiQiii  ip  \ 
the  original ;  to  which  we  naef^  1 
venture  to  add,  that  the  whok  -i 
might    be  fo  artificially  cvh  ^ 
trived,  that  the  fleih  beu^  to  J 
embraced  on  all  fides,   i;^  fr   ' 
fierce  and  conflant  fire,  and  dut. 
by    the   circumambient    air, 
might  concentre  the  heat  t9  ^ 
fuch  a  degree,  as  to  confaiqe  '\ 
every  paiticle,  and  yet  be  ii-    i 
tirely  free  from  that  ofienfife    . 
ime!l  which  fuch  quantities  flf 
flefh  and  fat  muft  have  necefi* 
rily  caufed.    But  this  we  fUb*    : 
mit  to  our  readers,  and  till- 
only  add,  that  we  haire  ftOf*  • 
both  in  France  and  HMmit*'' 
fuch  kinds  of  hearths,  madeil'- 
the  form    of  a  chafing-dil^ 
which  would  confume  the  SBoi 
fetid,  as  well  as  the  moft  odofir 
ferotts  materials,  without  jaA;*^ 
ing  either  finoke  or  iindl  bt"iJ 
yond  the  limitii  of  itt  focus* 


# 
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to  miracles^  as  the  rabbies  do  here  and  every- where  elfe 
(G).  We  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  the  carcoh^  or  veffd 
'  vhich  held  the  fire,  and  was  to  be  taken  off  when  they  re- 
I  moved,  was  carried  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  preferve  fire 
fttough  to  kindle  a  greater  one,  when  occaiion  required, 
i  iBon  the  morning  and  evening  facrifice. 

^  The  brazen  laver  is  the  laft  confiderable  utenfil  that  was ^^  Z^^^'i 
'•  Jd  the  court  of  the  tabernacle.  It  was  conveniently  fituate^'*'*'^^ 
ktween  the  eaft  end  of  it  and  the  altar  of  bui'nt-offerings. 
kfhape  and  capacioufnefs  not  being  mentioned  hjMofes^yrt 
on  affirm  nothing  certain  about  them.  Its  ufe  was  twofold. 
Firft,  it  ferved  for  the  priefts  to  wa(h  their  hands  and  feet, 
who  were  exprefly  forbid,  'under  fevere  penalties,  to  pre- 
fume  upon  any  part  of  their  function  till  they  had  per- 
fomied  that  ceremony  ™.  Secondly,  to  wafh  the  entrails 
and  legs  of  the  viflims  n.  Some  Jews  fanfy,  that  there  was 
another  rdTervoir  of  water  for  this  laft  ufe  o^  which  is  not  im- 


•  £xod.  XXX.  19,  &  feqq. 
*  Vide  KimCh.  in  loc. 

>*  (G)  It  is  by  the  fame  mira- 
Qdous  power  that  they  pretend 
k  was  preferved  againft  violent 
iNriads  and  rains,  to  which  the 
lltar  was  expofed,  by  (landing 
Id  fuch  an  open  place ;  but  we 
inay  more  reafonably  fuppoie, 
t&at  they  took  proper  means 
to  ihelter  it  from  both,  fuch  as 
Mofis  might  leave  to  their  dif- 
Cretion.     We    need  not    tell 
our  readers  how  early  this  fa- 
cired  fire  was  in  ufe  among  the 
Cbaldians  and  Perfiansy  from 
whom  it  pafTed  to  the  Greeks, 
Rgmans,  and  other  nations.  It 
was  called,  in  the  old  Perjtc, 
Orifmada,  which  ibme  critics 
pretend  to  be  derived  from  the 
Mibrrw  words  urim  ejb  yah, 
Ught  and  fire  of  God,  or  from 
«r  ^  men  yah,  light  and  fire 
'from  OoD ;  and  from  thence 
•infer,  that  they  had  this  cullom 
from  theT^/  (i):  but  that  is 


n  Vide  Levit.  xxii.  iS,  &feqq. 

what  we  will  not  venture  to 
warrant.  As  for  the  Jewijh 
one,  we  read  in  the  Maccabees 

iz),  that,  at  the  approach  of 
lebuchadnexzar  toward^  Jeru-- 
faUm,  the  prophet  Jeremiah^ 
with  fome  other  prieib,  took  it 
from  the  altar,  and  went  and 
hid  it  in  the  bottom  of  a  dry 
well ;  and  that,  at  the  return 
from  the  captivity,  Nebemiak 
ient  fome  of  their  grandchildren 
to  the  well,  who  brought  him 
fome  dirty  water  inilead  of  fire  1 
but,  upon  his  pouring  it  upon 
the  altar^  it  immediately  blazed 
into  a  clear  flame ;  which  was 
kept  afterwards  till  the  deUr  uc  - 
tion  of  the  fecond  temple.  This 
ftory  is  like  wife  apocryphal,  but 
Xh&JeHAjs  believe  it;  only  they 
compare  this  fecond  fire  to  a 
dog,  whereas  the  firfli  they  fay, 
was  like  a  lion  (3). 


(a)  Bafnagt  ex  Cunao^  torn*  u.  lib,  i.  r*  14. 
(^  fifq»  li*  I,  ^  Jtjq.  (3)  -^*  Zaccutb,  ubi  fup. 

Vol.  III.  I 


(2]  %  Mace.  i.  19* 

j^robabUf 
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probable,  not  only  as  it  was  more  decent,  but  becau 
find  it  fo  ordered  in  Solomon's  temple,  where  the  braz< 
was  for  the  fole  wafliing  of  the  priefts,  whilft  there 
ten  other  lavcrs  befides  for  the  wafliing  of  the  vidims 
tliis  was  not  the  cafe  here,  we  mnft  fuppofe,  that  thei 
took  the  water  out  of  the  laver  into  fome  other  vefle 
waih  thofe  entrails  in  ;  for  it  was  not  even  lawfiil' 
prieft  to  wafli  his  hands  and  .feet  in  the  fame  watdV' 
this  reafon  they  fuppofe,  that  this  laver  had  a  quanti 
cocks,  at  vdiich  the  water  was  fet  to  run  upon  did 
firft,  and  th^n  upon  their  hands,  and  was  received  : 
bafon  underneath  q.  This  fountain  was  to  be  kept 
tinually  repleniflied  with  water ;  and  this  office  bdi 
to  the  Levites  r,  unlefs  they  made  perhaps  the  Iftti 
bring  it  to  them  to  the  entrance  of  the  court  (JF). 

P  z  Chron.  iv.  6.  ^  Mi(hn.  ap.  Arr.  Montah."' 

^  Vide  N.  DE  Lyra  in  loc. 


(F)  Mo/a  tells  us  in  another 
chapter,  that  this  brafs  laver 
and  its  foot  were  made  of  the 
looking-glafles  of  the  woifien 
that  came  in  crouds  to  the 
door  of  the  tabernacle  (3): 
which  has  given  ground  for 
various  fpecolations ;  and  fbme 
interpreterrhave  even  ventured 
to  turn  the  brafs  there  men- 
tioned into  fteel  (4),  as  if 
thofe  antient  mirrors  had  been 
made  of  no  other  metal.  For 
our  part,  we  take  it  for 
granted,  that  they  were  made 
of  other  metals  alfo,  fuch  as 
brafs,  tin,  filver,  and  the 
like,  and  fome  with  brafs, 
mixed  with  tin  or  filver ;  the 
laft  of  which,  Pliny  tells  us  (5), 
were  the  moil  elteemed ;  but 
we  are  apt  to  think,  that  there 
is  an  error  crept  into  the  text, 
or  an  exchange  of  one  letter 
for  another  like  it ;  and  that  it 
ihould  be  rendered,  he  made 


the  laver  and  its  fixKof  j 

like  the  looking-glaflSeti 
women  that  crond  aU 
door  of  the  tabqnHia| 
which  is  meant,  that  II^ 
them  either  of  the  ia^ 
or  that  he  gave  thcfli  j| 
degree  ofbnghtnefi  tn^fl 
ne%.  And,  if  what  w, 
father  tells  us  be  tru^ 
Egyptian  women  (6),  du 
ufed  to  go  into  the  temjpi 
a  looking-glafs  in  one 
and  a  timbrel  in  the  IM 
will  Hill  give  us  a  greaii 
into  the  meaning  of  tl 
hrenv  women  wearine  1 
ornament  when  they  cain 
tabernacle.  As  forwh^t>i 
their  repairing  thither  ik' 
it  was  no  more  than-m 
ufually  did,  as  appear 
other  places  of  Scriptar 
Thofe  who  underfta 
original  know,  that  it 
from  improbable,  that 


(3)  Excd,  xxxviii.  8.  (4)  Vide  TremeL  in  foe,         (e;)  Lib,  XXJ 

(6)  CyiL  Alexand.  dc  adorat.  in  Jpirit,  Itb^  iii  ap.  Calm,  Juh  •voc. 


(7}  Vid€  I  6'fl«.  ii.  az,  ©*  alik* 


The  Brasek  Laver. 


',  « 
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To  thcfe  we  might  add  a  multitude  of  other  furniture 
fubfervient  to  other  ufes,  fuch  as  kettles,  pans,  frying- 
pans,  ovens,  fhpvels,  tongs,  pickaxes,  hatchets,  dcavers, 
knives,  forks,  taWes,  tubs;  trays,  difhes,  and  many  more  ; 
all  of  which  were  either  made  of  brafs,  or  of  wood  co» 
vered  with  it ;  but  it  is  fufEcient  to  have  named  the  moft 
confiderable  of  them.  We  Ihall  only  add,  that  the  charge 
of  all  thefe  was  committed,  the  moft  facred  ones  to  tnfc 
priefts,  and  the  reft  to  the  LeviteSy  whofe  bufmefs  it  was 
to  pack  and  cover  them  up  with  proper  cloths  and  (kins, 
made  for  that  purpofe,  whenever  they  removed  (G). 

These  are  the  principal  laws  relating  to  the  worfhip  of 

God,  or,  as  they  are  commonly  called,  of  the  firft  table  ; 

but,  before  we  pafs  to  thofe  of  the  fecond,   it  will  be 

;  neceflary  to  fay  fomething  of  thofe  which  related  to  the 

profelytes  (H).  There  was  an  exprefs  command  of  God, 

that. 


-ti5 


^itb  may  have  flipped  in  here 
initead  of  the  D  caphy  by  rea- 
£>n  of  their  likenefs ;  especially 
if  they  remember,  that  the 
fermer  is  never  ufed,  that  we 
Can  recoUedl,  to  exprefs  the 
ttietal  or  matter  of  which  a 
thing  is  made ;  fo  that  this  let- 
%r  is  here  altogether  irregular ; 
vhereas  the  'J,  which  fignifies 
Lr,  like  unto,  according  to,  gives 
L  good  fenfe  to  the  phraie. 

(G)  It  is  obiervable«  how- 
ler, that  in  all  this  account 
tve  £nd  no  mention  made  of 
^ny  payment  or  flooring,  fo 
cziuch  as  for  the  tabernacle ; 
Uid  yet  it  is  hardly  credible,  as 
t^^as  obferved  before,  that  iu 
rich  and  (acred  utenfils  ihould 
Rand  on  the  bare  ground.  We 
nwy  therefore  fuppofe,  that 
^fes  has  barely  mentioned  all 
that  was  dQue  before  the  fetting 


time  the  whole  was  finiflied  in^ 
not  much  above  five  months 
(8),  we  (hall  have  caufe  to 
wonder  at  their  di(patch,  un- 
lefs  we  fuppofe  a  vaft  number 
of  hands  to  have  been  employed 
in  it ;  but  this  need  not  hinder 
us  from  fuppofingt  that  Mofes 
might  add  many  others,  as  he 
faw  needfal  in  procefs  of  time ; 
among  which^  this  flooring 
might  be  one. 

(H)  The  text  diflinguiflies 
them  only  by  the  words  *l^, 
ger,  a  traveller  or  fojoumer, 
and  *^^3,  neker,  a  flranger 
or  alien.  However,  we  may 
make  a  threefold  diiUqdiion  of 
them ;  namely,  of  fuch  as  oon- 
tinued  fliU  in  their  idolatry,  and 
the  feligioQ  of  their  fathers ; 
fuch  as  had  renounced  it  to 
worfliip  the  only  true  God, 
but  remained    idill  uncircum- 


^P  of  the  tabernacle.     And,  if    cifed,  or  bound  ihemfelves,  as 
we  conflder  their  vaft  number    the  ye<ws  pretend,  only  to  the 


and  variety,  the  richnefs  and 
carious  workmanfliip  of  a  great 
part  of  them,   and  the  little 


ebfervation  pf  the  Noachid 
law ;  and,  laftly,  thofe  who 
by  circumcifion  were  bound  to 

(8)  ha  ^udai^  Videjtdfir  clam,  Munft,  Cun.  Cfer  ann,  p,  l6,  &  ctl, 

'  "    '  I  2  obfervc 
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that,  if  any  ftranger  was  defirous  to  be  admitted  to 

the  paflbver,  he  was  firft  to  be  circumcifed ;  after  wbi 

was  to  be  admitted,  not  only  to  that  grand  folemnib 

to  all  the  other  religious  privileges,  in  common  wi 

Jfraelites  *.     Of  this  number  was  a  great  part  of  the  i 

multitude  which  came  with  them  out  of  Egypt ^  and 

conquered  inhabitants  of  Canaan.  And  indeed  the  con 

of  thofe  who  became  circumcifed  was  fo  preferable  t 

of  thofe  who  continued  In  their  old  religion,  that  the 

ber  of  the  former  increafed  very  much  5  and  this  i 

pofed  to  have  put  the  felfifli  j^ews  upon  the  diftinffi 

tween  profel)rtes  of  the  gate,   and  profelytes  cf  rim 

nefs,  the  former  of  which,  continuing  uncircumcife 

being  bound  to  obferve  only  the  precepts  of  Noab^ 

kept  in  a  ftate  not  many  degrees  better  than  flavery, 

find  no  lefs  than  an  hundred  and  fifty-three  thoufai 

upwards  of  this  kind  in  Solomon* s  time,  who  were  a 

ployed  in  the  moft  fervile  and  laborious  works*. 

becaufe  this  would  have  proved  a  moft  efFe£lual  y 

have  made  them  embrace  the  Jewijh  religion,  in  1m 

bettering  their  condition,  the  Jews  tell  us,  that  th« 

mitted  few,  if  any,  efpecially  in  the  happy  reigns  < 

vid  and  Solomon,   left  they  (hould  be  induced  to .  i 

from  worldly  ends  b  (I),  . 

>  Exod.  xii.48.   Numb.  ix.  14,  '2  Chron.  ii. 

^  Maimon.  VideSELD.  defynedr.  Buxt.  fynagog.  Sc\ 

obferve  the  law  of  Mofes^  and  cumcifed,  they  were  tl 

were  thereby  intitled  to  the  itingaifhed   by   the  m 

fame  privileges  with  all    the  man    n^,     gare   k 

Jfraelites,      It  is    true,  they  ftrangers  or  profelytes 

were  not  to  fafier  any  of  the  covenant,  and  *Yiit  '^\ 

£ril  fort  to  ]k\t  among  them  ;  zedek^  profelytes  of  rij 

but  it  is  plain  by  the  fequel,  nefs. 
that  they  became  extremely        (I)    The  Talmud  a 

remifs  and   negligent   in  this  thofe  profelytes  to  the 

refpe£t,    and  were   often    re-  iron,  or  ulcers  in  the 

proved  for  it  by  the  prophets,  and  adds,  that  too  mo 

The  fecond  fort  were  called  tion  could  not  be  takei 

•^y^I/n   '»1^,     gare    hajhahar^  admiffion  of  them  (37 

Grangers  of  the  gate,  from  the  this  reafon  they  add,  d 

expreffion  often  uied  in  the  pen-  were  refufed  three  timi 

tateuch,    the  ftranger  that  is  if  they  perfifted  in  the 

nvithin  thy  gates.     But,  when  of  being  admitted,  th< 

any  of  either  fort  became  cir-  then  to  be  circamcifec 

(37)  yidc  SeI(L  dt  fyned*  lib,  ii*  c.  2.  art,  5. 


I.       to  the  Babylonifli  Captivity. 

SES  made  likewife  fome  diiFerence  between  nation 
tion,  with  refpe£^  to  their  admiflion,  into  what  he 
the  congregation  of  the  Lord  ^.  The  Edomites  were 
;d  after  the  fecond  generation,  becaufe  they  were 
sn  5  and  fo  were  the  Egyptians^  becaufe  Ifrael  had 
i  ftranger  in  Egypt ^  The  Moabitef  and  Ammonites^ 
e  contrary,  were  not  to  be  admitted  till  after  the 
generation,  as  fome  underftand  the  text,  or,  ac- 
g  to  the  letter  of  the  original,  not  even  after  the 
generation,  becaufe,  inftead  of  receiving  the  Ifrael- 
th  a  brotherly  hofpitality,  they  hired  Balaam  to  curfe 
[K).  Baftards,  and  all  illegitimate  ifliie,  were  un- 
e  fame  e^clufion  with  them  (L)«    The  Amalekites^ 

as 
^  Deut.  xxiii.  i,  &{eqq. 


117 


three  fufHcient  wltneiTes, 
aptized,  in  order  to  wa(h 
:he  filth  of  heathenifm ; 
lly,  to  offer  up  the  ufual 
es  for  fin,  6ff.  after 
they  were  received  as 
ts  of  the  God  oi  Jfrael 

The  Je^s  obferve,  that 

exprefTes  himfelf  only  in 

aafculine,   Ammoni    and 

,     a  man  Ammonite  or 

te,  to  intimate,  that  he 

t  mean  to  exclude  a  wo- 

*om  being  admitted  upon 

extraordinary    account. 

uth^  though  z.Moabitefsj 

for    her    extraordinary 

married  to  Boax^  the 

grand^her  of  Dwvid 

fiut  we  ihall  fee  in  the 

ote,  that  this  is  not  the 

iftanceof  their  admitting 

8   exprefly  excluded  by 

iwgiver. 

The  original  word  is 

mavtzer ;  by  which  the 

generally  underftand,  not 

u  kind  ot  inceftuous  and 


adulterous  ifliie,  but  likewife 
children  begot  in  fornication, 
or  even  in  wedlock,  when  ei- 
ther of  the  parents  were  Ca* 
naamtesy  or  of  any  idolatrous 
nation,  and  unconverted  (40}. 
The  Septuagint,  Fulgate,  and 
the  canonifb,  take  it  to  fignify 
only  the  fon  of  a  proftitute. 
The  truth  is,  the  right  mean- 
ing of  it  cannot  be  fixed,  be- 
caufe it  is  ufed  only  in  this 
place,  and  inZechariah[^i );  but 
in  neither  is  explained  by  the 
context.  What  has  induced  the 
Jetjus  to  underiland  it  of  in- 
ceftuous, and  other  unlawful 
iftue,  is,  that  the  mamzer  is 
mentioned  juft  before,  and  put 
upon  the  fiune  foot  with  the 
Ammonites  and  Moaiites,  who 
were  born  by  inceft  (42) ;  but 
if  that  were  the  cafe,  how 
came  the  two  fons  of  JudeJj^ 
Pharex  and  Zarah^  whom  he 
had  by  his  daughte^  in-law  ^a- 
mar  (43),  not  xi^  be  reputed 
fpurions?  If  it  be  fi^d^  he 
knew  her  bo^^  yet  it  i»  plaiiv 


Vtie  Safnaz*  tx  Cunao,  torn.  ii.  lib.  i.  c,  i.  (19)  t^idtMunfi,  in 

xiii.  X,  &Jeq^.  (4-0  J  Idem  ibid.       (41)  Ck,  ix.  €•       (42)  Gtn^ 

>  &lh%'  ^i^J^*        (43).  ^»  »X^«M«  13*  ^/«f?* 

1 3  9m 


1x8  "itbe  Hiftory  of  the  Jews  B.  L 

as  well  as  eunuchs  of  all  kinds,  were  totally  excluded ;  . 
the  former,  becaufe  they  were  under  the  divine  anathema^; 
afl4  the  latter,  becaufe  their  condition  was  accounted  a  ; 
legal  defeS  S  (M).    Thus  much  for  the  laws  of  die  firft  ; 
table.  Laws  i 

^  Exod.  xvii.  14,  &  feqq.         «  Vide  Levlt.  xxi.  20. 


flie  knew  him  ;  and  the  Jews, 
againft  whom  we  6bjedt  this, 
pretend,  that  either  in  inceft 
or  adultery,  though  neither 
party  be  conicious ;  as,  when 
a  woman,  believing  her  huf- 
faand  long  fincedead,  marries 
another,  or  wee  <ver/a ;  yet 
the  ifiiie  of  fuch  a  marriage  is 
mamzer,  or  fpurious ;  fo  that, 
according  to  this  canon,  thofe 
two,  aha  their  poflerity,  ought 
to  have  been  excluded. 

Again,  as  to  the  children  of 
whoredom,  it.  is  plain,  thev 
have  not  always  been  rejeded, 
imce  Jepbtbaby  who  was  both 
judge  and  general  in  IfraeU  was 
the  fon  of  a  concubine  (44). 
We  muft  therefore  fuppofe, 
either  that  thefe  were  particu- 
lar cafes  excepted,  or,  which  is 
moft  probable,  .that  mamscer 
iignified  fomething  different 
from  either  of  thefe  ;  perhaps, 
the  children  begot  by  an  Ue- 
brenv  upon  a  Canaaniti/b,  or 
any  idolatrous  woman,  in  or- 
der to  deter  them  from  fuch 
unlawfol  mixtures,  by  the  con- 
£deration,  that  the  iflue  of 
them  mnft  be  excluded  from  all 
the  privileges  of  the  IfraeUtiJh 
commonw^dth,  both  civil  and 
religious ;  but,  whatever  it 
meant  at  firft,  the  Jewijh  ca^ 
nonifts,  according  to  their  .ufual 
r]|;idn^,  have  extended  it,  not 
oiily  to  all  illegitimate  iffue, 


but  even  to  that,  whofe  legld- 
macy  is  any  ways    doabtfbl 

(45)- 

(M)  What  is  meant,  by  Mf 

entering  into  tbe  cangregatisn  9f 
tbeLoKDf  is  not  agre^;  feme 
underflanding  by  it,  thdr  be- 
ing denied  admittance  into  die 
IJraeiitiJb  commonwealth  b)r 
circumcifion ;  and  others,  their 
being  only  excluded  from  placei 
of  authority.  This  laft  is  the 
moil  probable,  and  moft  re* 
ceived  among  Cbriftian  inters 
preters.  The  Jews,  however, 
underftand  it  of  contra^ng  af- 
finities and  intermarriages  witk 
the  Ifraelitijb  women;  for  it 
was  a  received  maxim  among 
thenf,  tbat  tbe  cbildren  iiA 
followo  tbe  quality  of  tbe  mo* 
tber.  Every  profelyte  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  was  obliged  to  dr- 
cumcife  all  the  males,  and  bap- 
tize all  the  females  in  his  fa- 
mily, under  the  age  of  thirteen ; 
but  thofe  that  were  above  that 
age,  might  chufe  whether  they 
would  fubmit  to  it,  or  remain 
in  their  own  religion.  On  the 
other  hand,  thole  under  thir- 
teen could  not  be  admitted  to 
profelytifm,  without  the  coo- 
fent,  either  of  their  parentty 
or,  in  cafe  of  their  refuial,  tkt 
of  two  or  three  jodges.  In 
this  cafe,  their  admiffion  was 
looked  upon  as  a  new  bircir, 
and    their    parents    were  no 


(44)  J^»  3d.  X.  (  45)  Vide  Seld,  uhi  Jup,  &  de  jur.  Mt.  (^gent.  Hk 

V.  e,  16.  &jii,  defitCC^k  k^n,  U  lit  @  aUb,  fajj:,  Afidnft,  tiifu 


fig,  1^7. 


ubifu/n  &  ah  ii.fr^Hi 

longer 
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of  the  fecond  table :  or^  concerning  the  Jewilh 
njernment^  with  the  cuftoms  relating  to  it. 

ISE  we  (hall  mention  in  the  fame  order  as  they  are 
the  decalogue ;  and  begin  with  thofe  which  re- 
parents,  whether  in  a  political  or  natural  fenfe. 
itriarchal  government  being  become  imprafticable, 
3n  of  its  being  branched  out  into  fo  many  fomilies, 
God  neverthclefs  defigned  to  live  as  one,  under 
id,  one  religion,  and  one  body  of  civil  laws;  and 
:cepts  of  Noah^  or  rather  the  laws  of  nature^ 
)erhaps,  partly  forgot,  and  partly  corrupted,  during 
gyptian  thraldom  ;  God  was  pleafed  to  prevent  all 
rings  and  oppofition,  which  fuch  a  change  might 
I  fo  untra£bb]e  a  people,  by  declaring,  that  him-> 
uld  be  their  King,  and  appoint  proper  vicegerents 
ime  to  time,  under  whom  the  heads  of  families 
7overn  and  adminifter  juflice  to  thofe  under  them, 
t  conformity  to  his  laws.  Mofes  was  declared  the 
egerent,  and  accordingly  it  is /aid,  ih2Ltlkgave  a 
r  rather  a  body  of  laws,  and  an  inheritancej  unta 
\regation  of  Jacob,  and  was  king  in^  or  over^  ^t* 

deemed  as  fuch  ;  info-  did  fo  totally  carnal  allf^mer 

hat  they  believed  this  //>/»  either  of  bhod  or  alliance^ 

new  converts  to  receive  that    e<ven  parents  and  their 

foul  after  baptifm  ( l ).  children  might  intermarry  nuith^ 

light  therefore  our  Sa-  out    cohnrntting    incefi.     AtA 

onder,  that  Nicodemus^  might  it  not  be  on  thii  account 

a;  a  mafier  in  Ilraely  that -Christ    condemns    the 

Leiitate  at  his  difcourfe  fcribes  and  pharifees  for  com- 

ing  a    new   birth  (2).  p^Jfi^g  fi^  and  land  to  make  a 

d  feveral  other  reguia-  profelyte,  and  leaving  him  ten 

incerning  the  preroga-  times  more  a  child  of  hell  than. 

*  thefe  profelytes  in  the  themfel<ves[;^f   for   in  what 

,     and    other    Jewijh  other  fenfe  they  could  be  made 

\,  which  we  (hall  not  worfe  than  that  proud  hypo- 

opon ;    but  fhall  only  critical  fedtn  ^  wdly  pofli.blQ 

itice  of  a  flagrant  ooe,  to  goefs* 
,    tbaf  thiir   odniiJpotK 


Ue  SeU.  tAi  fup.  df  dej.  N.&G,  ^^  Joe.  Ming,  dif^ut-  dt^ 
R,  Mof,  Kot»,  R.  Mof.  J^tyP^'  ijf^  ^'<*'^  P""'^  Serrar,  tribmref^ 
V  2.  tjru^*  dt  trib.  feB,  Fag^in^Exod,  xxiL  zif.&  ol  in  Deuf,. 
Vide^  fTdc,  nef*  I13.  ^  fiqo.  Le^'de  Moden,pt,y»  c*  3.  Calm^ 
Profilytt,  ^  44  (»)  J^tn  iu.  3a.  &  M*  (s)  ^*^ 

14^  fiurttn^ 
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Jhurun^  that  is,  over  Ifrael  (M),  when  the  heads  of  the  peth 
fie  and  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  were  gathered  together^  ;  that  is, 
as  we  underfland  the  original,  when  the  divided  power  of 
the  heads  of  tribes  and  families  centred  in  one  head. 
To  him  fucceeded  Jojhuaj  the  judges,  and  laftly  tbe 
kingS;^  but  ftill  by  God's  appointment  (N). 

^  Deut.  xxxiii.  4  &  5. 


(M)  The  word  ini\tn>;J&«. 

run  is  derived  from  ^^"^jajhar^ 

to  be  righteous ;  which  name 

is  given  them,  not  fo  much  for 

their  righteoufnefs,  as  for  that 

of  their  progenitors,  Ahraham^ 

Ifaact  and   Jacob ;   or  more 

likely,  perhaps,  on  account  of    dent  defire  of  being  govemdi 

thofe   righteous    laws    which    by  a  king  like  other  nations, 

gave  thefla  fo  few  laws  to 
enforce  th^ir  obedience  to  tun» 
whilft  he  made  fome  co^n 
ones  to  reflr^  him  from  op- 


narch ;  and  the  Je^jts^fb  coiq* 
monwealth  took  then  the  name 
of  a  kingdom.  This  piay  k 
the  reafon  why  God,  whom 
their  ingratitude  could  not  pro- 
voke to  forfake  them,  thoa^ 
he  refented  this  their  impra- 


I 

1 


God  himfelf  had  dictated  unto 
them. 

(N)  Nothing  evinces  more 
the  reafbnablenefsy  or  rather 


neceflity,    of  this  change  of    preffing  them.     The  univerol 
government,   than  their  con-    paflivenefs  of    thqfe    natioiu» 


ftant  backflidings  into  all 
manner  of  idolatry  and  wicked- 
neis  at  every  interregnum,  when 
their  inferior  rulers  became  fo 
remifs,  that  as  often  as  we 
vead  that  there  was  no  judge 
among  them,  fo  often  we  find, 
that  every  one  did  that  ^which 
Hvas  right  in  his  onvn  eyes, 
or  that  they  did  e*vil  in  tbe 
fight  o/GoD  (4) :  but,  as  every 
defedion  brought  its  punifh- 
ment  with  it,  they  at  length 
grew  weary  of  their  frequent 


whom  they  wanted  to  imitate^ 
as  well  as  their  own,  whenever 
they  were  kept  with  a  rigid 
hand,  made  the  former  unne^ 
cefTary ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  exceilive  poweTf 
which  was  then  lodged  in  the 
regal  dignity,  made  it  extreme- 
ly dangerous,  unlefs  limited  hf 
wholfome  reflri&ions.  We 
need  not  a  more  lively  infiance 
of  this  early  defpotic  power  of 
kings,  and  of  the  people^s  hafe 
fubmiflion  to  it,  than  the  ho^ 


captivities.     £ut,    inflead   of    rid  (laughter  which  Saul^  their 
having  recourfe    to  God   by    firft  king,  made  of  eighty-five 


lepentance,  they  bethought 
themfeives  of  that  expedient 
of  having  a  king,  who  ihould 
be  always  ready  at  hand  to  de* 
^d  them  ;  and  God,  having 
condefcended  to  their  defire, 
appointed  Saul  to  be  their  mo- 


guiltlefs  priefts,  and  of  ail  the 
innocent  inhabitants  of  M, 
even  to  their  very  fiiddng* 
children,  and  all  their  catde 
(5) :  and,  if  this  had  not  been 
likewife  the  cafe  of  othcf  na- 
tionSf  Samuel  coul4  npt  ham 


C4)  y'dtju^g,  n.  ix^  (j^/ejf.  joj.  25.       (5)  I  Sam.  laSL  1%,  19. 


%im 


C.  Vn.       to  the  Babylonilh  Captivity. 

AvD  what  is  very  remarkable  with  refped  to  the  latter 
is,  that  we  find  nothing  in  the  whole  body  of  the  Mofaic 
laws,  to  enforce  an  obedience  to  them,  except  the  com- 
mand. Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother  " ;  which  alluded 
mod  likely  to  the  patriarchal  government ;  and  an  ex- 
prefs  prohibition  againft  curfing  the  rulers  of  the  people "  ; 
whereas  there  are  feveral  very  exprefs  ones,  to  reftrain 
them  from  abufing  their  power,  and  oppreffing  their  fub- 
jeds.  Of  this  nature  are  thofe  which  exclude  all  ftrangers 
from  being  raifed  to  that  dignity  o,  that  forbid  a  king  of 
Ifrael  to  multiply  horfes,  wives  (O),  riches,  to  marry 
ftrange  women,  and  the  like  p  ;  that  oblige  him  to  write 
a  copy  of  God's  law,  to  read  and  meditate  upon,  and  to 
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^  Exod,  XX.  12,  &alib.  °  Ibid.  xxii.  28. 

anrii.  14^  15.        p  Ibid.  ver.  16^  17. 


•  Dcot. 


given  fo  pathetic  a  lift  of  the 
&rd(hips  they  were  to  exped 
imder  an  abfolute  monarchy. 

Maimon  tells  us,  out  of  the 
laft  part  of  the  Mijhnay  that 
Mofes  gave  the  Ifraeiitef  three 
exprefs  commands ;  namely*  i  • 
To  chufe  them  a  king :  2.  To 
^e&ioy  Amalek:  and,  3.  To 
build  a  temple,  after  they  were 
pofTeiTed  of  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan. The  fame  we  find  like  wife 
injoined  in  the  114th,  ii5th^ 
and  1 1 6th  affirmative  precepts 
of  their  oral  law,  according 
to  which  that  rabbi  obferves, 
that  they  chofe  Saul  for  their 
king  before  they  declared  war 
againft  the  Amalekites,  But»  if 
this  had  been  the  cafe,  there 
could  have  been  no  room  for 
GoD*s  relenting,  and  Samuet*% 
itproving  them  (o  feverely  for 
it.  Maimon  doth  indeed  en- 
deavour to  wave  this  objection, 
by  pretending,  that  what  dif- 
plewd  God  was  their  coming 
in  a  tumultuous  and  difrefped- 
ftil  manner  to  Samuei,  and  afk* 

(6)  Fidt  I  Sam.  Hu.  paffl 


ing  a  king,  not  in  obedience  to 
the  divine  command,  but  out 
of  a  defire  of  being  like  their 
neighbours ;  but  tjhu  is  neithei; 
agreeable  to  the  text  (6)»  nor 
to  Jofephus^  who  imputes  this 
defire  of  a  kingly  government 
to  the  intolerable  corruptioa 
which  had  crept  into  all  the 
courts  of  jttftice,  through  the 
bafenefs  and  avarice  of  SamueP^ 
two  fons,  whom  he  appointed 
to  officiate  for  him  in  his  old 

age  (7). 

(O)  What  the  Jews  under- 
iland  by  multiplying  wives,  is, 
that  he  (hall  not  have  above 
eighteen  at  a  time,  that  is,  two 
more  than  David  had,  who^ 
they  fay,  is  recorded  to  have 
had  but  fixteen ;  and,  by  mul- 
tiplying horfes,  they  under- 
ihnd,  having  more  than  ferved' 
him  and  hb  retinue  (8):  but 
we  fhall  fhew,  that,  if  there 
was  any  fuch  oral  law,  Solomon 
made  very  light  of  it  in  either 
cafe,  even  firom  the  firft  year 
of  his  reign. 


(7)  Ant.  lit,  vL  €'  4. 


govern 
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govern  himfelf  by  it,  without  deviating  from  it  to  the 
right  or  left  "i ;  that  injoin  him  to  make  choice  of  perfons 
of  wifdom  and  integrity  to  be  judges  over  the  peoplci 
and  fuch-like  ^.  So  that  they  had  no  other  enforcement 
for  the  people's  obedience  and  loyalty,  than  their  free 
promife  and  oath  to  them ;  whilft  they  were  tied  to  their 
]uft  and  equitable  government,  not  only  by  their  oath,  i 
'  ut  by  the  mod  ftri^  and  fevere  injundtions  and  threat-  | 
nings  from  Goo.  \ 

However,  as  they  looked  upon  themfelves  as  ac^  j 
countable  to  God  only  for  the  breach  of  thefe  laws,  fo  no  " 
kings  were  retrained  by  them,  but  fuch  as  feared  him : 
as  for  the  reft,  it  is  plain  from  their  hiftory,  that  they 
inade  no  fcruple  of  tranfgrefling  them  in  inftances  of  the 
higheft  nature ;  and  that  their  power  wasr  fo  greats  that 
none  dared  to  controul  them,  or  even  reprove  diem, 
except  fuch  prophets  as  were  commiflioned  by  God  for 
fo  doing.  Their  being  anointed,  at  leaft  in  the  begin* 
ning  (P),  by  fome  celebrated  prophets,  and  appointed  fo* 
vereigns  of  a  nation,  which  the  Scripture  ftiles  a  royal 
priefthood  >,  gave  them  a  full  power,  not  only  in  matters 

^  Deat.  xvii.  iS,  &{eqq.  vide  &  praec.  negat.  221  yk  ieqq. 
^  Deat.  xvi.  18,  &  feqq.  vide  &  prase,  afiirm.  96,  k  ki^ 
•  Exod.  xix.  6,  &  alib. 

(P)  The  Talmudifts  tell  us,  introduced,    is   impoffible   to 

that  the  immediate  heir  of  a  guefs ;  but  it  is  plain,  that  it 

king,  who  had  been  anointed,  became  in  ufe,  during  the  whole 

was  himfelf  proclaimed  king,  Mofaic  difpenfation,  in  the  de- 

without  un£tion,  efpecially  in  dication  both  of  men  and  thiogi 

thei^milyof  2>^^2V;  and  that  to  the  immediate  fervioe  of 

the  ceremony  was  only  ufed  God.    Of  the  firH  kind,  vmt 

when  a  younger  fon  was  pre-  thekings,priefb,andprophetf|' 

ferred  to  the  eldeft,  as  in  the  and,  of  the  fecond,  all  the  it-, 

cafe  of  Solomon  (9].  One  thing  cred  utenfils  of  the  tabernade: 

is  certain,  that  the  cuflom  of  all  which  are  fuppofed,    no| 

confecratingany  thing  to  God,  without  good  grounds,  to  havo 

by  this  profujdon  of  oil,  is  very  been  typical  of  Christ,  wha' 

antient,  as  appears  from  the  is  emphatically  called  the  Mef«; 

inftance  of  jacoVy  anointing  fiah,  or  Anointed,  and  of  tfao 

thepillarof  ^^/>&^/(io).  How  fpiritual    undion,    under  thir 

much  earlier  it  began,  and  how  gofpeL 

{9)  I  Kinst  i.  /^  (10)  Ctn,  xxviii.  18,  fif/^fy. 
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'  civil  and  military,  but  in  ecclefiaftical  alfo  (Q^] : 
hat  profound  refpe£t  was  paid  to  the  regal  dignity, 
-s  both  from  the  fubmiffive  language  with  which 
were  addrefied  c,   and  the  humble  manner  of  ap- 
ling  them ;  infomuch  that  even  queens    and  pro- 
did  proftrate  themfelves  with   their   faces  to  the 
jl  before  them,  as  Nathan  and  Bathjhela  did  to  Da- 
though  there  is  no  doubt,    but  his  fon  Solomon 
the  grandeur  of   the  throne  to  a  much  greater 
(R). 

Laws 

[de  int.  al.   i  Sam.  zxv.  23,  &  feqq.  &  ver.  40,  &  feqq. 
.  xiv.  paff.  xxiv.  3,  &alib.     "  i  Kings  i.  16,  23. 
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This  is,  indeed,  denied 
ry  many  divines,  who 
that  they  never  exercifed 
ithority  in  the  latter,  as 
ilfraelj  but  as  prophets^ 
fpired  peribns,  fuch  as 
^wvid  and  Solomon.  Bat 
itrary  doth  plainly  ap- 
om  the  reformations  and 
lions  which  Hi%ekiab, 
jphat,  Jofiah^  and  others 
who  were  neither  pro- 

nor  infpired  perfons. 
ve  already  taken  notice, 
ey  had  power  to  confult 
acle  of  urim ;  and,  in- 
hey  were  commanded  fo 
ipon  all  emergencies,  as 
\  the  grand  council  or 
rin,  over  which  they 
d,  whenever  they  pleafed 
\  at  it  (10).  Thus  We 
lat  Davidy  after  he  had 
inointed  king,  even  in 
time^   did  confult   the 

oracle  concerning  the 
of  his  undertaking  (11). 
liad  likewife  an  abfolute 
of  life  and  death ;  and 
1,  according  to  the  law 


of  MofeSy  no  man  was  to  be 
capitally  panifhed,  till  he  had 
been  convided  ^before  .  proper 
judges,  and  upon  the  evidence 
of  at  leaft  two  or  three  wit- 
nefles ;  yet  we  meet  with  fie- 
quent  inflances  of  perfons  beioji 
put  to  death  by  the  fble  will  of 
the  prince.  The  kmt  voslj  be 
prefumed  to  have  been^  with 
refpe£k  to  property,  by  the  in* 
fiances  of  M^iboflfttb  and  his 
fervant  Ziba  ( 1 2),  and  others 
of  the  like  nature.  From  that 
of  Nahoib{ii)  we  may  like- 
wife  conclude,  that,  in  iamc 
cafes,  the  efbites  of  peribns 
condemned  devolved  to  the 
king:  but,  from  the  laws  lately 
mentioned  s^nft  oppreiIin§f 
the  fubjefis,  it  appears  rather 
to  have  been  a  tyrannical 
ufurpation,  than  a  command^ 
or  even  permiifion,  from' God. 
(R)  The  Jews  affirm,  that 
even  thehigh-prieft  was  obliged 
to  ftandbefbrethe  king ;  where* 
as  the  latter  01^  flood  before 
the  high-prieft,  when  Jbe  was 
Gonfulting  God  by  urim  ( 1 4). 


Maim»  halak  melalldm,e,%,  (ij)  i  Sam,xxi.»  7,  &9,  Vuh 

utifup,  {i%\  z  Ssm*  xix*  29*  (13)  X  Xtitgs  xxi.  p^tfl- 

They 
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Laws  and  cufioms  relating  to  judges^  and  courts 

judicature. 

Courts  of  \T7E  need  not  fpeak  hare  of  thofe  judges,  emphaticall|rl 
judica-^  W  fo  called,  who  governed  Ifrael  from  Jojhua  to  Sami\ 
tMTi.  thefe,being  appointed,  from  time  to  time,  by  God  himfe^ 
we  find,  were  intirely  governed  by  his  laws,  and,  in  doubly 
fill  cafes,  by  his  Spirit,  with  which  they  were  endowedsj 
they  had  the  fupreme  authority,  during  their  life,  iuid  iiif»| 
fered  in  nothing  from  kings  but  in  title,  pomp,  and  gnt^j 
deur,  and  their  dignity  not  being  hereditary  :  in  all  o( 
cafes  their  power  was  the  fame.  They  could  make 
and  war,  fummon  the  tribes  to  arms,  confult  God  by  urm%\ 
and  die  like,  li  is  faid,  that  they  judged  Ifraily  that  die  I 
people  repaired  to  them  for  judgment,  and  that  tbef 
took  yearly  circuits  through  the  land  to  adipinifter  jik{ 


They  add,  that  he  alone  was 
allowed  to  fit  in  the  court  of 
^e  temple,  even  in  the  moft 
iaaed  part  of  it,  namely, 
that  of  the  priefb,  provided 
lie  was  of  the  lineage  of  Da* 
nfidi  whereas  their  fenators 
were  only  allowed  to  fit  in  that 
which  belonged  to  the  people 
(ij).  The  magnificence  of 
their  drefs  did  not  a  little  con- 
tribute to  raife  an  awe  in  their 
fubjeds.  It  is  true,  that  there 
is  nothing  prefcribed  concern- 
ing it,  either  in  the  Mo/aic 
law,  or  any  other  infpired 
writer,  and  that  we  have  no 
clear  description  of  it  in  the 
iacred  books ;  but  it  is  plain, 
jrom  Jihojhapbat's  going  to 
fight  againd  the  Syrians  in  his 
royal  robes,whillLf^«^changed 
liis  own  fbr  a  common  drefs 
( 1 6),  that  there  was  a  manifeft 
difference  between   them,  if 


not  in  fliape,  at  leafi  in  heuti 
and  coillinefs,  fuch  as  jemf 
about  their  crown,  the  porok 
mantle,  and  the  like.  Jof^' 
tells  us  (17),  that  Sotcmon  ii\ 
ufually  go  dad  in  white ;  hit 
this  was  a  colour  common  hA 
to  the  prieils  and  nobles :  lb 
that  the  difference  mufl  beia 
the  richnefs,  whether  of  the  K* 
nen  or  filk  of  which  they  wof 
made.  However,  as  they  nen 
not  tied,  by  the  law,  to  aa| 
drefs,  we  need  not  doubt  bit 
they  followed  the  fdhiont  of 
other  countries,  and  wereiWM 
fumptuoufly  clad  upon  fto^ 
particular  occafions  (18).  Thu 
pfalraifi  has  likewife  giveki  tti 
beautiful  defcription  of  thedicfi 
of  queens  ( 19),  which  waitil 
richer  than  that  of  kings;  ht 
we  ihall  not  here  inlarge  w/m 
it. 


(15)  Maimon  balak  httb  bahkir.        (16)  1  Kingt  xxu.  go.  (17)  Aa 

J^viii.  C.2.  {}%)  Vid.iSam.'xxm*^.     i  ^'"^i  xxii,  xo.  30,  7^^ 

Mnu  U  vi.  (,  10,  e  alik.  Majc.  $r  ikL  (19)  PJm/.  xlv. 
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fiice  ^ ;  but  whether  this  was  done  by  way  of  appeal  (irom 
the  judgment  of  inferior  courts,  as  the  dernier  refort, 
or  by  way  of  confulting  them  in  doubtful  cafes,  is  not  eafy 
to  determine  (R). 

But,  befides  thefe,  Mofes^  and,  after  him,  thofe  who 
were  at  the  head  of  the  Ifrailitijh  commonwealth,  were 
commanded  to  appoint  a  number  of  judges  and  magiftrates 
in  all  cities,  to  adminifter  juftice  to  the  people  in  cvtry 
tribe.  Thefe  were  to  be  men  of  wifdom  and  probity, 
Well  verfed  in  the  law  of  Mofes^  free  from  covetoufiieis 
and  partiality,  fuch  as  would,  protect  the  innocent,  the  fit- 
therlels  and  widow,  the  helplefs  and  ftranger,  and  punifh 
ihe  guilty  and  wrong-doer  S.  We  find,  likewife,  fe- 
ireral  denunciations  againft  thofe  who  fhouJd  fuiFer  tbem- 
fidves  to  be  bribed  to  a£t  contrary  to  the  ftrid  laws  of  ju- 
ftice; but  as  they  were  appointed  by  the  Icings,  fo  did  their 
virtue  rife  and  fall,  according  to  the  goodnels  or  wick- 
cdnefs  of  thefe.  We  may  fay  more  :  Samuel  was  himfelf 
a  moft  upright  judge ;  and  yet  his  two  fons,  who  aded 
ander  him,  proved  moft  unrighteous.  David  was  like« 
wife  a  pious  monarch;  and  yet,  had  there  not  crept  a  great 

^  Vid.  Judges  iir.  5.  i  Sam.  iii.  20.  iv.  i.  Tii.  15,  &  &q.  8c 
s  Exod.  xxiii.  8,  &  feq.  Deut.  xvi.  1 8,  &  feq.  xvii. 
It,  &  feq.  xix.  paiT.  xxiv.  16,  &  (eq.  xxv.  i,  &  feq.  &  alib.  paC 
Bsek.  xliv.  24.  praeC.  affirm.  97. 100. 

(R)    The  latter,  however,  the  fequel,  that  the  coandl, 

IS  moft  probable,  from  the  which  Mojes  appointed,  lafted 

command  of  Mofes,  that  In  all  only  during  the  lives  of  thofe 

^mJbtful  cafes^tvUfitb^ criminal  elders ;  and  that  this  ianhedrin 

mr  cii/il,  wherein  the  inferior  was  a  newinftitution,of  a  much 

judges  c9uU  not  eafily  determine^  later  date.     So   that,    in    all 

^kiy  Jbomld  afpiy  them/elves  to  doabtfol  and  difputed  cafes,  no 

thtfriefts^  and  to  the  judge  or  perfens  could  be  more  proper 

ku!d  of  the  people  then  in  beings  to  be  applied  to,   than  thefe 

$9  Rvhofe  judgment  they  fbould  judges,  who  were  indued  both 

Jwimit^nnderpain  of  death  (^i)),  with  the  fpirit  of  God,  and 

The  Tiru;/,  indeed,  pretend,  that  the  fapreme  authority  ;  fince 

application  was  to  be  made  even  this  latter  was  thought 


to  the  great  council,  or  ihnhe-  fafficientafterwards,in  the  time 

drin(6o),  which  they  pretend  to  of  their  kings ;  as  appears,from 

bavefobfifted  ever  finoe  the  time  very  many  inftances,  efpecially 

olihUfes,  But  we  ihall  fhew  in  thofe  quoted  in  the  mar^  (61  )• 

(59)  Doif .  xvii.  8,  &  feq.  (60)  Prac.  ajfirm.  3.  (61)  2  S^m, 

Tin,  fif,  I  Kingi  iii.  x6,  ^  fef.    2  Kings  vui.  3,  Sf  siih,  pajl 

deal 
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deal  of  corruption  into  the  courts  of  judicature,  bb  fin 
Abfalom  could  have  had  no  pretence  for  wifhing  that  he 
had  been  a  judge,  that  he  might  do  juftice  to  every  one 
that  applied  to  him  h. 

These  courts  were  held  at  the  gates  of  the  cities,  and 
became,  in  time,  very  confiderable  ;  but  how  they  were 
kept,  or  how  many  judges  belonged  to  each,  whether  their 
power  was  equal,  or  feme  fubordinate  to  others,  cannotbl 
gathered  from  Scripture  (S).  In  the  flourifhing  reigns  cf 
David  and  Solomon  they  increafed  very  much  ^ ;  and,  ii 
procefs  of  time,  became  fo  corrupted,  that  the  prophert 
were  obliged,  from  time  to  time,  to  exclaim  againft  them. 
One  of  them,  having  been  fent  to  yehojhaphat^  to  de^ 
nounce  God's  heavy  judgment  againft  Ifrael  for  tbofe 
abufes,  wrought  fo  upon  that  good  king,  that  he  immede 
ately  fet  about  making  athorough  reformation,  appointmi 
new  judges  in  every  walled  city,  fome  of  whom  were  of 
f  idnt  tribe  of  Levi^  and  charging  them,  in  the  moft  preffiog 
terms,  to  be  more  watchful  and  upright  than  their  predcl' 
cefibrs :  he  likewife  appointed  two  tribunals  for  thedtytf 
Jirufakmy  the  one  confifting,  chiefly,  of  priefts  and  bh 
vitesy  for  matters  of  religion  ;  and  the  other,  which  mi 
moftly  nuide  up  of  the  heads  of  families,  for  mattentf 
ftate.  In  this  condition  they  arefuppofed  to  have  continocl 
till  the  captivity,  'bating  that,  as  the  princes  became  XDOk 
and  more  wicked,  fo  did  the  judges  under  them,  till  Got 
was  provoked  to  drive  them  out  of  the  land.  This  isafl 
we  can  fay,  upon  that  article,  with  any  tolerable  cer^ 


^  2  Sam.  XV.  2y  &  feq. 
paflT. 

(S)  We  read,  indeed,  that 
Mf/es^dvLTing  their  abode  in  the 
%viIdemefs,appointed  rulers  over 
thoufands,  over  hundreds,  fif- 
ties, and  tens  (62} ;  and  thefe 
were,  in  all  likelihood,  fubor- 
dinate to  one  another :  but  how 
far  this  model  was  followed, 
when  they  came  into  the  land 
of  Canaan^  doth  not  appear. 
However,  we  may  fuppofe,that 
thefe  courts  confided,  at  firft, 
but  of  very  few  perfons ;  and 

^6  2  J  Exod.  xviii.  24,  GT  fef^ 


^  \li.  I  Chron.  xxiii.  k  i% 


that  every  thing  was  tran&fiit 
in  them  with  the  utmoft  pUiik' 
nefs  and  iimplicity:  nettklC 
were  there  many  kinds  of  dir 
fices  or  dignities,  fmcewemi 
but  of  four  forts  of  officcfs^cvoi 
in  Jojhua^s  time ;  namely^  ikf 
eiders,  the  heads,  the  yniffk 
and  the  officers  (63);  It  it  ia* 
poffible  to  determine  what  tlicir 
officers  were  ;  only  thelaftaif 
fuppofed  to  have  been  a  kiadflf 
beadles,  or  executioners. 

(^Z)  3<^fi'  xxi?.  I. 

tainty; 
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T) ;  and  thus  much  we  know  concerning  thofc  tri- 
that  they  took  cognizance  of  all  civil  and  criminal 

cafes. 


127 


As  for  what  Jofephus 
e  ^almudifis  add  con- 
magiflrates,  and  their 
as  their  accounts  differ 
ne  another,  and  as  we 
fure,  but  even  the  for- 
:h  rather  defcribe  them 
were  after,  than  before 
tivity;  we  fhall  chufe  tp 
them,  in  as  few  words 

es  the  grand  council  of 
,  mentioned  above,  to 
they  pretend,  all  other 
Is,  throughout  the  land^ 
bordinate;  xkut  Talmud- 
.    us,    there  were  two 
ourts,  one  coniiiliDg  of 
and  the  other  of  three- 
snty  judges;  and  thefe, 
ly,  were  to  be  in  every 
I  town  that  had  120  in- 
Its,  according  to  fome ; 
lies, according  toothers. 
ril  of  thefe  courts  were 
lofen  pro  re  nata^  one  by 
>arty,  and  the  third  by 
her  two :  their  cogni- 
;xtended  no  farther  than 
lU  mattd-8,  fuch  as  fer- 
ivages,  petty  larcenies, 
:ion,  and  the  like :  nd- 
mld  they  infli£l  a  heavier 
Dient     than    whipping. 
of  twenty^three  was  al- 
to judge  of  all  capital 
and  to  condemn  crimi- 
>  death :  and  if  there  a- 
;jr  difference  in  their  j  udg- 
it  was  carried  by  the  ma* 
I  for  which  reafon,  they 
ihe^r  number  was  to  be 
bat  in  cafes  of  moment, 
f  a  dubious  nature,  the 
>riefi  was  to  be  confulced. 


If  a  man  was  condemned  to 
death,he  was  to  be  immediately 
led  to  execution :  a  crier  was 
to  go  before  him,  and  proclaim 
the  crime  he  was  to  die  for  i  to 
the  snd  that,  if  any  perfon 
knew  any  thing  that  could  dear 
him  of  it,  he  might  be  bronghc 
back  to  the  judges,  and  have  a 
iecond,  and,  if  occafion  offered^ 
a  third  hearing.    The  £une  in- 
dulgence was  to  be  allowed  him 
if  he  complained  of  being  un- 
juftly  condemned,whiIft  he  went 
to  the  place  of  execution ;  in 
which  cafe,  he  was  to  chufe 
two  wife  men  to  plead  for  him, 
and,  if  poilible,  to  obtain  a  re- 
verfion  of  the  fentence :  but  if 
in  neither  cafe  he  could  prove 
himfelf  innocent,  he  was  theft 
to  be  forthwith  executed  by  the 
witneiTes:  for  it  is  here  to  be 
obferved,  that,  if  the  crime  was 
fuch  as  deferved  hanging,  the 
criminal  was  firil  to  be  fiboned 
to  deaths   and  then  hanged. 
But,  before  execution,he  was  to 
be  exhorted  to  confeis  his  crime, 
and  to  pray  that  his  death  might 
atone  bpth  for  it,  and  for  all  his 
other  fins  \    which  if  he  did, 
they  gave  him  then  a  dofo  of 
wine  mixed  with  myrrh,  or 
frankincenfe,  to  ftupefy  him; 
after  which,    he  was  put  to 
death.   If  he  was  to  be  hanged 
after  it,  as  in  cafes  of  idolatry, 
blaQ>hemy,  and  the  like,  they 
flayed  till  about  an  hour  before 
funfet,  and  then  tied  his  hands 
behind  him,  and  hoifted  him  up 
till  juft  before  funfet,  at  which 
time  he  was  taken  down,  and 
both  the  halter  and  the  gallows, 

or 
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cafes,  even  where  the  offence  was  of  a  religious  natuxi 
fuch  as  idolatry,  blafphemy,  witchcraft,  facrilege^andd 

liln 


or  tree,  were  buried  with  him 
(65 ) .  They  except,  hdwevei*, 
out  of  the  cognizance  of  thefe 
courts  of  twenty-three,  all  ca- 
fes, whether  criminal  or  civil, 
which  related  to  the  high- 
prieft,  to  a  whole  tribe,  ftnd  to 
falfe  prophets;  which,  they 
pretend,  were  only  to  be  tried 
-by  the  grand  council  (66).  To 
this  a  learned  author  *  thinks 
that  expoftulation  of  Chrifi  to 
allude  (67),  0  7erufalem!  — 

thu  that  killeft  the  prophet s{6%). 
We  own,  indeed,  this  to  have 
been  the  cafe  of  the  fanhedrin, 
in  our  Saviour's  time,  and  even 
fome  time  before,  but  not  be- 
fore the  captivity  ;  but  how,or 

by  what  court  or  judges,  thefe 

extraordinary  cafes  were  to  be 

tried,  is  impoffible  to  fay ;  un- 

lefs  we  fuppofe,that  it  was  done 

hy  a  general  aifembly  of  the 

whole  nation,  or,  at  le^,  of  the 

heads  of  them ;  as  we  find  it  in 

feveral  inilances  (69). 

We  fhall,  however,  conclude 

this  note  with  an  account  of 

the  form  of  the  court  of  the 

twenty-three  judges,  according 

to  the  Jevjtjh  doftors ;  becaufe 

it  had  a  near  refemblance,  not 

only  to  that  of  the  fanhedrin, 

but,  alfo,  to  thofe  of  other  po- 
lite nations.     They  fat  in  the 

form  of  an  halfinoon  1  in  the 

centre  of  it  was  the  prefident, 

whom  they  call  ^^u;:,  najffif  or 

prince i  having  the  I H  HO  Dii, 

(65)  Vid,  prac.  tf/:97,98,  &  feq,  ad  iii.  (66)  Vid.^^ 

traa.  jmn^D,  c,  i.  (67)  C««.  rep,  Heb,  l.'u  c,  \z,  ( 

xiii.  34.  (69)  nd.  Jojh,  xxH.  ii,(Sr  Jtq.  Judg.  xx.i,& 

paffl  Fid,  &  Miihn.ubi  fup,  Maimon  in  loc.  ^  aith,  Mtf.  KotH, 
Jynedr,  GoodwifCt  Mof.  ^  jiar,  Lv.  c,-^,  &  feq.  Lamy,  ialm%  diJJ 
poUic  des  Hekrtux,  &  ai,  (70)  Deut,  xix.  i  8,  19, 


ah  heth  dirty  or  father  ofj^ 

fenatet  at  his  right-hand  i  X 

reft  fat  on  each  fide,  accorcB 

to  their  feniority,  or  merit. . 

each  end  was  a  clerk,  or  fea 

tary,  who  took  the  depofido 

in  writing ;  fome  add  a  tbil 

whofe  office  was,  to  gather  jl 

votes  of  the  court :  at  the  fi 

of  the  judges  fat  their  difcid 

in  three  rows,  or  forms,  wif 

bufmefs  was,  to  obferve  eiR 

thing  that  was  faid  or  doc 

and  thefe  were  chofen  to  fooQ 

thofe  on  the  bench,  eithoi 

their  death,  or  when  thej^ 

came  unqualified  by  old  agg 

any  other  impediment. 

accufed  perfon  was  placed 

an  eminent  place  in  the  C= 

that  he  might  be  eafily 

all;    and  the  witnefles 

fronting   him ;  thefe 

be  diligently   examined, « 

their  charader  inquired    . 

and,  if  any  Haw  was  ioim 

it,  they  were  fet  afide :  W 

any  was  found  to  have 

falfe  evidence,the  talion  la  M 

his  portion  (70) ;  that 

was  condemned  to  the  faicfl 

nifhment  as  his  evidence ' 

have  brought  upon  the  ^ 

cent.     The  QniDiD,  fiS 

that  is,  lYitofficerSyOTexem!^ 

ers^  were  alfo  to  atteira 

court  conftantly ,  with  ro^^ 

leathern  fcourges,in  their  ^ 

to  execute  the  fentence 

judges  :  the  accufed  pei 


to  the  Bibyldhiih  Captivity. 

hich  rcafon  the  pricfts  and  Levttes  were  ap- 
ifiift,  if  not  to  prefide  in  them.  The  next  in 
the  magiftrates,  were  natural  parents  ;  and 
3  be  honoured  and  obeyed  in  a  mod  particular 
J).     St.  Paul  obfervesy   that  this  is  the  firft 

command 
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^  £xo(}.  XX.  \i.   Deut.  V.  16^  &alib. 


'ed  a  counfellor  to 
,  who  was  called 
ml-riby  the  mufter 
;  and  he  flood  on 
1>  and  pleaded  for 
expreifions  thei'e 
alms,  in  the  pro- 
ber places  of  the 
:nt,  that  feem  fo 
ide  to  one  or  other 
ial  forms,as  make 
}robable,that  they 
ng  before  the  cap- 
a  full  hearing, the 
athered  and  cxa- 
ccording  to  them, 
kS  either  abfolvcd, 
J,  in  words  to  this 
»»,  Simeonj  ari  in- 
Judah,  art  guilty: 
ter^  and  his  crime 
he  was  immedi- 
I  the  executioner's 
ed  to  execution  i 
'ime  was  fuch  as 
I  whipping,  it  was 
formed,before  the 

73)- 

^almudijli  obferve, 

lays  a  greater  flrefs 
ing  our  parents, 
nouring  God ;  be- 
only  injoined  to 
Ltter  with  our  fub- 
whereas  we  are 


bound  to  honour  the  former, 
whether  we  have  any  fubftancc 
or  not';  and  to  work,  in  order  to 
be  able  to  maintain  them  (75). 
Thill  is  a  duty  to  which  the 
Egyptians  feem  to  have  been 
Grangers,  if  what  Herodotus 
fays  of  them  be  true,  that  the 
fons  were  not  bound  to  maintain 
their  parents,  unlefs  they  were 
willing ;  but  that  the  daughters 
were  obliged  to  it,whether  wil- 
ling or  not  {y6).  It  likewife  ex- 
celled that  of  the  Perfians^ 
Greeks,  Romafh^  and  other  po- 
lite people^  in  that  it  included 
both  parents;  whereas  thefe 
only,  or,  at  moil,  principally, 
the  father.  This  appears  by  the 
Perjsan  law  mentioned  by  Art- 
ftotle,  by  the  Roman  digefts,  and 
inilitutions  mentioned  by  Efic 
tetus,  Simpliciusy  Philo  de  lega- 
tione,  and  others  {'/y).  We 
ihall  obferve  farther,  that  the 
words  of  the  promife  annexed 
to  this  command  run  thus  in 
the  original:  That  they  may 
prolong  thy  daysy  artd  fo  on. 
From  which  the  generality  of 
Jenjurjb  interpreters  conclude 
the  word  they  to  relate  to  the 
father  and  mother  fo  honoured ; 
namely,  that  they  might  pro- 
long, by  their  prayers  and  blef* 


his  Mijbn,  traB.  fanbedr,  c.  ^.  Maim,M,  Kotx,  ^  at.  fup, 
prac,  affirm,  fup  citat.  (74)  Prov.  iii.  9.  (75)  Rab* 

ac*  affirm.  112,  ^113.  (76)  HtraJct.  /.  ii.  «r.  zf.  f^f(t 

N»  and  P»  iavft,  c.  6.  (77)  LUtu  ibid% 

K  fingSy 
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command  with  a  promife  ^  ;  and  the  puniflunent  of  HI' 
obedient  and  wicked  children  was  no  lefs  fevere.  It  vas 
death  for  any  to  curfe  or  ftrike  their  parents  o,  or  evcato 
continue  in  a  ftubborn  difobedience  to  their  coounands.  la 
this  laft  cafe,  they  had  pow'er  to  infli£l  any  ptinifl^mentEiit 
death  upon  them ;  and,  if  that  provied  ineffeAual,  thc^ 
might  then  bring  and  accufe  them  before  the  judges,  whi 
upon  full  proof,  were  obliged  to  condemn  theqi  to  deatbf) 
without  mercy  or  delay.  And,  now  we  are  upon  the  fub- 
jedl  of  puniibments,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  conclude  tbii 
article  with  an  account  of  thofe  which  were  either  appointed 
by  the  Mofaic  law,  or  made  ufe  of  at  the  prince's  yfl!^'\ 
againft  obnoxious  perfons,  before  the  captivity. 
Puntjh'  Of  the  firft  kind  were  the  fmaller  fort  of  puniflimenti} 
ments.  '  which  were  either,  i.  Fines  by  way  of  compenfation  ibc 
wrongs,  theft,  and  the  like.  2.  Selling  for  {laves  thofe 
who  were  not  able  to  pay  their  debts,  or  make  fatisfadioft 
for  a  wrong,  3.  The  talion  law,  eye  for  eye^  U9tb  fit 
toothy  Jiripe  for  Jiripe^,  &c.  Laftly,  whipping;  andttt 
laft  was  not  to  exceed  forty  laflies  4.  The  capital  p»^ 
ni(hments  were  of  four  kinds;  namely,  ftoning,  burniiig 
beheading,  and  {lrangling^  i.  Stoning  was  the  nuA 
ufual ;  and  when  the  law  condemned  a  perfon  to  deatbi 
without  naming  the  kind,  this  was  always  underftdod  tolv 
meant  by  it  *  (W).     The  crimes,  which  deferved  th!i 

°  Eph.  VI.  2.  °  Exod.  xxi.  15.17.  Levit.  xx.  9.  P  Deot 
xxi.  18,  &  feq.  ^  Ibid.  xxv.  3.  ^  Ex.  Levit-  xxiv.  14.  k. 
Num.  XV.  35.  I  Kings  xxi.  13.  *  Vid.  Deut.  xvii,  7. 


fings,  the  life  of  their  dutiful 
children.  The  words  are,incleed, 
capable  of  either  fenfe ;  but,  if 
the  Je'-jus  had  taken  them  in 
this  laft  in  our  Saviour's  time, 
they  would  not  have  met  with 
fo  fevere  a  reproof  from  him 
for  eluding  that  precept. 

( W)  Some  modern  Je^s  ra,- 
ther  think,  that  it  was  ftran* 
gling,  becaufe  it  was  an  eafier 
death ;  and  that,  in  cafes  where 
the  particular  kind  is  not  ex- 
preffed,  the  moft  favourable  is 


tobechofen(7S).  Butitlsmoii 
probable,  from  the  cafe  of 
adultery,  that  ftoning  was  tht 
puniftiment  underftood :  for  it 
is  faid,  in  Ezeiie/{yg),  InviU 
judge  thee  nvith  the  judgment  9/ 
mjedlochhreakers^  $cc.  And  two 
verfes   after,    They  Jhall  fiM 

thee  '•Mithjiones And  it  is 

plain,that  the  Je^s  underwood 
it  in  that  fenfe  in  our  Sai^oai^s 
time,  by  what  they  iaid  toliiA 
when  they  brought  the  adol* 
terefs  before  him  (So}. 


(78)  Vii,  JR.  SAhm,  in  Exod.  wi.  16.     {79)  Ch.  xx?i.  38. 40.      (So)  JtM 

vui<5* 

deatbf 


C  Vtt.        fo  the  Babylomfli  Captivity. 

death,  were  all  kmd  of  inceft,  fodomy,  beftiallty,  ravifli- 
ing  a  betrothed  virgin,  or  her  confenting  to  be  defiled  by 
another  man  ;  blafpheming,  fabbath- breaking,  witchcraft, 
idolatry,  inticing  others  to  idolatry,  rebellious  children, 
cflFering  one's  feed  to  Moloch^  and  Ibme  others  of  the  like 
nature.  For  fome  of  thefe  laft,  the  criminal  was  likewife 
to  be  hanged,  after  he  had  been  ftoned  to  death,  as  we  have 
ifcen  in  a-  former  note ;  where  we  have  alfo*  hinted  fome- 
thing  concerning  the  manner  of  this  execution,  and  to 
which  we  have  nothing  to  add,  but  that  it  was  always  done 
out  of  the  city,  as  it  was  out  of  the  camp  during  their 
abode  in  the  wildfernefs  :  hcte^  after  he  had  conferfed  his 
feult,  the  tvitnefles  came  and  laid  tileir  hands  upon  his  head, 
and  faid  aloud,  Thy  blood  he  upon  thee ^  and  threw  the- firft 
fione  J  and  the  reft  of  the  fpeftators  helped  to  difpatch 
him  ♦(W).  This,  however,  muft  be  underftood  of  re- 
gular cafes ;  for  there  were  others  of  an  irregular  nature, 
trherein  it  was  allowed  to  ftone  the  criminal,  fuch  as  a 
Uafpbemer,  idolater,  adulterer^  upon  the  fpot,  without 
further  trial.  B ^t  thefe  ought  rather  to  be  looked  upon  a^ 
scalous  mobbings,  though  encouraged  under  the  fpecious 
title  i^^  judgment  of  zeal^  founded  upon  the  action  of  Phi^ 
Meat  f ,  of  which  we  (hall  fpeak  in  the  fequel  of  this  hi- 
ftory. 

2.  Burning.  This  punifhment  was  ufed  before  Mofes^ 
as  appears  hy  yndah^s  condemning  his  daughter-in-law  to 
the  flames"^.  Some  interpreters,  indeed,  think,  that  he 
incant  no  more  than  to  have  her  burnt  in  the  forehead,  or 
ffigmatized  her  for  her  incontinency,but  without  any  proof, 
as  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel.  The  Mofaic  law  condemned 
the  daughters  of  priefts  to  be  bur  At  for  incontinency  «  ; 
and  Achan  was  condemned  to  be  ftoned  and  burnt  for  fa- 
crilegc  y.  Thefe  are  the  only  two  places  where  that  pu- 
iufhinenC  is  mentioned.     The  ^ewz  tell  us,  alfo,  of  fome 

•  Dout.  xvii.  7.  t  Num.  xxv.  6,  &feq.  '^  Gen. 

aoocviii.  24.        *  Levit.  xxi.9.        y  Joih.  vil.  28. 

(W)  The  Taimtuiijis  mention  him  down  ;  and,  if  he  did  not 

another   kind  of  ftoning,  by  die  by  the;  faJl,they  threw  ftones 

precipitating  a  man  from  fome  upon  him  till  he  was  dead.  The 

con&derable  eminence,  at  leafl;  Mofaic  law  doth  not,  indeed, 

of  the  height  of  two  men.  One  mention  this  kind  of  punifli- 

of  the  witneiTes  tied  his  hands  ment ;  but  we  find  it  pra^lifed 

beiynd  him,and  theother  threw  in  our  Saviour's  time  (8 1 ). 

{81)  tukeiw^i^. 

K  %  other 
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other  crimes  which  were  punifhed  with  it,  particularlf 
fome  kinds  of  inceft  "^^  They  add,  that  it  was  twofold  \ 
namely,  burning  with  fire,  and  with  melted  lead  pouid 
down  the  criminal's  throat. 

3.  Beheading.  This,  the  Jewijh  do&ors  fzy^  was 
a  punifhment  appointed  only  for  murderers,  and  for  towns 
that  were  fallen  into  idolatry  :  but  we  find  nothing  like  it 
to  have  been  pradifed  before  the  captivity,  in  a  judidat 
way  (X). 

But 

2  Vld.  Mos.  KoT2t,  intra£ti  ianhedr.  c  t*  Goo»wnf>Mo( 
and  Aar.  1.  v.  c.  7.  fed.  13. 

(X)  It  is  true^  indeed,  that  ftruck  their  parents.     2.  Moi* 

MimelechfOne  of  Gideon's  fonsi  flealers*     34  The   priefls  tbit 

tadfed  feventy  of  his  brothers  refafed  to  conform  to  the  d^ 

to  be  beheaded  npon  one  floj^e  termination  of  the  coart.    L 

at  Ophra  (82) ;  that  the  men  Falfe  prophets,  or  thofe  iriw 

of  Samaria  (tnt  the  heads  of  prophefied  in  the  name  of  fall 

the    fame  number  of  Mai* s  gods.     5.  He  that  defiled  aih 

fons  to  the  new  king  of  J/rael  other  man^s  bed  ;  and^  6.  Hs 

(83) ;  and  that  forty-two  of  that  had  criminal  converfatiop 

Aha7^iah\  brethren  were  put  to  with  a  prieft's  daughter.  IVft 

death,  probably,  in  the  fame  were  executed  as  fbllows :  iuSf 

way,  by  the  fame  Jehu's  or-  were  immerged  m  dang  tip  tor 

ders  (84) :  but  it  is  plain,  that  the  knees ;   two  executxoneif 

none  of  thefe  were  done  in  a  tied  a  napkin  about  their  oeck^ 

judicial  way.     We  find,  like-  and  twifted  it  till  they  wera 

wire,  inftances  of  perfons  being  quite  fufFocated.    All  kinds  of 

put  to  death  by  the  fword  :  criminals  were  buried  apart  bf 

thus  Samuel  killed  the  king  of  themfelves,   and  on  the  fame 

^     ^Mii^i(85);  inthefamenxan-  day,  together  with  theinftni<> 

ner  David  ordered  the  meifen-  ments  of  their  death,  whatever 

ger  of  SauPs  death  to  be  (lain  they  were,  to  blot  out,  as  much 

(86) ;  and  Adonijah^  Joah^  and  as  pofiible,  the  remembrance  of 

ShimeifWere  killed  by  Solomon's  it  (88). 

order,  one  of  them  at  the  very  To  thefe  we  may  add  fomt 

foot  of  the  altar  (87).  foreign    punifhments ,    whidi- 

4.  Strangling.  The  text  were  afterwards  adopted  hf 
makes  no  explicit  mention  of  their  kings  t  fuch  were  thoK 
this  kind  of  death  i  but  the  which  David  caufed  to  be  is* 
Talmudifts  reckon  fix  forts  of  fhdbed  on  the  Ammomtts  ifi€(\t 
criminals  that  were  condemned  and  that  which  Manaffeh  pot 
to  its  namely,    i.  Thofe  that  the  prophet  ^/a/&  to,  whom  lif 

(62)  Judg,  ix.  5.  ^83)  a  Kingt  x.  7.  (84)  Ihid.  ver^  ig,  fffif* 

(85)  I  Sam,  XV.  33.         (86)  2  Sam.  i.  15.  (^7)  i  Kings  H.  as,  30,  6f 

40.  [%%)  TraH,  fdnbedr,  ubi  fuf.  {%^)  %  Sam,  x\u  ult^ 


71.       to  tbi  Babylonifh  Captivity^  1%% 

IT  the  moft  dreadful  of  all  their  punifhnients,  though  ^^rr^wwa- 
i  capital  one,  was  excommunication,  efpecially  that«/V«/itf», 
\  they  called  fiematta  (Y),  anfwering  to  the  Syrian 

maran^ 


pofed,  by  feveral  antient 
s  (90),  to  have  caufed  to 
m  in  two  from  the  head 
vard,  with  a  wooden  faw, 
the  words  of  the  apoflle 
^ome  nvere  fa^wn  a/under. 
lifHculty  here  is  about  the 
jn  faw,  how  it  could  be  fit 
:h  a  purpofe :  but,allow- 
e  thing  to  be  really  fa£l, 

tradition  of  it  to  have 
preferved,  we  need  but 
ie  the  expreffion  to  be  an 
i/m,  that  is,  a  wooden 
ir  a  faw  with  which  wood 
to  be  fawn,  which  is  a 
on  idiom  in  that  tongue, 
expreffion  of  cutting  in 
and  cutting  afunder,  isj^ 
I,  frequent  in  the  Old  Te- 
)t,  and  in  the  apocryphal 
of  Sufanna,  We  omit 
3ther  puniihments  of  the 
lature,  which  would  only 
ir   readers  with  horror : 

chat  of  crucifixion,  fuch 
^ft  fufFered,  though  fome 
fanfied  it  to  be  implied  in 
ords  of  Deuteronomy  (92), 
man  be  hanged  on  a  tree^ 
tdy  fiall  not  remain  all 
on  ity  &c.  yet  it  is  genet 
allowed  to  have  been,  not 
vijby  but  a  Roman  puniih- 

and  fo  foreign  to  ouf 
>ie. 

)  The  Je^s  reckon  three 
,  or,  rather,  degrees  of 
[imanication.  The  £rft 
call  '^n^.niddui,  from  m\ 


nadah^  to  fiparatt^  or  put  from 
one :  fo  that  this  word  was  in- 
difFerencly  ufed  to  exprefs  thoie 
that  were  feparated  for  any  un- 
cleannefs,  or  for  any  crime  that 
came  within  this  degree  of  ex- 
communication (93),  The  time 
of  its  lading  was  limited  to  30 
days;  and  yet  the  delinquent 
could  either  fhorten  it,  by  do- 
ing penance ;  or  lengthen  it,  by 
ftubbornnefs,  even  to  the  end  of 
his  life,  if  he  perMed  in  it.  In 
this  laft  cafe,  they  refufed  to 
circumcife  his  children ;  and,  if 
he  died  impenitent,  the  judge 
ordered  a  (lone  to  be  thrown 
into  his  cofHn^  or  bier,  to  fhenp 
that  he  deferved  to  have  been 
(toned.. 

The  fecond  degree  they  cal- 
led ClJ'^n,  cherem^  anathema  y 
and  this,they  pretend, was  more^ 
fevere  than  the  niddui,  becaufe 
it  excluded  the  perfon  from  the 
fynagogue,  and  from  all  civil 
commerce,  which  the  other  did 
not.  Bur  we  (hall  (hew,  in  the 
fequel,  that  this  word  fignided 
quite  another  thine,  and  was 
applicable  to  men  and  things 
yowed  to  death  ordeftruQion 
(94).  And  our  learned  Selden 
has  proved,  that  there  were 
really  but  two  kinds  of  excom* 
munication,  the  leffer  and  the 
greater;  and  tha^t  the  terms, 
nidduiy  cbenm^  and  /bemattay 
were  ufed  indifferently  (95). 
The  laft,  however,  according^ 


I  Jufiin,  Mart,  diajeg,  cont,  Trypb,,  Orig»  ex  lib,  apoer,   Hier0i,  in  IJa^ 
(91)  Htb.  xi.  37.  (92)  Datt,  XKi.  22.  (93)  yid,tnt\ 

sek,  xviii.  6.  (94)  Vid.  Ltvi:»  xxvii..29.   Jejb.  tk.  U>  ^  ftf* 

\  Jyntdi  •  w/.  £fvi,  /« it  («  7i  ^  %% 
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.  piaran-atta  ufed  by  St.  Pauley  which  fignifies,  in  both 
tongues,  the  Lord  corrles^  or  is  at  hand.  Enochs  the  feventh 
from  Adam^  is  fuppofed  the  author  of  it,  becaufe  St.  7«i 
quotes  that  faying  of  his,  Behold^  the  Lord  comethwithttn 
tboufand  of  his  faints  to  execute  judgment  ;  and  fo  on»: 
which  muft  have  been,  at  leafl,  owing  to  fome  tradttioa 
among  the  Jews  (Z). 


**  1  Cor.  xvi.  22. 

to  them,  was  this,  nn^\t^,_/^^- 
matta^  which,  they  pretend, 
was  proclaimed  by  the  found 
of  400  trumpets,  as,  they  fay, 
it  was  dene  at  the  curfmg  of 
Merox  by  Dehor  ah,  A  perfon, 
{o  excommunicated,  was  never 
to  be  received  again  into  the 
congregation ;  and  fpmc  pre- 
tend, that  it  was  even  lawful  to 
put  him  to  death.  For  tWs  rea- 
fon,  they  derive  the  word  from 
Xiy^^Jham^  there  I  and  nno, 
mattah^  death :  to  which  the 
exprcfliort  of  St.  John  is  fup- 
pofed to  allude,  ihere  is  a  fin 
unto  death  \  that  is,  according 
to  them,  a  fin  that  deferves  to 
be  devoted  to  death  (96).  But 
all  this  is  forced;  and  that 
which  derives  it  from  CUU^, 
the  name  J  and  NDIn*,  comes  ^  or 
is  at  handi  feems  to  us  the  moft 
rational,  and  anfwers  to  the  Sy- 
riae  maran-atta^  which  bears 
the  feme  fenfe.  As  for  the 
crimes  to  which  thefe  excom- 
munications were  annexed,  and 
the  manner  of  pronouncing 
them,  or  of  abfolving  thefe 
that  had  incurred  them,  the 
reader  may  confult  Leiden  and 
Buxtorf  in  the  places  above- 
quoted,  or  the  learned  J.  Jam. 
Jlottinger  (97),  and  others. 


*  Ver.  14. 

(Z)  However,-  thefe  fctd| 
the  original  of  it  both  froo^ 
.  thofe  frequent  expreffipns  il' 
the  Mofaic  writings,  That  faJk 
Jhall  be  cut  off  from  Ifiradi( 
and  thou  Jhalt  put  anvay  emf 
from  the  midft  of  thee:  and^ 
more    particularly,   from  tbs 
words  in  Deborah''^  fong,Ciif4 
ye  Meroz,  f aid  the  angel  of  m 
Lord  I  curfe  yey  bitterly  the  m^ 
habitants  of  it  (98).  But,  widh- 
out  inquiring  into  the  vali&]^' 
of  thefe  fubtil  etyinologie,«t 
find  a  more  exprefs  form  qf 'it* 
in  Exra  and  Nehemiah  [(^• 
who  excommunicated  all  thofb 
that  rcfufed  to  repudiate  their 
flrange  wives ;  and  exadtedaA 
oath  from  the  people,  to  avoid 
all  affinity  and  CO. v,merce  with 
them.  The  fame  account  of  it 
we  find  in  Jofephusy  who  add^ 
that  the  goods  of  th«  excom- 
municated perfon  were  to  bo 
confifcated  to  the  holy  treafury 
(100).  It  is  true,  this  was  doM 
after    the  captivity  ;    but  W9 
need  not  doubt  but  they  bid 
precedents  and  laws  for  it  be* 
fore  that  time :  for  it  is  ftUt 
that  it  was  performed  in  aiega[ 
way,  and  purfuant  to  the  laivi 
of  God. 


(96)  I  John  V.  J  6.   Vid.  Bertram ,  de  polit,  Jud,  c.  u 
theoi/depoenitent.  /'.  49,  ^  ftf.  (9^)y'*^i'  v.  23. 

X.  7,  a^Je^f  Nelfgm*  xiii.  25.  (100)  Ant.  /,  xi.  c.  5. 


(97)  m^)^ 
(99)  £^* 

Lm 
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Laws  againft  murder. 

\JfO  S  E  S  tells  us,  that,  from  the  time  of  the  flood.  Murder. 
^'•^  murder  couJd  not  be  expiated  but  by  the  death  of  the 
murderer  P,  whatever  might  be  the  punifliment  of  it  before 
that  time.  Under  the  law,  God  feems  to  exprefs  a  much 
greater  abhorrence  againft  it :  he  not  only  forbad  it  in  the 
decalogue  <!,  but  appointed  avengers  to  punifh  the  guilty 
pcrfon  where-ever  they  found  him  r,  and  permitted  him 
to  be  torn  from  the  moft  venerable  fan£luaries  to  con* 
dign  punifliment  *,  as  was  lately  hinted  5  and  cxprefly  for- 
bid both  the  avenger  and  judges  to  make  any  compofition, 
©r  to  accept  of  any  other  recompence  for  the  crime  ^ ;  and 
thefe  laws  extended  equally  to  Ifraeliiesy  and  to  the  ft  ran- 
gers that  dwelt  amongfl:  them  "  (A).  We  may  alfo  add 
another  iriftitut^on,  extremely  prope;-  to  infpire  the  people 
Hfith  an  uncommon  horror  againft  wilful  murder ;  namely, 
that  for  the  expiation  of  an  uncertain  murder.  It  was  as 
follows  :  As  foon  as  the  judges,  who  lived  near  the  place 
where  a  man  was  found  murdered,  were  informed  of  it, 
tbej  were  to  examine  what  town  was  neareft  to  it,  and  to 
fommon  the  elders  of  that  city,  who  were  thereupon 
(d>liged  to  bring  an  heifer  that  had  never  been  yoked,  and 
to  drive  her  into  a  rough  uncultivated  valley,  and  there 
ftrike  her  head  ofF :  thefe,  ancj  the  priefts,  were  then  to 
ijfalh  their  hands  over  her,  and  to  profefs,  that  their  hands 
lud  not  Died  this  blood,  neither  their  eyes  feen  it  done  \ 

P  Gen.  IX.  6.    Scevgl.i.  p.  259.  t  Exod.  xx.  13, 

pu.  12.    Deuf.  V.  17.    Levit.  xxiv.  17,  &  alib.  r  Num. 

XXXV.  19.  »  Exod.  xxi.  14.  ^  Num.  xxxv.  31,  32. 

■  Levit.  xxiv.  ^^n 

(A)  The  only  cafes,  there-  «fa/,liintei  under  the  lafthead^ 

fori,  in  which  one  man  might  by  which  it  was  lawful  for  any 

lawfully  kill  another,  were,  i .  number  of  men  to  Bill  upon  a 
When  the  avenger  of  blood  .  pcrfon  who  was  caught  in  any 

found  a  manflayer  out  of  his  abominable  fn^t ;  fuch  as  blaf- 

phce  of  refuge.     2.  In  a  man's  pheming,  offering  his  feed  to^ 

^n  defence.     3.  In  defence  of  Moloch,  and  the  like,  and  to. 

a  brother  (fraeiite  ;  and,  laftly,  kill  him  upon  the  fpot.     Thus" 

an  infant  might  likewife  be  de-  the  Levites  weQt.out,and  killedf 

firoyed  to  preferve  the  life  of  three  thoufand  of  the  worlhip- 

the  mother,  but  not  f/Vf  «i;^r/7.  ers  of  the  golden  calf;    ain\ 

To  thefe  the  Jews  add  that  Fhineas   puuilhed  '&n  abomi-i. 
\k'hich  they  call  the  ritbt  of   uable  whoredom  with  death.    • 

1^  \  ^fW 
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after  which,  they  were  to  pray  to  God  not  to  lay  it  to  theii: 
charge  w(B). 

Ijffim  againfi  adultery y  and  all  other  unlawful  cm-, 
merce  of  fexes.     The  trial  of  adultery^  or  waters  of 
jetiloitfy  •,  concerning  marriage  and  levirate. 

t.YT  will  fcarcely  be  thought  needful  to  inquire  howlar 
•*•  the  words,  Thou  /halt  not  commit  adultery  ^^  excluded 
all  other  carnal  gra(;ifications  which  were  not  confined 
within  the  bounds  of  hCwful  wedlock  (C).  It  is  fufficient 
to  fay,  that  inceft,  rape,  fodomy,  and  beftiality,  are  for- 
bid by  other  cxprefs  laws,  under  pain  of  death,  as  well  as 

"^  Deut.  xxi.  1,  Sa  feq.  »  Exod,  xx.  14.  DcuCv.  18. 


(B)  One  may  fee,  by  all  this 
folemn  ceremony,  and  by  all 
the  above-mentioned  laws,  what 
care  was  taken  to  deter  them 
from  the  guilt  of  (bedding  in- 
nocent blood.  It  was  for  this 
very  reafon,alfo,  that  God  gave 
them  ieveral  laws,  whofe  only 
tendency  was,  to  divert  them 
from  cruelty :  fuch  were  thofe 
that  forbad  them  to  feeth  a  lamb 
or  kid  in  its  mother's  milk ;  to 
"kill  the  dam  and  her  young, 
both  in  one  day ;  to  catch  the 
old  birds  and  their  brood  to- 
gether ;  to  muzzle  the  ox  that 
treadeth  the  corn  ;  to  refufe  to 
alfift  a  neighbour's,  or  even  an 
enemy's  beaH,  that  funk  under 
its  burden ;  and  many  more  of 
the  like  nature,  all  highly  pro- 
per to  infpire  them  with  fenti- 
ments  of  humanity  and  good- 
nature, which  the  (laughter  they 
were  going  to  make  of  fo  many 
nations,  juHly  doomed  to  it  for 
their  wickednefs,  might  other- 
wife  have  been  apt  toextingui(h 
in.  them. 


(C)  This  is,  indeed,  tller^ 
ceived  opinion  of  many  Jnot 
and  Chriflians,whOyby  thewod 
B»:),  napb,  underftand  all  kini 
of  illicit  coition,  and  annatnid 
lufts  ( I ).     Yet  we  beg  leave  to. 
take  notice,  that  fome  of  tke 
antients,  on  both  fides,  vaaio' 
(lood  it  of  the  breach  of  coi- 
jugal  faith.     Accordingly,  we 
find,  by  Phi'lo  and  TertuUum^ 
that  fome  of  the  Greet  copio 
placed  this  law  againft  adulter/ 
before  that  againft  murder  in 
the  decalogue;  and  thefetwo 
great  orators  have  taken  tlie 
pains  to  prove  the  former  to  be 
the  more  grievous  crime  of  the 
two^  and  te  defcribe  the  great 
hurt  it  doth  to  human  fociety ; 
the  latter  concluding  it  to  be 
the  greater  crime,  becauie  for- 
bidden before  murder  (2).  How- 
ever, it  is  certain,  that  Mefes 
has    no-where    given   fuch  a 
weighty  reafon  againft  that,  as 
he  doth  againft  this,  when  he 
fays,  For  in  the  image  of  Gd 
created  he  man  (3). 


(i)  Vid,  Jthifititr.  in  Exod,  xx.  &  comment,  fer,  em,  in  ioc, 
ie  pndiciu  Kid*  Carltw,  cencorJU  c*  7.  (3)  G*n*  ix.  6. 


(2)  'TiftdU 

adultery* 
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adultery  ^.  As  for  fornication,  though  it  was  not  made 
capital  in  fome  cafes,  yet  was  it  forbid  by  feveral  hws  ^  : 
the  difference  was,  that  any  woman  who  ventured  to  marry 
under  the  notion  of  being  a  virgin,  and  was  proved  to  be 
etherwife,was  to  be  ftoned  *  ;  whcreas,if  a  man  defloured  a 
virgin,  he  was  to  pay  her  father  fifty  fhekels  of  filvci^  and  to 
marry  her,  without  having  it  in  his  power  to  put  her  awky^  . 
during  her  life^.  Adultery  was  punifhable  with  death  in 
both  parties,  whether  they  were  both  married,  or  onl/the 
woman  ;  but  we  cannot  affirm  the  punifbment  of  a  mar-< 
ried  man  to  have  been  the  fame,  who  committed  adultery 
with  an  unmarried  woman :  for,  befides  that  the  crime  was 
not  alike,  with  refpeA  to  fociety,  it  is  plain,that  Mofis  wzs 
forced  to  indulge  them,  in  fome.  other  particulars,  as  unju- 
ftifiable  as  this  ;  fuch  as  polygamy,  divorce^  and  the  like  ; 
which  are  juftly  condemned  in  the  gofpel. 

However,  with  refpe£l  to  the  wives,  as  there  was  a 
neceflity,  that  they  (hould  be  kept  under  ftrider  ties,  to 
prevent  ftrange  mixtures  in  families ;  fo,  in  order  to  deter 
them  from  all  unlawful  liberties  of  that  kind,  as  well  as» 
perhaps,  to  prevent  thofe  that  were  innocent  from  being 
unjuflly  fufpe£led  and  ill-treated  by  their  jealous  hufbands, 
Afofes  was  commanded  to  appoint  the  waters  of  jealoufy, 
with  the  promife  of  a  conflant  miracle,  by  which  the  guilty 
(hould  be  punifhed  in  a  very  dreadful  manner,,  and  the  in- 
nocent cleared  with  applaufe.  The  ceremony  was  to  be 
performed  in  the  following  manner  c  : 

2.  Whenever  a  man  had  conceived  a  miftruft  of  hisfTatersd/ 
wife's  inco;itinency,  be  was  to  bring  an  offering  for  htT^jealou/j. 
peculiar  to  thi$  cafe  ;  namely,  a  cake  made  of  barley-meal, 
without  oil  or  incenfe,  and  to  put  it  into  th^  hands  of  the 
priefl :  at  the  fame  time  he  brought  his  wife  alfo,  and  de- 
clared what  grounds  he  had  for  fufpe<^ins  her  :  the  priefl 
then  took  the  ^j^cufed  woman  before  the  Lord,  either  to 
the  tabernacle,  or  temple,  uncovered  her  head  (D),  and 

put 

y  Vid.  Lcvit.  xviii.  pafT.  Ibid.  xx.  lo,  &feq.  Dcut.  xxii.  22» 
&feq.  •  Ibid,  xxiii.  17,  18.   Lcvit.  xxi.  7.  ■  Deut. 

xxii.  20«  21.         ^  Ibid.  ver.  zS^zg,        *  Num. v.  24,  &fcq. 

(D)The7^iundeHlandb7  with  a  packthread :  others  fay^ 
it,  (having  her  hair,  or,  at  leafl,  that  her  cloaths  were  exchaog'd 
cuttingthe  curls  ofF.  They  add,  for  a  black  fuit,  in  token  of 
that  they  tore  her  cloachs  down  mourning;  and,  in  this  man- 
to  her  brcafi,  and  tied  (Jhem    aer,  ih0  was  expofed  to  public 

yicw^ 
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put  the  offering  into  her  hand^  whilf^  himfelf  took  fome. 
holy  water,  impregnated  with  wormwood,  or  fome  fudt, 
bitter  herbs,  into  which  he  put  fome  of  the  duft  of  the 
floor,  or  pavement,  together  with  the  words  of  the  curie 
written  at  full  length,  to  this  effcQ. :  That,  if  (he  had  beta 
guilty  of  defiling  her  marriage-bed,  tbofe  waters  fbould'. 
(well  and  burft  her  beUy,  and  rot  her  thigh  ;  but,  if  ihe 
was  innocent,  they  fhould  have  no  power  to  hurt  her.: 
Thefe  words  he  firlt  rea(i  to  her  aloud,  arid,  if  ihe  perfiflei 
to  go  op  with  the  trial,  (he  anfwered,  Amen,  He  was  then 
to  blot  out  the  words  of  the  curfe  in  the  bitter  water,  they 
b^ing,  according  to  the  Jews,  written  with  an  in]^  pi^dij 
without  vitriol,  which  would  be  eaiily  wafhed  away  ^  after 
which,  he  gave  her  the  water  to  drink,  whilft  he  toolf,  tbr 
offering,  or  cake  of  jealoufy,  off"  her  hand,  and  waved  itta 
the  Lord,  and  burnt  part  of  it  upon  the  altar  :  the  con-, 
fequence  was^  that,  if  (he  was  guilty,  the  water  ^id  burft 
her  belly,  and  rot  her  thigh,  and  (he  died,  foon  after  her: 
<(irinking  it ;  but^  if  (he  was  innocent,  (he  not  only  came 
off*  unhurt,  but,  as  a  token  and  reward  of  her  continence, 
(be  became  more  healthy  and  fruitful ;  and  the  hu(band  was 
to  take  her  home,  aqd  cheri(h  her  the  more,  for  having 
given  hin^  fuch  an  eminent  proof  of  her  chaftity  (£)• 

For 


view.  Thefe  circumftances,they 
tell  us,  had  fomething  fo  dread- 
ful to  the  JenjuiJ^  women,  efpe- 
tially  the  chaile  ones,  that  they 
fiudied  nothing  more,  than  to 
keep  themfelves  free  from  any 
fafpicion,  which  might  expofe 
ihem  to  that,  which  they 
eftcemed  worfe  than  death. 
For  this  reafon,  they  did  not 
fufFer  a  woman  to  be  brought 
to  this  trial  upon  every  flight 
fufpicion  :  the  hufband  was  to 
bring  fome  proofs,  that  he  had 
forewarned  her,more  than  once 
or  twice,  againfl  being  feen  in 
(uch  a  man's  company  as  he 
.was  jealous  of;  notwithibinding 
which,  they  had  been  (band  to- 
gether in  private,  or  in  fome 
remote  place^  at  leaH,  a§  long  a 


time  as  a  man  might  boil  at 
egg,  and  eat  it  (4). 

(£)  This  is  all  that  we  find 
in  the  Mo/aU  law.  The  Tal- 
mudifts  have  added  feveral  other 
circumftances  relating '  to  this 
ceremony,  which  we  fhould  be 
loth  to  warrant,  both  becaafe^ 
by  their  own  confeflion,  it  has 
been  difjfed  feveral  centuries, 
before  their  time,  (ince  whidi 
ad  ul  tery  became  more  frequent ; 
and  becaufe  neither  the  cano- 
nical,  nor  apocryphal  books,or, 
indeed,  any  of  iheir  writings 
that  we  know  of,  aftord  us  one 
fingle  inftance  of  its  ever  hav- 
ing been  ufed  before  that  dme, 
whereby  one  might  guefs  wherft 
th6y  had  thdm. 

Thus  they  affirnij  tlatV  \( 


(4}  Kti^MMi0,inf^inHtYi^ 


As 
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ught  appears,  therefore,  this  ceremony  might  be  in- 
jd  only  in  terrorem^  and  yet  prove  very  efFeSual,  both 
»ep  the  wives  within  the  bounds  of  conjugal  fidelity, 
the  hufbands  from  too  lightly  fufpeAing  them  of  a 
h  of  it ;  efpecially,  if  another  circumftance,  which 
fews  tell  us,  be  true,  or  was  believed  to  be  fo  ;  that 
waters  could  have  no  efFeft  upon  the  wife,  how  guilty 
r,  if  the  huiband  had  likcwife  been  guilty  of  tranf- 
ng  the  laws  of  wedlock  <J.  Whether  the  Ifraelites 
;en  any  the  lik^  cuftom  in  Egypt,  or  in  any  other  na-. 
which  made  it  expedient  to  have  fomething  among 
in  imitation  of  it,  we  will  not  affirm ;  but  it  is  plain, 
ilmoft  every  country,  fince,  had  a  kind  of  trial,  or  or- 
not  only  for  cafes  of  incontinency,  but  almoft  for 
crime. 

Marriage.     We  find  but  few  laws  concerning  Marriage* 
nftitution,  befides  thofe  which  we  have  mentioned 
the   laft  article  againft  adultery  (F).     Mofes  con- 
tented 

ELD.  de  fynedr.  &  uxor.  Heb.  Buxtorf.  Munst.  in 
v.  £asnag.  rep.  Heb.  l.i.  c.  12.  Calm,  fab  voc.  Adult, 
mult.  poU.  rabbin. 

as  guilty,  (he  had  no  an  hundred  years  before  the  de- 
drank  the  water,than  ihe  fbudion  of  the  fecond  temple, 
to  look  pale  and  ghaftly ,  All  own,howeYer,  that  the  rea- 
esfwelledoutofherhead,  fon  of  its  being  fet  afide  was, 
be  lofl  the  ufe  of  them  :  that  adulteries  became  not  otly 
lly  likewife  fwelled  fo  vi-  more  ireguent,  which,  confe- 
that  they  made  all  the  quently,  would  have  kept  the 
maginable  to  convey  her  priefb  and  judges  continually 
lelT  {he  fl^ould  defile  the  employed ;  but  were,  likewife^ 
:>y  her  deaths. They  add,  more  public;  fo  that  thetriair 
is  AiJl  more  .remarkable,  of  clandeiline  or  doubtful  ones 
le  man,  who  had  had  cri-  became  ufelefs,when  men  com* 
commerce  with  her,  died  mitted  them  fo  publicly,  that 
;  very  inilant,  and.  much  all  the  world  was  apprifed  of 
fame  manner,how  diilant  them  ( 5 ). . 
fi'om  her,  and  ignorant  (F)  Though  the  Mofaic  law 
t  was  done.  Authors  dif-  doth  no-where  oblige  men  to 
ibottt  the  time  when  this  marry,  yet  the  Jews  have  aU 
lions  ceremony  was  iet  a-  way3  looked  upon  it  as  an  in-i 
fome  afHrmijBg,that  it  was  difpenfkhle  duty,  implied  in  the 
I  after  the  captivity ;  and  o«  words,  Jncrtufe  and  multiply  (j6),< 
hatit  continued  till  about  So  that  a  nun»  who  didmotr 

id.  Setd.  Buxu  Munft,  Lamy,  Cum  Safna^,  ^  tth  fup*  citau    (6)  C*». 

CI. 

marry 
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tented  himfelf  with  reftraining  the  Ifraelites  from  marrying 
within  certain  degrees  of  confanguinity,  which  had,  tilt 
then,  been  permitted,  to  prevent  their  taking  wives  frcmi 
among  the  idolatrous  nations,  with  whom  they  lived*  Thii 
was  the  reafon  which  Abraham  gave  for  chufmg  a  wife  far 
Ifaac  from  his  own  kindred  ♦,  and  his  defcendents,  for  foK 
lowing  his  example  ^ ;  but  which  was  now  intirely  ceafed, 
by  their  being  fo  exceedingly  multiplied.  Thefe  are  there- 
fore the  degrees  which  that  lawgiver  forbad,  as  incefiuousi 
tinder  pain  of  death  :  i.  To  marry  one's  own  father  or 
mother.  2.  Father  or  mother-in-law.  3.  ,The  brother  or 
fifter  of  one's  father  or  mother.  4.  A  grandfon  or  grand- 
daughter, 5.  An  uncle  or  aunt.  6.  A  fon  or  daughter- 
in-law*  7.  Two  brothers  or  fitters,  by  which  the  Jew^ 
underftood  thofc  only  by  the  mother's  fide  j  becaufe  they 
looked  upon  this  confanguinity  to  be  greater  than  the  pa- 
ternal ones,  perhaps  from  a  belief,  that  the  mother  contrin 
buted  moft  to  the  generation  of  the  child  f .  8.  A  brofber 
er  fiftcr-in-law.  9.  The  hufband  or  wife  of  an  uncle  or 
aqnt.  10.  The  father  and  fon,  or  mother  and  daughter, 
cither  together,  or  one  after  the  death  of  the  other  g.  A* 
for  the  other  laws  relating  to  matrimony,  they  feem  ratfaer 
to  be  taken  from  the  praSice  of  the  patriarchs  (F)^ 

Thi 


\ 


•  Gen.  xxiv,  3,,&feq.  ^  Ibid.  xxvi.  34,  55.  xxviii.  i^ 

&  alib.  -f-  Vid.  Phil,  de  fpec.  leg.  Clem.  Alex,  ilcom. ii.. 

K  Levit.  xviii.  6>  &  feq. 


marry  before  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  was  counted  ac- 
ceifory  to  any  irregularity 
which  the  young  women  might 
be  tempted  to,  for  want  of  be- 
ing timely  married.  They  had 
a  proverb  in  the  Talmud,  Wha 
is  be  that  froftitutes  his  daugh- 
ter ^but  he  ivho  keeps  her  too  long 
mnmarriedf  or  gives  her  to  an 
MmanF  For  this  reafon,  they 
uied  to  marry  them  as  foon  as 
they  came  of  age/ which,  with 
them^  was  at  twelve ;  but,  if 
their  Others  married  them  be- 
£>re,  they  might,  when  they 
came  to  it,be  parted  from  their 

(7)  JDwf,  XXi,  15,  ^  (eq. 


husbands,  if  they  did  not  like 
them. 

(F)  Thus  he  forbids  thcfirft- 
born  to  be  difmherited  oat  of 
favour  or  afiedtion  to  another 
wife  :  as  when  a  man  has  two 
wives,  and  loves  one  more  thai 
the  other  ;  in  fuch  a  caie,it  was 
not  lawful  for  him  to  transfer 
the  inheritance  to  the  children 
of  the  favourite  wife,  if  that  of 
the  other  was  the  firft-born  (7)^ 
This  is  in  imitation  oiJbrahem^ 
who  gave  portions  to  all  hit 
other  children,  and  the  inheHt* 
ance  to  lfaac{%).  The  only 
difference  here  is,  that  Mojts 


(S)  dn,  XXV,  s^  6, 


orders 
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i£  fame  thing  may  be  faid  of  that  law  which  it  called 
fuirate^  which  ooliged  a  man,  whofe  brother  died  Levirate* 
ut  ifTue,  to  marry  his  widow,  and  to  raife  up  feed  to 
'Other  n  ;  for  this  is  no  more  than  what  we  find  had 
the  praftice  in  Judah*s  time  o.  However,  Mofes  doth 
cave  it,  in  fome  meafure,  to  a  man's  choice,  whether 
U  comply  with  the  law,  or  not ;  and,  in  cafe  of  a  re« 
the  widow  could  only  fummon  him  before  the  judges 
:  place,  inhere,  if  heperfifted,  (he  untied  his  (hoe,  and 
1  his  face,  and  faid,  T^hus  Jhall  it  be  done  unto  the  man 
efufes  to  build  up  bis  brether*s  heufe^  or  family  ;  after 
1  he  was  branded  with  the  appellative  of  the  man 
;  ihoe  was  unloofed  (G).    In  this  number  we  may 

alio 

# 

>eut.  XXV.  5,  &  fcq.        •  Vid.  Gen.  xxxviii.  6,  &ieq* 

but  a  double  portion  to  der  by  the  word  concubines ^  bar* 

left  (9).     Herein  is  alio  a  lots^  and  frofiituies^  yet,  in  i)od# 

law,  tacitly  implied,  at  of  thofe  places  of   Scripture 

for  a  man  to  have  two  where  that  word  occurs,  which 

:    to  which  he  adds  a  are  about  36,is  any  fnch  iinifter 

namely,  that,  upon  the  fenfe  implied.  However,  there 

ige  of  a  fecond  wife,  a  is  a  two&>ld  difierence  between 

lall  flill  be  bound  to  con-  thefe  and  wives  of  the  £rft  rank 

to  the  former  her  food,  (12) :  firft,  with  refpedto  the 

It,  and  the  duty  of  mar-  manner  of  taking  them ;  name-* 

10).     This  laft  is  alfo  ly,  the  latter  with  the  ufual  ce- 

mable  to  what  Laban  ex«>  remonies,  and  the  former  with** 

Df  Jacoby  when  he  mar-  out ;   and,  fecondly,  with  rt^ 

be  fecond  fifter  after  the  fped  to  their  authority,  and  the 

1).  honour  paid  to  them  and  their 

\  Je^s  did  not  content  children.     One  thing  Maimon 

ives  with  this  fmall  al-  (13)  tells  U8»  from  the  Talmud,' 

:e  of  two  wives,  as  we  that  a  man  might  have  as  many 

ifer  from  the  examples  wives  as  he  could  maintain,eveft 

€iAd  and  Solomon^  and  ma-  to  an  hundred  ;  and  that  it  was 

lers :  but  it  mud  be  ob-  not  in  their  power  to  hinder 

.  that  they  made  a  di-  him,  provided  he  had  riches  and 

n  between  the  wives  of  ftrength  fufiicient  for  them  all. 
i  rank,  and  thoie  of  the        (G)  From  the  words  here 

The  firft  they  called  xxkdhy  Mofes, If  brethren  dwell 

.  najhim^  and  the  others  together  ( 1 4),  one  would  be  apt 

iT^D,  filgajhhn  ;    which  to  conclude,  that  this  law  was 

iiough  moft  verfions  ren-  only  intended  for  fuch  as  dwelt 

>Mf.  xxi.  17.  (to)  £xe^.  xzitio.  {li)  Gen,  txsCu  %o* 

nf.  I  Kings  xJ.  3.  3  a  Cbrtm.  xi.  ti.  (13)  HuUk  ijbiab,  c,  14. 

rut,  XXV.  $. 

fliU 
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alfd  add  another  law,  which  ohiigeid  the  hufband  to  pajr  j 
down  a  competent  dowry  for  the  wife,  or,  as  the  JflBr. 
termed  it  in  their  contrafls,  to  pay  the  price  or  equivs 
of  her  virginity  P  (G). 

From  thefe,  and  fuch-like  inilarices,  we  may  likewifil^ 
conclude,  what  was  their  way  of  courtfhip,  or,  rather,  rf] 
contra<Sling  and  celebrating  their  marriages.     The  former' 
was  tranfafled  by  the  parents  or  relations,  on  both  fi(ia(' 
and,  when  the  matter  was  agreed,  the  bridegroom  was  in^ 
troduced  to  his  bride ;  prefents  were  exchanged  on  all  fidia^ 
the  contract  figned  before  witnefTes,  and,  after  confummti* 
tion,  the  bride  tarried  ftill  fome  fime  with  her  relation^ 

P  Vid.MAiM.  iniflioth,  c.  3^  feft.  i. 


flill  in  their  father.'s  houfe; 
which  feems  to  have  been  the 
cafe  of  Judah\  three  fons, 
mentioned  ^bove.  Accordingly, 
the  rabbits  have  underftood  this 
law  in  a  very  reflrained  fenfe, 
both  in  this  and  fome  other  par- 
ticulars :  fuck  as  that  the  eldeft 
only,  of  the  furvivors,  was  ob- 
lig^  to  marry  the  widow,  and 
not  even  he,  if  he  was  already 
married :  in  which  cafe,  they 
pretend  that  it  was  left  to  his 
option.  But  if  we  look  into 
the  antient  practices,  in  the 
times  of  the  judges,  we  fhall 
fihdythat  Boa%y  who  was  neither 
brother,  nor  nearefl  of  kin  to 
*  the  deceafed^did  yet  think  him- 
felf  obliged  to  marry  Ruth,  up- 
on the  nearefl  kinfman*8  re- 
fuiing  to  do  it  ( 1 5 ; :  from  which 
one  would  be  apt  to  conclude, 
that  the  law  rather  extended 
farther;  and  that,  where  no 
brothers  were  left  to  marry  the 
widow,  that  duty  became  inr 
cum  bene  on  the  neareit  relation 
in  courfe.  However,  it  is  plain, 
^m  the  cafe  which  the  Sad- 


ducees  put  to  our  Saviour,  abooi 
the  feven  brethren  that  had  had 
the  fame  woman  fucceffively 
(16),  that  this  law  was  not  a* 
derftood  in  that  limited  ieofiS 
which  the  Taimudifis  haveBoce 
underilood  it  in. 

(G)  T\i\i&  Abraham  {tiiSi\k 
fleward  with  a  confidenUl 
quantity  of  riches  to  preftothii 
future  daughter-in-law  and  fcer 
relations  (17):  Jacob  parcfaaied 
his  two  wives  at  the  price  of 
fourteen  years  fervicade(r8)| 
and  when  Hamor  came  to  ajflt  hii 
daughter  for  his  fon  ShecbtmM 
bid  him  raife  the  price  of  her 
dowry  as  high  as  he  pietfed 
(19).  Da<vid  like  wife  modeflijf 
confeifrng/his  inability  tQpiyi 
dowry  anfwerable  to  Sm^ 
daughter,  the  king  acquittal 
him  for  an  hundred  prepuces  of 
the  Phi  lift  tnes  ;  and  the  pro* 
phet  Ho/fa  bought  a  wife  fir 
hfteen  pieces  of  filver,  and  t 
fmall  quantity  of  barley  (xo): 
fo  that  a  man  might  be  trolv 
faid  to  have  purchafcd,  atival 
as  to  marry  a  wife. 


.  (is)'Rutb  iv.  faf,  (16)  Mat.  xxii.  24,  fif  fef,  (17)  Gm, 

xxiv.  faf.  (18)  UiJ.  xxix.  18,  6f  fef.  (19)  Uid.  xxxir.  11, 

(Sf  fef,  (20)  iSam,  xviii.  22,  ^  fej,  Hof,  iii,  2, 

how 
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iow  Fong,  or  howihort,  we  cannot  exactly  fay +- ;  after 
ivhich,  ibe  was  fent  away  to  her  hufband's  habitation,  with 
£nging  and  dances,  at  the  found  of  feveral  indruments. 
This  laft  was  generally  performed  in  the  night,  and  the  pfi- 
lable  of  the  ten  virgins  plainly  alludes  to  it  ^  It  was  like* 
^ife  cuftomary  with  them  to  contract  thefe  marriages, 
niiilft  their  children  were  very  young,  and  this  was  calle4 
cfpoufing ;  after  which,  both  parties  continued  with  their 
parents  till  they  were  of  age  to  confummate.  As  for  the 
daughters,  whether  they  were  efpoufed,  or  not,  they  were 
kept  very  ftrift,  and  out  of  fight,  by  the  Ifraelites  ;  though 
this  cuflom  feems  rather  to  have  been  taken  up  after  the 
misfortune  of  Yacob's  daughter,  than  borrowed  from  their 
neighbours,  wno  made  no  fciHiple  to  fend  theirs  to  feed 
and  water  their  flocks,  as  we  find  was  done  by  Laban\ 
fifter  and  daughters,  as  well  as  by  thofe  of  Jethro  among 
the  Midianiies  «.  From  this  privacy  with  which  the  un- 
married damfels  were  kept,  they  came  to  be  called  Almahs^ 
which  fignifies  bidden^  or  concealed  (Hj.  There  was  like- 
wife 

f  SeeGen..xxiv.  55,  &fcq.  Onkelos,  R,  Solom.  &Mun- 
ITER,  in  loc.  ^  Mat.  xxv.  i»  &feq.  «  Vid.  Gen. 

uuV.  i3>&:feq.  xxix.  9.  £xod.  ii.  16. 

(H)  From  th?  word  Oby,  ginal,  which  is  not  onlyc^p^Ut 

mlam^   or,  rather,  gbalam^  to  of.  but  doth  mapifeftly  carry  a 

hide.     To  this  feems  to  allude  much  fublimer  fend?.  We  hope» 

that   faying  oi  Agur  {21) ^  if  therefore,  the  reader  will  006 

tightly  tranflated The  way  think  amifs,  if  we  take  thisop^' 

rf.  the  man^  n  Dt'V 3^  hthalmah  :  por  Cunity  of  doing  juiiice  to  th« 

(hat  is  (not  lAfith^  36  our  veriion  text,  and  its  divine  author*  bj 

bath  it*  bat}^  in  the  maid,  or  fetting  it  in  its  full  light. 
virgin.  And  here  we  beg  leave        Whoever  .exanunes  the  pre  <p 

to  obier^*  th^t  an,  anonymous  face,  in  the  four  or  five  firjQ: 

Sfjg/i^  SLMthoT  took  upon  him,  verfes  of  this  chapter, will  eafily 

iio4er    the  name  of  the  late  own,  that  fuch  lofty  expreffions 

Ifpnf.  Iki  C/erc,  to  quarrel  with  could  only  be  defig.ned  to  uihec 

his  text,  as  trifling  and  obfcene  in  fome  fublime  myilery :  but 

aa) ;  whereas,  our  verfion  be-  who  can  find  any  fuch  in  thefe 

1^  the  only  one  we  know  of  words,  whether  we  read  them 

hat  renders  \t*witha  maid^thQ  in  or  <with  the  maid?  that  is, 

ibjedlon  could  flow  but  from  an  whether  we  under^nd  them  of 

inglijh  pen :  and  we  may  ven-  coition,  ox  generation  F  Befuies,. 

ire  to  add,  ope  that  had  but  a  where  is  there  either  the  ana- 

ipcr£cjal  knowlegeof  theori-  logy  or  climax  implied  in  the 

(zi)  Prry,  xzxu  I),  (ax)  Lfttteri  cgnctming  infpiratUn,_ 

beginning 
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'Vife  anbther  law  which  forbad  heireffcs  to  marry  out  of 
their  own  tribe  ^,  from  which  the  reft  were  exempted  \ 
but  a  man  wa$  left  to  his  liberty  to  marry,  not  only  in  afl? 
of  the  twelve  tribes,  but  even  out  of  them,  provided  tt 
was  with  nations  that  ufed  circumcifion  ' ;  fuch  as  the. 
MidinniteSj  IJhfnaeliteSy  EdomiteSj  Mbabitts^  and  Egjf^ 
tians{l).  ^ 

Thbii 
*  Num.  xxxvi.  paiT.  *  Cotepate  l>eut.  vii.  5.  &  xxiSi 

beginning  of  theveHe?  ^en  Mo/eimzrriedAMidiamte;  Btai 

mre  thru  tUugs  too  harift^me^  b.  Moabite(2 3 ) ;  MaacbabyAifih 

jia^four^  or,  rather,  a  GMirth,  /0/»*s  mother,  was  the  daughter. 

jwbieb .  I  cannot    comprehend »  of  7a//»/zi,  king  of  G^«r  (24)1 

What  analogy  doth  lY^^a^of  AMafa  was  the  fon  of  Jethir^ 

a  many  whether  in  or  nmth  a  an  Iflrniaelite^  by  Abigaily  Da* 

inaidy  bear  to  that  of  an  eaale  *vid*s  filler  (2$] ;  and  SoUmet^ 

in  the  air,  or  a  (hip  in  the  mioR  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign, 

tof  the  fea,  5sf  r .  P  or  wherein  is  married    Pharaoh^s    daughter 

the  former  harder  to  be  under-  (26).  Whenever,  therefore,  wi 

Hood  than  the  latter?  But  if  And  him  and  other  kings  UaAU 

we  underftahd  it  of  the  con-  for  marrying  ftrange  womca^ 

ception  of  a  man  in  a  virgin,  as  we  mud  underiland  it  of  thotf  i 

the  words  feem  plaii^  to  im-  nations  that  were  idolatrous  adi 

ply^  then  both  the  analogy  ancL  uncircumcifed^ 
climax  will  be  very  natural ;        This  law  feems  alfo  founded' 

and  the  conception  of  the  man^  upon  what  the '  fubtil  fons  of- 

cr^   as  the  word  "^^^,  gebber,  Jacob  faid  to  the  Sbechemituv 


imports,  the  mighty  man  in  a  It  is  not  la<iuful  for  us  to 

€;/>^/ij^continuing  fhll  fuch,will  tra6l  affinity  nvith  one  that  ii 

appear  moft  fitly  compared  to  uncitBcumcifed  (27).    Howeffr^' 

"the  flight  of  an  eagle  in  the  air,  this  mult  be  underHood  of  fack 

&r.  which  leave  no  trace  be-  only  as  were  admitted  into  thd 

hind ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  Je^ijh  religion :  as  for  thofe 

be    mod:   juftly  efteemed  the  that  were  not  fo,  they  were  lol 

hardefl>  of  all  the  reft,  to  be  ac-  fo  much  as  permitted  to  haie 

counted  for.     This  text  may  any  carnal  commerce  with  thcB^ 

therefore  juftly  be  looked  upon  except  in  the  cafe  of  an  Hehrtm 

as  parallel  to  that  of  Jeremiah  fqldier^s  having  taken  a  gMik 

xxxi.  22. — The  Lord  has^  or  captive^    to  whom   Mafes  il- 

nvilly  create  a  new  things  a  luo-  dulg'd  the  liberty  of   enjoy* 

tnan  Jhall  incompafs  gebber,  a  ing  her  once,  before  the  ma^ 

man^  or  the  mighty  man,  riage  was  confirmed  :  thisi  at 

(I)  Accordingly  we  find,  that  leait,ieems  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the 

(23)  Ruth  IV,  (24)  2  Sam.  in.  3.  1  Cbron,  Hi.  2.         '(25)  1  Cbror/u 

1 7,  (k  Jep        (26)  X  Kings  uuu  (27}  Ccn^  xxxiv.  14. 

words; 


ti.        id  the  fiabyionifll  Capttvify. 

[£S£  are  the  main  laws  relating  to  marriage;  As  for 
anner  of  its  celebration,  JHoJes  has  left  no  dlredioh 
it.  Some  few  ceremonials  may  be  gathered  front 
ure,  and  the  Ireft  from  the  rabbies.  We  do  not  find, 
:  was  accompanied  with  any  religious  ceremony ;  fuch 
ng  to  the  tabernacle  or  temple j  offering  of  f^crifices^ 
en  that  it  was  [ierfornied  by  or  before  a  piriefl :  only 
the  examples  of  Ifaac  with  ReheccA;,  of  fioaz  with 
,  and  of  Toiidi  with  Sdrahi  We  may  conclude,  that 
irents,  and  the  reft  of  the  company,  did  pray  for  the 
;rity  of  the  new-married  couple;  Thefe  nuptials 
accohipanied  with  feafting  ^nd  mirth,  which  lafted  si 
:  week.  Thus  Samfon*s  wedding  is  faid  to  have  lafted 
days  c  ;  and  Tobias  was  d^fited^  by  his  father-in-law^ 
lis  might  laft  twice  that  fpace*^ ;  probably,  becaufe 
vere  not  likely  to  fee  one  another  after  that  time  (K). 

Their 


us 


'•• 


^  judg.  xiv.  1 7; 

(28) ;  becauf^,  if  he  did 
le  her,  lie  might  put  heir 

only  he  was  to  give  |ier 
',  as  a  r^ompence  for  her 
ity.  A  tnald-fervant,tho* 
•ted  to  Judaiflhy  was  not 
e  of  matritnbnial  rights 
hei*  fervitude  continued ; 
her  redemption  was  paid, 
I  was  manumitted,  fhd 
become  a  wife  (29).  If 
lan  was  not  wholly  free, 
irriage  feerhs  to  have  been 
r  in  force,  nor  abfolutcly 
becaufe,  in  cafes  of  un- 
y,  fhe  was  not  to  be  pnt 
ith,  as  the  free  women 
but  only  whipt  (3b). 

What  fplendor  did  ufu- 
iccompdny  thefe  feads, 
their  circumftanceswouM 
of  it,  we  may  conclt^de^ 
that  beautiful  comparifon 
e  pfalmiil,  of  the  glory  of 


fobit 


vm.  19,  26; 


a  rifing-fun  to  a  bridegroom 
coming  out  of  his  nuptial  cham- 
ber (3 1 ).  He  likewife  defcribes, 
in  anbther  pfalm^  the  richnefs 
of  the  b#c[e*s  attire,  the  pomp 
6f  her  ^ttendahce,and  the  gran- 
deur of  the  f6temnity,  in  moft 
elegaiit  terms  (32).  The  para- 
nymph,  c(r  friend  of  the  bride- 
groom, and  the  bride«maids,are 
likewife  mentioned  here,  and  in" 
theChntic/es.  Befides  thefe,  the 
bridegroom  and  bride  had  a 
number  of  companions,  that  af- 
Med  durihg  the  whole  feaft. 
Sam/on  is  faid  to  have  had  thirty 
at  his  wedding  (33).  However, 
we  muft  hot  fuppofe  both  fexes  ' 
tofc-have  aiViffed  prdmifcuoufly  ; 
the  cuftdin  of  eaftern  countries* 
dki  nbt  allow  of  it :  and  it  is 
much  niore  likely,that  they  hud 
(eparat'e  tables,  apartments,  nnd 
diverfiohs :  thefe  laft  were  fnig- 


Deut,  xxi.  10,  &  feq,  (29)  Seld.  jus  nat.  ^  gent,  I.  v.  c.  17. 

of,  ant,  I.  iv.  c.  8.    Carlt^iCt  concord;  pan  i.  c.  7.  (30)  Len.it^  xx. 

faU  xix.  5,        (52)  P/tf/.  Xlv.  fajf,  V:d.  &  Ij'a,  Ixi,  10.      (3^;  J/.^. 


^al,  XIX.  5 
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14^ 


Hvorci. 


The  Hiji^  of  the  Jews  B.  I 

Their  plurality  of  wives  was  far  from  being  either  a 
charge,  or  incumbrance,  on  them,  confidering  their  fimiilQ 
way  of  living:  the  domeftlc  affairs  were  their  provincfu] 
whiift  that  or  the  hufblnd  was  the  bufmefs  of  the  fields  iuii] 
vineyards.  Dreffing  of  vlfFuals,  the  care  of  children,  fpb* 
ning,  carding,  weaving,  and  the  like,  are  often  mendobcd 
in  the  facred  books  as  the  occupation  of  women  »>  \  wbitt 
^heir  hufbands  chofe  the  more  laborious  works.  Howemi 
at  the  worft,  Mofes  had  indulged  them  with  a  reraedfi 
namelv,  that  of, 

4.  Divorce,  which  was  permitted  to  the  y^wx for  the 
hardnefs  of  their  hearts,  as  our  Saviour  obferves  ^ ;  neidxr 
do  we  find,  that  it  had  ever  been  pra£lifed  by  any  of  the 
patriarchs  (T),  whatever  it  might  have  been  oy  other  uh 

tiom^ 


»  Vid.  int.  al.  1  Sam.  ii.  19.    2  Sam.  viii.  13.   Prov. 
1 3,  &  feq.  &  alib.  paC        "  Mat.  xix.  8. 


ing,  dandog, playing  upon  mu- 
fical  inilruments  among  the  wo- 
men, and  feme  kind  of  manly 
exercifes  among  the  men.     To 
thefe  we  may  add  the  cuilom  of 
propounding  riddles,  and  aifign- 
ing  feme  fort  of  reward  to  thofe 
that  expounded  them,as  we  find 
it  was  done  at  Samfon'g  nup- 
tials (34),  and  which,  the  Tal- 
mudifts  tell  us,  was  ufually  pra- 
dlifed  upon  fuch  and  the  like 
i€ilivals(35).    They  add,  that 
both  the  hride  and  bridegroom 
ufed  to  wear  a  crown  daring 
the  whole  folemnity,  until  the 
deftru6lion  of  the  lad  temple  ; 
but  that,  thenceforth,  fuch  an 
ornament  was  iet  aiide,  in  me- 
mory of  that  cataftrophe  (36). 
We  read,  indeed,  of  a  nuptial 
crown  made  for  Solomon^  and 
prefented  to  him  by  his  mother 
(37) ;  but  nothing  of  the  like 
ornament  for  the  bride.    As- 
pit  the  other  particular  cere- 


■)■ 


monies  relating  to  marriago^ 
as  we  have  no  other  authorin 
for  them  but  that  of  the  f  Jr 
muiifis^  we  fhall  not 
oar  readers  with  them. 

(T)The7fw/,_    ___^ 

Abraham  divorced  Hagar\  ttl 

Mofesy  cither  Zithorab,  otJat- 

its,  the  princels  of  Ethitfia: 

and  that  this  was  tlie  rcafba  ft 

the  quarrel  which  he  had  wA 

Aaron  and  Miriam  (38) ;  aai 

from  thence  conclude,  thitffi- 

Vorce  was  not  only  of  earlkr 

date,  but  that  it  was  lawMop- 

on  many  other  accounts,faeflKi 

that  of  adultery.  But;astoJ7#- 

gar,  whom  they  pretend  tolifB 

been  divorced  for  her  iniblcace^ 

it  is  plain,  firft,  that  ihe  wtfsao 

wife,  but  a  bond-woman/uhffi- 

tnte  to  Sarah  i  and,  fecoodlft 

that  her  expnlfion  was  not  pi^ 

perly  a  divorce,  becaufe  (he  wai 

received  again  after  the  M 

&ult  I  and  that,  at  the  iecoad, 


f?4)  J'<^'.'  x»v.  ".  (35)  ^hUethtb.  (36)  Uii,  ruh 

Se/J,  ux.  litl,  /.  ii.  c.  !<;.  Bu^rtorf,  Jvn0g,&  #/,  (37)  Cant,  fii.  ««. 

u/r.       (38}  rarg^ OnUL  &  Uiif^.if  rMbbitt,  mult,  m  Nim,  zii  r,  &kt 


C  Vn;        to  the  ft^bylomfli  CaptMifi 

tions.  The  words  of  the  law,  or,  rather^  permiffion,  hiii 
llius  o :  '^  When  a  man  hath  taken  a  wife,  anci  married 
*<  W,  and.it, come  to  pafi|.tivU,ihe  finds  no  favour  in  bi^ 
^'.cnrcSy  becaufe  be  has  found  in  her  fome  ulKleanneis  (TJ)  ; 
^|,pea  let  him  yrrite  her  a  bill  of  divorcement j  and  give 
,k  ix^o  her  hand,  and  fend  her  out  of  his  houfe.     And 

wh^  flie  is  departed —  ihe  m^y  go  and  be  an- 

Jother  man^s  wife  ;  and  if  her  fecond  huibapd  hate  her, 

•*  and  write  her  a  bill  of  divorce —  or  if  he  chance  td 

<<  die  ■■    '      her  former  husband  fhall  not  take  her  again 

ff ,  to  be  his  wife,  after  fhe  is  defiled  ;  for  that  is  an  abo- 

^^.mination  to  the  Lord,———"    The  queftion  is  here^ 

"What  is  meant  by  the  words,  if  he  find  any  uncleannefs^ 

iffitudh  or  naiednefsi  in  her?  We  nave  feen  in  the  laft 

Jipte,  how  the  Jews  are  divided  in  their  opinion  about  it  : 

Ae  Chrijfians  are  no  le(s  fo }  fome  confining  it  to  adultery^ 

iiod  others  to  all  enormous  crimes,  fuch  as  idolatry,  apo-. 

^ly,  and  the  like  ;  which  the  Scriptures  often  call  forni- 

ctdon,  and  is  the  word  made  ufe  of  by  our  Saviour  for 

I 

o  Deot.  xxiv.  I*  &fcq; 


W 


.k was  hefr  Ibn^s  behaviour,  and 
.iot  her  ovim,  that  fpnt  her  away 
;jU8) :  and  as  to  the  cafei  of  Zi- 
^Mtrah  and  Tor^i; ,tkey  are  mere 
fQimi8,as  we  may  have  occafion 
IB  (hew  in  the  (equel.  So  that 
ie  do  not  find  one  precedent  of 
dborce  befoie  the  law  of  Mo/en 
fat  afterwards  they  became  Co 
9Cqiient,  that  the  prophets  often 
lljbituded  the^^w^withit  (19}; 
lid  Salomon  doth  as  much  con- 
dum  the  divorce  of  a  virtuous 
iroman^  as  he  doth  the  keeping 
if  an  adulterous  one  (ao). 

(U)  As  i^ain  as  the  import 
of  the  text  is,  yet  the  fiunous 
HUM  has  found  out  a  way  to 
rvade  it,  in  order  to  make  di- 
vorce lawful^  even  upon  the 
ttightcft  faulty  fuch  as  fpoiHng 
"  *     meat  in  cooking;  or^  ac« 


cording  toMiiia,  another  of 
the  fame  looie  principles,  if  he 
finds  another  that  pleafes  him 
better,  or  is  more  handfome  hi 
hb  eyes.  To  nuke  this  out, 
they  divide  the  text  thus :  i .  If 
(he  do  not  find  favour  in  his 
fight ;  and^  2.  If  he  find  in  her 
any  uncleannefs.  fiat  the  more 
virtuous  fchool  of  his  co-rival 
Sbammai  juftly  condemns  fuch 
a  perverfe  reading,  though  he 
confines  thb  cafe  of  turpitude; 
which  Mofes  afligns  as  the 
ground  of  the  hufband*s  diilike,* 
to  the  cafe  of  unchafiity  j  where- 
as that  of  Hillel  extends  it  to 
all  that  he  may  diflike  in  her 
(21).  This  lafk  has  been  rood 
followed  by  the  y^av,  and  fuf- 
ficiehtly  condemned  by  Cbrifi 
(22). 

(18)  Cmf,  Gen,  xvi,  i^Q  feq.  fif  xxi.  9, 6f  /#y.  (19)  Mic  it.  9. 

Jdalacb,  ii.  14,  &  feq*  (20)  Vide  Mifhn  r.  9.  §.  10.    Seld.ux.  Heb» 

/.  iii.  c,  18,  ®  ar.  (21;  Vidtghjf.  Barters-,  >!?>n  HO  riDPTT. 

(22)  BiAtty*yi^& M, 

L  %  adultery. 
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adultery.  For  our  part,  we  cannot  believe  anv  ol 
cafes  to  be  meant  by  the  words  of  Mofes  ;  becaufe,  a 
were  all  capital  crihies,  it  would  have  been  ridicul 
have  ordained  a  divorce  againft  thofe  that  were  to  be 
death.  We  rather  think,  therefore,  that  it  meant  fix 
voluntary  uncleannefs,  whether  natural,  or  conti 
which  rendered  Her  loathfome  in  hi9  eyes,  or  unfit  i 
nuptial  intercourfe  ;  which  Chrift  therefore  difcom 
hi  the  gofpel,  not  only  bccaufc  it  was  become  t 
quent,  and  permitted  upon  every  trivial  occafion? 
alfo,  to  ail'ure  the  people,  that  the  marriage-knot  ik 
to  be  diffolved  upon  any  pretence,  except  that  of . 
lity  (W). 


P  Vide  Joseph,  ant.  I.  iv.  c.  8,  &  lib:  de  vit.  fua  ad 
Phil,  dc  fpecial.  legib.  praec.  6,  &  7. 


(W)  We  may  add,  that  the 
words  (Jbeing  "imnny,  bar- 
matb-dahar^  and  not  nny  ">:ai, 
dibar-bar^atbi  which  lail  only 
doth  £gDify  tbt  cafe  9/  turpi* 
tude)  may  be  more  properly 
rendered,  for  any  turpiiudi  or 
immodefty  ofiuwds^  difc$urfey  or 
even  behaviour.  So  that  this  in- 
dulgence might  have  been  de- 
figned  to  defer  the  wanton  fart 
of  wives  from  fuch  immodeft 
fpecches  or  behaviour  as  might 
be  apt  to  difguft  a  fober  huf- 
band ;  and  to  infpire  them  with 
fuch  chaile  deportment,a&  could 
aJone  prefer ve  a  true  conjugal 
afFeflion.  According  to  this 
fenfe,  alfo,  our  Saviour's  re- 
ikdion  will  be  very  juil ;  that 
it  was  their  indocible  temper 
that  extorted  fuck  an  indulgence 
from  Mofeiy  which  was  mani- 
feflly  contrary  to  the  original 
defign  and  inflitution  of  mar- 
riage. 

One  thing  which  fhews  that 
^^    nuptial  breach  was  not 


thought  the  ground  c 
vorcement  in  David* f^  ti 
that  that  monarch  did 
pudiate  thofe  concubii 
wives  of  the  fecond  rani 
his  ion  Ahfalom  had. ; 
debauched  ;  bat  conteoi 
felf  with  (hutting  then 
life  (23);  and  that  th€ 
did  not  divorce  his  co] 
wife,  as  the  text  calls  h 
ihe  had  played  the  har 
^iaken  him ;  bat  wcai 
ajid  bring  her  homeagi 
The  fame  nuy  be  laidi 
ya», who  went  and  dema 
wife,  after  ihe  had  bee 
to  another  man  (25). 
we  may  add,  that  wc 
find  any  inilances,  thro 
whole  Old  Tcftament, 
divorcing  their  wives,ei 
on  thisy  or  any  other  k 
except  thofe  who  pa 
the  ilrange  women  tfa 
brought  with  them  fir< 
captivity  (26).  Howr 
be,  it  is  plain,  tiie  J.t^ 


(hi)  2  Sam.  XX.  3.         (^24;  Judg.  xix.  L,  ^  feq.  2  Sam,  iii.  13, 
(-'»)  y-'^Tt  XY.  J ,  ^  !iq,        ( ,(,)  £fira  X.  pajf,  iicbem.  xiii.  23, 

and 


to  the  fiabyionifh  Captivity. 


H9 


Lawi  againji  theft. 

« 

E  R  this  head  we  (hall  include  not  only  thofe  neft. 
\\  are  againft  taking  away  another  man's  pro- 
ether  privately,  or  by  open  force ;  but,  alfo, 
ry  aft  of  fraud  and  injuftice,  which  is  contrary 
;ht  and  common  faith  of  mankind,  i.  As  to 
nuft  be  obferved,  that  the  Jews  underftood  the 
the  decalogue,  Thou  Jhalt  not  Jieai^ ^  of  mcn- 
md  thought  that  the  other  fort  of  theft  was  im- 
j  latt  precept,  Thou  Jhalt  not  covet :  but  we  ftiall 
m  under  the  fame  liead. 

^  Exod.  XX.  15.. 


it  in  another,  and 
nfc.  The  fojm  of 
divorce  was  to  this 
'  a  day,  manthy  and 
h  an  one,  of  fucb  a 
or  near  fuch  a  ri- 
ny  onjun  free  eonfent 
ipudtate  thee,  fucb 
te  •wife^  hanijh  thee 
d  rejlore  thee  to  thy, 
;  and  thoumayefiy 
9  'whither,and  mar- 
aitii/t:  and  this  is 
diuorcementy  and 
Tpulfion^  according 
f  Mofes  and  Ifrael. 
wo  'witnejfes ;  and 
the  prefence  of  asi 
ift(27).  From  this 
fe  was  as  much  at 
as  if  fhe  had  been  a 
y,  in  both  cafes,  (he 
to  ftay,atleaft,  50. 
Ihe  was  married  to 
:  (he  (hould  prove 
the  lad. 

;  the  controverfy, 
omen  might  Jike- 
their  husbands,up- 


on  the  fame  grounds  that  they 
might  be  divorced  by  them,  we 
can  only  fay,  that  we  do  not 
find  any  fucb  indulgence  granted 
to  them  by  Me/es,  onlefs  in  the 
caie  of  avirgin  betrothed  by  her 
parents  before  fhe  was  twelve 
years  of  age,  who  might  thea 
refufe  to  ratify  the  contract 
which  her  parents  had  made, 
without  giving  axiy  other  rea- 
fon  than  that  (he  did' not  like 
fhe  peHbn  deiigned  for  her. 
But  this  cannot  be  call^  a  di- 
vorcement, becaufe  there  is  no 
marriage  in  the.  cafe.  Jofefhus 
therefore  ttiinks,  that  a  divorce 
was  £0  far  from,being  permitted. 
to  women,  that,  if  the  hufband 
fbrfook  his  wife,  it  was  not  law- 
ful for  her  to  marry  another, 
till  fhe  had  firft  obtained  a  di- 
vorce from  him.  He  adds,  that 
Salome,  fifler  to  Hcrodthc  Great  ^ 
was  the  firft  who  took  upon  her 
to  repudiate  her  hufband^whofe 
example  was  foon  folIoAved  by 
others,  mentioned  by  the  fame. 
author  (28). 


Afo/.  KotK,fol,  1^2.  &  Mof,j^gyf>t,  part.  ii.  foL  59.     SrlJ. 
w,  uki  fup*  '  (2%)  Ant.  A  X¥.  c^\i.  aria.7.  xx   i5» 
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The  ftealing  of  a  man  was  the  only  capital  theft  un- 
der the  law  of  Mofes  ( Y) ;  and  whether  the  ftolen  perfooi 
had  been  fold,  or  were  Itill  in  the  pofleffionof  the  thief, 
he  was  to  be  put  to  death  '•  All  other  theft  was  punilbed 
by  reftitution,  and  the  addition  of  a  fine,  according  to  Af 
nature  of  the  theft ;  only  the  man,  that  broke  into  «( 
houfe  in  the  night  to  rob,  might  be  with  impunity  killed, 
though  not  in  the  day-time  7.  He  that  ftole  an  ox,  was(i 
reftore  five  oxen  ;  if  a  iheep,  or  a  goat,  four  fheep,  or  four 
goats  z  ;  but  if  he  had  neither  killed  nor  fold  them,  but 
they  were  found  alive  with  him,  he  was  only  to  pay  two 
for  one  ».  In  cafe  the  thief  had  not  wherewith  to  make 
fatisfadion  according  to  the  law,  it  was  lawful  for  the  pio* 
fccutor,  if  he  was  an  Ifraelite^  to  fell  him,  but  not  if  he 
was  a  profelyte  of  any  kind  ;  neither  could  the  former  fcQ 
him  to  any  but  to  an  Ifraelite.  If  he  had  a  wife  and  chl- 
jdren,  they  might  likewife  be  fold  with  him,  till  faus£ai9li)|| 
was  made  to  the  offended ;  at  leaf);  it  feems  to  have  Msii 
fo  underftood,  and  pra£kifed,  by  the  Jiws^  in  cafes  of  dd|^ 
though  Mifis  mentions  none  here  but  the  thief  (Z).  .  .^ 


»  Exod.  xxi.  1 6. 
■  Ibid.  ver.  4. 


y  Ibid.  xxii.  2. 


*  lUd.  venf. 


(Y)  The  JewSf  however, 
^nfine  it  to  the  ftealing  of  an 
Ifraelitty  and  not  without  fome 
ground;  bccaufe  M(?/?j,  in  an- 
pthcr  place  (29),  exprefles  it,  If 
a  man  be  found  ftealing  any  of 
his  brethrent  of  the  children  of 
ifrael ;  which  L-xception  the 
*Targum  ofOnkclos  (30),  and  the 
Septuagint,  have  added,  alfo,  to 
the  text  m  Exodus.  Abenezra 
doth  even  underitand  it  of  chil- 
flren  that  uinnot  fpeak.  As  for 
the  ftealing  of  ftrangers,  the  of- 
fender was  not  to  he  put  to 
deaiji,  according  to  them,  but 
only  to  make  rclticuticn. 

(Z)  This  may  be  gathered 
from  the  words  of  the  prophet 
EliJ/^a  (31)  to  the  widow  i  and 


firom  the  parable  in  thegofjjiet 
where  the  creditor  cooiBUUidi 
the  wife  and  children*  tsilril 
as  the  insolvent  debtor,  t»  he 
fold,  and  payment  to  be  taitk 
(32}.  As  foon  as  a  fufflflklt 
equivalent  had  been  made  if 
fervitude,  they  were  to  |)eie> 
ftx)red  to  their  freedom  aglfli, 
tho*  by  another  law  (33)*:  hft 
if  the  thief  was  unmarried^  nd 
his  mafter  gave  him  a  wiftdtt- 
ring  the  time  of  his  ferviradi^ 
the  children  that  he  had  bylwr 
were  his  mafter^s  property.  Ob 
this  law  they  engrafted  assthv, 
agreeing  to  ftiorten  a  manied 
man's  fervitude,  on  conditioB 
he  begat  a  certain  nomber  of 
flaves,  for  the  benefit  of  liis 


(z^)  Deuu  xxiv.  7,  ^30^  In  Exod,  xxi.  z6* 

(li)  Mat,  xviii,25,        (n)  Exsd,  xxL  3. 


(11)  aXri^iif.i 

acditofl 


i 


C  Vn.       to  the  BabylonUh  Capihily. 

When  a  man  was  fufpeded  of  theft,  and  theprofecutor 
btd  not  fufficient  proof  agaioft  him,  he  might  bring  him 
before  the  judges,  and  have  both  him,  and  thofe  whom  he 
thought  his  accomplices,  examined  upon  oath.  If  they 
OBuld  be  afterwards  proved  forfworn,  they  were  put  to 
death,  not  for  the  theft,  but  for  the  perjury.  Tfte  fame 
hw  reached,  alfo,  to  the  receiver  or  concealer  of  flolen 
goods,  knowing  them  to  be  fuch  ^  ;  for  fo  they  underftood 
the  words,   IL  Jhall  bear  his  iniquity  (A).     All  kind  of 

ufury^ 
*»  Levit.  V.  I. 
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creditor,   upon   ibxne   woman 
whom  his  mailer  gave  him  ; 
with    this  pretended  provifo, 
lK)wever,  that  he  fhould  not 
deprive  his  own  wife  of  the 
nhptial  doe.     In  cafes  of  petty 
tocenies    the  laws  feem  flill 
didre  indulgent,  «and  thecnxhe 
WIS  not  looked  upon  as  infa- 
ibious,  according  to  that  of  ^0- 
bmon,  A  thief  is  not  def^ifed 
Aat  fteaUfh  fo  fatisfy  bis  bmn- 
ger ;  but  if  be  he  founds  he  Jhall 
reftore  fevenfold^  he  Jhall  gi*ve 
jUt  the  Jiib/lance  of  hit  houje 
1^4) :  where  the  word  /even- 
fUd  means  only  more  or  lefs, 
sriseording  to  the  theft,  as  far 
^.  his  whole  iubftance  woald 
janoh.     It  is  plain,  however, 
^KaitTthe  law  of  Mofes  was  far 
4ttoiigh    from    countenancing 
Jbs^  kind  of  theft,  hoce  it  al- 
lowed a  man,  in  cafes  of  ex- 
, -Irene  want,  to  fell  himfelf  to 
fime  mafter  for  any  term  of 
.jrears,  even  to  that  of  the  ju- 
'Mite  (55).     He  was  even  per- 
Ifefcitted   to  lell  an  unmarried 
^vtghter^   upon  condition,  ei- 
ther tdnt  the  buyer  ihould  mar- 
ry her,  or,  if  he  did  not,  that 
ibelbtnikl  be  redeemed  by  the 


higheft  bidder  that  would  (36). 
(A)  All  thefe  kind  of  mat- 
ters were  to  be  tried  before  the 
judges  of  the  place  where  the 
fad  was  done  ;  and  it  was  left 
to  them,  in  many  cafes,  to  ap- 
point the  fines  and  punishments 
of  the  offender,  according  to 
the  nature  and  clrcumilanoes  of 
the  fa6l :  only  the  Jrws  add, 
that  if  the  thief  came  and  ac- 
cufed  himfelf,  and  reflored  the 
ftolen  goods,  he  was  not  to  have 
any  further  puni(hment ;  be- 
caufe,  fay  they,  he  was  con- 
demned not  by  the  judges,  but 
by  himfelf  (37).  Mojes  gave 
them,  alfo,  many  other  who!- 
fome  laws  relating  to  things 
committed  to  another *8  care,  or 
pledged  for  a  time;  fuch  as 
cattle,  houlhold  -  goods,  gar- 
ments, and  the  like ;  in  cafe 
they  came  to  be  lofl,  or  dama- 
ged (38);  which  we  /hall  not 
dwell  upon.  Only  thus  much 
we  may  add,  that,  in  ail  cafes 
where  any  fatisfadion  was 
made,  the  perfon  wronged,  or 
his  next  heir,  was  the  only 
perfon  intitled  to  it :  but  if  he- 
died  without  heirs,  then  the 
prieft  might  claim  it  as  his  due.. 


(34)  Prov,  vi.  30,  31-  (35)  Levit,  xxv.  39»4o.  (36)  Ejeod, 

lOLu  7,  &  feq,  (37)  Vide  Ataim*  iraS.  genubab,  I.  i.  ex,  Exad.  xxii.  9. 
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Vfury,       ufury,  whether  of  money,  grain,^  apparel,  fcTr.  was  like- 
wife  forbid  by  the  law  of  Mofesy  in  mbre  places  than  one, 
from  one  Ifraeliu  to  another ;  in  which  cafes,  the  ufurar 
might  be  compelled,  by  the  judge?,  to  refund  the  iU-gfttvi 
wealth.     They  were  commanded,  on  the  contrary,  wMr 
ever  a  brother  was  waxed  poor,  to  fupport  and  a^ij(L)|W 
with  fuch  things  as.  he  needed,  without  pfopofmg  to  ^ 
felves  any  other  advantage,  by  fo  ^ping,  thaii  the, 
of  God  attending  it  ^  :  but  of  ftrang^rs,  that  is,  pj. 
gentiles^  they  were  permitted  to  take  fome  ufury  ^  ;  yi 
All  kind  of  2iS  not  to  opprefs  them  by  too  gr^at  extortion,  or,  ind  ^ 
ftfpreffion.  in  any  other  way :  for,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  ftranger  is,pi^ 
upon  the  fame  foot  with  the  fatherlefi  and  tl^e  widufi 
whofe  protestor  Gop  every- where  declares  himfelf,  with 
very  fevere  threatenings,  againft  thofe  who  were  wanting 
in  kindnefs  and  hofpitality  tQwards  them  P  (B). 

I 

«  Exod.  xxii.  25,  &  feq.  Levit.  xxv.  36,  &  feq.   Deut.  JcaL 

19.         ^  Ibid.  ver.  20.  P  Exod.  xxii.  21.  xxili.  9.  LeJftt 

xix.  33,  &feq.  &alib.  ; 


He  likewife  forbad  not  only 
the  ufe  of  &Ife  weights  and 
ineafures  ( 39),  but,  alfo,all  kind 
of  frauds,  circumvention  in  con- 
trails, whether  written  or  ver* 
ba],  both  in  merchandifing,and 
all  other  dealings  between  man 
and  man  (40).  Even  in  bargains 
the  rule  was,  that,  if  the  price 
was  above  one  fixth  part  more 
or  lefs  than  the  true  value  of 
the  thing  fold^t he  party  wrong'd 
might  make  the  other  refund 
the  overplus. 

(B)  Oppreffing  of  fervants 
and  hirelings;  dcfi-auding,  or 
even  declining  their  wages, 
though  but  one  night  (41); 
denying  them  necefTary  food 
and  refpite  (42) ;  private  mif- 
chiefs,  luch  as  mifleading  the 
blind,  or  even  another's  cattle 


(43) ;  removing  of  land-iaaib 

(44)  J  digging  of  pi tsatndlttiv: 
ing  them  uncovered  (45);  and 
many  more  of  the  like  natoo^ 
were  likewife  reckoned  ciVMC-. 
mous  crimes :  which,  if  finn 
out,  were  cognifable  by.  t|k 
judges,  who  were  impowei^ 
to  caufe  fuitable  fatisfadtion.]b|i 
be  made ;  if  not,  there  vm 
terrible  curies  denounced  aj^j^ 
the  tranfgreiTors  hy  Gop,  fjrcA 
whofe  all-feeing  eye  they  coiw 
not  be  concealed,  and  fh}ia 
whofe  juflice  they  could.  ^ 
efcape  unpunifhed.  TaWng 
things  in  pledge  from  the  in- 
digent, of  which  they  flood  in 
conilant  need;  fuch  as  thdr 
garments,  bed-cloaths,  thenC: 
ther  or  upper  mill  done,  and 
the  like  i  was  no  lefs  forbidd^. 


(39)  Deut.  xxv.  13,  f*^  j*f.  (40)  L«;/V.  xix.  il.  xxv.  14,  &gB. 

(4.1)  Ibid.  xix.  13.  DcHt,  xxivri4,  t<;.  {42}  Ibid,  v.  14.  xxv.4. 

(1.3)  Uvit,  xix.  14,  (^)  Diut,  xix.  14.  (45)  £x9d,  xxi  ^S- 

the 
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Laws  againji  falfe  witnefs. 

H  E  foundation  of  them  is  in  that  of  the  decalogue,  falfe  w/V* 
Tbdujhalt  not  bear  falfe  witnefs  againji  thy  neighbour  y.ntjs^ 
erein  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that  the  word  which  our 
ions  rctiitr  fpeaky  ugnificfi,  according  to  the  original,  to 
irer  to  an  interrogation,  fuch  as  the  judges  exacted  from 
bns  fMmmoned  to  give  evidence  in  any  cafes  that  came 
ire  them,  either  by  oath,  or  bare  examination.  The 
;eswere  bound  to  abide  by  the  teftimony  of  two  or  three 
leiTes,  efpecially  in  capital  cafes,  a  Angle  one  not  being 
cient  to  condemn  any  man  ^  (C). 

Laws  againji  coveting  another^  s  property. 

H  E  tenth  precept  of  the  decalogue,  TI)ou  jhalt  not 
covet  thy  neighbour's  hpufe^  wtfe^  &c  a.  is  juftly 
2mcd,  by  the  yewyhio&ois^  the  prop  and  foundation 
ill  the  other  laws  of  the  fecond  table  i  and  he  that  ob- 
cs  this,  is  in  no  danger  of  breaking  the  reft.    Whether 

£xod.  XX.  16.  xxiii.  2.  Dcut,  v,  ^p.         *  Deot.  xvil.  6. 
«od.  XX.  17.  Deut.  V.  21. 

perfon  fo  opprefTed  might  death,  as  was  hinted  before,  let 

al  to  the  judge,  and  he  the  cafe  in  queilion  be  what  ic 

I  them  to  be  reflored :  but  would.    It  required,  beiides,  of 

lo  not  find,  that  any  other  the  judges,  that  they  fhould  be 

fhment  wasordainM  againft  v^ry  ftrid  in  examining  the  wit- 

lelinquent  (46).    We  omit  neffes  (49),  their  character,  and 

ral  otner  laws  of  the  feme  the  nature  of  the  evidence  j  in 

re,  which  the  reader  may  order  to  prevent,  as  far  as  pof- 

unong  their  negative  pre-  fible,  the  guilty  being  acquitted, 

\  (47).  or    the    innocent  condemned. 

Z)  To  deter  men,therefore.  The  ^almudijls  have  coUefted 

.uch  as  poflibIe,from  giving  feveral  laws  relating  to  the  duty 

evidence,    the   law  con-  of  judges,  which  lie  difpcrfcd 

ned  a  falfe  witnefs  to  the  in  the  writings  of  Mojes^  and 

•    punifhmcnt    which    he  added  feveral  very  judicious  ex- 

id  have  inflidlcd  on  the  in-  pofitions,  for  which   we  fhall 

:nt  (48) ;  and  if  examined  refer  the  reader  to  the  authors 

n   oath,    and  proved  for-  themfelves  (50). 
rn,   he  was  to  be  put  to 

6)  Dtut.  xxiv.ir.  17,  C?"  /*/.  (47)  VU,  prac.  150,  ad  J96,  Gf 

paj:  (48    Z^ett/.  xix.  15,  i6,<^/cf.  (49) /(J/i.  *^r.  i3. 

Trail*  fanhecir.  Maim*  in  tund,  frmc,  neg*  194^  ad  2x8.  ^ 

'the 


154.  ^be  Hiftory  of  the  Jews  B.  L 

the  antient  fiwi  underftood  it  in  that  ftri£l  and  refined 
fenfe  which  the  gofpel  doth,  or  only  of  fuch  overt  ads  as 
tended  to  the  procuring  of  aily  thing  by  unlawful  means^a 
not  cafy  to  determine.  The  Talmudtfts^  however,  con- 
demn by  it  the  very  defire  formed  and  indulged  in  the 
heart,  though  it  doth  not  proceed  to  adion^. 

An  abridgment  of  fome  other  mixed  laws  relath^k  ; 
food^  raimentj  plantings  fowing^  decency^  md  - 
€leannefs ;  and  of  fuch  difeafes  as  excluded  MJs  : 
from  common  fociety.  '; ; 

_  ■  f 

1»C\  F  all  the  food  prohibited  by  the  Mofaic  law,  Eitood 

^^  may  be  reckoned  in  the  firft  place,  that  prohibitioa 

being  as  old  as  the  deluge  f :  for  GoD,having,immediatdj 

after  it,  given  Noah  the  liberty  of  eating  the  flefli  of  ion 

mals,  as  is  moft  generally  fuppofed  g,  forbad,  at  the  ft0K 

time,  under  very  fevere  threatenings,  the  eatii^  not  oidy 

Agatnfi     the  blood  itfelF,  but  the  flefh,  alfo,  mixed  with  it  \  thftf^ 

mating  of  of  any  animal,  either  ftranglcd,  or  killed  by  any  dthef  il^ 

Hood.        than  by  drawing  the  blood  thoroughly  from  it  (IM.    Aifi^ 

cordingly,  we  find  it  no  Icfs  exprefly  forbidden  by  Mof/s'^jk 

feveral  places,  not  only  to  the  Ifraelites^  but  to  theftt^ 

gcrs  that  lived  among  them  h,  even  under  pain  of  A^xSi> 

^  Vid.  praec.  neg.  158.  ^  Gen.  ix.  4,  &  feq.  f  VH. 

fup.  vol.  i.  p.  259.  ^  Lcvit.  xvii.  10,  &  feq.  Deut.  xii.23, 

&  feq. 

(D)  The  reafon  given  in  the  was  not  only  enforced  fajlte 

text  is,  that  blood  is  the  life  of  Mofaic  law^  but,  alfo,  reddodl 

the  animal ;  by  which  is  meant,  by  the  gofpel,  and  injoined  to 

that  no  animal  can  live  without  its profelytes fromG/w/i/^ji). 

it.  But  it  is  not  improbabie,that  This  law,  we  are  told,  h%M 

the  end  and  deiign  of  this  pro-  modern  traveller  (52),  ii  fiB 

hibition  was,  that  it  might  be  a  ftriflly  obferved  by  ^mec^flpn 

kind  of  acknowlegement  that  churches,  not,  as  our  author 

our  privilege  for  killing,  and  fays,  by  virtue  of  the  law  of 

eating  the  fle(h  of  thofe  living  Mofes^  but  of  the  apoftolic  o^ 

creatures,  is  not  derived  to  us  non, 'which  has  been  kept, ever 

from  the  law  of  nature,  which  fincc,  by  the  eaftern,  and,  for 

feems  rather  to  be  again  ft  it, but  feveral  ages,  by  the  wejfteni 

fiom  an  exprefs  permiiTion  from  church  ;  and  confirmed,  by.  fo* 

the  author  of  nature.  And  this  veral  councils,    from  time  to 

ieems  to  be  the  reafon  why  it  time. 

(si}  Vijf  Aai  XV.  2?,      (;2)  Lud9^fb,  hifi,  ^tbiop,  /, iii,  c,  i.  mm.  51- 

Goo 
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%  feems  even  to  put  it  on  the  kvel  with  facrificmg 

)  feed  to  Mohch^  when  he  threatens  to  fet  his  fact 

iji  him  that  tranfgnjfes  in  either  cafe  ;  which  expreP- 

is  not  ufed  in  any  other  prohibition  :  only,  under  thig 

:al   difpenfation,  Gon  is  pleafed  to  give  a  new  reafon 

bis  interdi<5lion  ;  namely,  that  it  is  the  blood  (which  is 

the  life)  of  the  victim,  that   makes  atonement  for 

;  purfuant  to  which,  the  tabernacle,  with  all  its  uten- 

was  at  firfl  purified  with  it ;  the  covenant  between 

>  and  the  people  was  ratified  with  it, .and  without  blood 

;  could  be  no  remiflion  for  fin  ^  %  all  which  the  apoftle 

applies  to  that  of  Christ  under  the  gofpel  K 

EXT  to  the  blood,  was  forbidden  likewife  the  flelh  of^^^^^^»j. 

nfiderable  number  of  beafts,  fowls,  fifhes,  and  ref-'"^^^^* 

which  were  therefore  to  be  deemed  unclean.  This 
ifiion,  however,  of  clean  and  unclean,  can  hardly 
uppofed  to  have  its  origin  from  the  Mofaic  law,  and 
ive  been  ufed  proleptically,  when  the  divine  hiftorian 
ions  it  even  before  the  flood  1 :  but  we  fhall  not  re- 
what  has  been  faid  on  that  fubjef):  in  another  pikce  * ; 
er  fbal]  we  enter  into  a  nice  fcrutiny  about  thofe  ani* 
thus  forbidden,  but  refer  thd  curious  to  the  learned 
urt^s  elaborate  treatife  on  that  fubjed^,  and  mention 
the  general  rule  which  Mofes  has  given  to  diftinguifli 
:lean  from  tHe  unclean »»,  which  the  reader  may  fee 
5  following  note  (D). 

Raiment. 

evit.  xvii.  ii.  ^  Heb.  he.  22,  &  alib.  paC 

•  ver.  1 5,  8s  feqq.    '  Gen.  vii*  2.      *  Sup.  vol.  i.  p.  239. 
nrozoic.  paif.  °  Levit.  xi.  i«  &  feqq. 

f    Of  beafts,    whatever  and  yet  flew,  as  the  bat.    Of 

oth  chew  the  cad,  and  £ihea,   all  that  had  fins  and 

the    hoof,   was  to  be  fcalcs  were  lawful^  and  all  that 

Md  clean ;    and    what-  wanted  either  were  fbrfaiddeo. 

lid  not  both  thefe,  as  the  Of  inic£b»  all  that  had  wing9 

which  divideth  the  hoo£  to  raife  itielf  from  the  earth 

oth  not  chew  the   cud,  might  be  eaten ;  but  whatever 

e  ^came),    hare,  rabbet,  did  only  crawl  on  the  earth, 

chew  the  cud,  and  do  was  unclean.     Laflly,  the  fat 

art   the  hoof,  was  for*  of  the  clean  beafts  was  forbid- 

I,  as  unclean.     Of  fowl,  den,  not  becaufe  it  was  unclean, 

mivorous  birds,  fuch  as  moch  lefs  becaufe  it  is  hard  of 

agle,    vultur,     and   the  digeftion ;  which  is  the  reafoa* 

all  that  had  four  feet,  fome  authprs   give   for    this. 
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Raiment.  Raiment.  Mofes  has  left  no  pofitive  laws  relating  to 
ckeis,  except  that  which  belonged  to  the  priefts,  of  which 
we  have  fpoken  elfcwhere,  and  where  he  orders  the  peo- 
ple to  wear  blue  fringes  to  the  borders  of  their  garments, 
for  a  remembrance,  that  they  were  now  no  longer  to  live 
after  their  own  will,  but  after  the  commands  of  God  ^ 
As  to  thofe  of  the  negative  kind,  the  two  moft  oonfider- 
able  are,  thofe  which  forbid  the  promifcuous  habil  <tf 
ioth  fexes »,  and  the  weaving  of  two  different  ftuffi,  fuch 
as  linen  and  wcolen,  in  the  fame  garment  ^ ;  the  firft 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  defigned  to  prevent  the  fhamefiil 
abufes  which  might  attend  fuch  unnatural  difguifes,  and 
the  fecond  to  prevent  unnatural  and  dangerous  intermix- 
tures, confufion,  (sTr.  (E). 

But 


'  Numb.  XV.  38,  39.    Dcut.  xxii.  12. 
<  Ibid.  ver.  1 1 . 


•  Ibid.  ver.  5, 


and  bloody  and  fwines,  and 
other  iiefh,  being  alfo  forbid, 
feeing  their  laborious  life  and 
healthy  conilitution  made  them 
more  capable  to  digeil  them» 
than  many  among  ours,  and 
other  nations^  who  lead  an  in- 
dolent life,  and  yet  can  eat  of 
them  all,  without  any  incon- 
venience. But  the  reafon  is 
given  in  the  text,  namely,  be- 
c^jfe  in  all  facriiices,  the  ^t 
was  to  be  burnt  upon  the  altar, 
as  appertaining  unto  God  (i). 
The  flelh  of  beads  torn  in  pieces, 
or  that  died  of  themfelvcs,  was 
Jikewife  forbidden  (2).  All  that 
needs  10  be  further  added,  with 
refpeft  to  unclean  animals  is, 
that  though  the  touch  of  them, 
while  alive,  was  not  defiling, 
yet  that  of  their  carcafes  was ; 
infomuch  that  even  the  vefl'els 
and  liquors,  into  which  it  fell, 
were  made  unclean  by  it ;  the  li- 
quors were  to  be  thrown  away  j 
the  vefTels,  whatever  they  were, 


mufi:  be  purified,  and  the  por- 
fon  who  touched  them  was.t* 
wafh  himfelf,  and  be  undeiu^ 
until  evening.  A  well,  Jaow- 
ever,  a  fountain^  or  any  krg!( 
receptacle  of  water,  were  not 
defiled  by  it.  but  only  the  per- 
fon  who  took  the  andean 
creature  out  of  them  (3). 

(E)  To  the  fame  purpofe 
are  thofe  which  relate  to  iow* 
ing  divers  feeds,  or  planting 
divers  kind  of  trees  in  the  iame 
field  ;  or  forbid  to  plow  with 
a  mixture  of  cattle,  fuch  as  an 
ox  and  an  afs  (4).  Cleaoneft 
and  decency,  though  fo  ne* 
ceflary  in  hot  climes,  that  there 
needs  hardly  any  law  to  enfi)rce 
them,  are  yet  injoined  by 
Mo/es  under  fevcre  penalties, 
as  well  as  the  neglefl  of  thoie 
proper  ceremonies,  which  ke 
had  injoined  to  thofe  who  had 
laboured  under  any  defilement^ 
in  order  to  their  purification. 
We  have  already  fpoken  of  this 


(1)  Vide  Le'vit,\\u  ^^^\S Jcqj.  (a)  Exod,  xxii.  31.     Levit,  xvii.  15. 

[l-)  UJd,  xi,  32,  C^jcf2'  (4)  ^^«^'  *3Cii.  9,  C^  feqf* 

latter 
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r,  of  all  the  difeafes  mentioned  in  the  lafl:  nofe, 
profy  was  reckoned  the  moft  defiling  (F)  ;  for  which  leprtfy. 

reafon 


inder  another  head,  and 
0I7  mention  the  chief  of 
rmer  :  they  were  fuch  as 

all  matrimonial  com- 
for  one  certam  time  af- 
lild-birth ;  during  the 
Jy  periods,  or  after  any 
atal    weaknefs  of    that 

in  men,  nodlurnal  pol* 
s,  running  fores,  ulcers, 
•hcas,  and  fuch-like  j 
ver  was  touched  by  any 
I    fo    defiled,     whether 

bed,  table,  or  any  other 
[,  was  alfo  to  be  deemed 
.n,  and  to  defile  thofe  that 
;d  them ;  and  all  were  to 
irificd  according  to  the- 

In  both  fexes  likewife, 
luching  of  a  dead  body, 
b,  or  any  unclean  thing, 
Yt  fame  ef{e£l. 

Mofes  diilinguifhes  three 
of  Icprofy,  namely,  that 
I  body,  garments,  and  of 
3.  The  firft  of  thefe  is 
[cular  difeafe,  not  unHke 
vccerate  itch  or  fcurvy, 
1  occafions  a  violent  itch- 
ain ;  and  whether  caufed 
yme  prolific  aniioialcula 
innicated  by  the  touch,  or 
orroiive  vitrioline  &lts 
gh  the  former  feems  the 

probable],  will  in  time 
3c  the  fiefli,  even  to  the 
We  fhall  not  difguft  our 
rs  with  repeating  the 
8  which  he  gives  of  that 
dper  (42) ;  nor  with  what 

phyiicians  have  wrote 
sning  it ;  but  only  ob- 
,   chat  it  is  of  a  much 


more  corrofiveand  dangerous 
nature  in  hot  climates  than  in 
cold  ones.  They  obfervc  three 
kinds,  or  rather  degrees  of  it. 
The   firfl;  of  thefe,    namely, 
whilft  it  is,  as  it  were,  in  its 
in&ncy,  may  be  cafily  cured : 
the  feoond,  when  it  has  com- 
municated itfelf  to  the  blood, 
cannot    be  mailered  without 
great  difiiculty,  and  a  loi^  re- 
gimen of  diet  and  phyfic :  the 
laft,  which  is  when  it  is  grown 
inveterate,  and  has  fixed  itfelf, 
and  corroded  the  folid  parts,  is 
reckoned  incurable.  However, 
Monfieur  Toumefort,  who  had 
feen  it  in  the  Letvant,  thinks 
it  rather  a  kind  of  venereal 
difeafe ;  and  that^  if  taken  in 
time,  it  might  be  cured  by  the 
fame  method.     But  be  that  as 
it  will,  it  is  certain,  that  this 
leprofy  mull  have  been  fufii- 
ciently  known  by  the  Ifraelltet 
in   ^gyi^y   fince  Mofes  (peaks 
both    of   the  difeafe  and    its 
marks,   as    of  things    which 
were  plain  and  obvious. 

The  leprofy  of  the  garments 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  owing 
to  iome  defe£l  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  wool,  (kins,  and 
fluffs,  of  which  they  were 
made  ;  thofe  manufactures  be- 
ing then  very  imperfefl.  The 
heat  of  the  climate,  and  per- 
haps many  other  things,  might 
contribute  flillmore  towards  it. 
Mofes  has  likewife  defcribed 
the  marks  of  this  kind  of  le- 
profy :  they  were  fpot«,  either 
of  a  reddiih  or  greeniih  hue^ 


(4z)  Vidt  Levit.  x'lii.  per  t9t. 


which^ 
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reaTon  thofe,  v^bo  were  infedied  with  it|  were  forced  to 
-  live  feparate  from  the  reft,  till  th^  were  cured  ;  inoiurc])|^ 
themfelves  were  not  exempted  from  this  law,  as  appeaq^, 
from  the  infiance  of  king  Azariah^  or  Uzziaby  as  he  11 
called  in  the  Chronicles ^  who,  having  too  far  intruded  ii^0; 
the  prieftly  office"^,  was  imitten  with  an  incurable  ij^' 
profy,  deprived  of  his  government,  and  forced  to  live' 
apart  to  the  day  of  his  death.  And,  indeed,  one  kiod  4 
it  was  of  fo  infectious  a  nature,  that  too  much  cautjajf 
could  not  be  ufed  to  prevent  its  fpreading ;  inlbmud|g 
that  even  thofe  that  died  of  it  were  buried  feparatdy  fixxtty 
the  reft  '^ ;  as  for  the  other,  namely,  the  dry  one,  it  wif 
rather  an  eye-fore,  than  an  infedious  difeafe  (G). 

And 


^  Comp.  2  Kings  xv.  ;.  &  zChron.  xxvi.  i6»  &  ieqq.    'Ik 
Ter.  ult. 


which  appeared  upon  the  gar- 
ments, whether  of  linen, 
woolen,  or  of  (kins.  In  thefe 
cafes  they  were  to  be  brought 
to  the  prieftsy  and  according  as 
they  appeared  to  them,  they 
were  either  to  be  burnt,  or  to 
be  waihed  and  cleaned,  or  the 
fpots  to  be  cut  out,  and  the 
reft  declared  clean  and  whol- 
feme.  This  garment-leprofy 
is  likewife  fuppofed  to  be  a 
kind  of  worm,  which  breeds 
in  thofe  fiufFs,  occafloned  by 
the  oils,  greafe,  and  other  in- 
gredients ufed  in  the  dreiling 
of  them. 

The  fame  may  be  (aid  of  the 
leprofy  of  houfes ;  in  the  mor- 
ter  and  Hones  of  whicJi,  an- 
other fort  of  vermin  was  bred, 
which  had  four  jaws  conti- 
nually working,  and  eating 
holes  in  them.  This  was  one 
of  the  tokens  of  its  being  in- 
fected i  there  were  fome  others 
befides,  which  were  a  kind  of 
lufl  or  fcurf,  that  fpread  itfelf 


along  the  walls.  In  all  itA 
cafes,  the  priefts  were  ditcfld 
to  ihut  the  houie  up  for  a  weeki 
and  it  is  probable,  they  maA' 
fome  kind  of  fumigatioa,  d» 
ring  that  time,  though  no  01^ 
tion  is  made  of  it;  dfc.iii 
cannot  fee  how  the  bare  dMr 
ing  it  up  could  contribute  H 
the  cure.  If,  upon  the  ope^ 
ing  it  again,  they  fooad  di 
marks  gone,  they  pronoonoBt 
it  clean  ;  if  not,  diey  cubk 
them  to  be  fcraped  off  evn* 
where,  and  the  houfe  to  ,M 
ihut  up  another  feven  di^f 
and  if  that  did  not  work  tk 
cure,  they  ordered  it  to  bedfr 
molifhed,  and  fuch  materidi 
of  it  only  to  be  prefervcd^  « 
were  free  from  the  inleSiQiii 
in  order  to  build  it  up  in  iaOM 
other  place  (43). 

(G)  The  priefts  wci«  dl 
proper  judges  both  of  the  it 
eafe  and  of  the  cure  ;  cbdoen- 
ing  which  Mo/ei  gave  thai 
feveral  plain  diredlions,  thoqfc 


(43 )  Levit,  xiii.  47,  &feqq'  &  xi  v.  f^er  t»t»     Vide  journal  des  SettvoMts, 
z668*    Calmet,  di£ert,  prefix »  at  the  bead  of  bis  comments  on  Levity 
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3  here  we  ihall  beg  leave  to  mention  a  ftory  which 

bo  J  and  feveral  other  heathen  writers  after  him  **, 

advanced,    with  great  appearance  of   ferioufnefs, 

the  yews  %  and  which,  though  every  one  of  them 

his  own  way,  do^,  in  the  main,  amount  to  this  : 

e  land  of  Egypt  being  grievoufly  infected  with  the 

',  king  BocDorus  was  advifed  by  the  oracle  to  fend 

lepers  into  a  defert  place,  where  they  might  peri(h 

ivant.     This  was  accordingly  done  ;  and  the  lepers 

x>me  to  the  defblate  place,  Mofes  obferved,  by  tracing 

otfteps  of  a  wild  afs,  a  fpot,  where  they  might  dig 

Iter  to  refrefli  their  thirft ;  which  they  being  re- 

with,  chofe  him  for  their  guide,  and  were  by  him 

AMETH.  ap.  Jofeph.  cent.  Apion.  Tacit.  Just,  ex 
Plutarch.  &al. 

[  not  that  he  prefcribed  But  one  may  reafonably  fup-  - 
aedy  againft  it,  becaufe, .  pole,  that  they  had  places  iii 

:  Je^s  think,  it    was  which  they  lived  together,  and 

nediate  ju^gmeat  from  made  a  kind  of  community 

3).  The  fame  tkey'affirm  among   themfelves.      Accord- 

the  leprofy  of  houfes  ingly,  we  read  of  foxir  of  them 

irments  ;    which    tliey  that  went  together  out  of  fomc 

i  was  peculiar  '  to   the  quarter  of  Samaria  into  the 

'/ly  smd  to  the  land  of  jiffyrian  camp,    when  the  fa- 

[ju^  ;  becanfe  God  had  mine  raged  in  the  city  (46)  ; 

ed  to  them,  that  whilft  and  of  ten  in  the  gofpel,  who 

ontinued  obedient  to  his  applied  themfelves  in  a  body 

heir  bodies,  hbnfes,  and  to  Christ  to  be  healed   by 

Its,  fhoald  be  prelbnred  him  (47}.    Perfons,  garmentb, 

bat'difeafe;  bat,  when  and  houles,     being  cured   of 

rdved  ftnbborti  and  re-  this  diflemper,  were  to  be  fur- 

I,  he  would  fend  it  as  a  ther   purified  by    the    prieil. 

Dent  upon  them  (45).  We  have  already   fpoken  of 

m  the  prieft  had  pro-  the  facrifices  which  were  to  be 

d  a  man  infeded  with  of&red  upon  this  occafion.  in 

,  he  was  not  only  fe-  its  proper  place.     As  for  the 

from  the  fociety  of  other  ceremonies,  which  were 
peribns,  but  obliged  to  injoined  by  Mo/es,  we  (ball  re- 
dheaded, with  his  doaths  fer  our  reader  to  the  two  afore- 
nd  his  upper  lip  covered  quoted  chapters  of  Ltviticus^ 
kind  of  muffler,  to  pre-  where  he  mayiee  a  full  account 
in  all  likelihood,  his  in-  of  them. 

Others  by  his  breath. 

&,  rMin.ftr.  omn,  &  TbeoJor,  juaft,  18.  in  Levit.  (44)  Mof.- 

RtCgnat,  /br.  Sepbarad,  ST  al,  (4.5)  Vide  Munji.  in  Le-v  t.  xiu. 

^46}  a  JPrJi^f  va.  3,^4.  (47)  ^*«  x''"*  »^-         ,    o    . 

conducted,. 


e 


i66  The  Hijiory  of  the  ]t9f%  .     RK 

^Onduded,  and  fettled  in  Canaan^  in  the  fpace  of  feveii 
days  ;  in  memory  of  which,  he  ordered  tine  feventb  itf 
to  be  a  day  of  reft,  and  forbad  the  eating  of  fwines  flefliy 
becaufe  that  creature  is  very  fubjeS  to  the  Icprofy.  Thnr 
add,  that  in  memory  of  their  kind  benefador,  the  iv  ' 
that  faved  their  lives,  he  commanded  an  afs's  beul  to  be 
fet  up,  and  worfbiped  in  their  temple.  This  flx)ry,  whkfr 
is  falfe  and  ridiculous  in  every  particular,  is  fufficicndf 
confuted  by  Jofepbus  ;  and  the  care  which  M^fes  took» 
Ivith  refped  to  this  diftemper,  fufEciently  {hews,  that,  it 
leaft,  the  far  greater  part  of  the  Ifratlites  were  free  ben 
it  at  their  coming  out  of  Egypt ;  elfe  it  would  have  bear 
impoilible  to  have  fegregafed  them  from  the  reft,  and  tti( 
have  forced  tliefe  laws  upon  them,  which  excluded  Aon 
from  the  commerce  of  thofe  who  were  free  from  it  (H)« 

il.    Of  the  ctf/lomsj  learnings  arts^   and  trade  tf  '^ 

the  Jews. 

Ceremo'    ^T^HEIR  cuftoms,  both  religious  and  CivH,  being chiellf 
niesatcir*  ^    founded  upon  their  laws,  and  the  greateft  part  a 
cumctfioH,  them  having  been  already  mentioned  under  that  article 
We  fhaU  have  the  lefs  to  fay  here,  efpecially  confideril^ 
thebarrennefs  of  the  fubje£l,  for  want  of  books  and  Wr 
thors,  of  a  date  old  enough  to  be  depended  upon.    Wtf 
have  already  mentioned  all  that  could  be  gathered,  ooiH 
cerning  their  cuftoms  at  weddings  and  feftivals :  we  (hal 
now  fay  fomething  of  thofe  that  were  ufed  at  births,  anl 
feads  ;  to  which  we  fhall  add  a  (hort  account  of  fomeof 
their  abominable  pra£):ices  at  their  high-places,  grovOi 
and  other  places  of  idolatrous  worftup ;  of  their  varioa 
kinds  of  divinations,  games,  and  ceremonies  ufed  at  bu- 
rials.    It  may  be  remembered,  that  circumcifion  vras  OOt 
injoined  by  the  Mofaic  law,  but  by  virtue  of  the  expft& 

(H)  This  body  of  laws,  out  any  thing  from  it  (48);  bnt 
of  which  we  have  omitted  a  their  obedience  to  them  is  lilw- 
confiderable  number  of  lefs  wife  enforced  by  the  moft  co- 
moment,  befides  feveral  others,  gent  promifes  and  thieateningSf 
which  we  have  avoided  repeat-  interfperfed  through  the  wlidir» 
ing  here,  becaufe  they  will  be  befides  a  ftri£l  charge,  injoiiiiog 
occafionally  mentioned  in  other  the  Ltvites  to  inftru6t  the  peo* 
places,  is  not  only  fecured  by  pie,  and  parents  their  chilcreft 
a  claufe,  which  exprefly  for-  in  it ;  though  all  too  little  to 
bids  the  adding  or  diminifhing  keep  them  to  their  duty. 

(4S)  Diut*  iv.  2^    xU.  32, 

commafi' 
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command  giveQ  to  Abraham,     But  neither  hath  ordained 
any  thing,  either  with  refped  to  the  perfon  by  whom, 
nor  with  what  jnilrument,  nor  in  what  manner  the  cere- 
mony was  to  be  performed ;  but;  only,  that  the  foreskin 
ihould  be  cut  oii  on  the  eighth  day.     So  that  it  was  left 
to  the  option  of  the  pareat,  either  to  perform  it  himfelf, 
or  to  have  fome  other  perfon,  whether  a  prieft,  furgeon, 
Or  any  expert .  friend  to  do  it  for  him.  ^  And,  in  this  lail 
cafe,  it  was  always  looked  upon  as  a  high  compliment  to 
be  chofen  to  tnat  office.     The  inftrument  was  generally 
a  knife,  or  razor,  made  of  fome  kind  of  ftone,  as  being 
lefi  dangerous  than  thofe  of  fteel ;  the  ufe  of  which  they 
might  have  learned  from  the  Egyptians^  who  opened  the 
bodies  with  them,  which  were  to  be  embalmed  ^     They 
Were  not  obliged   to  carry  the  child  to  the  fynagogue, 
much  lefs  to  the  temple,  but  had  him  circumcifea  at  home. 
Here  the  father,  or  feme  friend  deputed  by  him,  held  the 
child  in  his  arms,  whilft  the  operator  took  the  prepuce, 
either  with  one  hand,  or  with  pincers  made  for  that  pur- 
pofe,    and  with  the   other  cut  oiF  the  foreikin,    whilft 
iUx>ther  held  a  porringer  filled  with  fand,  for  him  to  fling 
it  in,  and  to  receive  the  blood.    He  then  applied  his  mouth 
to  the  place,  and,  having  fucked  the  blood,  which  gene- 
Cally  flowed  -plentifully,  twice  or  thrice,  and  fpit  it  out 
into  a  tumbler  of  wine,  he  threw  fome  ftyptic  powder 
tipcm  the  wound,  and  drefled  it  till  it  was  well.     As  for 
the  form  of  words  that  were  ufed  upon  fuch  occafions,  as 
fkr  as  probable  conjedures  will  go,  we  (hall  have  occafion 
to  mention  it  under  another  article ;  to  which  they  added, 
bo  doubt,  fome  prayers  and  bleffings.     At  prefent,  the 
operator,  having  drefled  the  wound,  puts  the  cup  of  wine 
ind  blood  to  the  infant's  lips,  pronouncing  thefe  words  of 
the  prophet^  Live  in  thy  bkod^^  repeats  the  cxxviiith  pfalm, 
md  wifhes  his  parents  joy,  and  that  they  may  thus  affift 
It   his  wedding  h.     But  how  old  thefe  cuflioms  are,  we 
cannot  warrant  :  all  that  can  be  added  is,  that  this  cere- 
mony was  ufually  accompanied  with  great  rejoicing  and 
Feafting  ;  and  it  was  at  that  time  that  the  child  ufed  to  be 
named   by   the   parents,    in  the  prefence  of  the  com- 

^^  Herodot.  lib.  ii.  c.  86.        «   Ezek.  xvi.  6,        *>  Dc  his 
vide  Fag.  in  Deut.  x.  Mos.  Kotz,  in  trad,  de  circumcif.  fol. 
115.    Maim.  trad,  circumcif.  c.  i,  &  2.    Buxtorf.  iyn.  Jud.. 
c.  4«  k  alib.  QuANDti.  (ie  cultris  circumcif.  Hebr. 

Vol.  IIL  M  pany. 


iSi  ^^  HiJisTy  §f  tit  JciPS  B. I- 

i'yuifid:  Li  jur  ears,  were  gsnen^iy  iigrithTanf  of  fiamcdibig 
relating  to  the  parents^r  cc  the  chSdi,  or  to  fame  oliiei 

CLTCumtonco  of  time  (3). 

Theh 

'  Lfske  i.  59. 


A-    Tlie  J«c/  did  afisr- 

W2rdi  aiki  ^^iveral  other  fsper- 
&t£oas  cn.^c3L£,  fddk  u  pkcxzig 
carec  ftooli,  cue  for  tbe  or* 
camdier,  tbe  foood  m  the 
pciibn  thax  held  the  child,  2nd 
the  tbird  for  Elijah j  who,  they 
iky,  afirrlfd  iriYifibly  at  the  ce- 
Ttmony  {^)  ;  writicg  tac 
words  jfdum  and  J^^z:/,  LiHitCy 
he  g^ne  bence^  tpon  p:cce3  cf 
parci^ment,  acd  ftickicg  them 
to  the  focr  walls  of  the  rcom, 
as  alfb  the  names  of  three 
friendly  angels,  to  prcfcrrc 
tiie  child  from  the  power  of 
Liliitbf  whoy  accord::ig  to 
them,  vrzs  Jdaais  Hrfl  wife; 
and,  beiog  parted  from  him, 
ufed  to  vect  her  fpleen  againii 
women  in  child-birth,  and 
new-bom  children,  efpeciaily 
males  '5c,.  They  Lid  like- 
liriewife  taken  it  :n:o  their 
heads  to  circumcifj  children 
after  their  death,  if  :hey  had 
not  beer,  fo  before,  in  crier  to 
avoid  the  curfe  pronounced 
againll  thofe  that  r.eg Levied  ir, 
and  which  had  like  to  have 
fallen  upon  M^fcs  at  the  ina 
(51,;  but  they  content  tbem- 
felves  new  v.ith  cuttin'^  ofr  the 
prepuce,  and  Ringing  it  into 
the  coffin  or  grave,  with  the 
body.  But  thcfe  the  wifer  fort 
among  them  have  long  ilncQ 
difufed,  as  ridiculous  and  fu- 


perfiidoos.  The  cstoB  of 
godferhen,  or»  as  thej  ol 
thes,  r  ■  .2  y*/2^' £^cl4tnik, 
m-ii^rr  of  the  cjtatai,  ki 
bee:i  of  iziDmt  nfii  ^52]  ;  hk 
c&cc  was  C3  hold  ibc  dkSM, 
during  the  cperaboa.  Thef 
think,  that  Urija  the  h^- 
pr!eil,  and  Zechcriah^  the  iJA 
Qzj-iTirc}i4z:y  f.ood  gpdfiulicn 
to  I.'al-2.oi  :bn  ^l^tr-jraB^ 
haj.ihf^  '■:  : 3' .  Aft  fbr  the op^ 
ration,  Mzirtzs  (54"  tcUs  ■» 
that  ill  had  a  rfgh:  to  it,  era  .| 
an  andrcomdied  {errant,  or  t 
woman,  C5'r.  is  the  abAsxtdf 
2  man,  cnieis  (be  be  2  gentiks 
thocgh,  even  if  f::di  as  oM 
fhould  perfbnn  the  openii* 
on,  it  needs  not  to  be  repeit- 
ed. 

:  B)  The  de^outer  part  nU 
to  join  the  names  of  God,  Jii 
and  £/.  to  that  cftheduldi 
thus,  jihijuc  iigcinei  God  my 
iziYxtTj  and  Zizh&ri^h^  the  ln^ 
EiDria!  cf  the  Lord:  Lizzie/ 
and  Dar.ld^  the  flrength  of 
jjjgment  of  God.  Somehi^ 
a  quite  dirterent  meaning,  o 
Ijhholeth,  the  man  of  ihame; 
Mtphzhojheth^  (hame  of  tht 
mouth.  Others  were  taket 
^m  living  creatures  :  TiUftrjk 
bird;  Rachel^  a  (heep;  CAf- 
«r»r,  an  al< ;  Nacbafi?^  a  fer- 
pent;  Tamar^  a  palmrtree; 
and  the  like :  and  EIP^  daugh- 


-;-?*);  l^iJi  C'nf:fi.  Cjfi.  in  nfjffech,  :t.        ^o)  Vide  Leo,  dt  Mod.  ft.  h.  e.9. 
/  ;  I ;  ExU  i  V.  24.  ^  j  i j  yiJe  Elia.  Tcifoit,  i»  piJD-  (Sj)  ^^ 

yji.iS^Urtmil.  tn  la:,  viii.     (54;  Thi^.  HP^O,^.  II4. 

4  to- 
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HEIR  feaftmgs  (if  we  excq)t  thofe  that  were  com- 
[ed  or  permitted  by  the  law,  or  ufed  at  births,  mar- 
;,  and  fuch-like  occafions)  were  neither  many  nor 
tuous,  becaufe  thefe  came  fo  often  about,  and  lafted 
ig,  that  they  could  hardly  have  time  for  more.  As 
tie  cuftoms  and  ceremonies  ufed  at  them,  we  (hall  — 

pick  out  fuch  as  bear  an  analogy  with  any  paflages 
e  gofpel  (C). 

«ESE  firit  ceremonies  being  over,  the  m after  of  the  to/ ^^ 
:  began  to  crave  a  bleffing,  if  there  was  no  ftranger,        '  ** 
my  perfon  of  a  fiiperior  rank  ^  ;  for,  in  this  cafe,  he 
(limented  him  with  that  office  (D).     He  then  took  a 
ull  of  wine,  and,  having  blefled  the  creator  of  the 

vine, 
^  Vide  I  Sam.  ix.  13. 


-law  called  her  fon  lea- 
vhere  is  the  glory?  when 
eard,  that   the  ark  was 

by  the  Philiftines  (55). 

for  daughters,  as  they 
not  circumci/edy  fb  there 
10  other  ceremony  ufed, 
ve  can  find,  than  giving 
a  name,  unlefs.  it  were, 
vhen  the  mother  was  pu- 

the  prieils  did  bellow  a 
ig  upon  the  child,  as 
xs  upon  the  parents,  as  it 
:d  to  this  day  (f ). 
)  Thefe  were  the  faluting 
le  gueib,  wafhing  their 
anointing  with  oil,    the 

or  blefling  of  the  cup, 
breaking  of  the  bread, 
r  of  thanks,  and  dimif> 
:he  company.  The  firft 
tion  was  performed  to 
iors,  by  bowing  down  to 
round,  as  Jbrtfham  and 
d  to  their  heavenly  guefts 
or  by  a  kifs  or  embrace 
amiliar.  In  the  two  for- 
inilances,  we  have  like- 


wKe  a  form  of  invitation,  and 
the  ceremony  of  wafhing  the 
feet,  which  Jofepb  ordered  alfo 
to  be  perform^  to  his  brethren, 
when  they  came  to  dine  with 
him  in  Egypt  ($7) ;  and  thus 
Ahigaily  in  her  great  modelly^ 
anfwered  DatHd*^  iervants,  who 
came  to  propofe  marriage  from 
him,  ^'  Let  the  handihaid  of 
"  my  lord  the  king  be  a  fer- 
'*  vant  to  wa{h  the  feet  of  the 
"  king*s  fervants  (58);"  and 
to  this  cuftom,  no  doubt,  the 
pfalmift  alludes,  when  he  calls 
Moab  his  wa(h-pot  (59).  As 
for  the  ceremony  of  anointing 
the  head,  though  it  was  com- 
mon in  all  the  eafl,  yet  we 
find  no  inflance  of  it  before  in 
the  gofpel  (60),  except  in  that 
allufion  of  the  pfalmifl  (61), 
Jhou  haft  prepared  a  tabie  for 
thou  haft  anointed  my 


me 


bead  tjuith  oil, 

■  ifi)  This  was  not  to  be  re-' 
fufed  upon  any  pretence ;  for 
they  believed,   that  he,   who 


I  SavtL  iv.  21.     ^f)  Leo  it  M»deit,  earm.  Jud,  ft,  iv.  c,  Sv  Goodwin^ t 
f-^artHkxr.  c-.'i,"-         (56)  (?##.  xviii.  *.  xix.  f*  (s?)  ^'«« 

4.  (c.'i)  I  6um,  XXV. 41.        f59^  ^/^  cvia.^9,         {^oyMutt, 

'.     Lulu  vii.  46.  •  (6j)  P/.  xxiiu  5. 
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vine,  he  Tipped  a  little  of  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  next  perfon, 
till  it  had  gone  round.  This  was  called  the  p>n  nTOf 
birkath  hajajin^  the  bleffing  of  the  wine.  Our  Saviour 
is  obferved  by  St.  Luke  to  have  begun  with  it,  and  di* 
ftributed  it  among  the  twelve,  at  his  laft  fupper  r.  From 
thence  he  paflfed  to  the  bleffing  and  breaking  of  the  bread, 
and  diftributing  it  to  the  guefts.  This  is  what  Christ 
likewife  did  to  the  apofUes,  and  it  was  called  the  bleffing 
of  the  bread  s.  As  foon  as  they  had  done  eating,  the  fame 
perfon,  who  had  craved  the  bleffing,  was  obliged  to  give 
thanks,  in  which  all  the  reft  joined  with  him.  It  was 
concluded  with  another  cup  full  of  wine,  and  this  wai 
called  the  bleffing  of  plenty.  Our  Saviour  is  fuppofed  to 
have  inftituted  the  facrament  in  this  laft  cup  ^  (£).  How- 
ever, it  is  likely,  that  fome  of  thefe  laft  ceremonies  were 
only  ufed  at  fome  of  their  grand  feftivals,  efpecially  that 
or  the  paflbver  ;  though  the  iirft  was  feldom,  if  ever, 
omitted.  Whether  their  cuftom  was  to  fit  at  meat,  or 
lie  down,  is  a  controverfy  of  more  nicety  than  moment. 
However,  to  us,  the  former  feems  moft  probable,  at  leaft, 
before  the  captivity.     We  read,    that  Jofeph  made  bis 

'  Luke  xxii.  17.  •  Vide  Drus.  in  Nov.  Teft.  pt.  ult.  & 

GooDw.  ubi  fup.  lib.  iii,-  c.  2.  §.  15.  *  Vide  Fag.  in  praec 

Hebr. 

refufed    to    crave    a  bleffing,  That  he  would  fend  the  pro- 

{hortened  his  own  days.     But  phet  Elijah.  And,  6.  That  he 

the  mailer  of  the  houfe  was  would  make  them  worthy  of 

allowed,    by  way  of  civility,  the  kingdom  of  the  Meffiab, 

to  fet  even  an  inferior  to  per-  The   ceremony  ended  with  i 

form  that  office  (62).  pfalm  proper  to  the  occafioo. 

(E)  In  this  cup  of  thankf-  They  have  added,  fmce,  fevc- 

fiving  they  blefTed  God,    i.  ral  other  niceties,    not  wordi 

or  their  prefent  refrefhmcnt.  mentioning  (63).     It  is  plain, 

2.  For  their  deliverance  out  of  however,   that  fome  of  thcfe 

Egypt.     3.   For  the  covenant  ceremonies  were  added  fince  the 

of  circumcifion.    And,  4.  For  captivity,  and  we  dare  not  take 

the  law  given  by  Mofes,  After  upon  us  to  fay,  how  many  of 

this  they  prayed,  that   God  the  others  were  in  uie  bdbre 

would  be  merciful,  i .  To  his  that  time ;  but  we  hope  the 

people  Ifrael,     2.  To  his  Je-  affinity  they  bear  to  fome  of 

rufalem,     3.  To  his  Siottf  the  the  gofpel  invitations,  will  be 

refidence  of  his  majefty.  4.  To  apology  fufficient  for  our  tak* 

the  kingdom  of  Da*viJ.    5.  ing  notice  of  them  here. 

C^^)  7^1'  ^''0'  fimlcban  karuk,  n»  %ou  (63)  Fidt  M»  Mm^,  m 

brethrea 
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iren  fit  down  to  eat  with  him  «  ;  and  David  fald  toSitUng 

tban^  To-morrow /  Jhouldfity  or,  as  the  .on-dinun. 

has  it,  fittings  I  Jhould  Jit  down  at  meat  with  the 
^  ;  though  we  own,  that,  in  our  Saviour's  time,  the 
tn  was  altered  into  that  of  l^ing  down  (F). 
HEIR  high-places  were  of  two  forts,    either  thokHigb^ 
s  they  only  worfhiped  the  true^  God,  by  hxxYmngpUtces.  • 
fe,  and  offering  facrifices  to  him  ^  or  fuch  in  which 
ferved  ftrange  gods,  and  committed  the  moft  horrid 
ednefs  in  their  worlhip.     Both  thefe  became  fo  com- 
and  univerfal,  that  we  read  b^t  of  few  kings  who 
le  courage  to  pull  them  down  ;  whilft  many  others, 
;h  otherwife  commended  for  their  piety  and  zeal, 
St  recorded  for  having  left  this  evil  unreformed  (G). 

Besides 


*  Gen.  xliii.  33. 

The  verb  is  "l^yjajhah, 
is  always  ufed  for  fitting, 
er  at  meat,  on  a  throne, 
like ;  and  is,  as  we  think, 
ble  of.  the  other  meaning, 
is  always  exprefled.by 
f  nDVir,  Jhacak     As  to 
ibles,  they  feem  to  have 
r  a  round,  or  oval  figure, 
s  it  is  often  joined  to  the 
^D,  fa'vafy  to  furround, 
or  ftand  round.     Thi|s 
d  hySamueI(6^)  305  nI?, 
U  not  fit  drvun,  or  rather, 
till  he  come  :  and  the 
I  fays,  thy  children Jhall 
f    olive 'branches    round 
by  table  (65).    We  do 
:tend,  indeed*  that  this 
mt   is  altogether   con- 
feeing  the  word  I^IID, 
round  about 9  is  made  nfe 
Mofi^Sy  where  he  fpeaks 
uare  table ;  as  when  he 
nds  the  priefts  to  (prin- 
5  blood  of  the  vidlim 
about  the  altar,  though 
)f  a  fquare  form  (66). 


*  1  Sam.  XX.  ;. 

The  command  of  pulling 
off  their  fhoes  or  fandals  feems 
implied  in  that  of  eating  the 
padbver  with  them  on.     We 
fhall  only  add,  that,  upon  theie 
and  all  fuch  occaiions,  hofpi* 
tality  and  liberality  had  been 
fo   ftrongly   recommended   to 
them  by  their  lawgiver,  and 
enforced  by  the  examples  of 
Abraham^  Lot,  and  other  pa- 
triarchs, and  the  many  bleilings 
attending  it,  that  they  became 
very  confpicuous  for  it,  feldom 
or  never  failing,  at  fuch  times 
efpedally,  to  make  the  Levites^ 
the    fetherlefs,   widows,     and 
(bangers,  partakers    of  their 
joy,  by  inviting  them  to  the 
feaft,   or   fending  them  feme 
portions  of  their  good  chear. 

(G)  The  firft  of  thefe,  tho' 
lefs  criminal,  and  feemingly 
countenanced  by  the  examples 
of  Samuel^  Da<vid^  Elijha^ 
and  other  inipired  perfons, 
were  neverthelefs  exprefly  for- 
bidden by  God,  unlefs  it  were 


r  Sam.  xvi.  1 1.  (65)  P/.  cxxviii'  3.        (66)  Ccw/*.  iw/V.  t. 

.  ^  Exod,  xxvii.  paf. 
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Diifina-^  Besides  thefe  abqminable  idolatries,  or  rather,  in  con- 
tions,  fequence  of  them,  they  gave  themfelves  up  to  all  kinds 
of  divinations  and  witcheries  praftifed  among  the  heathen, 
though  as  exprefly  and  diftinfilly  forbid  by  the  law  of 
MofeSy  as  the  former.  Thefe  were  of  various  kinds. 
.,  Mofes  exprefl'es  them  in  the  terms  following  b,  There  JhaA 
not  he  found  among  you  any  one  that  maketh  his  fon  or  hit 
daughter  pafs  through  the  fire^  or  that  ufeth  divinations^  w 
an  ohferver  of  times  ^  or  an  enchanter^  or  a  witch ^  or  § 
charmer  J  or  a  confulter  with  familiar  fpirits^  §r  a  wizard^ 
or  a  necromancer  (Hj. 

GaMes 

**  Deut:  xviii.  10,  ii. 


done  by  his  own  command : 
but  as«  to  tke  laft,  it  is  cer- 
tain>  nothing  could  be  more 
exprefly  forbid,  or  more  fe-. 
verely  threatened,  vi^  may 
fay,  puniihed  s  notwithitanding 
which,  Jojhua  had  been  fcarce- 
\y  dead  above  twenty  years', 
ere  they  began  to  relapfe  into 
\i{(i^)*  This  defedlion  began 
about  the  tiihes  of  Othniel  and 
l^hud,  and  mcreaied  fo  fall, 
and  fpread  fo  wide,  that  it 
would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate 
their  falfe  deities,  and  the 
places  dedicated  to  their  wor- 
Ihip,  as  well  as  the  abominable 
ceremonies  which  were  prafti- 
fed  in  them.  But  our  defign 
is  not  to  dwell  upon  this  fub- 
jedl,  having  already  fpoken  of 
it  in  the  hiflories  of  thofe  na- 
tions, .from  whom  they  adopti' 
ed  them.  l\  will  be  fufficient 
to  obferve  upon  the  whole, 
that  they  adopted  the  falfe  gods 
of  all  thofe  nations,  in  th^ 
inidft  of  whom  they  lived, 
and  fet  up  altars  and  idols  to 
them  upon  ^\txy  hill  and  high- 
places  from  which  they  came 
to  be  called  by   that  namei 


that  the  fun,  moon,  and  fiaii 
were  of  the  ^nmnber  of  their 
gods,  and  that,  as  the  rites  of 
thofe  fal(e  deities  became  mois 
and  more  fhameful,  and  imie 
for  common  riew,  they  be^ 
took  themfelves  to  fet  ap  tott 
and    booths,     and    to  plait 
groves,  to  conceal  the  aboni» 
nable  things  that  were  done  il 
them  ;  the  very  women,  idN 
were  become  -uieleis   in  ^ 
hellifh  commerce,  findii^  oit 
e  way  of    proftituting  then- 
felves,   as  it  were,  at  fecoat 
hand,  by  furnifhing  the  infa^ 
mous  votaries  with  all  kind  of 
conveniences  (68).     Solomn  n 
judly  branded  in  Script  ore  fa 
having  brought  this  evil  to  iti 
greaceli:  height,  by  the  mold- 
tude  of  his  itrange  women,  aod 
which  was  never  thorooghlj 
rooted  put  till  ^ofiah^s  reign, 
that  is,  about  369  years  after 
(69). 

(H)  Wp  need  not  doubt  hot 
there  might  be  many  more  of 
the  like  naCture.  But  the  moft 
inhuman  of  all,  was  that  of 
paffmg  their  children  throtgil 
the  £re.     This  ^ite  (eems  to 


(67)  yi^e  Judges  III.  «;,  &  fc^f.  (68)  Fxeit.  xiii.  17,  &&f^.  &  §Uk 

^69)  I  Kifsgi  iii.  2,  ^ Jcq^.  yJ^  1^  ©*/'?ff»    ^iv.  a;,  14,  fif  aiib*  pajf. 


leen  peculiar  to  Moloch^ 
s  therefore  alfo  called 
\  anamalecby  from  Hsy, 
to  anfwer,  becaufe  he 
nfwers  to  all  thofe  who 
:ed  him  by  this  rite,  ei- 
by  his  priefls,  or  by 
J  (70).  We  (hall  not  at- 
to  defcribe  thofe  various 
of  divination,  either 
the  text,  or  from  com- 


n.         to  the  Babylonifh  C^iptivity. 

MES    may,    for   aughfr  appears,    be  faid    to  have 
the  only  cuftom,    in  which  they   did  not  imitate 
neighbours  s    at  leaft,   which  they  did  not  intro- 
duce 

render  iTipcaray  ri(  nKfif:. 
This  is  what  the  fame  witch 
did  for  Sau/,  from  which  one 
would  be  apt  to  conclude  thefe 
two  to  be  much  the  iame.  4. 
The  QVI/30  mtkafitph  may 
be  properly  enough  rendered, 
by  legerdemain^  one  who  de- 
ceives the  fight,  and  impofes 
upon  the  beholders ;  fiich  are 
reafonably  fuppofed,  thofe 
:ors,  but  only  oblerve  in  .whom  Pharaoh  fet  againll  Mo^ 
.1,  that  the  chief  of  them  fes  (74),  who  are  tlSre  called 
jerformed  ftrft,  by  con-  D''a}Vi;:3D  makjhaphm^  and 
;  the  ftars,  douds,  figns,  are  faid  to  have  imitated  fome 
and   the  like.    This    .of    his   wonders    Cin^^n^IJ 

BelabatehemyV/hi^  wordfeems 

derived  from  lonb,  which  iig- 

nifiea  a  £ame,  or  the  glittering 

ofa  fpear  or  lance,  becaufe  it 

dazzles  the  fight.    The  Sep- 

tuagint^  however,  have  tran- 

fiated  it  <^<t^^dLTiuk^y   apotheca- 

rieSf  and  the  Latins,  *vejtefica, 

I  ufe  of  the  fame  verb,    poi/oner.     5.  The  •^:3in,  eho- 

Jig  of  his  divininjg-cup    *ver,    may  alfo   be   properly 

but  we   much  doubt,    rendered     a    mutterer,    from 

ler  this  is  capable  of  fo    "tUn^  chavar,  to  gather,  cou- 

able  a  fenfe.     However,    j>le,   or  aflbciate,   becaufe  he 

word  U;n3  fignifies  pro-    ipeaks  with  his  lips  joined  (75}, 

and  is  therefore  rendered  {'t^"^ 
by  Onkelos.    To  thefe  the  pro- 
phets have   added    fome  few 
o|;hers,  fuch  as  confulting  by 
teraphims,  and  by   the  flight 
of  arrows,    by   the  liver  of 
bealls    (76),    by    (locks    and 
ftaves  (77),  and  fuch-like  ;  fe- 
veral  of  which  were  even  for- 
bid under  pain  of  death.     But 
fuch  was  their  invincible  itch 
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the  meaning  of  the  word 
,  menachefl?  here,  which 
^rthelefs  fpmetimes  ufed 
ood  fenfe.  Thus  Laban 
.7«^^,^nu;n3,  nachafif- 
have  obferved  or  cxpe- 
3,  that  God  has  blefied 
r  thy  fjake(7i).   Jofeph 


a  ferpent,  Bochart  has 
iven  us  an  account  of  fe- 
iivinations  that  were  per- 
d  by  means  of  thofe  crea- 
(73).  2.  Another  way 
y  familiar  fpirits,  which 
ibrenu  calls  nm&>,  oboth^ 
IS  the  witch  of  Endor  is 
to  have  had.  3.  uy"m 
on  ^N,  Interrogating  the 
which    the    Septuagint 

Vide  Maim.  &  Abarban,  in  leg.  170.     '  (7O  Gen,  xxx.  27. 

W.  xliv.  5,  If,         (73)  Hieroxoic' ii6,  u  e.  3.^/.  i.  (74)  £»o^. 

,  &  aiih, pajf.        (75)  Bthar^  mtade  inchantt,        (76)  ExeM,  xxi.  zi. 
W*.  iv.  z^. 

M  ♦  of 
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^  ducc  into  their  commonwealth.  They  had  not  fo  much, 
as  a  name  for  them,  but  what  doth  properly  (ignify,  to 
laugh «,  play  ^,  toy  S9  and  fuch-like  innocent  amufementii 
Even  Solomon  himfelf,  who  had  imitated,  or  rather  out- 
done the  grandeur  of  other  kingdoms,  and  had  indulged 
himfclf  in  all  other  vanities,  or  what  he  calls  the  deli^ 
of  the  fons.of  men^i,  fome  of  which  were  near  of  kin  to 
thefe,  as  his  fingers  and  muficians  of  both  fexes  ;  doth  yd 
make  no  mention  of  any  kind  of  games,  either  of  bazaidi 
or  of  the  tlr»eatre ;  neither  do  the  Scriptures  any-wheri 
fpcak  of  them  (I), 

*  Vide  Gen.  xviii.  12,  &  alib.  paff.  *"  Exod.  xxxii.  (. 

Judg.  xvi.  25,  &  alib.      «  Gen.  xxvi.  8.      ^  Ecclefiaft.  ii.  8; 


of  prying  into  futurity,  that 
they  left  none  of  them  un- 
tried: at  leail  the  prophets 
do  generally  upbraid  them 
with  reforting  to  thofe  who 
pra6Uied  them. 

(I)  If  we  may  believe  the 
Taimudi/isf    and  other  yenuijh 
commentators,    all    kinds    of 
games,   fpeftacles,  ^c,    were 
not  only  forbid,  but  abhorred 
by  all  good  Ifraelites^  by  rca- 
fon  of  the  mifchiefs  which  had 
befallen  thofe  who  had  ventured 
to  be  prefent  at  thofe  of  their 
neighbouring    nations.      The 
Talmud  utterly  condemns  being 
prcfhit  at  any  theatrical  re- 
prefentations  (71):    they  give 
ieveral  reafons,  which  we  fhall 
omit,    becaufe  they  are    not 
over-modeft;    and    R.  Simeon 
Ben-paki  is  there  affirmed  to 
have  rendered  the  firft  words 
of  the  firft  pfalm,  Blefed  is 
tho   man  fwho  hath  not  fit  his 
foot  in  a  theatre^  Sec.    It  feems 
rather,  that  their  folemn  fefti- 
vals  ferved  them  inftead  of  all 
fuch  kind  of  fpedlades  and  di- 


verfions ;   and   indeed,   if  ve 
confider    the    frequency   anl 
magnificence   of  them,  ef{»>  ' 
cially,   after    the  building  of 
the  temple,  we  ihall  not  woi' 
der  at  their  preferring  thai 
to  any  others.     Add  to  thiib 
that  all  we  meet  with  in  tks 
writings  of  the  antient  &thoi^ 
■fuch  as  Tertullian  (72)  and  St. 
Cyprian,    both  in   his  (ecofll 
epiftle   to  Donatus,  and  in  hit 
book    de  fpeiiaculis^    if  that 
piece  be  really  his,  which  if 
fomewhat  doubtful,  by  reafitt 
of  the  difference  of  ftile ;  4dl 
agree  in  this,  that  the  IfratUttf 
never  admitted  any  fuch  garnet 
among  them.     It  even  appears 
from  Mr   Selden^    that  gamei 
of  hazard,  fuch  as  dice,  taUes, 
and   the    like,    were    lookeJ 
upon  as  a  kind  of  theft,  no 
gain  being  thought  lawful,  that 
refulted  from  a  contraft,  which 
depended  upon  chance.     The 
fame    they    likewife     affirm- 
ed    of    fuch    who    made  a 
gain  of  expofing  beafts  or  fbwii 
to  fight  one  with  another  (73). 


(7»)  7raa,  n-^T  n-^n^, /«/.  18.      {n)  Lib,  de  jpeaau  &r  4^. 

*•  3^»  (73)  Juinat*  ^  nat,  lib,  vL  r.  11. 

■ 
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Their  diverfions   fcem  to  have  confifted  chiefly  inDi'Oir^ 
eating,  drinking,    dancing,  and  milfic.     At  leaft  they  2iXtfions. 
thofe  which  good  old  Barzillai  feems  to  bewail  his  inca- 
pacity for  ^ ;  and  for  the  exccfs  of  which  they  were  often 
blamed  by  the  prophets  ".     The  Scriptures  do  often  ex- 
prefs  the  fimplicity  of  their  happy  lives,  by  fitting,  and  eat- 
ing and  drinking,  every  one  under  his  vine,  and  under  his 
Eg-tree.     But  even  thefe  diverfions  could  not  be  very 
Frequent,  unlefs  it  were  upon  fuch  folemn  occafions  as 
me  have  mentioned  before,   or  at  their  fheep-fhearing, , 
harveft,  and  vintage  ;  becaufe  they  would  elfe  have  had  but 
little  time  to  have  minded  their  country  afl&irs.     Whether 
tbey  ufed  hunting,  fowling,  fifhing,  and  fuch-like,  we 
ivill  not  pretend  to  fay ;  but  we  find  frequent  mention 
made  of  nets,  gins,  traps,  fowlers,  hunters,  isfc. 

Their  diet,  except  on  feftivals,  feems  to  have  hcetiDia* 
ircry  plain.  Boaz^  a  mighty  man,  complimented  Ruth 
irith  drinking  of  the  fame  water ^  eating  of  the  fame  bread y 
mnd  dipping  her  morfel  in  the  vinegar  with  htm ».  Even 
Sie  prefent  of  victuals  which  were  brought  to  David  and 
bis  men,  whilft  he  was  in  a  kind  of  exile,  were  chiefly 
feyeral  VxnAs  of  pulfe,  fome  parched  corn,  bread,  and 
Bour,  fome  dried  raifins  and  figs,  honey,  butter,  cheefi-^ 
>il,  and  a  -few  fatted  beafts  ^.  Their  bread  was  made 
Either  of  barley  or  wheat,  baked  into  thin  cakes,  fome 
41  ovens,  fome  upon  the  hearth,  and  others  in  a  frying* 
Isin,  fome  with,'  and  fome  without  oil ;  they  often  ufed 

Eirched  corn  inftead  of  bread.  Honey  was  commended 
r  its  delicioufnefs  p,  and  the  fleece  of  the  flocks,  and 
ide  milk  of  the  goats,  were  thought  by  the  "w'xk  man  fuf- 
Scient  for  food  and  raiment,  both  for  the  mader  and  his 
ioiily  9. 

High  titles  were  unknown  among  them,  unlefs  thofe7V/j>/^ 
nrhich  implied  fome  office,  fuch  as  general,  treafurer,  re- 
DCM'der,  and  the  like.  They  valued  themfelves  more  upon 
dieir  genealogies,  which  is  the  reafon  why  one  man's 
Dame  had  five  or  fix  of  his  andeflors,  and  fometimes  more, 
tacked  to  it.  Some  regard  was  likewife  had  to  the  di- 
Rindion  of  tribes  or  families :  as  for  inflance ;  to  thof<t 
of  the  priefts  and  LeviteSy  upon  a  religious  account;  to 
that  of  fudahy  by  reafon  of  the  fceptre  being  promifed  to 

'  7,  $ain.  xix.  35.  °*  'Ifai.  v,  11,1  z,  Amos  vi.  5,  &  fcqq. 
*  Ruth  ii.  9»  14.  °  I  Sam.  :(xv.  18.  zSam.xvi.  i.  xvi|. 
2S,  29,  &  alib.       F  Yide  P^  xix.  u>,  &  alib.  pafT.      ^  Pror, 
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It ;  and  to  that  of  Ephraim^  out   of  refpeft  to  Jofeph\ 
memory.     The  fame  refpeft  was  llkewifc  paid  in  evayJ 
tribe  to  thofe  who  were  the  heads  or  fathers  of  it,  and 
all  the  elder  branches  in  general ;  and  next  to  thefe,  olf^ 
men,  of  what  tribe  or  branch  foever,  were  had  in  grct^ 
veneration  (K). 
Difeafes        Their  laborious  and  frugal  lives,  and  the  healthht^ 
rare         Qefs  of  the  country,  were  eflFedtual  means  to  prevent  a 
4UH0Hg       number  of  thofe  difeafes,  which  have  been  fince  vSbaA\ 
tbtmi        into  the  world  by  luxury  and  floth.     It  is  for  this 

that  we  read  of  ib  few,  if  any  difeafes  among  them,  mi 
Ie(s  of  phyficians,    except  fuch  as  are  now   known  If | 
the  name  of   furgeom,   whom  the   antient  Greeks^ 
well  as  the  Hebrews^  called  phyficians,  or  healers.    Thil 
the  Mofaic  law  condemned  the  man  who  wounded 
/    '   other,  to  pay,  amoogft  other  things,  the  (alary  of  the  II 
phyfician,(L). 


'  (K)  The  name  of  old  man» 
Or  eldcfy  as  our  verfion  renders 
iXy  ieems  all  along  to  imply, 
fiikixiething  of  dignity  in  the 
J^dgfaic  writings  ;  and  their  ex- 
perience and  gravity  feem  to 
have  intitled  them  to  be  the 
proper  peribns  to  take  cogni- 
unce,  and  to  judge,  of  all  im- 
portant matters,  m  the  places 
where  they  dwelt,  as  well  as  to 
the  rcfped  of  the  younger  fort 
upon  that  account.  But  this 
refpeft  did  not  confift  in  giving 
to  them,  or  indeed  to  any  man, 
how  great  foever,  the  king  ex- 
cepted, any  pompous  title ;  but 
in  a  fubmiffive  approach  and 
behaviour,  and  in  a  refoedful 
phrafe  peculiar  to  the  Hebrrw  ; 
in  which,  though  the  fecond 
perfon  was  always  ufed  cveh  to 
a^prince,  yet  the  fpeaker  always 
exprefTed  himfelf  in  the  third, 
with  the  addition  of  fervant  or 
handmaid:  Let  thy  Jer<vant 
J^ak  a  fwordf  inftead  Of,  Let  me 
^eak"-"-^  behold  thy  Jer<uant  or 


handmatdy  for,  here  omLTk 
women,  whether  becaufe.tkijf 
were  more  bafhful  and  dal*! 
rous,  or  perhaps  groiter  flsCM-| 
ers,  were  (Ull  moreiti 
ble  for  the  nodeH  turn  of  i 
exprei&ons,  and  the  humi 
of  their  bcha/iour  (i). 

(L)  EuQ'i  were  thofe  vkoij 
king  J/ah  is  blamed  for  hisW 
great  confidence  in,  wheii.M 
laboured  with  a  diftempor  f , 
his  feet,  which  the  generaSfrj 
of  interpreters  take  to  uk 
been  a  kind  of  gout ;  fli 
whofe  (kill  extended  no  forte 
than  outward  applications^ ft 
we  read  nothing,  in  the  ficiri 
books,  of  purges,  fweats,  fO- 
mits,  diet-drinks,  and  ote 
fuch  evacuating  medicinespthi* 
often  of  plaifters,  ointacilb 
bandages,  and  fuch-like.  Hhi 
ieems  indeed  the  reafonofthor 
living  fo  long,  as  well  as  tf 
their  being  fo  healthy  and  ftnt* 
ful,  ev^n  to  the  end  of  tbtf 
lives. 


(i)  f^tde  Ruth  ii.  13.     I  Sam,  u  15,  1$.    xzv.  ^Z*^fiif'  ^^"^^ 

Tfliil 
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IR  mourning  was,  for  the  death  of  their  ntar  Moumvtg^ 
s,  or  for  any  misfortunes,  either  public  or  private  ; 
s  exprefled  in  both  cafes  much  after  the  fame  man- 
lot  with  fuch  formalities  as  are  ufed  among  us, 
hardly  reach  beyond  the  outfide  -y  but  by  fuch  as 
;d  all  the  tokens  of  inward  grief,  or  at  leaft  would 
ro  caufe  a  real  one  in  thofe,  who  were  obliged  to 
)ugh  fuch  a  feries  of  mournful  ceremonies.  The 
lies  of  it  were  followed  by  rending  their  cloatbs, 
ring  their  heads,  fmiting  their  breads,  tearing  their 
d  beards,  putting  a(hes  and  dirt  upon  their  beads, 
of  perfumes  (which  were  quite  laid  afide  all  the 
•  mourning),  going  barefoot,  putting  on  fackcloth 
ie  (kin,    lying  upon  the  bare  ground,    and  the 

M). 

SIR   funeral    ceremonies   were    no    lefs    moutn- Funera/s. 
ks  foon  as  a  perfon  was  dead,  all  the  near  rela- 
:ame  to  die  houfe  in  their  mourning  habit,    and 

am.  i.  II,  12.    xii.  16.   xiii.  31,  8c  feqq.     Ezck.  xxiv. 

• 

The  neighbouring  na-  longer  or  /horter^  according  to 
d  ilill  more  violent  ways  the  occafion  ;  and  when  it  hap- 
effing  their  grief,  by  pened  for  the  death  of  a  confi- 
rm cutting,  and  fcarify*  deral;iie  perfon,  even  a  whole 
nfelves  ;  but  thefe  were  month,  as  was  done  for  Mo/es 
y  forbid  by  Che  law  of  and  Jaron  (4] ;  bat  when  it 
2].  As  foon  as  thefe  was  for  an  ordinary  perfon,  or 
i  of  grief  were  ended,  nearrelation,  it  lalbsd  but  about 
anged  their  doaths  for  a  week.  In  public  mourning, 
that  were  flreighter,  the  people  were  wont  to  get 
dirtier,  and  more  rag^  up  to  the  top  of  their  houfes, 
hey  covered  their  faces  there  to  ^ve  the  greater  vent 
eir  upper  garment,  to  to  their,  grief;  at  leaft  it  feems 
eir  tears ;  they  h&ed  till  prpbable,  that  there  was  ibxBA 
ind  thencontented  them-  ibch  caflom,  by  what  the  pro- 
ith  the  plaineft  diet;  kept  phet  fays,  fpeaking  to  7/^i^ 
md  fiience,  which  they  um^  What  aiUtb  theg  fuw, 
roke,  but  to  utter  fome  tina  thou  art  gone  up  fwbolly  to 
or  complaints,  or  at  tb$  homfe^t^s  f  and  fo  on  (5): 
»me  doleful  lamenta-  and,  fpeaking  elfewhere  of  the 
.  Some  did  even  chu(^  Moaii/nj^  he  iays  (6),  On  the 
the  aOics,  or  on  adung-  tops  of  their  hou/es,  and  in  their 
ito  avoid  the  iight  of  ftreits^  i^ery  one  fl?all  howl  and 
U.    This  mourning  was  *weep  ah^nda^tly. 

•vie.  xlx.  xS.    Deut,  xi?.  i«    Kde  Fsg.  mlee*  (%)  ^  Sam.  u 

H*        (^)  -^M^*  U.  «/r.    fleutt  xxxi?.  8,  (^)  Ifai,  xiii.  x» 

fat 
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fat  down  upon  the  ground,  with  a  mournful  filence, 
another  part  of  the  houfe   echoed   with   the  voicei 
mourners,  and  the  founds  of  inftruments  fuitable  to( 
occafion,  and. hired  for  the  purpofe •» (N).     Thefe 
till  the  funeral  was  over,  when  the  neareft  relation! 
fumed  their  melancholy  pofture,  and  continued  ini 
the  time  of  the  mourning,   eating,    fitting,  and  1 
upon .  the  |round,    and  never  fpeaking  to  any,  v 
fpoken  to  (O). 

In  the  mean  time,   there  were  proper  perfons 
pointed   to    make  ready  the  corpfe  for  the  burial 
was  looked  upon  as  a  duty  incumbent  on  the  m 
relation    prefent,    to   clofe  the    eyes  of    the  dca 
This   cuftom   is    taken    from    GoD*s.  promife   to  m 
eoby    that  bis  fon  Jofeph  (hould  perform  that  office  ' 
him  ^.    If  the  perfon  was  of  a  confiderable  rank. 


^  Jercm.  ix,  17. 

(N)  As  to  tlie  mufical  inftra- 
snentSf  we  have  no  inftance  of 
their  being  ufed  upon  thefe  oc- 
caiions  in  the  Old  Tedament ; 
only  we  find  it  praflifed  in  oar 
Saviour^s  time  (7) ;  and  the 
^almudijis  afTure  us,    that  it 
was  not  only  an  antient  cuftomf 
but  that  it  was  even  obligato- 
ry, and  that  the  poorcft  huf- 
land  could  have  no  leis  than 
two  of  them  for  his  wife  (8). 
Thefe  inftruments,  according 
to  them,  were  a  kind  of  mourn- 
ful flute  ;  hence  that  proverb  of 
theirs,  flutes  ferve  either  for  a 
Bride y  or  for  t he  dead  (9).    As 
for  the  hired  fingers,  their  b£- 
•^ce  was  to  fing  fome  mournful 
ditty,  proper  to  fill  the  compa- 
ny with  the  deepeft  forrow. 
One  6f  them  is  elegantly  com- 
prifed  in  few  words  by  one  of 
their  rabbles.  Mourn  for  the 
tttoumers,  and  not  for  the  dead\ 


«  Gen.  xlvi,  4. 

for  he  is  at  reft,  and  vn 
tears  (lo). 

(O)    Their  very  food 

nndean,  iand  defiled  by 

that  eat  of  it  [11).  Tbejri 

ther  made  their  beds, 

themfelves,  or  pared  theiri 

In  a  word,  they  ab^ised 

every  thing  that  could 

them  any  delight.  They 

indeed,  a  kind  of  banqoet 

the  reft  of  the  mourners, 

by  the  prophets  the  bnti\ 

men,  and  luine  or  eitf  of  ivfj 

folation  (i2)  5    but  even  djil 

their  tables  were  covered 

wooden  or    common  esudNi 

platters  and  trenchers ;  amltfi' 

the  fame  reafon,  they  weieitf 

allowed  to   drink  abtre  M 

glafTes  of  wine  at  it ;  naoe^i' 

three  before,  three  at  meat,  ttl 

four  after  it,  left  any  ihoBll 

get  drunk,  and  betray  any  t^ 

ken  of  mirth  (13). 


(7)  Matt,  ix.  23.      .    .  (S)  M'ljhn.  tr.  nOiriD,  c,  4.     Gemar.  BaUa 
rod,  tituh.  {qy7raff,  ^y^yo  MD3y  c,  6.  (lo)  Bar,  i*** 

vf:  Hotti  in  Good»,  lib,  vi,  <r,  §#  ffte  i».     ( 1 1 )  Vidt  Hof.  ix.  4.      (l%)B9^ 
xxiv,  17.    yercm,xy'uy^  (i^J  Intra^,  jiitL  (,  ^ 

embalmed 
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Imed  him  ;  if  otherwife,  they  contented  themfelvc^ 
wafliing  him  (P).  Sometimes  they  added  a  mixture 
'cet  drugs  and  fpices ;  in  which  they  either  wrapped 
ody,  or  which  they  burnt  about  it.  This  laft  is 
we  find  was  done  at  the  funeral  of  Jfahj  king  of 
hj  whofe  corpfe,  the  text  fays,  was  laid  upon  a  ftatc- 
1,  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  filled  with  coftly  per- 
5  made  with  great  art,  and  with  which  they  made 
f  great  burning  for  him  ^  (Qj.  Neither  was  this 
lony  peculiar  to  that  prince  ;  but  common  to  the 
of  Judah^  and  as  fuch,  promifed  by  the  prophet  to 
tab  «,  and  refufed  unto  Jehoram^  {K). 

They 

Chron.  xvi.  ult.        *  Jerem.  xxxiv.  j.  ^  z  Chroa, 
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This  ceremony  of  wafh- 
is  at  leail  pradlifed  in  our 
ir's  time  (14);  but  how 
efore,  is  not  eafy  to  guefs. 
^ews  indeed  think  it  both 
t  and  neceiTary  ;  and  add, 

was  no  fooner  perform- 
t  they  immediately  ftop- 
;  main  emundtories  of  the 
that  no  defilement  might 
)rth  (15).  As  to  what 
d  above,  about  wrapping 
iy  in  fpices,  it  is  inferred 
i^hat  is  faid  of  Jofeph^ 
'  imjQJriM,  *vajicantuhu 
he  verb  153 n  fignifying, 
,ng  to  the  Talmudiftsy  to 
with  a  mixture  made  up 
js,  and  other  fweet  drugs. 
ve  find,  was  done  to  our 
r  (17) ;  and  Maimon 
ns  it  as  a  conftant  prac- 
fed   among    the   Jenjus 

From  thefe  places,  and 
r  dill  more  obfcure  in 
fome  have  taken  up  a 
that  burning  of  the  dead 


had  been  adopted  by  the  Jrw$ 
(19).  But  neither  the  texts 
above  quoted,  nor  any  inflance 
we  can  m^t  with  in  their  hi- 
flory,  countenance  fuch  an 
.  opinion,  which  all  the  Jewifh 
dodors  difown;  affirming,  that 
nothing  was  burned  at  thofe 
funeral  obfequjcs,  but  the 
fweet  perfumes  above-mention- 
ed. We  may  add,  that  Jofiah*^ 
burning  the  bones  of  the  priefts 
oi  Baalim  upon  their  idolatrous 
altars  (20]  impjiies,  at  leaft,  a 
kind  of  abhorrence  againft 
fuch  a  pradiice,  unlefs  when 
it  was  done  by  way  of  puniih- 
mcAt. 

(R)  How  they  drefled  the 
corpfe,  or  how  they  conveyed 
it  to  the  grave,  we  dare  not 
affirm,  the  law  having  ordained 
nothing  concerning  thefe,  or 
any  other  circumftances  relating 
to  funerals :  it  is  probable,  that 
cuilom,  and  the  circum fiances 
ofperfons,  made  them  more  or 
le&  fumptuous.    The  accom*- 


4Bs  ix.  37.  (15)  Maim*  in  /rtf<3.^3ife),  r.  4.  (16)  Gen, 

•'•         (17)  John  xix.  40^  (x8)  Ubifuf,  (19)  Cb.  vi.  io._ 

fcroff.  X^|4t.  5^       ■ 

panying 
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They  had  fuch  an  extreme  abhorrence,  againfl 
their  own,  or  their  friends  bodies  expofed  after 
t^at  they  denied  fepulture  to  none  but  fuch  as  wen 
of  felf-murdcr,  and  not  even  to  th^fe^  but  till  aQ 
fet.  They  hai  burying'-places  for  ftrangers,  and  f 
as  were  put  to  death  for  capital  crimes.  The  pr 
care  of  the  patriarchs  to  maJce  fure  of  a  fepulcre  f( 
pofterity,  and  feveral  exprefs  threatenings  in  the 
writings,  made  them  efteem  it  as  a  fevere  curl 
God,  to  be  deprived  of  burial »,  and  a  bleffing  to 
terred  among  their  anceftors*  For  this  reafon,  thq 
had  inherited  a  burying-place,*  were  extremely  car 
preferving  it  to  their  pofterity ;  and  thofc  who  h; 

*  Vide  Jercra.  viii;  2.  xxii.  19.     Ecclef.  vi.  3,  &al 


panying  the  corpfe  to  the  bury- 
iog-place  was  rather  an  ofHce 
of  civility,  than  obligation ;  and 
yet  not  only  relations,  neigh- 
bours, and  acquaiDtance,aflifted 
at  it,  but  even  thofe,  who  met 
the  procefiion,  thought  it  in- 
cumbent upon  them  to  join  with 
the  company  ;  only  the  priefls 
were  not  to  be  preTent  at  it, 
unlefs  it  were  a  very  near  rela- 
tion, as  we  have  feen  elfewhere. 
The  funeral  of  Abner,  one  of 
Da^utiTs  generals  (21),    doth 
give  us  an  idea  of  the  remain- 
der of  the   ceremony.      The 
king's  fervants,  with  yoab  at 
their   head,  were  commanded 
to  march  before  the  corpfe  in 
deep  mourning,     with    their 
cloaths  rent,  and  girded  with 
fackcloth,    whilll  himfelf  fol- 
lowed the  bier  to  Hebron,  Ab- 
ner^s  burying-place.     As  foon 
as  they  were  come  to  it,  the 
king  himfelf  made  a  funeral 
oration  in  his  praiie,  which  was 
accompanied  with  the  mourn  • 
ful  voices  of  all  the  company, 
whilll  they  were  dcpofiting  the 


body  into  the  grave.  It 
moreover,  that  the  da; 
not  be  far  fpent,  when  t 
ried  that  great  gener 
caufe,  when,  upon  the! 
home,  Da<vid  was  inut 
his  (ervants  to  take  fo 
freflament,  he  anfwcre 
an  oath,  that  he  would 
eat  nor  drink,  till  the  1 
down  (22\  Jt  appear 
the  examples  of  iohit^ 
the  Maccabees,  that  th( 
moreover  to  lay  feme  \ 
victuals  over  the  fepui 
the  dead,  that  the  poor 
receive  the  benefit  of 
and  pray  for  the  foul  of  I 
ceafed,  for  whom  they  ui 
to  ofFer  facrifices,  that 
might  be  abfolved  from 
iins,  and  be  at  peace  (23 
thefe,  efpecially  thelaft 
rather  to  have  been  wCf 
fupererogation>  being  no* 
commanded  or  countenap 
any  thing  we  meet  witB 
canonical  books ;  and, 
likelihood,  never  pratfi 
after  the  captivity. 


(21)  4  S^m,  iii.  32,  &fejf,  (22)  Ibid.ver,  3<.  {'i 

I'tfhr.  iv.  17.  ^  vide  Ealus,  muc.  X8.     2  MacQab.  xii,  4?,  ^Jtff* 
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srend  leis  folicitous  to  provide  one  for  themfelveiB  and 
eir  families  :  and,  as  the  law  had  ordained  noching  con- 
ming  them,  fo  they  thought  it  indiiFerent  Where  they 
i  them,  whether  in  a  garden,  an  orchard,  a  field,  a 
tontain,  oT  in  a  rock^  fo  they  could  but  fccure  the 
Teffion  of  it  (S). 

Those 
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5)  We  do  not  read,  indeed, 
ny  epitaphs,  or  monumen- 
inicriptions,  being  vS^di 
Qg  them :  yet  we  may  rea- 
\iliy  fuppoie,  that  ^wery  fe- 
,  at  ieail,  fet.  feme  parti- 
rmark  upqn  their  burying- 
: ;  they  were  even  under  an 
;ation  to  diflinguiih  them 
other  places,  by  fome  pe- 
r  mark,  that  people  might 
be  defiled  by  going  over 
But  there  was  ibme- 
\  flill  more  particular  to 
iguifh  the  graves  of  emi- 
perfons,  as  we  may  infer 

the  inflance  of  the  man  of 
,  who  had  foretold  the  de- 
Hon  of  the  altar  of  Jietbely 
whofe  grave  was  known  by 
:  infcription,  or  mark, 
e  300  years  after,  when 
lb  was  fulfilling  his  pre- 
on  (23). 

he  fepulcres  of  the  kings 
^iuiah  were  in  that  part  of 
Mem  where  the  temple 
I  (24).     Exekiel  fcems  to 

that  they  were  cut  in  the 
Under  it,  when  he  fays, 
theLoRD^s  holy  hill  (hould 
»  more  defiled  by  the  car- 
of  their  kings  ( 25 ) .  All 
cibendents  are  faid  to  have 
Iniried  in  the  fame  place, 
pt  Manajfib^  who  was  bu- 


ried in  the  garden  of  lJx%iah^ 
adjoining  to  bis  own  houfe  (26). 
Whether  the  fepulcre  of  Da- 
nfidviz&  built,  or  only  began 
by  him,  and  finiihed  by  Sok- 
man,  or  any  of  his  fucceflbrs^  ig 
not  certain ;  but  «it  is  to  be 
ieen  at  this  day,  without  the 
walls  of  the  prefcnt  Jerufalenty 
though  fome  think  it  more 
likely,  that  it  flood  at  firft 
within  the  walls  of  the  old.  It 
is  a  moil  flately  piece  of  work, 
and  perhaps  the  only  genuine 
monument  of  that  antient  city. 
We  refer  our  reader  to  the  de- 
fcription  of  that  furpriiing  fa- 
bric given  in  a  former  fedion 

(27)- 

A  late  modern  Jewifh  tra- 
veller (28]  has  added  feveral 
other  particulars  relating  to 
this  royal  tomb,  but  which  we 
dare  not  infert,  nor  give  credit 
to.  However,  it  was  in  this 
place  that,  Jofephus  tells  us  (29),  ' 
Solomon  laid  up  an  immenfe 
treafure,  which  was  not  dxfco- 
yered,  or  at  lead  broken  in 
upon,  till  thirteen  hundred 
years  after;  when,  the  city 
being  flrelghtly  befieged  by 
Antiocbus^  Hyrcan  the  high- 
prieft  had  recourfe  to  the  tomb, 
and  drew  three  thoufand  talents 
out,  and  bought  off  his  enemy 


0  Comp.  I  Kir^i  xiii.  i^  &fi99*  &  2  i^tg*  xalii.  17.  (14)  i  ICitigs 
».  xi.  43,  ^  alii,  paffl  (as)  Cb,  x^  7,  9.  (26)  »  Xjf^s  xxi. 
6.  (27)  Sic  wL  H.  /».  446.  Ca8)  BcaJ*  Tadtl^  -^  ul. 
^tit,  lib,  vii.  f,  12,  ' 

with 


tje  fhi  Hi/l^  of  $be  Je^  »• 

THOSff  fcpukres  were,  in  all  likelihood,  more  or  ]^ 
fumptuous,  according  to  their  quality  and  bptilen 
they  weft,  however,  curioos  to  have  them,  if     "" 
cut  into  the  rock,  vrhich  was  no  difficult  matto"  in 
a  rocky  and  mountainous  country-.   They  Were  to  be^ 
cording  to  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  Talmudl  (tf^hicM 
probably  took  them  from  thie  form  of  the  antient  ditOj^ 
that  were  built  before  the  captivity),  fix  cubits  long,  h^ 
in -breadth,    and  feven  in   hdght/    Round'  thefe  ^1^ 
were  likcwife  to  be  little  niches  or  celk  for  the  lepstf  I 
ing  of  the  dead  bodies,  to  the  number  of  eight,  acooltfBp 
ing  to  fome  ;  or  thirteen,  according  to  others.  Thciwwli  Ui 
of  it  was  covered  with  a  large  ftone,  which  they  cJktwi 
gallai,  from  the  rolling  it  upon  the  cave.     This  fMf  f  * 
if  there  were  no  other  ornaments  over  the  grave,  MWi  V 
be  often  whited,   that  paflengers   might   fee  it  at  a  ff 
ftance  ;  and  the  fame  was  done  at  leaft  to   thofe  mona- 
ments  which  were  erefted  for  confiderable  pcrfons.  How 
they  beautified  them  in  our  Saviour's  time,  his  compannj 
the  hypocritical  Pharrfees  to  them  ',  fufficiently  fliewi.| 
and  if  thofe  that  are  ftill  extant,  under  the  names  of  t« 
tombs  of  Jbrahanij  Rachel^  Abfalom^  EUJha^  and  o 
mentioned  in  a  former  feftion  *,  be  really  theirs,  Wj 
is  much  to  be  queftioned,  it  muft  have  required  no 
pains  and  coft  to  keep  them  fo  long  in  repair.  ^^ 

iIoMfis.  From  thefe  houfes  of  the  dead,  we  now  pals  tothofc 

of  the  living  :  and  here  we  obferve,  in  the  firft  placEy 
that  they  were  plain,  low,  and  flat,  fuitable.  to  the  di- 

q  Traa.  bava  batra,  c.  vi.  2.      Vide  gfoff.  Baitii."' 
traft.  mohed  katon,  c.  i.  ^  Matt,  xxiii.  27.  '8* 

vol.  ii.  p.  444y  Sc  feqq. 


with  a  good  part  of  it.  He 
adds,  that  Herod  did  like  wife 
£nd  a  way  into  another  hidden 
cell,  oat  of  which  he  got  a  pro- 
digious treafure  ;  but  that  nei- 
ther he,  nor  any  one  elfe,  could 
ever  difeover  the  bones  of  Da^ 
viiy  his  tomb  being  fo  artfully 
contrived,  and  ^  deep  in  the 
ground,  as  to  dude  the  mod  cu* 
rious  fearch.  Something  like 
this,  Mr.  Jay  has  given  os  in 
liis  polyglot,  out  of  an  antient 
JrabfclAB.  but,  whether  either 


of  thefe  had  the  account  ^ 
any  authentic  records,  oir  *J\ 
a  bare  tradition,  they  ^^^ 
tell  us.  The  burying --rj 
of  the  kings  of  l/ratf^-  .  | 
Jeroboam's  revolt,  w«n5^* 
maria ;  but  we  cannot  ^^£5 
them  to  have  equalled  c-^** 
Judab,  bothbecaufetk^^f* 
inferior  to  them  in  riclk-^*. 
becauic  the  crown  idkh^^ 
in  one  family  abow  t^^*** 
four  generations. 

natSt 
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te,  with  nib  round  the  tops,  to  keq>  people  from  (al* 
^  Their  furniture  wis  much  after  the  fame  ftile : 
DDejrSy  (a(bes>  and  cafements,  were  needlefi^  where 
'  were  forced  to  ftudy  coolneft  and  freflmeft  %  for  the 
^  reafoh  tapcflry  was  of  no  ufe  but  upon  the  floor, 
it,  eat,  or  fleep  upon ;  and  if  they  ufed  any  bed- 
ata8,  diey  iVere  made  of  fome  fine  gaufe,  to  keep  o£F 
3  and  other  infeds,  whence  comes  the  name  of  ca- 
i^*  Their  beds  feem  to  have  been  at  fome  confidera- 
beight  from  the  ground,  from  their  common  phrafe 
limbing  up  to  them  *  (T). 

ks  to  the  largenefs  of  their  houfes,  and  number  ofJpart- 
r  apartments, we  may  fuppofe  them  to  have  been  anfwer-  mtntfor 
to  the  richneis  and  numeroufnefs  of  the  &mily.     The  'W99um^ 
Hen  had  their  feparate  apartments,  both  for  privacv, 
rhich  they  were  like  other  eaflern  nations,  ana  for  fe* 

*  Pf.  cxxxii.  3.     2  Kings  i.- 16. 

P)  The  pn^het  Amos^  c.  thoieof  more  ooftly  materials. 

4.    upbraids    the  efiemi-        From  the  prophet's  cham- 

with  lying  upon  beds  of  her  and  furniture  above-meh- 

f^   and  upon    their    b&  tioned,  we  beg  leave  to  make 

:hes ;  and  the  harlot  in  the  two  remarks  :  the  iirft  is,  that 

verbs^  vii.    i6.   fpeaks  of  •  bedchambers    were  raifed  at 

fine  fonitore  and  perfumes  fome  diftance  from  the  ereund, 

1  which  (he  has  decked  her  becaafe  they  are  called  by  a 

I :  and,  no  doubt,  a  great  name  that  implies  an  a/ant, 

of  luxury  had  been  Intro-  and  might  be  as  properly  ren- 

^  by  SolotMn^s  wives,  and  dered  afg  Mpper  room.    Perhaps 

imitated  by  thefofter  ;  but  the  reafon  of  their  being  thus 

plain,  that  lying  hard  muft  raifed  was,  to  avoid  the  damp- 

-  been  more  fuiuble  to  the  ned  of  the  earth.     The  other 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  is,  that  though  they  did  not 

implicity  of  their  fbrefa-  turn  fo  much  of  the  night  into 

f»  and,  upon  both  accounts,  day,  as  we  do,  yet  they  made 

ried  by  the  wifer  fort.    If  ufe  of  artificial  light,  which 

^ight  goefs  at  the  reft  of  was  that  of  an  oil-lamp ;  and 

£niiture,  by  that  which  this  had  more  or  fewer  branch- 

^^mmmmite  put  into  the  pro-  es,  according  to  the  work  that 

*%  chamber,  we  muft  fup-  was  done  by  it.      Thus  Sok* 

that  they  did  not  value  mom*%  honfewife  is  reprefented, 

^Wves  upon  the  richnefs  or  in  the  Proverbs^  rifing  whilft  it 

Hlvity  of  it.    And  we  may  is  yet  dark,  and  diftributing  her 

-  bbferve  in  general,  that  work  among  her  (ervants ; 
^  is  more  frequent  mention  where  there  is  aMb  a  beautiful 
e,  in  the  (acred  books,  of  deCbription  of  a  well-regulated 
-Isofwoodandearthtthamof  family* 

i^pj-.m.  N  gal 


J  78  The  Hifiory  of  the  Jews  B,  I 

gal  infirmities^  which  fccluded  them  from  the  reft  of  tb 
family  for  a  time  ;  during  which,  none  muft  make  ut 
<A  their  b^s,  chairs,  tables,  or  any  other  part  of  tiNJ; 
furniture  or  utcnfils.  All  the  females  of  an  houfe  wereofci 
liged  to  be  exceedingly  careful  in  this  particular,  fiw 
which  the  ixjoreft  fort  were  not  exempted,  thougi  it 
could  not  ^il  of  putting  fuch  to  great  inconvenicoob 
Upon  this  account,  as  well  as  fome  others,  they  wcM 

Baths,      likewife  forced  to  have  places  for  bathing  in  every  hoi&|t 
Their  laborious  life,  the  heat  and  drinefs  of  the  countm 
made  wafbing  likewife  neceffary :  and,  as  it  is  apt  to  of 
the  fkin  too  much,  they  ufed  to  anoint  themfelves,  M^ 
ther  with  oil,  or  with  fome  other  ointments  moreorfclli 
coftly,  according    to  their  circumftances,  but  gcnenl^. 
perfumed. 

7betr  arts    The  arts,  in  which  the  Ifraelites  did  chiefly  diffingal 

themfelves,  were  thofe  of  war,  huftandry,  poetry,  vA^% 
mufic.     The  firft  of  thefe  was,  in  a  manner,  natural 
them.     We  fhall  not  venture  to  fay  how  much  they, 
pecially  Mofes  their  leader,  had  learned  of  it  in  E^ff 
but  whoever  obferves  the  regular  ordet  of  their  cncaipl 
ments,  intrenching,  fighting,  retiring,  and  fucb-like,  d[|ic 
which  we  fhaU  take  occafion  to  fpeak  in  another  pkci 
mufl  allow  him  to  have  been  as  experienced  a  general 
any  of  his  time  i  and  his  people  as  well  trained  up  in 
military  art,  as  any  of  their  neighbours  (V). 


and 
tradts. 


(V)  We  need  not  remind 
our  reader  here^  in  how  fhoK 
a  tiine^  not  above  fix  years, 
they  conquered  the  greatell 
part  of  Canaan^  in  fpite  of  all 
the  natural  and  artificial  ftrength 
of  that  country,  and  the  united 
oppofition  of  its  warlike  inha* 
bitants.  Neither  was  it  poffi- 
yie.  for  them  to  iorg^t  it  at  any 
time  afterwards,  becaufe  they 
were  continually  engaged  in 
ibme  war  or  other  with  their 
neighbours,  from  the  days  of 
Jojbua  to  the  reign  ofSoUmcf/i 
in&much  that  it  is  recorded  in 
one  place,  as  a  kind  of  won- 
der,  that  the  land  had    reft 


forty  years  ( i ).  A  late  aadlt'l 
(2)  has  moreover  been  at  v 
pains  CO  prove  the  antient^iMI 
to  have  been  a  warlike  nadi^ 
not  only  from  the  miny  i^ 
Hances  of  their  prowefs,  aoi^ 
tioned  in  holy  writ,  bat  li» 
wife  from  the  great  imiiibv-il 
warlike  terms  whic]^heJui|«t 
levied  out  of  thoie books, i(liU 
manifeflly  iliew  them  iq  IMR 
been  very  weU  verfed  klli 
military  art.  We  liiaU  iifi 
oar  readers  to  the  auttor  |is 
felf  for  thofe carioaifaMhi 
and  only  obferve  hen^  |}utt  dl 
writers,  from  whom  he  taik 
them,   were  neither  given  li 


(1)  JuJ^,  V.  »/r.    (3)  Fihrd,  dijfat.^ur  la  ttaaiqui  dtiHthemt.  ' 

flattfrfi 
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eir  general,  whether  judges,  princes,  ^or  the 
K)  adled  under  them,  their  warlike  deeds  will 
:d  in  their  proper  place,  in  the  fequei  of  this 
d,  as  to  the  people,  tho*  their  courage  wanted 
fupported  by  arc,  yet  we  may  fay,  that  theit 
all  trained  op  to  war,  at  leaft  till  David*% 
e  do  not  read  of  any  regular  troops  before  that 
then,  as  foon  as  tneir  rulers  had  refolved  up- 
whether  ofFenfive  or  defenfive,  the  fammon3 
>  every  tribe  ;  upon  which,  all  fit  to  bear  arms 
d  to  repair  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  with 
and  with  provifion  for  a  month:  here  a  cer- 
'  was  drawn  out  according  to  the  prefent  exi- 
the  reft  fent  back  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  had 
hat  they  went  upon,  they  returned  every  one 
homeu  (W). 

irms  were,  likethofe  of  other  antient  nation**,  Arms^ 
ivc  or  defenfive ;  the  former  were  fwords. 
Ins,  bows  and  arrows,  and  flings.  Their  fwords 
crooked,  broad,  and  (harp,  which  they  gird- 
ir  thigh  * ;  we  read  alfo  of  two-edged  fwords  t; 
r  javelins,  they  feeffi  rather  to  have  been  a 

a.  pa(r.  xiii.  2,  k  alib.        ■  Vide  Exod.  xxxii.  27. 
ud.  iil.  16.        *  Pf.  cxlix.  6. 

>ar  tial  fondnefs  for  upon  as  a  body  of  militia  trained 

ation,  but  related  up  in  war,  and  in  time  of  peace 

th  the  candoar  and  inured  to  a  laborious  life^  that 

hich  became    in-  of  agriculture.     Their  gene- 

0.  fals,  from  J^tta  to  Saul^  were 

I  happened  very  either  appointed  dver  them  by 

ame  day  on  which  God,  as  Otbnitl^  GiiiOM^Sam' 

the  country  being  fin  (3)9  and  others,  or  chofea 

their  enemies  at  by  the  people,  as  Jepbtha  (4), 

it  was  a  common  or  by  treachery  and  cruelty,  as 

em  to   {ally  out,  Ahimeltch  (5).     Thefe,   bow- 

oemy,  beat  or  be  ever,  efpedially  the  two  laft, 

le  at  home  on  the  were  obeyed  by  thofe  only  who 

moft  on  the  next  had  choien  them  ;  which  occa-* 

as  eafy  for  their  fioned  fuch  commotions,    that 

:  fuhfiiled,   when  they  found  themfelves   under 

marches  did  not  a  neceffity  of  having  a  king,  to 

r  three  days  jour-  prevent  all  further  difputes,  and 
whole    people    of .  to  be  ready  upon  all  occafions 

herefbre  be  looked  againft  their  ciienixes. 

i.  yL  a  XV.  ffjf.  (4)  ^'''.  xi.  6,  ^M.        (S)  ^^^' 

N  %  kind 
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kind  of  (hort  pikes^  fuch  as  that  which  Saul  threvir.at 
David  ^.  They  were  lilcewife  very  expert  at  the  fluMn 
as  appears  from  David*s  killing  of  Goliah  ;  and  fnqm 
what  is  recorded  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah^  viz*  x)^ 
they  hit  within  an  hair's  breadth  c  (X).  _  J 

Their  defenfive  arms  were,  the  helmet^  ^tt| 
breaft-plate,  coat  of  mail,  and  target :  fome  wore  tiA, 
greaves  upon  their  legs.  We  find  a  defcrlptlon  otl 
complete  armour  in  that  of  Goliah  ^ ;  but  it  is  probalw^ 
that  all  thefe  were  more  common  among  their  iieieM 
hours,  than  among  the  Ifraelites^  at  leaft  before  DavidW: 
reign ;  for  we  find,  that,  in  Dehrah\  time,  there  wem 
found  neither  (hield  nor  fpcar  among  the  forty  thouiao( 

>a]n.  xfii.  u 
&feqq.  s  Judg.  v.  «  ^fl 


that  fought  againft  Si/era  S  (Y). 

Judg.  XX.  1 6. 


^  I  Sam.  xviii.  ii. 


^i 


8. 


(X)  The  expreffion  often 
vS&dif  gird  enfery  man  bisfixjord, 
and  even  by  David  in  his  fur- 
tive Hate  (6),  when  be  was  ex- 
pofed  to  continual  dangers, 
fliews  the  cuflom  of  wearing 
of  fwords  at  any  time,  but  that 
of  afiion,  not  to  have  been 
known^even  to  the  Jewijh  war- 
riors. Saul  IS  the  only  perfon 
who  is  obferved  to  have  had 
his  javelin  or  fpcar  always  about 
him  (y)i  and  this,  perhaps, 
not  till  his  fpfpicion  and  rage 
againfl  Danjid  made  him  think 
himfelf  iinfafe  without  it. 

( Y)  This  might  probably  be 
Owing  to  the  policy  of  their 
neighbours,    by   whom    they 


5««rsarmy,except  thofewlif^ 
himfelf  and  his  (onjonaim 
had  [S).  This,  indeed,  is w^ ' 
furprifmg,  confidering  diat 
preceding  chapter  mentioi|s.( 
fmgle  viSory,  which  tha(i| 
.  monarch  had  obtained  'ovdf_ 
Amnonites,  in  which  they 
have  furniihed  themfelves 
the  arms  of  the  flain,  and  j 
thofe  who  fled  ;  to  fay  nol 
of  the  impoflibility  of  their 
ting  that  army  in  pieces  fitft 
morning  till  noon,  unldsdSj 
had  had  a  confiderable  qiiaiiAf 
of  their  own.  So  that,  uW 
we  fuppofethat  there  is  iifc* 
cidental  tranfpofi tion  oPw 
chapters  and  fa6ls,  or  t£at  Ikc 


\1 


IS 


ie 


were  often  conquered,  and  not    expreffion  there  \i fed  impttts  Jl 
only  Urippe^  of  all  their  old     more,  than  that  there  »ras  OfllL 


weapons,  but  hindered  from 
making  new  ones  ;infomuch chat 
the  text  tells  us,  that,on  the  day 
of  battle,  there  were  neither 
fword  nor  fpear  found  among 


the  quantity  of  them  whlthSl 
army  required,  wefhallbcliV 
lofs  to  gucfs  how  the  Phil^ 
could,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  idf 
them  of  all  their  arms.  ' ' 


(6)  I  Sam.  XXV,  13, 


(t)  Ibid,  xviii,  x  o.  xxTi.  7. 


HOWr 


C  VIL       to  the  Babylonilh  Captivity. 

However,  it  is  certain,  that  they  became  more  com- 
mon, after  they  had  recovered  their  liberty  under  David 
and  Solomon  ;  and,  in  procefs  of  time,  Uzziah  is  faid  to 
have  provided  a  fufficient  quantity  of  all  thefe  kinds,  to 
fiirnifli  his  army  with,  tho*  it  confifted  of  upwards  of 
three  hundred  thoufand  men  k.  Thefe  arms  were  com- 
monly made  of  brafs,  fometimes  alfo  of  iron,  ftcel,  and 
other  materials  ^  (Z). 

^  2  Chron.  xxvi.  13,  14,  ^  Vide  Calm,  differt.  far  la 

milic.  des  Hebr. 

Job  fpeaks  of  weapons  of  iron*. 


lit 


(Z)  Some  interpreters,  both 
Jituijh  and  Cbriftian,  think, 
that  the  coat  of  mail,  which 
SauldAtA  in,  was  made  of  fome 
kind  of  linen,  fo  woven  as  to 
be  impenetrable  (9),  They 
render  the  words,  which  the 
young  Amalekite  makes  ^o.ul  to 
fay,  I  am  int angled  in  this  coat 
of  linen  (lo),  inftead  of  an- 
guijb  and  terror  is  come  upon 
tney  as  ours  and  other  vcrfions 
have  it.  The  truth  is,  the 
word  \1^  Jhehetz.^  here  in  que- 
Hion,  doth  properly  fignify  a 
fling,  or  a  kind  of  net-work, 
fuch  as  the  curtains  of  the 
court  of  the  tabernacle  were 
made  of;  and  the  fame  word 
is  ufed  by  the  pfalmifl,  when 
he  fpeaks  of  the  queen*s 
vefture  (11). 

We  may  obferve  here  alfo, 
tliat  the  original  has  no  lefs  than 
fonr  different  names  for  what 
ours  and  other  verfions  render 
a  Jhield,  namely  P^,  magen, 
HDy,  jcinnahy  ^'^DW^/ucberab. 
and  ]n^,  kiddon;  but  whether 
they  all  (Ignified  the  fame  kind 
of  defenfive  weapon,  and  on- 
ly didinguifhed  their  various 
iiiapes,  and  the  materials  they 
were  made  of,  or  otherwife, 
we  dare  not  fay. 

(9)  Rablf.  Levi,  Murtft.  &  al  In  '1' 
tcrf.  fub  voc.  y:iU7.  ■       ( 10)  2  Ham* 
XX.  24.  (13)  PJ,  xviii.  34. 

.^  Ftlard*  ubi  fup* 


and  bows  of  brafs  (12};  and  this 
lafl  is  mentioned  by  the  pfaimiu 
(13)  J  tho'our  verfion  tranflates 
it  bows  of  fleel  in  both  places, 
the  original  being  capable  of 
both  meanings.  We  read  like- 
wife  of  (hields  of  gold,  and  of 
brafs ;  but  thefe  can  only  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  plated 
over  with  it,  and  that  they  were 
underneath  of  fome  light  fprtof 
woods  elfe  they  mull  have 
been  rather  a  burden  than  an 
help  to  thofe  that  wore  them. 
From  the  prophet's  exprcflion 
of  anointing  the  ihleld  (14), 
fome  authors  have  thought, 
that  they  had  got  the  art  of 
covering  them  with  leather,  or 
raw  hides  (15) ;  but  thofc  that 
were  covered  with  brafs  might 
want  oiling,  as  much  to  keep 
them  bright,  as  thofe  of  lea- 
ther, if  any  fuch  there  were, 
to  preferve  them  from  crack- 
ing. Upon  the  whole,  their 
fighting  being  rather  a  kind  of 
(kirmiming,  than  clofe  and  re- 
gular engagements.  We  find 
that  they  chiefly  aimed  at  ex- 
celling in  the'ufc  of  thofe  wea- 
pons, which'  hcirr  at  a  difbmce, 
fuch  as  were  thei>ow,"the  fling, 
and  the  javelin. 

Scm^  i.  9.  Ca/m'.fuii.  *09e,  jfr/nts,  ^ux- 

ibid,        (11)  P/.-xiv.  13.        (12)  Jrb 

(j4)  JJtf/.  X3ii.  5.  (15)  Calm, 


N  3 


In 


i 
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In  (o  mountainous  a  country,  cavalry  could  be  of  w 
great  fervice  ;  and  therefore  in  the  more  early  times  tixj 
did  not  incumber  themfelves  with  any.  Abfahm  vai 
the  firft  we  read  of,  that  made  ufe  of  them  in  his  fo' 
volt  againft  Davids  ;  but  his  ill  fuccefs  and  lofs  of  ii 
battle  fhews,  that  they  were  of  no  other  fervice  to  hiiB|  fiB 
than  to  facilitate  his  flight '.  Solomon  did,  indeed,  M 
for  a  confiderable  number  of  horfes  from  Egypt^  withi  « 
Chariots,  proportionable  number  of  chariots  * ;  but  fome  think, 
that  he  did  it  rather  forgrandeur  than  ufe  ;  and  iodee^ 
the  expencc  did  fo  far  outweigh  their  fervice,  AatB 
fucceflbrs  contented  themfelves  with  hiripg  them  of  tb 
Egyptians^  upon  any  exigence  5  infomuch  that  Mfiti'  p! 
keh  made  their  want  of  them  a  pretence  for  tauDdii|  ** 
king  Hezckiah^  that,  if  he  fhould  lend  him  two  dioih  ^^ 
fand  horfes,  none  of  his  fubjeds  were  capable  of  rl£ng 
them  *.  From  all  which  it  appears,  that  the  IJrat}iiu 
did  not  much  regard  either  chariots  or  horfes  (A). 

The  text  calls  them  chariots  of  iroui  becaufe  thtk 
poles,  wheels,  and  axles,  &r.  were  armed  with  iinf  o< 
lithes.  We  are  told,  that  they  hindered,  at  fiift,  lliB 
tribe  of  yudah  from  conquering  thofe  cities  that  weieii 
the  plains  ",  becaufe  they  do  moft  execution  there.  Be* 
fides  the  terror  they  were  apt  to  ftrike  into  the  enemj, 
by  being  placed  along  the  front  of  the  line  of  battk, 
they  never  failed  of  breaking  the  ranks,  and  fometimesof 

^  2. Sam.  XV.  I.         '  Ibid,  xvlii.  9,  &  fcqq.  s  i  Qop 

X.  26,  &  feqq.    2  Chron.  i,  14.  «  2  Kings  xviiL  2^. 

"  Judges  i.  19. 


r 


(A)  And  ytt^  as  to  the  for- 
mer, it  is  certain,  they  had  not 
only  feen  them  in  Egypty  where 
they  were  in  great  plenty  i  but 
that   the   Canaanites^    againil 
whom  they  were  at  continual 
wars,  brought  an  almoft  incre- 
dible number  of  them  into  the 
field.      Si/era^  we   read,    had 
nine  hundred  of  them  in  his 
army  (16) ;   but  what  is  ilili 
more  furpriAng  is,  that  thofe 
which  the  Philiftines  made  ufe 
of  againil  Saul  are  faid  to  have 


amounted  to  about  thirty  duo* 

fand  (17):  a  prodigious  niUK 

her  indeed,  if  there  is  notcrqt 

fbme  error  into  the  text ;  aai 

fuch  as  one  would  fcarce  dunk 

theirfcanty  country  wouUhait 

been  large  enough  to  turn  them 

in.     They  were  indeed  ihttlL 

being  jufl  fit  to  contain  one  or 

two  men  at  moft  \  fome  of  tkm 

had  four,  and  others  bat  two 

wheels,  and  they  were  geo^ 

rally    drawn    by  two   iioria 

(18). 


{l^\Juigtivr,  3,  13. 
Stetvch,  in  Feget,  de  re  milit^t 


(17]  z  Sam*  xiiu  $, 


puttiflf 


to  the  Babyloniih  Captivity.  i%^ 

!  adverfary  to  a  total  rout  \  fo  that  there  was 
»f  preventing  it,  but  by  either  flopping  their 

killing  the  horfes  before  their  too  ne^r  ap- 
r,  if  that  failed,  by  opening  a  paiTage  to 
is  likely  the  Ifraelltes  became  \cxy  well  (killed 
leing  they  fo  often  engaged  them,  and  flill 
^ith  viflory,  without  oppoling  the  fame  kind 
ive  engines. 

I  ted  before,  that   they  kept  no  regular  forces  ^^^"^*'^g 
'*s  time  ;  and  he  is  mentioned  to  have  had  but  ^^^J- 
ig  troops,  fcarce  an  handful,  in  comparifoq  to 
ious  number  which  David  raifed  them  up  to, 

above  two  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  (B), 
Cherethites  and  Pelethites^  of  whom  we  ihall 
5  fequel,  who  were  ftrangers  kept  in  that  mo- 


f  z 


*  I  Chron.  xviii. 

book  of  the  Cbro- 
us,  that  he  had 
ch  came  reguJarly 
er/month  through- 
r,  under  their  re- 
:ers  (19) ;  which, 
fore  multiplied  by 
» to  288,000. 
were  not  only  con- 
ot  by  his  fon  Solo- 
addition  was  made 
£Sy  of  a  prodigious 
orfes  and  chariots ; 
at  he  is  recorded  to 
)rty  thoufand  flails 
riot- horfes,  befides* 
fand  horfes  for  his 
ifeguard(2o)  ;  and 
ndred  chariots  of 
certain  alfo,  that 
f  his  fucceiTors  doth 
tention  fuch  nume- 
as  would  fcarce  be 
a  profane  author. 
\o(tof  Ahijah  king 
id  of  Jiroboam  the 
Ifraeli  the  former 
liifled  of  four  hun- 


ver.  ult.  xxvii.  paff.  * 

d  ed  thoufand  men^  and  the  lat- 
ter of  double  that  number  ( 2 1 ), 
and  of  which  &vt  hundred 
thoufand  were  killed  on  the 
fpot,  by  the  army  of  Judab 
(22).  Such  was  alio  that  of 
his  fon  Afa^  which  codified  of 
almoil  fix  hundred  thoufand, 
with  which  he  difcomfited  that 
of  Zerah  king  of  Ethiopia^ 
which  confifled  of  a  million  of 
men  (23).  fiut  the  greateft 
flanding  army  we  read  of,  of 
any  of  the  Jewijb  kings,  was 
that  of  Jehoflfaphat^  .which  is 
faid  to  have  amounted  to  ele- 
ven l^undred  and  A^ty  thoufand, 
all  men  of  valour,  and  prepared 
for  the  war,  befides  thofe  which 
he  kept  in  his  garifons  through- 
out the  kingdom  (24).  To 
thefe  we  may  add,  that  UxzUb 
introduced  in  Jerujakm  a  new 
invention  of  engines,  which, 
being  fet  up  upon  the  walls  and 
towers,  caft  arrows,  other  of- 
fenfiveweapons,and  great  flones, 
to  a  confiderable  diflance  (25). 


9».  xxvii.  pair.  (»o)  i  Kings  iv.  26.     Ibid,  Tt.  2f, 

xiii.  ?.  (22)   JhiJ»  ver,  17,  f^'iJ  ^^^'  xi^'  ^»    ^ 

,)  Ibid.  X\ii.  14.  (STfiii*        (2S)  /^'^  *3Lvi.  15. 

N  4  We 


Jrt  §f  Wb  find  nothing  iR  tho  facred  boobs  that  can- gnfc  us 
war.  an  idea  of  their  forming  iiich  numeroos  bodies  into  order 
o(  battle  ;  yet  if  we  may  make  a  judgment  fromi^fbnie 
fcripture-phrafes,  fuch  ^j^imttgin  battbe^  fettmg  tke  ^tofi-^ 
tic  in  array ^  ^g^gi^g  army  again/l  army^  a*id  the  iiHe; 
or  from  their  exaA  and  regular  divifioo^  i.  Into  twi3?b 
main  bodtei,  according  to  their  tribes  ;  2.  Each  of  tbcfe 
.  into  thoufanda  or  regiments ;  3.  Into  hundreds  or  fimr- 
(nnies  \  4.  Into  tens,  and  even  into  threes ;  every  one 
having  a  proper  officer  fet  over  them ;  but,  abdvb'SH» 
from  their  admirable  method  of  marching  and  encanq^ 
ing,  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  in  anotiier  place  ;  wenny 
venture  to  affirm,  that  they  obferved  no  leis  reguhrity  in 
their  order  of  battle,  in  their  onfets,  fighting,  evolutiomy 
retiring,  and  other  military  motions  (C). 

We  read  that  David  entertained  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  thofe  troops,  who  are  faid  to  have  been  aoibidex- 
ter,  exceeding  fierce  of  afpeft,  and  fwift  of  foot  K  The 
Jews  add,  diat  they  placed  behind  the  ranks  fome  of  the 
itouteft  fubalterns,  armed  with  fithes  and  axes,  to  cut  in 
pieces  thofe  that  offered  to  give  ground ;  but  we  are  flill 
to  fcek  how  they  difpofed  of  their  cavalry,  after  it  be- 
came In  ufe  among  them  (D). 

Thsir 

*  I  Chron.  xii.  z^  &  feqq. 

(C)  If  we  may  believe  the  feeing  that  method  was  eom« 

JgiAjiJh  authors,  they  ranged  men  to  all  the -r^a/zV  nations, 
their  army  into  one  fingle  line         (D)  Probably  after  the man- 

of  a  confiderable  depth,  fome-  nerofthe£'^^//V?frj,  from  whom 

times  becyveen  twenty  or  thirty  they  had  it  ;  that  is,  in  large 

deep.     0(1  the  front  of  thefe  fquadrons  of  fix  or  eight  ban- 

they  placed  their  light-armed  dred  horfe,  placed  on  the  two 

men,  that  is,  their  moft  expert  wings  (26).     One  thing  is  cer* 

archers,  fpearmen,  and  ilingers,  tain,  that  whether  they  had  any 

wh9  began  the  onfet  wich  a  of  their  own  or  not,  they  never 

warlike  ihout,  and  with  fend-  dreaded  it  in  an  enemy,  but 

ing  thick  (bowers  of  arrows  and  endeavour^  at  once  to  open 

ftones  upon  thei r  enemy's  front,  themfcl ves  a  q  uick  pafTage  thro* 

in  order  tocaufe  terror  and  con-  it;  as  the  fureft  way  to  gain  the 

fufion,  and  flop  the  rufhing  in  viAory  :  and  this  is  the  reafon 

of  their  chariots,  by  wounding  why  we  find  them  fo  feidom 

both  the  horfe  and  the  driver,  difcomfited,  and  fo  often  viSto^ 

This  is  indeed  probable  enough,  rious  over  their  enemies,  tho* 

(z^)  Vide  Folard^  ubifup, 

fuperior 


C  VII.       to  the  Sabylomfh  Captivity.  %%$ 

Their  wars  were: of  two  kinds,  cither  fuch  as  GodIPV^. 
bad  obliged  them  to^  as  thofe  againft*  the  Afnalekim^ 
and  the  fevcn  nations  of  Canaan,  or  fuch  as  they  under- 
took by  their  chiefs  and  princes,  upon  any  other  occafion, 
whether  ofFenfive  or  <kfcnfive.  The.  Mcfaic  law  had 
left  thefe  to  their  difcretion  ;  fo  that  they  were  at  liberty 
to  engage  in  them  upon  any  juft  grounds.  We  have  al- 
ready taken  notice  of  their  manner  of  entering  upon  an 
cffenfive-  war,  by  oflFering  certain  articles  of  peace^  the 
refufal  of  which  was  interpreted  as  a  declaration  of  war«: 
wijcn  it  was  rcfolved  upon  for  the  recovery  of  any  loft 
•territories,  they  generally  made  a  demand  of  them  ;  and, 
when  they  were  attacked  by  enemies,  they  likcwife  ftnt 
to  cxpoftulate  with  them  o  (E). 

»  Deut.  XX.  lo,  &  feqq.  ®  Judges  xi.  12,  &  feqq. 

fuperior  to  them  in  this  and  equivalent  (30). .  The  chal- 
lenge of  the  king  of  AJfyria  to 
that  oi  Ju^ah  was  ftill  more 
haughty  i  7by  Jther  and  ihy 


many  other  refpeds. 

.  The  method  of    attacking 
the  enemy  in  feparatc  bodies 


was  as  antient,  we  find,  as  Abra^    gold^  tiy  fwv^es .  and  cbildr^^ 
ham^  who  divided  his  H  ttle  army     and  all  thou  hafi^art  mine  ( 3  i  j  r 


of  3 1 8  domeftics,  and  difcom- 
fited  that  of  the  four  confederate 
kings  (27).  It  was  afterwards 
followed  by  Ahimelech  againft 
the  Shechemites  (28),  and  by 
Saul  againft  the  Ammonites  at 
JaheJh^Gihad  {29),  with  good 
fuccefs.  We  fhall  pafs  by  fome 
•other  warlike  cuftoms  which 
they  had  in  common  with  other 
nations,  fuch  as  the  ufe  of  the 
•trumpets  in  their  marches  and 
engagements,  their  ufual  ha- 
rangues before  they  entered  into 
adion,  and  fome  others  which 
we  (hall  have  occafion  to  men- 
tion in  the  fequeL    . 

(E)  However,  this  was  not 
always  the  cafe,  and  a  war  was 
fometimes  refolved  upon,  with- 
out any  vifible  ground ;  and  the 
chartel  fent  in  thefe  few  words. 
Let  us  look  one  another   in  the 


the  text  obierVes  in  both  cafes, 
that  thefe prdud  meflages  proved 
fatal  to  thofe  who  fcnt  them. 
It  was  the  conftant  cullom  of 
the  Hehrenv  kings  to  command 
their  armies  in  pcrfon,  if  they 
were  able  ;  and  the  people  were 
fo  nfed  to  it,  that,  when  Ahab 
was  mortally  wounded  by  the 
Syrians,  fome  of  his  fervants 
were  forced  to  fupport  hint  la 
his  chariot,  to  prevent  his  army 
being  routed  by  the  news  of  his 
death  ;  and,  as  foon  as  it  wa? 
difcovered  by  the  bloodincfs  of 
his  chariot,  there  went  imme- 
diately a  proclamation  through 
his  hoft,  to  difmifs  every  man 
to  his  city  or  country  ;  though 
Jehojhaphat  king  of  Judahy  his 
confederate  in  that  war,  did 
likewife  command  there  in  per* 
fon  (32). 


face;   and  returned  in   terms 

(27)  Gen.  xiv.  I?,  ^  fejq,         (28)  Judg,  \x»  34.        (2^)  J  Sam^  xi.  II, 
(30)  2  -Kings. jxi,  8,         (31)  X  Kings  xx*  2,  &fff$*        (j^J  I  Kings  xxii. 

In 


1 86  The  Hifiory  of  the  Jews  R I 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Jewijh  monarchy,  their  kings 
ufed  to  fight  on  foot,  as  the  judges  had  done  beibrf 
them  ;  at  leaft,  we  do  not  read  of  any  horfes  or  chariots 
ufed  by  them  till  a  long  time  after  ;  and  it  is  very  prohap 

Alliances,  ble,  that  they  took  their  rife  from  thofe  alliances  whicli 
the  kings  both  of  Ifrad  and  Judah  were  often  forced  to 
make  with  the  Egyptians^  Syrians^  and  other  nationSi 
and  which  put  them  under  a  neceiiity  of  appearing  at  the 
head  of  ihcir  arniy,  with  a  grandeur  anfwerable  to  tfait 

Officers,  Qf  x,\\q\x  allies.  The  officers  of  war  undet  them  were, 
I.  The  head  or  general  of  the  army  (A),  2.  Thi 
princes,  or  generals  of  each  tribe.  3.  The  commanden 
of  thoufands,  4.  Of  hundreds.  5.  Of  fifties.  6.  Of 
tens.  7.  Of  threes.  8.  Their  fcribes  or  muftermafler^ 
who  kept  exa£l  rolls  of  all  that  bore  arms  under  tbdr 
diftriifts.  9.  laftly,  Their  foterim^  or  infpeilors,  or, 
as  others  think,  a  kind  of  provofb  or  minifters  to  infift 
puniihments  on  all  delinquents. 

The  Mofaic  hw  was  certainfy  the  beft  calculated  to 
make  a  people  happy,  by  obliging  every  man  tolive  bf 
his  labour,  without  luxury  or  ambition,  and  free  from  the 
danger  of  being  totally  ruined,  from  the  temptation  of 
becoming  exceflively  rich,  or  from  too  great  defire  after 
change  and  novelty  (B). 

Eve  IT 


(A)  This  officer  was  called 
N^y  IV!;,  far  fzaha,  or  prince 
of  the  hoft,  fuch  as  Jiner  was, 
under  Saul  (30),  Jfoai  under 
Da^vid  (31),  and  Benaiah  un- 
der Solomon  ('^2), 

(B)  Every  man  cultivated 
his  own  vine,  field,  orchard  ; 
and  could  indifferently  handle 
the  plough  and  Rail,  or  the 
fword  and  bow,  as  occafion  re- 
quired; but  preferred  ftill  a 
iquiet  life  under  his  vine  and 
fig-tree.  This  is  what  their 
lawgiver  enforced,  not  only  by 
the  example  of  the  old  patri- 
archs, but  much  more  by  the 
bleflings  which  were  promifed 
to  their  obedience  ;  thefe  were 
to  be  neither  gold,  filver,  nor 


precious  fbnes,  flately  honies, 
or  fumptuous  furniture,  bot^ 
former  and  latter  rain,  regular 
feafons,  plenty  of  corn,  wiH 
and  oil,  increafe  of  cattle,  nal- 
titude  of  children,  with  a  qokt 
peaceful  enjoyment  of  tfaoB, 
and  vidory  over  their  enemiea; 
all  which,  joined  to  the  mtmal 
fiprtility  of  their  foil,  proreA 
fuch  powerful  encouragemMti 
to  agriculture,  that  tiieit  ii 
fcarce  any  known  peopk  that 
gave  themfelves  more  iadrefy 
and  univerfally  to  it,  than  tk 
Je^s,  Accordingly,  from  tk 
mod  opulent  families  of  d» 
tribe  of  Judah y  to  the  moft  it* 
digent  of  that  of  Bef^amm, 
fi-om  the  oldeH  to  theyoonjef^ 


(30)  2  Sam,  ii.  8«        (31)  Ikid.  zxiv.  2.        (32)  i  Ktn^t  u,  35* 


Wt 
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rfiRY  one  was  bound  to  cultivate  that  portion  of 
which  the  lot  had  alEgned  to  his  anceltors  at  its  iicft 
bution,  and  to  maintain  himfeif  and  family  out  of 
irodu<3  of  it.  It  was  his  patrimony,  which  he  could 
change  or  alienate,  without  injury  to  his  children, 
jifgrace  to  himfeif.  The  judges  and  kings  them* 
\  conformed  to  the  fame  cuftom,  and  encourag'd  it 
hers :  the  only  diflFerence  between  them  and  private 
was,  that  they  had  more  lands  and  more  numerous 
'  (B). 

'h  o  £  V  E  R  confiders  the  fnull  extent  of  Canaan^ 
the  multitude  of  its  inhabitants,  will  be  rather  apt 
onder  how  it  could  be  able  to  maintain  fuch  incre- 

numbers,  though  cultivated  with  all  the  care  and 
Iry  they  were  capable  of,  efpecially  confidering  that 
IS  to  reft  every  feventh  year  s  and  yet  it  is  plain, 

it   more  than  fufficed  them,  feeing   they  exported 

I  quantities  of  corn,  oil,  honey,  and  other  provifions, 

e  city  of  Tyre^  and  other  countries,  of  all  which  we 

already  fpoken   at  the  entrance  of  this  chapter  c. 

all  thefe  we  may  add  the  multitude  of  cattle,  which 

^  See  voL  ii.  p.  380,  &  feqq. 


187 


id  them  either  plowing  or 
g,  or  reaping,  at  the 
ling'floor,  or  feeding  their 
:rous  herds;  at  lead  till 
on  introduced  commerce 
luxury,  and,  with  it,  a 
tude  of  manui^&ares  and 
s  from  other  nations. 
)  Thus  i>iia;/V,  though  he 
d  up  immenfe  quantities  of 
and  iilver,  yet,  in  the  lift 
B  riches,  mention  is  made 
is  arable  and  paflure- 
ids,  of  his  florehoufes  for 
wine,  and  oil,  of  his  plan- 
is  of  fig,  olive,  and  other 
trees,  of  his  numerous 
of  oxen,  cuncls,  iheep» 
lies  (33).  His  fon  Sojo- 
lOtonly  multiplied  them^ 
)portion  to  the  great  con* 
don  which  the  vafl  num- 


ber of  his  wives*  concubines, 
and  fervants,  required ;  but  tells 
us  likewife  what  pains  he  took 
to  outdo  all  that  had  gone  be< 
fore  him,  in  the  number  and 
elegancy  of  them  (34);  where 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  his 
fine  gardens  and  orchards  were 
chiefly  ftored  with  fuch  fruit- 
trees,  plants,  and  herbs,  as 
were  more  for  ufe  than  fhew. 
How  he  commends  the  diii* 
gence  of  the  huibandman,  and 
expofes  the  flupidity  of  the 
ilothfu],  every  chapter  almoft 
of  his  proverbs  is  a  witnefs 
(35)  ;  Jbowever  he  came  after- 
wards to  depart  from  his  own 
maxims,  which  were  built  upon 
the  moft  folidreafon,  and  trueft 
policy. 


I  CbrM,  xxvii.  25,  &  Jeff .       (34)  Etcltf.  ii.  5,  df  ftff,      (35)  VitU 

they 
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they  bred  themfelvcs,  and  had  from  other  neighbouring 
couiTtries.  For  we  have  feen  before,  that  Mefba^  kmg 
of  Moaby  paid  a  yearly  tribute  to  Ahab  king  of  Ifrael^  rf 
an  hundred  thoufand  lambs,  and  as  many  rams,  with  their 
wool^,  5^^A^^/7^A^/ drew  like  wife  a  conftant  fupply  of 
fmall  cattle  from  the  Arabians  y ;  from  which  wc  may 
conclude,  that  all  thofe  nations,  that  were  tributary  to 
the  JewSy  paid  their  tribute  in  fuch  commodities  as  their 
country  abounded  moft  with,  whether  for  food  or  rai- 
ment. 
trades  After  what  has  been  obferved  here,  of    their  agri- 

andmanU'Zv^X^x\ty  we  muft  not  expeft  to  find  any  trades  or  maim-^ 
faQures,  faftures  among  them  before  David  or  Solomor^s  time,  ex- 
cept fuch  as  were  abfolutely  neceffary ;  and  even  thcfc 
were  carried  on  in  a  different  way  from  other  great  na- 
tions. They  built  their  own  houfes ;  their  wives  and  fer- 
vants  fpun,  wove,  and  made  their  doaths,  baked  their 
bread,  dreffed  their  meat,  and,  in  a  word,  fupplied  the, 
bufinefs  of  clothworkers,  taylors,  (hoemakers,  cookn 
bakers,  confe£lioners,  and  many  more.  The  plainnefe 
of  their  food,  their  cloathing  and  houfhold-furniturti 
fome  few  utenfils  excepted,  rendered  thofe  trades  unne* 
ceffary,  till  a  more  luxurious  way  of  living  got  footing 
among  them.  Wc  have  already  fpoken  of  all  the  other 
particulars,  except  their  cloathing  i  and  this  was  plain  iuxi 
artlefs  enough,  both  in  its  materials  and  make,  to  be 
done  within  doors.  It  muft  not,  however,  be  expeflcd 
here,  that  wc  fhould  give  an  exafl  defcription  of  their 
drefs,  becaufe  we  have  no  paintings  or  ftatues  of  them, 
as  we  have  of  the  Greeks  and  Ro?nans  ;  but,  from  what 
we  find  in  the  facred  books,  it  appears,  that  they  had  a 
fong  loofe  tunic  and  drawers,  made  of  linen,  next  to 
their  body,  and  a  loofc  garment  fome  what  like  a  cloakf 
of  light  woolen  cloth,  which  they  threw  over  their  bor, 
dies  when  they  went  abroad  (C).     The  beauty  of  then 

confifld 

*  3  Kings  iii.  4.  Vide  vol.  ii.  p.  135.     y  2  Chron.  xvii.  u* 

(C)  The  Scripture,  at  leaf},  made  of  linen,  as  thepiopereft 

mentions  only  theie  two,  the  wear  for  hot ,couatriev  and fe 

one  under  the  name  of  n^in:?  a  people  inured  to  labour.    It 

kitonetby  or  coat,  and  the  other  was  long  and  loofe  ;  but,  wlM 

under  that  of  ^*y^,  mebil;  or.'  they  went  about  any  bofioBi^ 

upper  garment.     The  former,  they  tied  it  about ;  whence  tbit 

being  next  to  the  ikin,:is  .rea-  expreflion  of  girding  one^s&lf 

fonably  fuppofed  to  have  been  is  fynonymous  to  getting  one^ 
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ted  either  in  the  finenefs  of  the  cloth,  or  the  rich-  Drefs* 
f  the  dye,  fuch  as  purple,  fcarl^t,  blue,  and  yellow ; 
e  plaineft  and  the  moft  commonly  worn,  was  the 
,  becaufe  it  was  the  natural  colour  of  the  linen 
kVool,  and  could  be  more  eailly  wafhed  ;  upon 
I  account  it  is  much  recommended  by  Solomon  ^i 
ng  highly  necefiary  in  hot  countries  to  fhift  fre- 

SoM£ 

«  Ecclef.  IX.  8. 

I  readinefs.    The  latter    with  cloaths  (37).     So  that 
nly  a  large  piece  of  cloth    the  Hebrenxjs  were  not  the  only 
f  the  whole  piece,  without    people  who  affeAed  this  fiihple 
g  or  feam  :    as  for  the     way  of  livingyaud  thought  ic  an 
les,  they  were  indeed  or-    infbmce  of  great  wifdom  to  be 
to  be  worn  by  the  priefts,    able  tofupply  their  own  wants, 
re  probably  enough  fup-    without  the  help  of  otherhands. 
to  have  been  worn  by  the    Neither  need  we  go  to  Plato'% 
•r  decency-iake  ;  though,     commonwealth  for  parallels  of 
were  allowed  to  gaefs  at    this  patriarchal  life,  dnce  there 
»fon  of  their  wearing  ef    is  fcarce  a  polite  nation  in  anti- 
cs at  the  bottom  of  their    qoity,  which  did  not  live  up  to 
ents,  abftraded  from  that    it  as  much  as  the  Jews ;  wit- 
in  the  text,  we  ihould  be    nefs  the  Egyptians^  Chaldeans , 
r  think,  that  they  were  de-     Phoenicians^    Ferfians^  Greeks ^ 
I  to  keep  the  garment  dole     Romansy    Carthaginians^  Sici' 
i  legs  by  their  weight,  to     lions,  &c.  witnefs  alfo  Homer, 
nt  the  wind,  or  any  vio-     Mago,    Cato,  Virgil,    Cicero, 
motion,  throwing  them    and  other  authors,  who  have 

either  written  upon,  or  in  com- 

hat  we  have  advanced,  of    mendation  of  it. 

Craelites  being  able  to  fup*         (D)  Accordingly  we  find  it 

heir  own  wants  without     was  ufual  among  them  to  make 

elp  of  artificers,  during  fo    prefents  of  changes  of  raiment 

f  centuries,  will  not  appear     (3B);    though  probably  fome 

itter  of  wonder  to  thofe,    of  them  might  be  richer  than 

are  acquainted  with  Ho-    others,  both  as  to  the  fluff*,  the 

writings,  and   remember    dye,  and  other  ornaments  ;  and 

he  tells  us  Eumeus  made     thefe  might  be  referved  to  be 

wn  ihoes,  and  built  him-    worn  on  their  folemn  revivals, 

lately  cots  for  his  nume-    and  other  public  vccafions.    As 

herds  (36),    and   Ulxffes    to  the  youth  of  both  (cxesy  it 

b^  own  fine  houfe  and     is  probable  they  wore  their  fluffs 

whilfl  his  wife^s  loom  fup-    flriped,  or  flowered  with  va- 

i  the  houfe  with  hangings     rious  colours ;  for  fuch  were 

carpets,    and  the  family     xhokofJo/eph{'i,<))yTamar,zii^ 

i)  OdyJlf,  Xiv.  ^  XXiii.  (37)  Odjif.  v-  (38)  Cot.xU^  %2, 

(t  T.  s*  13*  (39)  Gen,  Kxxvii.  ^. 

of 
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Some  covering  they  wore  upon  their  head,  but  tie 
faihlon  is  not  to  be  gueffed  at :  they  wore  likewife  {hoei 
abroad 9  and  perhaps  a  kind  of  ftockings  ;  but  how,  and 
what  they  were  made  of,  we  are  equally  to  feek  ;  only 
their  fhoes,  or  rather  fandais,  feem  to  have  been  a  foky' 
whether  of  wood,  (kin,  or  fome  other  material,  tied  to 
the  top  of  the  foot,  without  any  other  covering  ^  which 
made  the  wafhing  of  the  feet  fo  frequent  among  thefliit 
All  thefe  might  be  eafily  made  without  artificers. 
Of  the  The  drcfs  of  the  women,  efpecially  of  the  rich  onef, 
miomen.  was  indeed  more  curious,  becaufe  they  befkywed  noore 
ornament  upon  it,  chiefly  of  ncedle-work,  which  wai 
ft  ill  within  their  own  province.     They   wore  jewels  rf 

fold  and  filver ;  but  a  great  deal  of  that  finery  wai 
rought  at  firfl  from  Egypt ^  and  more  might  be  eafdy 
added  to  it,  as  they  enlarged  their  conquefl,  without 
entertaining  any  artifts ;  becaufe  their  fafhions  did  not  alter 
as  ours  do.  However,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  they 
had  fome  of  thefe,  as  well  as  feveral  other  rich  fluffs  and 
linen,  from  Tyre^  in  exchange  for  their  corn,  balm,  and 
other  commodities  ;  efpecially  after  Solomon* s  time,  wheo 
pride  and  luxury  grew  to  fuch  a  height,  th^t  Ifa tab  fpenC 
almofl:  a  whole  chapter  in  enumerating  the  coflly  orwh 
ments  with  which  that  fex  ufed  to  deck  themfelves  in  hit 
time  ^ ;  but  concerning  which  it  were  impofliblc  to 
frame  any  tolerable  idea,  the  terms  there  ufed  bebg  un- 
Jknown  to  us  (E). 

<*  Ch.  iii.  1 6,  &feqq. 

of  all  Da'vid*^  other  unmarried  very  curious  in  adorning  their 

daughters  (39).     We  do  not  heads,   arms,   and   feetj  ad 

read  of  any  other  ornaments  to  that  they  wore  fome  kind  of 

the  mens  drefs,  except  that  of  tinkling  ornament  about  tbdr 

the  fringes,  which  were  faften-  legs,  which  gave  a  mufical  o- 

ed  to  a  blue  ribband,  and  fewed  dence  to  their  fleps.     Juditlfi 

round  the  border  of  their  gar*  fandals  are  particularly  'takei 

ments ;  and  even  thefe,  if  we  notice  of  to  have  ravifhed  flMh 

except  the  conjcdlures  offered  /ernes  (41):    and  the  ricbncft 

in  the  laft  note,  were  ordained  and  elegancy  of  her  other  ••. 

only  as  a  memorandum,  that  naments  might  give  us  a  detf 

their  happinefs  depended  upon  notion  of  a  complete  Jrtmfs^ 

their  obedience  (40).  drefs,  were  we  fure,  that  du^ 

(£)  One  thing  may  be  ob-  had  not  by  that   time  mixes 

lervcd  from  it,  that  they  were  fome  of  the  Babylonijh  fiifluOft 

(39)  -  ^^^*  3^i^i*  '8*        (4°)  ^**»  »^»  3^*         (4O  Judith  xtL  9. 

witb 
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doth  not  appear;  however,  that  they  fell  into  this  HanM- 
of  finery,  before  the  latter  end  of  David's  life ;  crafts  in- 
en  a  wonderful  ceconomy  feems  to  have  reigned  in  traduced. 
family  under  the  wives  at  home,  and  the  hulbands 
L     The  laborious  life  of  the  men  doth  account  for 
valour,  ftrengtb,  fwiftnefs,  and  furprifing  exploits, 
lich  the  Scripture  doth  fo  highly  extol  them,  efpe- 
David's  worthies  g,  and  excellent  troops  *».     But 
imenfe  treafures  which   that  monarch  had  heaped 
aving   infpired   him  with  a  defire  of  confecrating 
part  of  it  to  God,  by  building  a  fumptuous  tem- 
number  of  artificers  was  thereby  foon  introduced 
fuch  as  carvers,  mafons,    carpenters,  joyners,  gold 
Iver-fmiths,  founders,  and  all  manner  of  workmen 
;tals,  wood,  and  flone ;  and  thefe  brought  in  a 


*  Ibid.  xvii.  8,  &  fcqq. 


as  our  gaufesy  fo  that  they 
might  fee  their  way  through 
them,  and  at  the  fame  time 
give  fome  glimpfe  both  of  their 
beauty  and  rich  ornament?,  or 
otherwife^  we  cannot  deter- 
mine. 

(F)  It  is  faid  in  two  places, 
that  Solomon  fent  to  king  Hiram 
for  fome  of  his  bed  artiib  in 
metals,  flone,  and  wood,  be- 
caufe  he  had  none  fo  fkilf ul  a- 
mong  his  own  fubje^ls  (43)  ; 
and,  prefently  after,  that  he 
raifed  a  levy  of  thirty  thoufand 
men  out  of  all  Ifraely  to  carry 
on  the  work  (44) ;  from  which 
we  may  reafonably  conclude, 
that  the  former  were  only  de- 
iigned  by  that  politic  prince  to 
inilrudl  the  latter  in  that  great 
variety  of  arts,  which  were  ne- 
cefTary  tb  execute  his  noble  de- 
figns,  as  the  moft  curious  part 
was  adlually  done  upon  the 
'fldxiLoi  Jordan  (45). 


Sam.  xxiii.  8,  ad  fin. 
.  pair. 

:.  However,  we  have  a 
Luthentic  defcription  of 
nale  garb  in  the  prophet 
/  (42) ;  where  the  Jew- 
Lion  is  compared  to  a 
naked,  and  helplefs  wo- 
vhom  God,  out  of  pity, 
fbandlike  kiiidnefs,  cloa- 
Lnd  girded  with  filk  and 
en,  attired  her  head  with 
n,  or  rather  mitre,  fuch 
:  of  Judith^  and  put  a 
ipon  her  forehead,  a  cofl- 
n  about  her  neck,  bra- 
upon  her  wrifts,  car- 
lo her  ears,  and  fan- 
pon  her  feet.  To  all 
sve  may  add  the  veil, 

is  often  mentioned  in 
ire,  and  was  very  necef- 

thofe  countries,  both  to 
e  the  complexion  and 
itafter  gf women,  itbe- 
^emed  highly  immbdeft 
Dft  to  appear  without  it ; 
whether  they  were  made 
\t  fuch  tranfparent  (luffs 

C-&.  xvi.  10,  &fe7(f.  Ui)  ^  (^Irtai.  ii.  3,  ^/rff.  i  Kings  v.  6. 

Kirgt  Y.  li,  Q  fefp        (45)  »  C-tfOf.  if.  »7»  , 

1  number 


.  number  of  odiqn«  wkbou(  which*,  ibgf  cmM  ,mi 
fift,  Hbfon  Sibmnrkwlt  himtttfhtac  ItMifJk 
as  wcU  u  the  temple  y^wfui  this  probably  gave  hial 
fuch  a  relKh  of  his  more  di^»m  way  o^  buildiii| 
the  number  of  workmen  multiplied  ftUl  more  (G)« 
But  as  moft  of  tbofe  arts,  trades,  aiid  mami^ 
dkljn  ibme  meafure  rife  and  iiet  with  Hiitf,  we  Am 
pttid  all  further  account  of  him»  till  we  cooft  iof 
of  hU  reigo  }  the  DesLCefuIneis  of  which  mav  alfi>^ 

Probability,  be  the  reafon,  why  we  read  of  4 
^i:$H/b  worthies  and  brave  generals  in  his  days,  hk, 
parifon  of  tho(e  many  and  juftly  famed  ones,  w^ 
warlike  £itber  had  had'  during  his  whole  life  (Hj,, 

« 

(G)  The  4ivifi(m  of  tKe  two  who  opened  b  wide  a  i 

kingdoms  iaareafed  ^   mif-  commerce  and  luxary, 

chief.    JirufaUm^  and  many  hx  from  thinking  agrii 

other  places,  muft  be  fortified;  beneath  hiscare^  that  ] 

chariots  and  ^mes  of  war,  only  improved  it  jhinfil 

and  a  macb  greater  qoantity  of  alfo  earneftly  recomoM^ 

arms  of  all  forts,  beoulie  necef-  to  his  people,  as  the  bel; 

fary,  which  required  a  fuitable  of  growing  sich,    nil 

namber  of  artincers;  inibmach  health,  prolonging  didr 

that  we  read,  in  the  CbrotdcUt,  and  loafang  a  qniec  aod  I 

of  a  valley  belonging  to  the  li&  ;  infomuch   that  Ak 

tribe  of  Jadmb^  cdled  by  the  fcarce  a  chapter  in  his  pM 

name  of  the  valley  of  Chara-  wherein  he  doth  not  sife 

J^im,  or  artificers,    becaufe  it  from  one  or  other  of  Chil 

was  inhabited  only  by  fuch  ( i ).  vantages.    .  We « may  efS 

In  a  word,  one  may  guefs  at  firm,  that  he  made  osii 

the  increafe  of  them  by  the  navigation,  though  iail 

nhmber  which  Ngbucbadnezscar  pearance  his  moft  fiivoorii 

carried  away  captiix  out  of  the  je£ls,  fubfervient  to  tltf  fl 

bare  city    of  Jerufalem  (2)1  t ion  of  agriculture, 
though  it  is  plain  at  .the  fame        (H)  The  valiuit  niea| 

time,  that  the  Jeuus^  did  never  dab  are  moft-  beaatifiu| 

negleA  the  cultivation  of  theif  fcribed  in  plalm  bcxssibj 

]ands  for  the  lake  of  theie  pro-  the  figure  of  ^/m,  » 

feffions.    On  the  contrary,  it  commonly  ufed  to 

Is  only  the  produd  of  their  tribe  (4} ;  but  it  has 

land  that  is  faid-  to  have  been  in  this,  as  in  many  othVJ 

exported  (3},  whereas  that  of  and  poetical  pieces  of  tkil 

'  their  other  manufiidurei  feems  books,  that  not  only  t^* 

to  have  been  ail  confumed  with-  ties  and  energy,  bat  eji| 

in  themfeives.  Solomon  hlmfelf,    fenfis,  has  been  intirel/M 
•  .  • 

(I)  I  Cbrm.  w.  T4.  (i)  a  Kinri  xxir.  l^  (3)  &•*  «^ 

(4)  Vidt  im.  Ml.  Fj\  law UU  08. 
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is,  perhaps,  the  only  art  in  which  the  He^P^itry. 
9:  fince  Mojes*^  time,  have  excelled  all  other 

had  almcm  faid,  that  have  been  ever  lince. 
:d,  this  gireat  advantage^  above  all  othera, 
lors  of  it,  being  divinely  infpired,  feem  to 
ated  it  wholly  to  the  honour  of  Gob,  atid 
I  the  fcrvice  of  the  temple.  No  wonder  then, 
their  great  lawgiver,  but  their  monarchs, 
:s,  and  prophets,  men  and  women,  have  en- 
etetnize  their  memories  by  fome  ej^celleht 

in  this  kind :  witnefs  the  tVvo  inimitable 
hfes^  thofe    of  Deborgh  and   Hannah^    the 

of  Pfdlmty  the  Canticles,  the  thankfgiving 
,  the  book  of  Job^  a  great  part  of  the 
ahy  and  the  Lamentations  -,  not  to  mention 
rophets,  who  are  like  wife  fuppo^,  by  the 

ited, which  fcarce        In  tnentioning,  among  thofis 
aane.    We  Audi    of  my  acquaintance,  either  Ra* 

bah  (Egypt)  or  BmbyloHy  or 
here  FMtftia,  Tyre,  and  Ethi^ 
opts  (the  phrafe  is),  xeh,  this 
inconfiderable  perfeo,  was  bom 
there,  or  it  has  given  birth  to 
3;anGe  of  it^  and  fuch  an  one. 
)een  wronged  by        But  of  Sim  it  is,  or.(hall  be 

(aid,  tfi  vr  ^,  tlus  or  that 
great  perfon  owes  hit  birth  to 
it;  feeing  He,  who  is  the  Moft 
High,  is  to  eftablifli  her ;  and 
ibon. 

We  (hall  not  go  about  to  ju* 
ftify  this  new  verfion  v  thoie, 
who  are  makers  of  the  Hebrew, 
will  eafily  fee,  that  it  is  not  only 
more  natural,  and  agreeable  to 
the  original,  but  alfo  freer  from 
theiiB  expletives  which  are  forced 
in,  to  make  it  fpeak  fenfe ;  and 
or  the  tribe  of  criticifms  of  this  nature  would 
unded  upon  the     be  needlefs  to   thofe  who  are 

unacquainted  with  it.  This 
pfalm  we  take  to  be  parallel 
with  the  forty  eighth,  which, 
abounds  with  fublime  exprefli^ 
ons  in  praife  of  Z/o/r,  but  fuch 
as  can  hardly  be  reached  by  any 
tranflation* 


leave  to  fubjoin 
'en  more  literal^ 
>maticai,  verfion 
that  our  readers 
imen  both  of  the 


I  we  have  hither 
The  elegancy, 
lave  overlooked 
e  oppofitioB  be- 
onoun  HT,  sceb, 
loolyufed  toex- 
infiderable  per- 
word  ii;  V,  ifi,; 
\  a  confiderable 
ition  to  >^lfi), 
to  exprefs  thofe 
ik ;  according  to 
rwill  run  thus) 


ns. 

las  more  love  for 
(or  places  of  re- 
all  the  dwellings 


ings  (hall  be  fpo- 
)citvofGoo. 


(4.)  Su  tefire,  p-  i  tOt 


loftinefs 
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loftinefe  of  their  ftile,  to  have  writ,  at  leaft,  part  of  tbeir 
prophecies  in  verfe ;  concerning  which  it  is  univerlklljr 
agreed,  that  nothing  can  be  conceived  more  majeftic,  or; 
more  furprifmgly  fublime ;  whether  we  confider  the  n*.j 
riety  of  a£lbn,  the  greatnefs  of  the  fentiments,  the  ricb* 
nefs  of  the  figures  and  imagery,  or  the  ftrengdi  ani 
beauty  of  the  expreffions  (I)* 

Anq 


(I)  To  all  thefe  we  may  add, 
that  a  drain  of  the  mod  fera- 
jphic  piety,  and  of  the  moft  ex- 
cellent morajicy,  rans  through 
the  whole ;  which  conveys  to 
the  reader^s  mind  thehiolt  im- 
portant truths,  the  nobleft  pre- 
cepts and  inftruftions;  that  can 
pofiibly  frame  it  for  all  ftages 
and  conditions  of  life;  whilil 
theexpreifions  and  figures,  bow- 
ever  ftrong  and  lofty,  are  ad- 
apted to  the  reach  and  undcr- 
ftanding  of  the  young  and  illite- 
rate, and  at  the  fame  time  raife 
thedeepeft  attention  and  admi' 
ration  in  the  ablefl  mailers. 

Such  are  thefe  expreflions  of 
Mo/es  :  The  heavens,  and  the 
heaven  of    heavens,   are  the. 
Lord's  thy  God  (5).     I  will 
make  your  heaven  as  iron,  and 
your  earth  as  brafs.     Ye  fhall 
be  terrified  at  the  found  of  a 
fhaken  leaf.      You  (hall  flee, 
when  none  purfueth  (6).     One 
ihall  chafe  a  thoufand,  and  two 
put  ten  thoufand  to  flight,  t^e. 
Such  are  likewife  thefe  of  I/ai^ 
ah:  To  whom  will  ye  liken  the 
Lord,  who  meafuces  the  wa- 
ters in  the  hollow  of  his  hand, 
and  the  heavens  with  a  fpan ; 
who  weighs  the  mountains  in 
the  balance  ?  All  the  nations  of 
the  earth  are  as  a  drop  of  wa- 


0*1 


ikip- 


ter  that  (ticks  t«  the  ba 
and  as  the  fmali  dad  that  li^ 
mains  in  the  fcales  (7). 
thofe  of  the  pialmid : 
earth  trembled,  and  the  bo^ 
vens  dropped,  at  the  preftoo( 
of  God  ;   the  mountains 
ped  like  rams,  and  the 
like  young  (heep   (8). 
dretcheth  out  the  heavens 
curtain,  telleth  the  nomlxr 
the  dars,  and  calls  them 
their  names  (9).     He 
the  heavens,  and  came  dowi 
darknftfs  was  under  his  feet, 
rode  upon  the  wing^  of 
rubim   (1[6y.   ^e  maked 
clouds  h%  chariot  and  timUEitk 
up6n'  the  wings  of  the  irirf 
^{iijr^   We  diall  go  no f&£hff 
with  iadances,  which  are  iyaii* 
^merable;  butrobfervehere,tlHI 
fome  of  them  have  fuch  a 
plicated  beauty*  that  the  bd; 
part  of  it  may  be  eadly  loilft 
any  but  an  attentive  mte, 
who  is  likewife  a  good  judge  of 
poetry.     Of  this  iciiid  is  tkl 
lad  expredton    we    inflanoei 
of  walking  ufon  the  tuhp^ 
the  ivind ;  where  we  b^  Init 
^obferve,  that  the  wind  faA^ 
'generally  ufed  to  exprefsthef9^ 
locity  of  any  thing  ;    and  hot 
the  wings  of  the  wind  to  cairr 
with  them  an  idea  of  the  atmol 


•  I 
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(5)  Deut,  X.  14.  (6)  Levit.  xxvi.  pi[f  Deut.  xxxu.  50.  (jfSk, 

xl.  t2,  (^feff.  (8)  PfaL  kviii.  8.  cxiv.  4.  (9)  p/al.  tm*  7,  ^ 

ff^j.  (!•)  civ.  2,  cxl?ii.  4.  (11)  civ.  3. 
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FD  yet  it  is  certain,  that  the  poetical  pieces  of  Strips 

like  all  antient  works  of  that  kind,  frequently  al- 
to things,  cufioms,  and  fayings,  to  which  we  ar« 
ftrangers  at  this  diftance  of  time,  tho*  they  were 
perfeSly  known ;  and   abound  with  words  and  idi« 

whofe  true*  meaning  we  are  left  to  guefi  at,  for 
:  of  fuch  parallels  as  might  deterihiiie  it*  From 
,  and  the  imperfedion  of  modern  tongues,  one  majr 

guefs,  how  fhort  all  tranflations  muft  come  of  tM 
y  and  energy  of  the  original ;  fo  that  we  may  bit 

faid  only  to  guefs  at  it,  from  the  amasting  luftre  it 
1  able  to  caft,  in  fpite  of  the  thick  medium  through 
!i  we  behold  it.  This  is  evident,  from  the  charafief 
3  Mr.  Gildon^  after  many  othen,  has  given  of  it : 

tefi  of  that  velocity ;  it  is  fucceeded  beft  \  fach  are^  iiipar<» 

ible  to  imagine  the  ferene  ticolar,  the  £tf/iff  ones  of  Ca- 

sliberate  walking  of  t)ie  fialiot  Bmcbmum^  and  Jot^tm^ 

upon  a  creaturd  of  the  This  laft  if,  indeed,  the  moft 

inconceivable  fwiftneis,  literal,   and    wonderfully  dif^ 

Qt  being  filled  with  the  playi  the  ekgancy  of  the  Ht^ 

\  wonder  and  abafement.  brew.    It  has  but  ont  faulty 

ret  this  inimitable  beauty  namely,  its  running  all  along 

fled  unobferved  by  many,  in  hexameters  and  pentameters^ 

(die  learned,    tranilators  which  takes  off  a  great  deal  of 

ommentators,  whe(  have  its  majefty ;    whereas,   had  it 

\  to  render  ic,  mih^  rUeth  been  all  in  hexameters,  or  rather 

^ht  ivings  of  the  wf4t;  ,^1h  various  metres,  according  to 

nding    upon   the  wind,  the  nature  of  the  pialm,  there 

is  common'  to  feathers,  would  not  have  been  a  better^ 

dud,   Csfr.    conveyed  a  as  there  is  not  indeed  a  more 

natural  or  fublime  idea  exadl  one,  in  all  other  re^pe^> 

^  Godhead,  than  the  lite-  extant,  that  we  know  of ;  lind 

B  of  walking  upon  it.  it  is  with  pleafure  that  we  hav^ 

is  is  one  of  the  reafons  feen,  that  this  hint,  which  we 

^e  pfalms,  the  book  of  ventured  to  give  in  the  firil 

and  feme  other   poetic  edition  of   this    work,    hath 

of  holy  writ,    lofe  fo  proved  a  means  of  procuring 

of  their  beauty  and  ener-  to  the  world  ieveral  noble  and 

all  verfions  (12).  How-  iiocurate  editions  of  that  excel- 

:here  is  this  difference  be-  fent  verfion,  as  well  as  of  re- 

thefe  two  books,  that  the  viving  the  memory  of  that  di- 

cannot    bear   a   literal  vine  poet,  which  had  lain  above 

Ltion ;  whereas  thofe  of  a  ceniery  in  a  kind  of  utter 

>rmer,   which  have  fol-  oblivion. 

tlie  originel  dofeft,  have 

t^tde  Pined.  Dieg.  di  Stttmc,  AT  aL  in  Job.  Bugtnhag*  Buter.  Sit- 

^  O  %  That 
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That  there  is  nothing  fo  fweet^,  fo   tender  and  fatheA] 

and  at  the  fame  time  nothing  fo  grand,  fe  majejlic,  fi  \  ' 

rible,  and  fo  harmonious y  as  the  poetic  part  of  the  Bi 

to  which  all  the  heathen  verfe  is  lame  and  fiat.    Wc  hM 

add,  that  nothing  can  be  jufter  than  this  charader,  tU^ 

both  he,  and  the  far  greateft  part  of  thofe  who  \An% 

highly  extolled  it,  have  rather  judged  of  it  from  the  nM 

fions  they  read,  than  from  any  great  acquaintance  ikp 

had  with  the  original.  1 

But  tho'  there  be  nothing  more  univerfally  agreed o4 

than  the  excellency  of  this  anticnt  Hebrew  poetry  aM 

all  others,  in  the  above-mentioned   refpeds,  yet  thcrej 

fcarce  a  point  more  debated,  or  lefs  poffible  to  bedcUl 

mined,  than  the  nature,  metre,  cadence,  and  rules  ofl| 

Several  modern  authors  have  pretended  indeed  to  nl) 

lignal  difcoveries.  in  this  intricate  province ;  but  they  W 

cither  had  the  modefty  to  conpeal  them  from  the  woridl 

#r  thofe  who  have  ventured  ta  publifh  thenj,  havi  (M 

provoked  fome  learned  antagonifts  to  expofe  their  ww 

nefs  and  vanity  ".    The  truth  is,  that  thofe  who  h| 

made  any  attempts  in  this  way,  have  been  forced  toflflj 

alter,  and  overturn  the   order,  the  words,  and  puni 

tion,  and  fometimes  the  very  fenfe,  in  order  to  briiigl 

text  to  their  rules.     This  is  what  a  learned  modem  1 

done  almoft  in  every  verfe,  in  a  diflertation  writ  onp 

pofe  to  prove,  that  Hebrew  poetry  was  writ  in  rhyB 

like  that  of  the  French ,  and  other  modern  nations^., 

order  to  this,  he  4akes  the  liberty  to  lengthen  or  Ibor 

the  verfes  and   fyllables,  as  he   thinks  nt,  without  * 

fcrving  any  other  rule  or  proportion  in  them,  than 

jingle  of  the  lafl;  words  ;  infomuch  that  there  is  not, 

will  not  fay  with  Calmet  P,  any  of  Tully^s  orations, 

we  may  venture  to  affirm,  any  chapter  in  the  Old  T( 

ment,  which  may  not,  by  the  fame  method,  be  redi 

into  rhyming  verfe.     He  ought  rather  to  have  faid, 

the  rhyme,  in  thofe  poetical  works,  was  not  only  ; 

gether  accidental,  but  almoft  unavoidable,  unlefs  tb( 

thors  had  made  a  refolution  againft  it,  and  taken  j 

than  ordinary  pains  to  alter  their  words,  and  cramp 

didion,  in  order  to  fhun   it.      Thofe  that  are  ev( 

.  ■*   F.  Vatabl.  ap.  Mercer,  in  Job.  iii.  Msibom. 
journal  des  fcavans,  1699.  &al.  "  Fr.  Gomah 

David.     Th.  Herb&rt.    Vid.  Capel  cont.  Goman. 
FORD  cont.     Lc  Clerc.  «>  Bibliot.  univerf.  May, 

»  Comment,  in  Exod.  xv.  &  ialib. 
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I  acquainted  with  the  Hebrew  grammar  know^  that 
terminations  of  verbs,  and  even  of  nouns  in  the  plu- 
and  the  junSion  of  the  pofleffive  pronouns  to  both 
bem,  are  fo  alike  and  uniform,  that  it  would  be  vaft- 
ore  difficult  to  write  a  poem  in  blank  verfe  in  that 
ue,  than  in  rhyme.  And  yet  it  muft  be  owned,  that 
las  difplayed  a  great  deal  of  learning  in  it,  and  that 
al  eminent  men  have  embraced  hb  opinion  9,  tho' 
is  one  objedion  againft  it,  which  feems  almofl  in-* 
ountable  ;  which  is,  that  there  is  no  rhyme  but  what 
ainly  accidental  in  all  the  acroftic  or  alphabetic 
s  we  have  left,  fuch  as  feveral  Pfaims  «^,  the  Lamen-- 
iSy  and  fome  few  others,  where  the  length  of  the 
is  determined  by  the  firft  letter  of  it,  and  where 
iquently  the  liberty  of  tranfpofing  and  altering  the 
ire  is  quite  taken  off.  Our  author  indeed  tells  us, 
:hefe  were  not  dedgned  for  rhyme,  but  blank  verfe ; 
l)is  is  faid  gratis  :  and  what  is  niore,  fome  of  them 
a  greater  number  of  hemiftichs  rhyming  to  otec  an- 
,  than  thofe  which  are  pretended  to  be  written  dc- 
ily  fo ;  as  the  reader  may  fee  by  the  (pecimen  in  the 
in(K}. 

The 

ERN.  Lami,  Carofalo,  &  al.     ^  Pf.  XXV.  xxxiv.  xxxvii. 
xii.  cxiii.  cxix.  and  cxlv, 

I  We  (hall  inftance  only  lineal  verfion  of  them,  how  ac- 

dm  xxxiv.  and  omit  all  cidental,  andas  itwere  inevita- 

ank  verfes  in  it ;  and  here  ble,  the  rhyme  is  in  thofe  that 

ader  will  fee,  by  the  inter-  chance  to  have  it. 

r.  4.  I  fought  the  Lord,  and  Ke  heard  me : 
Darajhti  etb  Adonai  vehanani  :' 
And  from  all  my  troubles  he  delivered  me. 
Umicol  migurotbai  itzillam, 

5.  They  looked  unto  him,  and  were  enlightened: 
'Hibittu  etiio  venabAru : 
And  their  faces  were  not  confounded. 
Upbnebem  al  jecbfbaru, 

9.  Fear  ye  the  Lord,  ye  faints  of  his : 
lereu  etb  Adonai  kedoJha<w : 
For  on  lack  [ic>]  to  them  that  fear  him. 
JCi  atn  macbfor  lireaiv, 

O  9  10.  Little 


1^1  fbeHiJiory  oftbe]t^%  B.L 

The  truth  is,  our  ignoi^uice  of  the  true  prom 
tion  of  that  antient  tongue,  which,  for  aught  a[ 
has  been  loft  ever  fince  the  captivity,  makes  it  monl|f] 
impoffible  to  4etermine  any  thing  about  it,  with  any  t/k'] 
lerable  probability;  becaufe,  wi£outit,  we  never  caal 
fenfible  of  the  length  or  fliortnefs  of  the  fyllables,  or 
the  harmony  of  words  and  verfes,  in  which  a  great 
of  the  poetic  beauty  confifls.     Had  we  indeed  the  ' 
iielps  in  this,  as  we  have  in  the  Greek  zni  Latin  toi 
we  might,  perhaps,  have  attained  an  equal  knowkg^ 
its  quantity  and  metre,  and  of  the  conftrudion  and 
flence  of  its  verfes  and  tho'  it  is  probable,  wemjght 

lo.  Little  lions  lack  and  hunger ; 
Kepbirim  rafisiu  *verahe*vu : 
They  that  feek  the  Lord  (hall  not  lack 
Vedorejhe  Adonai  lo  jacbferu 
any  good, 
etJ  uf, 

1 2,  What  man  defireth  life  ? 
Mi  baijh  bacbapketz  cbajitn  ? 
Loveth  days 
Obef  yamtm 

to  fee  good  ? 
^remth  toff 

13.  Keep  thy  tongae  from  evil: 
lUetxor  hjhoneka  merab : 
And  thy  lips  from  fpeaking  guile, 
Vj^ateka  midabber  mirmab. 


V 


Thcfe  are  in  the  very  order 
we  £nd  them  in  all  Hebrew 

Sfaltersy  without  any  tran^- 
tion  or  change ;  but,  did  the 
alphabetical  order  permit  it,  it 
is  plain,  that  one  might  reduce 
every  acroftic  pfalm  and  poem 
into  rhyme  by  Mr.  Le  CUrc^s 
inethod. 

We  hope  there  is  no  neceffity 
to  acquaint  our  readers,  that  an 
alphabetic  pfalm  begins  with 
each  of  the  letters  of  the  alpha- 
bet fuccejQively,  either  in  every 
yerfe,  as  in  the  xxvth,  xxxivth, 
zn4  cxlvth  ^   or  every  oth^r 
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verfe,  as  in  the  xxxviith  i  01 
in  every  hemiftich^or  half^vofii 
as  in  the   cxith,  cxiith,  fit 
cxiiith.       The    cxixth    dodi 
ftill  differ  from  all  thefe,  1^ 
caufe  every  verfe  of  a  ftaiot 
begins  with  the  fame  letter  rf 
the  alphabet ;  fo  that  it  hai2S 
ihinzas,anfwering  to  the  zikt* 
ter8.ofit.  Thofe,  whodefireto 
fee  a  more  fuccindt  confutatioa 
of  Le  Cier(\  notion,  may  read 
pur  learned  lAx,Rsdfttti  treat- 
ife  concerning  the  temple-moikt 
where  he  will  find  a  fliort,  but 
full  confutation  of  that  writer. 

IwTe 
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nd  it  fo  elaborate  and   regular  as  that  of   the 

>,  yet  we(houId  not  have  fallen  into  that  Arange 

'  fo  many  learned  modems,  that  it  was  written 

tneafure,  form,  or  regularity  (L). 

:  other  hand,  to  hear  fome  antient  authors,  bodi 

Chriftians,  fuch  as  Jofephus  and  PhiU,  Origen^ 

and  St.  Jerom^  expatiate  on  this  fubje£t,  one 

:  apt  to  think,  that  both  the  genuine  pronuncia- 

le  Hebrew y  and  all  fte  rules  of  that  poetry,  had 

:rved  to  their  time,  they  give  us  fo  fuccin£l  an 

3f  every  poetical  piece  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

cording  to  them,  the  two  fongs  of  Mofes  were 

I  heroic  verfe  :  the  pfalms  were  of  a  mixed  fort^ 

pentameters,  and  others  hexameters  u  (M).  But 

think,  with  the  generality  of  moderns,  that  the 

greateft 

H.  ant.  1.  ii.  c.  ult.  1.  iv.  c.  ult.  1.  vii.  c.  lo.  Phil. in 
&  lib.  de  vit.  contemplat.  ad  iin.  Orig.  ap.  Eufeb. 
xi.  c.  2. 


»^' 


t  would  think,  in- 
Scaliger  had   nevA* 
my  modern  Hebrew 
}\v  common  foever  it 
le  adds,  that  neither 
e,  nor  the  Syriacj  nor 
y  were  capable  of  fuch 
it.(i);  for  it  is  plain, 
a    thofe    fpecimens 
xterf  has    given  us 
'  fbme  of  the  poetical 
hat  it  is  as  regular 
re  have,    either    in 
Latin  ;   and   confe- 
hat  the  Hebrew  is  as 
:  the  ftrideft  poetic 
hey,   if  we  be  once 
ixing  the  quantity  of 
les.     We  may  add, 
lavc  been  fo  far  from 
metre    and  quantity 
I  dog,  that  they  have 
t  of  rhyme  to  it ; 
lather  it  be  an  orna- 


ment or  not,  is  neverthelefi  a 
confinement,    though    not  fo 
great  in  the  Hebrew  as  it  is  in 
other  tongues,  for  the  reafons 
above  alleged.    £efides,  it  ap- 
pears further,  that  the  antient 
Hebrew  ppetry  was  confined  to 
fome  certain  rules  and  relbraints, 
though   unknown  to  us,    be- 
caufe,  in  many  of  thofe  works, 
we  find  fome  letters  retrenched, 
and  others  fuperadded^  in  order 
to  lengthen  or  (horten  the  ver- 
fcs  .or  the  fyllables,  or  to  give 
a  fweeter  <^ence  to  them. 

(M)  St,' Jerom  has  ventured 
to  be  ftill  more  particular  (3)  ; 
and  to  tell  Qs,  that  the  fongs  of 
Mofes  J  the  books  oilfaiah,  Joby 
and   fome  others,"  were  hexa- 
meters and  pentameters ;  that 
the  Pfalms  were  fapphk:,  iam- 
bic, and  alcaic,  after  the  man- 
ner of  Horace    and    Pindar  ; 


Ualig.  anifaad-u.  in  cbron.  Eufcb,  p.  7;  /^f  et  f  i:«^^7^f  ^Et 
in.  Martini  Vafmutb,  Pfeifer.  Grot,  tn  Luc.u  46.         ^^ITT'J^;:. 
dfin.  (3)  Efifi.  adPaulin.  &  fr^f.  in  cbron,  Eujti>.   Vtd. 
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greateft  part  of  them,  even  thofe  two  folemn  ones  of 
Mofcs^  were  certainly  of  the  lyric  kind,  compofed  and 
fet  to  mufic,  fung  in  an  alternate  manner,  and  accompa- 
nied with  the  found  of  divers  infttuments,  and  witk 
dances  fuitable  to  the  muflc,  as  we  fhall  fliew  under  the 
next  head* 

In  the  mean  time,  though  we  willingly  excufe  our^ 
felves  from  entering  into  the  merit  of  the  caufe,  whether 
or  not  the  Hebrews  were  the  firft  inventors  of  poetry; 
becaufe  we  canndt  tell  how  much  they  may  have  broughtoif 
it  out  of  Egypt 'y  yet  we  cannotforbear  taking  notice  of 
the  vanity  of  the  Greeks^  who  attribute  the  lyric  kind  to 
Orpheus  ;  whereas  it  is  plain,  that  it  was  in  its  perfedioa 
among  the  jews  at  the  time  of  the  exod,  from  that  Or 
cellent  piece  which  Mofes  compofed  immediately  after 
their  paiTage  through  the  Ried  Sea^  which  was  upwards  of 
200  years  before  Orpheus,  fmce  he  is  &id  to  have  gon^  I 
ftrippling  to  the  Argonautic  war  ;  that  is,  at  fooneft^  al)OQ( 
,  Gideon's  time^.     We  (hall  willingly  allow  them  theisf 
vention  of  dramatic  poetry  j    which  confifting  only  id 
imitation,  and  being  calculated   to  make  inAru£Hon  go 
dotvn,  for  the  fake  of  the  diverfion  attending  it,  fuitoi 
their  rough  and  unpolifhed  genius,  fuch  as  it  was  attbt- 
time,  much  better  than  that  of  the  Hebrews^  who,  fo  E! 


V  See  Usher's  annals.  Sic  Is.  Newt.  Bedford's  chronol.&aL 

^hat  the  Lamentations  were  of  Jiave  forgot,  or  to  corred  hini' 
the  fapphic  kind  ;  and,  in  his  felf  in  another  place  (4) ;  ul 
preface  to  the  book  of  yob^  he  fays,  that  it  was  written  iaian« 
fays,  that,  from  the  third  verfe  bic  verfe  of  four  feet.    The 
of  the  third  chapter,  the  verfe .  fame  he  fays  alfo  of  the  cxixdi, 
is  moilly  hexameter  and  penta-  and  fome  other  pfalms ;  ooo- 
Bieter,  confiding  of  dady  is  and  cerning  which  we  own  ourfehet 
fpondees ;  though  he  adds,  that  wholly  in  the  dark.    All  there- 
it  is  here-and-there  intermixed  fore  that  we  can  fay  of  him, 
with  fome  other  foot  or  feet ;  and  of  thefc  learned  antients,is, 
and  that  fome  verfes,  though  that  they  give  us  their  bare 
ftill  more  irregular,  do  yet  pre-  word  for  what  they  iay ;  for 
%    ferve  fuch  a  cadence  and  har-  none  of  them  has  ventorel  fc 
mony,  as  never  foil  of  pleafing  far  as  to  give  us  any  proof  or 
thofe  who  are  judges  of  the  example  of  it ;    fo  that  the 
rules  of  poetry.  However,  with  reader  is  at  liberty  to  tadceit| 
r^fpedl  to  Mo/ej^s  fong  in  Peu-  or  not. 
ieronomy^    he  feems  either  to 

(4j  Videe^iji,  135.  adFauL  Urbic. 

augbt 


lie: 


e.  Vn.       to  the  Babylomfti  Captivity.  aoi 

aught  appears,  never  admitted  it  among  them.  For  though 
the  author  of  Job^  and  Solomon  in  his  Canticles^  introduce  ■ 
divers  fpeakers,  yet  it  is  plain,  their  defign  is  rather  toex- 
prefs  their  fentiments  in  a  more  lively  and  pathetic  man* 
ner,    than  to  reprefent  any  a£Hon,  fuch  as  commonlv 
comes  into  a  dramatic  piece.     Whereas  the  lyric,  which 
confifts  of  mulical  hymns  and  odes,  and  is  adapted  to  pro- 
mote the  glory  and  worfhip  of  God,  being  the  moft 
proper  to  infpire  that  people  with  a  more  than  ordinary 
delight  in  it,  was  chiefly  calculated  for  that  end  by  its  firft 
Hebrew  authors,  and  has  continued  in  the  greateft  vogue 
and  admiration  amongft  them  evpr  lince  ;  infomuch  that 
it  feems  to  have  been,  in  fome  manner,  peculiar  to  them. 
Again,  if  Homer  and  Firgil  are  fo  juftly  admired  for  their 
judicious  choice  of  fucfa  words   and  phrafes,    as  carr/ 
a  ftrong  idea  of  the  adion  in  their  very  found,  thofe  who 
have  but  the  leaft  knowlege  of  the  Hebrew^   and  will 
but  give  fome  attention    td  this  particular  beauty,  will 
tafily  feel  it  in  almoft  every  line  (N).    We  may  here 
add,  that  if  the  moft  beautiful  figures,  and  the  ftrongeft 
metaphors  and  allegories,  be  a  l^n  of  a  poetic  tongue, 

the 

(N)  We  fhould  be  glad  to  our  labour  will  be  loft.    How* 

give  fuch  of  our  readers,  as  are  ever,  in  hopes  that  it  may  ex-r 

unacquainted    with   the    He-  cite  a  curibfity,  in  thofe  that 

Sretv,  fome  faint  idea  of  this ;  do,  to  examine  it  more  nearly 

but,  unlefs  they  can  forget  for  in  this  view,  we  (hall  venture 

9  moment  their  lefs  mafculine  to   fubjoin  the  few   inftances 

pronunciation,  it  is  to  be  feared  following  out  of  the  pfalm? : 

Let  the  fea  roar,  and  the  fulnefs  of  it. 
Jirham  baiom  umeio-o.     Pf.  xcviii.  7. 

Xet  the  floods  dap  their  bands, 
Jfebarotb  jimkbau  capb,  ib.  ver.  8. 

The  Lord  alfo  thundered  from  heaven,  and  the  MoH  High 
gave  his  voice. 
-    Vejargbem  bajbamajim  Elobim^  vebelionyitencolo,  xviii,  13. 

The  waters  iaw  thee,  O  God,  the  waters  faw  thee;  they 
trembled,  and  the  depths  quaked.  ^ 

Rauka  mayim,  E/obim,  rauka  mayim  ;  yakbilu^  afh  jirgbezu 
tebomoth.  Ixxvii.   16. 

Mountains  ildpped  like  rams,  valleys  like  young  (heep, 
■    Hebarim  rakkedeu  ke-eiimy  gebagbotb  kibne  z.on»  cxiv.  4. 

For  God  is  high,  and  looks  on  the  humble,  the  proud  afar 
off  he  beholdeth. 

rom  Elobim^  fiapbal  yre^  geboagb  tnimerkbak  yiedagh^ 
pcxxyiii.  6. 

AU 
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the  If^ir^tt;  exceeds  both  the  Greeks  and  all  others  thtt 
we  know  of,  iii  this  particular  alfo. 
.    Of  their  inufic,  with  which  they  ufed  to  accompaoj 
and  enliven  their  poetic  performances,  we  know  litdei 
bat  from  conje£ture.     We  have  indeed  nothing  left  of  it 
that  can  alTure  us,  that  it  was  equal  to  their  poetry  s  and 
fdufie.      yet  If  we  }udge  of  the  excellency  of  the  one,  from  that 
of  the  ocher^  and' if  the  moft  elegant  and  faarmonioui 
words  and  phrafes,  compofed  upon  the  fublimeft  Aibieflii 
could  infpire  a  mufical  perfon  with  a  fuitable  melody^  it 
will  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe  their  mufic  to  have  been  other* 
wife  than  fweet,  elega^nt,  and  beautifully  varied,  tliougii 
attended  with  a  noble  gravity  anfwerable  to  the  grandeur 
of  the  fubje£i:  and  occahon.     Muiic  and  poetry  are  juft^ 
obferved  to  be  twin-fifters,  ftncf 'to  fpring  from  the  famefih 
culty  :  to  imagine,  therefore,  fa%  an '  inferiority  in  the 
former,  either  with  refpeQ:  to  com^fition,  or  mufical  in- 
ftruments,  as  fome  moderns  *hafe  done,  were  to  fuppoib^ 
'  that  it  requires  greatel**  talents  to  form  a  good  mufidan, 
tliati  a  good  poet ;  whereas  the  very  contrary  is  fo  viiiUe 
to  every  eye;     It  is  by  no  means  probable,  that  they,  wbs 
fo  greatly  excel  in  the  one,  fhould  admit,  in  the  other, 
vfuch   harfh   and    inharmonious    inftruments  &,    as  wot 

*  See  Le  Clerc's  efT.     Rhe-inferd,  Calmet,  &al.    - 

All  the  horns  of  the  wicked  will  I  break. 
Col  came  rejhaghim  agadeagh,  Ixxv,  ult. 

And  now  her  carvings,  at  once,  with  axes  and  hanuners  (k 
they  break.  * 

Vjeghatta  pettukheah'  jakhad  hacajhill  'vekalafhoth  jabakmm* 
taiv.  6. 

Chariot  and  horfe  are  caft  into  a  deep  fleep. 
Nirdam  'uarrekeb  n/ajfus.  Ixxvi.  7. 

And  in  my  God  I  will  knock  down  an  ox. ' 
Vbelobai  adelag  Jhoor,  xviii.  29. 

The  reader  will  eafily  judge  tion  to  the  beautiful  choice  of 

of  the  reft  by  thefe  few,   the  words,  where- ever  the  folded 

three  lall  of  which  are  well  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  the 

worth,  at  leaH,  that  fo  much  inflances    given    abov^,    will 

admired  one  of  Virgil^  Procum-  find  them  fall   with  a  foiiabb 

bit  burnt  bos ;  or  any  other  of  force  and  rapidity  ;  and,  wbtrt 

that  poet,  or  of  Homer.  the  fubjedl  is  of   a  contrary 

But,  not  to  dwell  longer  on  one,  he  will  difcover  iB  them 

this  elegancy,  it  will  fuffice  to  the  mod  furprifmg  fmdbthDe& 

fay  upon  the  whole,  that  who-  and  harmony  that  can  be  iitf- 

^ver  gives  any  tolerable  atten-  gined, 

I  only 
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fit  to  grate  the  ear,  and  to  fpread  the  haribeft  dif- 
through    the    beft  compofitions  ( N  }•     We  read 

of 

)  Thus  Le  Clerc  has  taken  gular  harmony  ;    though    in 

pains  to  prove^  that  the  its  etymon  it  figni£es  a  lovely 

r  tscilsule,  which  oar  ver-  inftrument,  frpm  D^y  t^gah, 

after  the  Septoagint,  ren-  to  love,  ordeh'ght  in,  to  doat 

ymbals,  were  only  a  cou-  upon.    But,  not  tojniift  upon 

f  hollow  demiglobes    of  the  name,  it  is  plain  this  iniiru- 

or  feme  other  tinkling  ment  was  known    before  the 

f  ^nd  about  fix  inches  in  flood  (4) ;    and  it  is  fcarcely 

:ter,  which   they  ufed  to  crcdibieitfhould  have  received 

one  againft  another,  like  fb  (mall  an  improvement  in  all 

of  cailanets  ( i ) ;  becaufe  that  long  interval,  and  in  a  na- 

id  fbme  fuch  inftrumentf  ^ion  where  poetry  and  mufic 

re  been  in  ufe  among*the  Jbad  been  fo  highly  cultivated. 

Its,  and  becaufe  t\m  root  .    ^he  C=3>u;b^  JhaliJhim^GBC 

%l  doth  often  fig^ify  fp  ^f  thb  in^uments  with  which 

.  Etyrnologies  are  at  b^  the  women  came  to  meet  Saul 

uncertain,  and  \txy  often  (5),  and  which  the  Septuagint 

ilous.   We  own  that  fuch  tranflate  cymhala^   St.  Jfrom^ 

ng  inHruments  were  ufed  fiftra^  and  our  verfion  inflru- 

g  the  antients ;   but  the  ments  of  mufic,     is  fuppofed 

!lion  which  the  pfalmift  to  have  been  of  a  triangular  fi- 

%  oi  txikceU fiamaih  ^xA  gure,   like    the   A,    through 

h  tirughab  (2),  and  the  which  were  ftrung  a  parcel  of 

inilruments    wbich    he  rings,  fo  that  the  inftrument 

with  them,    do  at  leail  being  ftruck  with  a  ftick,  or 

fomething  more  mufical,  fhaken  by  the  hand,  made  the 

ce,  andmafimline,  if  not  rings  ilrike  both  againfl  it  and 

melodious^tha^i  two  fuch  one  another,  and  caufed  a  moH 

;lobes.  inharmonious  jarring.  But  if  it 

e  fame  may  be  faid  of  mufl  needs  be  fuppofed  to  have 

my  bugaby    which  we  been  triangular,becaufe  the  word 

\tt  the  organ,  and  which  Vi;>t'\t^  implies  the  number  three 

ught  by  our  ihodems  to  (though  it  might  as  reafonably 

been  no  more  than  a  row  be  fuppofed  to  mean  an  inflru* 

or  eight  pipes,  of  differ-  ment  of  three  fb-ings,^  and  a 

engths   and    notes,    and  very  mufical  one  too),'  we  fee 

i  was  played  by  pafSng  no  reafon  why  its  triangular 

fucceffively    under    the  form  might  not  be  defigned  to 

1>P  (3)-     According  to  contain   a  fet  of  firings    one 

lefcription,  it  mufl  have  longer  than  another,  in  order 

incapable   of  any    re-  to  be  played  upon,  either  with 

Ste  bis  ejfay  qn  Heb»  poetry  in  hibliot.  univerf*  tom»  ix.  ad  Jut*  &  a!:b, 

W.  cJ.  5.                        (3)  Jbid^  vetf  A,  (4)  Gerts  'v.  z\, 
^am»  xviii.  6, 

fticks. 
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of  eight  and  ten-firinged  inftruments  in  vogue  among 
them»  of  the  nebel  and  kinor^  which  we  conje^ure  to  be 
like  the  lute  and  harp  ;  and  from  which  the  Greeks  bad 
their  nabla  and  cinyra.  '  They  had  like  wife  feveral  kindi 
of  wind-inftruments,  fuch  as  the  trumpet,  flute,  anl 
what  feveral  antient  and  modern  verfions  call  the  organ, 
whatever  rcfemblance  it  might  have  to  ours.  To  tbefe 
they  joined  the  drum,  and  perhaps  the  kettle-druffli 
(which  we  take  to  be  the  inftrument  fpoken  of  in  the 
]ail  note) ;  efpecially  when  their  mufic  was  accompanied 
with  dances,  as  it  generally  was ;  and  thefe,  if  artfulijr 
touched,  could  not  but  give  a  wonderful  cadence  te 
them. 


flicksy  as  our  old  dulcimers,  dr 
with  the  fingers,  like  the  harp. 
As  for  the  account  which  the 
Jenvijh  writers  give  of  thefe,  and 
feveral  other  moiical  inftru- 
ments  mentioned  in  holy  writ, 
it  is  Hill  more  pitiful.  But  this 
is  not  fo  much  to  be  wondered 
at  \  their  muficat,  as  well  as 
theirpoetic  genius,has  left  them 
long  ago ;  but  if  thofe,  who 
are  judges  of  either,  can  fup- 
pofe  fuch  a  vaft  difparity  be- 
tween them  to  be  poffible,  and 
that  the  dulleft  and  mod  unmu- 
fical  inflrumen  ts  were  ufed  to  en- 
liven the  harmony  of  the  mod 
fublime  poetry,  we  freely  own 
we  cannot  join  with  them ;  and 
that,  though  it  be  ever  fo  im- 
poflible  to  come  at  any  notion 
of  the  nature  and  fymmetry  of 
thofe  inftruments,  yet  we  can- 
not forbear  thinking,  that  they 
muft  have  been  vaflly  more  fuit- 
ablc  to  it,  than  any  of  thofe 
which  our  moft  diligent  fearch- 
ers  have  yet  been  able  to  difco- 
yer. 

It  would  be  loft  labour  to  go 
about  giving  a  further  account 
of  all  the  various  kinds  of  mu- 
(ical  inftruments  mentioned  in 
holy  y/rit,  which  the  Jewijh 


rabbies  reckon  to  the  namber 
of  34,  by  taking  the  titles  of 
feveral  pfalms,  fuch  as  mSe^^ 
Jigaiotty  Jheminitby  &c.  for  par- 
ticular inftruments   on  whick 
thefe  pfalms  were  to  be  played, 
But,  fetting  even    thefe  afid^ 
there  will  be  ftill  atleaft  twenqf 
different  forts  left,  which  le 
fhall,  however,   forbear  mea' 
tioning,  Becaufe  we  know  ft 
little  of  them,    and  have  ft 
little  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  widi 
the  conjectures  of  conunenta* 
tors  about  them.     All  that  le 
(hall  fay  further  is,  that  dief 
were  of  three  kinds ;  nauMlfi 
I .  wind-inflruments,    fuch  n 
the  feveral  ibrts  of  flutes,  troa- 
pets,  and  the  organ;  2,  ftriDgd 
inftruments :  of  this  kind  woe 
the  harp,  lute,  inftruments  of 
three,    eight,  or  ten  ftrinp; 
and,  3,  fuch  as  were  beat  ei- 
ther by  the  hand,  or  witk  a 
ftick,  as  the  tabor,  drum,  ket- 
tle-drums, and  fuch-Iike.  To 
go  further  upon    the  fabjefi, 
would  be  venturing  in  thedbuk. 
The  reader  may,  if  he  pkaft^ 
fee  a  fuller  account  of  them  tf 
Calmet\  diifertation,  quoted  ia 
p.  206. 

But 


t 
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But  if  we  may  judge  of  the  excellence  of  the  Hebrew 
lufic  from  its  wonderful  efFeds,  fuch  as  we  find  it  had 
>on  Saul  in  his  moft  melancholy  and  diflradted  moods  ', 
id  in  calming  the  fouls  of  the  prophets,  and  fitting  them 
>r  divine  infpiration  ^,  which  is  no  more  than  the  Greeks 
ill  us  of  their  own,  and  which  can  hardly  be  denied 
ithout  giving  the  lye  to  a  cloud  of  antient  authors ;  we 
lall  be  forced  to  own,  that  it  was  vaftly  more  moving 
lan  any  thing  we  have  now.  And  indeed,  what  wonder 
t  it,  that  it  (hould  have  attained  to  fuch  perfedion,  if  we 
onfider  the  great  diflance  of  time  between  its  firfl  author 
fubal^y  and  Mofes  ?  and  that,  from  the  time  of  the 
atter,  it  was  in  conilant  ufe,  both  in  their  worfhip,  in 
heir  religious  and  civil  feftivals,  in  their  public  and  pri- 
vate rejoicings,  and  even  in  their  mournings  5  witnefs 
;hat  which  David  competed  on  the  death  of  Saul  and 
fenathan  <»,  and  the  lamentations  of  Jeremy  at  the  death 
©f  king  Joftah  (O)  ? 

From 


2-^5 


^   I  Sam^vi.  23.  vid.  &  xix.  7,  &  feqq.       ^  2  Kings  iii.  15. 
*  Gen.  iv.  21.    '    **  2  Sam.  i.  17,  &  feqq. 


(O)  What  fartherimprove- 
Hent  it  may  have  received  from 
Oa^viiTs  time,  maybe  eafily 
pteiTedy  if  weconfider  the  great 
SDCouragement  which  that  mo- 
larch  gave  it :  he  was  a  good 
nafician^  as  well  .as.  an  excel- 
ent  poet ;  and  how^  inach  a 
iHnce^s  inclinatioq,  cqiuributes 
o  the  advancement  iDt  any  art, 
B  obvious  to  every  one.  To 
i^hat  a  height  then  may  we  not 
oppofe  it  was  improved  by 
Jiofe  4000  Levites^  whom  he 
Brbolly  devoted  to  that  province, 
under  the  tuition  of  288  excel- 
(ent  maflerSy  with  Afaph^  He- 
wian^  and  Jedutbun^  at  their 
hiead  (9)  ?  The  law  had  already 
provided  for  their  maintenance 
another  way  ;  fo  that  nothing 


could  intercept  or  divert  their 
application  to  fo  delightful  an 
art.  Befides  thofe,  who  ailifled 
conftantly  by  tiirns  at  the  altar 
of  burnt-oflfering,  we  read  like- 
wife  of  women  who  applied 
themfelves  to  mufic  both  vocal 
and  inftrumental ;  fuch  were 
HemarCs  three  daughters  (10), 
and  thofe  which  are  mentioned 
by  the  pfalmift  (11).  Their 
kings  had  alfo  their  owa  mufi- 
cians  of  both  fexes  (12).  Some 
of  the  pfalms,  efpecially  the 
xxth,  xxift,  and  Ixxiid,  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  compofed, 
in  order  to  be  fung  on  the  day 
of  their  inauguration.  The 
xlvth,  and  the  Canticles^,  are 
reckoned  a  kind  of  epithala- 
mium  proper  for  a  wedding- 


(o)  I  Cbron,  xxiii,  5.   XXV.  7,  &  fcqq*  (10)  Jhid,  wr,  5^  6, 

(ii)  Ffrl.  Jxviii.  45.  (12)  1  Chrott*  xxv.  a.     2  ^am.  xix.  35. 


Etclef,  ii,  8. 
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From  all  this,  the  reader  may  eafily  judge^  whether 
it  be  credible,  that  an  art  of  fo  long  .ftanding^  (o  mvuit 
admired,  encouraged,  fo  univerfally  pra£tifed,  and  capf 
bie  to  caufe  fuch  wonderful  efFeds,  could  be  fo  coarfe  aol- 
plain,  as  to  condft  only  in  the  variety  of  voices  and  iih' 
'ftruments,  playing  all  to  the  fame  notes,  without  ait)r« 
combination  of  even  bafs  and  treble,;  much  lefs  of  tM- 
other  parts,  which  make  up  the  foul  *of  mufic  ^ ;  tpk 
that  chance,  at  leaft,  (hould  not  have  l^d  thenf  to  obferrth 
the  harmony  of  fome,  as  well  as  the  ^laTlhnefs  of  othor 
compound  notes,  fo  as  to  point  out  this  improvement  W 
them,  in  fo  long  a  time,  and  among  fuch  variety  of  voice)' 
and  inftruments.  For  our  part,  we  think  it  as  difficult 
to  imagine,  as  it  is  to  account  for  the  furprifing  effe£b  woA 
read  of  it,  from  bare  fimple  tunes,  how  fine  and  me* 
lodious  foever.  One  thing  feems  more  than  probobki 
from  the  ftyle  of  feveral  of  the  pfalms,  and  the  freqHeof ' 
tranfition  from  the  firft  to  the  third  perfjn ;  that  it  yrm 
performed  alternately,  one  part  of  the  chorus  anfweriogj 
to  the  other,  at  proper  ftanzas  and  divifions,  not  unlike 
the  choirs  of  our  cathedrals  ^  What  other  imgfpveiatM. 
they  might  have  made  to  this  art,  which  we  are  whel^ 
ignorant  of,  i^  nob  fo  eafy  to  ^uefs  at,  as  bow  aoa 
when  they  noight  be  loft  (P). 

What' 

«         ii  •      •  • 

*  See  Calmet  diiTcrt.  de  mufic.  Heb.  ^  B£B^oi:i>*^ 

di(coQrfe  orf  the  fame.  * 

diay.    We  have  feen  like  wife,  obje6led,  that  the  rouging  cff 
that  they  had  pipper  pfalms  and  the    Utbrew^     its   aboaiid&J{. 
hymns,  not  only  at  the  temple,  with    confoiMtnts,      gillkiin(% 
iar  every  gieat    feflival,  and'  and  monofyllables,  makes  it  fl^ 
other  public  occafions,  but  alfo  unfit  for  mufic,  that  it  wodl 
at  their  jprivate  feafts,  fuch  as  be  even  madnefs  to  atttito(t  it- 
weddings,   circumqifions,   and  Were  this  indeed  really  iUL 
the  like.    In  a  word,  no  nation  it  would  at  once  ex{>lode  al 
feems  to  have  been  fonder  of  that    we    have    (aid  od   tU 
mufic  than  tl^e  Jews ;    info*  other    fide  ;     bat    we    Mi 
much  that  though  the  Bahyio-  we   have   already    fiifficidMy 
nijh  captivity  had  made  them  fhewn  the  contrary,  ia  iliWf' 
hang  their  harps  on  the  wil-  hath  been   faid    hitherto  4ri& 
lows ;  yet,  at  their  return*  we  that    head.      We^*  may  eM' 
find  they  brought  back  a  troop  venture  to  aiHrm,    that  faM.* 
of  200  muiicians  of  both  fex-  pieces  of  Hehrrw^  %iviuc]i^w#, 
es  (13).  have    fet    to   iiiitable   mvSc, 
(P)   It  is  indeed  generally  would  eafdy  convince  any  an* 

(13)  Esirtt  U,  65, 

partiil 
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What  has  been  faid  of  the  Hebrew  mufic  may  be  alfo 
fuppofed  of  their  dances  ;  namely,  that  thofe  which  were  of 
a  reh'gipus  nature  were  generally  more  grave  and  folemn^ 
than  their  other  forts ;  but,  whether  confined  to  rules,  or . 
direded  only  by  cuftom  and  imitation,  whether  circular, 
as  is  generally  fuppofed,  or  of  any  other  form,  we  can 
only  guefs  by  thofe.of  other  antient  nations.  But,  even 
this  being  all  conjeSure,  and  not  worth  a  further  inquiry, 
we  ihall  pafs  to  another  fubje£^,  better  known  to  us  ;  re« 
ferring  the  reader,  /6r  a  more  full  account  of  the  Hebrew 
poetry,  mufic,  i^c.  to  the  authors  quoted  in  the  mar- 
gin *». 

Of  the  language^  tvritingj  and  learnings  of  the 

Jews. 

THEIR  tongue  was  the  Hebrew^  fuch  as  we  have  it  Hebrew 
in  the  writings  of  Mofes^  and  other  facred  authors. /^«^«/. 
We  (hall  find  a  more  proper  place  to  give  the  mofl  proba- 
ble  etymon  of  that  name ;  being  far  from  thinking,  that  it 
was  called  fo  from  Heber^  in  whofe  family  aloae  it  had  been 
prcfqrved  in  its  purity,  asthe'parentof  alttherefl,  asfome 
authors  have  imagined  %  -^What  we  have  ftid  formerly, 
both  about  the  confufion  of  languages  in  general,  and  of 
the  uncertainty  of  the  Hebrew  being  th«  mother,  much 

n  Vide  Mercbr,  Skikard^  Meibon,  Gomar,  L».Clerc, 
Calmet,  &  al.  °  Vide  ao£l.  fup.  citat. 

^  .  ■ 

partialjudge,  that  this  obje£tfon  fbftnefs  we  are  now  fb  taken 
.iswhollyimaginary,^ndfpfings  with.  We  are  well  fatisficd, 
partly  from  the  want^  of  due  on  the  contrary,  thaf  many  of  ^^ 
attention  on  that  negkded  us,  who  fondly  imagine,* that 
tongue,  and  partly  ^m  our  -our  age  hath  raifed  mdfic  to 
preient  unaccountable  fondnei^  its  zenith,  would  be  ftrangely 
for  the  modern  Italian  talle.  furprifed  to  find,  by  comparing 
It  is  even  certain,  from  the  our  moll  admired  performances 
excdlent  eompofitions  which  with  thofe  of  two,  three,  or 
havir  b^n  •  made  in  our  more  ceift dries  paft,  that  fome 
own-  native  Engtifif  though  of  its  nobleft  beauties  and  ex- 
in  itoft  refpedts*  (gutturab  ex-  cellencies  are  quite  lofl ;  which 
ceptied,  which,  by  the  way,  are  will  not  be  recovered  till  the 
far  from  tmmufical)  the  moft  world  has  recovered  its  genuine 
like*  the  Hebrru^  of  any  mo-  taftc,  that  is,  perhaps,  not  till 
dern  language,  4  that  the  per-  we  have  a  new  heaven  and  a 
iedtion  of  muiic  doth  not  cob-  new  earth. 
fik    in  that    fmooth    finking 

Icfs 
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leJTs  the  original  tongue,  doth  fufliciently  expofe  the  fond- 
nefs  of  fuch  a  notion.  We  fliall  not  therefore  repeat  what 
has  been  faid  already  P,  but  confine  ourfelves  to  what  was 
there  promifed  ;  namely,  to  give  fome  further  account  of 
the  genius,  and  of  thofe  particular  excellencies,  of  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  for  which  it  is  fo  generally  fuppofed  to 
have  been  the  mother  of  all  others  (Q.). 

But  though  we  allow  the  preference  to  the  Hebrew  to 
this  refpeA,  yet  we  have  already  proved  etymologies  toU 
too  uncertain  a  foundation  to  build  upon  :  if  therefoie 
this  laft  has  any  advantage  over  the  reft,  with  refped  ti 
its  being  a  mother  rather  than  a  daughter  to  any  of  thefB^ 
it  muft  be  upon  the  account  of  its  nrnplicity,  its  purendS| 
energy,  fecundity  kii  meanings  and  expreffions,  notwiA* 
Handing  its  natural  barrennefs  of  words  ;  over  and  aboV9 
its  great  affinity  to  all  the  antient  tongues  mentioned  k 
the  laft  note,  and  which  it  feems  to  excel  in  all  thefe  pipj 
ticulars.  To  this  may  alfo  be  added  the  fignificancy  of  tfe ; 
names  both  of  men  and  brutes,  the  latter  of  which  arj 
generally  allowed  to  exprefs  their  nature  and  properties  ia 
this,  more  than  in  any  other  known  tongue  ;  not  to  iiiiil| 

P  Vide  vol.  i.  p.  348. 


(QJ  Here  we  do  willingly 
^ve  up  the  conceit  of  fome 
antient  fathers  ( i ),  who,  from 
the  words  of  the  pfalmifl(2)y 
nvhen  he  (Ifrael)  came  out  of 
Egypt,  and  heard  a  language 
nuhich  he  knenv  not,  have  ima- 
gined, that  to  the  many  fa- 
vours which  God  fhewed  to 
that  people  at  their  deliverance 
out  of  Egypt,  he  added  this 
one,  of  inlpirine  them  with 
an  immediate  knowlege  of 
that  facred  tongue.  As  to  what 
is  ^rther  urged  in  i&vour  of  it 
by  fome  critics,  that  we  find 
in  it  the  greated  number  of  the 
aptefl  etymologies  and  roots, 
both  of  men  and  things,  the 
fame  has  been  alfo  urged  in 
£ivour  of  the  Cbaldee  and  Sy- 

(i)  Origen,  Ub,  iii.  ewt,  Celf,  Gregor.  Nyjfen,  orat,  i% 
ret.  ^afi.  6i.  in  Gen,  fif  a/,         (a)  JPfsl,  Ixxxi.  s« 
§rigtn»  Antwerp,  lib»  V.  pajf. 


riac,  Arabic,  Etbiopic,  Aftt_ 
nian,     and    almofl    of   en* 
ry  eaUern  tongue  ;     and 
need  not  wonder  much  at  il| 
£nce  it  is  no  niore  than  wkt 
a  FUmiJh  antiquary  has  eBd» 
voured  to  do  with  refpeft  i 
his  own  native  one  (3),  6onl 
confiderable  number  df  etyoil^ 
logics  of  primitive  naiiiei,M 
of  Adam  from  Haus-dam,  Sm 
from  E*u-vatf  Abei  from  Buh 
beigf    Cain  from  ^t 
and  many  others^  which  ate  fa 
forced  and  unappoiite,  that  otf 
would  have  rather  taken  ittf 
a  burlefque  upon  etymolofft 
than  for  a  ferious  pieces  III 
he  not  been  at  fuch  paiai  11 
tell  his  readers,  that  hejvatil 

very  good  eameft. 

< 


(3)  Gtrtf.  SKm 
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e  antiquity  and  venerablenefs  of  its  writings  above 
lers  ;  all  which  feem  to  fpeak  much  more  in  fa- 
)f  this  than  of  any  other  language.  From  all  this 
ay  reafonably  conclude,  that,  if  we  could  know  it, 
j^as  in  Mofei\  time,  we  might  find  ftill  greater  argu* 
i  on  its  fide  (R). 

T,  as  far  as  we  underfiand,  and  are  able  to  judge 
at  this  great  diftance,  and  from  thofe  few  books  we 
left  of  it,  this  will  hardly  be  contefted ;  that  its  genius /i/V/n  and 
c,  primitive,  natural,  and  exa£Uy  conformable  to  ^tg^nius, 
\  limplicity  of  the  Hebrew  patriarchs  ;  its  words  are 
fe,  yet  expreilive ;  derived  from  a  fmall  number  of 
,  yet  without  the  ftudied  composition  of  the  Greek 
Zoman.  It  has  the  happieft  and  ^icheft  fecundity  in 
rbs  of  any  tongue,  citner  antient  or  modern  ;  which 
from  the  variety  and  fignificancy  of  its  conjugations, 
of  which  even  imply  a  whole  phrafe,  and  cannot 
:n  exprefTed  in  any  other  without  paraphrafmg  (S). 

It 

)  It  mufl  be  owned,  how-        (S)   Thus,  for  infiance,  to 

that  feveral  learned  cri-  love,  to  be  loved,  to  love  vc- 

lave  obferved    feme   de-  hemeptly,    to  be  loved  vehe- 

in  it,  as  we  have  it  now  mently^  to  be  made  to  love, 

le   facred    books,    which  or  to  be  loved,  and  to  love  one's 

y  (hew,  that  if  it  was  the  felf,  are  expreffed  by  the  fame 

al  tongue,  and  the  |>arent  verb  with  a  fmall  variation ;  in 

e  rell,  it  muft  have  fuf-  fome,  only  of  the  points,  and 

many  changes,    foch  as  in  others,  of  one  or  at  moft 

Diing  a  great  number  of  two  letters.    Thus,  again,  the 

imitjve  roots  and  idioms,  change   of  conjugation    doth 

xiopting  thofe  of  ftrange  make  a  verb  exprefs  a  contrary 

IS  (4).     Of  this  number  fenfe  or  aAion,  as  to  blefs  and 

merally  allowed  all  roots  curfe,   honour  and  difhonour, 

have  above  three  letters,  to  root  in,   qr  caufe  to  take 

»  very  many  fcriptural  root,  and  to  root  oututterly. 

s,  whofe  roots  are  intirely  Pronopns  and  prepofitions  are 

However,   this  is  plain  only  fingle  letters,     put   the 

the  books  we  have  dill  former  at   the  end,   and  the 

t,  that  from  Mo/es'%  time  latter  at  the  beginning  of  a 

te  Balylonifb  captivity  it  word.     The  grammar  is  finv- 

nned  the  fame,  without  pie,  eafy,  and  natural.  There 

iifible    improvement,  or  ts  no  difference  in  their  nouns, 

d  without    any    chaage,  but  what  is  abfolutely  neceflary 

t  for  the  better  or  for  the  to  exprefs  gender  and  number, 

e.  and  tneir  oifesaredillingttifhed 

Vlh  Cm,  di  verity  rti.  Chr.  me,  16,  &  feqp  ^  €mi9%  in  Gin,  it, 
dtmomf,  tvmv,  Gmkr,  Cltsvtr,  Utm.  Cattl,  Q  si,  mdt^ 

oCJlh  ?  Ibj 
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I T  is  indeed  far  otherwife  with  their  way  of  writa^ 

though  we  (hould  allow  it  equally  eafy  and  natural  H. 

write  from  the  right  to  the  left  as  diey  did,  or  from  d|0^ 

left  to  the  right,  as  the  Greeks^  Romans^  and  moderns,  £  jj 

for  whether  we  take  it  to  have  been  the  fame  with  Aepn*] 

fent  character,  in  which  we  have  the  facred  books,  wiuckj 

yet  is  univerfally  now  allowed  to  have  been  the  old  Jf>\ 

Jyrtan^  but  introduced  only  fince  the  Bahylmijh  captivit|rij 

or  whether  we  take  it  to  have  been  the  old  Samariua,l 

which  has  been  preferved  only  in  fome  few  medals,  audi 

the  Samaritan  ptnt2LtevLchy  vmich  is  now  themoft  reonvd 

opinion  ;  fure  it  is,  that  the  former  feems  rather  to  M 

been  contrived  for  beauty  than  expedition,  whilft  tbe  Ukl 

is  the  fartheft  from  either,  and  is  perhaps  the  moft  unontkj 

and  unnatural,  the  moft  puzzling  and  unfightly,  thateitr 

was  invented  ;  infomudi  that  it  is  fcarcely  credible,  tbatfe 

judicious  a  perfon,  as  Mefds  was,  would  ever  have  nude] 

ufe  of  it^  if  he  had  known  of  any  better  being  extant  t] 

that  time.     This  the  reader  will  bi?ft  judge  of  by  dK 

alphabet  following ;  by  which  he  will  fee  fufficient  realbij 

to  juftify  Ezray    and    thofe  who    changed    it   for  ds| 

more  elegant  and  commodious  AJfyrian^  if  they  did  realf  | 

fo,  and  the  Samaritan  was  indeed  the  old  one. 

Tie 


hj  articles,    which  are  only 
£ngle  letters  at  the  beginning 
of  the  word.    The  fame  fim- 
plicity  runs  through  all  the 
xnoocfs  and  tenfes  of  their  verbs, 
and  indeed   throughout  their 
fyntax  and  concordance.  Their 
words  ibllow  one  another  in  an 
eaiy  and  natural  order,  with- 
out intricacy  or  tranfpofition, 
without  fufpending  or  clog- 
ging the  fenfe  by  long-winded 
periods,   b    that  their   %le 
could  not  but  be  extremely 
free  and  clear,  whilft  it  conti- 
nued a  living  tongue  ;  and,  if 
in  fbme  cafes  it  appears  other- 
wife  to  us  at  dus  great  di- 
fiance,  it  i^  owiiu;  either  to 
.its   frequent  allouons  to  ca- 
iloms  and  things    then    uni- 
verfidly  imderfiood,  and  fince 
loft,  or  to  our  bdng  in  the 


\,' 


dark  about  the  true  meanif 
of  a  great  number  of  wordi^ 
and  proper  idioms,  which  «e 
are  forced  to  feek  for  in  die 
Chaldii  and  Arabic^  tho*  ofin 
without  fuccefs,    and  feUoii 
with  any  tolera.ble  certainty  c( 
having  found  the  right  oii 
Some   of  their    mannon.lf 
fpeaking  there    are   likerili 
'  which  feem  to  us  fiat  and  hh 
couth,  which  will,  upon  ttl 
examination,  appear  not  idr 
the  moft  natural  and  e^i. 
but  argue,  perhaps,  a  ckiii 
and  more   ibUd  ju^giMat 
thofe  thatnfed  theau    Off 
nature    is   their    inl 
perfbns,    in  their  , 
fpeaking  their  own  W0n]%{ 
ftead  of  afieding    to 
them. in  their  nam^  J  itii,iit' 
tnmuioe,  toe  oooboob  Jbw  v 
4  ■  -  'ili 
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Th6  Hebrew  Alphabet. 


Suoanfean.    Chaldee.      Names. 


Power.        Numbai.        Final. 


/f 

{») 

\  Aliph 

Affiration 

1 

^ 

n 

2  Beth 

B 

2 

Tt 

> 

3  G/m^/ 

G 

3 

^ 

^fiaietb 

D 

4 

\ 

n 

SHe 

H 

5 

X 

1 

6Vau 

V 

6 

^ 

T 

7  Z«/« 

• 

z 

7 

^ 

n 

8  Ci^/Zi^ 

Cb 

8 

V 

« 

^Tetb 

Tth 

9 

m 

> 

lO  /0^ 

^jy 

10 

• 

a 

0 

II  C<?/^ 

K' 

20 

1 

509 

I 

> 

12  Lamed 

L 

30 

*iS 

D 

.13  Af<f/v 

M 

40 

t=a 

600 

2 

3 

14  AiK/y 

N 

50 

I 

700 

^ 

D 

15  ^^7ixr/i 

S 

60 

A 

y 

16  -<^//f 

Hgb  ngb 

70 

^ 

D 

17  Peh 

Ppb 

80 

n 

Sod 

•m 

y 

18  Tsstf^^ 

The 

90 

V 

900 

p 

P 

19  Cop% 

K 

100 

^^ 

lOCO 

s 

n 

20  J^^ 

R 

200 

^M 

u; 

21  ^^>r 

Sbf 

300 

A- 

h 

22  l^au 

Ttb 

400 

»  divine  writtrs  to  expitfs 
snxfelves  thus;  And  God 
^d  to  Abrah^un,  /  am  iby 
M,  and  thy  txcetiing  grkat 
nkrd.  inflcild  ^,  Gob  ibid 
igWufnt,  /i^^i^  i'ir    ^lij'as   bit 

Utl.     And  mht^tn  fiiid, 

i*Ubilrfd^'^4^.  This,  c^tt^x 
le'lbMMf^y  fi  the  cbnfUht 
iffiiA  dF  1^  tlie  wfttfera'of 
aOld  Tcftament ;  but»  whe- 
ttrlftrilO  it  #U1  be  allowtd 


That 

ad  way  of  writing,  it  cannot 
be  dienled  to  be  a  ^e^tain  thak-k 
of  the  mod  antient  fimpliciQr, 
whkh  we  cannot.iay  doth  Hin 
with  the  like  ScxiaakCf  ^d 
{Huthefs  thit>i])2^  the  Cbaldke, 
much  leis  in  the  Syriac,  AM- 
bicy  and  other  antioit  tyA^oeis ; 
ib  that  ufton  all  thefe  tos^unts 
thfe  MAy^  ft^ekns  to  Ud  if^- 
lift  fil-  b&ing  tlie  parent  of  the 
ktft.  The  Ci6iiA/^f  bears  a 
great  affinity  to  it,  but  feems 
to  havi  bc«n  i^  cfflOiSicdited, 
that  we  cannot  botboktipta 


a  1 2  ^i>e  Hijiory  df  the  Jews  R I 

Bow  That    this  is  the  exaft  number  and  order  of  their 

known.  letters,  is  demonftrable  from  thofe  acroftic  pieces,  both 
in  the  pfalms  and  elfewhere,  whofe  every  half  or  whole 
verfe,  or  every  other  verfe,  begins  with  one  of  thefe 
letters  fucceffively,  as  we  mentioned  it  under  the  laft 
article.  It  is  likewife  univerfally  agreed,  that  the  Sa- 
maritan letters  are  either  the  (ame»  or  very  ncftr  fo, 
with  the  old  Phcentcian.  This  we  have  hinted  already  r  5 
and  it  is  far  from  improbable,  that  the  old  Egyptian  was 
alfo  very  like  It  •;  fo  that  Mofes^  who  was  learned  in  all  the 
wifdom  of  Egypt,  might  write  his  laws  in  that  charafler. 
Whence.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  indeed  thinks,  that  he  had  it  from  die 
Midianites^ ;  and  we  have,  in  more  places  than  one  of 
this  hiftory,  concluded  it  highly  probable,  that  not  only 
they,  but  all  their  trading  neighbours,  had  the  art  of  writing 
very  early  " ,  though  it  be  not  poflible  to  determine  whe- 
ther each  nation  had  a  peculiar  one  of  their  own,  or  the 
fame  in  common  to  them  all,  much  lefs  to  afcribe  the  in- 
vention of  it  to  its  true  author  (T). 

How- 

'  Vid.  vol.  ii.  p.  33.  •  Vid.  Plutarch,  lib.  dc  daemon. 

Socrat.  KiRCHER.  Voss.  Capel.  ^  al.  mult.  <  Chronol. 

p.  210.  ■  Vid.  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  152.  &  alib. 

* 

''              it  rather  as  a  daughter  than  iince  thty    produce    a    book 

a  mother  to  it.     However,  as  which  they   pretend   to  have 

nothing  can  be  politively  de-  been  written  by  Adam^   the 

cided  on  either  fide,  we  fhall  character  of  which,  tho'  dif- 

only  obferve  further,  with  re-  ferent  from  all    others  (28), 

fpe£t  to  the  Hebre^y  that  it  is,  might  have  given  thp  hint  to 

of  all  others,  the  moil:  con-  thofe  alphabets  that  have  fince 

cife,   mafculine,  pathetic,  and  been  ufed.     But  as  their  aa- 

freeft  from  lightnefs  and  bom-  thority   weighs    but  little  in 

bail ;  upon  which  accounts  a  this  point,  others  have  attri- 

judicioi^s  author  fays    of  it,  buted  it  to  Seth^  upon  the  au- 

that  it  comes  neareft  to  the  thority  of  jofephus,  who  tells 

'  language  of  fpirits,  who  (land  us,  that  he  caufed  his  aibono- 

.in  no  need  of  words  to  con-  mical  difcoveries  to  be  engra- 

vey  tb«ir  minds  to   one  an-  ven  upon  two  pillars,  deiigned 

;  other  (27).  to  continue  proof,  one  ag^iinft 

(T)  Were  the  Saheans  to  be  the  flood,  and  the  other  s^ainft 

.  relied  upon,  we  fhould  not  be  the  confl^ration  (29)  ;  others 

.  long  to  feek  for  the  firft  in-  to  Enocb^    becauie    St.  Jude 

ven  tor  of  writing  and  letters,  quotes  a  prophecy  of  )m  (30), 

(27)  Fltury  Meturs  des  Jfratlitu,  cb,  20.    See  a!f§  BellamttHe*s  prtfiiu  /» 
hh  Hebrew  grammar,  ^c,  (28)  Herbeht.  kikU9t%  Qritut*  /•  7»^« 

;  (29)  Ant,  /.  1.  c»  3.  (30)  JB^sJ^.  Jud.  vtr,  14, 


(30)  JSl>gf.  Jud,  vtr,  14, 

"   *  which 
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However,  though  it  be  now  the  moft  received  opi-Samari- 
nion,  that  the  Samaritan  was  the  antient  Hebrew  chan-tan,  wit- 
&tXj  yet  it  has  been  ftrenuoufly  •ppofcd  by  feveral  learned f^  /Ar 
men  ».     The  Tabnudi/is  not  only  fuppofe  the  contrary  all^*^^ 
along,  but  have  declared  tbemfelves  fcxr  the  Chaldee  chara*^'''^^^* 
Aers  even  in  that  place,  where  they  have  been  quoted  for 
die  oppofite  opinion  ^  (V)  i  and  mere  feems  to  have  rua 

an 

■  Hotting,  cont.  Morin.  Postbl.  Buxtorp.  jiui.i  &  al. 
^  Tra&  fanhedr.  ap.  Walt,  prolegom. 


which  they  think«muft  have 
been  handed  down  in  writing, 
tho*  much  more  probably  by 
tradition;  others  again  to 
iVMi^^and  to  Jbrabam ;  but  the 
hi  greateft  part  of  both  Jews 
and  Chriftians,  antient  and 
modem,  to  Mo/es,  whom  very 
many  diink  to  be  the  fame 


and  diredion  of  God  ;  but.^ik 
hints  nothing*  like  I^  being 
taught  to  read  them,  or  his  in- 
ftmdi]^  others;  much  left 
that  fuch  a  way  of  writing 
was  taught  him  by  Goo  him- 
felf,  and  till  then  unknown  to 
the  worid  1  which  drcnmftanoe 
he  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to 


with  the  Egyptian  7boutb  or  have  omitted,  iiad  that  been 

Hermes,  mentioned  in  the  hi-'  the  cafe.    The  reader  may  fear 

fiory    of    that   nation    (31)/  this  point  notv:  more  kamediy 

Among  thefe  laft,  fbme  believe  difcnfled  in  a  late  treadfe  oft 


that  the  firft  writing  was  that 
upon  the  two  tables ;  and  that, 
confequently,  God  did  fiitt 
ihew  it  unto  Mo/es,  who  taught 
-it'  to  Aaron,  Jeftmay  and  the 
70  elders,  Moft  of  the  Jews 
are  of  the  fame  opinion,  and 
fome  of  them  add,  that  there 
was  an  alphabet  engraven  alfo 
upon  the  tables,  along  the 
margin,  in  order  to  teach  him. 


that  ihbjeft,  to  which  we  muft 
refer  him,  for  fear  of  digreffing 
beyond  our  limit  (32). 

(V)  The  miractdous  power 
by  which  they  affirm  the 
niiddle  of  the  p  and  O  to 
have  been  fnpported,  in  the 
two  tables  whicbM^j  brought 
from  ^e  mount,  and  which 
they  pretend  were  engraven 
quite  thro*  the  ftones,   doth 


and  his  people,  the  way  of  phunly  ihew,  that  they  did  not 
reading  &e  decalogue.  But  mean  the  ^«)9Mrf/«v,  bot  Ci&«A 
the  reverie  of  all  this  feems    dee  \   becaufe,  in  the  fermer. 


implied  in  the  account  which 
that  lawgiver  has  left  of  his 
receiving  thofe  taUes :  he  fays, 
indeed,  that  they  were  ^t- 
ten  by  the  finger,  or,  as  the 
phrafe  implies,  by  the  order 


the  C3  num  hath  nothing  in 
its  figure  that  requued  foch  a 
fapernatural  fnpport.  As  to- 
the  pafikge  quoted  out  of  ths 
Tahnnd  by  fTalten,  and  thofe 
that  have  followed  him,  in  fa- 


(31)  Ita  rahhin,  fir,  cmH.  ArtMphan,  EufoUm,  Vidijup,  W.  x.  /.  565;,  9 
slik.pajf.  Vide  &  Ana^b,  Qf  Evptkm.  ap,  Emfeb.  frip.  Hk.  is.  c.  I7>  iS* 
Rabbin,  fir,  omn,  Lud,  Vivet  comm,  m  o»  AnitiB,  dt  civit,  Dei,  lib,  XfiH* 
e.  29.  Gr»t,  not,  in  verit,  rii,  Cbr,  Butt.  dimZm,  tvanr.  Gale  cmrt  of  th§ 
gentU.  p.  ^6.  &  al,  ianumr.  f  3a)  Ste  Winder  bift,  •/  kaawleit,  pari 

fi.  eb,  i,  &  feqq , 

P  3  voar 


,^biHilb^.  of  tie  Jcto  .ft| 

an  univerfal  confent  to  them  through  all  their  fuccefflil 
ever  fince.  Among  thofe  of  the  Chriftians,  who  have  dw 
clared  themfelves  on  that  fide,  one  *  has  taken  an  unfpeak^ 
able  deal  of  pains,  to  prove  the  Chaldee  chara6ier  to  betb 
genuine  alphabet  of  nature,  becaufe  no  letter  can  be  rigjidfi 
founded,  without  difpofing  the  organs  of  fpeech  into  aifa 
uniform  pofition  with  the  figure-  pf  that  letter^ 

The  misfortune  Ts,  that  all  his  fine  reafoning,  and  whU-. 
f;v*r.elfp  is:urgcAby  othpis,  oil  that  fi(}e  of  the  qM.<  " 
intirely  overthrown  by  one  id£^  if  autheptlCf  produced 

«  F.  M.  ?.  Van  Helmont  alphabet,  natun       :^ 


vour  of  the  Samaritan  againft 
tl)fl  Cbaldu^  or,  as  that  place 
calls  it,  the  JffyrioM  letters, 
if  thofe  authors  had  but  l^ad 
the  patience  to  have  read  a 
little  further,  they  would  have 
found  feveral  anfwers  to  it, 
wiiich,  tho*  neither  definitive 
nor  (atisfsidtory,  yet  plainly 
fliew,  that  the  compilers  \yere 
of  a.  quite  differed  opinion, 
^e  fi^ll  not  trouble  the  rea- 
der with  the  whole  pafTage, 
but  only  fubjoin  the  mofl  n>a- 
terial  things  they  anfwer  in 
favour  .of  the  Chaldee  ;  the 
firftof  wjiich  is  to  this  pur- 
pofe.  We  have  ftiU  our  co- 
lamns,and  our  vaus  (intimating 
thereby  the  likened  of  the  i 
to  a  column  with  its  chapiter, 
fach  as  its  name  iniplies  in  the 
Mebreiw',)  whereas  the  Sama- 
ritan vau  has  nothing  in  its 
figure  that  bears  the  leaft  re- 
femUance  to  it.  The  next  an- 
fwer it^  that  it  is  faid  in  the 
book  of  Eftber  {33),  that 
Mariecai  wrote  unto  all  the 


nations,    acoording   to 
wntins  and  language,  ami 
the  jew4  alfo,    acdordiig 
their  language,  and  writfiyi 
which  laft,  it  is  there 
would  have  been  needle&, 
the  preient  Hebrew  had  I 
theoldv^r/os  charatei^ 
the  Jenv4  had  already  adop 
it,  mftead  of  the  old  St 
/Off,  or  any  other.    Totiiai 
flibjoined  a  further  qi 
or   ohjeftion.  Why  then 
thofe  charafl^s  called  D"^^ 
ajbrm  ?  to  which  the  anlwtr 
given  is ;  From  the  /z/ruijr 
beatitudes    contained    in  ^\ 
meaning,  in  the  (acred  boobj 
written  in  that  chara^. 

We  beg  leave  to  obft^ 
here,  that  we  are  nol»i>*| 
eating  the  anfw^rs  of  the  W  i 
mudiftsy  which  muft  flap'  ^ 
fall  aocordtng  to  their  wortil' 
but  only  ihew  how  l^jMf 
they  have  been.quoted  « '^ 
fide  the  que&ion,  whick  tto 
have  mod.  plainly  dePftP' 
themfelves  agaioft. 


il 


(33)  EJihervul,  9, 


U 


s*^ 
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the  other  fide;  namely,  diat  of  theold  7rtt;(/i  flickcl  here 

annexed,  which  is  infaibed  on  the  one  »dc>  T  H  £  S  H  £- 


KEL  OF  ISRAEL;  and,  on  the  reverie,  JERU- 
SALEM THE  HOLY;  not  only  in  this  Sflimn-j- 
iaii  character,  but,  as  there  is  fomc  rcafon  to  fuppofe,  in 
the  ytru/a/mWc  dialed  (X].  We  have  referred  thefUrthcf 
particulars 


(X)  Some  of  thefe  ffiekeli 
were  in  the  pofli^lfiaD  of  Mai- 
tmmii/tj,  and  rabbi  AKariai, 
among  the  yrwt;  and  of  Meri- 
aiu,  Mantanui,  ViUalpandust 
apd  others,  among  the  Cbri- 
ftians.  The  mark  on  the  one 
fde  it  ffipiiofed  to  have  beep 


^i-os'tmiracalQUS  rod  budding  • 
forth  almonda.j.  and,  on  the 
other,  the  pot  of  manna.  Tiie 
letters  over  this  lafi,  not  beiag 
plain  enough,  are  varioull/con- 
jefiared  to  Hand  for  the  name 
of  God,  of  Ifratl,  Datnd, 
Jtrufaitm,  and  the  lUce  ;  a« 
P  4  for 


yi  1  ^  ^he  Hijtory  of  the  Jews  B.  t 

particulars  of  this  coin,  and  its  infcriptions,  to  Ac  M 
note  ;  and  only  obferve  here,  that,  by  the  nanie  of  Ifrad 
in  the  iirft,  could  not  be  meant  the  ten  revolted  tribes, 


for  the  infcriptions  round  tbofe 
two  fides,  'bating  a  fmall  va- 
riation of  the  charader  and 
ipelling  between  thofe  extant 
coins,  'they  plainly  anfwer  to 
thefe  in  the  modern  Hehreuu ; 
on  the  one  fideP^^iU^'  >p^ 
J^eke/  Ifratl  j  and,  on  the  re- 

vcrfe,  n\ihipn  C2«!?vi;n%   or 

Jerujhalaim  hakadoJhah^^tXMiz,- 
Icm  the  holy  (33). 

Thus  then  the  ^guinent  in 
favour  of  the  Samaritan  chara- 
cters feems  to  aipount  to  a  de- 
monftration.    We  can  fee  but 
two  things  that  can  be  objef^ed 
againft  it  with  any  colour  of 
teafon ;  the  firft  is^  that>  conli- 
dering    the    notorious    cheats 
which  have  been  impofed  upon 
the  world,  with  refpeA  tocsins 
and  medals^  we  fhould  be  well 
alTured  of  the  genuineneis  0/ 
thefe,  before  we  venture  to  de- 
cide in  fo  weighty  a  point.  The 
next  is,  that,  allowing  them  to 
be  genuine,  and  to  have  been 
coined  before  the  revolt  of  the 
ten  tribes,  which  is  more  than 
probable  from  what  we  have  ob- 
lerved  above  of  one  fide^s  being 
infcribed  the  Jhihel  of  IJraely 
yet  they  may  as  likely  have 
been  the  tribute-money  which 
either  the  Samaritans,  or  fome 
of  tYitCanaanitiJh  nations,  paid 
cither  to  Da*vidj  Solomon,  or  to 
fome  of  his  fncceifors.     What 
gives  this  latter  a  greater  &ce 
of  probability  is,  the  difference 
pf  chara£lerand  fpelling  between 
thofe  coins ;  and  which  cannot 


be  fo  well  accounted  for,  ifm 
fuppofe  them  to  have  bebng^ 
to  a  fingle  people,  efpedulf 
that  of  l/rael.     But  if  theft-  \l 
veral  nations  of  Canoim,  fa 
inftance,  were  obliged  tofiattp' 
thefe  infcriptions  on  their  tri- 
bute-money, in  token  of  didr. 
fubjediion  to  the  Hebrews ^  we  || 
fhall  not  be  to  feek  for  the  m- 
fon  of  this  difference.     Nov 
fuch  an  exadUon  is  (b  £sur  fiMl 
improbable,  that  we  find  it ktt 
been  prad^ifed  afterwards,  lif 
feveral  conquerors,    upon  tlil 
people  they  fubdued;  aDd«l 
may  have    occaficHi  to  flieVi 
in  the  fequel  of  this  work,  thit 
fome  nations  have  even  diofai 
to  iacrifice  th^ir  lives,  ntfaff 
than  to  comply  with  this  m 
iingle  mark  of  fubje^on.  Wi 
.  pretend  not  to  detei;mine  oad- 
ther  fide  ;  but,  if  we  may  be 
permitted  to  fpeak  ourthoogbs 
concerning  the  SamaritoB  sod 
Pbienician  chara£ters,itisplaii| 
that  ^s  they  were  never  oka* 
lated  for  eafe  and  expedidoi, 
fuch  as  ppe  might  reafiMttkly 
expedl  among  thofe  trading  11* 
tions,   but  rather    to  coocol 
learning   from  the  vulgar,  ai 
the  Egyptians  affe&ed  to  do ; 
fo,  if  they   were  really  oUer 
than  Mofes,  and  he  chofe  to 
write  his  laws  in  them,  prefer* 
ably  to  any  other  that  m^ 
then  be  in  ufe,  one  canicuto 
fuppofe  any  other  reaiba  fer 
it,  than  that  of  preferviif  n 
awful  regard  to  them. 


(3^  ^/*  *»*•  «l*  W^lfn,  fitppleiH,  in  ffUgtm,  d*  fmder,  p,  ^'^•&%^ 

beaqft 
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becaufe  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  Jertd/alem  tht  holy^ 
"which  is  on  the  reverfe.  There  are  alfo  feme  pregnant 
proofs,  that  it  could  not  belong  to  the  Sajnaritans  after  the 
captivity;  one  of  which,  among  the  reft,  is^that  their  ha- 
tred againft  the  yews  was  grown  to  Aich  an  height  by  that 
time,  that  they  would  have  fufFered  any  thing,  rather  than 
be  forced  to  flamp  fuch  an  infcription  upon  their  coins. 

HThe  reader  may  fee  the  whole  argument  at  length,  in 
the  authors  quoted  in  the  margin  ^  ;  from  which  the  Sama^ 
riian  charafter  is  proved  to  have  been  the  antient  Hebrew y 
and  not  that  which  has  been,  and  is  ftill,  ufed  by  ^^Jews 
and  Chrijiians  under  that  name. 

These  chara£ters,  notwithftanding  their  great  afEnity 
to  the  old  Phoenician^  if  they  be  not  indeed  the  fame  with 
tiiem,  and  the  vaft  progrefs  of  this  latter  all  over  the  worlds 
>i70uld  have  been  intirely  loft,  had  it  not  been  preferved  to 
us  in  the  Samaritan  pentateuch  ;  by  the  help  of  which^ 
yurt  have  been  able  to  decypher  both  the  infcription  of 
thefe  fhekels,  which  have  given  fo*  great  a  light  to  this 
controverfy,  and  of  fome  other  Phoenician  medals,  of  no 
3e(s  ufe  in  other  parts  of  antient  hiftory.  But  though  we 
lave  had  no  copies  of  that  book  till  within  thefe  200  years 
(Y),  and  confequently  no  knowlege  of  thofe  (hekels  till 

^*  7  foma 

y  MoRiN,  SiMONy  Calmet,  Whiston,  &al, 

(Y)   Archbiftvop    UJher    is  rafter  itfelf,  wc  (hall  not  prc- 

the  perfon,  to  whom  we  are  be-  tend  to  decide  whether  tYitPhae* 

holden  for  the  firft  copies  that  nicians  had  it  fron^  the  Hi* 

ever  were  brought  into  f«r^r;  brews ^  or  theie  from    them, 

the  frequent  mention,  which  he  Sure  it  is^  indeed,  that  Mo/es 

met  with  of  it  in  fome  of  the  is  the  oldefl  writer  we  know  of 

authors  quoted  above,    would  (36]  >  but  whoever  coniiders  the 

not  fuffer  him  to  be  at  reft,  as  vaft  interval  between  the  crea- 

he  ezpreftes  himfelf  (34),  till  tionof  theworld^and  the  dine 

he  had  procured  five  or  fix  of  in  which  he  wrote,  the  great 

them  from  Syria  and  PaUftine^  increafe  of  mankind,  their  early 

and  had   carefully    examined  commerce,  arts,  fciences,   and 

them.     What  his  obfervations;  the  like,  will  hardly  think  the 

and  thofe  of  other  learned  men,  knowlege  of  letters  to  be  fo  re* 

are  concerning  that   book,  is  cent  as  that  lawgiver's  writings, 

foreign  to  our  purpofe ;    the  It  will  be  more  reafonable  to 

reader  may  confult  the  authors  divide  the  honour  of  that  in. 

quoted  in  the  margin  about  it  vention,  and  its  gradual  im« 

(35)*  ^^^  refpedt  to  the  cha-  provements,  among  more  na. 

{^)  Epifi.  ai  Lud,  CaptL  (35)  l^rin,  Jijfert,  Hotting,  cottt.  Monn, 
F,  Simon,  bifi,  »rittc,  u.  r.  Stntimetits  de  quelque  tbeolog.  de  Holland^  Prideau* 
mne^.  t,  ii.  /,  Ti,     (^)  Sm  mndirU  bif,  9/  Uaming,  W.  ii.  f .  i,  &7«yf« 

tions^ 


av*  tbt  Uyiory  of  the  Jtm%  %l 

fome  time  after,  we  muft  not  think  the  Samaritan  penti^ 
teuch  had  been  unknown  till  then,  or  that  the  Cbalda  had 
pafled  till  then  for  the  original  Hebrew  charaAer.  On  ibc 
contrary,  we  find  the  former  often  mentioned  by  Ibme  of 
the  iatheis,  and  other  antient  authors  r,  the  greateft  p«t 
of  whom  (efpecially  of  the  fathers)  wereof  opiobn,  that 
the  yews  exchanged  their  old  Samaritan  for  that  more 
beautiful  Chaldee^  which  is  now  in  ufe  with  them^  after  thdr. 
return  from  the  Babylonlfl}  captivity,  whilft  the  Samaritan  ' 
chofe  to  preferve  the  antient  one.    This  opinion  was  likp- 
wife  embraced  by  many  modern  critics,  even  before  thdi 
Samaritan  copies  were  brought  into  Europe^  thooeh  by  % 
hx  greater  number  fmce  thefe  additional  teftimomes  mt 
been  brought  to  light.    There  has  been,  however,  a  dari' 
clais,  who  have  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  di&reno^ 
by  affirming  that  the  antient  Jews  had  two  torts  of  ciur 
raders,  the  facred  and  the  vulgar;  the  firft  of  whidi tbey 
pretend  was  the  Cbaldee  now  in  ufe,  and  the  latter  the  &►  ' 
maritan  '  ;  but,  as  they  have  given  no  reafooable   proof 
for  fuch  a  diftmdion,  it  has  been  iuflly  reje^lsed  as  chiow- 
rical  ;  and  indeed,  if  they  had  really  had  two  fuch  forts  oE 
charaders,  one  would  rather  have  luppofed  the  Samarita 
to  hav«  been  the  facred,  for  the  reafons  ^lentioned  in  a 
former  note, 
fjy^  It  has  likewife  been  a  famous  difpute  among  the  learned, 

fointj  9r  whether  the  Hebrews  ufcd  any  vowcl-lctters,  or  whether 
vvwelt^  the  points,  which  are  now  called  by  that  name,  werefub* 
ftituted  inftead  of  them  ;  and,  if  the  latter,  whether  thqr 
are  as  old  as  Mofes^  or  invented  by  Ezra^  or  by  the  Maf^ 
fer.etes.  It  is  not  our  defign  to  enter  into  that  fpadous 
field  of  controver/y,  which  has  exercifed  the  wits  of  the 
iQofl  learned  critics  of  the  two  laft  centuries,  and  is  &r 
£cam  I>ci^9  ^  yet,  adjufted  by  thofe  of  the  prefent.  It 
will  be  fufficient,  we  hope,  to  acquaint  our  readers  with 
the  moft  received  opinions  upon  thofe  two  heads,  and  to 
refer  th^m,  for  further  (atisfadlion,   to  the  autho]:3  vifa^ 

7  Vid.  Orig.  heacapl.  Hieron.  in  £zek.  ^  alib.  Eusif. 
Cjbsar.  Tarsens.  Cyrix..  Alex.  Procop.  Syncelu  &^ 
*  RfiL  AzARiAH  Ab.  de  Bart^nor.  Postel^  BvXtor>| 

QONTIKG.  SCHAMBAT,  &  al. 

tioot,  and  perhaps  more  ages^    patriarchs,  he  would  not  haivo 
than  one;  for,  without  all  per-    failed  recording  him,  as  wdl 
adventure*  had  he  known  it  to    as  the  inventors  of  mofi^  foigc 
have.been  the  invention  of  one    ing,  and  foch-likc* 
man,  d^ecially  of  one  of  the      . 

have 
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have  treated  on  thofe  fubjcfls  ex  profijfo.  As  to  the  firft, 
it  is  now  the  general  opinion,  that  the  alephj  he^  vauy 
iodj  and  ain^  did  fcrve  inftead  of  vowels,  though  they  were 
fometimes  omitted,  or,  as  the  grammarians  term  it,  under* 
flood,  io  their  declenfions  and  conjugations,  and  often  va- 
ried in  their  found,  and  had  fometinies  the  power  of  con- 
fonants,  as  our  j  and  v  ;  but,  for  this,  we  refer  our  readers 
to  the  grammars  of  that  tongue.  Sure  it  is,  that  the  Sa^,  d  \a 
maritans  never  admitted  bf  any  others,  though  ^^ey  rea-^'^'c  ^ 
dily  read  their  Hebrew  pentkteuch  by  the  help  of  their  5^--:*-n, 
maritan  charadler.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  ChaU  ' 
dee^  Syriac^  and  Arabic^  which  laft  did  not  begin  to  ufe 
points  till  fevcral  centuries  after  Christ  :  nay,  the  Jews 
themfelves  never  admitted  them  in  their  fynagogues,  no 
not  even  to  this  day.  So  that  it  is  plain,  notwithftanding 
the  many  objeflions  that  have  been  raifed  againft  it,  that 
it  may  be,  and  is,  eafily  read  without  thofe  points,  which 
feem  only  invented  for  the  greater  eafe  of  learners,  and 
to  preferve  the  true  pronunciation  of  that  tongue.  All 
that  needs  be  added,  with  refpe£t  to  their  letters,  is,  that 
in  the  facred  books,  as  we  have  them  now,  fome  words 
have  one  letter  bigger  than  the  refl",  others  lefs,  fome  at 
the  beginning,  fome  in  the  middle,  and  fome  at  the  end  of 
a  word  ;  fome  are  fufpended,  or  ftand  higher  in  the  line, 
and  others  are  turned  upfide  down  (Z). 

The 

(Z)  We  hope  it  will  fufltee  a  great  many  centuries  before 

to  have  jufl  hinted  thefe  Ma/-  that  art  was   thought  on,  and 

firet'ic  obfervations,  which  are  have  been  religioufly  conveyed 

not  worth  dwelling  longer  upon,  down  to  us  in  the  fame  form, 

onlefs  we  could  be  fatisHed  both  both  in  the  written  volumes, 

about  the  antiquity  and  deiign  fuch  as  they  have  always  ufed 

of  thefe  variations ;  which,  for  in  their  fynagogues,  and  in  their. 

avght  we  know,  may  be  owing  printed  books  iince  the  difoo- 

to  chance ;  and,  if  they  were  very  of  that  art,  as  having  been 

done  with  a  defign,  yet  would  defignedly  fo  written  by  their 

puzs^le   an  Oedipus  to  find  it  infpired  penmen,  either  to  con- 

out.     However,  thus  much  we  vey  fome  extraordinary  myfte- 

thought  needful  to  fay  about  ryy  or  to  imply  fome  exccl- 

tbem,  becaufe  an  unwary  read-  lence  or  commendation,  if  the 

er  might  elfe  be  eafily  led  to  letter  be  of  the  larger,  or,  if 

think,   that  thefe    di£Ferences  of  the  fmaller  kind^  (bme  di-, 

happened  fince  the  invention  of  minution  and  contempt  of  the 

printing,  bec^fe  fuch  miftakes  thing  fignified  by  the  word  in 

are  apt  to  happen  frequently  in  which  they  are  placed;  or  at 

pdnted  boo^  i  but  it  is  plain  \is»&.to  raife  either  agreater  de*. 

|hey  have  been  taken  notice  of,  fgxt  of  attention  to  the  fabjeQ^ 
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ntiran-      The  antiquity  and  authority  of  the  points  is  the  next 

tifuityandxiAiig  in  difpute  :  Jiws  and  Chrijiians  have  been  much  di« 

Muihority  vided,  one  part  attributing  them  to  Mofes^  and  making 

£aUed  in    them  equally  authentic  with  the  text  \  and  the  other  to 

quefiioh,    E%ra^  and  the  men  of  the  great  fynaeogue  ;  till  the  famous 

Elias  Levita  *,  a  learned  German  jeWj  who  flourifhed  at 

Rome  about  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century,  did  make 

it  appear,  that  they  had  never  been  in  ufe  till  after  the 

finiihing  of  the  Talmud^  that  is,  according  to  him,  about 

500  years  after  Christ.     His  book  foon  raifed  him  a 

cloud  of  adverfaries,  both  of  his  own  nation,  and  of  Chri-^ 

ftiansi     Among  the  latter  were  the  two  Buxterfs^  who 

produced  fome  cabbaliftical  books  of  great  antiquity,  at 

leaft  boafted  as  fuch  by  the  Jews^  in  which  there  was  cx- 

prefs  mention  of  points  (A).     Thefe  were  anfwered  by 

CapelluSf 

^  Eli.  Levit.  prasfat.  3.  mMaforath  Hammafbr. 


of  which  we  have  had  occa- 
£on  to  give  an  inftance  under 
a  former  note  (i). 

As  to  the  numbers  which  we 
have  fet  over-againfl  each  let- 
ter, it  mud  be  obferved,  that 
they  are  thofe  which  the  Jews 
llave  made  ufe  of,  time  out  of 
mind  ;  but,  as  to  the  divine 
penmen,  they  never  made  any 
ufe  of  them  for  numerical  let- 
ters, but  always  wrote  the  num- 
bers in  words  at  length  :  which 
we  the  n^ore  willingly  take  no- 
tice of,  becaufe  fome  chronolo- 
gers,  in  imitation  of  the  cab- 
baliflical  yews^  have  pretended 
to  find  out  and  fettle  dates,  and 
rectify  epochas;  as  the  latter 
pretend  to  find  out  the  weight 
and  meafure  of  things,  by  the 
help  of  thefe  numerical  letters ; 
and  both  yews,  and  fome  cab- 
baliflical  Cbrijitans^  to  find 
out  myfleries  in  them.  Thus 
it  is  pretended,  that  the  letter 
N,  which  iignifies  either  i  or 


1000,  occurs  fix  times  in  the 
firil  verfe  of  Genefis^  to  denote, 
that  the  world  fliall  kfb  jaft 
6000  years  in  the  condition  it 
is  now  in,  after  which  it  is  to 
be  renewed.  But  all  this  i& 
faid  without  the  leafl  proof^that 
they  were  ufed  to  any  fuch  par- 
pofe,  either  by  the  infpired  wri- 
ters, or  even  by  the  antient 
yews, 

(A)  Thefe  books  are,  die 
"tva  habir,  ^^7X2  Kobar,  and 
the  nyn  koxri,  Thcfirftof 
thefe  is  pretended  to  have  beei 
written  a  little  before  oar  Sa- 
viour's time ;  and  the  feoond, 
which  quotes  and  refers  to  it, 
not  much  above  a  century  after. 
As  for  the  koxriy  the  JVwi 
will  have  it  to  be  about 
1900  years  old,  and  to  have 
been  an  account  of  a  conference 
between  a  learned  ^^zu  and 
the  king  of  Cboxroes,  in  which 
the  latter  was  converted  toja* 
daifm  (2). 


(l)  See  Before,  p.  lo.  (H).  (2)  De  bis  vid.  iib,  jfuchafin,  f,  43« 

ftf  feaq,   R,  j^zaria,  c.  19.     Buxtorf,  Cape  I ,  Morin,  BaCnaz,   fef  aL  vid* 
&l(.Niett9.Cbcfriil. 
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Capellus^  and  other  critics,  till  Morinus^  having  examined 
all  that  had  been  urged  on  both  fides,  wrote  his  learned 
diilertation  on  that  fubje£b,  againft  which  there  has  been 
nothing  replied  of  any  confequence  ;  whereas  his  opinion 
has  been  univerfally  applauded  and  confirmed  by  thofe  that 
have  come  after.  So  that  it  plainly  appears,  that  neither 
Origen^  nor  St.  yerom^  nor  even  the  compilers  of  the  Tal- 
mudy  which,  according  to  him,  was  not  finifhed  till  the 
fevcnth  century,  knew  any  thing  of  them  ;  no,  nor  even 
any  of  the  Jewijh  rabbies,  that  wrote  during  the  eighth 
and  ninth  centuries.  He  adds,  that  th«  firft  footfteps  he 
met  of  them  were  in  the  writings  of  the  rabbies  Aaron 
Ben-AJher^  chief  of  the  weftcrn,  and  of  Mofts  Ben- 
Naphthaliy  chief  of  the  eaftern  fchool  ;  that  is,  about 
the  middle  of  the  tenth  century.  So  that  they  can  hardly 
be  fuppofed  older  than  the  beginning  of  it^  (B). 

At 

*>  Vid.  MoRiN.  diiTert.  biblic.  Capel.  arcan.  pun£lat.  Sc 
diatrib.  Valton.  prolegom.  Dupin.  Voss.  Wasmuth,  &  al. 
mult. 


In  thefe  three  books  mention 
is  made  ofpoints  once  or  twice, 
and  the  latter  has  this  expreffion 
about  them  ;  that  they  are  the 
fame  to  the  letters,  that  cloaths 
are  to  a  modeft  woman,  who 
dares  not  be  feen  without  them. 


date;  and  that  none  of  thoie 
books  have  been  quoted  or 
mendoned,  during  that  lime, 
by  any  author.  Other  objec- 
tions, urged  by  the  Buxtorfs^ 
and  others,  againft  the  recent - 
nefs  of  the  points,  the  reader 


Were  the  boafted  antiquity  of    will   find   fully   anfwered  by 
thefe     books    unquedionable,    Monnus,  and  the  authors  quo- 


there  would  be  an  end  at  once 
of  the  argument ;  but  the 
y€*ws  fidelity  in  fuch  things  is 
loo  well  known  to  be  relied 
upon.  However,  what  ihews 
the  impofture  of  them  is,  that 
there  are  things  in  them  which 
muft  have  been  written  about 
loeo  years  after  their  fuppoied 


Long  points. 
lA  Aamets    a 

T 

&j  txire       e 


Semibriefs. 
N  patacb 


ted  after  him,  a  little  higher. 

(B)  We  fhall  venture,  how- 
ever,to  fubjoin  a  fhort^>edmen 
of  thofe  points,  for  the&ke  of 
our  EngUJh  readers.  They  are 
reckoned  fourteen  in  number; 
all  of  them,  one  or  two  ex- 
cepted, placed  under  the  letter, 
as  follows: 

Quite  brief?* 
fti  Jhe<va        c 


a 


e         N  chatifh'fattah  I   I 


*Sl  €hirick    i  gaM  ^  chirick  I . 
TM  cbolem    o  *  catw    y 


&I 


1^  cbolem    o 


v;  chateph'fegol     c  X 
M  cbaiefh'cametTn.  ^ 


5» 


^  boiim     o 
M  kiUuiK.  a 


121 


It 
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Maflbre-   which,  it  muft  be  owned,    that  their  labour,  in  ddb; 
^c  ohfir*V' two  tt{pe&s,  has  proved  very  ferviceable  to  tbelearodb; 

nvbat  u/e.  ^^^^^  -^  ^^     ^^^  p^j^^p^  ^^^.^ 

is  what  they  carefully  avoided. 
The  reafon  of  it  will  appear 
by  what  follows.  And,  as  no 
veriion  has  as  yet  redified  it, 
we  {hall  take  the  liberty  to 


fubjoin  the  literal  tranfladoii 
thofe  three  verfes,  acconliiig)ii 
their  and  our  pun^tioi^-  dti 
our  readers  may  fee'  wMJ 
ought  to  be  preferred. 


According  to  the  MafToretic. 

2  The  Lord  ihall  fend  the 
rod  of  thy  power  out  of  Sion ; 
be  thou  ruler  in  the  midft  of 
thine  eneihies. 

3  Thy  free-will  people,  in 
the  day  of  thy  power,  in  the 
beauty  of  holinefs ;  from  the 
womb  of  the  morning  is  die 
dcwof  thy  birth. 


j^ccording  to  our  ptmSaim, 
2  The  Lord  ftiallfeodtbl 
rod  of  thy  power  out  of  ^m 


3  Rule  thou^   in  the  mil { 
of  thine  enemies,  thyfrce-fli 
people,  in  the  day  of  thy  powfj  p^ 
in  the  beauty  of  holinefs. 


.^ 


In  the  iirft  of  thefe  the  reader 
will  fee,  that  the  placing  the 
full-point  after  enemies  ftrikes 
off  the  next  words,  thy  free- 
will people^  from  being  either 
the  accufative  of  the  verb  mi 
redehf  rule  thou^  going  before, 
or  from  having  any  connexion 
with  what  comes  after.  So 
that  thofe  words  Hand  fo  un- 
grammatically there  by  them  •• 
ielves,  that,  to  niake  fenfe  of 
the  verfe,  iroft  vtVfions  have 
l)een  forced  to  make  it  the  no- 
minative of  a  verb  Which  they 
have  fubllituted  to  it  of  their 
own.  Thus  one  of  our  ver- 
iions,  that  in  our  Common- 
prayer  book,  words  it  thus  ; 
In  the.  day  of  thy  power ^z?// 
the  people  offer  free-tjoill offer- 
ings \  where  the  words  fiall 
offfir  are  added  to  make  up  the 
ienfe,  and  the  order  inverted, 
by  placing  the  wordsj  in  the 
.tUiy  of  thy  power 9  before  them. 


4  From  the  womb  ofd^j 
morning  is  thedewof  tbybirtk 

contrary  to  the  ft^««?;.  Tli 
in  our  JBible  is  ftill  wider  fittl 
the  original,  though  it  ^^\% 
tutes  lefs,  as  the  reader  o 
fee  by  comparing  it  with  « 
here,  which    is  exadly  littfl] 
and  plain.     According,  tlla^l 
fore,  to  this  pointing,  thci» 
fes  in  queflion   may  be  faiilf 
commented  as  follows : 

2  The  Lord  (hall  fend  ^ 
rod,  or  fceptre,  of  thy  poW 
out  of  Sidny  that  is,  out  of  fc 
tribe  of  Judah.  Compare 6k 
xlix.  I  a,  .and  pf.  Ixxviii.  6S. 
3  Rule  thou  over  thyfree-vil 
people  (for  none  but  fuch  ait 
m  to  be  Christ's  fufcjefbs 
fee  M(itth.  xi.  29.),  in  tk 
midil  of  ^hine  enemies  ^t^ 
and  Heathens^  or,  in  a  (piritMl 
fenfe,  the  world,  the  fi^,  wi 
the  devil),  in  the  day  of  iftf 
power  (that  is,  when  all  poiff 
ihall  be  given  him,  bod  ii 
heaven  and  earth,  ihttkm 

XXftk 
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nd  that  t{icy  have .  made  the  knowl^e  of  the  facred 
ooks  much  eafier  and  expeditious  than  it  could  have 
een  without  it.  Their  other  produAions,  tho'  equally 
(boriousy  are  of  a  more  trifling  nature ;  they  invent- 
i  a  great  variety  of  other  points,  fome  rhetorical,  fome 
lufical,  and  others  critical  \  the  former  of  which  were 
efigned  to  keep  upf  the  right  cadence  and  chant  of  the 
^ehrevjy  and  the  latter  to  fix  the  fenfe  of  ambiguous 
»laces  in  their  own  way  ;  all  which  grew  as  various^  nu- 
nerous,  and  intricate,  as  they  were  indeed  ufelefs,  and  ^ 
n  fome  cafes  ridiculous.  From  thefe  they  fet  themielves 
ibout  numbering  the  verfes,  and  even  letters,  and  middle 
ferfes  of  every  book  5  and  to  fet  down  how  often  every 
etter  of  the  alphabet  occurs  in  each  book.  And  as  the 
lefign  of  all  this  labour  was  to  prevent  any  miftakes^  ad- 
litions,  omiflions,  or  alterations,  creeping  into  the  text  ; 
Eb  it  plainly  intimates,  that  they  were  confdous  of  its 
having  done  ib  before;  and  that,  qotwithftanding  all 
tleir  pretended  care  and  fcrupdkus  exa£lne(5  in  tranfcri- 
^g  them,  they  had  not  been  able  altogether  to  avoid 
bme  fuch  mifchances. 

The  materials  thev  wrote  upon,  as  well  as  the  inftru-  Wf^at  ih$ 
tient  they  wrote  witn,  may,  iii  feme  mdafure,-  be  ga-  jews 
^cred  from  fome  places  of  fcripture.     As  to  the  former,  <{<;r9/# 
t  is  plain,  that  their  firft  writing,  namely  the  decalogue^  upon. 
^  upon  tables  of  ftone.     But  it  is  likely,  that  Mofes 
hade  ufe  of  a  lefs  heavy  and  cumberfome  material  to 
Irrite  the  reft  of  his  laws  upon,  fuch  as  the  Jhittim^  or 
ftmc  other  hard  wood.     This  way  of  writing  upon  tables 
TO  ftill  in  ufe,  not  only  in  lfaiab*s  days  c,  but  even  con-, 
linued  fo  till  our  Saviour's   timed.     But,  befides  thefei 
We  find  frequent  mention  made  in  Job^  the  Pjalm$^  and 
yi  the  prophets,  of  their  wridfig  upon  rolls  *,  which  are 
ceafonably  fuppofed  to  have  been  made  of  flcins,  or  of 
BHnb  pliaole  matter,  fit  to  roll  up  or  round  ;  for  fo  the 
iriginal  word  imports  (F).     And  we  have  the  teftimonies 

of 

«  Ifiu.  )cxx.  8i  **  Luke  i.  63.  «  Job  xxxi.  jj, 

|6.    P£  xK  7.    Ifai.  viii.  i.    Jerem.  xxxvi.  44  £dek;  ii.  9, 
iii.   I,  &feq.     Zechar.  v.  ^^ 

PDoriii*  i8»)»    in  the  beauties  (F)    nbjlt>  Megiiab   comes 

of  Iicdinefs  (which  is  the  pecu-  from  bbjl  gaUa/,  which  figni" 

Gar  chara£lerifHc  of  Christ^s  fies.  to  roll  up,  as  <volumen  from 

Iftign,  and  of  his  religion}.  ^whuo ;  aniWerable  to  whkh. 

Vol.  III.  (i.                               the 


226  ^The  Hi/l^  of  the  Jtws  Ki 

6f  Herddotus  ^,  and  Diodarm  Siculus  g,  that  the  hnUm 
and  Pkrfians  ufed  the  ikins  of  fheep  and  goats  to  write 
upon,  long  enough  before  king  Pergamus^s  time,  Vfbo  k 
rather  therefore  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  improver  dan 
the  inventor  of  parchment  K  Thefe  rolls  differed  in  die 
ftze,  according  to  the  fubje£t  they  contained^  and  the 
character  in  which  it  was  written  ;  fo  that  fom6  of  them 
had  feveral  (kins  fewed  to  6ne  another  lengthwife.  The 
yews  retain  them  to  this  day  in  their  fynagogues*  The 
lines  were  not  continued  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
Ikin,  much  lefs  of  the  roll,  but  were  conveniently  di- 
vided into  columns.  This  is  what  b  meant  by  what  our 
verfion  renders  leav^,  in  that  phfce  of  yeremiab  i,  where 
the  king  cut  the  roll  in  pieces^  after  they  had  read  ^ree 
or  four  pages  of  it  (G).  Of  this  fort,  we  fuppofe,  vras 
alfo  the  book  of  the  law,  which  the  high-prieft  found  in 
Jofiah's  timek  (H). 

We  do  not  find,  that  they  had  any  fchools,  or  colleges, 
for  the  inftruftion  of  their  youth,  if  we  except  thofe  of 
the  prophets,  which  were  of  a  different   nature,  as  we 

^  Lib.  V.  '  lib.  ii.  *  Sec  Voss.  orig,  &  Kb.  dc 

grammat.  cap*xxxviii.        '  Jerem.  xxxvi.  23.        ^  2  Kiap 


\ 


xxu,  2i 

the  evangelift  ^39)  makes  ufe 
of  the  y^ords  ttIv^ck  and 
e^vdL-Trri^Ai^  for  the  opening 
and  fhutting  of  the  book. 

(G)  The  word  is  nini?n  dal- 
tothy  which  properly  fignifies 
doors ;  and  here  pages  or  co^ 
lumnSi  from  their, likenefs  to 
a  door.  A  leaf  of  a  book 
doth,  iodeed,  bear  the  fame 
refemblance,  but  cannot  pro- 
perly belong  to  fach  rolls  as 
we  are  fpeaking  of. 

(H)  Hence  we  conclude  they 
ufed  two  fof  ts  of  inilruments  i 
the  fird  of  fteel^  or  fbme  hard 
metal,  for  ingraving  upon  Hone 
and  wood  ;  one  fide  of  which 
was  fharp-pointed,  and  the 
Other  blunt  and  fmooth^  and 


ferved  either  to  fmooth  or 
eraie  what  had  been  written* 
Hence  the  Latin  proverb, 
*v€rtere  ftylum*  This  kind  of 
infh-umenc  we  find  .nientioned 
iQ  fbme'places  of  Scriptare  (40), 
tho*  not  defcribed,  but  gueiTed 
at,  from  thofe  which  were 
tifed  by  other  nations.  The 
othei;  fort  was  for  writing  up- 
on the  ikins  of  beaih;  but 
how  it  was  made,  whether 
like  our  pens,  pencils,  orfome 
other  way,  we  cannot  conje- 
cture ;  only  we  read  of  a  pen- 
knife, or,  as  the  original  has 
it,  a/fcribe  or  writer^s  knife, 
with  which  king  Jeboiakim 
cut  the  roll  which  was  fent 
him  by  Jeremiah* 


(39)  Luh  iv.  17,  20f 


(40)  7^  xlx.  24.    ¥}aU  xlr.  »,  ^  alih. 

ihaU 


gFrond-bf,  .Tlg^  have  not  .fojnucti  fi  « 
^tbco^XIJ:  •»(!*  if  Wc^CDfi&iertbeiriniir 
[ion  and  life,  ve  ilull  find  no  great  ufe  fix 
r  bred  up  their  Tons  to  bodily  caoereiles,  fiich 
.fit^twfPk.dtbn-  for  war  «r  tyiAidtrifj' ;  rttl 
ntinboUluMiQcaipatioaa,  withoat tnuUii^ 
nich  •bout..piltiTxtiDg  .thdr  miffcbi,  fartb# 
lud  t|iMa  in  die  knewlfgcof  ^tMl  MUpMi 
ind  :thi»  Was  tM  pirpitincfr  «f,tkc  mccntit, 
:liibhab(K>.    ':■  •.  — 

■..'..!■.-.  -;..f.-..  ,Ait 

tttfi  boweKtji,n  the  words  of  the  pralmlft,  ^Z- 

iitipAatioi),)at^  /Wj'  thtoagh  the  'val.'ey  a/Saeai., 

ames    for'^df,  uftirforaiueiliendtheraik 

lidl  tW;e  ii'»'  fllith  tht  paol  (44)  ;  of  thefi 

K  fkcted  Bb6U,  welh  of  learning  ^  and   tt   was 

tDIO  Ha    toi  a  common  phrafe  with  them, 

A    AgdMi  ^^  Mafter,  we  come  Codriak  wa- 

ni^ton;  #  A-W  ten  from  thy  welt  i  inllcad  of, 

fcr  M&K  A4  Wc  come  to  be  thy  fcholare  or 

die  «nitf  rn  difciples  (45),     And  thus  alfa 

or kbBlV  oT  1it>  tb«w6nl«  in  dic'&ftr'vii^ 

^' "  ^pmj^  "^    '~ 

mwi'iflood,  4 


t  to  bt  uifiraEt-  iS^ 

^der  BBtten  of  fifmi  t/at  dafi  to  t&e  otlter. 

u>:-9attk>'!r«ie  ttft Srn:^,MiNrfJ/,hoiifta 

ftefc-mte of »U*  «t6mt'ari>^  flOr'Terfioii 

nflinyj  aMrifet  aaora'' W^"'  ntide^  ft^'tln 

pdnit^;  *er  Aq^  I]raia!e^;flfUcbdiebMcaiA 

InrtoliAeteeA  VS*  MtH' iOttofai  by  At 


^etM  ■bf-Xiutw,  Hatt  of  J««^    (46).     Sb 

%  diarvf  £i«t'i  tfcaF;«twli«teyMb,M]iaTK 

m^m'yktiiPt  iiol:'ati/''g^otaidi  from  Scrips 

ite  <iIftBi4M  of  lara  fcr  aaj^'Jbci  fiatdoli. 

iwiB-i&*/ui:     —  


>-9r*/(fl).  (K)  They  lud,iisleed;ft* 

*  DO  iabBiutttit,  'ibtr  an  AvtMoB  '^i^tanoSff 

mgei   w   lH*b  fct  Atctgff'laWd^)  itiKl'lie 

Ihelihood  (M.  thatceild  ^eiftttd  Irvrili  bit 

-fkii  Botioer  (for  tWa  Wl^  vir'^lttttt  ai  Mil 


lt},tbe]riiit^-pm  -udj  Ar  fkel^'  «aftoin  TctTal 
^7>     ,       (4a)  7d'«^au«LJtJ?llMBi:ifi/.  ymfc 

aEi.  7.  («)  «*?•/:  xix. ,.  -.rftw.ir;.  4S4,*/<w: 

<^<  the* 


^a8  iTAf  Hifiory  of  the  Jews 

Moraiify,      All  diat  related  to  religion  and  morality,  if 
wifinci.    tained  in  the  Mofaic  books,  and  interfperfed  indM 


them.infiead  of  grammar.  Hi- 
ftory^  farther  tlum  they  fbuid 
k  in  their  iacred  books,  they 
thought  beneath  their  care,  be- 
cauk  theyfound  Jul  thefe^all  that 
they  efteemed  worth  knowing; 
the  creation  of  the  world,  the 
flood,  the  origin  and  diiperfion 
of  nations,  and,  what  con* 
oerned  than  mod;,  their  own 
^iftory  and  defcent  from  Abra- 
ham^ their  affinity  to  other 
bnmches  of  his  pofierity,  the 
Egyfiiam  bondage  and  deliver- 
ance, and,  iq  a  word,  all  that 
wonderful  feries  of  tranfadions 
.which  had  happened  to  their 
nation ;  in  all  which  God  had 
ihewed  fuch  peculiar  regard  to 
them,  that  it  is  no  wonder,  1^ 
.we  find  them  fo  full  of  them- 
fdves,  and  fb  prone  to  defpife 
all  the  reft  of  the  world.  Be- 
fides  the  Psntafiueh^  and  the 
hiiiiories.  of  Jolhrn^ .  p£  their 
judges  and  kingi,  which  they 
thought  themfelves  obliged  to 
be  verfed  in,  they  had  alfo  fe- 
yeral  others,  which  have  been 
loft  fince ;  fuch  as  the  book  of 
the  wars  of  the  Lord,  that  of 
Jajhtr^  and  efpecially  the  book 
of  the  Kingt^  and  the  Chroni- 
cles of  the  kings  of  JudahsiXLi 
Ifraelf  to  which  thole  we  have 
extant  continually  refer:  but 
thefe  laft  were  nof  perhaps  (6 
univerially  iludied,  but  fell 
only  to  the  lot  of  princes  and 
politicians. 

If  it  be  aiked,    who  were 
the  authors  of  thofe  books,  it 


is  plain,  that  the  for 
written  by  the  hiftoii 
corders  of  every  m 
were  appointed  to  1 
by  the  kings  themfidi 
who  were  the  write 
latter,  is  not  fo  eafil] 
for  as,  on  the  one  han 
fbrians  mentioning  a 
adion,  as  done  in  tl 
has  induced  many  o^ 
ed  to  fuppofe,  that  t 
written  at  feveral  ti 
by  feveral  infpired 
cotemporary  with  du 
as  Samuel,  Gad, 
IJaiah,  Jeremiah,  an 

lo,  on  the  other  fide, 
ing  unifbrmity  of  fby 
all  thofe  books,  nu 
notion  feem  very  im 
and  fiveral  expreflto 
fperfed  in  them,  ii 
Thus  it  is  faid,  in  tl 
ning  of  the  book  oi 
that  the  word  of  Goo 
cious,  orfcarce,  in  t 
(50) ;  and  that  it  W8 
cuftom,  to  call  a  \ 
feer,  and  to  inquire 
by  that  name  (5i). 
and  feveral  others  in 
ftile,  feem,  at  tea^ft, 
mate,  that  it  wsis 
when  the  books  were 
Thus  it  is  alfb  faid  ii 
place  of  the  fame  bp 
in  the  author^s  time, 
of  Bethel,  or  houfe 
was  turned  into  that  < 
njefty  or  the  hou/eof'Uf, 
which  did  not  happei 


($0)  i  5«m.  iiL  I.      (51)  Ibid,  ix.  9. 


7' 


X  io  the  Babylbnifh  Captivity,  Z2^ 

djdcs  thefe,  they  had  the  Pfalms^  tht  Proverbsj  and 
f^es,  with  many  other  writings  of  Solomon^  ^ 
»art  of^  which  are  likewife  loft ;  to  fay  nothing  of 
id  the  Prophets.  All  thefe  they  were  tq  be  inftru£b- 
even  from  their  infancy  j  they  heard  them  ex-- 
^  on  the  fabbath,  and  other  feftivab,  by  the  Pr^^ 
zid  LeviteSy  and  iti  them  they  found  fuch  a  dreadful 
It  of  the  theojoey  of  other  nations,  that  we  can-  Contempi 
ppofe  them  to  b^vp  had  the  leaft  curiofity  to  knovf  of  fecular 
Df  it.  And  indeed  their  lawgiver  knew  but  too  Uaming, 
how  dangerous  fuch  knowlege  would  have  been  to 
le  fo  c^iy  to  be  corrupted;  and  therefore  wifely  or- 
,  that  their  children  fhould  be  inftruAed  only  in 
ruths,  as  were  proper  to*infpire  them  with  an  aw- 
jard  tQ  God  an4  his  laws,  and  with  the  love  of 
;  whilft  he  forbad  them,  almoft  upon  all  occafions, 
inquifitive  after  the  religion  and  learning  of  other 
ML). 


ant's  revolt  (52).  TJieft, 
lany  more  which  w^ 
make  it  \ery  probaUe, 
ey  were  not  written  by 
orary  authors, 
-econcil?  thefe,  it  is  ge- 
believed,  that  the  ori- 
iuthor$  of  them  were 
nfpired  pferfons  above- 
ned»  who  committed 
>  writing  as  they  hap- 
but  that  all  thofe  pieces 
terwards  colleifled  into 
lar  hiftory,  either  by 

Haggai,  or  feme  of 
iropnets,  who  return^ 
le  captivity ;  and  yt^o, 
alike  infpired,  might 
ich  further  additions  as 
fought  proper,  to  iUu- 
heir  hiftory ;  fuch  as 
inge  of  names,  cuftoms, 

ake,  without  deroga- 
rom  their  authority, 
ingly  we  Und,  that  they 


hav^  been  ftill  conHantly  ac^ 
fcnowleged  by  the  yirov/,  to 
be  of  divine  authority,  an4 
have  been  appealed  teasfuchj^ 
by  the  writers  of  the  gofpel 

(S3)- 

(L)  This  was  moft  probably 

alfo  the  foundation  of  that 
extraordinary  difreglird  the^ 
fhewed  for  thofe  ufefol  arts 
and  '  fcieinces,  in  which  their 
neighbours  had  fo  long  ex^ 
celled.  Arithmetic,  being  fo. 
neceilary  for  the  tra4ing  part,, 
might  indeed  find  fome  en- 
couragement amongft  thema 
and  even  this  we  offer  more 
as  a  probable '  conjedhire,  than 
from  any  teftimony ;  but,  as 
for  navigation,  agronomy,  and 
f)icb-like,  we  find  nothing  in 
their  hiftory,  but  what  affures 
us  of  their  un&ilfulnefs  ia, 
them.  The  maritime  tribes 
Gontehced  themilHyeft  with  re-k 


fh'J,  xu.  faj: 


(53)  Vid,  Mattb.  xU.  3.  &  al.    Ltu.  in 


959  fhfiifitrry  of  ibe  Jewe  "Mj 

Mta/nre-      The  eh^iigmg  of  the  folar  into  (he  luiur  year,  uJi 
ii^t/iimt,  the  coaiplete  month  of  30  A-^ys  into  the  irreguUr  mooiri 

of  29  and  30  days,  menlioned  under  other  huids;  tb 
diftinguiihiiig  of  the  days  of  the  week  (not  by  the  feva 
planets,  of  which  they  do  not  feem  to  have  had  mf 
know  lege,  or  fo  much  as  names  for;  but  to  have  ranked' 
them,  the  two  great  lumitiaries  excepted,  among  the  fixed 
ftars;  but)  by  ift,  2d,  3d  day,  or  ift  and  2d  from  di? 
■  fabbath;  the  divifionof  the  day  andnighc,not  intoi2e(juaJ 
■  ,-  ■'■.  part!,a3  iheEgyptiam  are  thought  to  have  done  longbefoit,^ 
but  the  day  into  four  parts,  and  the  night  .into  fbia," 
waiches  ;  ihefe  divifions  of  time,  fo  very  oppofue  to 
that  more  perfedl  one  of  the  E^ypLians,  and  other  neigii- 
bouring  nauuns,  fcem  intirely  calculated  by  tiieir  \t,f 
giver,  to  prevent  their  applying  themfelves  to  thr  ttudyof 
aftranomy,  and  thence  falling  infenfibl/  into  that  of' 
aflrology,  and  being  thereby  eiUnared  into  thewtvfltipfif 
ihofe  heavenly  bodies,  after  the  example  of  other  Hi- 
ttOfis  (M).     What  inftruments   they  had  to  rackontle 


<ieiving  fbre^D  iqerchatits  Into  dived  farther  into  the  naturecif 
their  narbours,  without  en-  them.  Perhaps  alfo  they  vck 
deavouring  to  carry  on  their  led  into  this  notion,  by  tbu 
commerce  abroad  i  infomuch  figurative  ^xpreflion  in  JA 
that  when  Solamsn  relblved  to  {94),  b'  co'ven  tht  light  leili 
fend  fbaie  flups  into  foreign  hit  hands,  andfili,  ai  iivitri, 
countries,  he  was  forced  to  ai  intirfofer  a-vir  it ;  for  thit 
iiave  them  manned  with  fa-  is  the  literal  fenfe  oftbeori- 
ycign  fiilors.  And  as  for  af-  ginal.aodof  the  verfionoftlie 
^ronomy,  we  need  but  calico  Septuagiot :  agreeable  to  whick 
tniad  wliat  has  been  faid  under  is  tbaC  awful  defcription  of  tliG 
juiothet  head,  of  the  poor  day  of  the  Lorb  in  ?«/ [j;), 
ftifca  they  were  drove  to,  te  and  of  the  downfai  of  E[jfl, 
£nd  out  theirnew  moons  (53],  and  other  nations,  wbidi  wc 
toconvince  us  of  their  profound  meet  with  in  the  Prepbiti. 
ignorance  of  it.  We  (hall  (M)  It  is  no  difficolt  ma- 
only  add,  that  they  were  fo  ter  to  conceive,  howihofeac- 
&x  from  knowing  any  thing  of  tient  natioui  came  to  worftip 
Qclipfes,  that  they  have  not  fo  the  .{Janets,  and  beavaJj 
iDUch  ai  one  upon  record,  or  bodies,  after  they  had  om 
tiulced  a  name  for  it.  They  imbibed  the  belief  of  ibn 
probably  looked  apon  them  as  having  fo  confiderablc  a  fhire 
miracultw,  .and.  af.tpkenis  of  in  the  government  of.aUfab- 
thc<]JYi(icaiigtr,^A9.d(P:iicY|iir.  luntrythin^iaclbadafBibelt 

(51)  S« *.>■*; /.3>  (tl).  (j4)  y«i  xaiU  3*.      {Ai-i  c*.a  » 


C,  Vn.       to  the  Babyloniih  Caftivity. 

time  by,  whether   the  Egyptian    ciepfydra^   or  water* 
glafTeS)  or  fun-^dials,  or  any  other,  we  cannot  aifirm^ 

except 


*3i 


I 

to  every  one  their  fevcral  in- 
fiaencesy  good  or  bad,  and  t}ie 
particular  periods,  in  which 
they  ruled  by  turns.  But  how 
this  notion  came  iirft  into  their 
heads,  is  not  fo  cafy  to  infa- 
gine ;  and  yet  that  it  muil 
have  begun  very  early,  and 
was  iiniverfally  received  by  all 
the  heathen  world,  will  plainly 
appear,  if  we  coniider  how  an^ 
tient  the  divifion  of  the  day 
and  night  into  2^  hours  is  ; 
and  tbac  the  confecrating  every 
day  of  the  week  to  one  of  the 
ieven  planets,  not  in  the  regu- 
lar order  in  which  they  (land 
in  their  fyftem,  ft,  V,  i  y®» 
l^c.  but  by  fkipping  two  of 
them  ty^ry  new  day,  could, 
pot  be  owing  to  any  thing  but 
^fl  opipion,  that  every  planet 


ruled   alternately  the  feveral 
hours  of  each  day. 

Thus,  on  Saturday^  Saturn^ 
the  planet  of  that  day  being 
fuppofed  to  govern  the  i.  o! 
15.  and  zz  hours,  whil^  ^iv- 
piier^  the  next  in  order,  go- 
verned the  z.  9.  16.  and  23 « 
^  the  3.  10.  17.  and  94.  the 
fim  muft  of  oonrfe  govern  thd 
firft  hour  of  the  next  day  1  ttp« 
on  which  acooont  he  beaune 
the  planet  of  thaiday,  and« 
havicig  ruled  the  !•  8*  if« 
and  zz.  Fenus  and  Mfrt 
cury  the  two  remaining  ones^ 
brought  in  the  Moon  to  be 
lady  of  the  next,  or  of  the 
Monday ;  and  fo  of  the  reft^ 
accordliDg  to  the  foUowipgd^'*. 
gran[^«  «.  .. 


-  I 


i  .,< 


■^  .)  r. 


ii( i/ . ' ' 


'  r 


Thus  tlien  it  \s  plain,  thai 
this  planetary  divifion  of  th^ 
week  was  of  ahrological  extrac- 
tion ;  and  ^at  tha.tof  tj^^d&ys 


intQ  ^4  parts  wka  ib  Iikewife^ 
thb^  not  etfualfy  deii^oni^ra- 
ble„  can  hardly  be  qaeftioned,^ 
if  we  conixdcx:  the  great  con-i 
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except  t\\zt  we.  rea|d.of  the  fun-diaj,  oryjib 
fighifiesy'  the  Hair-cafe,  cir  flight  o)F%pl^  of  s^ifaiji^' 
allovrine  it  to  have  been  s^~  real'  and  fqguljMrsfufi^^ 
may  (^tilj  he.  pjp'pofed  to;  have  ,b^cft  rather .  the  ^^^ 
foinei'^oz'^Sh*  attronomer^  than  ^aa:PpiDqKm  thiti^^ 
them^l  that  prince's  charader  f^|9i^eatl;]|tXhew!^ 
was  jOpt  o^r*icrupuIous  of  intrpdii^ing  todvr.  Jkk! 
inu(;b  iD|^e-^i%^  qs^ture,  witt^l  his  Incwr  «^i(^^ 
lU^l^tfi^'^^^^^  Bdidea,. as^ they  divided ;,i^da|r  tr 
pmsy,  the  t^o  firft  of  wbf^h  werp. Ascmftbejno' 
Its  qieridi^it  ^^d  the  two  laft  froi)|.nci0n4^  its  fit:^ 
y^  opt  .iCflkult.  for  them  to  make  out,  ^tb^  other  ^ 
bf.  iiKih.:obfervati9ns,,  either  on  his^  .car/^r,  or 
tb^^ow  dfanf  treies,  houfes,  or  ^^  of  their 
dtei,  as  every  ^Qu^man  with:  us  i^  ahie  io  do  to^i^ 

! greater  iciftnefs.    The  fame  might  be  done  m.the 
ibn  of  uie  fodr  niriit-watches  from  die  motion  of 

ftars(N)»  -  .  -    '    ' 

>■■  f-  -  - ■  .,    ■ 


T. 


J  , 


*  2  Kings  XX.  o»  &feqq.  «  Ibid.  xvi.  lo,  &&f 


neAion  which  jtheft'  tw6  have 
one.wim^uuHher^  ^4Jiatthe 
reputed  autl^r  of  .this  laft^  the 
Egyptian.  Herm^St  famamed 
7rijmg^us^  and  cotemporary 
with  ^h/es^  if  not  the  fiune 
perfon  with  him,  was  a  grpit 
aibologer,  as  appears  by 
fpme  of  his  writings  oi^  ^at 
fubjed^  ftill  extai^  under  his 
name. 

(N)  To  ieek  lor  other  ici- 
ences,  or  fi^  ickools  or  uni- 
verfities,  amonff  theniK  were 
like  feeking  th£n  among  the 
Gotbs  and  VandaU  \  they  not 
only  liad  an  equal  contempt 
K>r  tliem,  and  for  thofe  nations 
that  cuhivared  them,  but 
looked  upon  them  as  dangerous 
and  unlawfaL  Their  zeal,  or 
rather  hatred,  a|;ainft  them  was 
&  &r  fromabatine*  after  their 
return  U^vbl  BaSyhn^  where 


they  had*  feeif^ton'ikn 
that  it  father  gre)^  into  ft 
of  furyt'!N)l^mu£h'thst 
large  chrdtiic;  itititnkd7 
fi(y  hath  recorded  afti 
of  anathema,  which  pai 
the  time  of  I^nanus  an 
ftohulus\  agamft  fudi  as 
fufFer  their  children  to  ^ 
ftrnded  in  '  any  part'  ( 
Gr€ek  learning.  St^^ 
deed,  we  are  told,  vhS^ 
cellent  naturalift,  and  f 
great  deal  upon  that  ( 
but  he  was  fo  far  f^om  \ 
mending  that  iluj;^  to 
that  he  calls  his  refear 
that  kind,  •vanity  and 
iion  o/fpi'rit ;  or,  as  ti 
ginal  imports,  a  feedm* 
the  wind  (i 2)  :  which 
bably  the  reafon  why, 
of  following  his  exampl 
fttfiered  all  ^of^  exoellei 


(la)  EM,  J,  &  /<Yf.  p^. 
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other  hand,  they  were  no  lefs  careful  to  zxA'Syna- 
knowlege  of  religion  ah)ong  themfelves  :   'm^gogua, 
eed  be  furc,  that  they  had  any  fynagogues  be- 
aptivity^  tho*  it  be  fer  from  improbable,  con- 
t  great  "drftance  at  which  fome  of  them  lived 
smple,  and  that  at  beft  they  were  obliged  to 
ler  but  thrice  a  year ;  but  other  places  they  \i2A  Schools. 
and  inftru£lion,  namely^  ific  fchools*  of  the 
to  which  they  might  repair  on  the  febbaths, 
s,  'and  other  feftiyals  4.     By  prophets  we  mean 
\nSt]y  fo  called,  men  eftdcJwed'with  die  (birit 

7  (Oj>  l>ut  ^hcir  difciples,  or,  'as  tht  Ji^prew 
Is  it,  thefons  of  the  prophets.  The  former 
ally  confult^d  by  the  kings,  pri^s^  and  etd^rs 
pie,  upon  aU"  extraordinary  occafton^,  V^hether 

grion  or    ftatc-affairs ' ;   'aiid   the    latier  wci'e 

=*  .       -      •         .■■.■...-.' 

Kings  iv.  23.  &  fup.  p.  33.      ^  Vide  i  EJngs  xxii. 
Lings  xix.  2.  20,  &feqq.      Jerem.  xxxvii.  3,  &feq. 

ly  Sc  feq.  &  alib. 

• . .     -.  •    ' 

loft.     Whilft  they  in  which  ienfe  alTo,  thoie  that 

.yerfe  to  the  learn^-  preached  him,  and  hisdoflriiie, 

her  nations, .  ^  they  after  his  coming,  are  alio  called 

i^     fcrupulons  of  prophets,   and  their  |)reacb'. 

their    own    from  ing  prophecy  (cy).   The  fiuAe 

icially  their  facred  may  be  alfo  faid  of  thofe  who 

rnefs  the  grief  they  fuog  the  praifes  of  God,  or 

vhen   Ptolemy    ob-  accompanied  them  with  fome 

:rfion  of  them  into  mufical  infh-ument,  as  Miriam 

memory  of  which  (58),    the  company   of  pro- 

:ept  a  ftrid,  even  a  phets  that  met  Saul  (59),  and 

:    on   the  8th  and  the  fons  of   Afaph^  of  Heman 

the  month  Thevet^  and  Jeduthun^  who  are  faid  to 

r.  have  prophefied   with  harps, 

\  word  prophet  doth  pfalteries,  and  cymbals  (60)  ; 

iigiufy  an  iafpired  tho*  they  were    properly  Ao 

he  Old  Tefbuaent,  other  than  muficians.      The 

preacher  of  righ-  apoHie  gives  the  title  of  pro- 

ich  as  were  all  the  phet    even    to     the    heathen 

from  Sttby   or,  in  poets  (61 ) ;  and  hence  comes 

)f  the  gofpel,  fuch  that   diftin^ion  in  St.  Auftin^ 

and    taught    the  of    Jrwijh^     Chrifiian,    and 

the  Mtjpab  (56)  j  Heathin  p^ph^^s  (62).   . 


■  I. 


{57X  ^*^  »  Cor.xi.  4«  xiv.  ft4^  jtg.  Gf /&^.  &  dlthi. 
(59)  I  Sam,  X,  5.  (60)  I  Cffrofi,  XXv.  i« 

12.  (62}  Prftftt^  in  lib*  jUx»  toiU.  Faufi. 

brought 
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brought  up  under  them,  and  fitted  for   inftru<9ing  tbe 
people  in  the  way  of  virtue,  and  the  worlbip  of  God* 
P  otbets       These  had  their  habitations  chiefly  in  Ac   country;  . 
*  they  lived  in  a  kind  of  fociety  among  themfelves,  and 
had  generally  one  or  ftiore  of  the  prophets  to  be  heads 
over  them,  and  to  v^hom  they  gave  the  title  of  fiitber  *. 
Their  houfes  were  but  mean,  and  of  their  owir  build- 
ing ^     Their  food  was  chiefly  pottage  made  of  herbs  o  ^ 
unlefs  when  the  people   fent  fome  better  fare  to  them, 
fuch  as  bread,    parched   corn,   honey^  dried  fruits,  and 
the  like^.     Their  drefs  was  plain  and  .coarfe,  and  tied 
abput  with  a  leathers  girdle  X;  their  wants,  being  fofew, 
were  eafily   fupplied  by  their  own  hands  ;  and  as  their 
viiews  reached  no  further,  fo  they  limited  their  labour  toi, 
that,  that  they  might  beftow  the  more  time   in  pcayer, 
iludy,  and  retirement.     Riches  were  no  temptation  to 
them  in  fuch  a  {late ;  and  therefore  Elijha  not  only  re- 
fufed  NaatnatCs  prefents,^  but  punifhed  Gehazi  in  a  fevero 
manner,  for  having  clandeftineiy  obtained  a  fmall  por« 
tion  of  them  *.     This  laborious,  reclufe,  and  abftemious 
courfe  of  life,  joined  to  their  meannefs  of  drefs,  gave  them 
fuch  a  llrange  air,  efpecially  among  the  courtiers,  that 
they  looked  upon  them  as  no  better  than  madmen «. 
Their  extraordinary  freedom,  in   reproving  even  princes 
for  cbeir  wicked  deeds,  did  likewife  expofe  them  frequent- 
ly to  pcrfecutions,    imprifbnment?,    and   fometimcs  to 
death;  efpecially  in  the  reigns  of  fome  wicked  princes, 
fuch  as  jthab  and  Manajfeh  ;  but,  in  the  main,  they  were 
always  refpefted  by  the  better  and  wifer  fort,  even  of 
the  highefl  rank,  and  ufed  with  the  utmoft  reverence  and 
regard,  both  in  language  and  behaviour  ^, 

This  is  all  that  we  know,  concerning  thofe  religiQUS 
communities,  and  their  manner  of  life  :  thofe  who  have 
ventured  to  give  us  a  further  account  of  it,  fuch  as  tkeit 
living  in  perpetual  celibacy,  poverty,,  obedience,  and  the 
like,  have  fpun  it  out  of  their  own  brain  c.  It  is  trite, 
that  we  do  not  read  of  any  women  living  amongft  them  s 
and  that,  when  the  Shnnammite  went  to  acquaint  Eitfia, 

•  r  Sam.  ix.  5,  &feqq.  2  Kings  vi.  i,  &  feq.     *  Ibid,  verl 
2,  3,  &4.  "Ibid.  iv.  38,  &fcq.  ^  i  Kings  jdv; 

3»  &  feq.     2  Kings  iv.  42,  &  alib.  y  Vide  Zech.  xiii. 

4.     2  Kings  i.  8.  »  2  Kings  v.  paff.  *  Ibid,  ii; 

*^  23.  ix.  II.  **  I  Kings  xviii.  7,  &  feqq.     2  Kings  i. 

13.  xiii.  14,  &  alib.  ^  Vid.  int.  al.  Bovlouc.  ecd, 

ant.  leg.  Calm,  fab  voc.  Pitiphet.  / 

with 
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with  the  death  pf  her  foni  he  fent  Gehazi  to  meet  her, 
and  that,  when  &e  would  have  fallen  4own  at  his  ma- 
ftcr's  feet,  he  offered  to  binder  her  ;  but  it  is  alfo  certain,  ^'^''^ 
thatfeveral  of  the  prophets  were  married,  and  had  chxl-^^P^' 
dr«n,  as  Samuel^  Ifaiah^  whofe  wife  is  called  a  prophet-/^'<^^ 
efsA    Ezikiel^,  and  Hofea^,  and  it  was  the  widow  of^^f^^- 
oniB  of  rtid  fons  of  the  prophets,  whofe  oil  Eiijha  did 
miraculoufly  multiply,  to  fave  her  fons  from   being  fold 
^o  the  creditors  of  the  deceafed  S.     The  prophetefles  i^^ere 
likewife  married :  Dibprab  was  the  wife  of  Lapidoth  ^  ; 
and  Huldahy  whom  king  Joftah  fent  to  confult,  was  the 
wife W  Sbalhim-i  and  ftie  is  obferved    (in  the  text)  to 
ha^ve  lived  in  the  college  Of  Jerufdem^^     Thefe  infprired 
perfons,  whilft  they  eohtinued  in  Ifra^l^  wWth  was  tift 
thc^return  from  Babyhtiy  being  the  fureft  expounders  of 
the  MafaU  law,  proved  fuch  a  ftrong  fence  againft  fchifm 
and   hereiy    (that   political  one  of  JerBboam  excepted, 
againft  which  they  waged  a  continual  war),  that  it  could 
fievei;  get  footing  anioiigft  them  (P)  j  vyhereas  prophecy 

.       ■     •  \  ,  net 

*  ifai.  viii.  3.  *  Ezek.  xxiv.  ^8.  ^  Hof.  i.  a« 

^feqq.  s  2  Kings  hr.   1,  &  feqq.  **  Judg.  Iv.  4. 

*  2  icings  xxii.  14,  15. 

(P)    We  mail:    not,   how-  culatiqn   or  praSicc.      They 

eyer,    pafs   by    a    dii^n&ioa  gi^ve  the  pre&repcc  to  (ke  Ha/' 

which  the  antient.  Jews  have  fidim  in  bojt^  refpedls,  as  bebg 

hammered  out  of  thp  facred  the  hpi^elicll .  interpreters  and 

writings,  between  the  Cp^'lDn.  j)ra6tifers  pf  the  lawj}  and  the 

haj/idimy  called  by  the  (^r^ek^  Phanfeef     boaft      thcmjfelv^at 

and  Latin  writers  AJJidei  (62)9  iprung  from  them  \  tho*  much 

the     a'piy    txadikim^    and  more  likely  from  the  fxadi'^ 

n^yu?n  rejhahm.   The  words  kim^  which  were  an  over-ftridt 

properly  ilgnify  no  more  than  and  fcrupulous  fe£t,  pretend* 

nurciful^  jufiy  sndivickedmen;  log  much  to  works  of  {upere-< 

aid  the  afTembly  or  compny  rogation^to  whom  it  is  thought 

of  the  two  former    is  often  the  advice  of  Solomon  \yas  di- 

oppofed  to  that  of  the  latter^  reeled,  Bg  not  rigbtnus  o^er^ 

not  i^s  being  different  fefts,  but  much  (63).     Thefe,  however, 

as  perfons  of  a  different  cha-  are  the    tenets  attributed    tp- 

rader.  But  the  Talmudiftihxst  each  of  them,  with  refped  to 

att;'ibu|ted  fome  peculiar  opi-  mium  and  tuum   (64]:     Tho 

nions   to  each    of  thefe,  tho*  Haffidim  (aid.  What  is  mine  is 

they  are   not    quite    ag^-eed,  yours ;  the  Rejkahimt  What  is 

>yhether  they  related  to  fpe-  youM  is  znine ;  but  the  Tzadi^ 

(62)  VideiMatcab.  vU.  1?.         ,(63)  EccUf,  vii.   i6.  (64)  Fid* 

Z).   Kimcbi  inpj,  ciii.  17.     Bartenw,'  gloff",    tn  pirkt  abk*  r,  t,  8.  v.  10. 
IVagetiJcbt  ad  lib.  HlOD^  ' •  i^c  ist 

kim' 
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no  fooner  ceafed,  than  they  fplit;  themfelves  into  1 
great  variety  of  fe^,  and  gave  fuch  a  fcope  to  the 
tile  fancies,    that    the   Talmudijis  own,    Elias  \ 
would  be  at  a  lofs  to  folve  the  fubtile  difficulties 
they  have  raifed  againft  each  other  ^.' 
neirnum-     THESE  prophets,  the  Ta Imudijfs  rtckon,  from 
^^  ham  to  Malachiy  to  the  number  of  forty-eight,  a| 

propheteiTes  (P).     Several  of  the  forqier  are  kno 

k  Traft.  McgiUath. 


i(/M,  What  is  mine  is  mine,  and 
what  is  yours  is  yours.  To 
this  the  apofile  feenis  to  al- 
lude,  when  he  fays. (65 )»  that 
Icaroely  for  a  righteous  man 
will  one  die,  yet  pend venture 
for  a  good  man  feme  would 
even  dare  to  die,  whilft  Christ 
vouch&fed  to  die,  even  for  the 
word  of  the  three,  even  for 
the  wicked;  where  the  Six^toi 
^udes  to  the  Tzadik^  or  ri- 
gidly righteous,  and  iya^h^ 
to  the  HaJSdy  or  merciful 
man,  as  the  wicked  to  the 
Rejhahim.  Whether  that  di- 
Hindion  likewife  of  our  Sa- 
viour (66)  between  the  good 
and  the  bad,  the  juft  and  un- 
jufl,  hath  not  probably  an  eye 
to  this  threefold  fort  of  men, 
we  leave  to  the  reader. 

(P)  The  propheteiTes  are 
Miriam,  Deborah^  Hannah  (Sa- 
muePs  mother),  Jbigaii,  Hul- 
Jah,  and  Eftheri  fome  add 
the  two  Egyptian  midwives  to 
that  number.  As  for  the  pro* 
phets,  they  are  Abraham, 
IfaaCj  Jacob,  Mofes,  Aaron, 
Jofiua,  Phimas,  Elkanah,  and 
his  fon  Samutl,  Eli,  Nathan, 


Gad,  Iddo,DM*vid,  Solom 
tajah  the  fon  of  Imlal 
Obadiah,  Ahijah  the^i 
{6%),  Jehu,  the  fon  of  J 
(69),  Axariah  the  (on  oi 
(70),  Ahaziel  the  fon  01 
thaniah,  Eliexer  the  i 
Dodavab  (7*),  Hofea, 
Micab,  Am9s  11,  .{\rp[iQ& 
father  of  Ifaiah,  Elijah^ 
/ha,  Ifaiah,  Jonah,  Nt 
Joel,  Habakkuk,  ZifU 
Jeremiah,  Uriah  the  t 
Shemaiah  (72},  Ezekiil,  J)t 
Barueh,  Neriab,  Seraid 
fon,  Maafiah  his  father  1 
Haggai,  Zechariab,  Md 
Mordecai,  Shallum  thehd 
of  Huldah,  and  Hanametl, 
remiah^skinCmzn,  ofwhoi 
bought  a  field  (74). 

Some  add,  that,  whentli 
ther  of  any  prophet  it  J 
tioned,  he  is  alfo  a  JM 
(75)  ;  as  where  7/r^ 
faid  to  be  the  fon  of  H» 
Hofea  the  fon  of  Bin] 
fcf  f .  and  that,  when  thC] 
of  Jus  nativity  is  not  m^ 
ed,  he  is  fuppofcd  to  hs-^. 
of  Jerufalem  (77), 

It  is  obfervablcwith'* 


S,  Q  feq*       (6«;  Ibid.  xi.  29.         (69)  Jbid,  xvi.  1.        (70)  ** 


(65)  Rmt^  V.  7,  8. 


(66)  Matt,  V.  45. 


acv.  I.  (71)  Ibid.  XX.  uk,  (72)  Jerem.  xxvi.  20»  ^ 

(73)  Ib'td.Au  59.  (74)  Ibid,  xxxii.    7,  ^  fq.    Dt  hiirf^ 

fedar  dam  mingr.  (75)  Vide  Kimcb,  in  Hof,  u 

HoJ.  i.  !•  (77)  Kimcb.  ibid. 
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;  but  their  names;  as  for  the  reA  of  them^ 
r  the  farther  ac<U>unt  of  their  anions,  wri- 
ara3er,  till  we  come  to  the  hiftory  of  thofe 
ofe  reigns  they  lived^  and  with  which  they 
ediate  relation.  The  ways  by  which  GoD  ^^  ^^ 
felf  to  them  were  various ;  to  fomc  he  ap-^^''^^- 
oke,  either  in  a  human,  or  fome  other  vi<- 
s  he  did  to  Abraham  and  Miffes  ;  to  others 
ly,  as  to  Samuilj  Jeremiahj  Hofedj  and 
letimes  by  vifions,  as  be  did  to  Ifaiah^  Eze- 

i.  4»   &  feqq.    Jerem.   L  4,  &  feqq.  &  alib. 


lat  though  the 
m  a  rank  among 
»phetSy  yet  they 
dt  his  writings 
of -the  other  pro- 
nly  among  the 
vhich  they  look 
:e  lead  authority 
anom'cal  books. 
bey  give  for  it 
Danitl  was  a 
fpent  his  life  in 
grandeur '  in  the 
1  uncircumcifed 
at  the  fpirit  of 
confined  to  the 
w,  out  of  which 
i  life.  Todiefe 
:d  a  third,  name- 
d  been  made  an 
ling  to  Ifaiah's' 
Hixekiab  (78); 
.  were  exdudol 
into  the  congre- 
he  Lord  (7^). 
Jews  have  m- 
1  him  from  this 
(8oh  but  their 
caft  Itill  a  much 
I  refiedion  upon 


him;  namely»  that  lie  fide 
away  privately  into  Egypt  to 
buy  hogs»  whilft  Ntbuchad- 
nezxar  was  fetting  op  his  gold- 
en image*  and  his  three  mods 
ShAdracbf  Mejhecb^  -xsAAbei- 
negOj  were  condemned  to  .the 
£ames  £)r  refufiogltolworflup 
it  (81),  But  it  hr  plain^  that 
ail  this  rancoar  ifprings  from 
the  great  ufe,  which  theChri- 
ftians  have  dnce  made  of  his 
writings  agaioft  them,  in  fpito 
of  the  noble  chani£l)cr.  whidi 
EzeAiilgives  him,  when  Jhe 
mentiOKS  him  mthUoah  and 
yob(»2].  Even  yt/ifbm,  tho' 
he  allows  him  to  have  been  a 
complete  politician,  is  fi):  &r 
from  denying  him  the  title  of 
prc^het,  that  he  doth  even 
give  him  the  preference,  to  the 
reft,  in  feveral  refpedU  (83). 
But  the  reft  of  the  Jews  have 
thrown  his  prophecies  into  the 
C3>airo  -iBD  fifbfr  kitubim, 
or  hagiografK^,  among  thofe  of 
Jobf  Fr9v$rbSf  Eiclifiaftes^  &c. 
(84).. 


X.  18.  (79)  i)«tf.  xxB.  t.     ■      i%6)  Vid.  Ma 

(Si)  TraBat,  fanbidr,  (Si)  Zxek,  ziv.  14*  ^3. 

C.  It.  (84)  Vid.  BieroH.  prafat,  in  ITau     M 


i%6)  Vid  Matt^. 

k,  ziv.  14*  ^8.  10. 
[z.  (94;  t^ta.  tittrott.  prafitt,  in  Ifai.     M^inu 

Cr%t,  frmfat,  inl/Mt,    Mwtfter,  Bwnd,  ftf  */. 


kiil^  DmUlj  and  others  Ai;  at  other  times  by  di;e^nis  <» : 
but  the  moft  ufual  and  general  way  was,  by  the  folii)  ope- 
ration of  theSpichof  God,  a£ling.on  tbemiad  ptithc 
prophet.  In  this  laft  manner,  the  bpok  of  PJaims  'k:g^ 
xierally  thought  to  have  been  didated  by  the  Holy  Qh^ 
to  the  author,  or  rathdr  authors  of  it,  viz.  Mo^ft^  t^o^M^ 
Solomon  J  the  three  fonsof  Chores  JfaphyZsi4^9tt&^. 

SECT;    IV* 

^be  Jewish  chronology^  p-om  Abiraham's  wcaiton^ 

to  ibe  Babyloniih  captiviiy.      J 


>  1  •  i  '.1 

->    ;         -    ' 


According  to  the  chronology  we  have  followed  in 
this  edition,  which,  as  #as  formerly  hinted^'  isthst 
of  the  learned  archbifhc^  UJhir^  will  be  found  ta  be  the 
time  V^ich  elapfed  from  jfbraham^s  iirft  entrafiofi.  iiitti 
Canaafiy  to  Jacobs  defcent  into  Egypt,  215  yca^^j  atad  j 
that  his  pofterily  continued  in  the  latter  another  I15  yeais  \ 
aQd  no  mbre,  is  What  will  be  fardier  fhewn.  when  we 
con>e  to  that  epocha  i  in  all,  430*.  From  their  comfaig 
out  of  that  bondage,  to  Solomon^s  laying  the  foundatioo 
of  the  tempi?,  the  text  tells  us,  was  480  years  «  i  from 
thence  to  the  deftrudion  of  it  by  Nebuchadnezzar^  wbea 
yudah  was  carried  into  captivity,  ar^  reckoned^ 42! 
years  ^  :  fo  that  the  whole  time  of.  this  epoch,  from  .the 
Vocation  of  Abraham,  to  the  Babylont/h  captivity^ 
amounts  to  1332.  As  to  the  kingdom  of  Ijrael,  it  lafted 
only  254  years  from  its  defeftion  from  that  oi^yuiah, 
in  the  37  th  year  after  the  building  of  the  temple,  to 
their  being  carried  away  captiVe  by  Shalmanefer  5  which 
happened  134  years  .before  the  Babylmijh  captivity. ' 

Thus  far  then  the  larger  divifions  of  this  flera  are  fi*6d 
upon  a  folid  ground,  the  authority  of  the  fa:red  wrileist 
but,  left  our  readers  {hould  think  it  equally  eafy  to  ^tift 
the  fmaller  periods,  etpecially  thofe  which  relate  to  the 
feveral  reigns  of  their  judges  and  kings,  or  fhouldf  think 
it  impoflible  to  Crr  in  them,  becaufe  the  length  of  each 
is  tranfmitted  to  us  by  infpired  writers,  from  whom  it 
would  be  impious,  to.  diffent  i  we  beg  leave  to  rcflolind 

^  Ifai.  vi.  I,  &  feqq.  Ezek.  1.  4,  k  ^q.  Dan.  vii«  t, 
&  feqq.  "  Dan.  ii.  19.    Mat.  i.  ao,  &al.     A6U  xvi.  $. 

o  Vid.  Hie  RON.  praifat.  in  P(alm.  -  a  i  Kings  vi.  i. 

^  See  the  marginal  chronoh  of  our  BiSles,  and  Usua&*s  ana« 
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:  we  give  a  lift  of  thofe  monarchs,  of  what 
;ady  obferved  p,  and  will  hereafter  be  more 
sd,  concerning  the  vaft  and  almoft  irrecon- 
ence  between  the  Hebrew  and  Samaritan 
as  well  as  between  thefe  two,  and  that  of 
It :    to  fay  nothing  of  Jofephus^  and  other 

BfS. 

e  are  not  the  only  caufes  of  the  difficulty 
in  fettling  the  Jewijh  chronobgy :  we  beg 
d  a  few  others  equally  confideiable ;  viz. 
facred  writers  affedled  to  ufe  round  numbers 
:  computations,  without  minding  too  fcrupu- 
Id  years  that  fell  over  or  under  them.  2« 
ley  did  in  their  lefler  reckonings  4  thofe,  for 
their  kings  reigns,  which  they  computed  by 
irs,  and  overlooked  the  odd  months,  which 
laft  happened  to  fall  fliort  of ;  by  which  it 
sd,  that  a  whole  year  was  gained  within  the 
two  or  three  reigns,  or  of  forty  or  fifty 
The  book  of  Judges^  whoever  was  the  au- 
J,  compared  Wixhjofgphm*^  hiftory  of  them, 

P  Sec  vol.  1.  p.  25a. 

)lainy  that  it  was  tinued  to  hi  priefts  until  tli# 

id  ccXktinued  by  day  of  the  captivity  of  th& 

»  under  the  go-  land»  whkh  they  think  muft 

each  judge,   as  at  leaft  be  that  of  ^ighth-pi^ 

Agined,   not  only  tefer  ( J6)  i  feem  to  poAdite  it 

fgrmity  of  fiyle  prodigicwfly,   not  conlidering» 

but  alfo  becaafe  that  by  what  the  author  fays 

'  It,  whoever  he  at  the  beginning  (89),  that  the 
^nd  of  epitome  \  children  q/  Benjamin  d^wtlt 
book  at  the  be-.  ^iW/^^/^^Jebaiitesfii^Jeruialeai^ 

;    and   the   ex-  unto  this  day,   he  auft  have 

L:  often  occurs  in  lived  before  theie  were  driren 

fe  days  there  *was  out  of  it  by  David.     It  is 

iel(86),  ihewsit  therefore    more  pnohabte,  as 

written  after  the  theT^i  think,  that  thc€ap< 

their  monarchy,  tivky  here  ipoken  of,  was  the 

handy  thofe  who  battle  which  the  t/rae/ites  loft 

their  captivity;  againft   the  PhiliJHnes^  when 

£iid  there  (87),  the  jark  was  taken  by  them  ;  at 

and  his  fons  coxt-  whiiBh  time»  one  may  reafona* 

o,  ^ySf.  (86)*Ci>.rvii,  6.  JCviiJ.  x.  xix.  1,  & 

*uJg,  XYiii.  3«,         (SD)  Su  %  Kings  xy.  39.         (S9)  Cb. 

hly 
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feems  only  a  (hort  account  of  fo  many  perfons,  and  of 
their  government,  without  regard  to  the  interregnumi 
and  anarchies,  which  happened  between  any  of  them* 
It  feems,  indeed,  as  if  they  were  defignedly  pafied  by* 
as  dead  epocbas  not  worth  recording.  But,  laftly,  and  Id 
mention  no  more,  after  the  divifion  of  the  two  king* 
doms,  the  length  of  every  king's  reign  feems  indeed  cX"* 
a£tly  fet  down,  and  the  fynchronifms  between  thofe  of 
Tudah  and  Ifrael  exadUy  obferved ;  and  yet  there  often 
happen  fuch  jarring  and  difagreement  between  them,  » 
cannot  be  reconciled^  by  any  other  wa^,.  than  by  fuppo- 
fing,  that  fome  of  thofe  monarchs,  m  either  kingdoi% 
were  taken  into  copartner&ip  with  their  predecdUoni 
and  that  the  beginning  of  their  reigns  was  dated  fnm 
that  time,  and  not  from  that  of  their  father's  death.  Tk 
TitctSitf  of  this  fuppofition  cannot  but  be  obvious  t^ 
thofe  who  are  converfant  with  chronologic  works,  e^ 

biy  fuppofei  a  great  number    away  their  ftraagegods  to  fan] 
of  the  pec^le  were  alfo  taken    the  LotLn  alone  (94). 


It  feems,  therefore^ 
probable  to  us,'  that  a  mi 
has  been  committed  in  the 
word  of  that  30ch  verfe, 
the  likenefs  of  the  final ' 


captive. 

What  makes  this  conjeflure 
ilili  more  probable  is,  that,  in 
the  very  next  verfe  to  that 
where  the  captivity  is  mention-  _   . 

ed,  the  author  adds,  tkit  the  and  that^inlleadof  V^HlOVt^ 
Danites  fet  up  MicahV  ephod  the  captivity  of  the  landy  I 
all  the  time  that  the  houfe  of  Jiva*.  originally  written  P''* 
God  nvas  in  Shiloh,  which  was  .  jn&in,  the  taking  of  the  a^^ 
only  till  they  fetched  the  ark  ~ 
from  thence,  to  carry  it  againfl 
the  Philiftines  \  and  this  Mras 
about  the  beginning  of  SamueP^ 
time ;  for,  after  his  return,  it 
was  not  carried  back  to  Shiloh, 

but  to  Kirjath'jearim  (90).  If    iition  of  a  much  later  captW 
the  ephod  then  continued  no    deflroy  this  conjedloie/if^ 
longer  in  Dariy  there  was  no     ' 
farther   need  of  keeping  any 
priefis  to  facrifice  to  it.    Nei- 
ther, indeed,  is  it  credible,  that 
fuch  a  notorious  piece  of  ido- 
latry could  have  continued  un- 
der SamuePs  government,  when 
it  is  expreily  laid,  that  he  made 
the    children    of   Ifrael   put 


From  all  which  it  will  fol^l 
that  Samuel  lived  at  the  Otf 
this  book  was  written  j*J; 
confequentiy,  that  he  ii  «■ 
likely  to  have  been  thcaid^, 
of  it.     Nekbcr  will  the  fcff^ 


P 

Mil 

Tee: 

m 

'tirci 

l?a 
til 


fuppofe  that  Einra,  or  tff  ■  I  Ihe  ^ 
the  infpircd  writers,  wfce*'  haf^] 


turned  from  that  of  i^V^ 
might  add  this  dfort*^ 
as  we  have  made  it  p»jj* 
already,  they  did  inasy  otlfli 
to  the  hiilorfcal  booki,  ^^ 
^  illuilration^ 


(90)  Cofff,  I  Sam,  m  4.  &  vS,  t ,  2.- 


■♦ 


(91)  Rid.ver.jt^. 
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daily  thofe  of  the  learned  U^er.  How  far  the  Jiwijh 
computation  by  lunar  years,  their  ignorance  of  aftrono- 
my,  and  want  of  exa^  Xables,  of  which  we  have  lately 
had  occafion  to  fpeak  under  another  head,  may  have  in- 
creafed  thefe  difficulties,  we  need  not  fay^.  out  thefe, 
and  many  more,  which  we  willingly  omit,  have  induced 
a  great* number  of  learned  chronologers,  antient  and  mo- 
dern, fuch  as  St.  Jeronij  Scaliger^  Voffiu5\  Gtnehrard^ 
and  odiers,  to  think  it  next  to  impoffible  to  adjuft  the 
Jewij/b  chronology  by  tholfc  few  books  we  have  extant, 
and  which  are  but  epitomes  of  more  full  and  compre- 
henfive  hiftories;  long  fince  loft. 

We  need  not  tcH  our  readers,  that  the  hiftories  of  fe« 
veral  kings  are  faid  ia  the  text  to  have  been  written  by 
cotemporary  prophets,'  of  whom  we  have  nothing  ex* 
tant  but  their  names  ;  and  that  the  books  of  Kini$  and 
Chrsnicks  conclude  every  king's  retgn  in  words  tb  this 
eSt&  :  Now  tht  reft  of  the  a4Js  of  fuch  a  king,  his  va^ 
Jour  and  coru^dl^  and  the  Uke,  are  they  not  written  in  the 
hoi  of  the  Kmgi^  (or  GhrQnicies  of  the  kings)  of  Judah 
(ox  ifrael)  ?  Now  it  were  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  thofc 
we  have  extant,  under  the  name  of  Kingi  and  Chronicles^ 
do  refer  to  one  another,  feeing,  fome  few  inconfiderable  . 
particulars  excepted,  they  all  mention  the  fame  things,  and 
almoft  word  for  word  ;  and  are  alike  regardlefs  of  all  the 
other  particulars  of  thofe  reigns,  it  is  therefore  more 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  they  referred  the  readers  to 
more  e)ca£t  and  vcJumiheiis  apnals  or  hiftories,  written  by 
proper  perfons  in  every  reign,  and  which  either  periftied 
during  the  captivity,  or  fmce.  But  whether  we  afcribe 
the  diiEculties  of  the  Jewijb  chfoncJogy  to  the  lofe  ofT 
thefe  books,  to  the  ytws  corrupting  of  the  text,  or  to 
the  carelefnefs  of  tranfcribers  \  each  of  thefe  will  fufH^ 
ciently  account  for  the  ditferent  ways  by  which  almoft ' 
every  chronologer  has  endeavoured  to  fix  t)ie  various  ^rtfi 
before  the  birth  of  Christ, 

T^heJcws  indeed^  whether  antient  or  modern,  do 
not  differ  fo  widely  from  one  another  in  this  ref^oft,  as 
the  Chriftians  do ;  but  then  it  is  plain,  as  will  appear 
from  the  tabies,wh!ch  we  ihall  exhibit  in  the  general  preface, 
that  they  have  fhortened,  one  and  all,  the  fpace  between  the 
creation  ofthe  world,  arid  the  birth  ofChrift,by24oyears, 
little  more  or  lefs,  of  the  vulgar  ara,  Wherfier,  there- 
fore, this  was  wilfully  done,  and  with  dcfxgn  to  explode 
the  completion  of  the  prophecies  concerning  the  time  of 

«  Sec  before,  p^^a,  &  fcqq.    * 
Vol.  III.  '     R  '\      .■       the 
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the  Mefliah*s  coming,  which  is  but  too  likely,  feeing 
their  chronology,  from  that  time  to  this,  doth  exadlj 
agree  with  oursj  or  whether  it  happened  llirough  tiie 
inadvertency  of  copyifls,  which  yet  was  hardly  ever 
granted  by  any  true  jetu  ;  their  chronology  can  no  more 
be  reconciled  to  ours,  than  to  that  of  the  Egyptians,  w 
;  of  any  other  nation.  ... 

The  truth  is,  that  all  their  records,  the  iat^r^  boob 
excepted,  are  not  only  of  a  n^ore  recent  date ,  tb^  thdr 
Talmudy  but  feem  wholly  direfiied  bv  it.     So  that  JfAsAr 
ever  fmall  difference  is  to  be  met  witn  between  jtlum,  ib 
point  of  chronology,  is  rather  owing  to  ajiiflFerent  readiii^ 
or  underftanding  of  that  book,  than  a  deviation  froui'it; 
and,  of  vdiat  authority  both  this  and  the,  others  ougbt'to 
be  to  us,  we  need  hot  tell  the  reader.    However,  for  tie 
fatisfaAion  of  fucb  as  are  not  acquainted  urith  thefe  cbv- 
nological  works,  "we  fliall  fubjoin  fome  few  of  the  mot 
confiderable,  together  with  their  authors,  as  far  as  Xhxj 
are  known ,  and  the  time  in  which  they  were  compiled  (A). 
The  firft  is- the  Sedar  Holam  Rabbabj  or  large  ciuo* 
nicle;  which  contains  a  (hort  hiflory  from  the  creaaoi^ 
and  is  generally  attributed  to  one  rabbi  yeji  Ben-Q^l 
UphtQy    who  flourifhed,   if  we  may    befieve  the  g^j 
ralrty  of  the  JewSy  about  130  years  after  Christ,  iJ 
is  faid  to  have  been  mafter  to  the.  famous  Jebudab  iUt 
dijhy  the  compiler  of  the  MiJhnaAi  but  what  flwwsliiL 
to  be  of  more  modern  date  is,  that  his  work  is  condnofll 
down  to  the  time  of  the  emperor  Adrian «  CB)* 

«*  Vid.  Wolf,  biblioth.  rabbin,  fiusn.  84?.  p.462^&li4 
«  See  MoRiN.  Bartoloc.  Bvzt.  &  aL 

(A)  And  here  we  (ball  pafs  a  fuller  account  €>f  the  iU% ' 

hy  their  fictitious  Jofephus  Bin  ing  clux>nplogical  workt|i^p 

Gorton,  whoia  they  have  ob-  we  (hall,  for  that  resSaOfWh 

truded  upon  the  world  inHead  tent  ourfilves   with  lite  bM 

of  the  real  one,  fo  wiell  known  mention  of^  and  only  ol&lc 

to  the  ChrifUans,  and  fo  often  hcre^  that  they  follow  the  A- 

mentioned  in  this  hlSory.  The  irrw  text  as  Bur  as  it  jpH* 
xeader  may  fee  an  account  of '  tkt  reft  is  moiify  fupj^  bf 

thefe  two,  and  the  reafons  for  the  Talmud,  to  the  time  of  is 

the  former  being  trumped  up  being  coaapiled^  and  thai  tf 

by  the  T^iw,  in  oppofition  to  authors  of  later  date. 
the  latter,  in  Prideaux^s  Cm-        (B)Dean  Prideaux  ofa&rfC^ 

;w<?/0//(i},wherehewillfindaIfo  that  the  book  is  ftofid  iiAk 

(i)  Preface  t9  the  xd  wA  /,  |8,  9f  fiqq* 

3  ««-' 
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2.  ThS  Shealoth  Ind  Tejhabotb^  or  qucftions  and  an- 
fwNSy  dialoguewife,  of  rabhi  Sherira,  i»rmtacA  Gaon,  ot 
Ibc  fublime.  This  is  a  tfhronolc^ical  epitome,  the  author 
of  which  flouf-ifhed  from  the  yeat  967  downward  *. 

3.  The  Sidar  HaJam  Zulta,  or  Icfler  chronicle,  an- 
other epitome  of  hiflory,  from  the  creation  to  the  year  of 
Christ  552  ;  but  whofe  unknown  author  lived,  as  the 
book  itfelf  fays,  about  the  year  1123  '. 

4.  Sephtr  Cabbala  Rabbi  Abraham  Leviia  Sen  Diar  j 
tiiis  book  pretends  to  give  a  continual  and  utiyiterrupted 
fucceffion  of  all  the  patriarchs,  prophctSi  elders,  and  wife 
nen,  thftmgh  whofe  hands  the  oral  tradition  palTed,  from 
Mam  to  Mefetf  and  fo  on  to  the  compilers  of  the  TiiA 
mud^  and  from  thence  to  the  year  of  Chhist  i  141  (C ). 

5.  The  Sefher  Juchajin,  or  book  of  geneal<^ies, 
from  the  creation  to  the  year  of  CHaiSl*  I500.  This 
k  a  much  larger  work  than  any  of  the  former. 

'  6.  The  Shalflxleth,  or  chain  of  the  cabbala,  of  thd 
fime  kind  with  the  Jucbafm. 

y.  The  Tzemacb  David,  or  fprout  of  David)  treats 
On  the  feme  fuhjefl  with  the  two  laft  f  Dj. 

TH£5B,'efpecialIy  the  lirft  feven,  are  the  books  which 
fte  Jiws  urge  againft  our  chronology,  and  from  whicit 

""  Vid.  WoLP.  tc  Pr(d.  ntd  fup.  '  V\A.  Seplier  Ju- 

^liafiD,  Shalfbetetbi  U  Tzciaac}i  David,  ap.  Volp.  ubi  fup. 

|«bbtnic  &blesi  which  certain-        (D)  Tfaefe   three  are  ftill 

ty  appear  to  have  been  taken  More  nTodenii  and  leli  wonli 

knt  of  the  Bahjivi^  Talmud;  oai  notice  C4];     Befides  tliefc« 

bom  which  he  concludes,  (hat  we  find  an  apocrrphal  book, 

it  was  written  after  it  (2}.  TO  inlitled,    Dihri  hajamim,     or 

diis  we  may  add  what  a  leam-  chronicle  of  Mafis ;  but  which 

U  Je^  tells  us  (3),  that"  he  it  unirer^ly  rejefled  by  the 

^d  feen  3  copy  of  it,  in  which  Jtvii  aa  well  as  Cbriftians.  As 

^  vifas  faid,  that  the  author  for  the  Samaritan  chronicle, 

ived  760  years  after  the  de-  publiflied  by  5/r»«ri/  (j)  and 

^u^on  of  the  temple.  BafsBgi  (6],  it  is  fo  Ihort,  ob- 

(C)  This  author  doth  often  .fcurc,    and  iticorre£t, -that  it 

UJridge  the  iiftitious  Jefipbiu  could  yield  ns  but  Utile  help 

Bail  Gtrian,    and  is  fuppofed  in    this    particular,    were    it 

bo  be  the  firit,  who  brought  of  greater'  'tuthotity  than  it 

HtmX  Iporious  author  and  bis  is< 
\>a6k  into  credit  among  the 

P^7.  uU  fup.  (s)  Jf.  C<ama,  fit  ™.  Cr<i«j.    "^  I*)  H'M- 

s.;"*  R  2  they 
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they  pretend  to  demonftrate,  that  Christ  appeared  ear* 
lier  In  the  .world  by  about  24.0  years,  than  we  fay  he  did:  ] 
but  as  their  authority  is  altogether  founded   upon  that  ^f  I 
tlie  Talmud f  we  (hall  fpend  no  more  time  in  coufiitiif^  | 
either ».  ! 

We  pafs  by  alfo  the  J^wijh  Targums^  or  Chaldee  ^ 
raphrafes,  becaufe  we  have  none  upon  the  book  of  the 
yudgei  or  of  the  Kings.  But  upon  the  whole,  whatever 
imalT differences  there  may  be  between  thofe  chronolo- 
gical works,  they  all  agree  in  the  feries  and  fucceffion  of 
their  kings  and  judges,  in  the  fame  order  of  time  as  we 
find  them  in  thofe  two  facred  books,  and  that  of  tk 
Chronicles.  It  is  true,  that  this  lafi  fometimes  jars  wilk 
thofe  of  Samuel  and  Kings  in  point  of  numbers,  whether 
of  years,  or  other  things  mentioned  in  both.  But  fuct 
differences  are  fcarce  worth  the  pains  which  fome  crido 
have  taken  to  reconcile  them  ^  (E). 


n  Vid.  Prid.  conn,  ubi  fup,  &  pt,  i.  lib.  v.  •  VMl 

int.  al.  Whiston*8  chronology,  andCxPzovius^s  leamedat* 
fwcr  to  it. 


(E)  Wc  fhaU  have  occafion, 
in  the  fequcl  of  their  hiflory, 
to  hint  at  fome  of  the  latter 
fort;  and,  as  to  the  firft,  the 
only  inftance  we  are  going  to 
give,  will  eafily  convince  the 
reader,  that,  in  thefc  cafes, 
ibme  errors  have  manifeftly 
crept  into  the  text,  whether 
through  the  likenefs  of  the  na- 
merical  Hehrenv  letters,  or  the 
negligence  of  copyills,  what- 
ever the  Jews  may  pretend  to 
the  contrary.  The  place  we 
mean  is,  where  the  book  of 
Chronicles  fays,  that  Jhaziah 
was  42  years  of  age  when  he 
began  to  reign  (7),  contrary  to 
that  of  Kings,  which  makes 
hitn  but  zz  years  old  (8).     It 


i- 


S 


will  be  no  hard  matter  to  U 
where  the  miftake  lies,  fioet^ 
according  to  the  former  »• 
thor,  that  monarch  muft  kit 
been  two  years  older  thao  Ml 
father,  who  is  affirmed  tohn^ 
died  in  the  40th  year  of  Ji^ 
3gc  (9)-  ^t  were  ridicobn 
to  follow  the  forced  and  omi*, 
tural  folution  of  two  or  tbt' 
authors,  who  have  in  vaistf*  §i 
deavoured  to  folve  the  ^Siolr 
ty  (10),  againft  the  6rB*^ 
er  majority,  who  have  pMf 
ewned,  that  it  could  not  beifl' 
moved  by  any  other  way,il> 
by  owning  the  bigger  a* 
ber  to  be  an  error  of^ 
tranfcriber  (11}. 


I 


(7)  2  Chron.  ixii.  2.  (8)  2  Kwgs  viii.  26.  J9)  1  Ck.^ 

ver.  ult.  (10)  Ufferinan.  Brougbtott,  Jun,  in  loc.  (if)  J*^ 

Kimch.  Abarban.  L.  de  Dim,  Pi  feat,  Cajet,  Scalig.  Grot,  Cspfl  ^ '' 
mult,  Vid.  S  Nsrt,  Knatcbbul.  animadv.  in  N.  T.  in  A3^  iv,  U  &* 
effay  «n  4  new  tftrf,  f,  u,  ch,  v'u   ^.  8.  6^  aL  limits 

The 


C  VII.       to  ibt  Babyloni(h  Captivity. 

The  following  is  the  lift  of  the  patriarchs,  heads  or 
chiefs,  judges  and  kings  of  Judah  and  Ifrael.  As  ^ 
their  chronology  and  fynchronifais,  we  (ball  refer  theno, 
^%  we  have  done  hitherto,  to  their  hiftdry. 

The  JemlJI^  patriarchs  \  fr^^^""" 

C  Jacahy  and  his  12  fons.. 


'^^5 


were 


The  heads 
or  leaders. 


\  Jojbua* 


J.  Othniely  fon- in-law  to        6.  Jbinureci  Viis  (bm 
yo/J?ua  (A). 

2.  Ehud, 

3.  Shamgar. 

4.  Dehoj'ah  the  prophet- 
efs,  and  wife  of  Lapi^ 
doth  (B),  with  Barak. 
her  general • 

5.  Gideon^  or  yerubbaaL 


(A)  Jo/ephus  mzken  Kenazj 
the  father  of  OtbnUl,  ta»have 
been  the  firft  judge  (r)  j  jyid 
takes  no  notice  of  his  fon» 
either  as  his  collegue.  or  fuc- 
cieiTor  ;  but  the  text  is  againft 
hitn,  which  gives  that  dignity 
to  the  latter^and  attributes  that 
£gnal  vidlory  to  him,  for  which 
he  was  railed  to  it,  and  add«, 
that  he  held  it  forty  years  (2). 

(B)  Some  chufe  to  render 
the  words  nn>Db  nWiJ  ejhetb 
Lapfdotb^  a  woman  of  Lapi- 
dioth,  as  if  that  was  the  place 
of  her  abode  ;  and  others,  be- 
caufe  lapidoth  iignifies  proper- 
ly lamps,  will  have  her  called 
fo  on  account   of   fome  em- 


7.  Toliihi 

8.  7^/V. 

9.  jfephthah  the.Gi  lend  lit. 
JO.  Ibzan. 
I  J.  Elcn^ 

12.  Eli  the  high^pricff. 

13.  Sam  fon. 

14.  Samuel  the  prophet- 

ployment  (he  had  about  tho(e 
that  burned  in  the  facred  place^ 
for  cither  of  which  th«re  i% 
not  the  If  aft  foundation.  De* 
horah  was  not .  the  only  pro* 
phetefs  that  had  ,  a  bufband.:. 
witnefs  Huldah^  the  wife  of 
Sballum^  pientioned  in  a  for- 
mer note.  The  text  doth  not 
teir  us  what  tklW  Deborah  was 
of,  neither  doth  the  plaCe  of 
her  refidence  determine  it,  the 
thamar  or  palm-tree,wbere  flic 
dwelt,  being  fitaate  on  the 
frontiers  of  Benjamin  and  E-^ 
phraim  (3*,  which  were  indif- 
ferently inhabited  by  cither 
tribe* 


(:)  See  'Ju^g.  iii.  8^  ©  fni^        .  (S)  ^^^^ 
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JevDiJh  kings  before  Jeroboam*s  revolt 

I.  Sauh  3*  David. 

'   2.  IJhhoJheth.  4.  Solomon. 

ICiiigs  of  ^ft^i^  apd  7/r^/,  after  the  rupturp  of  Ae  two 

kingdoms : 


yudab. 
I.  Rehoboani* 
I.  Jbijanif 

3-  ^» 


4.  Jehojbapbatf 

5.  jeboram. 

6.  JlhiiT^^b. 

6.  Jtbaliabj  the  ufurpuig 

queen. 

8.  yeboafii. 

9*  jfmaziab. 

Iia  Vv^^iftb^  oxAzariah, 


11.  Joibam^ 

12.  Ahavt^* 

13.  Hezikiabf 

14.  Manaffcb. 

15.  Amon. 

16.  Jojiab. 

17.  Sbdllum  or  Jiboabaz* 

18.  Eliakimoxjeboiakim. 

19.  Jechoniab  or  Coniabj 
called  alfo  Jeboiakim. 

20.  Mattmi0^  called  alfo 
Zedekifib* 


Ifrael. 

1.  yerobiantf 

2.  £^adab. 

3.  Baajba, 

4*  £^* 

5.  Zimru 

6.  Omr/. 

8«  Abdztab. 
9*  Jeboranii 


■'■\\ 


10.  7^A«* 

11.  jeboabaz, 

12.  jiboajb. 

13.  Jeroboam  II. 
An  interregnum  of  4kftt  |(i| 

years^  and  halC»      i^'i 


14.  Zacbariabm 

15.  Shallum. 

16.  Menabim* 

17.  Pekabiak^ 

18.  Pfitf*. 
ig.  Hojbeff. 


, .-  '.  Irf" 
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SECT.    V. 
^be  Jewifli  Hiftoryj  from  Abraham  to  Mofes. 

WE  have  had  occafion  already  to  hint,  that  this  cele* 
brated  patriarch  was  the  father  and  founder  of  the 
Jewijh  nation^;  though  they  were  never,  as  we  can  find, 
called  by  his  name ;  but  either  by  that  of  Ifraelitei  or 
yew5<i  or  by  the  more  common  one  of  Hebrews  (A).  But, 
as  he  was  defigned  by  the  divine  providence  to  fill  up  a 
more  noble  chara£ler,  and  to  be,  in  a  more  eminent  and  . 
exalted  manner,  the  father  of  the  faithful;  and,  asfuch,was 
to  give  fo  many  fignal  tokens  of  his  faith  and  intire  re* 
Agnation  to  the  divine  call,  which  brought  him  out  of  his 
native  home  into  a  ftrangeland,  where  he  was  to  continue 
onlyafojourner;  it  was,  doubtlefs,  on  that  account  chiefly,  T^^  defigtt 
that  the  facred  hiftorian  hath  thought  fit  to  give  us  a  more  0/ tie  look 

^^Geoeiis^ 

•  Sec  vol.  i.  p.  253,  &  feqq.  ii.  p.  380,  &&qq. 

(A)  We  have  ventured  here  nifying  in  the  original,    the 

to  call  them  Jews^  in  oompli-  other  fide,  whether  of  a  river» 

ante  with  cuftomy  the*  that  name  fea,  or  any  other   thing:   in 

was  not  given  them  till  after  which  fenfe  fome  people  are- 

the  Babylonijh  captivity,  when  called  tranfmarine^  tranfalfine^ 

the  tribe  of  Judah  bccux^s  the  and  the  like.     What  ki&ms  to 

mod  coniiderable,  if  not  almoft  confirm  this  etymology  is^  that 

the  whole  of  what  was  left  of  we  don*t  find,  that  he  was 

Ifrael  (i).     The  firfi  name  called  by  that  name,  till  word 

that    was  given  to   Abraham  was  brought  him  of  his  ne- 

and  his  children,  was  that  of  phew  Lo/*s  misfortune  {3) ;  fo 

Hebrewsy  which  fome  derive  that  it  is  likely  the  mefienger 

from  Heber^  the  fifth  in  def-^  enquiring  for  Abraham^  of  the 

cent  from  l^oah  (2).  But  it  is  inhabitants,     might     defcrib« 

hardly  probable,    that  Abra-  him  by  the  word '^  ^DV  Hibri^' 

ham  would  call  himfelf  by  his  or  one  that   cajtie  frbm  the-^ 

nsune,ratherthan  by  that  ofany  other  fide  of  the  river.  How- • 

of  his  ten  predeceffors,  and  we  ever,  after  Jacob  hsadi  received* , 

rather  think,  that  it  was  given  the  great  name  of  Ifrael^  they 

him  by  the  Canaanites^   be-  preferred  that  of  Ifraelites  to    . 

<:aufe   he  came  thither  from  that  of  Hebrews,,  though  the  - 
the  other  fide  of  the  Eupbra- :  neighbouring  nations  fiiU  called 

tes ;  the  word  "l^y  Heber  fig-  them  by  the  latter. 

{i)  Set!  vol  ii.  p,  ^%%,  ^  muu  (2)  Gen*  X.  24..^.  KimcbL 

R  4  fuccin<^ 
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fucciiiA  account  of  his  life,  travels,  and  various  trials,  as 

well  as  of  the  wonderful  means^by  which  the  divine  wiidom 

and  goodnefs  led  him  through  them  to  the  promifed  blcf- 

fing,  which  was  to  crown  them  all.    Neither  was,  in  adl 

probability,  this  furprifing  hiftory  thus  circumfiaoitiatediy 

penned  without  a  view  of  exciting  the  too  unbelieving 

rfraeliteSj  then  in  the  fame  wandering  condition,  but  de- 

iigned  for  i  more  happy  lot,  to  rely  on  the  fame  infidlible 

guide,  which  was  fpeediby  to  condud  them  to  it,  if  tbeir 

murmuringsand  difobedience  did  not  put  fome  obibudioa 

to  their  promifed  happineis. 

Year  of       Abraham  the  fon  of  Terah^  and  the  tenth  in  a  linerf 

the  flood  defcent  from  the  fon  and  fuccefTor  of  Noah  ^,  viras  bom  in 

427.     Ur  of  the  Cbaldees  c,  and    about  feventy-four  years  of 

iBef.  Cbr.  age  when  his  father  and  he  came  from  tnence  into  A- 

192K    ran^y  where  they  had  not  been  feated  long,  before  TtrA 

died  in  the  two  hundredth  and  fifth  year  of  his  age  (B)*  Hii 

ninenl 

■ 

^  Qen.  X.  2$,  &  feqq.  See  vol.  i.  p.  299,  &  feqq.        ^  GcB« 
XI.  Af  &ieqq.  ^  Vide  vol.  i.  p«  257»  &ieqq. 

(B)  There  feems  to  be  an  grandfather,  according  to  tlie 

infurmountabledifficultyin  this  jirabian  hifbry  of  that  pitri- 

acGount  of  TeraPs   age,   of  arch;  aad  to  fill  up  tfaechaiiii^ 

which  we  have  taken  notice  fuppofe  that  Jdaroegot  Jhra- 

in  a  former  volume  (3),    and  bam  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his 

which  chronologer3  have  va-  age  (5)  ;  but  befides  the  (inall 

riouily  endeavoured  to  remove,  reliance  we  can  have  on  that 

Willet  and  ^remellius  think,  hiftory,  the  thing  feems  quite 

that  though  Terah    was  but  oppofite  to  the  text.     Others 

feventy  yeais  old  when  he  be-  more  reafonably  fuppofe,  with 

gan  to  ha^e  children,  yet  he  Sir  Norton  Knatcbbufl  (6),  that 

was   near    an    hundred     and  there  is  an  error  crept  into  the 

thirtywhen  he  begat  ^i^r«i&ii«r,  original;  and  that  TtrabviMs 

and  that  thofe  that  were  born  either  an  hundred  and  thirty 

before    him,   are    purpofedly  years  old  when  he  begat  jibra- 

omitted  by  Mofes^  that  Jbra-  bam^  or  that  if  he  was  then 

bam  might  have  the  honour  of  but  feventy  years  old,  he  died 

pHmoginiture  for  the  excellency  in  the  hundredth  and  fifty-fifth, 

of  his  faith  (4).     Others  with  and  not  in  the  two  hundredth 

Calmtt^  choofe  rather  to  give  and  fifth  year  of  his  ^e :  for  the 

him  Adar^   or  Axar^  fer  his  text  fays,  that  Abraham  was 

fiither,   aud    'lerab    for   his  icventy-five  years  old  when  he 

(3)  ^oAi4/>.l256,  tSJeqq.  r(4)  Jitm  inloi,  VtlUt.  eh.  ii.  fuafl.  19. 

f5)  Ca/m,  bift^    Vid.  JUrbgUu  bibliot,  oritMt.  p,  iz,  13.  (6)  Vid.effa^ 

Jeft 
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lI  vras  fcarce  over  when  Abraham  was  commanded  Abra- 
:>D  to  depart  thence,  into  a  land  which  he  (bould  (bewhainVrii//. 
n;  and  God  afliired  him,  that  he  would  blefs,  pro- 

and  multiply  him  in  an  extraordinary  manner  ; 
rnt  in  his  feed  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  ihould  be 
3  ^ :  he  readily  obeyed,  being  doubtlels  well  acqualnt- 
th  the  call,  and  taking  Sarah  his  wife,  and  Lot  his 
er's  fon^  with  all  his  fervants  and  cattle,  went  into 
^nd  of  Catman^  and  pitchfed  his  tents  near  the  city 
chem^  {C)  then  inhabited  by  the  Canaanitis,  where 
ilt  an  altar  unto  the  Lord.  Here  God  was  pleafed 
pear  again  unto  him,  to  confirm  all  his  former  pro- 
3  and  to  aflure  him,   that  he   would  one  day  give 

land  to  his  pofterity.  Soon  after,  a  great  famine.  Year  of 
1  happened  in  thofc  parts,  furced  him  to  rcpiove  into  'he  flood 
f,  which  was  then  the  only  place  where  he  might     4^^- 

to  find  provifion  for  his  numerous  family,  and  great  ^''  ^^^* 
tude  of  cattle.     However,  the  fear  he  was  in  upon    *9*^- 
ccount  of  Sarah  his  wife,  who,  tho'  fhe  was  paft  ihtQ^^ 
fifth  year  of  her  age,  retained  yet  beauty  enoeigh  tOp^''  " 
iger  the  man's  life  who  ihould  pafs  for  her  husl&nd,    °'^^ 
'■  him  reiblve,  after  fome  hefitation,  that  fhe  fhould 
or  his  fifler,  in  every  place  they  came  to.    And  from 

<  Gen.yii.  2,  &feqq.  ^  Ibid. 

aran,  and  that  his  father  Greek  ^,  and  might  be  more 

>at  a  little  while  before,  properly  fpelt  Charan ;  where- 

Nt  choofe  to  refer  our  as   Terah^s  fon's  name  be^^in* 

•  for  a  more  fatisfaaory  only  with  a  n  ^/,  which  an- 

m  to  the  learned  Cafzo-  fwers  to  oar  h. 
efpecially  with  the  notes        (C)  If  we  may  credit  A7- 

wrcus  Iftofes  in  our  Eng-  cholas  of  Dama/cus,  Abraham 

Dgae.  dame  with  an  army  from  Chal- 

nay  not  be  improper  to  dea^  dopt,  and  reigned  fome 

lotice  here,  that  though  time  in   the  country  of  Da- 

f,  the  land  fo  called,  and  mafcusy  before  he  went  to  Si* 

t,  the  fon  of  Terah,  be  cJhem  (7},  and  his  name  was 

Kdth  the  fame  letters  in  ilill  famous  there.      Jofephus 

and  other  veriions,  from  feems  to  have  quoted  his  very 

fome  have  concluded,  words,  adding,  that  Ahrahand 

he  latter  gave  his  name  name  was    to   that  day    in 

t  country  ;   yet  in  the  great  veneration  in  that  coun- 

d   they  are    differently  try,  and  that  there  was  ilill  a 

*oi%,  the  former  with  a  village  which  bore  the  name  of 

^thy   equivalent    to   the  /^«/&ii;Kf*s  habitation. 

(7}  ^«  J^S*i^  ^^f  ^*^  '«S*    Sufib^fraf.  Aix.  c.)[6. 
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this  defcent  into  £f)^  the  generality  of  chroaolpgeo 
compute  the  fpace  of  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  mci^ 
tioned  by  St.  Paul^^  agreeably  to  what  A4ojes  fajrs  in  wr' 
other  place  i,  that  Ifrail  dwelt  in  Egypt  four  hundred  lud' 
thirty  years ;  that  is,  as  the  LXX  interpret  itp  that  fiwii* 
the  nrft  coming  of  Abraham  thitlier  to  the  exodus  iboiait 
be  four  hundred  and  thirty  years.  We  (hall  have  occafioii. 
Year  of  ^^  refume  this  point  in  its  proper  place.     Abraham  bad  Mti 

flood  429.heen  long  in  Egypt  before  Sarah  charmed  the  Egyfiiam^ 

Bef.   Chr.and  in  the  end  captivated  P^rtfo^  himfelf  j  who^  forlxrv 
1919.    fake,  {hewed  extraordinary  favours  to  her  pretended  bro- 

K^rs/"^  ther  (£).  In  a  fhort  time  Abraham  faw  himfelf  poflefied  ^ 
vaft  numbers  of  (heep,  oxen,  camels,  aiTes,  men  and  Jtiud^' 
fervants,   befides  gold,  filver,  and  other  precious  things, 
which  Pharoah  heaped  upon  him  $  though  all  too  mean- 
to  recompenfe  him  for  the  lofs  of  hi^  wife:  at  leiigA 
God  was  pleafed  to  interpofe  on  his  behalf,  and  to  delivo^ 
Sarah  from  the  imminent  danger  (he  was  in.     Phara§b 
and  his  houfe  were  infefted  with  fuch  plagues,  as  plainly >! 
cofivinced  them  on  whofe  account  they  fufiered.     Tho 
king  ^en  fent  for  Abraham^  and  bawing^(harply  rebuked  - 
him  for  deceiving  him  in  a  matter  of  fuch  confequence;^ 
delivered  up  his  wife  to.  him  as  free  from  anv  (Iain'  of  di^ 
loyalty  as  he  had  received  her  ;  and  gave  oraers,  that  'they  • 
might  fafely  depart  his  dominions  with  all  the  wealth  they  ■ 
had. 

ABRAHAM  made  no  (lay  in  Egypt  after  this ;  the  bf. 

RettfTHs  to  mine  being  ceafed  in  the  place  which  he  had  left,  he.; 

Sethel.  returned  thither  by  the  fame  way  ;  and,  on  the  altar  he 
had  built  before,  offered  a  facrifice  of  thanks  for  his  happy 
efcape,  and  fafe  return  °*.   In  the  mean  time,  the  herds  of 

*  Galat.  iii.  17.         *  Exod.  xii.  40.        ^  Gen«xii,  palC 
xm. 

(£)  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  impoiGble  to  determine^  not 

unacceptable  to  obferve  bere^  only    becaufe    hii    particular 

that  i'^«rtf0/&  was  not  the  name  name  is    not    mentioned    by 

of  this  particular  kingy  but  an  Mo/es^  but  iikewife  by  reafbn 

appellation  common  to  all  the  of  the  great  confufion  we  have 

kings   of  Egypt,    They  had  obferved  in  their  chronology, 

alfo  other  particular  names,  as  and  fucceiHon   of  their  kings 

Sof    Necho^    Shijhacy  &c.  but  (8) ;  however,  abp.  Uj^er  vcn- 

under  which  of  the  kings  of  tares  to  call  him  Apopbis  (9). 
Vffpt  this  event  happened,  is 

(8)*^;^  vol  ii.  ^.  3Si  is)  Sub  A.  JMU  2084* 

Uty 
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Loi^  as  well  as  his  own,  being  grown  too  numerous  for 
itbe  land  they  lived  in.   fuch  contentions  arofe  between 
their  (hepherds,  that  Abraham  refolved  in  a  friendly  man-  Separates 
lier  to  feparat6  from  Lot ;   and,  havti^  given  him  \Msfrom  Lot. 
choice  of  the  whole  country  that  lay  before  him^  Lot 
chofe  the  fertile  plains  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah^  which  he 
faw  watered  by  the  river  Jordan^  and   parted  from   his 
uncle  N     Abraham  was  no  fooner  Separated  from  him,  but 
Gk>p,  who  feems  to  have  been  the  fole  conductor  of  this 
fcene,'  that  the  promifed  bleiSngs  mig^t  fall  on  him  alone, 
bid  him  caft  his  eye  round  the  horizon,  and  promifed  to 
give  all  that  land  he  beheld,  to  him  and  his  pofterity. 
Abraham  foon  after  left  Bethel^  and  went  to  dwell  in  the 
land  of  Morehj  which  is  in  Hebron^  where  he  built  an 
altar  unto  God,  and  foon  after  contra£h;d  a  friendfhip 
with  three  of  the  greateft  men  of  the  place ;  viz.  Mamre^ 
Aner^  and  EJhcol ;  the  firft  of  whom  communicated  his 
name  to  all  the  country  f-    This  alliance  proved  very 
ferviceable  to  Abraham  m  procefs  of  time,  and  was  the 
tcaufe  of  his  living  peaceably  near  ten  years  among  them ; 
but  a  misfortune  which  befel  Lot  about  this  time,  who  was 
taken  captive  by  Chedorlaomer  and  his  allies®  *,  forced |;^t  iakm, 
him  to  muft^r  up  all  his  forces  and  courage  to  tekueprg/bner ; 
bim  out  of  their  hands.     This  difafier  no  fooner  reached    Year  of 
Airaham*s  ears  than  he  communicated  the  news  6f  it  to  flood  436^ 
his  three  friends,  Mamre^  Aner  and  J^JhcoL-  He  readily  Bef.Chr. 
obtained  their  affiftance,  and  joining  three  hundred  of  his    1912. 
men   to  it,  they  marched  in  purfuit  of  the  conquerors,  ^^^/^^r\J 
furprifed  them  at   Dan  in  the  night,  purfued   them    as 
far  as  Hoba.^  on  the  left  of  DamafctUy  and   having  xt-andrefcued 
fcued  Lot  with  all  his  family,  fervants,  and  cattle,  brought^  Abra* 
him  bacl^  to  his  old  habitation.     The  king  of  Sodom^^n^ 
who  was  probably  the  fon  of  him  who  had  perifhed  in  the 
(lime-pits,   came  out  to  congratulate  Abraham  upon  his 
fuccefs^  and  even  oiFered  him  all  the  booty  which  he  had 
retaken,  the  men  and  women  excepted,  but  the  patriarch 
nobly  refufed  to  accept  the  leaft  fcare  of  it.    Here  Mel* 
chifedek  met  and  bleiled  him,  and  he  prefente4  that  high- 
prieft  with  the  tythes  of  all  the  fpoil^. 

After  this  Abraham  removed  to  Mamre^  or  Hebron y  Remo*ve$ 
where  God  was  pleafed  to  appear  to  him  a  fifth  ^me  in/^Kebro^. 

^  Ibid*  ver.  7,  &  feqq.    Vid,  fap.  vol.  ii.  p.  lap.        f  See 
before,  vol.  ii.  p.  412,  &  (K).  ^  Genef.  c.  xiv.  paff, 

*  Vid.  fup.  vol.  ii.  p,  izg.  f  CeqeC  c.  w*  vw.  i8* 

§i|p,  ibid.  p.  196, 
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a  vifion,  and  to  give  him  frdh  aflurances  of  his  fpedatfr 
vour,  adding,  that  he  would  be  his  exceeding  great  reward 
Jbraham^  who  had  hitherto  hearkenecfto  God's  promifet 
without  any  expreflion  of  diftruft,  ventured  now,  foi'tbc 
firfttime,  to  expoftulate  with  him,   not  comprehends 
how  they  could  pofllbly  be  fulfilled  whilft  himfelf  conti- 
nued childlefs,  and  to  all  appearance  muft  leave  aD  iin 
fubftance  to  EUezer  of  Damafcus^  overfeer  of  his  hoiit 
hold.     This  was  indeed  a  niodeft  way  to  trv  whether 
God  defigned  to  ble(s  him  with  a  child  ;   and  God  M 
not  leave  him  long  in  lufpenfe,  but  affured  him>  that  not 
Eliezer^  but  a  fon  of  his  own  fhould  be  Mis  heir ;  tben 
commanding  him  to  lift  lip  his  eyes  to  heaven,  proroifed 
to  make  his  pofterity  more  numerous  than  the  ftars  there- 
of.   Abraham  was  now  eighty-five  years  old,  and  Saiiihi 
turned  of  feventy-four,  was  thought  barren.     All  tM 
had  been  fui&cient  to  ftagger  a  faith  lefsi  firm  than  Uif 
but  the  Scripture  fays,  that  he  believed  in  God,  and  thit 
it  was  imputed  unto  him  for  righteoufnefs  ^ .     Gon  fA\ 
pleafed  moreover,  to  repeat  his  former  promifes,  that  kfc! 
would  infallibly  give  that  land  to  his  poilenty,  aflurifl^ 
V  '      '    him,  that  it  was  for  that  very  end  that  he  had  hroujiif 
bim  thither  out  of  Chaldea.     Here  Abraham  could  not 
forbear  .defiring  of  God  to  give  hhifi  fome  certain  i<kA% 
whereby  he  might  be  aflured  that  his  feed  fhould  po®' 
that  land,  and  God  was  pleafed  to  comply  with  his  re- 
queft.     He   bid  him  take    an  heifer  of  three  years,  V 
goat  of  three  years,  and  a  ram  of  three  years  (I),  wi^ 

'  Gen.  XV,  i— (J,  &fcqq. 


(I)  The  word  which  we 
tranilate  three  years  old,  in  the 
original  is,  ru;7U^D  mefiule- 
j^//i&, which  rather  fignifies  tri- 
plicated, or  thrice  told,  be- 
ing the  pauU  in  the  conjuga- 
tion //>/,  as  the  grammariaiis 
fpeak.  Accordingly  Onkelos 
(32)  tranflates  it  three  heifers, 
three  goats,  and  three  rams  s 
wherein  he  is  followed  by  o- 
ther  Je*wt/h  commentators. 
One  of  them  tells  us   (33), 


lis 


that  Abraham  was  tben  repn< 
fenting  the  three  future  isTt 
fices ;  namely,  burnt-offieriipi 
facrifice  for  fm,  knd  fBta-: 
offering.  However  that  beii 
it  is  from  this  adUon  of.  di- 
viding the  vidimsy  and  pafiof 
thro'  the  midft  to  them,  thft 
the  I/raeiites  introduced  t)ie 
like  ceremony  in  the  ratiijrii^; 
their  covenants  either  wiu 
God  or  men. 


^  T3i)  Vid.  M&ctr,  Vilkt,  Rah.  Sal.  C^  el,  in  In, 
Gtrur.i,  ap,  Munfi^  in  G$n»  xix«  fu^  rtt,  d* 


f»)i»¥ 

apigeofl 


L. 
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in  and  a  turde-dove,  and  offer  tbem  up.  .  JttrU'- 
imediately  took  theni)  killed  the  tbree  beafts, 
hem  in  me  midft ;  and  joining  the  pieces  one  to 
laid  the  birds  on  the  top  of  tbem,  whilft  him- 


*53 


er 


jred  to  drive  away  the  fowls  from  the  (acrifice.  As 
the  fun  b^an  to  fet,  a  deep  fleep  fell  upon  him, 

d  by  a  horror  of  great  darknels ;  during  which,  it 

ealed  to  him  from  God,  that  his  pofterity  (houM 
and  be  afflidled  in  a  ftrange  land  four  hundred 

K) :  at  the  expiration  of  which,  God  would  pu- 

nifb 

*  Ibid.  ver.  6.    Rom.  iv.  3,  &allb. 


Expofitors  have  given 
ious  opinioos,  in  order 
:  out  thefe  four  han* 
irs.  G etifhrar J  z  lezm- 
\flj  chronolo^er  has  af- 
that  the  Ijraelites 
n  Egypt  the  full  num- 
bur  hundred  years  (34), 
xror  may  be  t2^\Y  con- 
y  the  lives  of  Kohatb^ 
I  of  Le^i^  who  went 
vith  Jacob  (35),  and 
^gyft  in  the  hundredth 
irty-third  year  of  his 
►) :  of  his  fon  Amram^ 
cr  of  Mofest  who  lived 
ndred  and  thirty-feven 
,7) ;  and  ofMofes^  who 
lity  years  old  when  he 
:  Ifrael  oat  of  Egypt ; 
lich  feveral  numbers 
Kit  three  hundred  and 
ars,  out  of  which  we 
ibftrad  thofe  which 
had  attained  when  he 
>wn  into  Egypt,  and 
;  the  time  the  fiithers 
ith  their  children.  This 
le  fome  reduce  the  num- 
lefs  than  two  hundred 


and  ten  years  (}8),  and  others 
to  two  hundred  ;  wherott  We 
(hall  endeavour  to  prove,  that 
they  remained  there  two  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  yean.  St. 
Paul  reckons  from  the  firft 
promife  made  to  Ahrahanr^  to 
the  promulgation  of  the  law, 
in  cbefirft  year  after  the  tx9dt 
four  hundred  and  thirty  years 
(39)^  Of  which  two  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  weie'  already 
expired,  when  Ifratl  came  in- 
to Egypt y  which  is  thus  proved^ 
1.  From  the  time  of  Ahra- 
ban^%  arrival  in  Canaan^  to 
Jacob'^  defcent  into  Egypt,  are 
but'  two  hundred  and  fif- 
teen years;  wz.  twentj^-five 
from  the  time  of  the  promife 
to  the  birth  of  his  fon 
Ifaac ;  60  more  to  the  birth 
of  yacvb,  who  is  affirmed  by 
Mo/es  to  have  been  i3oyear> 
old  when  he  flood  before  Pba- 
raobf  all  which  make  but 
21^.  2.  The  laft  remaining 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  may 
be  thus  reckoned :  Kohath 
came  down  with  Jacob,  and. 


i,  lit  J, 
f,  ver,  20. 
tfr.  i.^.  17. 


ix%)  Cfft,  xlvi.  XX.  <iS)  ExfJ.vL  18. 

l^r,  Qhryfc%  b:miL    /.  i.     /wr.  de  J^j-.  tn  he. 
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nifh    their   opprcflbrs,    and  bring    his  children  into  tk  Vl 
land  which  he  had  promifed  him,  whilft  himfelF  flioiiU 


according  to  Eufehiuf^  begat 
Amram  in  his  feventieth  year^ 
and  Amram  begat  Mofes  much 
aboat  the  fame  age ;  to  which 
if  we  add  the  eighty  years  of 
MMfes*%  ^  when  he  led  them 
oaty  the  whole  will  make  two 
hundred  and  twenty*  from 
which  may  be  fubftradled  ^y^ 
years,  the  fuppofed  age  of  JS^- 
batb^  when  Jacob  left  Canaan^ 
and  the  remainder  will  be  the 
jdme.of  their  abode  in  Eppt^ 
namely,  two  hondred  and  fif- 
teen years  (40). 

Hence  it  is  plain,  that  the 
four  hundred  years  of  Abra- 
bam*s  feed  fojourning  in  a 
Grange  land,  muft  be  reckon- 
ed, not  from  their  coming  in- 
to Egypf^  but  from  the  birth 
of  J/aat,  For  all  the  time  of 
their  fojourning  in  the  land  of 
Canaan,  Gerar,  or  any  other, 
was  Hill  in  a  ftrange  land,  in 
which  they  had  not  a  foot  of 
ground,  if  we  except  the  cave 
of  Macpelab.  As  to  what 
is  added,  that  they  fhall  like- 
wife  ferve  and  be  ill  treated, 
it  is  commonly  underilood  to 
be  fpoken  circumllaDtially, 
and  might  be  put  in  a  piren- 
theiis,  thus;  they  fhall  fojoum 
and  be  flrangers  (and  likewise 
ferve  and  be  oppreifed)  during 
the  (pace  of  four  hundred 
years,  as  St.  Auftin  and  others 
have  fully  proved  (41).  Ac- 
cordingly, we  find  Ifaac  op- 


prefied  in  Oerar,  his  Mb 
filled  np  by  its  inhabitantS|1il 
himfelf  forced  fiiU  mk 
from  them  *  ;  and  Jiat 
ferved,  and  was  oppreflri  bf 
Laban  near  twenty  yean»jf^ 
neither  of  them  laboored  » 
der  a  oontinoal  oppidfaik 
The  Egyptian  fervitudediiat 
commence  till  after  J^jftmi 
his  brethren  were  dead  (it); 
before  that,  the  IfraelUttaid 
in  peace  and  plenty.  i!Ut\ 
ing  therefore,  that  Zm^fVj 
forty-four  years  of  ageat^" 
firft  coming  Into  ^gypi*  t ' 
is  the  moft  that  can  lie 
pofed,  he  moft  haW 
ninety-three  years  in  SM 
becanfe  the  €ezt  tells  .u^w 
he  died  in  the  liiiiidfviUh'iij 
thirty-ieventh  year  of  idi^Pi 
(43).  And  thde  ninetfvi 
years  being  f uhftraded  fiii 
two  bundled  and  fifteeo».dl 
time  of  their  abode  ^ 
there  wiU  remain  but  an  k», 
dred  and  twenty-two  ycqi^ 
thraldom,  even  fuppofa)|^ 
to  have  begim  immediw 
after  his  death.  The  aabnl 
fenfe  therefore  of  this  pn- 
phecy  to  Abraham,  can  b 
only  this,  that  his  feed,  fitA 
1/aac  on,  fhould  be  (bnnpl 
in  a  land  that  was  not  dm 
during  the  fpace  of  four  li# 
dred  years,  during  fomefiK 
of  which  they  fhould  be  op- 
preiTed,  affiiaed,  andatkqfk 
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gathered  to  his  fathers  in  a  good  old  age.  After  this, 
rabam  faw  2  fmoking  furnace,  and  a  burning  lamp, 
s  between  the  vi&Ims,  which  in  all  probability  con* 
ned  them.  Thus  was  this  new  and  glojNOus  covenant 
ified  between  God  and  Abrabanij  who,  highly  pleafed 
:h  all  thefe  promifes,  went  to  impact  bis  joy  to  his 
qycd  wife  ^.  > 

Sarah  not  dreaming  that  ihe  was  to  be  the  happy  year  of 
»tii«r  of  the  promifed  child,  and  baring  moreover  all  Hood  437. 
r  convincing  proofs  that  a  woman  can  have,  of  herBef.Chn 
ng  paft'all  poiSbility  of  having  any  of  her  own,  re- 191 1. 
ved  to  be  at  leaft  a  mother  by  proxy,  according  to  the 
ftOfti  of  that  age  and  country.     To  this  end  fhe  per- 
ided-  her  husband  to  take  her  band-maid  Hagar  to  him. 
It   if  he  had  a  child  by  her,  fhe  might  brine  it  forth 
on  her  knees.     Abraham  acquiefced,    and  Hagar  no 
>ner  found  herfelf  pregnant,  than  fhe  became  haughty 
4  infolent  towards  her  miftrefs.     Sarah^  impatient  to 
5.  herfelf  infulted  by  a  flave,  whom  her  kindnefs  had 
ifed,  could  not  forbear  breaking  out  into  bitter  complaints 
j^inft  thensi  both  (  and  Jbraham^  willing  to  convince 
^  wife  that  he  loved  her  as  much  as  ever,  left  it  to  her, 
i|jdo  herfelf  juftice  in.what  way  (he  fhould  think  fit; 
hich  ihe  accordii^yi  did ;  but  with  fuch  feverity,  that 
\agari  skQi  being  able  to  bear  it,  flole  away  from  her, Hagar// 
id  went  and  fat  down. by  a  fountain  on  the  road  to  Sur^ forced ta 
iding  to  Egypt.     Hcne  die  angel  of  the  Lord  met  Yitx^flyPom 
id  perfuaded  her  to  return,  and  fubmit  herfelf  to  her  ^^rM//- 
Hlreft^;  afTuring  her  that  (he  would  be  foon  delivered oSztrefs^ 
i»,  whom  fhe  fliouM  call  Ijhmael  (L)  ;  that  his  poflerity 
buld  multiphr  exceedingly,  and  that  both  he  and  they 
^d  prove  fierce  and  warlike ;  that  their  hand  fhould 
\  ^infl  every  man,  and  every  man's  againfl  them  (M) ; 

and 

•it. 

*  Gen.  XV.  9,  &ieqq.^ 

Xff^t  under  bondage  \  which  diately  fab)oined  by  the  angel^ 

Dlfi    being     expir^     they  namdy,  becaafe  the  Lord  had 

jQmld  find    a  happy  delive-  heard  her  complaint. 

iflOQ.                ^  (M)    This    prediaion    has 

(L)  Ifimael  is  compounded  been  ezadUy  vexified  in  thefe- 

X  th«  words   VDU;^  and  Pfii  veral.  tribes  of  the  Arabs y  I/b- 

fim^b  and  El^  the  Lord,  maerz  defcendants,   who    are 

ith^  w  will  hear.     The  rea-  generally  cruel,  warlike,  and 

in  <rf  which  name-  is  im^ie*  given  to  rapine  v  and  whofe 

habitation 


IQII 
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and  that  they  fhould  dwell  in  the  face  of  all  their  \n^ 
thren  u.  Hagar  hearing  this  comfortable  news,  was  Iboi 
//^^^-/tfa^/^perruaded  to  ukethe  angel's  advice ;  and,  in  memory  tf 
ti  hy  an  this  furpriiing  vifion,  (he  called  the  well  Beer-labai-niy 
angeltore-  which  lignifies  the  wsUof  him  that  lives  and  fees  m.  Hi 
/»r»,  and  well  was  between  Cade/b  and  Barneah  ''.  Soon  after  Itf 
Submit,  return  fhe  brought  forth  the  promifed  fon,  and  called  hiv. 
Year  of  IJhmael^  according  to  the  angel's  word.  Akrahum  ilk 
^ood  437.'^^^  eighty-fix  years  of  age,  and  did  not  exped  anothf 
Bef.  Chr.  fo^f  but  brought  this  up  as  the  heir  of  all  his  fubftaooe^^. 
and  of  all  God's  promifes,  and  Hagar^  whofe  intent 
it  was  not  to  undeceive  him,  thought  fit  to  conc.ealivktf 
^the  angel  had  revealed  to  her  ;  fo  that  it  was  not  till  4*' 
r  moft  thirteen  years  after,  that  God  plainly  promifed  ttr 
a  fon  by  Sarah  faiswife. 

By  this  time  Abraham  had  attained  to  the  ninety-niolk 
year  of  his  age,  when  God  was  pleafed  to  ratify  hiif 
^.       mer  covenant  with  him,    by  changing  his  namc'fr 
Inf  Abra-  Abram  toAlraham(S)i  and  by  affuring  him,  that  he 
hsan.         make  him  the  father  of  many  nations  ;  that  kinp 

come  out  of  him,  and  that  his  pofterity  fhould  ._ 

Year  of  pofTefs  the  land  wherein  he  was  a  ftrsviger.  And,  as  atoL, 

^^45^ -or  rather  trial,  of  his  faith  and  obedience,  God  commawk 

I  «         him  to  circumcife  all  the  males  in  his  family,  withi 

'9^-       further  injunftion,  that  for  the  future  all  the  males  thtu 

fhould  be  born  of  him,  or  in  his  family,  whether  bond  ocj 

free,  none  excepted,  fhould  be  circumcifed  on  the  ei^  " 

day  after  they  were  born  ;  and  that  if  any  male  renuui 

uncircumcifed,  that  foul  fhould  be  cut  ofF  as  a  defpifa'' 

of  God's  covenant,  from  having  any  fhare  in  the  pro*. 

mlfed  bleilings  defigned  for  him  and  his  poflerity.  LwUji 

and  to  complete  his  happinefs,  God  was  pleafed  to  afiTuR 

him,  that  Sarah  his  wife  fhould  bear  him    a  fon,  irio 

fhould  be  heir  to  all  thefe  bleflings ;  and  therefore,  that 


Abram^i 

iiame 

rhanged 


«  Gen.  xvi.  1 2. 

habitation  is  in  tents,  within 
the  neighbourhood  of  Judea, 
Idumea,  Sec. 

(N)  Concerning  the  etymon 
of  this  twofold  name,  and  the 
uncertain  conjectures  of  the 
karned  about  it,  we  ihall  re- 


w 


Ibid.  vcr.  14, 


fer  our  reader  to  what  hi 
been  offered  in  a  former  fO 
lume  f .  As  for  the  reateil 
it,  it  is  plainly  hinted  in  ch 
text,  <uix,  that  he  was  to  be 
come  the  father  of  many  ni* 
tions. 


f  nd.  /»/.  vol,  1.  /.  350  (K)% 


ha 


X* 
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J  fliould  be  no  longer  Sarat^  but  Sarah  (P). 
'abam  falling  on  his  face,  probably  to  conceal 
ng,  which  either  the  ftrangencfs  or  improba- 
what  he  heard,  had  forced  from  him,  began  to 
for  the  life  and  prefervation  of  JJhmaeU  beyond 
thought  it  unreaibnable  to  afk  or  wiih  for  any 
lit  the  Almighty  foon  afTured  him,  that  thefe 
Engs  were  not  defigned  for  IJhmqely  but  for  a 

born  of  the  hitherto  barren  Sarah^  whom  he 
?refore  name  Ifaac  (Q,)  ;  that,  as  to  fhe  fon  of 
6  would  indeed  blefs  him  with  a  numerous  po« 
>ut  that  Ifaac  alone,  whom  Sarah  (hould  bear, 
le  year  from  that  very  day,  was  to  be  in- 
the  covenant  and  promife,  that  in  his  feed  all  .^ 

the  earth  fhould  be  blefled  *. 

^as  no  fooneir  departed,  than  Abraham  took  his  ^ear  of 
?/,  and  all  the  males  in  his  family,  and  circum-  'l^e  flood 
1,  as  well  as  himfelf,  without  any  regard  either     45'- 
1  age,  which  was  almoft  one  hundred  years,  or  .^' 

idernefs  of  his  fon,  who  was  not  above  thirteen. .  '  97- 
itted  alike  to  the  operation,  and  to  God's  ^^^'^C^C^ 
I  the  fame  day  (R)  5  and  it  was  not  long  ^^^^^^  and  his  fa. 

X  Gen.  xvu-  4      cumcijed. 

'  ■  * 

li  ^^^  in  Hehrew  and  Sarah  of  the  certainty  of 

frincefsy  and  TV\^  his  promife  to  them,   which 

I  name  now  given  none  but  an  all-fufiicient  power 

/}.  could  fulfil  (45). 
her  obfervable,  that        (Q)  Ifaac ^  or  according  to 

le  beginning  of  (t^-  the  nehre^  pnu^y^   Ifchakh^ 

(44),     calls    him-  fignifies  he  has,  orjhall  laugh, 
I  time,  n\£yb^^   El        (R)  Whether  this  ceremony 

^hich     our   veriion  of  circumciiion  was  fir  ft    in- 

anflates     Almighty  troduced  into   the  world,  by 

is   compound  word  the  Hebrews  or  Egyptian Sih2x\i 

\  varioufly  canvafled  been  much  contefled  by  antient 

gills ;  but  we  think  and  modern  hiilorians,  critics, 

enuine  derivation  is  and  others.      Herodotus,  \rho 

bd  inltead  of  '^U^N,  declares  he  had  received  all  his 

noun  qui,  *who,  and  knowlege   of  the    aiFairs    of 

ficient,  or  Jelf-fuffi'  Egypt  from  their  priefb,  gives 

rxpreflion   very  fit  it  indeed  for  the  £^//<?»j( 46); 

to aflure  Abraham,  but  he  feems  in  fc^ne  mealure 

f«  ^45  J  OUaJi,  tS  «U  (46)  Htrodot,  L  ii.  f.  36, 

r.      '  s  .  t0 
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his  obedience  was  rewarded  with  a  feventh  and  w 

Abraham  markable  vifit  from  God.     Abraham^  who  dwelt  i 
gnfiriaim  j| 

ihrti  AH" 

gils. 


to  retrad,  if  not  to  contradi^ 
himfelf;  in  this  ytty  point, 
when  he  affirms^  that  no 
nation  pradifed  it,  but  what 
received  it  firil  from  the  Sgyp- 
timu;  and  a  little  after  owns, 
that  be  did  not  know  which 
of  the  two  had  it  firft,  the 
Egyptians  or  Etbitpianj, though 
he  is  inclined  to  believe  the 
fortner  (46).  As  for  the  reft 
of  the  antientSywho  are  on  that 
iide  the  queftion,  as  they  have 
blindly  followed  Herodotus^  all 
their  authority  centres  in  him. 
However,  it  is  certain,  that 
neither  t^ey,  nor  any  other 
nation  we  know  of,  they«i;^ 
excepted,  did  prafUie  it  oni^ 
verfally.  The  priefti  were 
indeed  obliged  to  be  circum- 
cifed,  but  the  reft  of  the  peo- 
ple were  left  wholly  at  their 
liberty.  Neither  doth  it  ap- 
pear, that  they  pra^ifed  it  up- 
.  on  a  religious  account,  as  the 
Je*ws  did.  Philo  (47)  has 
given  us  the  reafons  why  thofe 
nations  ufed  drcuAiciiion ; 
namely,  firft,  in  order  to  a- 
void  a  diftemper  called  a  car- 
buncle, to  which  they,  who 
were  not  circumcifed,  were 
often  fubje^i.  Secondly,  for 
the  (ake  of  cleanlinefs,  by  cut- 
ting off  whatever  was  apt  to 
harbour  any  filth ;  and  for  this 
reafon  it  was,  that  they  ihaved 
their  bodies  all  over.  The 
third  is  fymbolical,  and  foreign 
to  our  fnbjea.     The  laft  is. 


that  drcamcifion  is  tal 
fertility  ;  and  that  tiMl 
are  circumcifed,  are  w/i 
procreation  than  UuAw. 
not^  Now  for  the  m 
we  mean  the  Chrifiumm 
thefe  do  not  indeed; 
abfolutely,that  Ahr$bm 
cd  it  from  the  EgyfUm 
that  it  is  poffible  he  1 
havft  feen  it  in  Egjft^t 
fo  much  taken  with  i^ 
God,  in  compaffioa  to  I 
firmity,  whole  faith  di 
fuftain  itfelf  without  ta 
ward  and  vi£Ue  fymbo( 
fan^lify  this  Egyftimt 
mony,  by  retren^hingi 
was  fuperftilKtious  in  i 
give  it  to  him,  and  his 
rity,  as  a  fenfible  toka 
alliance  with  them  (48] 
Only  U  CUrc  (49)  1 
an  argument,  which, 
opinion,  turns  the  .iba 
much  on  the  EzypHs 
for,  fays  he,  Mrabti 
mily,  at  his  firft  comi 
Egypt,  was  fo  inconfi 
and  his  pofterity  afi 
fo  hated  and  defpifed 
Egyptians^  that  it  is 
means  probable,  thu 
nation  ihould  luive 
fuch  a  ceremony  fros 
But  might  not  this  be 
motive  that  determin 
in  fevour  of  it  ?  Wi 
natural  for  the  Egypt 
lefs  fuperftitious  than  h 
to  infer,  that  fince  it  ] 


(46)  tdm  ihid.  c,  104.  yid.  Calm,  djfert,  de  circumcif,         ( 

de  circumcif . p0F,  Sic.  ap.  eund,       (48)  Spenc.  de  leg,  ritual,  Jud, 
in  kct         (49)  Id.  bibliotb,  tm,  &  mod,  par,  i.  p,  z^o^ 


/#  iie  Bftbjrlofilih  CkpitvUy* 

Eras  fitting  one  day  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  nndf  t 
m  he  beheld,  afar  oiF,  three  men,  whoni.ne  took 

to 


2S9 


aad  valuable  blef- 
it  defpifed  people, 
it  fail  of  proving 
(sful  to  theni>  if 
Imitted  it  amongft 
jht  not  ^f/ipPs 
een  a  proper  crifis 
od  it  to  them  ?  and 
Ehofe  motives  we 
med  out  of  PJ^iU^ 
reputed  a  promo- 
ty,  deaniinefs,  and 
Bcient  to  recom- 
and,  laftly^  might 
;  the  very  reafon 
:  the  Egyptian  wo- 
as  well  as  the  men^ 
at  be,  the  notion 
Tiivs  having  re- 
>m  themj  ieems  fiy 
he  defign  and  con- 
rOD  to  preferve 
the  fuperilitions  of 
is^  that  it  meets 
H  advocates ;  and, 
:ms  more  reafona- 
c»  that  the  Sgyp^ 
from  fome  other 
Jier  the  Arabs  (as 
iks,  by  reafon  of 
:e  there  was  be- 
^rwyh  and  Bgjp^' 
ifion),or  from  any 
ir  neighbours,  or 
hey  might  ftumble 
eremony,  without 
r  having  it  from 
\  fuppofe,  that  one 
I  from  the  other  j 


and  that  therefore  the  Jrws 
might  as  well  have  it  from  the 
Sgyptiansk  As  for  the  reafon 
of  ib  being  injoined  on  the 
eighth  day  after  the  child's 
birth)  the  beft  we  have  met 
with  is  that  of  Cmt^eus  (50); 
that  children  were  not  thought 
fufficiently  clean  or  perfed,  du- 
ring the  firft  (even  days,  being 
fiill  full  of  the  corruption  they 
broaght  firom  the  womb.  And 
thb  feems  to  be  the  reafon 
of  God's  ordaining^  that  no 
beaft  that  was  offered  to  him, 
ihould  be  lefs  than  eight  days 
old  (5 1 ).  Circumcifion  there- 
fore being  a  kind  of  folemn 
oflFeriog  of  a  child  to  God 
it  feems  highly  reaibnable, 
that  the  fame  law  ihould  be 
obferved  in  it,  as  was  injoin* 
ed  concerning  vidims.  But,  as 
to  the  eighth  day  being  chofen 
rather  than  any  other  after- 
wards, without  ieeking  for 
'myfteries  in  that  number,  as 
fome  are  fond  of  doing,  it  will 
be  i«i£cient  to  fay,  that  the 
child  being  reckoned  perfed 
and  fit  ac  that  age,  and  there 
being  a  neceffity  of  fixing  a 
day  for  it,  and  not  to  leave 
it  to  the  choice  of  the  parents^ 
no  time  cookl  be  fitter  than 
that ;  becaufe  the  child  is  then 
leaft  fenfible  of  the  fmart^ 
and  leaft  in  danger  of  being 
hurt  by  it* 


apwi  Bajitag,  ftp.  Hebr.  p.  351, 


($tj  Lfuitkt 
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Tk« 


t6o  fbe  Hipiy  if  the  ^e^        »    Rl 

to  be  ftrangers ;  he  went  to  meet  them^  and  in  the  moft 
civil  and  refpedful  .^manner  invited  tbdm  to  comenlj 

tab! 


The  M  inquiqr  w«  need 
make  upon  this  fobjeft  of cif- 
camdfion  is,  the  reaibns  of 
its  inftittttion:  and  here  we 
ihali  only  mention  one  or  two 
of  thofe  that  are  thoaght  moft 
oonfiderabk.    The  fi^  is  to- 
pical s  becaufe  the  heat  of  di^ 
climate  required  it,  for  the 
reaibns  mentioned  above.    Sor* 
condly,  political,   in  order  to 
diftinguiih  thofe  who  were  in 
the  covenant  of  God,   from 
other  nations.    Thirdly,  mo- 
ral;  to  imply  the  dfcumci- 
fion   of  the  heart,    and    the 
mortification  of  carnal  appe- 
tites.    Fourthly,  religious ;  in 
that  it  was,  firA,  the  fymbol 
and  feal  of  the  covenant  made 
between  God  and  Abraham, 
and  his  feed,  and  figurative  of 
the  faith  which  was  to  be  in 
Christ  (52).    To  theie  rea- 
ibns we  ihali  fubjoin  one  more 
but  of  a  modern  author  (^3), 
which  the  reader  will  hardly 
meet  with  elfewhere:  he  writes 
thus:  we  reckon  circumcifion 
amongft  the  trials    of  Jhra- 
ham^s   fiuth.      It  is  eaiy   to 
obferve,   by  very  many  cir- 
cumllances  of  that  patriarch^s 
life,  that  he  was  defigned  as  a 
pattern  to  all  the  ^thfuK  The 
more  his  faith  was  tried,  the 
more  confpicuous  it  became ; 
the  more   difficulties   he   ob- 
ferved  in  the  accompliftiment 
t)f  GoD*s  promifes,  the  more 
he  (hewed  the  great  idea  he 
had  of  him   that  had    made 


them,  by  overodBui^ 
obflades.  —Why  -  did  not 
give  him  Ifaac,  dll'  the  Ul 
of  nature  feemed  to  exdeT 
all  hopes  of  his  ever  beJori 
father?  it  wasfo  tryhu"'^ 

—  Why  did  <3oD  con 

him  to  facrifice  that  vciyfiij 

to  whom   fo  many 

belonged,*  but   to  the 

purpofe?  Why  did  Goo  ft  ft! 

long  an  interval  betweoi  ' ' 

promife  of  a  fon,  and  di^ 

compliihment  of  that 

thsLt  Sarah ,  thinking  it 

iibleflie  ihould  bepomea 

ther,  did  give  him  her 

Hagarf    Why  was  ^iM%f 

bom  fo   many  years 

Ifaac^  &Ct   but  to  mab 

freOi  trials  of  his  £ud? 

might  not  then  God  hue 

fame  views  in  injdiniog 

to  be  drcumcifed  ?  He 

only  makes  him  wait  for 

fon  near  twenty  years, 

promifed  in  fofolemna 

ner ;    but,  when  that  dne 

nearly  elapfed,  and 

thinks  himfelf  on  the  eie 

receiving  the    reward  of^] 

faith,  God  croffes  his  hop' 

afrefh,    and  comnumds  Ita 

to  undergo  an  operadmi  tkt 

ieemed  wholly  to  put  aa  fok 

to  them.     Abraham  oouUmK 

but  look  upon  drcumdfioa  8 

dangerous  in  that  hot  couttyi 

even   to  young    men,  nun 

more  to    one    of  his    youss 

and  confequently,  diat  it  wA 

put  him  quite  out  of  oooditiBi 


f^a)  Tiiy.  OnUU  VUltt.  ^  si. 


($Z)  Sstirin  difc.  bif,  h  f» 
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ake  a  fmall  refrefhment  with  him ;  and,  having  obtained 
Jieir  confent,  ordered  a  feaft  to  be  got  ready  for  them  y^ 
\nd  in  this  interview  it  was,  that  his  divine  gueft  conUrm- A /on  pro- 
id   his  promife  of  Sarah's  having  a  fon  within  the  y^2^,  mi  fed  to 
Sarah f  who  was  liftening  at  the  tent*door>  and  thought  Sarah, 
lerfelf  paft  child-bearii^^  burft  out  into  a  laughter  \  and 
the  ftranger  afked  the  reafon  of  it  in  fuch  a  ferious  tone, 
IS  ftruck  her  with  a  fright.     She  would  fain  have  denied 
it  (  but  it  was  to  no  purpofe,    that  fhe  endeavoured  to 
bide  any  thing  from  the  perfon  that  fpoke  to  her,  who       ^ 
difmifled  her  with  this  gentle  reproof,  that  (he  was  highly  \ 

in  the  wrong  to  miftruTl  what  he  had  faid  to  her,  fince 
nothing  was  impoffible  with  God.  The  three  heavenly 
guefts  (for  fuch  they  were)  rofe  up  in  order  to  proceed  on 
their  journey,  and  Abraham  courteoufly  accompanied  them 
fbme  part  of  the  way.  At  length  one  of  them,  whom  the 
original  calls  the  Lord  (T),  as  a  further  mark  of  his  favour, 

began 
y  Genef.  xvill.  pajflT. 

>f  ever  being  a  father.    The        (T)    The  name     Jehovah 

-ommand   of  his    having  the  riin\    by  which  Mo/es  calls 

^evenant  in  his  flejh^  feemed  the  llranger  that  talked  to  ^- 

^  oppofite  to  the  promife  of  hraham^  being  looked  upon  by 

i^s  having  a  fon,  as  that  of  his  the  generality  of   Je^s  and 

facrijicing  that  fon^  was  to  the  Chrtflians^  to   be  the  incooi- 

l^romife  of  his  being  the  fa-  municable  name  of  God,   it  ' 

thcr  of  many  nations.     Not-  is  believed  by  the  fer  greiteft 

Ivithftanding     which,     Ahra-  paft  of  the  latter,  that  it  was 

karn's   faith    triumphed   over  the  Son  of  God  who  appeared 

this  obflaclealfOyhe  being  fully  .  in  that  form  :  however  others, 

perfuaded,    that  God    could  particularly  fome  modern  ones 

•ot  only  renew  the  flrength  of  (55)9  maintain,  that  it  was  but 

in  old  man,  but  likewife  make  an  angel,  who  fpoke  to  him  in 

him  fruitful  after  his  having  the  perfon  of  God.      But  it 

andergone  an  operation  which  is  not   probable,    either  that 

[eemed  fo  contrary  to  it.     It  Mofes  fhould  call  an  angel  by 

b  to  extol  this   triumph,  that  that   name,  or  that  Abraham 

the  Scripture  obferves,  he  was  fhould  intercede  with  him  as 

Dioety-nine  years  old  when  he  he  doth,  when  he  fays,  ^hat 

was  circumcifed;  and  it  was  he  far  from  thee^    to    deftroy 

to  prefcrve  the  memory  of  it,  the  good  nuith    the   <wicked ; 

that  God  injoined  that  cere-  Jhall    not    the  Judge    of  the 

mony  to  all  his  pofterity,  ^c,  voorld  do  right  ?  or  laftly,  that 

(54).  an  angel  fhould  peremptorily 

(S^J  Gen.  xvii.  24.  (^c)  Le  CUrc  comment,  in  ioc. 

S  3  %t 
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began  to  reveal  a  moft  dreadful  fecret  to  him ;  which 
that  the  cry  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  was  gone  up  to 
ven  5  and  that  he  was  going  down  fully  refolvcd  to 
ftroy  them  utterly,    if,    upon  inquiry,    he  found 
wickednefs  equal  to  the  cry  of  it.  Whether  the  rci 
brance  that  Lot  was  in  one  of  thofe  cities,  or  rather 
natural  compaifion,  gave  the  good  patriarch  frefli  coui 
to  intercede  for  thofe  righteous  men  that  might  be 
Abraham  ^nioi^g  ^^^  wicked  ;  he  did  not  ceafe  expoftulating 
pleads  for  him,  till  he  had  obtained  a  promife,  that  if  diere 
Sodom,     but  ten  righteous  men  found  in  the  place,  he  wookl 
it  for  their  fakes  :  upon   which  the  Lord  departed 
him.     The  fate  of  thofe  cities,    and  Lot*%  deliverance^'' 
have  been   already  related*  :  as  for  Abraham^  he  (aw  Al] 
next  morning  the  thick  fmoke  of  thofe  unfortunate  pbct^j 
nfcending  like  that  of  a  furnace  "f. 

Not  long  after,  Abraham^  leaving  the  plains  of  ^tfinr^l 

probably  to  be  out  of  the  flench  of  the  vale  of  Siidm^^ 

went  and  dwelt  in  the  country  of  the  Philt/lines  betweea 

Cadejb  and  Shur^^  where  the  fame  adventure  happened 

to  him  which  he  had  met  with  in  Egyptn     Sarah^  whom 

neither  her  pregnancy,  nor  advanced  age  (ihe  being  ooff 

ninety  years  old),  had  deprived  of  her  beauty,  was  tak 

Abimer     defired  by  Abraham  to  pafs  for  his  fifter.    Ahimekchy  Eog 

lech  takej  of  that  country,  found  her  ftill  charming  enough  to  iih 

Sarah.       vite  her  to  his  bed  ;  but  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  in  a 

Js  threats  dream,and  threatened  him  with  immediate  death,  if  he  did 

ened  by     ^^^  immediately  reftoreher  untouched  to  her  hu(band,¥rho 

God^  and  was  a  prophet  very  dear  to  him  ;  in  confequcnce  of  whicbi 

reftores      Abraham  had  his  wife  returned  to  him,  with  confideraUe 

^r,  prefehts « ( W), 

The 


*  Supr.  vol.  ii.  p.  I3i»&  feqq, 
yid.  vol.  ii.  p,  486,  fub  not. 
alfo  vol.  ii.  p.  225,  &  feqq. 

<ay,  If  I  find  forty,  thirty,  or 
twenty  righteous  men  in  the 

JJace,  I  will  fpare  it  for  their 
akes.  It  is  therefore  more 
probable,  that  it  was  Christ 
himfelf,  who  is  emphatically 
called  the  Judge  of  all  the 
world. 

(W)  There  feems  to  be  a 
double  milUke  in  our  tran^a- 


y  Gcnef,  xlx.        '  Dc  luS| 
*  Genef,  xx.  per  tot    Sc? 


tion,  in  Ahimele^h\  {peech  to 
Sarah^  which  runs  thus  :  Bif 
holdy  1  have  given  thy  brother 
a  thou/and  pieces  ofJ%l<ver :  fc- 
holdy  he  is  to  thee  a    covering 

of  the  eyes and  tbsu  Jhi 

fivas  reproved.  For  it  is  plain, 
the  king  was  purchafing -«^^tf- 
ham^t  fripndfhip,  and  not  quar- 
reling  with  him  i^r  his  mki 

aqd 


r 
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.  The  time  appointed  being  come,  foon  after  their  leav-  Year  of 
if  the  court,  Sarah  brought  forth  the  long-expeded  fon,  the  flood 
^•id  called  his  name  Ifaac  \  and  Mraham  failed  not  to     452. 
umcife  him  on  the  eighth  day.     7^hey  were  now  in^^-Chr. 
zenith  of  their  happinefs,     Sarah  fuckled  the  child    '896. 
"Jf,  and  weaned  him  at  the  ufual   time ;  and  Abra-  j/^^^^P^ 
made  a  feaft  to  all  his  houftiold  that  day  :  but  their  y*^^'*' 
^^  w  could  not  laft  long  without  fome  mixture  of  grief,  by  ^KgfloQj 
^i'^tfcc  jcaloufy  which  I/aac  caufed  to  Hagar  and  her  fon.  Ifaac 
*r  Ju  fcarce  feven  years  old,  when  Sarah  obferved  J^/hmaefQef.Chr, 
*^  Wew  fome  marks  of  contempt  to  him  (Y);  which  made    iggi,  * 
5^^  ^er  refolve  to  part  them  for  ever,  that  Ifljmael  might  have  v.xw^ 
"'^  fliare  in  the  inheritance  with  her  fon.     Tho'  Jbraham  Khmael 

mods 
ers  expound  the  word  pny)2  Ifaac. 
in    the  text,   which    (ignifles 
laughing  or  playing,  by  AV^O, 
which  fignifies  to  deride  and 
defpife;  and  not  without  good 
grounds,    fince   Sarah  did   fo 
highly  rcfent  it.    They  think, 
that  it  happened  on  the  day 
in  which  Abraham  made   the 
feaft  for  the  weaning  of  I/aac ; 
and  that,whilft  the  guefts  wen 
congratulating  him  for  havic^ 
a  fon  and   heir  in  his  old  age, 
IJhmael  fhewed  fome  tokens  of 
derifion,    which  Sarah  obferv-  ^ 
ing,  went  and  complained  of 
it  to  her  hulband  (68).     How- 


p^    tUd  Ahrmhmm   had  already  fo 
^  joiHfied  both  himfelf  and 
^  ^cr,  that  the  king  was  fatif- 
■~    fied.     And  therefore  the  word 
r^triM    m§iecbetb,    (hould    not 
liave    been  rendered  rebuked^ 
■     ^  Xmeia  and  others  do,  that 
tiiink  (he  was  blamed  for  the 
;     Ije  (bt  ^  had  told.      Pagninus 
Tenders  it  erudwit  fe,  i.  e.  (he 
learned  more  wit;  whereas  it 
is   tlie  participle  of  the  verb 
nO^»  wkichf  though  generally 
sendered  to  reprove,    or  re- 
buke, jet  as  often  fignifies  to 
fearchy  or  inquire  thoroughly 
into  a  thing.   Abimekch  there- 


fore means  no  more,  than  that  ever  it  is  plain,  it   muft  have 

flic  it    acquitted  after  a  full  been    fomething    worfe    than 

bearing;  and  the  Chaldee  pa-  childrens  play,  as  the  Septua- 

rapbrafe  hath  tranflated  it  ac-*  gint.  has  renidered  it,  fmce  St. 

cordingly.    The  other  miftake  Paul  calls  it  a  perfecution  (69). 

is  AbrabanCz  being  iaid  to  be  Befides,  it  muft  be  remember- 

a  covering  to  her  eyes,  where-  ed,  that  IJhmael   is  defcribed 

as  the  king  feems   to  fpeak  of  by  the  angel  (70),  as  a  fierce 

the  thoufand  pieces  of  filver  and  wild  man  ;  and  confequent^ 


which  he  gave  her,  as  a  token 
of  her    j unification,    the  veil 
being  looked  upon  as  the  fym- 
bol  of  womens  modefty  (67). 
(Y)  The  Jenxjijh  interpret- 


ly,  could  not  but  begin  to 
fhew  fome  tokens  of  that  dif- 
polition,  being  then  upwards 
of  twenty-one  years  of  age. 


^67)  Pfeifcr  Flacc,  in  loe,  Le  Scene  ejjfay, 
{6^)  Calat,  iv.  19,  (^oJ  Gen,  xvi.  12. 


S  4 


(dh)  Vid.  Munfi,  in  loc. 

loved 


2^4  ^be  Hiftory  of  the  Jcwa  B.  1. 

loved  her  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  could  deny  her  nothing, 

yet  he  could  not  forbear  looking  on  her  requeft  as  cruel 

and  unreafonable  ;  but  God  confirming  what  S^niit  had 

faid,  and  promifing  moreover  to  protect  IJhmael^  and  to 

make  him  a  great  nation  out  of  regard  to  him,  Abraham 

Is  fmi  a- was  at  laft  prevailed  upon  to  fend  him  and  his  mother 

nfmy  wth^y^^iy  the  very  next  morning*.      What  befel  them  after- 

hijmotiir.Yf2^/d^  is  foreign  to  our  prefent  fubjeft. 

Abime-        Abraham,  in  the  mean  time,  entered  into  a  folemn 

lech  MM^fj  league,  of    friendfliip  with  jfbimelech,    king  of  the  PA/- 

a  cwinantiyiifig^^  as  we  have  related  elfewhere  *  j  upon  which  oc- 

jwiVA  A-   cafion  that  place  was  called  Beerjhebah^  or  the  well  9f  the 

™^****"^    oath^    becaufe  of  the  covenant  which  they  had   mohi 

there.  .  The  pleafantnefs  of  the  place,  and  ihe  friendfhip 

of  the  king,  invited  Abraham  to  fojourn  there  many  years. 

He  planted  here  a  ftately  grove,  and  built  an  altar  to  the 

Lord,  refolving  to  end  his  days  in  this  part,  unlefs  God 

fhould  otherwife  determine  ^. 

Abraham      But  God  had  yet  a  further  trial  to  make  of  Abraham^ 

command'  faith  and  obedience,  and  fuch  an  one  as  would  put  it  to 

edtofacri'^^  utmoft  proof.     Ifaac^   the  fon  of  his  old  age,  the 

JUe  his  y&wpromifed  head  of  a  new  and  numerous  race,  the  foun- 

liaac :       ^^j^^  ^f  ^^  many  promifed   bleffings,    and  the  dear  and 

Year  of  ^^J  objefl:  of  fo  much  aiFe£iion  }  this  very  Ifaac  was  now 

flood     at  length  commanded  to  be  brought  unto  a  mountain 

477.     God  was  to  point  out  to  him,  and  there  to  be  offered  up 

Bef.  Chr.  a  burnt-Jacrifice,  by  the  hands  of  his  own  father  (B). 

1 87 1.  Abraham^ 

*  Gencf.  xxi.  7—14.  '  Vid.  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  275,  & 

ieqq.  *»  Gen.  xxi.  per  tot. 

(B)  As  the  age  of  Ifaac  is  thirty-feven    years   old  ;   bat 

not  fet  down  in  the   text,  it  that  was  the  year  of  Sarab\ 

is  uncertain  how  old  he  was  death,  whereas  fhe  was  alive 

when  Abraham    was  ordered  when    this    happened,     yo/e* 

to   offer  him  up.     The  opi-  phus  makes   him   twenty-five 

nion  of  fome    learned    Jeijos  years   old    (76):     and    fome 

(74),  that  he  was  but  twelve  Chriflians,antient  and  modern, 

years  old,  is  ridiculous,  fince  tonjc^re,  that   he    was  paft 

it  would  have  been  impolTible  thirty ;  becaufe  that  was  about 

for  him  to  have  carried  fuch  the  age  in  which  Christ  fuf- 

a    load  of  wood    as   he  did.  fered,  whofe   type  Ifaac  was. 

Others  (75)  fay,  that  he  was  at  leaftin  this  tranlkdion,  in 

(74)  Ahenejoru  af,  Tojiat.  (75)  yip,  Villct,  uhi  fu^.  (76)  Jsf, 

Sttti^.  /*  xjv. 

which 


[.       U  /foBabylonilh  Captivity.  265 

ntj  without  expoftulating  about  the  illegality  or 
of  the  command,  refolved  to  obey  :  and  leaving 
•OD  to  make  good  his  own  promifcs,  fet  out  the 
ext  morning ;  and  on  the  third  day  difcovered 
Morich^  the  place  appointed  by  God  for  the  dread- 
ifice  (C).  There,  leaving  his  fcrvants  behind,  he 
D  to  the  mount,  whilft  Ifaac^  being  laden  with  the 
and  other  materials  for  a  burntK)ffering,  and  ob- 
nothing  of  a  vi£tim,  could  not  forbear  queftioning 
out  it  in  fuch  fubmiifive  terms  as  might  have  ftag- 
heart  lefs  firm  thztiJlbraham^Sj  who  only  anfwered 
that  God  would  provide  himfelf  with  one.  He 
lought  how  prophetically  he  fpoke;  for  he  had  no  ^«' fww- 
bound  his  fon  upon  the  wood,  and  ft  retched  out*'^^^^^^ 
id  to  give  the  fatal  blow,  but  Gob  was  pleafed  to^  ^«  ^«- 
n,  being  fully  fatisfied  with  this  laft  trial  of  his^^^^* 
ce.  He  renewed  all  his  promifes  and  cove- 
frefh,  and  bound  them  with  an  oath  ;  and  Abra^ 
3king  about,  found  a  ram,  the  vi^im  God  was  to 
;,  caught  by  the  horns  in  a  thick  bufb  ;  and,  with 
p  of  his  fon,  offered  it  up  inflead  of  him :  in  me- 
of  which,  he  called  that  place  Jehovah-jire^  the 
will  look  to,  or  provide,  alluding  to  the  anfwer  he 
en  to  I/aac's  queftion.  He  rejoined  his  fervants,  and 
d  home  to  Beerjheba,  Soon  after  this  he  heard  the 
lews,  that  Milcah,  his  brother  Naborh  wife, 
rn  him  a  numerous  ifTue  (D),  which  determined 
fend  thither  for  a  wife  for  his  fon  Ifagc  '*• 

^  Gen.  xxiv.  3,  4,  8cc.  Abra- 

here  were  feveral  cir-  the   LKX  and  Jfulla  tranf- 

:es    bearing   a    great  late  it  yiv  J^^Ani ,  an  high  or 

ity  with  thofe  that  at*  confpicuous  land.  ,  Fuller  de- 

!^HRisT*s  paffion.  rives    it   from    two    Hebrew 

This  mountain  is  cer-  words  nii*n)D,  vifion,  and  n», 

le  fame  on  which  the  God  ;    and    by    contradion 

iras  afterwards  built  by  Moriahi   becaufe    God    was 

(Tj)i   and    therefore  feen  uponit  (78). 
10  affirm,  that  Christ         (D)   The  children  of  Na- 

icified    upon   it,  don't  hor     by    Milcah     were,     1. 

name  to  that  particu-  Hu%\    2.  Bwz  ;    3.  Kemueli 

,    but    to   the    whole  4.  Chexedv  5.  Ha%o  ;  6,  Pil- 

them.     Moriah  takes  jas ;  7.  Jidlaph ;  and,  8.  Bc" 

;  from    the    Hebrew  ibuely  who  begat  Rebecca  the 

ah^    to   fee :    whence  wife  of  Ifaac,    He  had  fome 

Cbron,\\u  I,  2«  ("fi)  Mijcel.  facr»  L\u  c,  14.    De  hoc 

>qI,  ii«  /•  408a 

others 


^66  rhi  Hift^  tf  ibe  lcm%  HI 

Abeaham    livei    io    greau  peace   with  \m  fai 

for  tome  dtne ;  but  it  was  at  length  diftorbed  hf  the 

Snah*/     <lcath  of  Sarab^   which  happened  in  the  hundredth  and 

dimib.       twenty-feventb  year  of  her  age,  in  the  city  of  jti^^ 

Ycu-of  ^jias  Hibrm '  (£].    jArsbam  came  thichcr  to  UKMin  far 

«ood488.  '   ^  her, 

<  VkL  fup.  ToL  iL  p.  199. 


ocben  befides,  finom  acooca- 
faine  named  ^jom^  (79).  £bs, 
the  firft-born,  is  foppofed  by 
fone,  to  have  peopled  and 
given  name  to  the  land  of 
HnK  (80),  where  J^h  dwelt 
(81};  but  it  is  not  improba- 
ble, that  it  was  already  ib' 
called  from  fiics  the  fan  of 
Jram  (82].  From  Buz,  came 
the  Buxites  ;  of  which  fiunily. 
Elifboy  one  of  Joh*%  friends, 
probably  was  (83).  Kemml, 
called  in  the  text  the  &ther 
of  Aram^  is  therefore  thonght 
the  father  of  the  Aramites  or 
Sjridni,  perhaps  the  fame  with 
the  Camueliti  of  ^traSo  (84), 
in  the  land  of  Haram  (85) : 
but  we  are  inclined  to  believe, 
that  by  this  Aram  is  only 
meant  a  Ton  of  KemucU  and 
not  a  race  of  defcendents,  much 
lefs  of  the  Syrians,  as  the  LXX 
and  Vulgate  read  it ;  or  of 
Aram  Nabarim,  as  fome;  or 
Aram  Seba,  as  others  think 
(86) ;  for  the  city  of  Nahor 
was  in  Aram,  This  city  and 
nation  therefore  feem  to  have 


been  more  antient  daa  JCnnr/, 
and  to  have  bcoi  ib  cdhd 
from  Armm  the  itm  of  ^Jmi 
(87).  As  far  CbtKMd^  if  he 
was  the  fatber  of  the  Gk^^ 
Mm,  or  Cbmlitts^  at  leaft  of 
thofa  who  dwelt  on  this  fide 
BabfUm,  as  b  foppofad  by  die 
£uneaQthor  (88),  'tis  oertaiiiy 
there  were  others  moee  antiefle 
on  the  other  fide;  lor  Jhm- 
bam  came  from  Cbmldm, 
However,  thofe  fans  of  Jib- 
bar  gave  names  to  ibme  dtiei 
and  families  of  Syrim^  loch  u 
BusM»,  &c.  mentioBed  fay 
a  Latin  author  (89).  The 
children  of  his  concubine  were 
Tebah,  Gabam,  Tbabajb,  and 
Maachab.  From  this  lajQ:  the 
city  of  Maacbab,  or  ^bei  Bitb 
Maachab  {fyi),yi\ioft  territories 
are  fuppofed  to  have  been  fl' 
tuate  between  tlie  two  Lr&r^ 
nans,  might  probably  recdvd 
its  name  (91). 

(E)  The  text  is  fomewhat 
obfcure  in  this  place.  Sarah 
is  faid  to  die  at  Arbabi  and  yet 
no  mention  is  made  of  Abra* 


(7^)  Cen,  xxii.2i,  £f  feff,  (go)   Calmet,  bift,  Vtt,  Teft.  p.  148, 

(81)  Jobi,   r.  (82)  Gen,  x.  22.    Fid.  Hieron,  in  loc,  (83)    Joh 

xxxii.  6.         C84;  Strabo,  l.xv'u  (^e,)  Calm,   ubi  fupr,  (86)    7b- 

fiat,  Cujef,  in  loc,  (87  j  Gen,   x.  22.  (%%)  Caltfkt,  I.  L 

Vid,  J  tin,  fif  Villct,  rfi9)  Atamian^  Mare,  I,  xviii.        (i^o)  Deitt, 

iii.  14^  ^frff»    See  hcfire  W.  ii.  p,  455,  (91)  Calmet^   ibid,  p,  148. 


ham*i 


^  C.  VII.        to  the  Babytonifh  Captivity. 

her,  and  to  pay  his  laft  devoirs  to  fo  dear  a  wife ;  and, 
having  given  a  fufiicient  vent  to  his  grief,  his  next  care 
was  to  procure  her  an  honourable  burial.  He  therefore 
went  to  the  gates  of  Hebron  {¥)y  in  order  to  purchafe  a 

burying- 


iBy 


ham's,  removing  from  Bter- 
Jheha  thither;  only  he  is  faid  to 
have  gone  thither  to  mourn  for 
her  and  bury  her.  Some  there- 
fore are  of  opinion,  that  they 
might  be  parted  upon  feme  oc- 
cafion  or  other,  and  that  ^a- 
tab  went  to  Arhah  whilft  her 
husband  kept  his  old  dwelling. 
Others*  not  brooking  fuch  a 
ieparation,  think  that  he  came 
Oftiy  from  his  own  tent  into 
that  of  Sarah  to  weep  over 
her ;  for,  in  thofe  days,  per- 
ions  of  his  rank  kept  feparate 
apartments  for  their  wives  and 
paid-fervants,  whether  they 
dwelt  in  houfes  or  tents. 

(F)  The  gates  of  cities  in 
thofe  days,  and  for  many  cen- 


gate.  The  like  did  David, 
when  he^  went  to  weep  for  the 
death  oi  Abfalom  (95).  How 
confiderable  they  became  in 
time  for  largenefs  and  fump* 
taoufnefs,  appears  by  the  two 
kings  of  Ifrafl  and  Judah 
being  prefent  at  one  of  them 
in  all  their  royal  fplendor,  and 
convening  thither  four  hun- 
dred priefts  of  Baal^  befidet 
their  own  guards  and  officers 
(96).  It  feems  as  if  thefe 
places  had  been  at  firft  chofen 
for  the  conveniency  of  the  in- 
habitants, who,  being  all  hui^ 
bandmen,  and  forced  to  pafi 
and  repafi,  morning  and  night, 
as  they  went  and  came  from 
their  labour,  might  be  more 


tAries  after,  were  the  places  of    eafily  called  as  they  went  by, 
judicature  and  common  refort.    whenever  they  were  wanted  to 


Here  the  governors,  or  elders 
of  the  city,  met  to  hear  com- 
plaints, adminifler'jaflice(92), 
make  conveyances  of  titles  and 
eftates,  and  to  tranfafl  all 
the  affairs  of  the  place  (9a). 
Whence  that  verfe  in  the 
ffalms  (94),  ney  Jhall  not  he 
a/homed^  ijuhen  they  J^eak  to 
their  enemies  in  the  gate\  i.e. 
when  they  are  accnfed  by 
them  before  the  court  of  ma- 
giArates. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  room 
or  hall,  where  the  magiilrates 
fat,  was  over  the  gates,  bccaufe 
J^oaTc  is  faid  to  go  up  to  (he 


appear  in  any  buiinefs.  Thefe 
gates  were  likewifb  markets 
\QX  provjfions,  like  thofe  of 
the  Romans^  as  appears  by  the 
prophet  Elijha^%  foretelling  an 
incredible  plenty  to  happen  the 
next  day,  in  the  midfl  of  a  fa- 
mine, at  the  gates  of  Samaria 
(97).  What  the  number  of 
thefe  magiilrates  were,  how 
far  their  power  extended,  and 
|iow  many  orders  of  them 
there  were,  is  not  to  be  gather- 
ed from  Scripture ;  only  it  is 
plain  there  could  be  but  few 
of  the  latter,  fince  in  the  time  of 
7^««(98)we  can  find  but  four 


(92)  Gen.  xxxiv.  20.  (93)  ^utb  vt,  I,  S  f^9'     *  &/w.  xriii, 

33.                  ^94^  PJaL  cxxvii.   ver»  ult\                   (9?)  *  Sam,  xviii.    33, 

(96}   I    Kings  xxii.  10.  2  C^TOff.  xviii.              C97)  z   Kings  vii.   1,31. 
(98;  Jojh,  xxiv.  I, 

forci 
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buryiog-^place  from  the  fons  of  Httb^  who  dirch  in  tm 

city,  and  were  probably  tb^  moft  confideraUe  b  dad 

phce.     He  had  no  fooner  declared  the  occafion  of  li| 

coming,  but  they  one  and  all  told  him,  with  the  uttMlj 

civility  and  refpea,  that  he  might  make  choice  of  die  M] 

fepulcre  in  the  whole  land  ;  aifuring  him,  that  nonei 

themibould  withhold  his  own  from  him.     Abraham 

;AtfTMifn  turned  their  civilities,  but  bc^ed  to  be  permitted  to 

ims  th€     the  cave  of  Macbpelab  from  Efhron  the  lEttiti^  mtet 

'€»o€  •/   then  one  of  the  aflembly,  and  immediately  made  ' ' 

Biach-      free  offer  of  it  '•    But  Abraham  ftill  iniifiing  upcx 

fdak       \x%  the  fiiU  value  of  it,  they  agreed  for.  fcmr  bL_^ 

pieces  of  filver  (G),  ^diich  be  paid  down  in  fiill  We|||klj 

and^  being  become  pofieflbr  of  the  cave,  fidd,  and 

belonging  to  it,  he  foon  after  deposited  the  dear 

of  his  bmved  wife  in 'the  cave  g. 

.  Tear  of     By  this  time  Ahrakam  Was  well  advanced  in  yeari, 

Ae  flood  Ifaac  in  the  fortieth  year  of  bis  age.    He  tboiq 

^4^>-     therefore  high  time  to  inarry  him  to  fame  of  his 

wfTChr.  family  during  h'ls  life,  which  he  then  imagined  couU 

iS57*    laft  mudi  longer.    To  this  end  be  called  one  of  Ui 

^^^■^j^^and  moft  faithful  fervantsj  and,  having  made  him 

Ab^J^  an  oath  to  gpt  his  ion  a  wife  out  of  his  own  kindnd 

fmdi  his 
Jirwmi  t9 

^  l£'     *"  Vid.  fup.  vol.  iL  p.  199,  &  feqq^  %  Gen. 


forts  of  them,  'vix,  t}ie  rtf* 
Jbim^  or  beads  of  the  people^ 
the  fophetim^  or  judges^  and 
xhcfiterim^  Of  officers.  Abra- 
ham\  therefore,  could  not  make 
his  purchace  from  Epbron  the 
Hitiittt  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  city-gates. 

(G)  The  learned  Pr/i/^iiajr, 
who  has  given  us  the  laft  and 
beft  edimation  of  Hebrew  and 


will  amount  to  fizty 
flerling  (97). 

(H)  The  text  tellsav^ 
the  fcrvant  took  theoitk^j 
puttmg  his  hand  onda  m\ 
matter's  thigh,  or  upon  ■ 
privities.  This  is  tbc  "i 
time  we  read  of  that  cere8i# 
but  it  was^terwards  ^  7 
the  patriarch  Jacd  (9^)» ' 
Egypt,  when  he  was  ^ 
The  oddneis  of  it  has  in** 


aft 


j^ftic  coins,  reckons  a  ihekel     ^^^ «  ^.  .. 

to    be    equivalent .  to    three  ibme  judicious  writers  to» 

ibillings  of  our  Englijh  money ;  that  it  implied  a  more  ftV* 

fo  that  the  fum  which  Abra-  myftery  than  men  are  t*^ 

bam  paid  for  his  new  purchace  of,  o/Zk.  a   fwcaring  ^  * 


(97)  OmtB.  prtf,  p,  as. 


(98}  Gen.  zifii.  ^9* 


0n 


» 

« 

V 

h 
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I  all  neceflary  inftru^ons  and  authority  to  con- 
e  marria^,  and  feat  him  away  with  a  train  fuita- 
hQ  embauy  he .  was  fent  upon  ;  that  is,  with  ten 
loaden  with  the  richeft  prefents  for  the  damfers 

it  being  the  cuftom  in  thofe  days  for  the  hufband 
receive,  but  to  pay  a  dowry  for  the  wife.     The 
made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Haran^  where  Nahor 
and  what  by  his  prefents,  what  by  his  addrefs, 
favourable  account  he  gave  of  Abraham*s  grandeur 
dth^  did  eafily  obtain  from  him  the  beautiful  i?^- Rebecca  £# 
ir  his  young  mafter ;  and  as  foon  as  he  had  obtained^/o;^  /• 
ier*s  and  her  brother  Laban*%  confent,  he  forthwith  liaac* 
ut  all  the  jewels  of  filver  and  gold,  and  fine  rai- 
which  he  had  brought,  and  prefented  them  to  her, 
;  at  the  fame  time  fome  confiderable  prefents  to  her 
and  brother ;  after  which,  the  reft  of  the  day  was 
I  feafting  and  mirth.    The  next  morning  Abraham*^ 
,  impatient  to  acquaint  his  mafter  with  the  good 

of  his  negotiation,  defired  to  be  difmifled,  and 
)me  difficulty  obtained  it ;  and  after  they  had  wiftied 

the  ufual  bleffings,  and  ordered  her  nurfe  to  ac- 
xij  her,  they  took  their  leave.  The  fcrvant  foon 
►rought  her  in  fight  of  his  young  mafter,   who  > 

d  that  night  to  be  taking  a  folitary  walk  in  the 
During  fields  ;  and  as  foon  as  Rebecca  was  informed 
e  was,  (he  alig)ited  ;  and,  throwing  a  veil  over  her 
as  the  manner  qf  young  damfels  then  was,  Ibe 
.  to  receive  his  firft  compliments  h.  He  then  con-j^^^^^  r  , 
I  her  to  his  mother's  tent,  highly  pleafed  with  her^^^^ 
le  beauty,  andmodeft  carriage,  as  well  as  the  kin- 
he  came  from ;  all  which  he  looked  u(^n  as  ample 
is  for  the  lofs  of  his  mother.  He  hadTnow  nothing 
h  for,  but  that  (he  might  prove  fruitful ;  but  he 
orced  to  wait  nineteen  years  before  he  could  obtain 
sleffing ;   during  which  he  comforted  himfelf  and 

?  Gen.  xxiv.  paff. 

Messiah   that  was  to  the  privileges  and  benefits  of 

and    the    like  (loo).  that  covenant.  A7x»r>&/ tells  as, 

Jentjs  think    it  was  a  that  it  was  flill  obferved  all 

ing  by  the  covenant  of  over  the  eafl  by  thofe  of  his 

Qcilion;  and  that  who-  nation  (loi). 
'  violated  the  oath,  loft  all 

0  Rab.  SaU  in  loc,  Vid,  4UXt  inpentMU  (i^l)  Kimchi  aj>u4 

in  ioct 

her 
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Tbi  Hi/Ury  of  the  Jfw«  X% 

her  with  the^aiTurance  of  God's  promifcSf  lad  Ae  oi 
ample  of  Sarahj  who  r^nained  cluldlcft  till  the  nilMtici, 
year  of  her  age*  , 

Tear  of  Abraham  could  not  but  be  pleafed  to  fee  hk  Iba  a 
die  flood  the  poffeffion  of  fo  agreeable  a  wife  }  but  that  iiotpr««J 
1,95.  vin^  fufficient  to  coiafort  him  for  the  lols  of  bis  otnii  wi 
finding  himfelf  fiill  capable  of  making  a  neWadditioiiH 
185  3-  his  family )  though  he  was  then  an  hunidred  and  foitf«i 
^-^'vx^years  old,  and  had  continued  a  widower  feveial  ytm^- 
^^[A»m,Y^  jQot  another  wife,  named  Kiturab(P)i  by  wbofflkl 
Z^!^^  had  fix  fonsy  whom  he  afterwards  portioned^  tbat  fk/ 
J"**'^'.  •  might  not  interfere  with  I/aac*$  inheritance^  and  te 
^^^'1^   them  to  dwell  towards  Uie  eaft.    They  went  eaftwsudrf  I 

m^dbas kx^^^'^^^^^^  and  the  land  of  Canaan',  and  fettled  in  W|j 
j^  y'^Arabias^  the  Pitraa  and  the  Difirta  \  where  feme 
j^^         fteps  of  their  nai&es  are  ftill  to  be  met  with,  of  " 
we  have  given  an  account  in  a  former  vohime  ^« 

^  Geo.  xxr.  per  tot.    ^  Vid.  fup.  Tol.ii.  p.  if^Otki^ 

fens,  and  lier  nsflie^ 
changed  fi:oai  H^tar  iato 
turcS,  which  figmfies  is^ 
and  is  the  emQem  tf 
nency»  in  which  ihe  lud 
ever  fince  (he  had  been  <" 
fed  fi'om  Ahrabam^  are 
nical  dreams,  for  ihe  is 
called  Hagar  in  the  fiune 
ter(ii2).  BefideSy  theto^i 
plain  againft  them,  it  Ik 
faid,  that  Abrabmn  adddi 
proceeded  to  take  anotkef  trill ' 
which  is  incooiifient  iritk  Ik 
recalling  the  old  one.  Aditt 
this,  that  Hagar  was  ooij  ^ 
concubine,  and  is  no-wktf' 
called  a  wife,  as  Ketuni  iif 
and  that  Hagar  muft  thenkHJl 
been  about  eighty  yean  n 
age,  and  fe  too  old  to  beart 
many  ions  to  ib  old  a  tfl 

(113). 


(P)  The  Jews  pretend,  that 
this  Keturab  was  the  fame  with 
Hagar^  whom  Abrabam  ient 
for  aeatn  after  his  wife^s  death, 
and  xpf  whom  he  had  all  thefe 
children.  The  reafons  they 
give  for  it  are,  i .  Becaufe  the 
Pfalnuft  calls  the  Midianiies, 
which  came  of  Keturabf  Ha- 
garens  (108).  2.  It  is  ikid 
elfewhere,  they  made  war  with 
the  Hagarensy  with  Jetbur, 
Napbijb^  and  Nadab  (109), 
which  were  the  fons  of  IJbmael 
(no).  And,  3.  fiecaufe  IJh- 
maely  Hagar* s  fon,  is  iaid  to 
have  affifted  Ifaac  at  the  fune- 
ral obfequies  of  their  father 
Abraham  (ill).  To  which 
they  add,  that  Hagar  being 
AbrahanC%  lawful  wife,  it  w^ 
juller  for  him  to  marry  her 
than  another.    But  thefe  rea- 


(roS)  P/tf/.  Ixxxiii.  6.  (lof)    i  Cbrwiu  ▼.  M. 

ron.  tradit,  Hehr.  in  Gen*  XXV.  20.         (m)  Gen^  xx?.  9* 
{113;  Jun,  in  l9C,  VilUt.  c,  25.  ju^Ji,  3.  ^  j/. 


Cbif 


evil.        to  tbi  Bshylcxnih  Captivity.  lyt 

Concerning  Abraham  we  have  nothing  more  record-  Year  ^ 
ed,  except  that  he  lived  to  the  hundredth  and  feventy- fifth  the  flood 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  gathered  unto  his  fathers;  and      49'- 
that  his  two  fons  paid  him  their  laft  devoirs,  Ifaac  having  ^^-  Chr. 
probably  fent  for  his  brother  IJhmaelj  and  buried  him  in     '^57* 


the  cave  of  Machpelah^  near  Sarah  his  wife.  ^  Hence  it 
is  plain,  that  Mops  has  here  anticipated  his  death,  by^  ," 
mentioning  it  before  the  birth  of  his  two  grandfons  ^fa^^^f 
and  Jacob y  though  he  mufl  have  lived  to  the  fifteenth  ^  * 
year  of  their  age  (QJ. 

As 

(QJ  AhrahanCs  hifbry  has  written  by  him»  wherein  two 

been  embelliOied  with  'a  great  angels^  a  good  one  and  a  bad 

many  notorious  fictions  by  the  one»  are  introduced  difputing 

JiwSf  Arabians^  and  Indians,  about  his  iklvation  or  damna* 

We  have  already  touched  on  tion  ( 1 1 8).     The  Je^ws  make 

fome  of  them  in  his  life  ;  and  we  him  alfo  the  compofer  of  feme 

fiudlnow  fubjoin  feme  few  more  .prayers,  and  of  the  ninetieth 

that  are  remarkable,  fuch  as  pfalm,  and  of  a  treatife  againft 

his  making  a  long  abode  in  idolatry  (119).     The  Indian 

Egypt ^  and  teaching  aibonomy,  fire-worihipers  ,    who    think 

and  other  fciences  there  (115);  him  to  have  been  the  fame  with 

his  inventing  the  Hebrenv  cha*  their  great  prophet  Zoroafter^ 

rapiers  and  tongue  (ii6),  the  attribute  his   books   to  him^ 

fame  that  are  now  in  ufe  ;  his  which  they  call  the  Zend,  Fa^' 

beingthe  author  of  feveral  books,  xend,  and  Vofiah,  containing 

and  in  particular  the  famous  all  the  principles  of  their  re*> 

one  mentioned  in  the  Talmud^  ligion  (120).      Dr.   Prideaux 

and  highly  valued  by  feverai  mentions  them  as  one  book^ 

learned  rabbies,  called  Jetzi-  or  perhaps  three  books  in  one 

rah^  or  the  creation ;  of  which  volume^  which  he  calls  Zm* 

it  gives  an  account.     There  is  de*vejii  i  or,  as  the  vulgar  peo- 

alfo  an  apocalypfe  attributed  pie  pronounce     it,    Zundeve* 

to  him  by  the  Setbians,  a  fOrt  Jfow    or  plain  Zund.     Which 

of  heretics  that  fprang  up  in  name,  he  tells  us,  figniiies  a 

the  earlieft  times  of  chriftianity  firi-kindler^  fuch  as  a  tinder- 

(117).    His  aiTumption  is  men-  box  is  here  with  us ;  and  was 

tioned  by  St.  Atbanafius;  and  given  it  by  the  author  to  in* 

drigen  tells  us  of  an  apocry-  linuate,  that  it  would  kindle  a 

phal    book  pretended    to   be  brighter  Ere  in  thofe  who  ihould 

(115)  Art  a  fan.  ^  Eupokm,  ap,  Eufeb»  prap.  /.  ix.  f.  17,  18.     Jujim^ 
exTrog,  /.  xxxvi.     Jofepb»  ant.  I  A,  c,  8,  (ii6).Z/. 

iUd.     Suid,  in  Abraham,     IJidor.   HiJpaL  /..  i.   f.  3.  Origen,  &fc.         (1x7) 
Fpiphan.   haref,  L  xxmk,  €,$,  (^18)    Origen.  bimtU 

XXXV.  in  Luc.  (1  igj  R,  Saiom»  in  Bj-va  Bathra,  c,  I.    Ge* 

mar.    cod.    talm,  tra&,  Ahdab  Zarab^  f,  1.  (*^^}  Usrhei9t,  bibliot^ 

tritnt.   />.  16. 

attentively 


Rebecca*/   .  A$  for  Rebecca  ^fht  Gontinucd  bamn  above -nil 
/rjgpuwrx.  yeajfs ;  during  which  time  I/aac  ceafed  not  ititreatii 


■.  I 


attentively  and  devoutly  read 


it  (150). 
The 


Aralians  have  llkewife 
given  us  an  hiftory  of  this  pa- 
triarch, though  io  altered  and 
blended,  that  one  would  hardly 
think  they  were  defcended,  as 
they  arcy  from  him  by  IJif* 
maeL 

Ahred^om^  aooording  to  them, 
(131),  vi^as  the  fon  oi  Azar^ 
and  grabdfon  of  Terab ;  which 
account,  could  it  be  relied  upon, 
would  eiifily  re&lve  that  dif- 
ficulty about  his  age  when  he 
died*  which  ^e  have  lately 
fpoken  of,  p.  248,(8);  fince  TV- 
rab  might  have  b^ot  Axar  in 
the  feventieth  year  of  his  age, 
and  Axar  have  begot  Abraham 
in  the  fixtieth  of  hb  1  fo  that 
this  kft  number,  which  is 
wanting  in  Mofes*^  account  of 
his  life,  would  be  here  found 
.complete ;  but  we  dare  not  af- 
firm any  thing  about  It.  Gal- 
met  indeed  thinks  we  might 
eafily  fuppofe  two  Terahs,  one 
furnamed  Azar,  Abraham's  fa.- 
ther,  and  the  other  his  grand- 
father ;  but  we  dare  not  add 
with  him,  that  there  is  nothing 
in  fuch  a  fuppofitlon  that  con- 
tradifts  the  facred  text.  The 
eaftem  heathens  have  alfo  a 
long  tradition  of  Abraham^s 
life,  though  vaftly  different 
from  that  of  Mo/es,  and  fraught 
with  many  wonderful  additions 


of  their  own  inveniio 

which .  we   think  not 

a  place  itt  a  book  of  4 

ture,  and  fi)r  which  « 

refer  our  reader  to  thf. 

quoted  lait  in  the  maij^ 

The    PerjSan    firt-WOl 

to  this  day  expreis  a  gn 

neration  fpr   him  5  di 

him   Zeerdooft,    or  %« 

which  fignifies  the  fHeod 

becaufe  when  he  was,(| 

as  they  pretend,  into  mi 

hy  Nimroits  order,  die] 

inilead  of  con(iimxi]|g  Ei| 

reiTed  and   embraced  1 

a  friendlv  manner  (15}). 

may  add,  that  Cahmi 

mentions  a  book  in  tlir j 

king*s  library.  No.  79^^ 

ten  originally  by  St.  J 

the  Syrian,  and  traniliitt 

the  Syriac  into  Arabic^ 

Abraham's  }o\irnty  intoi 

in  which  book  there  is 

fermon  on  his  death,  pn 

by  St.  Athanafius,  patril 

Alexandria^    on  the  tf 

eighth  of  March ;  on 

day    the    Coptic  or  t{ 

Chriflians    celebrate  h 

ftival.     The  antient  fiti 

the  church  have  highl) 

brated  him  on  the  accoi 

his  great  faith  and  obed 

and    the    martyrologici 

given  him  a  place  amoofl 

other  faints,   on  the  nil 

Oaober  (135).      Tic  c 


{i3o)Ce»».  ^.  3rr.     (ijt)  Tarikmolinteckeb  af>,  eund. p,  12,      (' 
ihid,  p,    i^,  ex    lib,  Mallem,  (133)  Prid,  eonneff,  p,  i. ' 

(134)   Ex  bibL  orient,  ^.    i6,  (135)  MartynL  Rem,  jUn 


to  the  Babyloniih  Captivity: 

ler,  who  was  pleafed  at  length  to  hear  hb 
I  fend  to  him  the  long-defired  blelEng.  They 
:o  think  diemfelves  truly  happy  ;  but  Rebecca's 
'as  ihort-lived.  The  unnatural  ftruggling  of 
n  her  womb  gave  her  an  extraordinary  un- 
,  after  having  confulted  God  about  it,  (he  was 
hat  two  nations  werejiriving  in  her^  and  that 
people  Jbould  befeparated  from  her  bowels^  one 
uld  prove  Jironger  than  the  other  j  and  that  the 
ferve  the  younger.     Accordingly  fhe  was  foon 
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I  likewife  ordered 
lixn,  and  they  ad- 
articular  for  thoie 
le  point  of  death, 
ted,  that  the  tomb 
having  been  dif- 
Hebron,  they  found 
id  thofe  of  I/aac 
vhole  and  uncor- 
ere  were  likewiie 
and  filver  lamps 

the  cave,  which 
by  multitudes 
Mojlams  have  fuch 
for  this  place, 
ke  it  one  of  their 
lagesy  the  three 
\  that  of  Mecca, 
i  Jerufalemi  and 
as  built  a  church 
5(137),  which  the 
^rards  turned  into 
\  has  been  already 
• 

r  Maimon  (139^ 
n  the  learned  5/f»- 
),     that   Abraham 

up  in  the  religion 
anst  who  are  fupj^ 
ft  been  great  aj 
ologers,  {sTf.  ai 


by  difcovering  the  power  and 
influence  of  the  fiars  and  hea* 
venly  bodies,  came  at  length  to 
worfliip  them.    As   to  what 
Maimonides  fays,  we  ihall  only 
anfwer  with  Meyer  (140),  that 
it  is  impoflible  to  prove,  that 
the  Zabeans  were  even  as  old 
as  Mofes ;  much'more  that  they 
were  older  than  Abraham  i  for 
though  it  be  granted,  that  there 
were  fome  people  called  Za-^ 
beans  before  Mofes'%  time,  and 
that  their  idolatry  had  been  in 
vogue  long  before  him;  yet 
this  will  not  prove,  that  the 
Zabeans  we  are  fpeaking  of, 
were  older  than  Abraham  \  and 
Spencer    himfelf  owns  (14L), 
that  it  is  almoin  impodjble  to 
difcover  their  beginning,  which 
has  given  riie  to  fo  many  dif- 
ferent opinions  about  it,  and 
perhaps  not  one  of  them  right. 
However,  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  Abraham,  being  bom  and 
educated  in  an  idolatrous  coun- 
try and   family,   m^ht  have 
been  addided  to  that  fuperfti* 
tk>n,  till  God  called  him  away 
from  the  one  and  the  other. 


■ 

>boJmah  ap.  Herhelot,  (137}  Sirm.  fugdrtg.  timid,  f. 

(138)  To/,  ii.  ^,  477,  (A),  ad  Jin.  (139)  M»i. 

we  nevocb.  part,  iii.  e,  29  &  46. .  &  in  Avodab  Zaraby  f .  z  1 , 
(140)  BfUytr  dt  ff/t,  dieb,  mbr,  e*  za«  (141)  Spenc.  4$ 

al.  /•  ii«  c*  I, 


I. 


aft«i 


2t74  ^^^  Hijiory  of  the  Jews  B.^^ 

Year  of  after  brought  to  bed  of  two  fons,  of  whom  the  firft,v/z.£/yjj 
the  flood  was  all  over  hairy,  and  the  fecond  came  into  the  world  b»^ 

jio.     ing  him  by  the  heel,  and  was  therefore  named  Jae^b  (^ 
Bet.  Chr.  Ejau  became  a  great  lover  of  hunting,  andconfequentl]i^j 

1838.     darling  of  Ifaacy  who  was  very  fond  of  his  veni(bn;^ 
^^^^^''^^  Jacob  was  the  mother's  favourite,  who  knew  that  h 
Eiao^i  to  inherit  the  bleflings,  and  could  not,  perhaps,  fi 
1^         intrufting  him  with  the  fecret,  though  fee  feems  all 
^'         to  have  concealed  it  from  her  bufband.     The  two  hr* 
Efau  ftlU  ^^^^  ^^^  above  twenty  years  old,  when  Jacob ^st^ 
his  birth'  ^^  ^*^  bein^  acquainted  with  it,  by  making  Efau^-^  ^ 
rirht.        iuant  to   his  mother's  diredions,  fwear  away  his      f^g^ 
right,  as  we  have  related  elfewhere  ^ 
Year  of       A  famine,  which  happened  fome  years  after,  o 
the  flood  IJaac  to  feek  for  another  habitation,  he  refolved/ojp 
543.     into  Egypt ;  when  God  appeared  to  him,  and  cf/rm 
Bet.  Chr.  him  from  it,  bidding  him, go  to  AbimeUch  king  of  G/Wf 
1 805 .   where  Abraham  had  heretofore  been  fo  friendly  entertaind  \ 
V^^v^^  promifmg,  that  he  would  proteS  and  blefs  himjuk 
\\^zgoes  did  accordingly  in  a  wonderful  manner,  as  wehavcfea 
to  uerar.  jj^  ^  former  volume,  till  their  repeated  troubles  and  Tea* 
tions  he  met  with  there  obliged  him  to  remove  farther". 
Atovt'        ^'^  length  he  was  fued  to  hy  AbimeUch  inperfa'f 
nant  be-    ^^^^^  ^^  revive  the  old  covenant,  or  to  make  a  new  006 
ttueen  A-  -(/^^^  expoftulated   with   him,    and   thofe  that  atteni^ 
bimelech  ^^  ^^^9  "P^^  ^^   i^l  ufage   he  had   met  with  in  titf 
mud  Ifaac^^*^^  >    ^"^   neverthelefs   prepared  a   fumptuous  bawprt 
for   them,  and  on   the   morrow  entered  into  the  €()«• 
nant    they    requefled.      On    the    fame    day    word  f 
brought   to  Ifaac^  that  his  fervants  had  found  water'} 

'  Sec  vol.  ii.  p.  162.      »  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  228,  *H 
n  See  before,  ibid.  230.  ^  Genef.  xxvi.  32,  &feqj. 

(R)  From  the  Hebrew  word  Efau  came  out  all  hairy,  M 

Dpy,  hikeb^  which  iignifies  the  as  it  were,  perfect ;  who* 

-heel,  is  formed  the  verb  ^p^',  other  children  are  born  ^ 

to  fupplant ;  and  by  the  addi-  hair  only  on  their  heads.  & 

tion  o?  the  '  ^W,  one  of  the  is  alfo  fuppofed  to  have  fc* 

formatives  of  nouns,  ^aacvb,  a  called    Sbeir   or  Sehirf  ^ 

fupplanter ;    which    name  he  "^yv^*,  Jhahar,    which  Up'" 

in  time  made  good.     As  for  hair  ;   and  laftly,  £M  ^ 

■the  name  Efau,  the  meaning  is  his  felling  his  ^xvax^l^ 

fomewhat  obfcure,  unlefs  we  for  a  mefs  of  rri/poctigr;* 

derive  it,with  fome  {14a),  from  we  have  fcen  elfewheit* 
n\i;y,  bajfahy  to  make,  bccaufe 

(142)  K*h.  Sal.  Mmtr,  ^f  si. 
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L       which  account  he  called  the  place  Beerjheba  {S).  Year  of 
tranquillity  which  this  new  alliance  procured  him,  was  the  flood 
a.fter  difturbed  by  Efau  marrying  two  wives,  Judith     J89. 
laughter  of  Beer i^  and  Bajbemath  the  daughter  of Bcf.  Chr. 
t^     both  Hittites^.  »759- 

C3vrEVER  I/aac,  who  beheld  him  ftill  as  heir,  was  ^^>''Wi 

reconciled  to  him  ;  and,  if  he  knew  any  thing  of 
Celling  his  birth-right,  he  only  looked  upon  it  as  a 
-Hful  trick,  and  the  efFe£l  of  hunger  and  wearincfs. 
iing  himfelf,  therefore,  grow  old  and  feeble,  and  his 
*  quite  dim  with  age,  and  apprehending  his  death 
^e  nearer  than  it  really  was,  he  being  then  an  hundred 
thirty -feven  years  old,  refolved  to  blcfs  him  before  he 
^*  He  therefore  called  him  to  him  one  day,  and  bad 
^  get  fome  frefli  venifon,  and  drefs  it  to  his  palate,  and 
1  'him  he  defigned  to  confer  his  bleiEng  on  him  that 

•  Rebecca^  who  overheard  their  difcourfe,  knowing 
importance  of  the  paternal  bleffing,  laid  hold  on  that 

ourable  opportunity  to  procure  it  for  her  favourite  fon 

the  abfence  of  Efau. 

Bv  what  flratagem  fhe  accomplifhed  it,  not withftand- Jacob  ^/fx 

;  Jacobus  great  relu£lanct,  and  fear  of  fuch  a  difcovery  his  bro- 

would  have  brought  a  curfe  inftead  of  a  blei&ng  itLmtber* s bUJ* 

\  good  old  father ,  we  have  feen  in  a  former  volume  ^  \fing  from 

:,   whilft    the  mother  and    fon  were    congratulating^'*'^. 

h  other,  Efau  came  to  his  father  with  the  venifon  he 

1  prepared   for  him.     He   invited  him   in   the    fame 

tiful  manner  that  his  brother  had  done,  and  wondered 

obferve  fuch  tokens  of  furprize  and  concern  in  his  fa- 

:r's  face.     Not  to  repeat  what  we  have  already  expa- 

ted  on  s,  Efau  found  he  had  been  circumvented  in  his 

fence  ;  and  a  mournful  fcene  enfued  between  the  father 

i  the  fon  ;  which  was  clofed  up  by  Ifaac*^  ftrenuoufly 

ifting,  that  his  bleffing  (hould  remain  with  Jactb.    I 

*  Gen.  xxvi.  p.  tot.  See  alfo  vol.  ii.  p.  163,  &  feqq. 
see  Gen.  zxvii.  paff.  See  alfo  vol.  ii.  p.  164,  &  feqq.  1  Via. 
K  ibid.  U  feqq. 

!S)  This  name  is  rather  re>  of  the  wordy  DT,y^ii^tf>&»  which 
ed  than  given  to  the  place,  £gniftes  not  only  tofwear^  and 
36  we  have  lately  feen  on  frven^  but  likewifc  to  fatisfy 
U  accoant  ^^r«^ai«  called  i>Tfatiatei  whereby  he  might 
b  I  though  it  is  not  impro-  intimatey  that  be  had  wells 
le  but  the  difcovery  of'^chis  ^  enough,  and  would  reft  (atU'« 
^  well  might  lead  Ifaac  into  iied  with  them. 
aUufioQ  to  a  third  meaning 
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have  blejfed  him^  fays  he,  yea^  and  he  Jball  be  blejfed^  (T), 
Never  thelelS)  to  aiTwagef/j^/'s  exceitive  grief,  he  blefled  him 


t  Gen.  xxvii.  33. 


m 


(T)  Whofoever  narrowly 
obferves  Jacobus  life  after  he 
had  obtained  his  father's  blef- 
fing,  will  owo»  that  it  confift* 
ed  in  nothing  lels  than  world- 
ly felicity,  of  which  he  en- 
joved  as  little  as  any  man 
whatever.  Forced  from  his 
home  into  a  far  country,  for 
fear  of  his  brother;  deceived 
and  oppreiled  by  his  own  uncle, 
and  forced  to  ily  from  him, 
after  a  fervitude  of  twenty-one 
years;  in  imminent  danger, 
either  of  being  pnrfued  and 
broueht  back  by  Labany  or 
murdered  by  an  enraged  bro- 
ther. Thefefisarsarenofooner 
over,  but  the  baienefs  of  his 
eklell  fon,  in  defiling  his  couch; 
the  treachery  and  cruelty  of 
the  two  next  to  the  Sicbem- 
it  a  (145)  ;  and  laflly,  the 
lofs  of  his  beloved  wife,  and 
fuppofed  untimely  end  of  his 
fon  Jofepb  ;  all  thefe  over- 
whelmed him  with  frefh  fuc- 
ceflions  of  grief  :  and,  to  com- 
plete all,  his  being  forced  by 
Bimine  to  defcend  into  Egypt, 
and  to  die  in  a  flrange  land ; 
thefe,  and  many  more,  are 
*  fufHcient  proofs,  that  his  fa- 
therms  bleffing  was  of  a  quite 
difFerent  nature,  and  con^iled 
chiefly  in  thefe  two  particu- 
lars, n;iK,  the  poiTeilion  of  the 
land  of  Caftaan,  in  right  of 
primogeniture,  which  his  bro- 
ther had  fold  him,  and  which 
rather  belonged  to  his  pofte- 

(145)  Sii  hefort,  vol,  ii.  *.  lOO. 
(H). 
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rity  than  to  himfelf ;  the  other 
and  more  glorious  one  vat, 
that  of  the  Messiah's  hoM 
bom  of  his  race,  and  not  01 
that  of  E/au.     As  to  the  ftn- 
tagem  by  which  this  bleiD{ 
was   obtained,  though  it  if 
pears  fomewhat  harfh  and  oh 
juft  at  firA  fight;   yet  if  it 
coniider,  that  thefe  twofaio- 
thers  were  defigned  by  pnm- 
dence  as  types,  *i;tz.  Efu  of 
the  Jews  (who    were  ate^ 
wards  to  be  rejeded  for  pl^ 
ferring  a  carnal  and  inagiiBrf 
kingdom  and  Messiah  to  a 
fpiritual  one,  which  is,  in  M 
preferring  a  mefs  of  potflp' 
CO  the  nobleft  birth-right),  m 
Jacob  of  the   Ggniilih  ^ 
were  to  be  admitted  inttt  ^ 
kingdom,    which  the  ^oatt 
had  rejedled ;    if  we  coBJiikr 
further,   that  this  alienatioi 
from  one  brother  to  aootktf 
had  nothing  to  do  with  a  &* 
ture  (late,  as  hath  been  ib^ 
merly  ihewn ;  but  was  cooM 
wholly  to  the  prefent  (146); 
if  we  confider  thefe  things»«c 
fhall  not  want  the  fubtilio  i 
the  fchools,  to  juftify  an  aM» 
which    was    determined  vi 
condu6ted  by  a  divine  hM. 
unlcfs  men   will  ajErm,  ^ 
God  could  not  in  juflicem^.  |^, 
fuch  an  alienation ;  an  ifbr- 
tion  fo  bold  and  abfurd,A(K 
we  don't    think  any  n«k' 
fenfe    and   common  moJ^, 
would  venture  to  maintain  il 


i 
d 


(146)  Sei  htfirt,  vtl,  ii.  /><jA 
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in  thefe  words,  Thy  dwelling  Jhall  be  the  fatnefs  of  the  earthy  Eiaa  w  «/- 
and  of  the  dew  of  heaven  from  above.  By  thy  fword  ahd/o  bl^ed. 
thy  bowjbalt  thou  live^  and  Jbalt  ferve  thy  brother  ;  and  it 
Jhall  come  to  pafs^  that  when  thou  /halt  have  the  dominion^ 
thou  Jhalt  break  his  yoke  from  off  thy  neck.  This  bleffing 
was  inferior  to  Jacob* s  in  the  following  particulars  :  i.  It 
omits  plenty  of  corn  and  wine  $  from  which  fome  have 
inferred,  that  Efau*%  lot  (hould  not  be  fo  fertile  as  his 
brother's  ^  2.  Here  is  no  mention  of  God,  as  there 
is  in  the  firft,  God  give  thee^  &c.  3.  There  is  a 
fpiritual  bleffing  promifed  to  Jacobs  that  they  Jhould  h$ 
blejfed  that  bUJffed  him,  &c.  but  no  fuch  thing  is  faid  to 
his  brother,  jacob  was  for  a  while  in  danger  of  his  bro-» 
ther's  heavieft  indignation  ;  which  Rebecca  dreading,  {he 
found  out  a  pretence  for  conveying  him  out  of  his  reach 
as  far  as  Padan-aram^  wher€  he  might  marry  one  of  her 
kindred  (U). 

Jacob,  in  his  way  thither,  was  overtaken  by  the  night 
near  Luz,  and  forced  to  lie  in  the  open  fields  with  only  a  Jacob  it 
done  for  his  pillow.     Here  he  faw  in  a  dream  a  ladderA*'^  ^*' 
reaching  from  earth  to  heaven,  and  angels  afcending  and^*^*^'*^ 
defcending,  whilfl  God,  who  ftood  on  the  top,  was  pieafed 
to  encourage  him,  by  promifmg,  that  he  would  blefs  and 
multiply  him  beyond  mcafure  «.   facob,  awaking  from  hi^ 
dream  furprifed  and  frighted,  cried  out,  Surely  God  was 
in  this  place,  and  I  knew  it  not  !  Rifing  therefore  from  hi& 
hard  bed,  he  took  the  ftone  which  had  ferved  him  for  a 
bolfter,  and,  pouring  oil  thereon,  crefled  it  into  a  pillar  j 
and  in  memory  of  this  vifion  called  the  place  Bethel  (the 
houfe  of  God)  ;  for  it  was  called  Luz  before  that  time. 
Here  he  likewife  made  a  vow  unto  God,  that  if  he  would 

^  See  before^  vgj.  ii.  p.  165,  &  note,  ^  Geo.  xxviii. 

1 2,  8c  fcqq, 

ox  woald  deferve  an  anfwer,  if  mileis  it  werf  done  to  conceal 

he  did.  his  Highc.     However  that  be» 

(U)  It  is    very    probable^  the  ocber  reafon   ^hkh    the^ 

that  Ifaac  had  likewife  fome  mother  alleged,  wa$  thought 

furpicion  of  EfaiC%  ill  defign  ;  highly  reafonable  i  and  Jac^b 

elf<^  it  is  not  likely,  that  he  was  privately  fent  for,  to  tak^^ 

would  have  fent  Jacob  away  hj^  le^ve  o(  his  father,  a^  to 

alone,  and  with  only  his  flaff  receive  his  commands;  and  his> 

in  his  hand,  when  his  father  farther  Sleffing  ;  which  done,^ 

Abraham  had  fent  thither  a  he  fe.t  out  Ibr  BadMn-afam.^ 
fiNrvanc  in  fo  noble  a  luanner), 

» 
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grant  him  his  protection,  teed,  cloath,  and  bring  him 
back  fafe  to  his  father's  houfe,  the  Lord  fhould  be  iui 
God  i  that  he  would  pay  the  tythes  of  all  hehad.un|ff 
him,  and  that  the  (lone  which  he  had  reared  ibould  be 
God's  houfe.  Having  finiOied  his  prayer,  he  weot  01 
chearfuUy  the  reft  of  his  way,  till  he  came  to  his  jouroey'i  tii 
end  V.  lis 

His  uncle  Laban  received  him  with  joy  ;  and,  aftffi 

month's  ftay  with  him,  Jacob  falling  in  love  with  ik 

youngeft  daughter  Rachel^  a  beautiful  virgin,  they  agrd 

Serves  7  that  he  (hould  ferve  him  feven  years  for  her ;  at  the  dk 

years  for  of  which  flie  fhould  become  his  wife.    Jacob ^  pkafcdwill 

Rachel,     this  promife,  fpared  no  pains  to  make  his  fervice  accepli?.  \i 

ble  to  his  uncle  Lahan^  who  liked  him  fo  well  for  ^^^  |,t 

vant,  that  he  refolved  to  continue  him  in  the  fameofkf 

city  feven  yean  more.     For  when  the  time  was  comtfc 

his  being  put  in  poflfeffion  of  the  wife  he  had  fo  dev^ 

earned,  he  conveyed  his  new  fon-in-law  into  bis  dJel 

daughter  Z#aA*s  apartment.     Jacob  did  not  difcovcr  tiie  |l 

deceit  till  the  next  mojrning ;  when  finding,  inftead  of 

his  beloved  Rachel^  her  homely  fifter,  he  could  not  foA* 

expreffinghisrefentment  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  Lahan^ 

Is  cheaiedhdA  his  anf wer  ready,  told  him,  that  it  was  an  unprecedented 

h  Laban.  thing  in  that  country  to  marry  the  youngeft  daughter  befott 

theeldeft,  and  that  it  would  have  been  a  great  injufticeti 

Leah  to  have  preferred  a  younger  fifter  to  her  :  But,  cob- 

tinued  he,  in  a  milder  tone,  if  you  will  fulfil  the  nupoi 

week  with  your  wife,  and  confent  to  ferve  me  feven  yean 

more  for  her  fifter,  I  am  content  to  take  your  word  fa 

it,  and  to  give  Rachel  to  you  as  foon  as  the  feven  days  art 

ended.     Jacob  could  not  but  be  troubled  at  fuchaniiB- 

Marries    fair  procedure;  but  he  loved  Rachel  too  well  not  to  ob 

Rachel,     tain  her  at  any  price  5  he  therefore  confented  to  tbo( 

hard  terms,  and  at  the  week's  end  enjoyed   the  fruiti  i 

his  fervitude  and  conftancy.  What  betel  his  brother  Eji 

during  that' time,  hath  been  already  mentioned^,  and  neei 

not  be  repeated  here  ;  only  with  refped  to  his  wives,  1 

beg  leave  to  remove  a  difficulty,   for  which  we  refer  A 

reader  to  the  following  note  (X). 

I 

"^  Gen.  xxviii.    ^  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  166,  &  fcqq/ 

(X)  It  will  be  proper  to  ob-     thefe  three  wives  of  E/am  qnil 
ferve  here,    that  Mo/es  gives    other  names^  when  he  cook 

t 
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In  the  mean  time  Jacob  behaved  very  diiFercntly  to-   Year  o^ 
wards  his  two  wives.     Rachel  had  his  heart  and  afFedion,  the  flood 
ivhilft  Leah  was  forced  to  content  hcrfelf  with  a  formal     596. 
civility  ;  but  God  made  quite  another  difference  between^cf.  Chr. 
them,   by  making  the  latter  mother  of  many  children,  ^^7S^^ 
whilfl  her  fifler  continued  barren  for  a  long  time.     Leah 
was  foon  brought  to  bed  of  a  fon,  and  it  being  then  the 
cuftom  of  thofe  times  for  mothers  to  give  names  to  their 
children,  not  without  fome  particular  reafon  or  meaning, 
file  called  him  Reuben^  intimating  that  God  had  feen  her 
affli£Hon,  and  had  given  her  a  fon,  which  would  probably 
engage  her  hufband's  afFeftion  to  her.     She  had  another  Simeon* 
foon  after  him,  whom  fhe  called  Simeon;  becaufe,  fhe Levi, a^t^f^ 
faid,  the  Lord  had  heard  her  complaint.     Her  third  fbejudah 
called  Levi^  hoping  her  huiband  would  be  now  cordially  Soth^ 
joined  to  her  ;  and  the  fourth  fhe  called  Judah^  thinking 
herfelf  bound  to  piaife  God  for  ber  fruitfulnefs ;  after 
which  fhe  left  ofF  bearing  for  a  while*. 

Rachel  by  this  time  was  fo  extremely  mortified  at  her  Year  of 
lifter's  happinefs,  that  fhe  came  one  day  in  a  fit  of  envy,  flood  ^gqt 
and  told  her  hufband,  that,  unlefs  he  gave  her  children  ^^-  ^^r- 

»  Gen.  xxix.  p.  tot,  V^Os/ 

to  fpeak  of  the  poftcrity  he  pofed  of  the  other  two  (c^pe* 

Had  by    them  (147)  »   which  cially  coDfidering,    that  E/ate, 

might  lead  an   uawary  reader  is  recorded  to  have  had  but 

to    think,  that   he  had  more  three   wives)    is,    that   fhe  is 

than  three,  efpeciallyy  becaufe  called    in    both     places,    the 

the  fathers  of  the  two  former  daughter  of  IJkmaely  and  filler 

are  likewife  called  by  different  of  Nehaioth.     All  the  account 

names.      Thus   his  firft  wife,  that  can  be  given  for  this  dif- 

Judith  of  Beeri^  is  afterwards  ference  is,  that  they  had  two 

called  Adah^  the  daughter  of  names,  and  that  it  was  ufual 

Elon  the  Hittite  i  the  fccond^  to  call  them  fometimcs  by  oncf,, 

«viz.,    Bctjhemah,  the  daughter  fometimes  by  the  other.  Thus 

of  Elon^  is  again  called  Aholi-  the  mother  oi  Jbijam,  king  of 

hamah^  the  daughter  ofAnah^  Juiah^  who  b   called  in  one 

the   daughter  of  Zibeon  the.  place  Maachahf  the  daughter 

Ni'vite ;  the  lafl,  called  at  firR  of  Abi/hahm  (i4&y»  is  in  ano* 

Mahalah,  is  now  called  Batb^  thernamMMrVi&a2^>&)thedaugh- 

Jhenuuh  ;  but  what  (hews,  that  ter  of  TJriel  of  Gibeah  (149). 

thefe  two  latter  names  mean  Other  parallel  places  might  be 

the  fame    perfon,    and    that  brought   in    great    nux^bers,, 

the  fame  thing  may  be  fup-  were  it  needful . 

('r47)   Compart  Gen,  xxyi.    34.    xxvin.    9.    v:itb  xxzfl.    z^    GT  fi^K 
(148)    I  KtP^ijiv,  2.  ('49)  *  GJ)rott.  xiii.  z« 
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alTo,  {he  (hould  inevitably  die  of  grief.    Jacab^  who  could 

not  forbear  being  provoked  at  fuch  a  fpeech,  which  feemed 

to  lay  the  blame  of  her  fterility  upon  him,  anfwcred  bar 

in  a  paflion,  that  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  do  miracles; 

and  that  God,  who  had  {hut  up  her  womb,  was  alone 

able  to  open  it ;  but  that  her  behaviour  was  more  apt  to 

prevent,  than  to  gain  fuch  a  bleffing.     This  mortifyiii; 

anfwer  made  her  bethink  herfelf  of  the  ufual  way,  it 

that  time,  for  women  in  her  cafe  to  give  their  maids  to 

their  hufbands ;  {he  therefore  defired  him  to  take  BiBuht 

and  try  to  make  her  a  mother  by  her  means  ;  to  wUch 

he  confented,  and  foon  after  had  a  (on  by  her,  which 

Dan  and  Rachel  called  Dan^  meaning  that  God  had  judged  inker 

Naphthali  favour.     She  called  the  other  fon,  which  Bilhab  htxt^ 

bom,         Naphtali,  to  exprefs  the  violent  {Iruggles  (he  had  had  with 

her  {ifter :  after  which  Leah^  thinking  (he  had  quite  left 

•  ofF  bearing,  gave  her  maid  Zilpah  alfo  to  yacoby  whole 

Gad  and  (ii'ft  ^on  fhe  called  Gad  (a  troop)  expedling  more  tocome^ 

Aiher^r/yand  the  next  (he  called  JJher^  to  express  the  bappioeft 

{he  now  enjoyed. 

By  this  time  Reuben  being  about  iix  years  of  agBy 
brought  home  one  evening  fome  mandrakes  ( Y),  wbick  p 


tb 


(Y)  What  thefe  mandrakes 
were,  is  not  eafy  to  guefs : 
bat  they  could  not  certainly 
be  what  we  underfland  by  that 
name  ;  i.  Becaufe  they  had 
nothing  inviting,  either  in 
fmelly  tafte,  or  colour,  to  in- 
duce a  child  of  his  age  to  ga- 
ther them;  much  lefs  could 
he  choofe  them  for  any  parti- 
cular virtue  or  quality  they 
had.  2.  The  text  fays,  it  was 
then  wheat-harvefl,  which  in 
thofe  hot  countries  is  about 


tr 

fio 


dudatntf    or    mandrakest  sie 
commended  for  their  fragra- 
cy,  in  the  only  place  of  Scrip* 
ture,  where  they  are  mentioMd 
befides  (150).     For  thisretfai 
fome  have  fanfied   themvie' 
lets  (151);  others  lilies  (i;2){ 
others  jeiiamin;    others  but 
rendered    the    word   defirabb 
flowers  (153),  agreeable  to  til 
word  dudazm,  which   fignitd 
loves   in    the  dual,   or,  ^ 
breafb  of  a  woman.    Odcfl 
again,  and  perhaps  morepio- 


ilf^,  when  the  apples  of  that    bably,  have  gueiled  them  tt 
TOOt  are  far  from  being  ripe,     be  citrons  (154).    That 
J.  The  mandrake  has  a  very 
Itrong  ftupcfying  fmell,  and  is 
therefore  called  by  the  Arabi- 
ans jabrokim ;     whereas    the 


has  induced  fo  many  interpitt- 
ers  to  fuppofe  them  to  k 
mandrakes,  is  the  virtue  attri- 
buted  to  them  of  helping  coi- 


(i^e)  Ctfisf.  vii.  13.  (151)  Onkel,  in  l9c.  (t^z)  Oht/f- 

(^53)  7»»' '«  ^^»        (154)  Bocbart,  Brown" i  nwlg,  err.    Calmer  €tmm,  a 
Ceiu  cap,  zxz.  v,  iXt 

cepm 
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lad  been  gathering  in  the  fields  in  the  time  of  the 
it'harveft.     Rachel  no  fooner  faw  them,  but  flie  de*    Year  of 
to  have  fome  part  of  them.     Leah  hereupon  anff^er-  the  flood 
lot  ovcr-complaifantly,  that  it  was  a  little  too  much     603. 
er  to  take  her  hufband  and  her  fon's  mandrakes  too :  Bef.  Chr. 
efore,    to  pacify  her,   and    purchafe  the  fruit,  (be    i745* 
:d,  that  Jacob  fhould  lie  with  her  that  night  (Z)  5  and  ^m^'VN*^ 
h  no  fooner  came  home,  but  Leah  challenged  him 
)nfirm  the  bargain,  which  he  accordingly  did ;  the 
iquence  of  which  was,  that  ihe  bore  him  a  fifth  fon,I£achar. 
n  {he  called  IJfachar  (the   man  of  reward),  alleging 
he  was  a  reward  to  her  for  giving  her  maid  to  Ja- 
After  which  fhe  bore  her  fixth  and  laft  fon,  and  Zebulun 
1  him  Zebulun  (dwelling),  in  hopes  that  fomany  fonsiWDioair 
1  make  her  hufband  dwell  with  her.     She  had  like-  bom* 
a  daughter,  whom  ihe  called  Dinaby  which  ii  the 


^    ('5S)»    which   made 
r/ willing  to  try  the  efiedb 
lem ;    but»  bdides    that 
kvere  plentifiil  enough  to 
been  bought  at  a  cheap- 
s' it  is  plain,  that  ihe  did 
inccivc  after  them.  Nei- 
8  it  probable,  that  Le- 
ould  have  parted  with 
if    they     had    been 
)  to  have    had  fuch  a 
,  which  perhaps  was  not 
ered  till    a    long  time 

when  it  became  known 
;  the  Greeks  and  Rpmam^ 

name  of  the  apple  of 
and  of  the  juice  of 
the  emperor  Julian  tells 
end  (156),  that  he  had 
a  dofe  to  excite  him  to  it. 
iern  author,  in  his  hi- 
of  Ethiopia,    has  con- 

the  notion  of  dudaim 
tog  mandrakes  (157); 
iims,  that  it  fignibesa 

fruit*  which  the  Syri- 


ans call  mauKf  not  unlike  the 

banana,    or    Indian  fig-tree, 

in  fliape  and  tafle,  and  about 

the  bigneis  of  a  cucumber, 

thirty  or  fivty  of  which  often 

hang    upon   one  ftem:    but, 

whatever  thefe   dudaim  were, 

whether  a  firuit  or  flower,  it  is 

certain,    they  mnft  have  had 

ibmething  plea&nt  and  inviting 

to  a  child,  either  in  fmell  or 

tafle. 

(Z)  The  cufiom  of  thofe 
countries,  where  potygamy 
was  allowed,  was  in  thofe  days 
for  the  hufband  to  take  his 
wives  by  turns  ( 1 5  8) ;  the  kings 
of  Ferjia,  if  we  may  believe 
Herodotus  (159),  were  not  ex- 
empt from  that  rule.  This 
makes  it  more  probable,  that 
fhe  fold  her  turn  for  that  night 
to  her  After,  than  that  (he 
directed  her  hufband  which  of 
the  four  he  fhould  lie  with. 


Epipb,  ap.ViHet.  (156)  Lui»lpis  bifi.  Mthiop.  I  i.  caf.  74. 

"id.  Calm,  in  Gtn,  XXK.  16.    Dia.  fub  vsc,  Mandrag.     Aaz-  '•  X'tiu 
tft.  cap.  29,        J(15S)  nUn.  Murifi.  &  al,         (I59)  Mw*^.  /.  iiu 


feminine 
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feminine  of  Dan ;  after  which  fbe  bore  no  more.    As 

for  RttcheU  her  prayers  at  length  beiag  heard,  (he  was 

happily  brought  to  bed  of  a  fon,  whom  {he  called  yofifhy 

in  hopes  that  God  would  add  .another  to  him.     By  this 

time,  yacob^  having  finiihed  his  fourteen  years  fervitude^ 

and  bong  defirous  to  revifit  his  old  parents,  deiired.bb 

uncle  to  difmifs  him  and  his  family.     But  Laban^  who 

had  found  no  fmall  advantage  in  having  fuch  a  faithful  fer*- 

*       vant,  begged  him  to  ftay  a  little  longer,  promifmg,  upon 

that  condition,  to  give  him  what  wages  he  fhould  name; 

They  foon  came  to  an  agreement  about  that ;  hyitLaban^ 

avarice  put  him  on  fo  many  ftratagems  to  defraud  him  of 

JaoobV     it,  as  obliged  Jacob  to  u(e  others  in  his  own  defence,  and 

firatagim  which  the  reader  may  fee  in  the  xxxth  chapter  under* 

^/!M^>flr^  quoted,  and  which  fucceeded  fo  well  to  him,  that  his  flocks 

Utd fitch,  throve  greatly,  whilft  Laban*s  dwindled  vifibly  away. 

Laban,  vexed  at  his  heart  to  fee  fuch  a  great  diflR?rence 

between  the  two  flocks,  and  perhaps  fufpe£ting  fome  trkJ^ 

oUtged  him  to  invert  the  bargain.     This  arbitrary  change 

was  renewed- more  than  once  or  twice,  as  he  complained 

to  him  afterwards » ;  in  fpite  of  all  which,  Jacvb  grew 

exceeding  rich  ;  and  with  the  money  which  he  got  by  hii 

flieeces,  ^r.  bought  men  and  women  fervants,   cameb^ 

oxen,  and  afles  ;  ^ich  raifed  fuch  envy  in  LabaH  and 

bis  fons  againff  him,  that  they  began  to  look  upoh  hhti 

with  an  evil  eye  ;  and  this  made  him  contrive  the  nieani 

Jacob        ^f  getting  ofF  with  all  he  had  ".     He  acquainted  his  wives 

fteah         with  his  defign,  and   finding  them  of  the  fame  niin'd,  he 

awayfrom^i  them  and  their  little  ones  upon  camels,  and,   having 

Laban.      got  all  his  fervants  and  fubftance  together,  began  his  jourr'   * 

Year  of  ney  towards  the  land  of  Canaan^  whilft  his  father-in- Uwj 

the  flood  who  was  at  a  pretty  diftance  from  him,  was  bufy  (hearic^ 

609*     hb  fheep  ;  which  gave  Rachel  an  opportunity  of  ftealiog 

Bef.  Chr.])cf  father's  gods  (B).     Laban^  who  did  not  hear  of  hia 

'739-  fligbl 


*  Gen.  xxxi.  41. 

(B)  The  word  which  we 
tranflate  gods,  in  the  Hebrew 
is  O  a  V»  teraphim^  which  all 
the  Jewijh  rabbles  own  to  be 
a  word  of  no  Hebrenv  ety- 
mology. The  LXX  tranflate 
it  fometimes   an   oracle,   and 


*»  Gen.  XXX.  p.  tot.  -. 

fometimes  vai»  idols,  and  Jf* 
quila  JAoU,  Some  think  it  t(x 
be  an  Egyptian  word,  and  the 
fame  with  Serapis ;  introduced 
by  Ham,  or  Kis  fon  MiTu^am, 
who  filled  that  country  with 
idols  (159).  As  to  their  fliape^ 


(tsg)  Kircltr,  Ocdip,  ^gypt*  JynU  iv.  c.  3.     Ciukfus  re^.  Heir, 


thft 


to  the  Babylonifli  Captivity. 

third  day  after,  was  full  feveit  days  before  he 
ke  him  5  by  which  time  Jacob  had  already 

paiTed 
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ved  and  probable 
at  it  was  human, 
refembling  a  hu- 
5  a  bufto,  ftrtni' 
^h  the  Je^s  pre- 
was  the  head  of 
yRy  plucked  olF 
,  and  embahned ; 
rue  of  which  was 
Iden  plate,  with 
fome  falfe  deity 
1  it  ;  which  head, 
n  a  nich,  or  up- 
gavc  vocal  an- 
but  thefe  are  ra- 
cked on  as  ^bles 
nfuting ;  and  the 
.  Michol  put  in 
'161),  which  the 
by  the  name  of 
vs,  that  it  muft 
uman  fhape.  Jo- 
ivho  might  think 
on  Dwvid,  that 
e  found  an  image 
n  his  houf^,  has 
lore  fubtle  ftrata- 
7ol,  though  lefs 
).  But,  waving 
Jity  of  this  ftory, 
t  with  fo  many 
le  fequel  of  this 
ein  this  author 
3m  theScriptures, 
b,  whenever  the 
;  nation  is  con- 
lis  authority  will 
eight  in  all  fuch 

ihims  were  after-. 


wards  univerfally  known  by 
the  name  of  talifmen,  as  they 
are  to  this  day  all  over  India. 
The  Perjians  called  them  tele- 
fhim,  a  name  not  unlike  tera^ 
phim.  They  were  made  of 
diiferent  metals  and  iizes,  cad 
under  certain  conftellations, 
with  the  figures  of  fome  pla- 
nets, and  magic  charafiers,  en* 
graven  upon  them.  What 
metal  thofe  of  Lab  an  were,  or 
how  big,  or  how  many,  is  not 
eafy  to  guefs ;  only  this  the 
text  tells  us,  that  (he  hid  them 
in  the  ftraw,  and  fat  upon 
them.  As  for  their  ufe,  it  was 
chiefly  to  give  anfwers,  to  fore* 
tel  what  was  to  come,  to  dif- 
cover  what  was  hid  or  loil,  and 
the  like.  Befides  this,  they 
were  alfo  addrefled  to  for  tem- 
poral blefGngs,  and  to  avert 
evils.  They  were  to  be  con- 
fulted  and  prayed  to  at  cer- 
tain times,  under  particular 
afpefls  of  the  planets,  from 
which,  according  to  the  Jenvs^ 
they  partly  received  that 
power,  and  partly  from  the 
charaders  engraven  on  them 
(163).  Another  rabbi  goes 
further,  and  pretends  that  they 
gave  their  anfwers  fuiva  'voce 
(164),  and  proves  it  from  the 
words  of  the  prophet,  Tbe  te- 
rafbims  hanji  Jpoken  ^uain 
tbinTs  {165).  J&owever,  we 
muu  not  fuppofe,  that  all  the^ 
terapbims  were  of  the  fame 


'org,  in  Gen,  xxxi.  R,7anbuma  Eleax,  &  ah    f  i6i)  I  Sanu. 
(x6a)    Ant,  lib.-v'u  c,  14.  (163)  t>,  Kimcbi 

(164)  R,  Eleazi,  cap, 36.  (165;  Zecbar,x»  a. 


make. 
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palTed  the  Euphrates  (C),  and  was  got  up  the  mom 
of  Gileady  where  h^  had  pitched  his  tent  for  thato 


snake^  or  for  the  fame  ufes, 
even  among  the  Jenus.  We 
ihall  have  occaiion  to  mention 
fom9  of  other  forts,  when  we 
come  to  fpeak  of  that  of  M- 
€ab  (166):  befides,  as  they 
can^e  to  be  uniyerfaly  every 
one  had  them  made  af(er  his 
own  &ncy  ;  though  the  gene- 
rality of  them  had  at  le^  an 
human  head. 

The  laft  thing'  worth  in* 
quiring  into,  is,  what  induced 
Rachel  to  ileal  her  Cither's 
gods.  To  which  fome  anfwer, 
that  (he  did  it  to  repay  herfelf  or  laflly,  becaufe  it  wi 
for  the  damage  which  they  boundary  of  the  promifa 
liad   fuftained  by   her  father 


and  buried  them  under  1 
l^Sicbem  (172). 

(C)  Though  the  text 
QOt  fay  what  river  hep 
yet  it  is  plain,  it  could  I 
other  than  the  Euphratu^x 
the  Scripture  fometimet 
the  river  Perah^  fomedn 
great  river,  and  fonc 
emphatically,  the  rim 
flood  (173)  ;  either  h 
that  and  the  Nile  wen 
only  two  confiderable  009 
knew  ;  or,  becaufe  it  wi 
of.  the  four  rivers  of  P«r 


(167];  othersythat  (he  thought 
by  that  means  to  prevent  La- 
ian*s  inquiring  of  them,  which 
way  yacph  went  (168) ;  others, 
that  fhe  would  thereby  cure 
her  father  of  his  idolatry, 
againft  which  yacoh  had  read 
his  wives  many  a  ledture  (169). 
The  learned  Shutkford^  looks 
upon  this  theft  to  have  been 
committed  by  her,  out  of  a  fond 
regard  for  heranceftors  (170). 
And  laftly,  others  think,  that 
both  (he  and  her  iifter  were 
flill  addi6ied  to  that  fuperiH- 
tion,  and  that  their  defigning 
to  continue  in  it,  made  her  to 
conceal  the  theft  from  her 
hufband  (171);  which  feems 
the  moft  probable,  lince  Ja- 
cob^ making  a  thorough  re- 
formatign  in  his  houfe,  caufed 
them  to  be  taken  from  her, 

ri66)  JuL  xvii.  I,  &^'fef2- 
(108)  Abenexra  in  ioc*  ('^?)  ^^oret,  quafi7 ^, 

.  de  S,  Pafcb.  &  at.  f  170)  CvMteff,  % 


(174).  However,  JacA 
have  made  prodigious  fp 
have  arrived  at  mount  < 
Sn  10  days,  with  all  his  i 
cattle  and  lumber,  it 
little  lefs  diflant  from 
than  250  miles ;  fo  t 
muft  be  fuppofed  to  ha 
veiled  at  the  rate  of  2 
a  day,  unlefs  he  had 
taken  the  advantage  oi 
three  days  journey,  un 
tence  of  frefh  padure  b 
fetout  for  good.  Lahet^ 
company  muft  have  n 
greater  hade  to  hav 
tkken  him  in  feven  d 
have  travelled  at  the 
37  miles  a  day  ;  whid 
(news,  that  he  was  nc 
ger  to  wreak  his  re^ 
on  him.,  than  Jacob 
avoid  it. 

(167)   Percir,   Johnfi 


Greg,  Nawanx,  or  at 

p,  342.  vol,  ii./.vii.^.  154.  (17X)  CyriL    in  Gtn»\xu     Cbryj 

MaJcCah,  &ah  (17a)  Grtt.  xxxv.  4.  (173)    f^d,  ^ 

xxiv.  6r  fl//i.  (174)  yid,  GeK»xv.  18. 


C.  VIL       to  the  Babylonifti  Captivity.  285 

It  is  evident,  that  he  had  fome  ill  defign  againft  his  fon-!n- 
law ;  but  God,  who  appeared  to  him  that  night  in  a 
dream,  was  pleafed  to  avert  it,  by  threatening  him  fe- 
verely,  if  he  committed  any  hoftility  or  violence  asainft 
him;   fo  that  he  contentea  himfelf  with   expoftuTating Laban 
with  him,  that  he  had  ftoleo  away  without  giving  him  an^^^''^^'^ 
opportunity  of   killing  his  children  and  grandchildren,  ^^'^^ 
and  fending  them  away  with  the  ufual  ceremonies  of  muiic 
and  dances.    Jacoby  on  the  other  hand,  was  not  without 
his  complaints  ;  Lahan\  deceiving  him,  and  making  him 
ferve  fo  long  iox  a  woman  he  did  not  care  for  ;  the  chang- 
ing his  falary  fo  many  times,  and  his  late  ftrange  behaviour 
towards  him  and  his  family  ;  all  thefe  and  many  more,  he 
anfwered  him,  were  but  ill  requitals  for  all  his  diligence 
and  care,  or  for  the  bleffings  which  God*  had  heaped  upon 
him  for  his  fake,     Lahan  had  yet  another  thing  to  lay  to 
his  charge,  namely,  the  dealing  of  his  gods  ;  and  Jacobs 
ignorant  of  RacheVs  theft,  defired  him  to  make  the  moil 
diligent  fearch  for  them  throughout  his  family,  promifing 
that  the  perfon  on  whom  they  were  found,  fhould  be  im-^ 
mediately  put  to  death,    Laban  loft  no  time,  but  fearcbed  J!^^f., 
every  tent,  and  laft  of  all  came  to  that  of  Rachel^  whc/^  btsgodt 
had  hid  the  urapbim  under   the  camel's  litter,  and  had\ 
fet  herfelf  down  upon  them.     She  kept  fitting  whilft  he 
was  curiouHy  examining  every  corner,  and  excuied  it^.. 
with  telling  htm,  that  the  condition  fhe  was  then  in,  al-  .  * 
lowed  her  fex  to  difpenfe  with  the  ufual  ceremonies.    Tim 
prevented  all  further  fcrutiny  ;  and  Laban^  departing  with;     . 
an  heavy  heart,  acquainted  his  fan-iA-lawwith  bis  Ul  fucf ;; 
cefs.     This  caufed  fome  frefli  expoftulations ;  which  being 
ended,  they  fell  upon  a  more  agreeable ^fubje£l,  which" 
was  to  make  an  aUiance  between  them,  and  to  ered  ^  li^£ 
monument  as  a  Sanding  witncfs  of  it  to  future  ages.  They  ^-^^^ 
all  put  a  helping  hand,  and  reared  the  pile,  which  J^^i^^^^^itb  Ta- 
called  in  the  Syrian  tongue  Jegar'/ahadutba^  and  Joc(ib^\^^ 
in  Hibrew^  Gilead\  both  which  fignify  the  heap  of  wit- j-^^  ^^^^ 
nefsl>.     Here  they  likewife  fwore,    that  neither  wouW^  »,^„^, 
pafs  over  that  monument  t6  hurt  the  other  ;  and  Jacob ywuntinme- 
that  he  would  life  his  wives  and  children  with  all  ht^zovci-morj  of  it, 
ipg  tendernefs  and  affection.   The  ceremony  being  ended,  Laban  re- 
and  a  facrifice  offered  upon  the  occafion,  Jacm  i^^^fs^turnshomt, 
the  whole  company  the  reft  of  that  day  ;  and  the  next 
morning  Laban  having  embraced  and  bleiTed  the  whole 
family,  returned  home  to  Padan-atam  c. 

*>"  Vid.  fup.  vol.  i.  p.  347,  k  fcqcj.    &  vol.    ii.  p.  itfi* 
•  Gen.xxxi,  p.wt. 

Jacob, 
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Jacob'jv/- 
fan. 
Hi  calls 
the  placi 
Maha- 
luum. 


He  fends 
Jome  pre- 
fents  to 
£{au. 


rbe  Hiftorj of  tht  Jtm  iXt^ 

Jacob,  who  thought  his  abfencea  grenter  fecurityte 
the  oaths  he  had  fworn,  was  glad  to  have  fo  -Well  efcapd} 
but  one  fear  fucceeded  another,  and  the  refentmibftt  of  li 
brother  Efau  began  now  to  give  him  a  frefh  trouble;  liot 
a  vifion  wt)ich  he  had  of  an  hoft  of  angels,  whb  mettib 
in  his  way  to  Canaan^  allayed  his  anxiety  for  a  wtiiledpl 
in  memory  of  this  viiion  he  called  the  phce  McbaUk 
(two  camps).     But,   being  ftill  fearful  of  his  brotberti 
be  refolved  to  (often  him  with  a  fubmiffive  meftagc}  d 
though  ftill  near  120  miles  from  him,  yet  to  fend  a  net 
iage  to  acquaint  him  with  the  fuccefs  4ie  had  during  i 
ftay  in  Mefopotarmay  the  riches  and  multitude  of  inri^ 
children,  fervants,  and  cattle^  which  he  h^d  acquired ;  ail 
that  he  did  not  think  fit  to  proceed  further  homewiril^ 
till  he  had  fent   him  his  beft  compliments  (D).  Tk 
meflengers  returned    with    the  news,     that  Efau  "n 
coming  to  meet  him,   accompanied  with   four  huoM 
of  his  men.     This  was  enough  to  make  him  condoh^ 
that  he  came    with    a  defigh  to  deftroy  him,  and  i 
that  beibnged  to  him  ;  but,  recovering  little  from  his  H 
he   fet  himfelf  about  giving  orders   to  his  family,  ft 
divided  them  into  two  bands,  in  hopes  that  if  the  onepfr 
riibed,  thd  other  might  efcape ;  whiph  done,  he  addreiel 
himfelf  to  God  in  a  very  humble  prayer,  acknowkp 
ing   his    great    mercies,    and    his    own    unworthinAi 
and  begging  his  future  proteSion  againft  his  brothrfi 
fword,   and    that   he  would   fulfil  all   his   former  po-' 
mifes  to  him.     After  this  he  refolved  to  try  how  ^ar{l^ 
fents  would  work  upon  Efau's  temper  j   and,  having  tfj 

•  Vid.  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  166. 
(D)  As  Jacob  was  ilill  fo    ing*    It  might  moreonr  k 


many  miles  from  mount  Seir, 
where  E/au  then  dwelt,  this 
mefTage  would  have  been  fu- 
perfluous  or  premature,  had  he 
not  defigned,  by  acquainting 
him  with  the  great  wealth  he 
had  got  in  Haran,  to  have 
difpoiiefTed  his  brother  of  a 
prejudice,  that  he  came  empty - 
handed,  and  with  a  view  only 
of  inheriting  his  old  father*s 
fubflance.  which  might  have 
rekindled  his  refentment,  and 
caufed  a  frefh  mifunderiland- 


done  with  a  politic  view,  • 
inform  himfelf  how  he  lad 
afFeded  towards  him,  in  onkl 
to  flop  (hort  or  fieer  uxM 
courfe,  if  he  found  him  ill 
better  temper  than  be  hadU 
him.  And  this,  as  a  judkiii 
divine  rightly  obferves  (171I 
fufHciendy  accounts  forJmJl 
meilage,  without  fuppofii) 
two  lands  ofE^lom,  one  neara 
and  another  farther  from  G 
lead,  as  Adricbomius^  and  • 
thers  after  him,  have  done  . 


(172]  Ste  Sbuckford's  CMneff,  W.  ife  p,  Z56,  Sf  fyf. 
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hundred  (he-goats  and  twenty  he-goats^two  bun- 
;  and  twenty  rams,  thirty  Ihe-camels,  with  their 
ty  cows  and  ten  bulls,  twenty  (he-affes  and  ten 
fent  theai  before  him  in  feparate  bands,  and 
heir  drivers,  when  they  met  his  brother,  to  tell 
t  they  were  prefents  fent  by  Jacob  to  his  lord 
order  to  intreat  his  favour  and  good  will  K    On 
morning  he  made  all  his  family  and  flocks  go 
brook  Jabbok  long  before  break  of  day,  whilft 
irried  at  Mahanaim.     Here  appeared  to  him  in 
of  a  man,  according  to  the  prophet  Hofea  S 
divine  ^erfon  that  had  before  at  Bethel^  who 
¥ith  him  till  the  morning ;  and,  not  being  able 
with  him,  touched  the  hollow  of  his  thigh,  and 
t  of  joint ;  then  defired  him  to  let  him  go,  (ince 
red.     Jacob  then  begged,  that  he  might  have  his  Jacob  // 
rft  ;  upon  which  he  changed  his  name  from  Ja'^^^f^tdK- 
rael,  which  figniiies  a  man  that  has  prevailed  J^el «/ Pf 
0.     But,  when  he  was  defired  to  tell  his  own  ^^^* 
e  refufed,  and  departed  from  him  (D)«     Jacob 

therefore 
^  Gen.  xxxii.  i4f  15.       *  Hof.  xii.  ver,  4, 

Dft  verfionsy  as  well  more  comfortable  to  Jacob  in 

ender  the  words  of  the  (Ireight  he  was  in,  about 

to  Jacob  in  the  lat-  meeting  his  brother  E/au,thxa 

f  the  28th  verfe,  as  fuch  a  promife  ?  or  what  can 

had  prevailed  over  more  naturally  acoount  for  this 

well    as  over  him ;  vifion,  than  to  fuppofe,  that 

ae  had   been  fo  &r  it  happened  to  him   in  order 

ailing  over  the  only  to'difpel  his  fears  ?  This  verHon 

ies  he  had,  'vtz,  E/au  is  likewife  more  agreeable  to 

r,  that  he  had  been  the   CbaUtt  paraphrafe,   the 

lee  from  them  both.  Septuagint,    and  the  Vulgate^ 

ces  it  therefore   ne-  which  render  it  thus.  If  tbom 

have  recourfe  to  a  baft  been  tbus  far  able  to  prg' 

fion  of  thefo  words,  nfail  njuitb  God,   bow   much 

pnal  can  bear  ns  out  more  wilt  tbou  be  able  to  pre- 

ch  it  will  do  without  'vail  over  men  ! 
violence  i  or  rather,        Some  of  the  antient  fathers 

ing  the  moft  ftridt  and  think  it  was  to  be  underflood 

fe  of  it,  which  runs  in  a  fpiritual,  and  not  adual 

^u  haft  aSei  or  be-  fenfe  (173).     As  to  the  perfon 

\nce4ike  (in  thy  wre-  who  wreftted  with  Jacob,  fome 

xth  God,    and  thou  have  believed  it  to  be  an  angel, 

prevail  over   men,  only  becaufe  Hofea  calls  him 

^,  what  could  be  by  that  name    in  the  phice 

(173)  i7r«w.  f«.  Uikr,    Qrig»  V  «A 

5  above- 


28t  ^  Hifi$fy  of  the  Jew  \\ 

therefore  called  the  place  Pemelj  or  the  hat  of  Gqd| 
and,  when  he  came  to  inarch,  he  found  that  he  kdttd  npa 
his  thigh  ;  upon  which  account  his  pofterity  never  eat «{ 
that  joints  And  Jofepbus  tells  us,  that  ncidier  JmI^ 
nor  any  of  his  pofterity  ever  iince,  did  eat  that  (art  q( 
any  creature «:  and  though  the  text  mentions  only  tkt 
finew  that  flirank  $  yet  fo  fcrupulous  have  fome  of  tka 
yews  been  even  to  this  day,  that,  for  want  of  IuowIk, 
which  joint  it  was,  they  abftain  from  the  whole  hiof 
quarter^  though  others,  leis  nice,  •  abftain  only  from  4|. 
thigh ;  and  fome  again  will  eat  even  that,  and  conlqt 
diemfelves  with  plucking  the  finew  out  of  it  ^  SooB 
think,  that  Jacobus  lamene(s  was  foon  over  \  others,  tbt 
be  halted  all  his  life.  However,  the  new  afTurami 
which  the  angel  gave  him  infpired  him  with  fuch  Ml 
courage,  that  he  marched  on  chearfuUy,  till  he  badoiff* 
taken  his  femiiy,  and  was  come  in  fight  of  his  brother. « 
Mtofti  How  tender  and  aiFe£lionate  their  meeting  was,  uk 

with  bis    how  contrary  to  Jacob*s  expectation,  .we  have  already 
^•fbtr      fhcwn  g  (E)  i  which  was  clofcd  with  a  kind  invitation  tt 

Year  of  i 

the  flood      ^  Gc"*  xxxii.22— 32.  «  Ant.  L  i.  c.  20.         'Calit 

609.      O*  T.  inloc.  8  Vid.  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  166. 

Bcf.Chrift 

1 7 39-    above-quoted;  whereas,  when  God  face  io  /aa,  &c  m 

it  is  God  or  Christ,  thatap-  called  the  place  Pemel(\'j^ 
pears  like  one,  he  is  difHn-        (£)  It  is  very  probable, dtfl 

guiihed  by  the  angel  of  the  co-  Ifaac  and  Rthecca  had  taka 

venanty  or  ibme  other  word  much  pains  to  convince  hiib 

(177).     But  what  follows  in  during  his  brother*8  aUM 

the  y^ty  next  vcrfc  of  the  pro-  that  what  Jacob  and  (he  U 

phct     above-quoted,     plainly  done,  was  by  order  of  GtS 

confutes  that  notion,  be  found  himfelf,  who  had  deaeed  # 

him  in  Bethel^  even  tbe  Lord  inveiifion  of  the  fucceffion  \t^ 

God  of  bofis.     That  it  was  fore '  they  were  born;diitft 

God  who  met  him  in  Betbel^  would  therefore  be  not  a^ 

is  plain,  by  his  faying,  /  tan  in  vain,  but  even  an  vafh 

tbe  God  of  Betbe/ (lyS).  The  donablc   crime,    for    him  tt 

general  opinion   therefore  of  oppofe    the   decrees   of  pt* 

antient  and  modern  authors  is,  vidence  ;    and    that,    inflal 

that  it  was  Christ  who  wre-  of   recovering    his    brotks^ 

ftled  with  Jacob  here,     i .  Be-  bleiiing,  he  would  bring  atf 

caufe  he  blefled  him ;  and,  2.  rible  curfe  on  his  own  held; 

Becaufe  Jacob  fays,  /  bavefeen  by  whieh,  and  other  fnch-likl 

(177)  Pereir,  in  he,  ^  fil,        (178)  Gen,  xxid.  13.  (17^)  7fftd 

lih.  ii.  cntt,  Msrcion,  Hilar,  de  Trin,'/.  iv.     jimir,  defiJU  U  ii»    C^E/^< 
in  tap,  vil.  affor,  &  ah    Caiv,  Hdtrc*  Jim,  &  si,  mult» 

ftrgameaoii 


r 
1^ 
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his  habitation  on  mount  5^/V;  hMt  Jacob  thought  fit  to  T^coby?^?^' 
turn  towards  Sutcothj  where  he  built  him  an  houfe,  ^^^pid/ome 
afterwards  removed  to  Salenij  a  city  belonging  to  the  Se-  tinu  nt 
chemitei^  where  he  bought  fome  ground  of  the  children  §uccoth. 
of  Hamory  and  fettled  there 8  (F},^and  built  an  altar  to  Bt^s  a 
the  Lord,  which  he  called  El  Eioht  IfraeU  or  the  mishty/^'^^'  of 
God  of  IfvaelK     This  was  in  all  likelihood  the  id^m^ground 
place  where  Abraham  had  heretofore  built  one,  foon  after  *'^''  ^^ 
his  firft  coming  int6  the  land  of  Canaan  K    And  herc^^^'"'*?    . 
alfo  was  probably  Jacob*^  well  near  mount  Geripdniy  where 
Christ  talked  with  the  woman  of  Samaria  l^^;.  for  that 
mountain  flood  in  the  countiy  of  the  Shechemites  K 

JH[£:Re  Jacob  might  have  lived  long  in  peace  ^d  tran-  y^^  ^f 
quillity,  being  univtrfally  beloved  and  refpeded^  had  not  the  flood 
the  treacherous  and  inhuman  maflacre  of  the  inhabitants     5i5 
by  his  two  kns  Simeon  and  Levi^  obliged  him  to  with-Sef.  Chr. 
draw  from  the  place  nearer  to  Mamrej  where  his  fath^    i73a« 
fiill  lived.     J&.cob  reproved  them  for  their  barbarity  i  ' 


^  Gen.  xxxiir.    i8. 
Annal.  Usser.  fub  ann; 
*  John  iv.  6,  &  fcqq; 
-ant.  1.  i.  c.  2 1  i 


^  Ibid.  26.  '  Gen.  xii;  7. 

Calm.  hill.  O.  T.  ViLLkr;  &  sd^ 

^  Judg.  ix.  7.  »  Jos. 


arguments,  they  had  Wholly 
perfuaded  him  to  acquiefce  in 
the  divine  will,  and  to  fet  aiide 
all  animofity  againft  Jacob, 

(F)  We  have  here  followed 
the    Englijh  vcrfion^    thotigh 
khe  original,  we  think,  mijght 
be  more  properly  rendered,  he 
krrived  fafe    and  founds    or 
peaceably^  at  thie  city  of  She- 
chemi  for  the  word  Salem*  6r 
tather  Sba/em,  bear^  that  fig- 
nification ;  whereas  we  find  no 
remains  of  any  place  pear  Sbe* 
tbem,   that  is  called    by  the 
siame  of  Salem,     Some  have 
thought  it  tp  be  that  SaH^m  of 
which  Mekhixedek,  was   king 
(186}^  the  ruins  of  whofe  pa- 
lace were  fiill  t/D  be  feen  in  St. 
^irom\  time  ;  wBich  ikewed 


2t»  he  iays,  to  haVie  been  a 
magnificent  building,  and 
which,  he  thinks,  is  the  faxxle 
with  Salem  here  fpoken  df 
(187).  fiut  it  is  not  likely^ 
that  the  fonnlsr  wai  fo  neat 
Shecbem,  any  more  than  the 
Sdlim  where  Jbbn  the  Baptift 
did  frequent  (188),  which  was 
near  Jordan  ;  whereas  Sbtchem 
was  at  a  difiance  from  \X\  1^^^ 
fides;  Jofephus  tells  Os^  that 
the  old  Salem  was  the  fame  as 
Jer^falem  (189).  And  the 
Pfalmift  ieems  to  intimate  the 
fame^  when  he  fays.  At  Salem 
*was  bis  tabernacle^  and  his 
dvjelling  in  Sioh  (190};  but 
the  fuppofed  Salem  near  She* 
chem  mufi  haVe  been  near 
t&irty  miles  from  Jerufalem. 


(^86).  GM.xir.  18.  (187)  Hieron.  fuaft.  Hebr.  (x88)  John 

It*  5*  (189}  Anu  I  i  €:xx.  (190)  P/«/.  IpiYL  z. 


t- 


?! 

antl  the  rdl  df  tlie  Vi^unts  of  tbecoiiatqp 
.'    .  dbtibtj'ih^ye  raadb  tbem  pay- dour  .fo^  itited 
'  intiir^fe^^  imdh  lent  a  paiuc'fear  amiMigB  t' 
mltich^  that^'tbey  ev^  let  them  depart  ^uietlT) 
.  off  s&I  tto  phiflder  they  liiid  got  fiom' die  mi 

*    '       thifkihi^.  ■"■   ■'   ■•.-•  ^     •   ■ 

jaco\>i/  .     Gbiy^ah^fdcilYj^ffid  todl^^ 

^^  /9iv^  ihbre  trf  ^eakkig  tolnm  in  a  dream,  inirdlttdin^ 

mtd  dwell  to  BifM^  wVbsre  fatThad  formerly  appeared  to  ImRJ 

«/  Sethel.  ii^^flod  frMf  hk  brother^  ahd  tad^  OeJi^^  "aiid  kij 

idtar  ttrito  himi^  '  Here  7«7^^»  imwiQiiig  to  ptol^ 

holy  plate  by  carryiis  with  him*  any  thing  ibat  idl 

diTplttEfing  it6  QoiD,  £ddred  his  hmtif  to-deKver'| 

M  the  idbli'  tb^  had  taken  from  the  Sbabam 

brought  froiil  F^ii^-tfrim^  not  indeed  t^ 

fhir  f AJVobe  ttiight«liiiirr^  aBpcAed,  but  to  be  buried  in  a  dcoi 

hriii*      #bi^  he  buifed'tojie  made  under  an  osik  nte  toM 

'^-    ...   His  ooni<ilailds.^«rercf  forthwith  obeyed,  and  th^| 

i^ttA  with  their  very  ear-rings,  which  they  ufed  to 

d  ttliijiteMi  br  chums  agai^  ficknefi  and  .other*  a 

Year  of  ^^^^  ^* " '  ^^^  Whkh  'Jiicch  and  hb  wh<&  kssStf  i 

flood     ^ith  all   they  bad^  and  arrived  iafe  at'£i«^  alv 

6 1 6.     called  Bethel:  none,  of  the  nei^bouring  inhalritsfll 

Bef.Chrifiring  to  gudue^  theiji.     As  fopn  as  he  came  tbidit 

.    1732.   built  an  altar' to  GoD»  and  dilled  it  El  Btthd^i 

>^yi— jX}od  ^i Bethel:  foon  after  "iffhlzh  Deborah^  UsfliD 

Deborah  nurfe,  died,  and  was  buried  under  an  oak  attheii 

dies.         the  hill  of  Betkely  and  the  place  was  called  Alkn  Bi 

or  the  oak  of  mourning.    He  made  but  a  (hofti 

Bethel^  being  defirous  to  go  to  vifit  his  father*'^ 

for  ought  we  find,he  had  not  feen  fince  he  went  to  Jl 

tamia :  but,  as  iie  v^as  marching  towards  EphraA^  J 

fell  in  labour  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  plads^ul 

K^cbel     ceiving:  that  it  would  coft  ha^  her  life,  called  tb 

dlesyandtsBenoni\  or  the  fon  of  my  afflidibn  j  but  Iftec' 

buried  at  At^A^   /Jacob    changed   that   namfr,    too    apt  I 

Ephrath.  vive  his  g^rief  for  her  I06,  into  that  of  BetgeamM^ 

fon  of  my  right-hand.    Kachel  was  buried  in  di^ 

Ephrath^  2akd  a  ftone  monument  was  reand  dl 

grave,  >i^h!ch  w^  ftill  to  be  feen  in  Afd/es^s  tinie* 

was  no|^,i|»9  only  misfortune  that  Jacob  met  wilh 

^lace  vjfor  his  fon  Heuben  having  taken  a  liking  to:j 

Reuben V  his  ^heir's  concubine,  and  jStckts  niaSdj  hcri 

hce/.      fcruple  to  comply  with  his  mcktd  inditodon : 

,   »  Gmi  mm,  ifct  tou         f.  See€AU»T.  conm. 

4*  '    *J 
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3  an  impreffion  in  hi^  father's  heart,  that  he 

to  his  dying  day  ?•     Soon  after  this  Jacob  Vcar  of 
incholy  place,  and  came  at  length  to  A^mrcy  the  flood 
ther  tfaacy  with  whom  he  continued  almoil     619. 
thirteen  years,  fopie  fay,  nineteen,  that  i«,  ^^'  Chr. 
old  man  departed' this  life,  which  he  did  in     '729. 
ced  age,  being  an  hundred  and  eighty  years  rV^^^O^ 
)een  almoft  blind  and  decrepit  a  conhderable  ^^^^.  ^^» 
time  (H).     His  two  fons  buried  him  in  the^f^V  >*' 
^hpelah  with  Abraham  and   Sarah  \     after  .^^    /    ' 
returned  home,   and  Jacob  continued  at  "^^-f^^^' 

L,  the  bappinefs  which  Jacob  had  enjoyed   Year  of 
/with  his  fother,  had  not  been  without  fome  the  flood 
&,  then  about  feventeen  years  of  age,  was     632. 
larling,  in  regard  of  the  excellencies  both  of  ^^-  ^^^* ; 
mind.     But  hi$  fondnefs  for  him  raifed  no     *7^^- 
in  his  brothers  (K).    What  incrcafed  it  ftill  ^PfV 

«noreW/'- 

Mved  by 

.4.        '  ^  Gen.  XXXV.  p.  tot-    Sec  alfo  vol.  fi/^'^A'^^''- 


mut  tell  us,  that  the  fon  of  his  old  age ;  where- 

botaaght  1/aac  as  he  had  two  fons  younger 

D,  were  the  pa-  than  he,   <i//x.    Zebulun  and 

md  Hebetf  who  Bfrtjamitty   and    this    laft  was 

Dg ;    and   that,  bom  above  fifteen  years  after 

took  him  with  him.    It  feems,  they  have  mif^ 

Moriah  to  fa*  taken  the  words  D^3pT  {D  ben 

Te,  he  told  ^o"  xtkenim^   the  fon  of  fenators 

Afas  going  with  or  elders,  as  he  is  called  here, 

>lof«b^fw(i97).  for  HDpT  p  beu  xiknab,   the 

attribute  to  him  fon  of  old  age.    Bat  the  for- 

;  of  the  noon-  mer  has  a  quite  different  mean- 

I  they  conilant-  ing,    it   iignifying,   according 

ly  think  jibra-  to  the  Hebrew  idiom,  the^fon 

author  of  thofe  or  difciple  of  fenators ;  that  is, 
cig,  and    Jacob  ,  beeaufe  he  was  endued  with 

s  evening,  and  extraordinary  wifdom  and  pru-* 

ofnoon{i9S).  dence.    Accordingly   the  ^a- 

erfions,  as  well  tftaritanp  Pirfk^   and  Arabic 

made  Jacob  to  vdrfionshave  rendered  it,  be» 

bedrnfe  he  was  cauf$h$  *wat  a  w/o  and  frUp 

arehv,  Vtt.  T^.  /.  &  f,  197,  (ig^)  Tabrie,  */•- 
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Hatid  By  more  was,  that  "Jojephy  having  obferved  fomc  vile  afliooi 
ys  hre-     in  the  fins  of  nithah  and  Zilpahj   with  whom  hb  father 
thriH.        had  fent  him  to  feed  the  fheep,  in  hopes  that  they  wodi 
pay  him  a  greater  regard  than  his  other  brethren,  caoB 
His  t^o   and  acquainted  him  with  it.    But  he  himfelf  hel^  to 
dreams,     complete  their  envy,  or  rlither  to  turn  it  into  an  irrecofr 
cileaole  hatred,  by  innocently  telling  them  fome  drew 
he  had,  which  feemed  to  forefhew,  that  he  (bould  one 
»  day  get  the  power  and  authority  over  them.    OiK.df 

them  was,  that  he  faw  in  a  wheat-field  his  own  U 
ftanding  upright,  and  theirs  falling  down  before  it,  fi 
paying  homage  to  it.     Another  was,  that  he  fawtheloii 
moon,  and  eleven  ftars,  doing  the  like  obeifance  tohiflL 
This  laft  he  likewife  told   his  father,   who,  thou^k 
could  not  perhaps  but  think  it  figniiicative  of  fome{^E| 
fortune  that  would  attend  him ;  yet,  obferving  with  idit 
envy  his  brethren  heard  it,  thought  fit  to  rebuke  hinife' 
verely  before  them,  afking  him,  if  he  thought,  thrtB 
father,  mother,  and  brethren,  were  to  bow  themfcl»aili| 
th&  earth  to  him  ?   iBut  this  rather  helped  to  inocj^ 
their  hatred  againft  him, and  made  them  refolveon  his 
^        -  It  was  not  long  before  an  opportunity  offered  of  c 
th^fl'^^  ing  their  defign.     Jacobs  being  uneafy  that  he  had 
^  heard  from  them,  lince  they  were  gone  to  Shecbm 

Bef.  Chr.  ^^^'^  flocks,  fent  Jofeph  to  inquire  after  them ;  and 

no  fooner  faw  him,  but  they  all  agreed  to  rid  therafel* 
of  the  dreamer,  as  they  called  him,  and  make  their fadtf 
believe,  that  fome  wild  beaft  had  devoured  him,  TheyW 
executed  their  bloody  defign,  without  any  regard  dW 
to  his  tears,  his  age,  or  to  the  grief  which  the  news 
his  death  would  caufeto  their  aged  father,  had  notiJfl'' 
difluadcd  them  from  imbruing  their  bands  in  his  bW 
and  advifed  ihem  to  throw  him  alive  into  a  pit,  and  K 
hunger  and  grief  perform  that  cruel  office.  Wbelbtf^t 
fear  of  the  guilt  of  blood,  or  defire  to  make  himoK* 
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dent  fin;  though  even  this 
conies  (hort  of  the  energy  of 
the  idium,  and  might  be  more 
properly  tranflated,  becaufe  he 
had  the  ivi/dom  or  prudence  of 
a  fenator  (198). 

Jttfiin  in  epitome  of  Tragus 
makes,  mention  of  hi$  being 

(19?)  Vid.  Le  Seen,  #ry. 


fold  into  Egypt  by  Ju«Jj| 
thren,  who  envied  theO*' 
lency  of  his  wit,  aDd,lwj 
got  him.  privately  into  Iks' 
hands,  fold  him  to  fontf  >^ 
chants,  who  carried  hindo^j 
into  that  country  (i99)* 


(199)  yuflin,  A  xnntCti' 


y id.  Tup.  voKii.  p.  i53«  '  Gen.  xxxviii.  p.  tot. 
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lingering  death,  prevailed  upon  them  to  take  the 
,   they  let  him  down  into  the  pit.     In  the  mean 
a  troop  of  IJhma elites  happening  to  pafs  by,  with 
and   balm  from  Gllead^  and  bound  for  Egypt ^  Ju" 
^rfuaded  his  brethren  to  fell  him  to  them,  fmce  his^^  is  fold 
would  do  them  no  more  fervice  than  his  being  csLV-attJ  car^ 
3wn  into  Egypt '  •     Accordingly  'J^feph  was  fold  to  rieddonvn 
erchants,  and  carried  ofF  unknown  to  Reubeity  whofe  to  Egypt. 

was  to  have  got  him  out  of  the  pit,  and  to  have 
lim  back  privately  to  his  father.  The  furprize  and 
rn  he  was  in  when  he  found  him  gone,  forced  fuch 
laints  from  him,  that  they  took  the  more  care  not 
him  know  what  was  become  of  him.  Soon  after, 
I  dipped  his  party-coloured  coat  in  fome  kid's  blood, 
rent  it  home  to  their  father  ;  who  no  fooner  faw  it, 

thinking  that  his  beloved  child  had  been  torn  in 

by  fome  wild  beaft,  he  took  his  fuppofed  lofs  fo  to 
(  that  he  did  not  ceafe  mourning  for  him,  till  he 

the  furpriiing  news  of  his  advancement  in  Egypt  *,  ^. 

e  Jofeph  happened  to  be  fold  to  an  officer  of  the  ^^  rf*^  J 

s  guard,  named  Potiphar  (Mj.    Here  Jofepb  ihewed'^^^"?^-  I 

diligence  and  integrity,  and  proved  fo  fuccefsful  in  *  I 

;  undertook,  that  his  matter  (bon  committed  the  !| 

\f  all  his  affairs  wholly  into  his  hands.    He  had  been  |? 

ears  \n  Potiphar* s  houfe,  when  his  mi(lre(s,  ukcn^^fil'^^^^^  :■ 

the  extraordinary  comelinefs  of   Ws  perfon,  after '•  ««  «-  -^ 

il  other  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  make  him  comply  *'^"'"^^^'  '^ 

her  wanton  defires,  accofted  him  one  day  when  thc^'^'"''^*  -] 

e  family  was  abroad,  in  fo  pa^onate  a  manncx,  that  j 

>^,  not  thinking  it  fafe  to  ftay  and  expoftulate  with 
9s  he  had  frequently  done,  abruptly  withdrew,  leav- 
is  upper  garment,  which  (be  had  laid  hoU  of,  in  her 


it 


1 


y. 


i 

a;. 

i 


[)  It  may  not  be  improper  and  near  to  the  king's  perfon. 

ifervc  here,  that  though  He  is  alfo  called  O^naK)  "^u; 

text    calls    Potiphar    an  far  tahachim,  which  in  its  pri-  A 

chy  yet  he  was  not  a  real  mitive  meaning  figniHes    the  '* 

as  the  LXX.  render  it,  and  prince  of  the  butchers,  from  ta  - 

Jews  fanfy ;  for  though  Dach,  which  fignifies  flaoghter. 

Hihrew  word  DnD  faris  For  which  reafon  fome  have 

properij  import  an  eonuch,  rendered  it.  the  prince  of  the  ^X 

t  is  often  ufed  to  fignifyan  cooks  (201). 

:r  belonging  to  theooortj 

(lOi)  Vii*  MsrcfTt  Jun.  &  aU 

U  3  haRds« 
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hands.     Not  able  to  brook  this  affront,  ihe  vowed  die 
ruin  of  the  innocent  youth ;   and   accordingly    having 
fits  nfu*  brought  together  with  her  outcries  all  who  were  witUa 
fal  makes  hearing,   (he  charged  Jofith  with  her  own  crime,  ceih 
htraccu/e  firming  the  charge  by  the  xlumb  witnefs  fhe  bad  torn  fraoi 
bim.         him.     By  the  time  her  Jiufband  came  home,  file  bad  ixA 
up  her  itory  fo  well,  that  {he  was  eafdy -bidieved.    Ha4 
Potiphar  loved  J^feph  lefs  than  he  did,  it  is  probable  be 
would  have  facrificed  him  that  minute  to  his  refentmeiit| 
H$  ii  finth^t  he  contented  himfelf  for  the  prefent  with  fending  faia 
to  frifin,  into  the  king's  prifon  %  where  mfc  fhall  leave  him  fix  I 
while,  to  tajce  a  view  of  what  pafied  in  bis  father'siit 
mily. 
Judah'/         Not  long  after  "Joftfh  had  been  fiJd  into  BgfpU  J^ 
marriage  iah  married  the  daughter  of  a  Canaanitey  wbofe  oatf 
nuith  a      was  Shuah^  by  whom  he  had  diree  ions  (N),  Er,  Om^ 
Canaan-    and  Sbtlab.     Er  being  cut  off"  for  his  wickednefs,  bcfae 
}^\  he  had  any  children  by  his  wife  Tamary  yudah  bid  Mp 

ErV  ^ftf/^.  f^PQjj J  fon  Onan   take  her,  according  to  the^ufioaof 
6nan*j /Si  that  country,  and   raiib  a  poAerity  to  bis  brother.  Om 
0M4diaib.  ohtycd  feeminglyi  but,niot.  brooking  the  thoughtii  thattt 
children  fhouid  be  e^eemed  his  brother's,  took  fudii 
wicked  and  unnatural  way  to  prevent  Tamar*s  having  iff 
by  him,  that  God  was  provoked  to  piinifl)  biin  win 

•  Gen.  xxzi?^.  p.  tot, 


(N)  It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs 
at  what  time  Judab  had  chefe 
three  (bns  by  this  Canaanitijh 
womai^  s  and,  if  we  take  |he 
words  in  the  original,  at  that 
fimt,  in  a  ftridl  fenfe,  as  if 
It  happened  about  the  time 
that  jo/epJb  was  fold,  he  mud 
have  been  too  young,  being 
|>ut  twenty-two  years  of  age ; 
for  yofefh  was  feventeen  years 
old,  and  he  could  not  be  above 
four  or  five  years  older,  being 
the  fourth  fon  of  LeaK  ^n^  ^^ 
and  Joftpb  both  born  within 
the  compafs  of  feven  years. 
So  that  the  mod  that  can  be 
thought  is,  that  he  had  mar- 
ried cither  a  little  before  Jo- 


fepb  was  fold,  or  about  M 
time,  and  that  the  latter  pot 
of  the  ftory  of  his  fon*s  nV' 
riaee  and  death,  and  the  faoi- 
neis  of  Tamar^  happened  dr 
ing  the  twenty  years  that  J^ 
fepb  continued  in  Eg^*    M 
therefore,  though  Mwfn  rcfalB 
all  theie  events  in  the  diaficr 
preceding  that  which  givct  ai 
account  of   his  di%raoe  nl 
imprifonment,  it  is  moft  pro- 
bable, that  he  bas  done  itto 
prevent  intermingling  thefloij 
of  tfaofe  two  brothers  toomodii 
and  fo  has  made  an  end  i 
Judah"^  adventures,  before  k 
went  on  with  thpie  of  J^fi^y 


ki 

he 

r 
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death  alfo  (.O).  Judah  therefore  bid  her  remain  a  widow 
in  her  father's  houfe,  till  his  third  fon  was  grown  old 
enough  to  fupply  his  brother's  place;  but  the  time  being 
come,  and  Judah  negle£ting  to  fend  for  her,  as  indeed 
lie  never  deugned  it,  left  Shelah  fhould  meet  with  the  fate 
of  *his  two  brothers,  flie  refoh^ed  to  put  him  in  mind  of 
his  engagement  by  fome  other  way. 

Judah,  having  buried  his  wife  about  this  time,  as  foon  Judah tf«i 
as  the  ufual  days  of  mourning  were  over,  went  to  over-  Tamar. 
look  his  (heeprfhearers  at  Timnatb^  attended  only  by  his 
friend  Aiullamm  Tamar  bad  timely  notice  of  his  dengn  ; 
and,  thinking  this  a  favourable  opportunity  to  execute  her 
own,  file  divefted  herfelf  of  her  widow's  garments,  co- 
vered her  face  with  a  veil,  and  in  the  attire  of  an  harlot 

-  placed  herfelf  between  the  two  ways  that  led  to  Timnatb, 
'  judah  faw  her,  and,  taking  her  to  be  what  fhe  appeared, 

aiade  his  addrefles  to  her,  and  prevailed..    He  won  her 

confent,  by  promifing  ber  a  kid,  and  leaving  with  her,^at 

JhtT  requeft,  his  fignet,  his  bracelets,  and  his  ftaff,  as  fo 

'many  pledges  for  the  performance  of  his  promife.    The 

Icid  he  immediately  ient  by  his  friend  AduUam\  but  the   . 

pretended  harlot  had  difappeared,  and  no  tidings  could  be 

-  beard  of  ben 

Some  mondis  after  'Judah  was  informed,  that  Tamar  Tunar 
•was  certainly  with  child.     At  this  news  he  was  not  dif-  '«'»>*  chili 
pleafed,    as  her  death    would  .free  him  from  his  pro- 
mife of  marrying  her  toJhb  foa  Shelah,     He  pretended, 
however,    tp  be  highly  provoked  at  her  incontinency, 
and  condemned  her  accordingly  to  the  flames  (R)  i  but,  Condtmn^ 

upon  ed  to  hi 

'.■    (O)  Though  OxMM*8 fin  was  mily,  had  power  of  life  and 
in  itfelf  great  enough,  yet  it  death  over  all  chat  belonged  to 
>is  very  probable,  duit  it  was  it ;  but  it  is  hardly  probable, 
-aggravated  with  a  worfe  cir-  that  the  Cauaamtes^  in  whofe 
cnmftanoe;  <i;ist.   his   having  country  they    dwelt,    would 
an  eye  to  the  foppreffing  of  the  give  a  ftranger  fuch  a  power. 
Mesiiah^s  coming,  &ce  he  'Tis    more   likely   therefore^ 
fhould  not  have  the  honour  to  that  he  meant  only,  that  fhe 
be  numbered  among  his  an-  fliould   be  brought    before  a 
oeftors    (204),   which   might  court  of  judicature,    and  fen- 
provoke  God  to  cut  him  off.  tenoed  acconding  to  the  laws  of 
(R)  Some    think  that  Jw  the  oountry.      But»   whether 
daby  at  head  of  his  own  h.-  judge  or  profecutor,  it  was  an 

■ 

(204)  Vid.  AUXf  in  pataU 

TJ  4  inhuman 


Bui  ah' 
folved. 


29^  ^he  Htfipry  of  the  Jews  •  B.  J, 

upon  her  producing  the  above-mentioned  pledges,   and 

declarino"  that  the  owner  of  them  was  the  ^ther  of  tlie 

child,  judah^  in  the  greateft  confufipn  and  furprize,owned^ 

that  {he  was  fhe  more  innocent  of  the  two,  and  that  he 

had  wronged  her  in  with-holding  ^helak  froni  her.    lb 

afterwards  conduced  her  honie,  but  never  touched  hq 

jl  a^^^ggUom  that  time,     When  her  ifull  time  caitie  (he  brought 

iirtk^       forth  twins  j  but  the  manner  of  their  birth  was  very  fiir- 

prifing ;  for  one  of  them   putting  forth  his   hand,  thi 

midwife  tied  a  fcarlet  thread  round  it  as  a  token  of  Ui 

being  the  firft-born  :  but  he  withdrew  his  hand,  and,  hii 

brother  (hewing  him  the  way   into  the  World,  he  wq 

called  by  his  mother  Phares^  or  breach,  by  reafon  of  the 

breach  he  had  made  between  his  brother  and  him :  tfe 

other  was  called  Zarah  ^ 

JorTeph.         Joseph  in  the  mean  While  was  got  into  fuch  favoof 

Year  of  with  the  keeper  of  the  pr^fon,  that  he  intruded  him  witt 

flood     the  care  of  all  the  prifoners.    To  two  of  them,  men  4 

632.     fome  diftin£Uon,  viz.  Pharaoh*s  chief  butler  and  baker, 

Bcf.  Chr.  Jo/eph  not  only  interpreted  the  dreams  they  had  had,  bat    ^ 

^7^7'    told  theni  alfo  the  precife  time  when  they  fbould  fee  thca   ^\: 

Ij-^^^'^^^fulfilled,     Accordingly  three  days  after  the  butler  was«r   ^^ 

r''f^//^ftorcd  to  his  place,  and  the.  baker  hanged  (S).   JM 

^  Gen.  xxxvlii.  p.  tot, 


trs  ix- 

plained. 


ifu 


inhuman  thin^  to  put  a  woman  and  his  fons,  that  he  has  % 

to  death  before  ifhe  was  deliver-  prefled  them  all.     This  is  ^ 

ed  ;  and   the  Romans y  bad  as  though  hx  from  the  onlj  il- 

they  were  with  j-e(pe6l  to  chil-  fiance  of  his  fuppreffilig  Wl 


r 

* 


dren,  whom  they  ufed  to  ex- 
pofe  when  they  thought  fit, 
had  yet  a  law'  to  prevent  a 
pregnant  woman  being  put  to 
death  before  her  delivery  ( 209) . 


thing  that  caib  a  refledknoi 
his  nation :  the  reft  will  occot 
in  the  fequel. 

(S)  Our  tranflation  has  ren- 
dered the  exprefTion  which  ^ 


But   it  is  probable,    chat  his    feph  ufes  to  the  butler  and  the 
eagernefs   to  be   rid  of  her,     baker,  Jhall  lift  up  thy  M, 


made  him  fpeak  more  unad- 
yifedly  thah  he  would  have 
done,  had  fhe  been  a  more  in- 
different perfon.  And  it  is 
plain,  that  Jofephus  looked  up- 
6n  all  the  tranfa£Uons  mention- 
ed in  this  chapter  to  be  fo 
little  for  the  credit  of  Judah, 


too  literally,  flnce  ihat  wouk) 
imply  the  fame  fete  to  tbeii 
both,  contrary  to  tbe  event. 
The  words  in  the  origioal 
mean,  that  in  three  days  FbM- 
raob  would  have  them  brought 
to  their  trial,  in  which  cab 
the  prifoner  was  fet  up  00  higik 


(109)  ^li'an,  A  T« 


p 
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took  this  opportunity  of  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  former, 
and  to  beg  his  arf&Aance  and  intereft  to  get  him  out  of 
prifon,  telUng  him  at  the  fame  time  how  he  had  been 
fold  out  of  his  country^  and  falfiy  accufed  by  his  mi-t 
ftrefs,  and  what  elfe  he  thought  proper  to  move  him  to 
comply  with  his  requeft  **. 

The  former,  being  fet  at  liberty,  and  refiored  to  his 
place,  never  remembred  his  fellow  prifoner  till  two  yeart 
after,  when  the  two  famous  dreams  of  Pharaoh  forced 
Urn,  in  a  manner,  to  call  him  to  mind,  and  to  recommend 
him  to  the  king,  as  one  who  had  a  much  greater  talent 
at  interpreting  dreams,    than  any  he  had  yet  confult- 
ed.     Upon  his  recommendation,   Jofeph   was   fent   for 
out  of  prifon ;  and  he  no  fooner  appeared  than  Pht^raoh 
told  hi{n   his  dreams  ;    and  promi(ed    him  a   coniidera- 
ble   reward,   if  he  could  give* him  an  interpretation  of 
them.     Pharaoh  had  dreamed,  that  he  had  feen  feven 
lufty  fat  cows  feeding  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile ;    foon 
after   which  feven  others,   lean  and   ill-favoured,    came 
Ei.nd  devoured  them  ;  and  yet  looked  neither  the  fatter  or 
bigger  for  it.     His  fecond  dream  was  much   of  the  fame 
Icind  ;  viz.  feven  full  ears  of  corn  devoured   by  feven  * 

blafted  ones.     Jofeph  zn(y/exed  the  king,  with  bis  ^f^^PhsLmqVs 
tuodefty,  that  the  feven  cows  and  feven  ears  fignified  the  t  drsamt  ' 
Canie  tning;  that  the  dream  being  repeated,  was  only  a /W//^#/- ' 
JHgn,  that  ^he  thing  'v^as  to^  happen  immediately  after  :  that /i/ i;  Jo-%* 
iiie  (even  fat  cows  and  full  ears  fignified  feven  years  of  ex-  feph. 
Kcflive  plenty,  which  would  neverthelefs  be  quite  forgot-  ^^^  of 
'^n  in  the  feven  fucceeding  years  of  famine,  fignified  byflood633. 
the  feven  lean  cows  and  blafted  ears  \     He  thereupon  ad-  Bcf  Chrift 
'Vifed  the  king  to  appoint  a  wife  and  expert  man  over  his    '7'5- 
Hvbole  kingdom,  who  (hould  take  care  tobiiild  granaries,  '^>'*V^ 
and  fend  officers  into  every  province,to  lay  up  a  fifth  part  of 
alt.  the  corn  of  the  feven  plentiful  years,  againft  the  fuc« 
£^iiig  years  of  famine. 

The  king  and  all  that  heard  him  were  furprifed  at  the  tofephV 
wifdom  of  this  young  flranger,  who  was  then  but  thirty ^^^„^^. 
years  old;  and  concluded  that  he  was  the  fitteft  perfon  to f^ent  and 
pe  fet  over  the  kingdom,  and  to  put  his  propofal  in  execu-  gkry. 

"  Ibid,  xxxix,         *  Ibid.  xl.  per  tot. 

to  be  eafily  feen  by  the  judges  meaning,  fince,  after  fuch  exa- 
and  court  (210).  Thefequel  minadon^  the  one  was  hanged, 
j||^s  ^is  to  have  b^n  the  true    and  the  other  reinftfited^ 

^210]  See  X  Kingt  xxi.  9. 
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tion.  He  was  thereupon  made  mafter  and  overfeer  of 
Pharaoh*^  houfe  ;  and  orders  were  given ,  that  he  ibould 
be  obeyed  in  all  things,  as  if  he  had  been  Pharoab  him* 
felf.  The  king  took  his  fignet  off  his  finger,  and  gave  k 
tx)  him,  caufed  him  to  be  cloathed  in  fine  linen,  and  put 
a  gold  chain  about  his  neck  i  telling  him,  that  te  ^ 
pointed  him  fuperintendant  over  the  whole  kingdom,  aal 
the  next  to  himfelF  in  authority  :  he  gave  him  moi^ 
over  the  name  of  Zafhnaph-paaneahy  which  fignifies  a  rl^ 
yealer  of  fecrets  (T)  ;  bellowed  on  him  in  marriage  die 
daughter  of  Potipberah^  pried  or  prince  of  Orii  (U)  ;.aiil 

tDBik 


(T)  Thefc  arc  not  Hebrew 
words,  as  feme  rabbies  dream 
(2io),who render  it  byHUIBJ^n 
n^'JlD;  for  though  the  firft 
•word  may  be  derived  from  {^^ 
Kophan^  to  hide ;  yet  the  ori- 
ginal of  paatuab  is  not  to 
be  feaod  in  the  Hebrew,  St. 
Jerom  and  others  think  it  fig- 
nifies a  Saviour  of  the  world 
in  the  Egyptian  tongue  (2 1 0  > 
but  it  is  mod:  probable,  that 
it  fignifies  the  revealer  of  fe- 
crets, and  IS  accordingly  fo 
rendered  by  moft  Je^ijh  and 
ChrifUan  e  x pofitors  (212). 

(U)  As  it  is  not  likefy,  that 
Jojeph  fhould  io  foon  have  for- 
gotten his  religion  (213),  as  to 
have  married  the  daughter  of  an 
uncircumcifed  perfon,  whether 
prince  or  pHefit  on  the  one 
]iand;  and,  on  the  other,  P0/1- 
pherah  could  not  bat  be  de* 
firous  to  purchafe  To  advan- 
tageous an  alliance  at  any  rate; 
this  might  have  given  the  for- 
mer a  fair  opportunity  of  in- 
troducing circumcifion  into  the 


I 
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latter^  family,  and  thence  If 
degrees,  among  all  the  Ip^ 
Han  priefts  and  laity.  Hmf* 
ever  that  be,  we  muA  naCadC 
take  the  city  of  On  for  tkt 
of  A<7,  threatened  with  it 
fijuaion  by  Evakiel  [%\^ 
whidi  was  Alexandria.  & 
therefore  was  HelitfoUs^iit 
chief  city  of  the  cantM  rf|b 
that  name,  called  by  P/t^ 
Onium  (215),  diikDt  ahxlK 
twenty  miles  from  Mtm^  V^ 
the  metropolis  of  the  ksf- 1^ 
dom  (216),  Nor  mull  we  c» 
found  this  Potipherab  with  tltft 
to  whom  Jofepb  had  been  ibU» 
as  St.  Jerwn  has  done.  *D 
much  more  probable,  thatthf 
were  two  clifiindl  perlboi:i> 
Becaufe  the  names  are  difoetf* 
ly  written ;  the  firft  ?«f^» 
and  the  other  Potifberetj^ 
ending  with  the  letter  V  (m)> 
2.  The  one  is  called  capcuafll 
the  guards,  the  other  prieltf 
prince  of  0«.  3.  Thefi»8ff 
therefore  muft  have  hisfci' 
dence  in  the  capital,  tobetl* 


(Aio)    Mainfn,  (2I1)     Hieron*    in    lac,      j?^irMr,tf^ 

I212)  I'^fg*  OnkcL  in  toe.    Jcf,  Ant.  //ii.  c.  6.  LXX.  Qrot^  Tutu  iit^ 
^  al,  (213)  Qfn*  xlii.  18.  (*t4)  Exek,  zxs.  ^ 

(215)  ^id»  Hierorit  lof,  Hebr,         (ai6)  f^id,  {uf^  v#/.  i,  ^.411. 
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^n.       to  4bi  ^abylonifh  Captivity.  ^99 

J  him  ride  in  his  fecond  chariot,  while  the  men  that  Tears  tf 
cfore  it  cried,  Btnu  thi  knee  ( W).    Jofeph^  being  raifcd/^^^T- 
is  height  of  power,  look  a  progrefs  through  the  ^^'^n^?! 
iom,  built  hisgranaries^appoii^ted  proper  officers  in  every  ^y  ^?^* 
,  and  ordered  aJl  things  with  fuch  prudence  and  ap-  ^**  ^^' 
:ion,  that,  before  t-be  feven  years  of  plenty  were  over,  t^J^Jlj 
und  his  ftores  filled  above  numbering.     During  this  ^^^^^^^ 
he  had  two  ions  born  of  his  wjfe  Afenath  :  the  nrft  of  |^     ^  ^ 
n  he  called  Manaffeh  \  intimating,  that  GoD  had  ^^  g^ 
!  him  forget  all  >is  toils ;  and  the  next  he  called  ph^-^ 
aim^  becauieGoD  had  made  him  fruitful  in  the  land  ^^^^ 
s  affli<9ion. 

H£S£  feven  plentiful  years  were  fucceeded  immediately  Ti^^jftfrjr 
\t  other  feven  of  famine  ;  nor  wasthe  (carcitycon»^yteMC* 
to  the  land  of  Bgypty  but  was  felt  all  over  the  land  Year  of 
artaan,  tod  all  the  nations  round  about  it.    As  foon,*^^  ^4^- 
fore,  as  the  S^gyptians  came  to  be  pinchel  for  want^-^^- 
ead,  th^  zppliedto  Pharaoh^  who  commanded  fbem  ,  'To^' 
rpair  to  jefiph ;  upon  which  he  immediately  ordered 
rores  to  be  opened^  and  corn  jto  be  fold  to  the  people 
flocked  to  him,  not  only  from,  all  parts  of  £gypt^ 
rom  all  the  neighbouring  countries  \ 
I  this  time  Jocoby  who  was  not  eicempt  from  the  corn- 
calamity,  bearing  that  there  was  corn  to  be  bought 
gypty  fent  ten  of  iiis  fons  thither  to  buy  fome,  and 
only  Benjamn  with  him.    Thefe,  upon  their  arrival 

*  -Gen.  jdi.  p.  tot. 

about   the   king ;   die  divided  the  weed  T^^tA  4ireJt,^ 

lived  at  Ojk,  or  HtHopQ*  and  read  it  *p  Ik^i  ^  rsk, 

&nd  ladly^  it  is  not  like-  which  in  Hiinw  iignilics  ten- 

iiat  Jp/eti  would   haye  de^fflthe^  ;  by  whidb  th^  uiu 

ted  his  mafter^s  daqg^^r,  derftand>  that  he  was  a  rather 

le  (hoold have provedlike  in  rc^e^  of  his  confwnmate 

inotlxer»    whofe   inconti-  wifdom,  and    tender   in  re- 

r  he  had  fo  feverely  (mart-  fpe&  of  his  years  (217);    the 

r  (216).  Hihtw  being  capable  of  both 

7)  The  Jefivs,  Kimchiox-  fenfes^  tho*  ^^^^ik/,  probably 

d,   unwilling   to  fappofe,  for  want  of  imderfbinding  the 

fb  religious  a  man  as  Jo-  HebrtWt  was  forced  to  follow 

would    fafier   the   cere-  the  Septuagint,  which  renders 

r  of  bowing  the  knee  to  it,  JfoFVif  the  hntf. 
performed  to  hi]p>  have 

6)  Au^ufi,  fuafirJhCtn^  !•  36.    Cbryfifi,  bomU*  €3.  in  Gen,    Mercer. 
Mrf^ih  8  ff/.  (917)  T'ni,  Qnkil,  B.  Jtbud.  fif  al, 

in 
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30O  Tie  Hi/iory  of  tie  Jem  B.L 

JofephV    in  E^ypt,  were  direfted  to  Jo/ephy  for  an  order  j  and, » 

^ethnn    foon  as  they  £aw  him,  they  proftrated  themfdves  b^ 

€9mt  t§      ijjnri^  and  begged  they  might  be  fupplied  with  fomccoriL 

***  •^''     Jofeph  knew  them  immediately  j  though  he  was  fo  alteredi 

^*^*         that  they  could  not  call  him  to  mind  :  he  put  onafevcR 

look,  and,  in  an  angry  tone,   afked  them,  whence  dxf 

came  ?  and,  upon  their  anfwering,  from  the  land  of  Gh 

^.  naatty  he  charged  them  with  being  fpies,  who  were  cook 

to  difcover  the  weaknefs  of  the  land.     Such  an  uoor 

pe£led  accufation  forced  them  to  juflify  themfelves,  lif 

afluring  him,  in  the  moft  fubmiffive  terms,  that  they  were 

all  one  man's  fons  ;  that  they  had  left  another,  a  youflgec 

brother,  with  their  father,  befides  another  who  was  now 

Jofeph*/    no  more.    This  was  what  Jofeph  wanted,  who,  in  a  Mf 

rm^hbi'  commanding  tone,  told  them,  that  unlefs  one  of  dm 

hawour  /^fetched  this  youngeftfon,  whilft  the  reft  were  kept  infill 

ihm.        cuftody,  be  would  not  be  perfuaded  but  that  thsy  wen 

fpies^  and  would  punifh  them  accordingly.     To  Ihew  th 

be  was  in  earned,  he  fent  them  all  to  prifon,  and  b|l 

them  there  three  days ;  at  the  end  of  which  he  fent  fil 

them ;    and,    in  a   milder  tone,    faid    to  them,  lb 

do^  and  live  ;  for  I  fear  GoD :  let  one  of  you  rcnaaai 

|>rifoner  with  me,  whilft  the  reft  go  home  with  provifiDi 

for  your  family ;  and,  when   you  bring  your  youngi 

brother  hither,  he  (hall  be  delivered  up  (afe,  and  you  ji- 

Simeon     tified.     He  then  commanded  ShneoUy  who  had  been  pefr 

*f?'^**^^- haps  one  of  his  moft  zealous  enemies,  to  be  bound  bdSn 

their  eyes,  and  fent  to  prifon)  whilft  he  had  the  pleafoie 

to  hear  them  confefs  their  inhumanity  towards  their  to 

they,  whofe  bitter  cries  had  not  been  able  to  foften  dxl 

.into  pity ;  acknowl(^ing  that  this  misfortune  had  befidla 

them  as  a  juft  punifhment  for  it.     Here  Reuben  had  I 

opportunity  of  juftifying  himfelf,  by  reminding  them  i 

the  pains  be  took  to  diifuade  them  from  the  horrid  fa8 

not  imagining,  any  more  than  his  brethren,  who  hetf 

them  ;  for  Jofeph  fpoke  by  an  interpreter  to  them.    / 

length,  having  learned  all  that  he  wanted  to  know,  1 

difmiffed  them,  not  without  contriving  a  frefh  occafion  i 

Their  mo-  furprize  to  them  after  they  were  gone  ;    having  bid  d 

mey  re*      officer,  who  was  to  fill  their  fecks  with  corn,  to  rctffl 

twrned.      their  money  in  the  mouth  of  the  facks.     Accordingl] 

when  they  came  to  hate,  and  to  give  feme  provender  t 

their  beafts,  they  were  not  a  little  frighted  to  find  i 

their  money  in  their  facks,  and  failed  not  to  make  all  th 

^ifmal  reflections  upon  it  that  their  fear  could  fuggeft  r 

them ;  concluding,  that  the  haughty  Egyptian  lord  h» 

dooi 


/^  /i&^  Babylonifh  Captivity. 

it  he  might  have  a  pretence  to  enflave  them  at 
:oming.    As  foon  as  they  were  got  home,  they 

their  father  with  all  thefe  adventures,  who» 
vas  grieved  at  the  detention  of  his  fon  Simeon^ 
lore  fo,  when  he  found,  that  Benjamin  muft  go 
edeem  him.  He  withftood  al)  their  perfuaiions 
-  could  ^  $  till  at  length,  the  famine  increafing, 
viiion  being  almoft  fpent,  Judah  prevailed  with 

with  his  fevourite  fon  for  a  time,  promiflng  to 
fe  back,  or  elfe  to  be  anfwerable  for  him  at  the 
s  life  (X).  As  it  was  not  without  the  utmoft  relu« 

w  Gen.  xliii.  p.  tot. 
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whole  condud  of 
tn  his  being  firil 
)  Egypt  to  his  dif- 
tnfelf  to  his  bre- 
Qg  been  very  much 
nd  difapprovedy  it 
;  amifs  to  inquire 
leferves  it,  and  how 
be  jaftified,  even 
from  the  hand  of 
>eing  concerned  in 
hen,  he  is  blamed 
ng  fent  word  to  his 
lis  condition,  who 
t  redeemed  him  at 
le  city  of  Memphis^ 
^as  fold,  not  being 
ity  miles  at  moft 
"o*,  where  Jacob 
0  this  it  may  be 
[.  That  if  he  had 
ome,  his  brethren 
Ul  likelihood,  have 
u-e  efiedtoaL  way  to 
im,  and,  apon  the 
tunlty,  have  put 
r  bloody  projedl  in 
And,  fecondly,  that 
g;  the  plajce  where 
d  the  pre&rment 
dreams  had  ^re« 
him,  it  was  by  no 


means  advifeable  for  him  to 
leave  it,  but  to  wait  patiently 
there  for  the  event.  Again » 
he  is  blamed  for  his  rough  and. 
unjuft  ufage  towards  his  bre- 
thren, which,  it  is  pretended, 
favours  of  xht  rankefl  re- 
venge. But,  if  revenge  had  been 
the  chief  motive  of  his  be* 
haviour,  h^  could  have  indulg- 
ed ic  in  a  more  efle^ual  way» 
without  any  danger  of  being 
called,  to  an  account  for  it: 
whereas  it  is  plain,  he  had  a 
a  much  better  defign  in  it; 
namely,  either  to  bring  their 
heinous  cruelty  towards  him 
into  their  remembrance,  as  it 
a^loally  did  (2 1 8) ;  or, 2.  in  or* 
der  to  inform  himfelf  of  the 
ftate  of  his  family,  efpeciall/ 
of  his  father,  and  of  his  bro- 
ther Benjamin  ;  or  laftly,  to 
make  them  reliih  his  future 
kindnefs  the  better,  by  the 
rough  uiage  they  had  met  with 
before.  Thebft,  and  indeed 
the  mofl  confiderable  thing  he 
is  blamed  for,  is,  his  fending  for 
his  brother  Benjamin^  which 
he  knew,  his  former  behaviour 
confidered,  would  caufe  an  in- 


(aiS)  Gw*  adiit'  ax,  ^/^ft 


finite 


/ 
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Jofcph'/ 
britbnu 
come  to 
him  fir 
tom. 


B.ib 


Jofeph*/ 
romgiio' 
bawomr 


rbe  Bifitxry  of  the  Jc^n^ fohc  faUed 

in  Egypt^  were  dircaed  to  Jtfiphy  fefge  about  him,  to 
foon  as  they  &w  him,  they  proftKir  fefe  return,  and  to 
him,  and  bcged  they  might  hf^ptian  lord.  He  bid  them 
Jofeph  knew  them  immediate'  j  make  ready  fucK  prcfenti 
that  they  could  not  call  b-  ^^eptablc  to.him  (Y) ;  and^ 
look,  and,  in  an  angr^ 
came  ?  and,  upon  thr 
naany  he  charged  th  ^aged 
to  dircover  the  '^  /j^iicart: 
pefied  accuQtti'^  .^^'^  ^™> 
afiiiring  him. '  JZfi^^'  i^rve 
all  one  ma*-  J^aefon  remain 
brother^     .-^^ht  the  latter 

no  waov  'tA^fiV^*  7^/^  ^*^ 
'   comir     V^/*»««rr  to  have  re* 

^ii^if  Ais  other  brethren 

j^M^  than  ordinary,  he 

jl^ffot  have  fent    Simeon 

f^^th  what  meiiage  and 

j^  he  pleafed.     But,    as 

^5c  other  part  of  his  be- 

l^onXj  his  caufing  Jacob  to 

^  (o  many  days.ifnot  weeks, 

^all  the  fear  and  anxiety  that 

§s  dt&T  a   lon^s  abfence  and 

togcr  CQuld  caufe  ;  it  cannot 

eafily  be  juftified   any  other 

way,  than  by  fuppofing,  that 

Jofeph   did    certainly    forefee 

what  would  happen,  and  that 

his  fether's  grieving  fome  time 

for  BenjafHiHy  would  be  fo  far 

from  endangering  his  health, 

that  it  would  only  increafe  his 

joy  when  he  faw  him  again, 

and  give  a  greater  relifh  to  the 

news  of  his  own  advancement 

and  fucccfs  in  Egypt,     With- 


SQ 
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having 

(Y)  It  is  to  be  feared,  tk 

Knerality  of  our  expofiton 
,ve  not  been  very  happy  ii 
their  tranflation  of  fome  ofthf 
prefents  which  Jacob  fent  ion 
Egypt ;  which  has  induced  ibae 
learned  critics  of  a  later  bst 
(217),  to  endeavoar  to  gire 
us  a  more  rational  accoQDtcf 
them;  fach  were  the  honey,BflB  p 
and  almonds,  which  coaM  k 
no  great  rarities  ia  Egyft^  tf 
indeed  any  of  the  others, » 
cept  the  balm,  which  was  tkt  i) 
of  Gtlead^  and  of  great  jsia 
all  the  world  over,  a  fiul 
quantity  of  which  was  apifr 
fent  worth  accepting;  bats 
for  reiin  and    wax,  as  loaif 
of  oar  interpreters  havcrti- 
dered  it,  it  could  not  benroA 
fending. 

Bochart  indeed,  in  thcpb« 
above  quoted,  thinks,  thuit 
was  either  refin  or  turpenttiti 
racher  than  balm  of  Qiltd\ 
becauie  Giieaei  was  on  onett 
Jordan^  and  Jacob   was  dvi 
at  fome  fmall  diihmce  fronk 
on  the  other :  but  that  ddlk 
not  prove,  that  there  wasnoai 
to  be  bought  t)iere,  or  to  In 
out  this  fuppolition,  *tis  plain,     fent  for  upon  fach  anMicate 
fuch  a  fudden  tranfition  firom    He  adds  indeed,  that  Jefefk 
an  excefs  of  forrow  to  one  of    affirms  balm  to  have  been  * 
joy,  was  of  itfelf  fufficient  to    known  in    Judea^     till  th 
have  endangered  his  life,  or    queen  of  Bheha  brought  iM 
his  fenfes.  of  it  to  Sobmrne  from  jMii 

(2 1 7)  Bocbart,  paf.    Le  Scenes  *fsy  towards  #  new  tranJUtitm  of  tie  JBiUh 
mnd  others, 

FeCx: 


to  i:^^  B^loniik  Capthityk 

ted  heaven  for  their  good  fuccefs,  difmifled 
Ireaming  what  glorious  news  he  (hould  hear 
n,  to  OEiake  him  amends  for  his  fon's  abfence. 
>ner  appeared  before  jofeph^  with  their  bro- 
r,  but  he  commanded  his  fteward  to  condud 
houfe,  where  he  deiigned  they  ihould  dint 
3ut  they,  who  had  abandoned  themfelves  to 
0  fufpe^  that  fome  ill  deiign  was  hatching  to 
upon  account  of  the  money  which  they  had 
r  facks  ;  to  prevent  which  they,  aflfured  the 
they  had  brought  it  back  with  a  new  fupply 
frefh  provifions ;  who,  feeingtheir  concern, 
t  be  under  any  apprehenfions  about  it,  and 
into  the  houie,  and  foon  after  their  brother 
und  to  them.     He  afterwards  acquainted 
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^ofepbus  may  be 
:iides,  how  came 
b  famous  for  it 
The  queeo  bard- 
ie trees  thither ; 
on  had  ient  for 
rdsy  he  would 
hem  in  all  like« 

to  him :  but, 
was,  *tis  phun 
tur{>entine  could 
It  worth  Jofeph!*^ 
The  next  is  ho- 
ivas  indeed  very 
I  by  the  antients, 

as  GentiUsy  for 
»od  (218) ;  bttty 
f  ^Canaan  was 
n-dinary,  it  was 
fending  to  an 
leminifter,  fince 
fllble  that  coun- 
;  without  it.  It 
'  therefore,  that 
ttSf  which  are 
ame  name  (U01 
I  Jewijh  dodbrs 


obferve,  and  which,  when  full 
ripe,  yield  a  (brt  of  honey, 
not  inferior  to  the  other.  The 
Arabic  calls  dates  dubooi^  and 
the  honey  of  diem  dibo  or 
dibits  to  this  day ;  and  it  is 
plain,  that  JiuUa  abounded  in 
palm-trees  of  all  forts,  more 
efpeciaHy  about  Jericho^  if 
we  may  believe  Jofephus  and 
Pliny  (219).  The  next  is  what 
we  tranilate  fpioes;  bat  the 
Hebrew  wcml  n&O^  nehti 
doth  rather  fignify  fiorax  than 
fpioes,  being  a  noble  aroma* 
tic  gum,  that  was  pat  into  alt 
precious  ipicy  ointments  (220). 
Myr,  or  as  it  is  in  the  origi- 
nal B)lb  Ut,  is  rather  the  fbdle 
•r  ladanum  of  the  Ckaidee 
and  SefHUigint,  the  h£t  name 
coming  nearer  the  Hebnw 
word.  It  is  thought  to  be 
the  gam  of  the  cypreis-tree, 
and  was  oneof  the  aromatici 
in  the  perfame  inscribed  by 

G01>t0iMj/}y(22l)« 


xiv.27.  2  Sam.  xvll;  29.  Cmt,  t.  r.  Homer,  Hitd,  x« 
\  M.  ver.  69.  Sueten,  de  Neron,  c,  27,  &  ml,  (219)  Seg 
.  3S3,  ^Jeqq.-  '    («sb)  f^f A  Bnbgrt.  tiiTiMoic. 

3«t  («ai)  fiTMf.  aj9x,  34, 


304  ^i  Hift(fry  of  the  j'c^  M.  i 

them,  that  they  were  to. dine  with  his  lord,  who  would 
be  back  by  noon  ;  upon  which  they  fet  themfelves  abdU 
making  ready  their  prefent^,  which  they  accordingly  hid 
before  him  with  the  utmoft  reverence,  as  foon  as  be  cam^ 
home.     Jofeph^  having  faluted  them  round,  began  to  iih 
quire  after  their  father's  health,  and  whether  that  wv 
Benjamin  their  youngeft  brother  that  ftood  before  him.     Benjaimi 
mmdbis     bowed  his  head  to  the  ground,  and  Jofephj  having  blefled 
hritbren    him,  ordered  the  viftuals  to  be  brought  in,   and  nude 
f!!r  T'^^  them  fit  down  by  themfelves,  and  to  be  ferved  accordiii| 
Joleph.     jQ  ^gjj.  rank  and  feniority,  whilft  he  fat  at  a  table  by  him- 
felf,  and  his  Egyptian  guefts  at  another  by  themfelves;  if 
being  an  abomination  to  the  Egyptians  to  eat  with  the  It 
brews  (Z)*     Jof^t>9    according  to  the  cuftom  of  tk 
country,  and  of  thofe  times  ',  fent  diihes  from  his  ova 
table  to  all  his  brethren,  and  they  were  not  a  little  io' 
prifed  to  fee  how  exadly  he  ferved  them  accordiitf  to 
their  feniority  ;  but  much  more  fo,  when  they  faw  Bah 
jamin*s  portion  five  times  larger  than  any  of  the  rdtf 
which  was  an  ufual  mark  of  honour  to  the  perfon  to  wM 
it  was  fent.     After  they  had  eat  apd  drank  plenti/ul/i 
they  began  to  think  of  uking  their  leave,  and  of  gia§ 

*  Vid.  Zenoph.  in  vit.  Cyr.  lib.  viii. 


(Z)  This  extreme  averfion 
of  the  Egyptians  to  eat  with 
the  Hebrews    has  been  vari- 
oufly  accounted  for.      Some 
attribute   it   to   the  exceflive 
pride    of  that  niition,    which 
defpifed  all   but  them(elves ; 
others,  to  the  Hebrews-  being 
(hepherds,   and  fo   eating  of 
the  fheep    and    other   cattle 
which  the  Egyptians  worfiiip- 
•ed   (222).      Accordingly   we 
read  in  another  chapter  (223), 
that    ihepherds  were  alfo  an 
abomination  to  the  Egpptians^ 
whether  Hebrews  or    other- 
wife  ;  and  Mofes  tells  Pbaraob^ 
that  they  could  not  facrifice 
.in  Egypt  what  was  an  aoomi* 


nation  to  them  (224] ;  thatifi 
to  kill  and  eat  part  of  M 
beads  which  they  worlhipn 
(225) ;  others  think  tbera* 
(on  of  this  averfion  to  ^ 
herdsy  and  to  the  Hehrtvit^ 
fuch,  was  the  great  opprdS* 
and  tyranny  under  which  ^ 
had  groanedy  when  the  am 
or  king-(hepherds,  as  the«P 
fignifiesy  poured  in  uponti* 
cnflaved,  and  held  tbein» 
fubjeftion  fome  hundred  ;c>^ 
of  which  an  account  • 
been  given  in  a  former  cMf 
ter  (226).  But  we  think  it  >•• 
probablff  that  it  began  ibw* 
(227. 


at 

it 

k 
pi 
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(ill)  Mmjcvl,  Manfi,  TremeL  @  al.  in  he, 
(224}  ExQd.riii,  s6.  (11$)  CbM^ptrdph, 

wA  it  p.  39.    Vid,  Msnttk,  apuijofipb,  w»f.  jipttn, 
f  fSimclfird,  vol,  ii.  A  w* 
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ut  their  other  affairs  y :  but  Jofeph  had  yet  one  fright 
re  in  referve  for  them  before  he  difcovered  himfclf. 
bid  his  fteward  put  his  drinking-cup  into5r»//7w/«*STofgpjj«^ 
c,  and  to  overtake  them  at  fome  diftance  ofF  the  Mjy  cup  found 
,  after  a  thorough  fearch^  to  bring  the  pretended  thief/;?  Benja- 
k  to  him.     The  thing  was  punftually  executed,  and  minV/a^/f. 
may  eafily  imagine  their  furprize  and  concern,  when 

(liver  cup  was  produced  out  of  the  fack  of  their 
nger  brother.  They  made  all  poffible  hafte  to  load  their 
s  again,  and  retui;ned  to  Jofephj  who  received  them 
h  a  warm  reprimand  for  thus  requiting  hb  kindnefs 

civility  to  them  ;  which  he  concluded  however  with 
ring  them,  that  though  he  might  juftly  punilh  them 

yet  the  perfon  only  upon  whom  the  cup  was  found 
aid  remain  a  flave,  whilft  the  reft  might  go  home  in 
ce.  After  they  had  expreiTed  their  grief  and  fhame 
he  humbleft  manner,  judah^  who  had  taken  Benja-  JadahV 

under  his  care,  addrefling  himfelf  to  yofeph  in  xh^Jpeech  m- 
(l  fubmiflive  and  pathetic  terms,  acquainted  him  withjoibpb. 
father's  extreme  fondnefs  for  the  lad,  the  great  diffi- 
ty  they  had  to  perfuade  him  to  part  with  one  he  fo 
derly  loved,  and  the  danger  of  his  grieving  to  death  for 
lofs  of  him.  He  likewife  offered  himfelf  at  the  fame 
s  as  an  equivalent  for  his  brother,  with  fuch  zeal  and 
cern,  that  Jofeph  was  no  longer  able  to  contain  himfelf, 

*  bowels  began  to  yearn,  and  his  tears  to  flow  fo  faft,  J^^^P^^i/ ' 
he  was  forced  to  fend  all  the  by-ftanders  away,^^^'''^ 

1ft  he  made  himfclf  known  to  his  brothers.     He  no^'^-^^'-- 
ler-  had  told  them,  that  he  was  Jofeph  their  brother, 
ch  was  all  that  his  full  heart  would  \^t  him  utter,  but 
were  all  ftruck  with  fuch  mixture  of  joy  and  fur- 

•  for  a  confiderable  time,  that  theynrould  make  him 
mfwer ;  neither  did  they  dare  ^ven  to  look  towards 

to  convince  thcmfelves  whether  it  was  really  he. 
Kis  time  Jofeph  having  recovered  himfelf,  defircd  them 
'a.w  nearer  to  him ;  he  embraced  them  all  round  with 
ifing,  tendernefs  ;  and,  to  difpel  all  their  further 
wlienfions,  told  them,  that  their  felling  him  into 
^t  having  been  direfted  by  an  unfeen  providence,  and 
cd  the  means  of  fo  much  good  both  to  himfelf,  to 
^,  and  to  all  Egypt y  he  would  be  fo  far  from  refenting 
hat  they  (hould  never  hear  it  fo  much  as  mentioned 
Um  from  that  day.  Whilft  this  was  doing,  fome  of 
£gyptiansy    one  of  whom  might  be  the  interpreter, 

y  Gen.  xliii.p.  tot,  *  Gen.xliv.  p.  tot. 

lot.  III.  X  went 
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went  andf  acquainted  the  king,  and  the  whole  court,  th^ 
Jofeph^s  brethren  were  come  to  buy  corn.     Jofepb^  who 
only  fent  the  Egyptians  out  of  the  room,  that  he  migkt 
be  without  witnefles  whilft  he  difcovered  himfelf  to  tmi^ 
went  himfelf  with  the   news  of  it  to  Pharaoh^  whoi 
fuppofed  to  have  been  Thuftmares  king  of  Lower -Egyft'i 
PharaohV  who  told  Jofeph^  that  fince  his  father  had  fuch  a  numerov 
order i  to    family,  and  the  famine  not  half  over,  he  might  feud  ibr 
Jofeph.     them,  and  place  thefh  in  what  part  of  the  country  k 
thought  fit ;  promiiing  him  that  they  fliould  never  wii 
proviiions,  nor  any  other  favour  he  could  fhew  them,  ft 
likewife  ordered  him  to  fend  them  a  frefli  fupply  of  gnat 
and  fueh  other  things  as  he  thought  they  might  wafltk 
^  their  journey,  and  chariots  to  bring  their  wives,  childrai 

fd^f  *"^  ^^  moveables  ;  telling  them  that  they  needed  ni^ 
l^  f^T  regard  the  ordinary  fluff,  lince  the  good  of  the  land  «* 
-^•^  'before  them.  Jofeph  gladly  obeyed  the  king's  aM 
and  befides  the  chariots  and  provifions,  fent  to  his  father  tt 
afTes  loaden  with  the  choicefl  commodities  of  Egyptik 
likewife  prefented  his  brethren  with  changes  of  garm 
and  diflinguifhed  Benjamin  by  the  addition  of  a  \zTff 
of  money  ;  after  which  he  difmifTed  them  with  a 
charge,  that  they  fhould  not  fall  out  by  the  way. 
not  to  be  doubted  but  their  journey  was  performed 
brifkly  this  time  than  the  laft.  They  found  their 
alive  and  well,  whofe  firfl  care  was  to  look  out  for  li 
favourite  fon,  whom  having  joyfully  received,  he  thougil 
himfelf  at  the  height  of  his  happinefs.  But  when  tiff 
acquainted  him  with  fofeph^s  grandeur,  and  told  Iii^ 
that  he  was  the  very  man  who  had  caufed  them  fuchffl* 
tal  frights,  the  good  old  man,  not  being  able  to  bear  4 
much  good  news  at  once,  fainted  away  in  their  an»| 
and,  being  come  to  hiihfelf,  doubted  whether  itwa$i< 
a  dream.  At  length,  when  they  fhewed  him  JofefVi^ 
fents,  and  the  Egyptian  chariots,  his  doubts  and  fears'!' 
niflied,  and  he  cried  out  in  an  excefs  of  joy,  //  is  enoupf  It 
me  J  that  my  fon  Jofeph  lives;  I  have  now  nothing  mtrt  •  |^ 
wijh^  but  to  go  down  andfei^  him  once  more  before  l^^^  \^ 
This  great  defire  of  feeing  fo  dear  a  fon,  whoinjjl^ 
had  fo  long  mourned  for,  in  all  his  Egyptian  glory,  fp"^  1^ 
him  up  to  haflen  his  departure,  and  to  overcome  all  *J  ln^ 
difficulties  which  the  number  of  his  childien,  cattkj  **  It 
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all  the  other  lumber  of  houfhold-ftufF,  laid  in  his  way 
(A). 

Joseph  was  no  fooner  informed  of  it,  than  he  got  up 
into  his  chariot,  and  went  to  meet  his  father ;  and  their 
mutual  joy  upon  this  occafion  was  fuch,  as  is  better  ima- 
gined than  exprefled.     As  foon  as  this  tender  greeting 
was  over,  Jofeph  told  them,  that  he  would  go  out  of  hand 
to  give  Pharaoh  notice  of  their  arrival,  who  would  no  Jofeph  «^ 
doubt  have  the  curiofity  to  fend  for  them,  and  to  inquire ^«ai«//    . 
after  their  occupation  ;    in  which  cafe  he  charged  them  to  Pharaoh 
tell- him,    that  they,  as  well  as  their  forefathers,  werc^/Vi^  iV. 
ihepherds  from  their  youth.     This  was  indeed  an  occu- 
pation, which  the  Egyptians  abominated,  as  we  have  feen 
in  a   former  note  ;  but  Jofeph  had  his  ends  in  it,  being 
^fraid,   left  Pharaoh  flieuld  detain  them  in  his  fervice,  in- 
ftead  of  fending  them  into  the  land  of  Gajben^  where  he 
was  dcfirous  to  place  them.     Accordingly,  when  five  of 


(A)  However,  as  his  grati- 
tude to  God  for  all  the  mercies 
he  faw  himfelf  bleiTed  with, 
and  his  further  want  of  the  di- 
vine protedlion  to  accompany 
him  fafe  into  Egypt,  demanded 
feme  frelh  'aft  of  religion  from 
him,  he  chofe  to  go  to  Beer- 
Jheba,  to  offer  fome  facrifices 
there  ;  both  becaufe  it  was  the 
place  where  Abraham  and  Ifaac 
had  lived  fo  long  and  fo  happily, 
and  becaufe  it  was  in  his  way 
to  Egypt y  being  the  utmoft 
boundary  of  Canaan  towards 
the  fo  u th .  Here  God  appear* 
cd  again  to  him,  and  bid  him 
not  fear  to  go  down,  fmcc  he 
would  be  with  him,  and  protedl 
him,  and  in  due  time  bring  his 
poftcrity  put  of  it  to  enter  into 
the  pofleffion  of  the  promifed 
land ;  adding,  that  as  for  him,  he 
fhould  have  the  comfort  to  live 
near  his  fon  Jofeph^  tt)  die  in 
his  arms,  and  fb  kave  his  eyes 


clofed  by  him.  Jacoh,  thus 
comforted  and  encouraged, 
hafted  his  way  to  the  metropo- 
lis of  Egypt ;  and,  when  he 
came  within  fome  fmall  difhnce 
from  it,  he  fent  Judab  be- 
fore, to  acquaint  Jofeph  with 
his  arrival,  and  to  defire  him 
to  come  to  him  in  the  land  of 
Gojheni  where  he  had  pro- 
mifed to  fettle  them  (227). 

T\x\sGoJhen  was  iituate  be- 
tween the  Red  Sea  and  the  iW//, 
upon  the  borders  of  Canaan^ 
not  far  from  On  or  HieropUs 
(228),  where  his  chief  habita- 
tion was.  It  was  a  fruitful 
fpot  of  ground,  and  Ht  for  cat- 
tle ;  and  therefore,  Jojephus 
tells  us,  that  Pharaoh  kept  his 
own  there  (229):  it  was  fepa- 
rate  from  Egypt,  and  therefore 
fit  tell  for  Jacob  and  his  family, 
which  would  be  out  of  all  dan- 
ger of  interfering  with  the 
Egyptians  (230). 


(227)  Ctn.   xlvi.  I a.  (**8)   Jofeph^  ant,    L   ii.    f.  ^• 

(229)  Id,  ibid,  (233)  Vii,  Jun,  Mire,  &  aU 
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his  brethren  were  brought  before  the  king,  and  aiked  wbt 

their  profef&on  was ;  they  anfwered  him  as  Jofepb  id 

bid  them,  adding,  that  the  famine  which  raged  in  Catuun^ 

had  forced  them  to  come  with  all  their  cattle  into  Egyft^ 

and  begging  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  appoint  them  the 

^     .        land  of  Gojhen  to  dwell  in  ;  which  Pharaoh  readily  gnuH' 

AmIs  B  '^'     J^fiP^  likewife  prefented  his  father  to  him,  wb 

/L-#  Pha-  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^'"S  Sundance  of  happinefs  ;  and,  being afU 

^]i^        how  old  he  was,  anfwered  an  hundred  and  thirty.    Hoej 

Year  of  ^^^  ^^S  expreiSng,  perhaps,  fome  wonder  to  fee  a  maj 

£ood     fo  old,  and  in  fo  good  a  cafe,  jfacoi  added,  that  h»  Bij 

642.     had  been  fo  full  of  trouble,  that  he  came  vaftly  ibortif 

Bef.Chriftthe  years  of  his  anceftors.     After  this  yo/ifh  condufid 

1706.    him,  and  the  whole  family,^  to  the  land  of  Gojbfn ;  nAoi 

he  took  ^are  to  fuppl^  them  with  all  the  neceffiuies  tf 

life  during  the  whole  time  of  the  famme.     Pharati  Ubj 

wife  ordered  Jojeph  to  choofe  fome  of  the  ablefi  of  tiR%j 

and  to  commit  the  care  of  his  cattle  to  them,  which 

accordingly  did^.     It  will  notbeamifs  to  give  herei 

names    or    Jacob*s  children  and  grandchildren,  "^ 

came  down  with  him  into  Egypt.    As  to  the  dii 

in  adjufting  the  account  of  them,  and  reconciling  it 

4bme  other  places  of  Scripture,  we  choofe  to  give 

to  our  readers  in  a  note,  rather  than  interrupt  tbe  t 

of  thehiftory(B). 

A, 
^  Gen.  xlvi.  p.  tot. 


(B)  Mo/es  makes  mention  of 
two  numbers  of  fouls  in  Jacob'*s 
family,  exclufive  of  hisdaugh- 
ters-inlaw,  •v/«.  fixty-fix(23t) 
and  fevcnty  (232)  :  he  like- 
wife  reckons  thirty-three  fonls 
to  Leahf  includingZ>//r/{i&  (233); 
and  to  Ztlpah  her  handmaid 
fix  teen  fouls«  including  Serah, 
JJher*s  daughter,  and  Beriah\ 
two  fons  (234).  To  make 
which  reckonings  agree  with 
the  fourteen  of  Rachel  (235), 
and  the  two  firfl  fums  of  fixty* 
fix  and'  fevtnty,  it  is  to  be 
obferved  firH^  that,  in  the  num- 

(231)  C^.  xlvi.  vtff.  26. 

J5«  ("i-i^)  y^^*  18. 


her  fixty-fix,  Janl  is  notJ 
koned,  but  only  the  fools  l. 
came  out  of  liis  loins ;  bBt,ii 
the  number  of  thirty-tbre^ 
feems  included  ;  elfe  we  * 
find  but  thirty-two, v/«.W^| 

twenty-nine  fons,  two  gfl* 
fons  by  P hares ^  and  A'AJj 
all  thirty-two  ;  buttbatj** 
is  reckoned  in  this  nnBh 
feems  intimated  by  die  dp 
verfe  of  the  chapter,  ia^ 
words  Jac9b  and  bisfi^ii  *jj' , 
by  Leah.  Accordingly  Jf 
phus  gives  us  a  Jift  of  tie«» ■j 
the  number  of  thirty-two, » 


(2^2j   rer,  ay, 
(235)   Ftr,  22. 
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A  lift  of  JacoV%  fons  and  grandfons.  A  lift  of 

Jacob*^ 
f  f  Reuben;  Hanochy  Phallu,   HexroriyfamUg. 

Carmu 
Simeon  ;  ^emuel^  yaminy  Ohad^  *Ja^ 
chin^  Zohar^  Shaul. 
fl  Levi  ;  Gerjhon^  Kohath^  Merari, 
By  Leahy    J  Judah ;  £r,  Onan^  Shelah,  Phares^ 

Zerah.    The  two  firft  died  in  Ca- 
naan. 
IJfachar  j  Tala^  Phuvah^  Job^  Shim' 
ron, 
^  Zebulun  ;  Sered^  Elon^  Jahleil. 
Gad ;     Ziphion ;     H/ggaly     Shunt ^ 


o 


c 


s 


c 
o 


By  Z 


{^jrtf^i ;     z.ipmon\     ruggaty     ofjunty 
E/bon,  Eriy  Arodi^  Areli. 
AJber;    Jimnah,  IJhuab,  Ifui,  Be^ 
riahj  Serahy  a  daughter. 
f  Dan  ;  Hujbim. 
By  Bilhahy  \  Naphtali  j    Jahzcely   Guniy   lexer ^ 
I     Shillem. 

The 

ing  Dinah  ;  yet  fums  them  To  which  add  Jacobs  Jo- 
thirty -three,  without  ac-  fephy  Ephrainty  and  Manajfth ; 
nting  us  that  he  includes  becaufe  this  fecond  reckoning 
"ib  ;  though  it  is  plain,  by  is  of  all  the  fouls  of  Jacobs  fa- 
amount,  that  he  does.  This  mily,  in  which  cafe  he  may  be 
g  premifed,  the  whole  ac-  included,  and  the  whole  amount 
u  will  fUnd  thus  :  will  be  feventy  fouls    (236)  : 

but,  if  we  reckon  Serahy  A- 

'b       33  including  Jacob.  Jher^s  daughter,  as  Jofephus  has 

^^h    ID  done(237),andin  all  probability 

Jb  I       5  ^^^^^^'  oijf^fiph  Mofes  too,   fmce  he  mentions 

(    and  his  2  fons.  her  in  his  lift,  we  need  not  in- 

*^€ih     J  elude  Jacob  in  the  number ;  for 

■  it  will  be  feventy  complete  with- 

6y  out  him. 

— —  It  is  true,  that  St.  Stephen 

{238)  reckons  the  whole  num- 

of  which  dedu6l  Jacob j  ber  of  them  feventy-five,  which 

*lc  Mofes  reckons  here  on-  difagrees  with  that  of  Mofes  ; 

^ofe  that  came  out  of  his  but  it  mufl  be  remembered, 

•     and  there  will  remain  that    the  apoftles,    and    firft 

•iix.  preachers,  made  ufe  of  the  Sep* 

^)  Villet,  cap.  36.  (237)  JoJ,  unt.  /.  ii.  c.  7.  (138)  Affs 

^* 
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Thefonsof  Phantt  Judah'i  fon  j  Bty^tn,  HmuL  y 
The  Ions  of  Btriaby  j^r**  Ion}  Htbtr,  Makbiii. 

tnagint  vcrlion,    as  being  the  bload,  yet  bflongcd  to  lis  II 
only  one  ttien  'umver^ly  nn-    mily,  aod  to  Ja/ifb's  feindfilJ 
derftood  by  the  ^PHft  I  wUdi    (wiuchii  the  exprcf{ioiSt.Afr 
Tcrfion  ados  live  more  to  ii*>.  fbra  malces  ureoi'),io  ibenuo* 
naffth    and  Sphrmim,   nunely)   vet  of  lu-ty-Hx,  i;  will  ajinst 
MacUr  aoA  GiltaJ  ConM  af  Mt-    to  fcventy-five  (24.1). 
Mk^:6,  JsfailiM  and  7)(£<w  (oM        Some  ancieni   and  modn' 
oi  Efbrtum,  and  fd!M,  ^«/a-    wiiteri  liav«  TuppoH  ikil 
/m'i  foD.      But,  befidei    that    thefegrandfons  were  not  ^ 
they  differ  from  the  Htbrmo,    when  Jaab  went  down  ii» 
by  reading  eighteen  infteadof  ^SfP^'  hot  either  foonafm,* 
fourteen  fools  to  Azr^/ (139),    U  leaft  during  his  rtjeiifj 
they  likewile  diffisr  from  them-    which  reafon  they  tbinit 
felves  i  for  foorteen^  and  the    aiade  no  fcruple  to  tct 
live,  which  th^  add,  will  make   down- with  the  reft  (141 
ninetten,   and   not    eighteen,   far  are  they  from  thiDluD, 
Some  anttent  liUhen,  thinking   inftance,  that  iffn/annhiiil 
thi«  knot  inJblable.hkre  endea-    tau  by  diat  time,  bdn;  ' 
roared  to  pick  fbme  myfterica    little  tnrned  of  tfainy, 
out  of  it  (240]  i    but  we  need    they  think  he  was  barilr 
not  bo, at  any  troubk  to  free   ded.     The  &me  limig 
the  SefiwigiKt  verflon  from  er-    Vimde  of  Pharts'i  tw 
TOT,  which  doth  in  ib  many  in-    allcgiDg,  though   isiS.j,^     nj 
lUnces  differ irom  the  original.  ■  Pbarts  wai  but  one  'pt^  ' 
However,  there  is  fiill  another    at    Jacab'i    departut  (ifi 
tacional  way.  to  account    for    Bat  all  thefe  fuppoliiioai  ■     ikt 
this  difference  between  St.  Stt-    point-Uask    coDtrary  <s>  A     n, 
fhta'i  reckoning,  and  that  of  text  j  and,  tf  Mifis  a^' 
Mafii,  which  is  as    Ibllows :    reckoned  all  thofe  dut ' ._-.. 
That  St.  Stepbtn  follows  the  bom  in  Egypt  before  >^    '!« 
firHnumber  of  Mtfis,  vix.  fix-    death,  we  don't  knowlTjJ    ' 
ty-fii  !   out  of  which  he  ex-     might  not  almoU  ai*^'* 
dudes  yacai  and  ya/efb,  and     reckoned    (even    hwM  *     *{ 
his  two  fons,  (o  which  lie  adds     feventy  ;  fince  theyinuf^     ^It 
nine  of  their  wives;  for  ^b-    increafed  very  fj  ft  that,*''     is. 
Jail's  wife  was  already   dead,     married  very  young,  cKf'i'f     fc,*l 
and  BtajamU  is  fappoTed  to  be    could  hard!)'  from  fever^i)'^*' 
ftill    unmarried,    and   jBfiph'%     increaied   to    upwards  4'' 
wifeout"of  the  cafe;  fo  that,     hundred  thoufand,  in ihtlf"' 
if    we  add  thefe  nine  wives,    of  two  hundred    and  ^' 
which,  though  not  ai  Jeah't    years,  which  was  all  itc"* 

(239)   Cct.  Tlvi.    »l;  («4o)   A-pjI.  jy^JI.  ,,  Cn..  L-ii..    I'' 

&  »!.  (i+i)  Btm'jrr.  hifl.  dn.  fiuf.  St  Ditu,  p.  5-;,  ;-*  V^ 

Kidif.  infattt.  (141!  Calmit  coma.  ;>  Gtm.  ;«',«.  ^y-'"' 

"^fvif;  /.  HS-     Btrrajir,  fie.  tiM.     Si.  Jlag.  fueft,  (ifj;  fa" 


C  VII.       to  the  Babylonifti  Captivity. 

By  Rachel^  Benjamin ;  Belah^  Becher^  JJhhel^  Gera^ 
Nciarnan^  Ehi^  Rojh,  Mufpim^  Huppi?n<,  Ard. 

In  all  threefcore  and  fix,  exclulive  of  Dinah^  jacoV^ 
daughter  by  Leah^  and  o^  Jofephy  and  his  two  fons,  which 
being  added  to  the  number,  will  amount  to  fevcnty 
fouls. 

Three  things  are  to  be  obfcrvcd  in  the  lift  which  Mofes 
has  given  us  in  this  chapter ;  namely,  i.  That  thp  wives  are 
not  fet  down  ;  bccaufe  they  were  not  defcended  from  him, 
any  more  than  his  fervants  and  flavcs.  2.  That  he  dotli 
not  fet  them  down  according  to  the  order  of  their  birth, 
ds  in  other  places  <^ ;  but  mentions  thofe  that  were  born  of 
Leah  and  her  maid,  and  then  thofe  of  Rachel  and  her 
maid.  And,  3dly,  That  the  number  fixty-fix,  in  one  part 
of  the  lift,  is  only  of  the  fouls  which  came  out  of  Jacob'x 
Uins^  and  the  fecond  number  of  feventy  is  that  of  all  thi 
fouls  which   belonged  to  the  houfe  of  Jacob :    to  which 

«  Gen.  XXXV,  23,  &  feqq.  &alib. 
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of  their  abode  in  Egypt,  It 
will  therefore  be  more  reafon- 
able  to  fay,  according  to  Mofes*s 
account,  that  Phares\  two 
fbns  were  then  born,  though 
very  young ;  for  F hares ^  be- 
ing begotten  of  Judah  in  the 
thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  might 
take  a  wife  at  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen, and  fo  have  two  fons  be- 
fore Jacob  left  Canaan  (245). 
The  fame  may  be  likewife  faid 
of  Benjamitiy  who  might  have 
a  number  of  children,  and 
two  grandchildren,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-one.  We  ihall  in 
the  fequel  give  fome  inflances 
of  men,  if  they  may  be  called 
{q^  who  have  had  children  when 
they  were  fome  years  younger 
than  we  fuppofe  thefe;  fo 
that  there  is  no  reafon  to  de- 
part from  the  plain  text  of 


Mofes^  to  fall  into  more  diffi-^ 
cult  fuppofitions,  than  any 
that  are  in  his  narrative. 

Another  difficulty  that  is 
raiied  againU  this  genealogi- 
cal lift,  is  the  difference  of  tha 
names  here  mentioned,  and  ia 
other  places  of  Scripture,where 
the  fame  genealogy  is  reheaff- 
cd,  as  in  i  Chronicles  and 
Numbers  (246) ;  but  we  have 
lately  obferved,  that  it  is  very- 
common  for  men  to  have  two 
names  in  the  Scriptures,  and 
to  be  called  fometimes  by  one, 
and  fometimes  by  the  other. 
Concerning  which,  the  reader 
may  confult  pur  commenta- 
tors at  their  leifure;  as  well  as 
about  feme  of  thefe  perfons 
mentioned  in  Mofesh  lill, which 
are  omitted  by  the  author  of 
the  book  of  Chronicles  (247). 


(145)  Mercer.  VilleU  (246)  1  Cbron,  iv.   24.     Numb,   xrvi.  pajfi' 

(^247 J    Vid,    VilUt,  in  loc»    Seg  fiifi  ShuckfiteTi  conned,  vol,  ii.  p,   1S6, 

X  4  therefore 
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therefore  y^y^^^Er  and  bis  two  f6n9>  and  a  gnuuMaa^  iitlie : 
named  Serahj  AJher\  daughter,  muft  be  added,  in  onier  tk) 
to  make  the  number  of  feventjr  complete,  as  the  ravler  ^hij 
may  fee  by  the  laft  note.  .     taod 

Whilst  Jacob  and  his  family  were  kept  in  peaceail    mot 
plenty  by  the  provident  care  of  his  fon,  the  Egyptians  feltiM    A  i 
W^Egyp-cKfnfitl  efFeds  of  the  famine,  which,  increafing  daily  ufOtt   lehe 
tians>//  them,  mAJofeph  holding  up  his  corn  at  an  high  raie,  fam  pA 
'^^j^'^'^^^Mrainedthcmofalltheirmoney.  After  this  they  wcrcttJudli 
andthem-  to  fell  their  cattle,  houfcs,  land,  and  at  length  their  very  icN 
jel-vesfor  for  fubfiflcncc.  By  this  means  he  bought  all  their  Ian*  »*  |b« 
'^^^'         pcrfons  for  the  king's  ufe,  and  from  that  time  thq'^l  fJ^ij 
became  flaves  to  the  crown,  except  the  priefts,  who  U 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  provifions  allotted  to  themovt^ 
the  roy^l  ftores,  without  bein^at  any  expence  for  it.  Ok  ■  \^  ^ 
Year  of  would  be  apt  to  think,  ^{jofeph\  zeal  for  thekipi'if  1^^^. 
the  flood  intereft  carried  him  beyond  the  bounds  of  common  nr 

^44* .  dence;  and  that  he  did  not  confider,  that  whilftheV>k  |iKrvc 

Bef.Chriftfm.^  an  advantage  over  a  ftarving  people^  he  raiW  <!•  f  w\i; 

1 704.    tij,g»s  power  to  the  degree  of  an  abfolute  tyranny,  unfa  r  cfa 

^*-^^*"^^^'^  which  his  family,  or  their  pofterity,  would  one  timcflf  Twi 

other  fevercly  groan,  as  they  efFedhially  did. '  Thertr^ 

as  well  as   Jofiphus  •»,  tell  us,  that  he  tranfplanted  tie  j*  jo 

And  art    people  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other;*'  ■  ^ 

tran^Ian- thdit  the  miferable  multitude  went  fome'one  ^i^  m^^ 

ted  from  fome  another  ^,  fubmitting  to  any  mifery  rather  to 

en^endof  ftarving.     However,  when  the  feventh  arid  laft  year  of 

the  king-    fcarcity  was  come ,  J  of eph  acquainted   themj  that  iky 

dom  to  /^^xnight  now  expeft  a  crop  againft  the  next  year;  thattke 

9thgr^        jsj'ji^  would  overflow,  and  the  earth  produce  again  as  ufual} 

that  he  would  diftribute  frefli  lands,  cattle,  and  corn  t^ 

them,  that  they  might  return  to  their  ufual  tillage;  up« 

this  condition   neverthelefs,    that   from    thenceforth  th 

fifth  part  of  all  the  produ6i  of  their  lands  (hould  gototb 

king,  and  the  reft  be  theirs.     The  poor  people  wercgU 

to  fubmit  to  thefe  conditions,  which  were  much  bctltf 

than  they  probably  expcdled.     They  all  fet  about  culti*  I H 

vating  the  ground  that  was  allotted  to  them  ;  and  fttw  I  ^ 

that  time  it  paft  into  a  law,  that  the  fifth  part  of  the  p  I 

^he  fifth  duft  of  the  whole  land  of  Egypt  (hould  belong  to  rf«  I  .^ 

fart  of  thecrov/n  ;  which  law  continued  in  force  for  feveral  centuncs  I  ^^ 

(roduSt  of  Sifter^   till  a  new  regulation  and  divifion  was  madc^  As 

their  lands  ■  >^ 

^JJigned  to     <*  Gen.  xlvii.  ver.  22.     Antiq.  lib.  ii.  c.  7.  *  ^"»^' 

thecr(ywn.Y{f^,  Chald.  &  Arab,  verf,  ^  Vid.  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.459» 

&  feqq. 
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[I.       to  thi  Babylooifh  Captivity. 

e .  iaIuU  of  the  pricfts^  we  have  already  ohferved, 
ley  \refe  unalienable  (C). 

HiiLST*  he  was  ei^ying  the  fruittf  of : hb  great  fuc* 
ad  policy,  his  family  at  Gpjhtriy  whom  he  fail* 
>t  to  vifit  frequeatly^  did  wooderfuUy  incretfe, 
n  children  and  wealth.  .  At  length  Jattb^  by  that 
he  had  liyed  there  feventeen  years,  finding  himfelf 
old  and  feeble,  and  that  hia  end  could  not*  be  bx 
bnt  for  Ims  Ton  J^fiph^  and  fpoke  to  him  to  this  pur- 
.  Though  the  dehre  of  feeing  a  fon.  So  dear  to  me  as 
re,  raiicd  to  the  height,  of  Egyptian  glor]r\  joined  to 
aging  famine  with  which  our  land  was  vifited,  made 
'titling  10  conie  down  into  this  ftrange  country ;  yet 
^n  being  the  inl^eritance  which  God  promifed  to 
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priefthood,  this  great  privilege 
was  founded  long  before  Jq- 
fipki^s  time,  and  not  by  his  in> 
dalgence  or  partiality  to  them 
(2).     3.    That  out  of    their 
e^tes    they  defrayed  all  the 
charges  of  the  iacrifices,  orna- 
mentSy  utenills^  and  other  re* 
ligious  ceremonies,  which  were 
hire  performed  with  the  high- 
ell  and  moft  coftly   fplendor 
{3).  And  4th]y,  that  they  were 
the  king's  chief  af&ftant  coun- 
fellers,    minifters,    recorders, 
^c,  as  well  as   the  profelTors 
and  teachers    of  all  arts  and 
fciences,  and  the  ju^s,  chief 
magiftrates    and    oincers    of 
the  kingdom  ;    whofe  eflates 
therefore,    how  great    focver 
we  fappofe  them,  could  hardly 
exceed   the  expence  neceifary 
to  fupport  them  in  all  thofe 
dignities.  So  that  it  could  hot 
but  have   been  unjuft,  as  well 
as  imprudent  and  dangerous, 
for  the  king,  or  his  prime  mi- 
niiler,  to  have  made  any  fuch 
attempt     to     have    alienated 
them  (4). 


A  late  right  honoura- 
t^iter  hath  from  this  cir- 
ance  taken  occtfion  to 
/^e,  in  his  ufual  way,  **  to 
\ac  height  of  power  the 
abliihed  prieftbood  was 
lived  even  at  this  time, 
ce  the  crown  offered  no( 
meddle  with  the  church- 
ids,  and  that,  in  this  great 
''olution,  nothbg  was  at- 
npted  fo  much  as  by  way 
purchace  or  exchange,  in 
Kjudice  of  ^  this  landed 
-rgv  ;  the  prinie  miniller 
mfelf  having  joined  his 
tereft  with  theirs,  and  en- 
'ed  by  marriage  into  this 
lance  ( i ).'  But  his  iord- 
feems  to  have  forgot,  i . 
:  the  priefthood  in  thofe 
was  confined  to  the 
3  of  families,  who  were 
»ns  of  the  higheft  rank 
power,  almoft  equal  to 
king,  confulted  upon  all 
ers  of  confequence,  and, 
,  upon  a  vacancy , were  often 
d  to  the  throne.  2.  That 
>nfequence  of  their  birth 
dignity,  and  not  of  their 

Lord  Sbiiftjbury^ t  eharader.  vol.  iii.  tnifceJ.  i.  (l)  Gen.  xlvif, 

'^  /'ff*  (5)  ^^'>^'  ^'^'  ^-  >•  P'  66-     ^^'"^'   £^  -^ol.  i.  />.  467,  (SF 

4S9»  (4)  Fid,  Sbufkford's  conn,  vcl.iu  p,  182,  &  f<-'qq' 

Jbraham 


314  fhe  Hijhry  of  the  ]tvn  ^ 

jihrahitfn  and  his  pofteritf,   and  where  he  Her  iiiKc^ 
with  my  father  Ifaac^  and  fome  othen  df  our  fiunilj^^ 
thegroiind  which  he  purchafed  of  the  iiHiabitantsi " 
jacobVre-Iaft  and  dying  requeft  to  you  is,  that' yon  will  not  fu^ 
fMefitoJo'aiist6  be  buried  here,  but  that  you  will  fwear  to  inc  " 
/cpii.         ihe  catried  tc^  Macbpelah^  and  th^fe  depofit^  wit 
anceffbrs':  your  great  p6i(rer  with  the  king  of  Egjp 
dafily  obtain  you  and  me  that  favour,  which  is  the 
have  to  ask  of  you.    y^fipb  did  not  make 'his  fath^  ^ 
k>ng  for  that  fatisfa£lion ;  be  promifed  and  fwore  to^  j 
that  b0  would  fulfil  his  defire ;  and  Jatoh^  who  in  ft  JFf/ 

Year  of  ^^^^^  ^^'^  ^^  ^P  "P^^  ^^^^  ^^  wbUil  this  cer^mf 

£^     brfled,  bowed  down  his  head  towards  iiis  bed's  tefT^ 

5^0,     token  of  adoration  and  gratitude  for  the  fatisiadion  ir^ 

Sef.  Chr.bui  fon  had  now  giifen-him  f.  ''*^ 

1689.        ^^"^  ^^^i  after,  word  being  brought. to  J^My 

^^>^*v-^&ther-was  dying,  he  took  his  two  (ons  Jk/anajdi 

lofeph      Ephraimy  and  went  to  prefent  them. ta  him,  beggi 

itrimgs  his  dlai  he  would  give  them  his  blefling  before  he  died. 

'wff  fins  at  tHe  fi^t  of  theih,  found  his  flrength,  as  it  were, 

/« Jacob,   newed.     He  fat  up  upon  his  bed,  and,  addreffingln 

tojojiph,  /poke  with  fuch  chearfulnefs,  and  in  facn ' 

and  lively  terms,  as  ffaewed  nothing  lefs  than  the 

or  weakmefs  of  a  dying  old  man.    He  began  widi  r 

tulating  all  the  glorious  promifes  which  Gob  had  foi 

made  to  him,  concerning  his  numerous  pofterity's  infaedl^ 

ing  the  land  of  Canaan^  and  concluded  with  the  denk 

of  his  dear  Rachel  \  for  whofe  fake,  added  he,  I  willflOi 

give  you  a  further  proof  of  my  affeftion  :  you  havetn; 

fons  born  in  this  ftrange  land,  which,  according  to  tk 

ufual  order  of  inheritance,  (hould  have  only  the  portioftrf 

grandchildren  in  the  diviiion  of  the  promifed  land;  U 

Ephraim  I  ^i'^  ^^  "^ore  for  them,  and  they  (hall  from  this  <hli 

and  Ma-  called  by  my  name,  be  efteemed  my  fons,  and  a$J|eanl^ 

naileh  ^r^two  difiind  tribes,  receive  a  double  lot :  thus,  infteilc 

made  t'wo  the  tribe  of  Jofephy  they  (hall  be  called  the  two  tribO' 

tribes  in    Manaffeh  ana  Ephraim.     But  if  you  haVe  any  morefil 

KiaeL       after  tnem,  they  (hall  only  be  allotted  the  portion  of  grw 

*   children.     He  then  defired  his  two  grandfons  to  be  brooK 

to  him,  which  Jofeph  accordingly  did,  placing  the  do 

-     ,        at  Jacobus  right-hand,  and  the  youngeft  at  his  left:  fc 

Mff'thib  7^^^*>  croiSng  his  arms,  laid  his  right  upon  the  younji 

^'       ^and  his  left  on  the  elder;  which  y^yi^A  afcribing  to 

htfwithi  "liftake,  was  going  to  redlify  it  j  but  his  father  told  hii 

s  Gen.  xlvii.  per  tot. 

tl 
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^t  Ho  aded  by  divine,  diredion ;  and  in  bleffing  the  lads^ 
jbich;  he  did  with  great  fervency  and  tendernefs,  he  not 
^^y  preferred  £phraim.  to  Manajfeh^  but  gave  him  much 
'^  larger  and  nobler  bleffing.  The  fequel  of  this 
iory  will  fbew  how  cxadlly  this  prophecy  of  ^.acoh 
»s  verified  in  thofe  twa  tribes,  as  weJI  as  the  next  grand 
^>  xvhich  he  pronounced  concerning  all  the  twelve  %,  . 
S  '^^  this  time  ^acob^  finding  himfelr  grow  faint,  and  his 
^^h  approaching,,  refolved  to  coniecrate  his  few  remain- 
urs  in  foretelling  to  liis  fons,  whom  he  had  gather- 
out  him,  what  ihould  happen  to  them  in  the  latter 
^^  >  and  as  no  prophecy  was  ever  more  pun<9tually  ful- 
^fi  than  this>  we  feall  endeavour  to  give  it  to  our  read* 
1  *ri  a  more  modern  and  intelligible  flile,  than  we  have 
^^  our  verfion,  without  departing  from  the  fenfe  of  the 
*feui.al ;  and,  where  any  difficulty  occurs,  we  fhall  ac- 
f^irit  them  with  it  in  a  marginal  note,  and  endeavour  to 
f^!k^  it  as  plain  as  we  can.  However,  we  beg  leave  to 
[^tnire  here,  that  what  Jacob  pronounces,  or  rather  pro- 
^^fies,  concerning  his  fons,  is  not  fo  much  to  he  under- 
•^od  as  foretold  of  them,  as  of  their  tribes  ;  nor  of  what 
^^11  immediately  happen  to  them,  but  of  what  was  not 
;^  have  its  completion  till  fome  time,  at  leaft,  after  their 
•^trance  into  the  promifed  land.  Thus,  for  inftance, 
'^hen  he  fays  that  Zebulun  (hall  dwell  along  the  fea-coafts, 
^^"^  that  Naphtali  is  a  well-fpread  tree,  yielding  grafts  and 
^^ir  branches  j  it  is  plain  that  he  means  by  the  firft,  that 
^e  lot  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulun  fhould  be  by  the  fea-fide; 
^^d  by  the  laft,  that  the  Naphtalites  ihould  prove  in  time 
^^i^y  powerful  and  numerous.  This  is  what  the  event  has 
^Ully  verified,  and  what  fhall  be  further  proved  in  the  fol- 
lowing notes.  The  good  old  patriarch,  after  a  moft  pa- 
thetic preface  to  draw  their  deepefl  attention,  began  with 
the  firft-born  in  thefe  words  : 

**  RfeVBEN,  thou  art  my  firft-bbm,  and  waft  once  the  JacobV 
**  firft-fruFts  of  my  might  and  my  ftrength  ;  and,  as  (\xch^  laji blejjing 
^*  thou  waft  intitled  to  the  right  of  primogeniture,  ihQ to  his  iz 
**•  beft  portion  in  thy  inheritance,  to  the  dignity  of  theT^^-'- 
**  priefthood,  and  the  fupreme  authority  over  thy  bre-^^"^^**- 
'*   tbren  :  but  all  thefe  prerogatives,  like  the  unftable  wa- 
*«    ters,  that  pa(s  by,  and  return  no  more,  are  gone  from 
**   thee  ;  becaufe  thou,  little  regarding  the  facrednefs  of 
*<    thy  father's  bed,  didft  defile  it,  and  alienate  it  from 

s  Gen.  xlviii.  p.  tot. 

"  me.' 


Si« 


«c 


•Simeon 


ne  tiijhry  of  the  ^  ,         ki 

*<  me^.     For  which  crime,  though  thou  cadcihue 
^<  to  be  a  tribe  in  Ifraelj  yet  thou  (halt  ever  be  bxi 
ferior  to  the  reft  of  thy  brethren,  in  number,  weadi^ 
orftrength  (E). 

^ ^_        **  Simeon  or  Livi  mig^t  have  fucceeded  to  the  rl||itrf 

M/Levi.  ^^  primogeniture,  which  their  brother's  inoeft  hsyMf 
'  **  deprived  him  of^  had  they  not  proved  fuch  inftruoatf 
<*  of  treacherous  cruelty.    May  my  foul  be  for  eve^|)l^ 
*'  ferved  from  fuch  bloody  counfeb,  and  my  honour  ok 
*^  ftained  from  their  horrid  guilt !  for  the  fiercenefi  i 
*<  their  anger  hurried  them  to  commit  murder,  andtti 
*'  impetuoufnefi  of  their  fiiry  made  them  break  iamj/^ 
*<  aU  obftades  that  oppo&d  them,     Curfed  be  dbeirm 
*^  for  it  was  violent ;  and  their  malice,  for  it  was  inhuimj 
<^  This  cruel  difpofition  of  theirs  forces  me  to  divide  itk 
^^  tribes,  that  they  may  never  be  rejoinied  in  7/rAfl| 
Thus  far  the  good  old  patriarch  performed  a  fevere 
ungrateful  taik,  and  hb  prophecy  againft  thofe  triha 
exSSIy  verified  in  due  time  (F).    Then  cafttng  his 
on  Judahy  he  addrtfled  himfelf  to  him  thus : 

«  JuDA 


*  Gen.  apoBV.  22.    Vid.  Munst.  in  loc. 
ver.  5,  6,  7. 


*  Q9um 


(E)  The  fequel  of  the  Jrwijh 
hiftory  ihews,  that  the  tribe 
of  Reuben  ftill  remained  in 
obfcurity,  and  without  any  of 
''the  marks  of  diftiDdion,which 
ufed  to  be  annexed  to  the  right 
of  primogeniture,  fuch  as  a 
double  portion,  fupreme  au- 
thority, and  the  priefUiood. 
Accordingly  the  ^^w^/J^  expo- 
fitors,  efpccially  the  Berejhith 
Rahhah^  or  large  comment  on 
Genejis,  tell  us  (260),  diat  he 
fell  from  a  threefold  dignity, 
'Viz,  primogeniture,  priefthood, 
and  royal  dignity.  But  becaufe 
thou  art  fallen,  continues  that 
commentator,  thy  primogcni- 

(260)  Bereflt,  rah,  JeB.  98. 
/.  38Z,  (Bj.     Seil^fire,  ibid,  p.  484, 


ture  is  given  to  Jofefh  (fh 
accordingly  had  two  portioB 
allotted  to  him),  the  pnefthod 
to  Len;i^  and  the  fceptie  li 
Judab,  And  where  it  is  U 
ofthis]aft(26i),  thyhntkm 
Jballpredfe  thee^  he  parapluib- 

itthus:  ca^s^-^pj^^niipsivn- 

TOU^  by.  Thy  brethren  ftrf, 
be  called  by  thy  name,  f.  ^ 
they  will  not  iky  I  am  a  te 
benite^  or  a  Simeonite,  btt  I 
'-^^ry^  Jebtuii,  2L  ye^v.  ^ 

(F)  Jacobs  words  implfi 
double  difperfion,  'uix.  ofdl 
two  tribes  from  one  anotIier» 
and  their  being  interfpeiM 
among  the  reft.     And  accori- 

(261)  Gin.  xlijc  8.     yid.'nLl 

ingiy. 


VII.       to  the  Babylonifti  Captivity.  $  1 7 

"  JuDAH,  thy  name  (igniiies  praife^,  and  accordingly  Judah. 

thou  flialt  have  the  praife  of  all  thy  brethren.    '^IThey 

(hall  fall  proftrate  before  thee,  as  before  their  king  and 
'  fovereign,  and  thine  enemies  fhall  be  forced  to  fubmic 
'  their  necks  to  thy  yoke.  Like  a  young  lion  fhall  my 
^  fon  fall  upon  his  prey,  and  like  an  old  Hon,  or  a  fierce 
'  lionefs  ready  to  rufli  upon  it :  who  (hall  dare  to  roufe 
^  him  up?  The  fceptre  Ihall  not  dep^t  from  Judah ^ 
'  nor  the  lawgiver    from  between  his  feet,  until  Shilok 

be  come,  and  the  people  be  gathered  unto  him  (G) ; 

V'  his 

\  ^  Vid.  fap.  vol.  ii.  p.  476,  &  feqcj. 

^ly,    Levi  had   no  inherit-  as  will  be  fully  (hewn  in  the 

ce  among  his  brethren  in  the  26,  part    of  thb  Te^ifl>,  hi- 

Ui  of  Canaan^  but  had  a  cer-  (loryj  till  the  heathen  became 

51  number  ofcitiesaffigned  to  converts    to    chriftianity,   of 

Ui  every  tribe.  As  for  that  of  ^\\Qm  Cornelius  viras  the  firft 

"fziott^  it  had  properly  but  a  (264) :  and  the  Je^ws  then- 

rtion  of  Judah''%  inheritance  (elves  own,  that  this  fupreme 

62}^  if  we  except  (bme  few  court  dk!  ftill  fubfill  from  the 

aces  which  they  got   upon  time  of  Mo/es  the  fciunder  of 

ount  Seir,  and  in  the  wilds  of  it,  to  the  deflrudion  of  Jeru- 

c  valley  of  Gedor  (263).  falem  by  the  Romans..    They 

(G)  The  fenfe,  as  well  as  likewife  own,  that  the  woxti 

»mpletion  of  this  noble  pro-  lOiau;  Jhe'vet,  which  we  tranf- 

lecy,  being  very  much  dif-  late  fceptre^   doth  not  always 

Ited  between  the  Jeixjs  and  figpify  the  royal  power  or  dig- 

r,  we  have  endeavoured  to  mty,  but  fometimes  only  the 

nder  the  latter  part  of  the  legiflative  i  and  this  has  been 

!rfe  more  agreeably  to  the  further  proved  by  two  eminent 

iginal,    which  in    its  plain  divines  (265),  The  later  7^^'i 

id  obvious  fenfe  affirms,  that  therefore,    finding  thcmfelves 
e  fceptre  (hall   not    depart  -  pinched  by  this  prophecy,  ra- 

jm  y^^'*^— -^till  both  Shi'  thcr  than  allow  the  received 

f  was  come,  and  the  nations  interpretations  of  the  antients. 

thcred  unto,  or  brought  to  which  is  agreeable    to  ours, 

I  obedience.      This  verfion  have  fallen  into  various   ab- 

farther  proved  by  the  event;  furd  notions,  which  they  are 

r  the  Jenvs  did  not  lofe  their  not  afhamed  to  defend  with 

^ptre,  or  Sanhedrim^  which  a  zeal  peculiar  to  them.   Thus 

as    their  r">  n^D  heth  din^  fomf  will  have  the  meaning 

higheft  court  of  judicature,  of  this  pafTage  to  be,  that  the 

d  fupreme  legiflative  power,  Messiah  Ihall  not  come,  till 

[a6a)  Jojh,  xix.  i,  &  feqq.  (263)  1  Chron.  iv.  39  ^  40.  S:e 

ede'' s  nvQrks f  a  j'ermin  on  tiat  text;   and  Sdurin'i  dijc^rs    bijliri^uei^    ^c. 
'c.  xli. 

ShiUb, 


s«« 


the  Hijlory  of  the  }em 

^^  bb  portion  fhsdl  abound  with  fuch  ftrtile  viney 
*^  fruitful  trees,  and  paflure-grounds,  that  he  Ihall  t 


Sbilob^  the  place  fo  called,  be 
defh-oyed,  or  the  Jiwijb  mo- 
narchy be  at  aa  end  (266). 
Others  by  Jbe*oet  underftand 
a  tribe,  which  that  word  alfo 
iignifies;  and  think  the  mean- 
ing IQ  be,  that  Judah  (hould 
not  ceafe  to  be  a  tribe  till  the 
coming  of  Messiah  (267): 
in  which  -they  have  been  aUb 
followed  by  fome  Chriftians 
(268}  I  becaafe  that  tribe  did 
vifibly  fabfift  as  fuch  till  the 
deftnl^on  of  Jerufalem\  but 
fo  did  that  of  LivU  How- 
ever, many  of  our  modern 
Jinus  (land  ftifly  to  this  fenfe; 
and  icruple  not  to  affirm,  that 
it  has  lubfifted  not  only  to 
that  time,  but  even  to  this 
very  day,  pure  and  unmixed. 
Others  add,  that  it  retains  dill 
a  kind  of  fceptre,  or  royal 
power,  beyond  the  river  Eu- 
phrates \  and  that  the  najp^  or 
head  of  it,  is  a  prince,  lineally 
defcended  from  Judah^  who(e 
iplendor,  dignity,  and  power 
over  his  own  tribe,  is  little 
inferior  to  that  of  a  king 
(269) :  but  cndat  Jud^us, 
'Tis  certain  we  have  only  their 
bare  word  for  this  imaginary 
kingdom.  They  likewife  dif- 
agree  not  only  with  us,  but 
even  among  themfelves,.  about 
the  meaning  of  the  word 
ppno  mecbokek,  lawgiver. 
Concerning  which,    we  fhall 


refer  our  readers  to  tb 
laH-mentioned  divines  foi 
ther  fatisfadtion  ( 270). 

As  to  the  word  -^i^  \I^  S^ 
though  it  be  almofl  u 
fally  owned  to  mean  the  I 
siAH  ;  yet,  as  to  its  ori| 
fignification,  there  is  no  i 
difagreement.  St.  Jenm\ 
it  SbaUachj  from  rO'Vjk 
to  fend,  reading  n  for  T\  (s 
Others  from  :r^V  fialahl 
peaceable  (272),  and  oa 
(land  by  Sbilob  a  peacenul 
A  modern  critic  takes 
word  Sbilob  to  iignify  the 
and  the  (enfe  of  the  wod 
be,  that  from  the  time 
fceptre  comes  into  the  trU 
Judab,  it  will  continue  i 
till  that  tribe  be  at  ao 
(273)  ;  but  his  opioioB 
been  lately  confuted,  an 
many  others,  by  the  ab( 
mentioned  Monf.  Saurin/n 
elaborate  difcouHeoatbatl 
jedl  (274).  Another  modcrt 
thor  tells  us,  that  it  ought 
be  derived  from  Jbulait 
fatigue,  be  tired,  fuffer,  i 
to  be  applied  to  the  fu&ri 
of  the  Messiah  (275)  :t 
without  fatiguing  .  ur  reitl 
any  further,  the  mod  proh 
fenfe  of  the  word,if  ihcdai 
of  a  letter  be  allowed,  wiB 
that  of  the  Sfpttutgint,  (k 
losy  and  fome  others  (17 
who  read  it  lP^vy/f/#,thtt 


(266)  AbenewA  in  loe,  &  al.         (267)  ViJ,  Munfi,  in  loc,     (16S)  I 
*afi.  Jun,  Vilkt,  &  al,  in  /oc,  (-69)  Benj.  de  Tudei,  itiner,  9 

(270)  Mede  &  Saurin.  loc.citat,  (271)  Hieron,  quaft.  Hehr.        (• 

Mercer,  ^  al.         (*73)  Le  Clerc  in  comm.  pentat,  in  loc.         (274)  ^ 
l9C,  citat,  (175)  Goujfet  onom,    lin^,   Hehr.  fub  V9.t  Tr^V  fi*f 

Fid,  Calm,  fib  tnce  Sbih,         (2^6 J  LXX.  Tare,  OnkeL  in  k(.   M" 
cnu.  Jud.    Oleaft,  S  «/• 


p. 


C.  VII.         /^  the  Babylonifli  Captivity.  -  Ji^ 

afs  to  the  vine  and  palm-tree,  and  walh  his  garments 
in  the  juice  of  the  grape,  and  his  teeth  with  the  milk 
of  his  kme^  (H). 

Zebulun's  (Vf  dwellings  fhail  fpread   themfelves^ebulun. 
along  the  borders  of  the  fea,  and  he  fhall  ftretch  the 
number  of  his  commodious  havens  as  far  as  the  city  of 
*«  ZidonK 

*  Gen.  xlix.  8,  &  fcqq.  *  Ibid.  13. 

he  to  ivhom  it  belongs,  ^  and  '"1  grapes  to  be  met  with  in  the 

being  often  interchanged  in  the  valley  of  Hebron,  which  may 

facred  book  (277).    The  fenfe  be  probably  that,  along  which 

will  be  plainly  this,that  the  fcep-  that  torrent  runs  (279). 
tre,  or  legiflative  power,   fhall         (I)    Zebulun  is    mentioned 

not  depart  from  Judah,  untif  next,  though  IJfachar  was  cl- 

thc  right  owner,  or  he,  Jhelo,  der  than  he  ;    for  which  no 

to  whom  it  of  right  belongs,  certain  reafon  can  be  affign'd, 

}ias  made  his  appearance  in  the  unlefs   we  fuppofe,    that  the 

world.     This  fenfe  feems  the  patriarch  had  a  prophetic  eye 

moft  eafy,  natural,  and  agree-  to  the  lot  which  was  to  ^U  to 

able  to  the  original,  as  well  as  Zebulun,  which  was  in   time 

themoU  applicable  to  Christ  to  become  famous  for  being 

the  King  of  Kings.  the  chief  dwelling  of  the  Mes- 

(H)  fudahh  lot  did  exadt-  siah  ;  for  Nazareth  and  Ca* 

ly  anfwer  this  prediction :  it  pernaum  were  vol  that   tribe, 

was  a  fertile  land,  full  of  vine-  and  himfelf  was  denominated 

yards,   fruit-trees,    and  noble  a  Nazarene,  from  the  iirft  of 

paflure-ground  for  cattle.     It  thefe  cities  (280) ;  but  this  is 

was  in  this  tribe  that  the  val-  only  a  conjedure.     Certain  it 

ley  of  EJhcoly  or   the  brook  of  is,  however,  that  if  Jacob  had 

the  grape,  was ;   a    bunch  of  been  prcfent  at  the  diviiion  of 

which  was  brought  by  two  of  the  promifed  land,  he  could 

the  fpies  whom  Mofes  fent  to  hardly  have  given  a  more  ex- 

iearch  the  land,  as  a  fpecimen  a£l  defcription  oiZebulunh  lot, 

of  the  richnefs  of  that  foil  :  than  he  did  then,  above  two 

here  was  likewife  the  brook  hundred  and  fifty  years  before 

or  torrent  of  that  name,  along  it  happened :  for  it  extended 

whofe  banks  were  the  mofl  de-  from  the  Mediterranean  on  the 

licious  paHure- grounds  (278)  :  well,  to  the  Isike  of  GgnezaretJk 

and  fome  travellers  afTure  us,  on  the  eaft  Me. 
that  there  are  fUU  very  large 

(277)  yiJ.  ^  Sam,  xvi.  10.  ^  18.  ap.  Munfi,  in  lac,         (278)  Numm 
3ciii.  pajj:     Calvin.  Mercer.  Jun.  Grot,  fif  al.  (279)  Vid.  Calmet 

comm.  in  Numb.  xiii.  tftr.  24,  25.  See  aifo  he/ore,  *u9l.  ii,  p.  458,  &f  (W)« 
( 280)  Matth.  ii.  ult.  &  cap^  iv.  l^  ^  fe^.  Sn  alfi  before,  ibid.  p.  476, 
^ /t'ff.  ©*  not€s% 

'  t  "   ISSACHAR,, 


320 

lilkchar. 


Dan. 


^be  Hijiory  of  the  Jews  B.  I 

<'  IssACHAR,  like  a  ftrong,  but  indolent  afs,  iU 
'^  choofc  to  carry  burdens  in  the  midft  of  his  brethren, 
*'  rather  than  be  deprived  of  his  beloved  eafc,  in  the  plo- 
^'  fant  land  of  his  inheritance,  and  prefer  fervitude  and 
*'  tribute  before  the  fatigues  of  war  and  conqueft  ^  (K)." 

From  the  fix  fons  of  Leah^  "Jacob  pafles  to  tbofe  of 
Bilhah^  Rachel^s  maid.  He  begins  with  intimating,  that 
the  fons  of  the  handmaids  (hould  have  the  fame  privilege 
with  thofe  of  the  miftrefleS)  and  be  heads  and  judges  of 
their  own  tribes. '  Then,  alluding  to  the  name  of  Da^ 
a  judge  J  he  declares,  *'  that  he  mould  judge  his  peopk* 
(that  is,  his  own  tribe,  like  the  reft  of  the  twelve):  aoJ 
then  adds,  ^^  that  like  a  ferpent  hid  in  the  high- way,  or 
*'  a  viper  in  the  fand,  which  doth  not  openly  aflialt  ill 
*'  enemy,  but  bites  him  by  the  heel ;  fo  Dan  (hould ow^ 
•*  come  more  by  policy  and*  ftratagem,  than  by  vatar 
**  and  ope.n  force  "  (L),'*     Here  the  prophetic  patriaid 


«  Gen.  xlix.  14. 

(K)  No  lefs  wonderful  and 
exa6l  was  he  in  the  defcription 
of  lffachar*s  tribe,  and  the  lot 
that  fell  to  it.  The  Chaldee 
paraphraft,  who  is  alfo  fol- 
lowed by  the  generality  of 
Jen-vt/h  rabbies,  gives  a  quite 
different  turn  to  this  prophecy : 
they  read  it  thus,  *'  IJfachar^ 
*"*  finding  that  his  lot  is  fallen 
**  in  a  fertile  land,  fhall  fiib- 
**  due  the  inhabitants  of  it, 
**  and  bring  them  under  tri- 
"  bute  ;"  but  the  firft  fenfe  is 
more  agreeable  to  the  original, 
and  verified  by  the  event ;  for 
that  tribe  had  one  of  the  richcft 
and  moil  fertile  fpot  in  all  the 
land  of  Canaan^  but  was  often 
infefted  and  fubjeded  by  ftran- 
gers,  efpecially  in  the  time  of 
the  judges  (2 So). 

(L)  The  \t^nD  na^r.ajh,  in 


«  Ibid.  16,  &  fcqq. 

the  original,  fignifies  a 
m  general ;  which  haviflg 
fuch  qualities  as  are  here 
fcribed,    the  Septua^nt  li 
tranflated  it  by  the  wonltf| 
raftes,  which  is  a  kind  of  fc* 
pent,  fo  called  from  its  Isnf 
two  flefhy  horns :  its  inftioft' 
to  hide  itfelf  in  the  &nd;  d 
by    faftening   on    the  hoA 
heel,  to  make  him  orertW 
his  rider  (281).    The //*_ 
think,  that  this  prophecjr* 
more     particularly   ful"* 
when    Samforty   who  was  » 
that  tribe,  fulled  ^low** 
large  buildiflg,  which  crtW 
him  and   the    FhiliJHntsJj' 
death   (282).     Odicrs,  W 
Jews  and  Chriftiaxs,  ftjP 
that  Jacob  defigncdto  inii** 
by    it,    that,    though  1^"* 
tribe  was  but  (mall,  he  kaviit 


m 


(280)  See  W.  il.  /.  4.5o,  C^  f^m,  (281)  FiJ,  B0cbtrt.  lio^ 

iii.  i.  coL  28.  (-.82^  I 'id.  ^^unfl,  in  ice.     billet,  c,  49, 


I) 
.u 


ni.        to  ibe  BabyloniQi  Capthity. 

iks  out  Into  an  ejaculation,  I  wait  for  thy  falvation^ 
Lord  (L). 

'  Gad,"  continued  he,  "  fhall  be  often  infefted  by  Gad. 
>ands  of  robbers  and  plunderers  ;  but  he  fhall  conquer 
hematlaft  r  (M). 

*^  Asher's 
*■  Gen.  xlix.  19. 


3" 


but  one  fon,  yet  it  fhould 
luce  one  of  the  moll  fa- 
Lsjudges  of  all  Ifrael  (283) . 
for  thofe  who  apply  this 
Dhecy  to  Antichrift,  as  if 
vas  to  come  out  of  that 
:  f  becaufe  he  is  omitted  in 
Apocalypfe,  in   the  lift  of 

tribes  that  were  fealed 
\)  ;  they  are  fcarce  worth 
futing,  fince  they  may  as 
I  fetch  him  out  of  that  of 
eon^  which  Mo/es  omits, 
;n  he  bleffes  the  reft  (285). 
ides,  ^^r^^  pronounces  the(c 
rds  as  a  bleffing,  not  as  a 
fe,  to  Dan^  whofe  tribe 
reover  was  difperfed,  if  not 
inguilhed,  a  thoufand  years 
3re  Antichrift  appeared  in 

world,  if  he  has  yet  at  all. 
L)  The  meaning  of  which 
ns  to  be  this,  that  whether 
pofterity  were  preferved  by 
r  valour  or  policy,  whe- 

they  owed  their  fuccefs  to 
drawn  fword  of  Judab^  or 
bidden  fnares  of  Darti  yet 
r  iafety  aild  happinefs  did 
fly  depend  odtli^  gracious 
i^xifes  of  God,  on  whom 
<iid  rely.  Others  think, 
^cver,  that  Jacob  foreieeing 
er  the  grievous  oppreffions 
^h  that  tribe  was  to  labour 


under,  as  it  a£lually  did  from 
the j^morites  (286),  from  wh  ich 
nothing  but  a  miracle  could 
fave  them,  or  their  defection 
from  the  true  worftiip  of  God, 
that  tribe  being  the  iirft  that 
fet  up  the  public  worftiip  of 
idols  (287],did  breathe  out  this 
Oiort  prayer  for  their  deliver- 
ance.    However,   it    is    not 
improbable,  that  Jacob  might 
have  a  much  higher  view  than 
any  of  thefe ;    and    that  his 
comparing  Daa  to  a    viper, 
might  bring  into  his  mind  that 
univerfal  falvationi,  which  was 
to  be  wrought  by  the  feed  of 
the   woman,    which    was   to 
bruife  the  ferpent*s  head,  and 
to  have  his  heel  bruifed  by 
it  (288). 

(M)  What  was  prophefied 
of  Gad,  was  likewife  exadlly 
verified.  His  lot  happened  on 
the  other  fide  Jordan,  where 
he  was  continually  expofed  to 
the  excurftons  of  the  plunder- 
ing Arabs  i  but,  by  the  conti- 
nual watchfulne(3  and  bravery 
of  that  tribe,  they  were  not 
only  prevented,  but  fometimes 
alfo  caught  and  plundered  in 
their  turn  by  the  Gadites.  So 
that  the  prophecy  feems  to  re- 
fer chiefly  to    the  continual 


^^3)  Cbald.  fartLpb.  Jun,  in  loc,  Calmet,  bjft.  0,  T.  (284)  Ver- 

^tmtr,   I,  (2^85)  Otut,  xxxiii.  ^286^  Jud,   i.  34.. 

^rcmel.  in,   loc,  C^^jJ   Ibid,  cap,  x?U.    &  xviii.  paffl 

^)  Gett,  Uu  15. 


Vou  III. 


confliiU 
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Afher.  "  Asher's  portion  (hall  make  him  happy;  it  M 

**  abound  with  excellent  corn  and  oil ;  the  bread  airi 
**  dainty  meats  that  £hall  be  made  of  them,  (hall  be  ft 
'^  foraki..g'stable(N)>". 

Naphtali.  ««  Naphtali  is  like  a  large  tree,  well-fpread,  of 
*'  having  grafts,  which  (hoot  out  pleafant  branches/*  Or, 
according  to  our  Englijh  verfion,  Naphtali^  like  a  hinJ 
newly  efcaped,  or  let  loofe,  (hall  excel  his  brethren  ifl 
fwiftnefs,  and  be  remarkable  for  the  fwectnefs  of  his  elo- 
quence ^(O). 

ThejI 


•  Ibid.  ver.  20. 

confllds  they  had  with  the  Ha- 
garmesy  that  is,  with  Nephijh, 
Jetur^  andNodat^  whomchey 
at  length  overcame,  and  took 
from  them  in  one  battle  &fty 
thoufand  camels,  two  hundred 
and  &fty  thoufand  (heep,  and 
an  hundred  thoufand  men  pri- 
foners  (286).  This  fenfc  is 
Jikewife  more  agreeable  to  the 
charadlcr  which  Mo/es  gives 
of  that  tribe,  who  compares 
it  to  a  lion  that  leapeth  upon 
his  prey  (287). 

(N)  The  bicfling  fpoken  to 
^^gr  is  capable  of  a  double 
fenie,  and  both  verified  by  the 
event ;  namely,  either  that  his 
country  fhould   be  the    moil; 
fertile,    and  produce  the  no- 
bleft  corn  in  the  whole  land  of 
Pa/ejiine,   which    it    adlually 
did  ;  or  elfe,    that    it  fhould 
abound   with  the    fineft   and 
moil   delicious  oil,   fit  to  be 
mixed  in  all  kinds  of  paflry- 
work,    which  his  portion  wa^ 
alfo  remarkable  for,  infomuch 
that  its  oil  was  the  moft  famed 
of  all  Canann^s,   as  we  have 
fhcwn  elfewhere  f ;  for  which. 


IQ 


*  Ibid.  vor.  21. 

reafon  we  have  cho(entow«i 
it  in  fuch  terms  as  (hoaldei* 
prefs  the  two  exccllcnde  i 
that  noble  foil,  rather  thviv 
confine  the  fenfe  to  eidierpf: 
ticular :  though  Mo/ei,  in 
bleffing  of  that   tribe, 
to  intimate  the  latter,  wi 
he  fays,  that  Jj^er  fhould 
his  foot  in  oil  (288). 

(O)  We  have  alfo  rival 
prophecy  in  both  tie  ft 
which  the  original  willW 
but  as  that  which  our  £^0 
verfion  gives  us,  is  fbrnefW 
uncouth  and  unintelligihl^^  ^ 
have  endeavoured  to 
plainer.    Though  that 
be  the  mod  generally 
both  by  antient  and 
expofitors ;  and  the  firl 
applied  to  Bariuh^sovacsA 
Si/era,  and  the  lattcr,^ttj 
fweet    words  which  M^^ 
and  he  j(ang  in  the  nohte  jiff^ 
tide  which  was  made «  w^lfW 


of 


1 

k 

fr 


occafion  (289) ;  yet  ^^^ 
obferved,  that  7*^**^ 
iings  havea  moregeiiertl"W 
we  prefer  the  firft  re**J, 
which  compares  him  to  tfw* 


m 


(286)   I  Chro».    V.    19 21.  yid.  Munji.  Mercer.  Vittit.'}^  ^^  I  %\ 

(287)  Devt.  xxxiii.  22,  (^  feqq,  f  See  vol,  ii.  f,  456,  9  f^  ^^K^ 

iiSB)  Deut.  ubi  Jup.  v:rj,  24.  (289)  Judg^  *.  ir.  d*7.  f^tft*    ^, 

I  V** 
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These  four  laft  were  the  fons  of  the  two  handniaids, 
from  whom  he  pafies  with  a  feeming  joy  to  thofe  of  his 
beloved  Rachel ;  and  Jofeph^  whofe  turn  came  next, 
heard  his  bleffing  pronounced  in  the  moft  pompous  and 
endearing  terms. 

Joseph,  faid  the  good  old  father,  fliall  increafe  daily  Jofeph, 
mare  and  more,  as  his  name  doth  emphatically  imply. 
His  beauty  attrafled  the  eyes  of  the  fair  fex,  the  damfels 
ran  upon  the  walls  to  fee  him  (P).  Or,  according  to  our 
verfion,  he  (hall  multiply  like  a  fruitful  bough  planted 
by  a  well-fide,  whofe  branches  run  up  and  fpread  againft 
the  wall.  Men  armed  with  the  poifoned  darts  of  rancour 
and  envy,  meaning  his  brethren^  have  caufed  him  a  world 
of  woe ;  his  ruin  would  have  been  unavoidable,  had  not 
the  Almighty,  in  whom  he  trufted,  proved  his  ftrong 
ihield  and  defence,  broken  his  bonds  from  off  his  arms 
(Q.)>  ^^^  brought  him  out  of  prifon,  to  be  a  father  and 

proteftor 

fpread  oak;  which  is  agreeable  to  derive  the  word  from  "^iO 

to  the  original,  and  more  ex  paar^  to  make,  or   be,  beau- 

a^ly  verified   by   the  event ;  tiful,  the  n  being  quiefcent  in 

for  no  tribe  multiplied  fo  won-  boleiniy    as   the    grammarians 

dcrfully  as  this  of  Napbtali,  fpeak  ;    and  then  the  literal 

who  had  but  four  fons  when  fenfe  will  be,  Jofeph  is  a  fan 

he  came  into  £0// ;  yet  could  of  beauty  \  the  aaughters  ran 

mailer  up  more    than    fifty-  upon  the  walls  to  fee  him  :  and 

three  thoufand  men,  fit  to  bear  this  reading   has  by   far  the 

arms  (290)  when  they  came  mofl  votes, 

out  of  it ;  /.  e,  in  lefs   than  (Q)  Our    Englifh    verfion, 

220  years.     The  reader  may  and  Tome  others,   render  this 

fee  our  verfion  proved  by  fomc  verfe  thus  ;  but  his  boiv  abode 

learned   men  (291),  which  is  in  fir  engtb^  and  the  arms  of  his 

^reeablc   to    the   SeptuagifU^  hands  'were  made  ftrong :  but 

Qhaldety  and  Arabic  verfioxis.  this  interpretation  is  fomething 

(P)    The  original  has    D  forced.     The  literal  fenfe  runs 

Vr\^  hen  porath  \  which  if  de-  thus;  but   he  continued  in  tht 

rived  from  the  root  rr^a  para^  firengthof  his  bow  ;  and  thf 

he  has  frudtified,  as  fome  do,  hands  of  his  arms  [not  ^ueapons ^ 

the  fenfe  will  be,  Jcfeph  is  a  but  the  arms  of  his  body)  in9'» 

fruitful  fon  ;  and  then  the  word  japhufu,  were  (not  ftrengthen- 

niD^  banoth  (daughters)  muft  ed,  as  ic  is  there  rendered,  but, 

be   underflood  figuratively  of  according  to  the  literal   He* 

the  branches  that  run  along  brew  J     broken,      fcattered  ; 

the  wall ;  but  we  rather  chufe  which  therefore  may  be  more 

(290)  Numh.  i.  43.  (291)  Bocbart,  bigroz,     LeSeen,  ejfay  on  a 

new  tranjlat,  ^  aU 

Y  X  applicable 
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proteflor  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael ;  for  this  the  Lord,  evei 
the  God  of  thy  father,  mall  blefs  thee  with  the  dew  i 
heaven,  and  with  the  fatnefs  of  the  earth,  with  tfaefidt 
of  the  womb,  a  numerous  pofterity,  and  the  fruit  of  die 
bread:,  and  plenty  of  all  forts  of  cattle.     May  all  ttf 
blei&ngs  promifed  to  me,and  to  my  forefathers,  be  doiiUeit 
upon  joJe^h*s  head,  even  upon   his  crowned  head  (R)f 
may  they  out-top  and  out-ftretch  the  everlafting  moun- 
tains, and  prove  to  him  more  fruitful  and  Ming  thao 
they  » ! 
Benjamin.     Benjamin,  the  laft  of  all  Jacoh*s  fons,  who  had  been  lb 
great  a  favourite  of  his  father,  did  probably  expeS  a  fuitim  j 
bleffing  from  him ;  but  whether  it  were  that  jacohkiM\ 
no  extraordinary  merit  or  happinefs  attending  histrk'l 
or  that  its  being  afterwards  blended  with  that  of  Jsii^' 
would  make  it  (hare  in  all  its  bleflings,  he  contents!  Iiii| 
felf  with  defcribing  him  by  his  fierce  and  warlike  SSfm\ 
tion,  who,  wolf-Iike,  fhould  (bed  the  blood  of  his  m\ 
mies,  and  in  the  evening  divide  their  fpoil  (S). 


M 


■  Gen.  xlix.  ver.  22,  &  fcq. 


applicable  to  his  fetters,  in 
which  fenfe  the  Septuagint^ 
Vulgate^  Cbaldety  &c.  have 
taken  it. 

(R)  We  have  here  likewifc 
ventured  to  depart  from  the 
Englijh  veriion,  which  renders 
the  words  tm^l  -^nj  na%ir 
achaiify  him  that  nuas  feparate 
from  his  brothers  :  for  though 
the  verb  "^TD  nazMr  iigniiies  to 
feparate,  whence  the  word 
Naxflrite  comes;  and  Jofeph 
was  really  Separated  from  his 
brethren  when  he  was  fold  in- 
to Egypt ;  yet  it  is  not  pro- 
bable, that  Jacob  would  have 
couched  fo  barbarous  and  un- 
natural an  adtion  in  fuch  foft 
terms,  when  the  original  a- 
bounds  with  more  expreilive : 
beiides,  Na:^r  doth  rather 
iignify  a  feparating  upon  a  re- 


m 


f 


ligious  account :  it  is  t 
more  probable,  diat  k 
the  word  naKir^  whicb  _ 
lies  crofwnedy  In  alluiion  t0w 
fuperintendents  of  theki|^ 
houfhold,    in  all  the  dki 
empires,  who  were  cilU4| 
jciVj,  and  probably  wore  W 
kind  of  diadem  aboittf 
heads,  by  way  of  d 
and  grandeur   (293).    -^ 
fenfe  will  be  more  V**|5-| 
like  wife  to    the  folcfliilK*^ 
pompous  llyle,  whidi  iMj 
triarch  u(es  throtighodtilr 
fiph\  bleffing. 

(S)  The  warlike  and » 
tameable    difpofidon  of* 
tribe  ivas  fuffidcndyi** 
afberwards  in  manyisM   ^ 
but  more  particularly  d*  J  ^ 
following  ones ;  nameljr,  I*   J' 
by  the  fierce  battles  wkw*? 


1^ 


%. 


(193)  Vid.  Ctttmtt  btji.  OliTefi.  in  lee.  Gf  ma,  th  a  out,       ||f 
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thus  pronounced  his  prophetical  bleffing  to  every  tribe,  he 
reminded  them,  efpecialJy  Jofeph^  that  they  fhould  bury 
him  with  his  anceftors  in  the  cave  of  Machpelah  5  and 
they  having  renewed  their  promife  to  him,  he  laid  him- 
felf  again  in  his  bed,  and  foon  after  expired  ^,  being  147 
years  of  age,  feventeen  of  which  he  fpent  in  Egypt',  in 
the  land  of  Gojhen  (T). 

Here 
"^  Gen  xlix.  p.  tot. 


3^5 


fought  againft  the  united  force 
of  all  the  other  tribes,  though 
for  a  very  bad  caufe,  the  Le- 
v/V^'sabufed  concubine  (294), 
wherein  they  came  off  con- 
'     querors  twice,  tho'  vaftly   in- 
•i.    ferior  in  numbers  (295)  ;  and 
3    fecondly,  by  the  war,  which 
I    the  houfe  of  Saul^  who  was 
of  that  tribe,  had  with  Dwvid 
and  the  houfe  oi  Judaby  for 
the  kingdom  (296) ;  on  which 
account  they  are  defcribed  in 
Scripture,  as  the  iierceft  war- 
riors, and  experteft  archers  in 
J/raeL 

(T)  Befides  thefe  prophecies 
of  Jacoby   which    Mo/es    has 
preferved  to   us,  and    which 
have  been  fufficiently,  verified 
by  their  events,  the  Jewus  at- 
tribute fome  other  works  to 
him,  fuch  as  the  treatife,  in- 
titled,  The  ladder  to  heaven ; 
in  which  there  is  an  explana- 
tion of  that  which  he  faw  in 
a  dream  at  Bethel  \  and  which 
the  Ebtonites  adopted  as  ca- 
nonical \  and  a  teflament  called 
by  his  name,  The  Teftament  of 
Jacob,  reckoned  by  pope  Ge- 
lafiui  among  the    Apocrypha, 
The    Jenus    do   likewife  ufe 
fome     prayers    every    night, 
which  they  pretend  to  have 


been  compofed  by  him  :  they 
affirm,  that  he  wrote  the  14 
gradual  pfalms,and  fome  others, 
whilft  he  lived  with  Lalan  i 
all  which  are  only  fit  for  a 
Jewuijh  creed.  However,  as 
to  the  great  praifes  which  they 
give  him,  no  one  can  blame 
them  for  it;  all  which  the 
author  of  Ecclejiajiicus  has 
fummed  up  in  few  words  (i)  ; 
but  Eufebius  gives  us  a  much 
larger  account  of  him  from 
profane  authors,  particularly 
from  Demetriusy  who  took  it 
from  the  annals  of  Alex.  Poly- 
hiftor  (2). 

The  Mohammedans  allow 
him  to  have  been  not  only  a 
prophet,  but  alfo  the  father  of 
all  the  prophets,  who  were  all 
defcended  from  him,  except 
Johy  JethrOy  and  Mohammed. 
They  likewife  believe,  that 
the  royal  dignity  did  not  de- 
part from  his  pofterity  till  the 
times  of  John  the  Baptift  and 
Jesus  Christ  ;  and  that  the 
twelve  tribes  of  the  Je^s  did 
fpring  from  him,  as  their  own 
twelve  tribes  did  fpring  from 
IJhmaeL  Jacob  gave  name 
to  two  places,  vix,  the  well 
and  the  ford  of  Jacob :  the 
former  was  ilill  known  by  that 


^^94)  J^dg,  xix.  p.  tot,  (295)  Ibid.  c.  XX.  (296)  1  S^. 

fajf,  (i)  Cb,  xliv.  verf.  ult,  (a)  Prap.  tvar.g,  I,  ix.  f.  21. 

See  alfo  Sbuckftrd  conn,  veL'u,  book  viup.  190. 
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Year  of       Here  Jofeph^  who  had  hitherto  fupprefled  hisgric^  b- 

ilood  659.  gan  to  give  it  full  vent ;  he  fell  upon  his  dead  father,  batW 

Bef.   Chr.his  face  with  his  tears,  and  cxprefled  all  the  filial  (otm 

1689.    that  fuch  a  lofs  could  infpire  ;  at  length,  remcmbring^iii 

Vi/'V^^  dying  charge,  he  went  to  get  his  body  embalmed,  mu 

make  all  other  preparations  for  his  funeral.  Th^  E^fitiiit^ 

on  their  part,  mourned  for  him  as  long  as  the  dajBif 

his  embalming  lafted,  vi%,  fcventy  daysj  the  cereiii(»f 

of  which  was  performed  in  the  manner  we  have  dcfcriW 

in  a  former  chapter  x. 

His  being  in  deep  mourning  making  him  unfit  toy 
pear  at  court,  he  begged  fome  of  Pharaoh'%  officeni 
acquaint  him  with  his  father's  death,  and  witb  bisil 
commands ;  who  made  no  difficulty  to  grant  his  favount^ 
juft  requeft,  and  ordered  moreover  the  chief  officer^;! 
his  houifaold,  and  the  grandees  of  the  kingdom,  tai 
company  the  funeral  pomp.  All  Jacob's  family  like* 
attended  it,  none  flaying  behind  but  their  wives  andl , 
ones.  The  cavalcade  confifled  of  a  great  nuniber  of  d^»j 
riots,  and  a  vafl  multitude  of  men  on  borfeback.  As 
as  they  had  crofTed  the  river  Jordan^  and  wtrre  tn 
into  the  land  of  Canaan^  they  made  a  halt  of  fcvcnifl| 
at  the  threfhing- floor  of  Jtady  and  there  performed  a fr 
neral  ceremony,  which  made  the  Canaanites  call  the  pb* 
•  Jbel  Mizraim^  or  the  mourning  of  the  Egyptians*  Tiff  I  ij, 
then  continued  their  march  till  they  arrived  2ii Machfimy^^ 
where  IfraePs  fons  depofited  him  in  the  cave,  and  ^hmbc 
returned  to  Egypt  with  the  refl  of  their  company '»  '|fcries 
was  then  that  Jofeph^s  brethren,  fearing  his  refentmaj 
fent  an  humble  mefTage  to  him,  to  acquaint  him,  tW 
was  their  father's  earnefl  requefl  to  him,  that  b^^ 
forget  all  part  injuries,  and  take  them  ftill  under  tejj 
te<aion  :  the  refult  of  which  was,  that  Jofeph^  whoOP 
not  refrain  his  tears,  whilfl  the  mefTenger  was  acquaioa( 
him  with  the  concern  and  dread  his  brethren  wereifl,"* 
immediately  for  them,  and  received  them  with  the »• 


w 


^  Vol.  1.  p.  489,  &  feqq. 

namein  our  Saviour's  time; 
and  we  read  of  a  famous  church 
formerly  built  there,  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs,  and  dedicated 
to  St.  John  the  Baptifl  ^  and 
that  the  well  was  jufl  before 
the  rails  of  the  communion- 


y  Gen.  1. 14,  &  6^' 


table,  to  which  fick 
fortcd  in  great  numbers,* 
drink  fome  of  its  water* 
the  recovery  q(  their  b* 
As  for  the  ford,  the  fitnat* 
is  too  uncertain  for  osW>| 
mort  about  it. 

afieaiofi 


lb! 
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afFeftion  as  when  Jacob  was  alive  j  cxcufed  and  comforted 
them,  and  gave  tnem  fuch  frefli  affurances  of  his  future 
love  and  proteftion,  that  they  went  joyfully  home  to  their 
families,  though  probably  very  much  amazed  at  the  grcat- 
titk  of  his  foul,  a  virtue  to  which  they  feem  to  have 
been  utter  Arrangers. 

He  outlived  his  father  about  fixty  years  ;  and  when  he  Vear  of 
found  his  death  approaching,  fcnt  for  his  brethren,  and  flood  7 '3, 
told  them,  with  the  fame  prophetic  fpirit  that  Jacob  had^cf  Chr. 
done  before,  that  God  would,  according  to  his  promifc, '^35- 
"bring  their  pofterity  out  of  Egypt  into  the  land  of  Canaan:  ^^>^V*^ 
he  charged  them  therefore  not  to  bury  him  there,  but  to 
^ay  his  body  in  a  coflBn,  to  depofit  it  in  fonie  fecure  place, 
and  to  carry  it  away  with  them,  and  bury  it  in  the  fpot  of 

f  round  which  Jacob  had  given  to  him  by  his  laft  will. 
Ic  gave  up  the  ghoft  foon  after  ^,  and  his  brethren  took 
care  to  fulfil  his  laft  requeft,  having  firft  caufed  his  body 
to  hi  embalmed,  after  the  manner  of  the  Egyptians. 
The  fequel  of  the  ftory  fhews  how  punfiually  their  po- 
fterity fulfilled  the  latter  part  of  his  will,  taking  his  body 
tvith  them,  and  burying  it  in  the  place  which  he  had  ap« 
"pointed  (X),     He  was  no  years  old,  when  he  died,  an 

age 
2  Ibid,  ad  fift. 

(X)  TheTa/mudiflst  and  other  fluffed  with  many  fabulous  cir- 

rabbies,  have  added   a   great  cumflances,    and   which     the 

number  of  ^bulous  and  abfurd  eallern  people  have  ftill  more 

llories  to  this  great  patriarch's  enlarged    upon  {310).     The 

life,  which  we  fhall  not  trou-  Mohammedans  pretend  to  h^ve 

ble  our  readers  with  j  but  only  feveral   books  of  his  amours 

add,    upon    the  teflimony   of  with       Xeleikah  ^    Fharaoh^ 

St.  Jerom  ( 308 ) ,  that  the Ifrael-  daughter,  his  mafter  Potiphar*s 

ites  raifed  a  mod  noble  monu-  Wife,  which  they  make  ufe  df 

nxcnt     to   Jofephi*^    memory,  to  kindle  the  love  of  God  in 

which  was  flill  to  be  feen  in  his  their  hearts,  it  being  among 

days.     It  flood  in  Shechem,   in  them,  what  the  Canticles  are 

the  field  which  Jacob  bought  with  the  Jenvs  and  Chrijtians, 

of  Hamovy   and  which  he  af-  that  is,  an  allegory  of  the  love 

terwards    gave    to    him  ;    in  of  God,  and  a  pious  foul.  As 

which  Jofeph  was  aftually  bu-  for  Mohammed's  hiftory,  tho' 

ried  (309).  it  differs  much  from  that  of 

Mohammedy  in  his ATor/iff,  Sa-  Mcfes,  yet  the  reader  may  not 

rat  xW.  gives  us   a  long  hi-  think  it  amifs  to  have  a  iketch 

flory  of  jofeph^  which  he  has  of  it.    It  is  to  this  purpofe : 

(306)  Hier»n.  qu.  Heir,  in  Genef,  (309)  Jojh,  30tiv.  32.      (310)  J^id, 

Maract  notes  tn  the  Attoran,  HerbtK  diCtion*  tn  tbt  word  Joufmpb, 

Y  4  Jofepb, 
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age  which  came  very  fbort  of  that  of  his  ancefh 
might  probably  be  owing  to  bis  being  forced  co  a  < 


yo/efi^(ui)  having  acquaint- 
ed his  father  with  his  dream^ 
of  the  fun,  moon»  and  twelve 
ilars  falling  down  before  him, 
Jacoi  forbid  him  to  tell  it  to 
his  brethren,  left  the  devil 
0u>uld  put  it  into  their  heads 
to  conipire  againft  hini»  add- 
ing»  that  Jo/efh  would  be  the 
chofen  one  of  God,  i^fc.  but 
his  brethren  feeing  that  he 
was  better  beloved  than  they, 
refolved  to  murder  him  ;  to 
which  end  they  perfuaded  their 
father  to  fend  him  into  the 
fields  with  them,  under  pre- 
tence that  it  would  be  a  diver- 
fiOQ  to  him,  promiiing  at  the 
iame  time^  that  they  would 
\take  great  care  of  him*  7^- 
€ob  anfwered,  that  he  was 
afraid  left  they  ihould  be  care- 
le(s  of  him :  to  which  they  re- 
.  plied.  Are  you  afraid  the  wolves 
ihould  come  and  eat  him  in  our 
prefence ;  or  that  we  (hall  not 
have  ftrength  enough  to  de* 
fend  him  ?  The  father  being 
thus  prevailed  upon,  they  took 
him  next  morning  abng  with 
them,  and  Hung  him  into  a 
well :  they  came  home  that 
fame  night,  and  told  him,  that 
whilft  they  were  playing  and 
running  a  race,  and  Jo/epb  was 
watching  over  their  garments, 
a  wolf  had  come  and  devoured 
him  ;  and,  finding  that  Jacob 
was  hard  to  credit  their  ftory, 
they  fhewed  him  Jo/eph*s 
bloody  (hirt :  upon  which  Ja- 
cob tpld  them,  that  they  had 
done  the  deed,  and  would  cer- 


tainly anfwer  for  it  bef 
after  which  he  endefn 
bear  his  lofs  patiently 
A  caravan,which  c 
go  by  that  very  day,  a 
ed  water,  let  down  tl 
ket  into  the  well }  slb 
laying  hold  on  it,  vt* 
out :  they  cloathed  hi 
with,  and  carried  1 
Egypt^  where  they  f 
for  a  little  ready  moQ 
perfon  who  bought  h 
him  in  charge  co  his  \ 
ing  her,  that  he  w 
day  prove  ufefuU  an 
ftead  of  a  fon  to  th 
that  time  he  had  atta 
twentieth  year  of  hia 
miftrefs  leleikab  heck 
ceflively  in  love  with ', 
(he  fhut  him  up  on 
her  chamber,  and  de( 
paffion  to  him :  Jo/eph 
her  for  it,  and  ran  to 
door;  but  before  he  a 
it,  ihe  caught  hold  on 
and  tore  it  off  his  b 
hufband  happened  U 
hind  the  door,  and 
fooner  faw  him,  bal 
gan  to  make  a  loud  c 
of  an  attempt  made  1 
againft  her  chaftity,  v 
therefore  defused  to  bt 
punifhed,  appealing  ti 
that  was  there  in  its  c 
the  truth  of  what  ihe 
child  readily  anfwem 
the  fhirt  was  torn  b< 
was  guilt}',  and  fhe  ii 
but  if  it  was  torn  bei 
was  innocent,  and  fhe 


(5x1]  Bibliit,  orient,  Joufofipb  benjacuk^ 
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F  living  from  theirs,  having  continued  80  years  in 
•  nacle  of  grandeur,  to  which  Pharaoh^  or  rather 
tat  wifdom  and  merit,  had  raifed  him.  However, 
d  the  pleafure  to  fee  of  his  offspring  to  the  third 
ation  ;  which  none  of  his  fathers  did,  viz,  Shuiitlah 
"acharty  the  fons  of  Ephralm^  and  Hadan  the  fon  of 
dah  i  as  likewife  Machir  the  fon  of  Manajfeh^  and 


329 


alfly.  The  iliirt,  upon 
lation,  proving  to  be  rent 
,  acquitted  Jofeph^  and 
;red  the  ill  intention  of 
ftrefs. 

I  whole  city  was  foon 
v\t\i  the  noiie  of  this  ad- 
* ;  and  Zeleikahy  being 
ed,  that  the  ladies  fpoke 
luch  to  her  difadvantage, 
rd  to  invite  them  to  a 
and,  whilft  they  were 
,  to  introduce  Jofepb  to 
She  did  (o^  and  he  no 
appeared,  bat  his  beau- 
bnifhed  them  beyond 
*e ;  infomuch  that,  not 
ng  any  longer  what  they 
ley  cut  their  fingers  in- 
)f  their  meat,  and  whi- 
to  one  another,  that  he 
le  an  angel,  and  no  man ! 
s  means  ihe  put  a  iiop  to 
efIe£lions ;  but  it  was  not 
sfore  (he  made  another 
t  her  iervant,  though 
s  little  fuccefs ;  which  fb 
d  her,  that  ihe  got  him 
to  prifon,  where  he  ex- 
id  the  butler  and  the 
s  dream.  Here  he  con- 
confined  nine  whole 
after  which  he  was  fetch- 
to  interpret  Fharaoh\ 
which  he  did  fo  much 
(atisfa^tion,  that  he  was 
uperintendent  of  all  his 
rs. 


Mohammed  goes  on  after- 
wards with  the  (lory  of  his  bre- 
thren coming  to  buy  com,fcfr. 
which  he  hath  no  lefs  embel- 
li(hed  with  fables  after  his  man- 
ner. We  (hall  fay  nothing  of 
them,  and  only  add  what  Ebn 
Batricky  othcrwife  called  Eutj- 
cbiuSf  patriarch  of  Alexandria 
writes  of  him,  i/iss.  that  he 
married  Jtcimahy  the  daughter 
of  the  Kaben  of  Aen  Sbem,  that 
is,  the  priejiy  or  diviner  of  the 
fountain  of  the  [tm^  which  was 
the  name  of  the  city  of  0/y, 
called  alfo  by  the  Greeks ^  He- 
liopoHs,  He*  aflTures  us  like- 
wi(c,  that  the  NilometeryVfYiich 
is  in  the  city  of  Memphis ^  the 
defcription  of  which  has  been 
given  in  a  former*  chapter  ( i ), 
t^c.  and  the  canal  in  the  city 
of  Cairoy  for  the  difcharge  of 
the  waters  of  that  river,  were 
Jofeph\  own  works.  In  a 
word,  they  attribute  to  him 
all  the  curious  wells,  ciftems, 
aquedudls,  and  public  grana- 
ries, as  well  as  fome  obehfk% 
pyramids,  and  other  antienc 
monuments,  all  which  are  ilill 
called  by  his  name ;  and  pre- 
tend, that  he  had  fomething 
ihining  like  a  (lar  upon  one  of 
his  (houlders,  which  was  an 
indcleble  charaftcr  of  the  gift 
of  prophecy,  and  a  fure  token 
of  his  future  grandeur  (2). 


'*/.  i.  f,  414,  £f  //fy.  (a)  D'lUrhelot  biblUth.  ♦r.  ubi  fuf* 


GiUad^ 
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,Gil£ad^  Machirh  fon.  Thefc  five  are  thofe  whom  the 
Septuagint  verfion  adds  to  the  number  of  the  fcvcnty  that 
came  down  into  Egypt^  though  'tis  plain  they  were  not 
born  till  fome  time  after,  as  we  have  lately  (hewn. 

How  the  I/raelites^  after  the  death  of  their  ereat  pa- 
tron and  proteAor,  became  by  degrees  as  dreaaful  and 
odious  to  the  Egyptians,   as  they  grew  numerous  and 
powerful,  till  they  were  at  length  brought  under  moft 
cruel  flavery,  will  be  feen  in  the  next  (edion.     In  the 
mean  time  we  hope  our  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed,  if 
we  make  a  fhort  retrofpedtion  to  their  forefathers^  and 
add  fome  few  obfervations  on  the  fimplicity  of  their  IC' 
ligion,  and  manner  of  living,  which  were  neither  b  ob- 
vious, nor  could  be  interfperfed  in  their  hiftory,  witboit 
too  frequently  interrupting  the.  thread  of  it.     Sure  it  is, 
that  if  we  examine  them  impartially,  compare  them  with 
thofe  of  the  moft  polite  and  celebrated  nations  of  antiquiqr, 
Simplicity  fuch  as  were  the  Egyptians,  Greeks,  Ramans^  and  many 
cf  life  of  others,  and  make  a  candid  aUowance  for  the  diftaoces  of 
™*'^/^"time,  place,  and  other  obvious  circumilances^  they  wHl 
trtarcbs,    appe^ir  ^q  be  the  moft  natural  and  perfect  pattern  of  civil 
fociety,  and  of  an  happy  life.     If  therefore  their  pc^erity, 
after  they  became  poftefTors  of  the  promifed  land,  didib 
Urangely  deviate  from  them,  it  can  be  attributed  to  no- 
thing but  to  that  unavoidable  degeneracy  which  their  long 
and  horrid  thraldom  had  caufcd  in  them,  and  which  took 
fuch  deep  root,  that  neither  their  forty  years  wandering  in 
the  wildernefs,  nor  the  wholfome  laws  which  Providence 
had  calculated  for  their  welfare,  nor  the  example  of  ihdr 
forefathers,  which  Mofes  had  fet  before  them  in  fu'^bjivdy 
colours,  nor,  laftly,  all  the  heavy  judgments  which  their 
invincible  obftinacy  brought  upon  them,  could  effeduall; 
cure. 

It  muft  be  owned,  however,  that,  unlefs  we  can  diveJ 
ourfelves  of  that  partial  fondnefs  which  w.e  have  for  d>e 
cuftoms  of  our  own  times  and  country,  •we  (hall  be  apt  tt 
condemn,  not  only  thofe  of  the  antient  patriarchs,  and 
of  the  many  nations  who  have  clofely  followed  them,  but 
likewife  all  thofe  who  have  commended  them  for  it :  thit 
part  of  their  religion,  which  confifted  in  the  butchering  of 
a  number  of  living  creatures  ;  their  plainnefs  and  fimpli- 
city ;  their  wandering  and  laborious  life  ;  their  feeming 
contempt  of  arts  and  fciences ;  their  real  one  .of  cafe, 
luxury,  and  high  titles ;  all  thefe,  and  many  more,  will 
be  apt  to  be  cenfured  by  the  lump,  and  every  deviation 

from 
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from  them  will  be  looked  upon  as  an  improvement  in  fo- 
ciety,  and  a  refinement  on  their  dull  infipid  taftc.  But  it 
is  not  to  fucH  partial  judges  that  we  appeal,  for  the  juft- 
ncfs  of  thefe  remarks,  but  to  the  more  thinking  and  un- 
prejudiced fort,  whofe  judgment  is  not  warped  by  emula- 
tion, cuftom,  and  example. 

And  here  we  need  remount  no  higher  than  where  we  Abrabam 
began  our  hiftory,  that  is,  to  Abraham,    He  had  convcrfcd /f^r»x // 
with  fome  of  the  antediluvian  patriarchs,  and  was  vitWfromtbt 
acquainted  with  their  way  of  living  5  or  rather,  he  had  antedilu- 
bcen  educated  in  it,  and  was  fo  great  an  admirer  of  it,vians, 
that  he  preferred  it   to  that  of   thofe  nations  he   lived 
amongft,  and  brought  up  his  children  in  the  fame  way, 
Por  here  we  muft  remember,  that  in  thofe  days  every  y;^^^y  ^.^ 
family  did,  as  it  were,  compofe  a  kingdom  or  free  ftate,^^^^^^ 
of  which  the  chief  was,  in  all  refpeits,  if  we  except  the 
name  and  ceremony^  fupreme  and  abfolute  monarch ;  and, 
as  fuch,  made  cither  war  or  peace,  and  alliances  offenfive 
or  defenfive,  With  his  neighbouring  kings,  as  he  thought 
fit  a :  if  there  was  any  difference  between  them,  it  was 
only  this,  that  the  latter   began  betimes  to  live  in  walled 
and  fortified  towns ;  whereas  the  former  chofe  to  live 
more  at  large,  and  after  the  primitive  way.     In  other 
rcfpefls,  it  is  plain,  they  were  inferior  to  none  of  the  co- 
temporary  princes,  though  they  defpifed  thofe  pompous 
titles,    and  other  marks  of  royal  grandeur,  which  their 
neighbours  fo  much  affefted. 

Their  riches  confiding  chiefly  in  a  prodigious  quantity  P^/^tfrtf/ 
of  cattle^,  fuchasflieep,  oxen,  camels,  and aiTes  (horfes/^. 
we  read  not  of),  they  were   obliged  to  have  a  propor- 
tionable number  of  fervants  and  flaves  to  look  aftdr  them. 
Accordingly  W6  fuoA^  that  Abraham  was  able  to  arm  up-  Number  of 
wards  of  three  hundred  of  his  men-fervants  to  Lot^s  refcue,  femjanu 
befides  thofe  he  left  bdiind  to  guard  his  fubdance,  and  his  and  cattle. 
old  men,   wometi)  and  children  c.     As  for  gold,  filver. 
Jewels,  and  fuch-like  valuable  things,  we  do  not  find,  that 
he  was  poffeffed  of  any  till  after  his  return  from  Egypt^ 
where  Pharaoh  had  heaped  thofe  rich  prefents  on  him  5. 
though  they  might  probably  barter  fome  of  the  wool  of 
their  flocks  for  bullion,  which  was  already  current  in  thofe 
days  5  but  neither  did  this,  nor  his  other  kinds  of  riches, 
exempt  him  or  his  pofterity  from  a  laborious  life ;  to  which 
their  choofmg  to  live  in  tents,  for  the  benefit  of  often 

•  Gen.  xiv.  1 3,  ibid.  xxvi.  26,  &  fcq.  ^  Gen.  xiii.  6. 

Sc  feq'.  ibid,  xxxii.  t6,  &  feq.        «  Gen.  xiv.  14,  &c. 

fhifting. 
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ihifting  their  habitations  for  the  fake  of  their  numerous 
herds,   unavoidably  obliged  them.     To  this  paftoral  life 
they  likewife  joined  agriculture,  as  often  as  the  fruitful-, 
nefs  of  the  country,  the  time  of  their  fojourning  in  it, 
and  other  concurring  circumflances,  permitted  (A).  And, 
how  diftafteful  foever  this  primitive  fimplicity  may  appear 
Jmitatid    to  our  prefent  age,  yet  Homer  ^  will  tell  us  how  much  and 
i^HomerVhow  long  it  was  imitated  by  the  Greeks^  whofc  politeneb 
btroes.       is  to  this  day  fo  admired  ;  infomuch  that  the  chief  em- 
ployment of  the  feven  fons  of  Eetioriy  king  of  the  5/W- 
liansy  was  the  keeping  of  their  father's  flocks  s :  and  we 
find  that  kind  of  life  extolled,  not  only  in  Sicilj  and 
Greece^  but  likewife  in  Syria^  and  other  countries,  above 
1500  years  after  Abraham y  in  fome  of  the  mofl  beautiful 
paflorals  of  antiquity. 

This  laborious  life  feldom  failed  to  keep  both  men  and 
women  in  a  good  flate  of  health  ;  and  as  they  never  want- 
ed a  good  appetite,  nor  a  good  digeftion,  fo  thev  were  the 
more  fimple  in  their  way  of  living :  the  milk  of  their 
kine,  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  were  their  common  diet  \  i 
kid,  a  fatted  calf,  or  a  di(h  of  venifon,  were  reckoned  a  rich 
feaft ;  and  one  would  think,  that  Homer  had  drawn  die 
pidtures  of  his  heroes  in  his  Odyjfeisy  after  that  of  the  pa- 


^  Homer.  Iliad.  A. 

(A)  Thus  we  find  ^^7r  row- 
ing his  land  in  the  country  of 
Gerar,  where  the  fituatien,and 
the  king's  friendfhip,  invited 
him  to  make  a  confiderable 
ilay  '^3)  ;  but  it  is  plain,  they 
always  gave  the  preference  to 
the  former,  whenever  the  two 
kinds  proved  incompatible  ; 
and  how  laborious  that  was  in 
thofe  hot  countries  where  water 
was  fcarce,  and  where  it  rains 
fo  feldom,  may  be  gathered 
from  the  complaint  which  j^a- 
cob  made  to  his  father-in-law 
{4).  Nor  were  the  fair  fex 
exempt  from  bearing  their 
(hare  in  it :  and  though  Jbra- 
hanC%  poftcrtty  doth  not  afford 

• 

(5)  C/».  xxvj.  II,  12,  Gf/<^f. 


«  Idem,  Iliad.  S. 

us  any  inftance  of  it  in  his 
own  femily,  where  we  meet 
but  with  one  female ;  v/z. 
Dinahy  Jacobus  daughter,  and 
fhe  only  mentioned  for  her 
fatal  curiofity;  yet  if  we  look 
back  into  thofe  of  his  kin- 
dred, whom  he  left  in  jP«i»- 
baran^  we  fhall  find,  tkit 
neither  thdr  birth,  youth, « 
beauty,  exempted  them  tai 
going  to  the  well  with  dieir 
pitchers,  and  watering  their 
flocks,  at  proper  feafons.  Thii 
we  find  to  have  been  the  cde 
of  Rebecca^  Rachel^  and  otkcr 
hit  damfels  of  that  countrj, 
and  ofjetbro^s  daughters  foinc 
hundred  years  after  them. 

(4)  Gen.  xxxi. 40,  fif/f» 


triarchsi 
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triarchs ;  fo  far  was  he  from  thinking  fuch  a  life  unwor- 
thy  of  the  greateft  men  (B). 

This  laborious  life  did  not  only  contribute  very  much  Laboriom 
to  their  health  and  vigour,  but  was  likewife  an  effectual  and 
means  to  lengthen  their  days,  and  to  make  their  deaths  healthy 
fweet  and  eafy.     If  we  except  Ifaac^  who  is  defcribed /w//. 
rather  as  a  contemplative  than  a  laborious  man  ^,  and  be- 
gan to  fail  in  his  firength  much  fooner  than  the  reft ;  we 
read  of  no  difeafes  they  were  fubjeft  to,  nor  of  any  phy- 
ficians  they  needed,  except  to  embalm  their  dead  bodies* 
All  thofe  whofc  age  'is  fet  down  hy  Mofes^  lived  to  above 
150  years,  except  Jofeph^  whofe  courtly  way  of  living 
may  probably  have  Ihortened  his  days  *. 

Their  conjugal  temperance  was  in  no  ways  inferior 
to  their  other  virtues,  how  far  otherwife  foevcr  it  may 
appear  at  firft  fight :  Abraham  lived  in  a  country  where 
polygamy  was  allowed,  and  a  numerous  offspring  eileemed 
one  of  the  greateft  earthly  bleffings ;  he  faw  himfelf  un- 
fortunately yoked  to  a  barren  woman,  and,  though  mafter 
of  vaft  pofleffions,  yet  chofe  to  make  his  fervant  his  heir, 
rather  than  to  marry  another ;  neither  did  be  take  Hagar 
to  his  bed,  till  he  was  promifed  an  heir  that  ibould  come 
out  of  his  loins,  and  was  perfuaded  to  it  by  his  wife  °>»  The 

^  Gen.  XXIV.  63.     xxvii.  i,  &  ftqq.  ^  Ibid.  1.  26. 

^  Gen.  XV.  3.  ibid.  xvi.  2. 

(6)  Whoever  confiders  that  came  upon  him,  and  taking 

Jacob  had  been  his  mocher^i  the  firfk  flone  that  came   to 

favourite^     and   confequently  hand  to  ferve  him  for  a  pillow 

more  tenderly  brought  up  than  (5).     That  he  took  care  to 

his  brother  £y2i»y  will  no  doubt  breed  up  his  ions  in  the  fame 

wonder  at  his  being  fuffered,  at  hardy*  way,  is  plain,   by   his 

the  age  of   forty,  tq  take  a  fending  his  favourite  Jofiph,  at 

journey  of  above  500  miles  the  age  of  16,  as  fu*  as  He^ 

(for  fo  far  it  was  at  leaft  from  hrsn,  to  uxquire  after  his  bre- 

Bierjheba     to    Padan-haran)  thren,    which  was  above  So 

without  a  fervant,  or  any  other  miles  from  Mamre^  where  he 

conveniency  for  traveling,  than  dwelt.      Neither  did  Jofephh 

his  bare  fiaff;  but  yet  itap-  hearing,that  they  were  removed 

pears,  that  he  had  been  (b  well  about  30  miles  further,  difcou- 

inured  to  that  laborious  life,  rage  him  from  continuing  his 

that  he  made  no  difficulty  of  journey  till  he  had  met  with 

laying  himfelf  down  in  the  them  (6). 
open    field,   as  ibon  as  night 

(S)  Gin^  xXYui.  ii.  (fi)  Ibid*  xxxvii.  17. 

children 
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children  that  he  had  by  Keturah^  after  Sarahs  (kath,  (hew 
that  his  continence  was  far  from  being  the  efFeil  of  old 
age  and  impotency.  Ifaacy  and  his  promifed  pofterity, 
bad  the  nobleft  title  to  all  the  bleifings  that  were  denounced 
ta  Abraham  ;  Rebecca  proves  barren  for  a  confiderahk 
time,  and  had  but  two  fons  at  laft  ;  and  yet  we  do  not 
find,  that  ever  he  exprefs'd  a  dcfire  of  taking  another 
wife  n  (C). 

"  Gen .  XXV.  2 1 ,  &  feq. 

(C)  It  mud  indeed  be  own-     uofought  for  by  kina  ;  aad  diat 


cd,  that  Jacob  was  unwarily 
drawn  in  to  marry  two  fillers, 
and  afterwards   to  take  their 


he  did  not  give  himfelf  that  li- 
berty, till  after  his  wife's  destk 
(8).      However,    wc  are  bs 


maids  to  be  concubines ;    but    from  undertaking  to  vindicate 
whoever  confiders  how    con-    all  their  aftions,  much  lefs  di 


I' 


tented  he  would  have  been  with 
Rachel  alone;  that  Leah  was, 
as  it  were,  forced  upon  him ; 
that  RachePs  barrennefs,  and 
deflre  of  children,  and  his  fond- 
nefs  for  her,  made  him  accept 
of  her  handmaid  ;  that,  when 
he  had  once  done  it  for  one  iif- 
ter,  he  could  not  decently  re- 
fufe  it  to  the  other  (7) ;  that 
it  was  the  cuflom  of  the  coun- 
try for  the  wives  to  adopt  their 
handmaids  children,  and  that 
it  was  looked  upon  as  confid- 
ent with  the  laws  of  conjugal 
fidelity  J  whoever,  I  fey,  con- 
siders all  thefe,  will  not  lightly 
tax  him  witli  incontinency  upon 
that  account:  however,  it  is 
plain,  that  the  jealoufies  and 
dricords  between  the  two  fillers, 
and  probably  between  the  mi- 
flrelTes   and   their  handmaids. 


we  intend  to  write  panegyrici 
Upon  them  ;  for  which  reaibi 
we  fhall  forbear  expatiating 
upon  their  extraordinary  ho^ 
tality  to  flrangers,  their  feii- 
fulnefs  to  their  allies,  and  ma- 
ny other  eminent  virtues  they 
were  confpicuous  for;  and  Ihal 
content  oarfelves  with  ad<fii{t 
few  words  concerning  tWr 
religioa ;  and  (hewing,  dUI 
that,  joined  to  their  primitiie 
fimplicity,  afforded  an  excel- 
lent pattern  for  a  civil  and  a 
happy  life ;  and  that  every  de- 
viation of  theirs  from  itdo^ 
indeed  give  us  a  lively  inftaott 
of  the  early  depravity  of  BUfr 
kind,  but  caits  no  refiedion  01 
their  excellent  and  admirabk 
rule  of  life,  which  gave  eftij 
head  a  full  and  abfolatefna^ 
over  his  whole  ^mily,  ob%Bl 


gave  but  httle  encouragement  him  to   train  them  up  in  dK 

to  his  fons  to  follow  his  exam-  knowlege  and  fear  of  the  Xsm 

pie,    iince  we  do  not  read  of  GoD,and  aftri^l  ob&rvaooeM 

any  that  did  not  reil  contented  his  laws,  which  was  the  nai 


with  one  wife.  Judab  indeed 
isjuilly  taxed  with  incontinen- 
cy ;  but  it  mufl  be  remember- 
ed, that  his  adventure  with  Ta- 
mar  was  wholly  accidental,  and 
{7)  Ibid.  xxix.  ^  xxx.pajpm. 


eiFedual  means  to  make  tbm 
live  in  that  peace  and  plaiqr» 
that  eafe  and  tranquilli^,  6k 
which  they  are  fo  juftly  ad- 
mired. 

(8;  Ibid,  xxxviii.  12,  g/rf. 

As 
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As  for  their  religion,  it  was  not  only  the  freeft  from 
olatry  and  fuperftition,  but  the  fimpleft  and  pureft  in  the 
orld,  or,  at  leaft,  that  the  world  was  then  capable  of, 
confifted  chiefly  in  a  ready  obedience  to  God's  com- 
ands,  under  whofe  immediate  guidance  they  continually 
ere,  in  a  firm  reliance  on  his  promifes  under  all  dangers 
id  difficulties,  and  in  a  thankful  remembrance  and  ac- 
lowlegement  for  all  his  bleffings  and  deliverance.     This 
\  part  feems  to  have  introduced  the  religious  cuftom  of 
tl^s,  if  they  were  not  of  a  much  older  date  (D). 
Their  facrifices  had  indeed  fometbing  (hocking  and 
inatural,  as  we  obferved  before  ;  and  when  we  confider 
w  foon  they  began,  and  how  univerfally  they  fpread 
smfelves,  reafon  will  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  account  for 
;ir  introduction  and  progrefs,  any  other  way  than  by 
>pofing  them  to  be  of  God's  own  inftituting,  as  types 
that  grand  facrifice  which  Christ  was  to  offer  up  for 
fins  of  the  world  :  but  this  is  rather  a  point  of  divinity 
inhiftory,  and  fo  out  of  our  fphere.  In  all  other  cafes, 
is  plain,  their  religion  was  pure,  fimple,  and  uniform, 
1  might  have  continued  fuch  after  their  deliverance  out 
Egypty   had  not  their  degeneracy   and  ftubbornnefs 
iged  the  Divine  Lawgiver  to  clog  it  with  a  numerous 
n  of  rites  and  ceremonies,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
Tmixing  thofe  of  other  nations  with  their  own,    as 
fequel  of  their  hiftory  will  fhew.    We  (hall  only  add, 
:  as  other  nations  feem  to  have  received  from  the  an- 
it  patriarchs  the  ceremony  of  facrificing  beads  to  their 
3,    that  is,  of  rubfiitutj>ng  an  innocent  lamb,    iheep, 
in  their  guilty  ftead,  without  retaining  the  notion  of 
defign,  or  typical  inftitution  of  them  5   fo  it  is  very 
»able,  that  the  intended  facrifice  of  Ifaac  by  the  father 

>)  This  feems  to  be  the  to  Shem  or  Eher^  or  any  of 
probable,  fince  we  read  of  their  defcendants,  who  ftill  held 
r^iUv^sgiviDg  the  tenths  of  the  high  priefthood  ;  or,  as  is 
he  (poils  of  his  late-gotten  mod  likely,  by  confecrating  a 
ty  to  Mekbifedek  (9);  tenth  part  to  religious  ufes, 
that  Jacob  vowed  the  like  fuch  as  building  of  altars,  rear- 
on  of  all  his  pofTeffions  to  iog  of  pillars  and  monuments, 
,  if  he  would  blefs  him,  and  ofi^ring  of  facrifices  to 
>ring  him  back  fafe  to  his  God  ;  fince  fach  things  as  are 
r^shoufe  (10).  How  thefe  confecrated  to  God's  worihip, 
at  firfl  paid,  or  to  whom,  are,  in  the  language  of  Scrip- 
rt  eaiy  to  gueis  ;  whether  ture,  faid  to  be  given  to  God. 

(9;  Gin*  zi?.  20.  (10}  Ibid.  xxvUi.  ulu 

•f 


336  fbe  Hijiory  cf  the  ]vN%  B.E 

of  the  faithful,  by  which  he  gave  fuch  a  glorious  teftimonjr 
of  his  faith,  and  reliance  on  God's  promifes,  may  hive 
given  birth  to  the  bloody  cuftom  of  facrificing  of  chiMren, 
which  became  afterwards  fo  univerfal,  not  only  amoneah 
other  nations,  but  even  among  the  Ifraelites  themfera. 
The  notion  of  its  being  injoined  to  that  patriarch  only, 
as  a  trial  of  his  faith,  might  wear  off  by  degrees,  anl 
nothing  more     be    remembred  of   it,     than  the  grerf 
applaule  and  bleffings  he  received  upon  that  account  t 
from  which  they  might  conclude,  as  it  were,  a  firtim^ 
that  if  his  bare  intention  proved  fo  meritorious,   mud' 
more  would  the  real  facriiicins  of  their  own  children  be: 
and  when  they  had  once  imbibed  the  notion,  that  ftti 
main  merit  of  fuch  a  bloody  ceremony  confifted  chielf 
in  the  ftifling  all  fenfe  of  humanity  and  natural  affedtafl^' 
it  was  cafy  for  them  to  infer,  that  the  more  they  did  fe'.j 
by  the  deaths  they  put  the  poor  infants  to,  the  more  i 
would  enhance  the  value  of  the  facrifice  :    but  this  vt 
fubmit  to  the  reader's  judgment. 

SECT.    VI. 

The  hijlory  of  the  Jews  from  their  Egyptian  hdf^ 
to  their  entrance  into  the  land  of  Canaan.    <->  KJ^' 

ne  g^^'^^XVf  E  return  now  to  the  IfraA\u*i  In  Egypt ^  whodUA  Ifciiq 

incrtafe  of  VV    prodigioufly  increafe,  both  in  number  and  flrengl^  l^aff 

the  Ifracl-during  the  115  years  of  their  abode  there*,  that  Acjfrl'iBg  1 

itcs  i«  E-lous    Eg)ptians   had    long    ago  looked    upon  them  ■l*^ 

gypt-         a  dangerous,  if  not  a  formidable  people.     And  indeed,  I 

we  confider,  that  the  feventy  fouls,   which  came  doii 

with  J  a  cob  y  were  increafed,  as  Mofes  tells  us,  to  6oO|flW 

men,  from  twenty  years  and  upwards  *>,  all  able  to  b* 

arms  ;  befides  thofe  under  twenty  years  of  age,  old  fl*' 

from  fixty  to  an  hundred  and  upwards,  for  they  livedo* 

much  longer  ;  and  women,  which  may  be  reafoAaUytf 

pofed  to  have  been  atleaft  as  numerous  as  theaien>li^ 

if  we  confider  this  wonderful  increafe  (which,  in  a  prof* 

tionate  and  moderate  computation^  allowing  them  coti* 

brought  feventy  wives  with  them,  which  is  the  utmoft.** 

can  be  fuppofed,  will  be  as  140  to  280,000,  thatis* 

200,000  to  one),  we  (hall  not  wonder  at  Egyff^^^^ 

left  they  fliould  in  a  fliort  time  cover  the  whole  fe' 

the  country.     Nor  need  we  have  recourfe  to  mindoj 


tlic 
Sic 
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G.  VII.    from  their  Egypti^  Bvndage^  Sec.  3^7^ 

as  the  Jews  do  ^,  for  this  prodigious  increafe  (A).     Wa 
have  already  given,    in  a  former    chapter,    a  table  c  of 
the  probable  increafe  of  mankind  in  any  number  of  years ; 
and,  if  this  fccms  to  outdo. that  calculation^  it  muft  be  re- 
membered, that  they  had  a  peculiar  proraife  for  it,  and 
'a  peculiar  blefling  from  God  attending  them.     Nel their 
vras  their  courage  or  ftrength  lefs  to  be  feared  than  their 
number.     The  fons  of  Ephraim  had  already  given  a  proof  TJhf/otu  ^ 
of  it  to  the  Egyptians,  when  they  made  that  bold,,  though  Ephraim'i 
unfuccefsful  attempt  upon  the  Gath'ttes,    in  one  of  ^tincurfionon 
cantons  of  the  land  of  Canaan y  even  before  their  father's'^'  Gath- 
death,  who,  as  we  hinted  before,  lived  upwards  of  qo*'^^, 
years  in  Egypt  ^.    This  adventure  might  eafily  let  the 
Egyptians  fee  what  the  united  force  of  twelve  fuch  frufti- 
fying  tribes  might  do  in  procefs  of  time,  when  a  fingle 
one,  of  fo  ihort  a  (landing,  could  venture  upon  fuch  an 

^  Vid.  Aben  Ezr.  &  MuNSTER.  in  loc.         «  Vid.  vol.  i. 
p.  232,  fubnot.  **  I  Chron.  vii.  21.    Osiand.  in  loc. 

(A)    St.  Aujiin  {1)   thinks,  males,  in  the  compafs  of  2ij 

that  this  prodigious  increafe  of  years,    to  have  multiplied  to 

the  Ifraeliles    was    altogether  this  degree,  even  at  the  rate  of 

miraculous,  in  which  many  of  one  chUd  every  year ;  for,  ac- 

the  y^<i;i;/ agree  with  him.  Ah  en  cording   to  Smler*>s  coiobuta- 

E%ra  tells  us,  that  they  brought  tion,  70  perfons,  if  they  beget 

ibrth  3  or  4  at  every  birth  ;  a  child  every  year,   will,    in 

and  affirms,  that  a  wpman  may  30  years  time,  have  above  200a 

bring  forth  as  far  as  icven  chil-  phijdren  ;  of  which,  admit  that 

dren  at  once   (%).      This  he  one  third-part  only  did  come 

ieems  to  have  taken  from  Art*  to  procreate,  in  30  years  more, 

Jiotle  (4),  or  from  Troguj,  who  they  will  amount    to  9000  ; 

fays,  that  in  Egypf  the  women  the  thlid-part  of  it  will,  in  30 

were  fomctimes  delivered  of  7  years  more,  be  multiplied  to 

children  at  once:  but,  without  45000:    according  to  \vhich 

having  recourfe  tofuchprodi-  moderate  calculation,  in  210 

gious  births,  which  happen  bat  years,  the  whole  amount  wilt 

feldom,  we  need  bat  fuppofe,  be,  at  lead,   2,760,000.     If, 

that  the  I/rai^h$jf  both  min  therefore,  there  was  any  thing 

and  women,  were  very  fruitful ;  miraculous  or  extraordinary  in 

that  they  began  foon,  and  coii-  all  this,  it  was  that  they  ihould 

tinued  long  in  begetting,  which  be  able  to  multiply  at  that  rate, 

has  been  (hewn,  in  the  former  notwithftanding  their  hard  la^* 

fedion,  to  have  been  the  &6t.  bours,  and  cruel  bondage. 
We  fee  no  impoffibility  for  70 


(i)  j4u£»  ik  (ivit.  lth»  xtUi.  f .  7.  (3)  Ahen  E»r»  up,  Munfi^ 

Uc,  Pelican,  ^  si,  (4)  ffijfor,  animal  /.  y\u  c,  4. 

Vol.  III.  Z  hazardous 
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7biy  are 
hated  by 
the  Egyp- 
tians. 

Year  of 
flood  jj^. 
Bef.  Chr. 
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hazardous  enterprize.^   However,  it  is  not  eafy  toil  it 
time  when  their  bondage  began,  nor  how  k»^  tbey  U 
groaned  under  it,  when  Mojes  was  born :  fure  it  is,  tbt 
from,  or  even  before  that  time,  they  began  to  be  nxn 
and  more  cruelly  opprefTed  by  the  Egyptians^  whofc  un- 
heard of  treatment  of  that  opprefled  people  might  k 
owing  to  more  caufes  than  one  (B).    But  the  main,  arf 
indeed  fufficient  motive  mentioned  in  the  text,  was  thir 
being  grown  more  mighty  than  xh^  Egyptians^  and  tfe 
danger  there  was,  left  upon  any  war  diey  fii^^M 
their  enemies,  and  drive  them  out  of  the  land  ^  tt|.| 
laft  made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  them,  that  though  tfi| 
were  refolved  to  cru(h  them  as  much  as  poffible,  if  % 
totally  to  deftroy  them  ;  yet  they  did  not  dare  to  cxml 
an  open  rupture  with  them,  but  made  it  their  chief  w 
deavours  to  weaken  them  by  degrees,  by  hard  bhN% 
taxes  (C),  and  all  kind  of  oppreffion,  as  the  fequdofttpti 
hiftory  will  foon  fhew.  '  1^ 


»i 


T« 


•  Exod.  i.  9,  10. 


f  B)  Such  as  their  contempt 
of  all  nations  but  theu*  own  ; 
theu-  hatred  of  the  Ifraelites 
both  as  (hepherds,  and  as  He- 
breivs,  who  killed  and  lived 
upon  thofe  beafb  that  were 
worfhiped  in  Egypt ;  the  great 
difference  of  religion;  envy 
to  fee  them  fo  fuccefsful ;  and 
the  like. 

(C)  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  original  words  nu; 
tZ3^D)D  fare  majjtmy  which  we 
tranflate  taflc-mafterc,  properly 
fignify  tax-gatherers  j  the  bur- 
dens are  mentioned  afterwards 
under  another  name ;  fo  that 
they  laid  heavy  tributes  upon 
them,  to  impoverilh,  and  heavy 
burdens,  to  weaken  them. 
Pbiio  tells  us  (5),  that  they 
were  made  to  carry  burdens 
above  their  ftrength,  and  to 
work  night  and  day  ;  that  they 


.iD, 


were  forced  to  be  workeni-. 
fervers;    that  they  wottf 
{^oyed  in   brickmakio^  Vj 
ging,  and  building;  dilMJ 
any  of  them  droppeddeadi4l| 
their  burdens,  they  wdt^ 
fuffered  to  bury  them.  w\ 
pbus  tells  us  moreorer  (ftj 
they  were  made  to  dig  trad( 
and  ditches;  to  drain  moiiv 
chanels  ;  to  wall  whole  to^ 
calling  up  dykes  and  htflbl 
keep  off  mundations;  ttJ»J 
ereft  fantailical  pyramkhj  IJ  L 
they  obliged  them  to  tejt  Ir^' 
vera!  laborious  trades,  iM  IIj!' 
fined  them  to  perpetittiw 
labour.    Another  ^^^\^ 
us  (7),  that,  in  order  to  ^   ^ 
der  them  more  odioostt'* 
Egyptians,  they  made  tlc>f 
differently    apparelled.  I|| 
without  troubung  ouriii*<'JJ 
ther  than  with  what  Utfi^^ 


3 


(?)  Philo  in  vit,  Mofiu         (6)  Antiq.  /.  ii,  r.  g^ 


17)  Xi^* 


VII.    from  their  Egyptian  Bondage^  8cc.  ^39 

'his  terrible  perfccution,  if  we  may  be  aJJowed  to  call  Theircrtal 
'  that  name,  began  under  the  reign  of  a  new  king^,^^W^^^. 
knew  not  Joftph  (D),  or  had  forgot  the  great  fervices 

which 
*"  Ibid,  ver.  8. 


^e  (hall  find  their  work 
enough  (8).  They  were 
d  to  work  in  clay  and 
»  And  compelled  at  length 

and  feek  forilabble  in- 
of  ftraw,  without  the  leaft 
lution  of  their  tasks,  of 
I  if  they  chanced  to  come 

which  could  not  poiUbly 
oided,  their  overfeers  were 
Jly  beaten  for  it  (9).  Thuj 
tried  by  thefe  three  ,ways 
ing  them  under ;  *vi%,  by 
.ng  a  tribute  toleffen  their 
h,  laying  heavy  burdens 
em  to  weaken  their  bo- 

and  thereby  to  prevent 

generating  and   increaf- 

)  There  was  nothing  ex- 
Linary  in  this  forgetfulnefs, 
g  the  words  oX  Mafes  in 
literal  fenfe ;  if  we  confi- 
hat  kings  were  then  only 
ve,  and  all  the  fubjeds 
rd  upon  as  their  ilaves 
Archbifliop  VJher  men- 

feven  kin^s  between  Jo- 

death,  ana  this  who  knew 
^ojephy  i.  e.  in  about  60 
,  which  was  more  than 
ent  to  obliterate  all  his 
L  fervices.  Who  this  new 
was,  is  not  fo  eafily  agreed. 
^an  thinks  him    to  have 

an  4ffyrzan  born,  froni 
'ords  of  the  prophet  (11), 
*opi^<went  down  into  Egypt 
^um,  and  an  hSyxisJi  op- 

Syod.'u  14.  (9)  lHd»  c,  v.pMjpm,             (lo)  DxW.  Sicut.  /. 

•     Gin,i\v\u  19,  »o.           (11)  Iftf/.  lii.  4.         (xa)  Vincent,  in   loc, 

txod.  vi.  16.  (14)  Euftb,  Hieron.  in  CbronU,              (15)  UJher 
M,  2427. 


prejfed  them.  But  we  don'c 
find,  in  the  Egyptian  chronicles, 
any  AJfyrian  kings,  cither  be- 
fore Mofes^  or  for  above  i  coo 
years  after.  Neither  could  it 
be  Mefhrasy  in  whofc  ninth 
year  Jofeph  is  fuppofed  to  have 
died,  and  the  bondage  to  have 
begun  (12);  becaufe  Le^i  out- 
lived Jofeph  above  23  years 
(13)  ;  whereas  the  thraldom 
did  not  commence  till  all  the 
patriarchs  were  dead.  Some, 
therefore,  fuppofe,  that  it  was 
Amenophis ;  becaufe  Eufebius 
thinks,  that  Mo/es  was  bom  in 
the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign ; 
and  fo  does  St.  J^rom  {14). 
Archbilhop  Ujhert  after  Merca- 
tpr,  thinks  it  v/asRame/cs  Mia- 
n^un.  This  king  the  above- 
mentioned  primate  affirms  to 
have  reigned  62  years  and  2 
months ;  during  which,  being 
frighted  at  the  number  and 
flrength  of  the  I/raeiites^  he 
began  to  opprefs  them  with  a 
cruel  bondage,  bying  upon 
them ,  befides  their  continual 
labour  .  and  tillage  of  the 
ground,  the  building  alfo  of 
royal  magazines*  florehouies, 
and  the  whole  cities  of  Ramajis 
or  Ramefis^  and  Pithonf ;  the 
former  of  which  took  its  name 
from  the  king,  and  the  latter 
probably  from  the  queen  ( 1  j ) : 
but  we  ihallfind  a  great  diffi- 
culty here,  <i;/z.  how  to  recon- 
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which  that  glorious  minifter  had  done  both  the  crown  sm 
nation  of  Egypt  (E)  j  and  who,  when  he  found  bj  A 

expericflQ 


cilc  that  learned  prelate  with 
what  PlifiyisLys  (i6),  that  this 
Kamejes  reigned  in  the  time  of 
the  Trojan  war,  that  is,  about 
300  years  after  the  death  of 
Mofes,  A  late  author  (17)  hach 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to 
prove,  that  this  perfecution 
happened  foon  after  theinvafion 
of  the  ftiepherds  mentioned  for- 
merly, and  probably  under 
one  of  their  firft  kings ;  and 
thefe  being  utter  ftrangers  both 
to  Jofeph  and  his  people,  will 
account  ftill  better  for  the  cruel 
treatment  which  their  jealoufy 
made  them  inflidl  upon  the 
latter.  But,  upon  the  whole, 
the  reader  is  defired  to  remem- 
ber what  we  faid  in  the  hiflory 
of  Egypt ^  concerning  the  diffi- 
culty of  adjufting  their  chrono- 
logy ;  and,  particularly,  who 
thofe  kings  were^  under  whom 
the  i^rW/V^j  fuffered  thisfla- 
vcry{i8).  As  for  thofe  who  pre- 
tend, that  the  Ifraelites  conti- 
nued above  400  years  in  Egypty 
as  Genebrard  {19)  ;  or  that 
they  groaned  under  that  llavery 
all  that  time,  as  Jofephus  (20 ) ; 
they  will  fend  us  ftill  farther  to 
feek  for  a  king  that  will  fit 
them  i  but  we  hope  we  have 
fufficiently  proved  their  error, 
in  our  notes  in  the  former  fec- 
tion,  p. 25  3, 254,  not.  (K) ;  and 
made  it  more  than  probable, 
that  they  did  not  continue  there 
above  215  years. 
(E)  This  we  need  not  won- 


der at,  after  (b  many  yev| 
vjhtvi  Ahajhuerus  cooIdfoAji 
forget  Mordecai,  who  Mb 
lately  faved  his  life  (2\]:ikl 
it  muft  be  owned,  iht,U 
Jofeph^    merit  been  cfct  i 
fre(h  in  their  memory, yet (te|||| 
prince's  condufl,  if  politidjf 
conilderedy  had  nothing  finuM 

ml 


or  uncommon,  iince  it 
rather  have  been  a  pro%,l 
his  gratitude  to  a  man  tli 
had  been  dead  above  50  jcfl^ 
had  prevented   his  takitt  *! 
the  cautious  meafarestofcai' 
his  own  kingdom  againft 
danger  it    feemed  tl 
with  from  a  people,  who, 
an  indigent  family,  were 
come  fuch  a  numeroas  aodi 
midable  hoft.    The  relip»i 
the  Ifraelites^  fo  oppofite 
Egyptian  idolatry ;  their 
union   among  themfel?cs;4li 
great  riches  they  had  hafB 
up  during  Jofefh\  life ;  wf 
indefatigable  induftryinftdijl 
their     numberlefs    hcnis»  • 
trade  and  agriculture  i  ttt. 
bodily  ftrength,   and  war» 
temper  ;  in  all  which, amli^ 
ny  other  refpe^S  theyfei* 
have  been  far  fuperior  to  w 
Egyptians  ;  all  thefe,  w«^i 
did  fufficiently  juftifyPA«<* 
fears,  if  not  in  fome  degi** 
thorize  thofe  violent  inerf*'^ 
which  he  took  againft  d* 
We  have  feen,  in  oor^ 
chriftian  princes  take  as  c* 
and   inhuman   precaudon*  ^ 


(16)  ?lin,  lib,  xxxvi.  r.  8.  (17)  Sbuckford  cormeSt*  vw/.a-f** 

(18)  Vid.fjp.  I'ol.  ii./).  37,  &  fe^q,  (19)  Genehrard ebrauf't'^^* 

Jub  an,  m.  i66o.        (20}  ^ntif.  /.  ii,  c»  9.  (21)  Eftberiuii 


p* 
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^perience  of  at  leaft  ten  years,  that  neither  the  hardfhips 

-  laid  upon  them,  nor  all  the  cruelties  which  his  officers 

id  people  ufed  towards  them,  could  prevent  their  multi- 

ying  as  faft  as  ever»,  fent  for  the  two  chief  Hehrew^^^^* 

jdwives,  Shiphrab  and  Puah  (F),  and  ftriaiy  charged ^''^^^^'^ 

*  Exod.  c.  i.  pair.  ^""^^  «^^- 


'wi'ves. 


oil  their  own  natural  fiib^ 
^»  pf  whofe  ik'^xXiX.y  and  loy- 
ictachmenc  they  had  much 
L^€r  proofs  than  ever  the 
^3  of  Egypt  had  from  the 
^Ijren  of  Ifratli.  and  yet 
&  perfecutions  have  been 
fied,  nay,  canonized,  whilft 
^^aoh\  have  been  branded 
k  the  worft  of  epithets,  and 
not  ntentioned  without  hor- 

lad  indeed  the  Egyptian 
r  t  ht^n.  le,&  a  ilranger  to  the 
elites,  tbey  would  have  had 
5  cau^  to  fear  being  driven 
^f  their  own  country  $  a- 
lit  which  theie  were  fo  far 
r^  defigoing  any  attempt  of 
nature,  that  they  never 
Led  upon  tbemfelves  but  as 
tamers  in  It  for  a  while,  Aill 
ting  for  the  happyjtifflewhen 
c»  ihould  call  them  oat  of 
^o  go  and  conquer  another 
^ .  But  perhaps  they  wifely 
^riealed  this  fecret  firom  this 
^Mff/,  who  would  be  too 
k  to  lofe  the  fervioe  of  fuch 
^iimerou9  people,  not  to 
^^t  their  going,  by  allpof* 
^  means.  BeQdes,  had  it 
<i  known,  there  was  flill 
^e  danger  of  their  joining 
ir  enemies,  upon  any  war 
invafion,  in  order  to  fadlir 
» their  dcape. 


'3)  Cajet,  in  !oc.  (24^  Exod.  i.  9* 

*-    &»  -»  /-£>    rriJ    «^-*    -• -/-/• 


(F)  Though  Mofes  mentions 
but  two  midwives,  yet  we  mall 
not  fuppofe,  that  tbey  could 
fuffice  to  fuch  a  vaft  number  of 
women.  Some  therefore  think, 
that  thefe  two  only  attended  on 
the  nobler  fort  of  HeSretv  wo- 
men, whofe  children  Fharaoh 
chiefly  intended  to  cut  off  (23) : 
whereas  his  charge  wasj  to  kill 
all  the  males,  none  excepted. 
Others  think,  that  the  Hehn<w 
'women  f  heing  ftrongy  and  iafily 
delinjered  (24),  might  proba- 
bly ihift  with  two  midwives  $ 
t>ut  it  is  to  be  coniidered,  that 
this  was  not  ii^  much  the  real 
fad,  as  an  excnfe  of  the  mid- 
wives  for  not  obeying  the 
kmg's  orders.  It  is  thereforo 
more  probable,  that  thefe  two 
were  the  chief  ones,  who  had 
the  charge  and  direction  of  all 
the  reft  (25):  and  that  there 
was  fuch  a  precedency  or  fupe- 
riority  among  midwives,  wlutt*^ 
ever  Cajetan  fays  to  the  con- 
trary, appears  ^^ty  probable  at 
lead  from  what  Plutarch  tells 
us  ;  that,  among  the  Grecians, 
there  were  fome  to  whom  the 
care  of  that  buiinefs  was  com- 
mitted ;  and  that  public  fchools 
were  kept  for  that  purpofe 
(?6). 


^dkf  ^  al. 


(a 5)  Pelican,  Vataht, 


(14)  Exod.  i.  9.  (a5)  Pelican.  ya\ 
(26)  V\d,  Jvn.  in  analyf.    ^Wet,  ftf  al.    Sbutkford 

Z  3  them,. 
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which  that  plorious  minifter  hat 
nation  of  Egypt  [E)  i  and  wh 


rile  that  learned  prelate  with     i. 

what  Pliny  feys  (ifil,  that  this     ^ 

Ratae/ii  reigned  in  the  time  of    I 

the  TroJM  war,  that  is,  about     I 

the  death  of    i 

Ifo/zi.  Alateau:hor(i7)hath  ; 
taken  a  great  dea!  of  pains  to  * 
pro«,  that  this  perfecution  ^  ^ 
happened  foon  after  iheinvafiooj  , 
of  the  ihepherds  mentioned  fo\  ' 
merty,  and  prabab 
one  of  their  firft  kingiij 
thefe  being  utter  firangerj 

to  Jofeph  and  his  peof'  ' 
ftill  better  for! 


ntioned  fo\  i 
ibly    niil'T  1 

angerj 

t  itiu better  tin-tj 
:r.t which  tbtfll 

made    them  infliSHT 
latter.    But,  «tt»';i' 
the  reader  i>  de&J  | 
ber  what  we  &!t'i ' 

of  Egypt,  COD'  ' 

culty  of  adjuf '  .ut 

oimta.  wbo 

If    i^fti^t 

exii^cafieT 

tJKv.  izsd.  ia  have 

iKtwrvei.    Their 

Eberefbrebc  true 

K>c  in  the  whole; 

tfeeir  iTrecdung  the 

Xle   beyond  iu  doe 

^wn  a  good  defign, 

the  examples  of  Mra- 

'  I/kac,    who    made 

pals  for  their  filters, 

ey  were  only  (b  in  a 

fcnfc  :   accordingly 

W«  find  their    proceeding  ap- 

■tttkcd  and  rewarded  by  God, 

%W  Kcded  them,  sod  multi- 
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them,  that,  when  they  performed  their  office  to  the  JS 

brew  women,  they  fhoujc)  deftroy  all  the  males,  and  I 

the  females  take  their  chance.     But  thefe  women,  wl 

feared  God,  and  ahhorred  fuch  a  cruel  office,  neglcfl 

the  king's  conimands,  and  faved  all  the  children  that  we 

born,    males  as   well  as  females.     Pharaoh^  extreme 

provoked  at  their  difobedience,  commanded  them  to  I 

brought  before  him,  and  in  a  threatening  tone  aflced  tha 

how  they  dared  to  difobey  his  orders  ?  The  women  h 

not  their  anfwer  to  feek  ;  for  they  readily  told  him,  th 

the  Hebrew  women  did  not,  like  the  Egyptian  ones,  n 

a  midwife  to  deliver  them,  being  lufly  and  flrong, « 

bringing  forth  more  like  the  beafls  of  the  foreft  thanwoa 

(G)  J  fo  that  their  children  were  born  before  theyo^i 

ooi 


(G)  The  word  n'.'^n  cbahth, 
which  we  tranflate  lively^  doth 
likewife  fignify  wild  beads; 
and  may  be  takefl  in  that  fenie 
in  this  place,  feeing  the  mid- 
wives  wanted  to  throw  the 
&ult  open  the  pregnant  women, 
who,  like  the  beads 'of  the 
field,  needed  no  help  to  be  deli- 
vered ;  and  it  is  very  probable, 
that  the  Hebrew  women,  who 
were  kept  more  ftriftly  than  the 
loofe  and  madcrly  Egyptian 
dames,  might  haye  much  eaiier 
labours  than  they,  and  fo  have 
lefs  need  of  midwivcs.  Their 
anfwer  might  therefore  be  true 
in  part,  tho'  not  in  the  whole ; 
and,  as  to  their  ftretching  the 
truth  a  little  beyond  its  due 
bounds,  upon  a  good  defign, 
they  had  the  examples  of  Jlbra- 
bam  and  J/aac,  who  made 
their  wives  pafs  for  their  fifters, 
though  they  were  only  fo  in  a 
far-fetched  fenfe  :  accordingly 
we  find  their  proceeding  ap- 
proved and  rewarded  by  God, 
who  bieiTed  them,  and  multi« 


plied  them  into  confidenMi 
milies  ;  for  that  is  the  j 
meaning  of  what  our  and  6 
verfions  render /^«  LoitpJ 
tbemhoufes,  Thcverbntf 
naby  from  which  that  of  P' 
fon,  is  derived,  fignifies  to^ 
in  a  mod  extenfive  fenfe, 
as  to  build  houfes,  fai 
eftates,  i^c:  ibme  inftano 
reader  may  fee  in  the 
quoted  in  the  margin  (9 
learned  modern  doth  indf 
ckre  hinifeir  largely 
this  fenfe  ;  and  is  rather 
nion,  that  it  was  the  £| 
who  built  thofe  hon^ 
up  the  pregnant  womeic 
the  king's  decree  might 
eluded  by  the  midwiva 
this  both  he  and  others  0 
from  the  pronoun  lorbe* 
mafculine,  whereas  it  sn 
been  la-hen,  if  it  had  re! 
the  midwives  ;  but,  if  t 
been  the  cafe,  he  muft 
have  built  large  cities  t 
fufficed  fo  vad  a  muld 
pregnant  Hebrew  womc 


(9)  See  Z>.  KitKcbi,  Ferrer,  le  Scene ,  Qc^ 
W.  ii.  /,  viii.  p*  212,  &fef2»  ' 


(xo)  Sbuckfird 
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1.    Mofes  telk  us,  that  their  piety  and  mercy  and  re- 
ircwarded,  and  that  God  blefled  them  withtvanicd  fy 
lofterity  ^,  a  reward  beft  fuited  to  the  temper  God  for 
il  people.  their  fifty. 

R,    Pharaohj    finding  that  thefc  underhand 
oved  ineffedual,  refolved  to  a£l  more  openly 
fraelitesj  and  to  make  the  parents  become 
ners  of  their  own  children.    To  this  end  he 
Drder,  under  the  fevereft  penalties,  that  every       ^ 
J  child  that  was  born,  fliould  be  caft  into  theP'^^^^* 
it  none  but  the  females  fhould  be  fuffcred  ^^^^^^j^\ 
ch  the  people  faw  themfelves  obliged  either  ,  .. 

r  own  children,  or  to  fee  them  drowned  by  the^^^^y  ^^^^ 
\  foon  as  they  were  difcovered,  and  them-^^^-^^^^ 
J  punifhed  for  not  obeying  the  king's  edid. 
y  command  could  not  but  caufe  the  greateft 
in  the  affli£ked  Ifraelites^  too  prone  natu- 
)nd  of  God's  promifes.    But  the  divine  pro- 
ofe  defigns  could  not  be  frufbated  either  by 
artifices,  or  open  violence,  .of  the  king  of 
;  him  the  infirument  of  bringing  up  that  very 
he  defigned  to  be  the  deliverer  of  his  people^* 
the  fon  of  Kohdthj  and  grandfon  of  Levi^ 
Jocbebed,  the  daughter  of  Levi,   bis  own 

i.  ver.  2i>  &  feqq.     ^  Greqoii.  lib.  viii.  moral. 

(T  places  quoted  Rachd  and  Leah,  ivbicb  tw§ 

&,  DeuterMPmy,  did  build  the  hwfi^  or  famihf^ 

t  eQ)ecially  the  ^Ifrad.    We  there&re  think 

ilm  cxiii.  plainly  it  more  probable,  that  the  maA 

fe  to  frodifyiDg,  culine  is  here  put  for  the  femi* 

amily.    Accord-  nine,  as  we  find  it  in  the  next 

[link*  that  it  was  chapter  (42),  where  the  maf- 

and  not  the  mid-  culine  relative  is  applied  to^^-^ 

xst  fo  multiplied;  thra^^  feven  daughters,  and  nua- 

ley,  women  can-  liy  other  places  befides  (43), 

)  build  £unilie8,  and  given  to  themidwives  by 

;  but  the  contra-  way  of  excellency,  which  is  no 

lain,  by  the  blef-  uncommon  thing  in  the  facred 

given  to  Ruth  tongue. 
might  frove  tiki 

ym,  Vtlkt,  in  loc.  (41)  Rtab  !▼•  II*  (42]  E:(9d4 

;43}  FdtM  fi/cat.  Munft.  S  ^U  in  hct 

m 

Z  4  aunti 
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aunt  (I) ;  by  whom  he  had  two  children  before  the . 
edid^  yi%.  Miriam  ^vA  Aaron  ^  (K)  $  but  Mofii 
beine  born  till  fome  time  after  the  promulgiticm 
and  he  proving  a  lovely  and  beautiful  child,  God  b 
.  them  with  a  more  than  ordinary  relu^^ncy  to  ob 
fo  that  they  ventured  to  keep  him  privately  durif 
fpace  of  three  months  (L),  till  atlafi  (earing  the  a 

^  See  Exod.  vi.  20. 


(I)  We  have  ventured  to 
call  Jocbebed  AmranC^  aunt, 
tW  the  Septoagint,  Vulgate, 
andy  after  them,  pnany  learned 
expofitors,  both  papifts  and 
procefhmtt,  have  thought  that 
ihe  was  no  more  than  his  uncle 
J[obath''s  daughter,  s^nd  (x>nfe* 
quently  his  couiln-german,  b^- 
^ufe  the  marriage  of  an  anut 
was  afterwards  forbidden  in  the 
Lrvitical  law  ( i )  ■  For  tho*  the 
word  "in  dod,  in  the  original, 
ibmetin^es  tignifies  an  uncle's 
ion  (2),  and  niD'^  dodab  an  un- 
cle*8  daughter,  or  coufin-ger- 
man  ;  yet,  feeing  Me/its  tells 
Ks  (3]»  that  (he  was  bom  unto 
Levi^  and  accordingly  calls  her 
Amraifii  aunt  (4)  in  another 
place,  we  thought  we  might 
iafely  give  her  that  name,  after 
many  learned  men  {5). 

(K)  Though  Mq/^s  mentions 
nothing  of  the  age  of  his  filler, 
either  when  ihe  was  born,  or 
when  ihe  died,  yet  it  is  plain 
fhe  was  the  eldeft  of  the  three, 
(^ecaufe  ihe  was  old  enough  to 
watfii  Mofts  when  he  was  ex- 
ppfeif]  I  whereas  Jaron  was  but 
three  years  older  than  he :  but, 
that  ihe  ihould  be  fo  old  as  the 
Jen.\3$  make  her,  inx,  to  have 


been  one  of  the  two  m 
mentioned  in  a  former  1 
both  improbable*  and  a 
to  the  opinion  of  our  du 
gers  and  expoliton^  who 
her  but  ten  years  old,  at 
when  Mofes  was  bom. , 
(L)  This  pioos  conofli 
is  fufiiciently  jufli£ed  b 
Btepbffti  and  the  epifUe  t 
Hebrews  (8)9  not  only  a 
account  of  the  child^s  la 
which  is  al/b  menttooid 
Jufitn  out  of  Tragus^  bat 
upon  the  account  of  theff  f 
they  looking  uppn  hijn  f 
future  deliverer  of  theirnli 
However,  Jofepbut  teDs 
that  Amranty  finding  Ms  1 
with  child,  and  being  ioM 
about  the  king's  edid,  ftf) 
earneftly  to  God  toput«< 
to  this  dieadful  pofecoW 
and  tjiat  God  appeared^tt^k 
and  told  him,  that  he  fi 
fhortly  free  his  people  fw« 
and  chat  the  foD,  who  iv 
foon  be  born  to  bim^fl 
prove  the  happy  inftnvM 
their  glorious  deirveraniK» 
eternize  his  own  name  6c 
— that  this  made  tbemca 
him  as  long  as  they  ^ 
but,  fearing  a  difcovecji 


(x)  Nit,  de  Lyr,  4,  Moptfln.  Cajetan,  P^rer,  CafiML  &  4I  in  be.    (. 
rem.  xxxii.  12.  (3)  Num6.  xxvi.  59.  (4)  ExcJ. 

(5)  Ch4ild.  parapbr,  Jun.  Munfl.  Pagnin.  SimUr.  UJber,  &  oL        0 
fii.  io,    if«^,  xi.  23.  (9)  jilt.  /.  ii.  f .  .9, 

id 
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er  of  a  difcovery,  which  would  have  proved  fatal 
to  the  child  and  themfelves,  they  were  forced,  though 
the  utmoft  regret,  to  expofe  him  like  the  reft,  and 
him  into  a  fmali  ark  of  hulru(hes,  or  rather  of  the 
of  the  tre^  of  which  the  Egyptians  made  their  paper  m^ 
h  was  ftrong  enough  to  hold  out  the  water,  and 
•th  enough  to  receive  the  pitch  and  tar  with  which  it 
befmeered,  and  by  its  lightnefs  fitteft  to  fwim  with 
hild's  weight ;  and,  committing  him  to  the  mercy  of  and  expo f" 
vaves,  or  rather  to  the  care  of  Providence,  they  l^hedtothe 
iam  his  fifter,  who  was  then  about  9  or  10  years  of  age,  common 
:onvcnient  diftance  to  watch  and  fee  what  would  bc'/au, 
:  of  him.     The  reeds  and  flags,    with  which  that 
abounds  ",  foon  flopped  the  cradle  from  being  carried 
le  current ;  and  here  it  was  that  God  fent  him  an 
y  deliverer  from  all  future  dangers  on   acQpunt  of 
ling's  edid:. 

'  was  Pharaoh*s  daughter,  who,  being  come  to  th? 
with  a  defign  to  bathe  herfelf,  fpied  the  ark  as  (h? 
walking  along  the  fhore.  Her  curiofity  made  her 
fome  of  her  retinue  to  fetch  it ;  and  it  was  not  longand  ufym 
e  her  furprize,  at  the  fight  of  (6  beautiful  a  child,  was  vf, 
eded.  by  an  irrefiftible  love  and  pity  for  him ;  and 
his  cries  and  tears  would  have  moved  a  heart  Jefs 
i  and  pitiful  than  hers.  She  immediately  concluded, 
:  was  the  child  of  fome  of  thofc  unfortunate  Hebrews^ 
groaned  under  her  father's  heavy  thraldom  :  her  pity 
ler,  that  fo  lovely  a  boy  dcferyed  a  better  fate,  and 
t  was  her  duty,  fince  chance  had  thus  thrown  hin^ 
r  way,  at  ^ny  rate  to  fave  him  from  the  common 


osfi'^H.  ant.  1.  ii.c.  9.  ^  Ifai.  xviix.  2.    Herooot. 

DioDOR.  SicuL.  lib.  i.  &  al. 

id  to  truft  him  to  the  care  and  others;  Artaptkes  (10) 
^idence;  which  according-  calb  her  Metis ;  and  the  Alex- 
dufted  Pharaab'*s63,Vi!^'  andrian€tirQmdt^Myrriaa,Jo' 
f  the  river-fide,  and  in-  fepbus  adds  (i  1)  fome  other  cir- 
her  with  fuch  fentiments  cumftances,  which,  as  they  fa- 
ir, that  (he  adopted  hini  vour  too  much  of  the  fabulous 
T  (on.  He  calls  that  7f<i«;^  leaven  to  deferve  fartlher 
fs  Thermutbis ;  and,  after  notice,  the  reader  may  fee  in 
Epiphaniui  in  Panario,  the  place  above-quQted. 

Jp*  Eufeb.  frap.  lib,  ix.  <•  4.  (11)  Ant,  Uf»  (i(a(* 
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Providence,  which  conduced  all  this  fceneifi 

^r9aght  i^into  her  heart  to  have  htm  educat^^l  as  her  own  fob, 

h  Pha-    into  youn^  Miriam*s  thoughts,  to  approach  the  prjoc 

watki's       and  to  omt  herfelf  to  fetch  her  an  iMrtw  nurfe  to^ 

dm^hter.  him.    She  flew  with  all  imaginable  jojr  to  caU  the  moi 

ful  y$cb^d^  who  came  and  received  the  dear  in&nti 

the  nands  of  the  princefs,  and  with  him  an  exprefsoi 

to  take  the  fame  care  of  him,  as  if  he  were  her  a 

At  the  fame  time  ihe  told  her,  that,  as  fhe  did  notlu 

the  boy's  name,  Ibe  would  give  him  that  of  Mofny  b 

flie  had  drawn  him  out  of  the  water  (M)  y  and,  bavio|| 

mkA  her  an  ample  reward  for  her  care  of  him,  tbej 

ful  mother  went  home,  to  impart  to  her  huiband  tbes 

of  this  happy  accident  P. 

This  fignal  care  of  Providence  failed  not  toroaked 
look  upon  M^fis  as  a  child  defigned  for  fome  g|b 
purpofc,  and  to  give  him  an  education  fuitable  tt 
idea  they  had  conceived  of  him  whilft  he  ftaiJ  < 
them*  They  brought  him  in  due  time  to  Phffi 
dau^ter,  who  adopted  him  for  her  fon,  and  had 
jg^^^^^^  brought  up  in  all  the  kinds  of  learning  which  that  c« 
f^^         WAS  lamous  for  9  (N}.    However,  it  is  reafonaUett 

*  Exod.  ii.  per  tot.         «  kSu  vii.  22. 


(M}  Mefes  is  here  thought 
to  have  hebratzed  his  name,  in 
order  to  expre(s  the  fenfe  of  the 
Mgyftian  one,  which  had  been 
^iven  him  by  Fbaraoh^s  daugh- 
ter (i  2)  .The  word  ffir^y  or  mou,  in 
the  Egyftian  tongue,  according 
tojofefhus  (13),  fignifies  nuater ; 

idi  and  (o  Mo'jfes  one  preferved 
out  of  the  water ;  but  it  is  more 
likely,  that  the  word  Mo/eh  is 
derived  from  the  Htbrew  nuro 
maffkbt  which  iignifies  to  diraw 
out ;  and  is  tak^n  in  that  fenie 
by  the  p(almift»  i^.  xviii.  17. 
am  C3^DD  ^aU;0S  he  Jhail 
draw  mee$tt  of  nutiy  nuaters, 
.Wliich  verb  might  probably  be 


common  to  the  Heln 
Egyptian  tongues,  b 
found  and  fignification  < 
(N)  Clemens  AUxi 
tells  us  (15),  that  Ml 
taught  arithmetic,  gei 
phyfic,  muiic,  and  k 
phics,  otherwiie  called 
tical  philofbphy  :  Id 
Pbtlo  adds  (16)  aft 
which  he  learned  of  d 
deansy  and  the  Affjria 
6ters  from  the  J^^^ 
that  they  fent  for  the 
ilers  from  Clreece,  to 
him  in  all  liberal  aiCS 
ences ;  but  that  was  tt 
for  the  Egypt ianj^  who 
th^  reft,  of  the  worU  h 


(12)  Ubifup.  (13)  Vld^fup.  W.  j.^.  349,  (H).  {u 

Hfiawder  in  7oc,  Ft/let  in  Exod.  c,  ii.  qnaft,  17.  C'sJ  Clem*  JL 

(i6)  ?kik  in  vit.  Sf^s,  ^ 
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;  parents  had  {q  well  in(lru£);ed  him  in  their 
taken  fuch  care  to  let  him  know  both  what 
bore  to  him,  and  what  hopes  they  had  con- 
being  defigned  by  heaven  to  be  the  deliverer 
,  that  he  made  no  other  ufe  of  the  educa<^ 
le  princefs  gave  him,  than  to  confirm  him- 
I  more  againft  the  fuperftitions  and  i4olatry 
ans^  and  to  make  himfelf  fit  to  anfwer  thofe 
1  he  feemcd  defigned  by  Providence.   It  was 
>tive  which  made  him  fympathize  with  the 
rews^  and  prefer  the  reproachful  and  defpifed 
diie  to  all  the  pomp  and  glory  of  Pharaoh*s 
72l%  this  generqus  love  to  his  people,  which 
iture  to  vifit  and  commiferate  them ;  and, 
in  his  power,  to  relieve  them  from  their 
preflion,  though  at  the  hazard  of  his  own 
zing  obferved,  one  day,  an  Egyptian  ufing 
ith  fome  uncommon  barbarity,  being  per- 
hofe  cruel  tafk-mafters  whom  Pharaoh  had 
^ewijh  ones,  and  who  ufed  to  punifh  them 
:  default  of  thofe  that  were  under '  their  in- 
fes  was  fo  exafperated  at  it,  that  he  had  only 
^h  to  look  about,  and,  feeing  nobody  near, 
I,    killed  him,    and   buried  his  carcafe  in  He iills an 
vhat  Jofephu^  tells  us  *  be  true,  that  he  had  Egyptian, 
ne  been  at  the  head  of  Pharaoh^s  troops, 
eral  fuccefsful  campaigns  agamft  the  Ethio^ 
d  ravaged  and  plundered  fome  provinces  of 
T  need  not  woiider  at  his  martial   fpirit 

(hewing 

)r.  xi,  24,  &c.        •  Ant.  lib.  ii.  c.  10. 

■ 

fen^  for  ma-  querift  to  what  hath  been  faid 

p,  which  rather  in  a  former  chapter  (17). 

Egyptian  teach-  (O)  Jofephus  has  given  us  a 

Kvhen  Mofe^  is  long  detail  of  ieveral  remarka* 

:n  inftru^cd  in  blc  particulars  of  Mofes\  life, 

^^  ^ZyP*^   ^t  during  the  forty  years  he  abode 

Jiat  he  nad  the  in  Egypt ;  but,  as  they  are  nei- 

med  education  ther  mentioned^'  nor  feem  at 

prld  could  then  all  countenanced,  in  the  text, 

h^  aiked,  how  and  are  befides  fraught  with 

ae  by  all  thofe  Jenuijh  legends,  and  lurprifing 

only  refer  the  miracles,  Ht^ly  fora  Je^ijh 

(fiem,  A(ex0ttdr»  firm,  /•  i,  ^  a(.  Eujeb,  frap.  /.  'vl* 

jpreed| 
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(hewing  Itfelf  upon  fuch  an  occafion  :  but  as  we  are  not 
Aire,  that  what  this  hiftorian  fays  is  really  faS,  feeifig 
Philo^  who  hath  purpofely  wrote  Mofe5*s  life^  and  had  ai 
.great  opportunities  of  being  informed  of  all  the  particulqs 
of  it,  as  yofephus  had,  is  altogether  illent  about  it ;  and 
Mofis  himfelr  is  fo  far  from  mentioning  any  fuch  warlib 
prowefs,  that  he  rather  defcribes  himfelf  as  a  man  of  die 
utmofl:  meeknefs  and  patience  ;  we  fhall  be  forced  to  kf- 
pofe,  that  he  was  ftirred  up  to  this  deed  by  fome  divyy 
impulfe,  as  being  the  perfon  chofen  by  heaven  to  be  tif 
deliverer  of  IfraeL  This  feems  to  be  hinted  at  by  % 
Stephen  %  and  we  may  probably  fuppofe,  that  the  \imj 
done  to  the  Hebrew  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  it  eidxr 
deferved  death,  or  could  not  be  prevented,  but  by  kiUiiff 
of  the  Egyptian.  However  that  be,  Mofes  was  not  j 
fafe  as  he  thought ;  for,  endeavouring  foon  after  to  coi|r 
pofe  a  difference  between  two  Hebrews y  whofe  cruel  fr 
very  could  not  hinder  them  from  injuring  one  another, 
the  moft  guilty  of  the  two,  upbraiding  him  with  the  mur- 
der, afked  him.  Whether  he  deli^ned  to  kill  him,  asiio 
bad  done  the  Egyptian  (P)  ?  Finding  therefore  that  tin 

t  Ads  vU.  2j» 
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creed,  we  {hall  refer  oiu-  reader 
to  the  book  itfelf,  which  is  in 
every -body  ^  hands  (17).  Only, 
from  what  he  relates  of  Mofes* % 
vail  fuccefs  againil  the  Etbio^ 
fiansj  his  firatagem  to  deftroy 
the  firy  fetpents,  and  to  condudi 
Pharaoh* %  army  through  a  long 
;(nd  wild  defert,  and  other  fuch 
furprifing  events,  if  they  were 
really  done  by  him,  we  may 
venture  to  infer,  that  there 
were  three  principal  motives 
why  'Pharaoh  and  his  people 
(ought  Mofes\  death  ;  namely, 

1 .  Their  envy  at  his  great  fuc- 
cefsj^  and  confummate  wifdom, 
in    this    warlike    expedition. 

2.  Their  jcaloufy,  left  he 
ihould  attempt  to  make  fome 


(17J  Bee  before ^  W.  ii./.  494,  V  feqf,] 
(19)  ^  Tim.  iiL  8. 


dangerous  infurredion  in  tfff^ 
And,  ladly,  the  propiMOB 
which  that  country  was  thrcfr 
ened  with  from  an  Hdfrm, 
To  which  Pbilo  (18)  iddii 
fourth,  namely,  his  being  M 
great  a  friend  and  fiivouier  i 
the  HebretvSy  whom  Fbmak 
already  looked  upon  as  Vi 
moft  dangerous  enemies. 

(P)  A  Jefurt,  who  has  latdf 
written  the  hiftory  of  chepcflfli 
of  God,  thinks  it  highlj|K*- 
bable,  that  theie  two  cpm 
ing  Hehretvs  were  that  Jtm» 
and  Jambres,  mentioned  bytbe 
apolUe  (19)  to  havewidubd 
Mofes^  be^ufe  they  would  not 
acknowlege  him  to  have  bea 
a  proper  judge  of  their  quarid 


(18^  Pbilo  rn  vie.  Mifh 
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ivas  known,  and  fearing  the  effefts  of  PharaoVs  rt-and  is 

nent,  he  was  forced  to  fly  into  the  land  of  Midlan  \  forced  /# 

laring  to  rely  too  much  upon  the  proteflion ,  of  hxsfly  into 

tive  mother.     It  is  fuppofed  however,    that  he  hadM*^i^D- 

:  ufe  of  that  princefs's   intereft  long  before,  to  get  Year  of 

bloody  edidl  againft  the  Hebrew  male  children  re-  ^"^  "^^ 

d,  fince  the  fequel  of  the  hiftory  fhews,   that  that  ^"7- 

r  had  not  been  put  in  force  for  fume  time.     It  was      *       '* 

I "  2 1 

for  him,  however,  he  left  Egypt  fo  foon  ;  for  the  tJJJ^ 
;  of  the  flain  Egyptian  was  brought  to  the  king,  and 
II  likelihood  aggravated  with  the  blackeft  circum- 
:cs  by  the  jealous  courtiers ;  fo  that,  had  he  not  made 
oflible  hafte  to  get  out  of  his  reach,  and  already  paiTed 
thofe  great  deferts  that  lay  between  Egypt  and  Mi- 
( Q_),  and  fafely  got  near  hofpitable  Jethro*s  habi- 
n,  he  would  infallibly  have  been  put  to  death.  At 
rrival  in  that  country  he  met  with  much  fuch  another 
nture  as  Jacob  had  in  Padan-haran  *,  at  the  well 
her  the  damfels  ufed  to  come  to  water  their  flocks  : 

•  Gen.  xxix.  9. 

gh  G«D  had  made  him  not   follow  him  throughout, 

jdge  of  all  his  people  (20^  (Q,)  We  muft  take  care  to 

t  induced  him  to  think  fo  diflinguiih   this  land  of  Mi- 

at  their  names  are  Hebrew  diariy  of  which  an  account  has 

;    for  which  reafon    he  been  already  given  (22),  from 

:s,  that  they  could  not  be  another  of  that  name,  whofe 

Egyptian  magicians,  whom  chief  city  was  alfo  called  Mi- 

'aoh  made  ule  of  in  oppoii-  dian^  and  might  be  a  cobny 

to  Mo/es  :  but,  in  order  to  of  the  other,  which  was  flta- 

5  thcfe  names  Hebrew,  he  ate  by  jfmon  and  Areopolisy  ac- 
,  with  fome  Jewsy  call  cording  to  St.  Jeroniy  who  tells 
L  Jocbanan  and  Mambri^  or  us,  the  ruins  of  it  were  dill  to 
lb  2xAJambri  (21);  but  be  feen  in  his  days  (23); 
hall  Ihew,  in  the  fequel  of  whereas  this,  v/hv^Mo/es  went 

hiftory,    that    thefe  two  to,    was    in  Arabia  Petrtea^ 

,  let  their  r^ht  names  be  whofe  metropolis   was  called 

t  they  will,  were  the  magi-  Petra,    not  far  from  mount 

I,  who  mimicked  feveral  of  Horeb,  where  he  kept  Jetbro\ 

Ef'smiracles,tho' they  could  flocks  (24). 

))  Berruw  hifioir,  du  f  tuple  de  DieUy  torn,  ii.  p.  2^.  (x\)  Buxtorf 

eaiwnidtc»     Fabric,  de  apocrypb,  Vet^  Tefi^         C'^'i)  Fid.  [up,  <voL  ii.  p. 

6  fe^j.    See  alfo  vol.  h.P.  s^i,&  feq^,  fz^J  Hieran*  loc* 
tic,                   (24J  Exod.  iii.  i. 

I 
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an  account  of  which,  and  of  his  forty  years  abode  there, 
has  been  given  in  the  hiftory  of  the  MidianiUs  s. 

How  he  fpent  his  time  in  thofe  forty  years  retirementi 
fave  that  he  kept  Jethro^s  flocks,    is  what  he  has  not 
thought  fit  to  acquaint  us  with.   Thofe  vrho  fuppofe,  thit 
he  wrote  the  book  of  Job  during  this  interval,  have  ceiw. 
tainly  this  ftrong  argument  on  their  fide,  that  it  appem 
to  have  been  written   before  the  deliverance  of  the  Ijf§^ 
elites  out  of  Egypt  j  otherwife  it  were  abfurd  to  fuppofe^ 
that  either  yob^  or  his  friends,  confidering  w^hat  kindrot 
and  -country  they  were  of,  could  be  either  fo  ignorant  o£ 
the  wonders,  which  God  had  wrought  in  favour  of  tint 
oppreiTed  people,  or  fo  forgetful  of  them^  as  not  to  faafB 
urged  them  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  during  their  long  ini 
intricate   controverfy  about  the  various  difpenfations  of 
providence.  And  indeed,  were  not  Job  fo  often  meutionerf 
by  Ezekiel  ^,   with  Noah  and  Daniel^    much   might  fe 
faid  for  thofe  who  look  upon  this  hiftory  as  a  parable,  or 
rather  a  dramatic  piece,  written  on  purpofc  to  comfort 
the  afflifled  Ifraelites  under  their  heavy  bondage.    M 
the  words  of  the  prophet  will  not  admit  of  fucb  a  k^ 
pofition. 

We  have  formerly  promifed  in  the  hiftory  of  Edca'^ 
to  give  fome  account  of  the  genealogy  of  this  holy  man,airf 
of  the  author  of  his  hiftory  ;  and,  as  fome  of  oarrcMtor 
have  fince  expreflcd  a  defire  to  know  all  the  probable /»^ 
ticulars  that  can  be  gathered  on  that  fubject,  weMktJ 
leave  to  fubjoin  them  here  in  few  words. 
Jl  dtgref-      The  moft  antient  monument  we  have  concerning tliJ 
fan  con-    genealogy  of  Job^  and  which  has  been  received  and  i- 
ulng  Job.  lowed  by  AriJtcaSy  Philo^  Polyhijior  w,  and  feveral  antbt 
fathers  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  church  *,  is  an  adiiinoflo 
that  hiftory,  which  is  to  be  met  with  at  the  enJof  tk 
Greeky  Arabic^  and  Vulgate  \cx{\oiiSj  and  affirmed  toba« 
been  taken  from  the  antient  Syriac  one,  to  this  purpotj 
That  Job  dwelt  upon  the  confines  of  Idumea  andirtfitfi 
that  his  fifft  name  was  Jobab\  and  that  he  marrioi* 
Arabian y  by  whom  he  had  a  fon  named  Ennon,    As^f 
Job^  he  was  the  fon  of  Zarah^  and  the  fifth  in  defc* 
irom  Abraham  by  Efauy   and  reigned  in  Iduma*  ^ 


•  Exod.  ii.  pair.  Vid.  fup.  vol.  li.  p.  153,  &  ^ 
«  Ezek.  xiv.  pafT.  "  Gen.  xxxvi.  p.  tot.  Vid.  fup.  foi-j 
p.  1 70.  ^^  Apud  EusEB.  praep.  1.  ix.  c.  25.         *V* 

f  RED.  Spanueim.  in  vit.  Job.  c.  iv.  Mercer.  Pineda,DiW. 
de  Stunica,  &  al.  cotory^  in  Job. 

order 


^yin 


c 
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order  of  the  kings  that  reigned  before  and  sifter  him,  is 
as  follows  :  Bake  the  fon  of  Bew-  reigned  in  the  city  oi 
Dmahah  ;  after  him  reigned  Jah^  called  alfo  Johab  j  who 
ivas  fucceeded  by  Afom^  prince  of  Timan ;  his  fucceffor 
Aiad^  the  fon  of  Barad,  was  he  who  overthrew  the  Mi- 
dianitii  in  the  plains  of  Moab  ;  the  name  of  his  city  was 
yetbem,  Job^^  friends,  who  came  to  vifit  hira,  were 
ElifbaZj  king  of  Temau,  of  Efau^s  pofterity  ;  BiUad^ 
king  of  the  Zeucheans  \  and  Zophazy  king  of  the  Mineam. 
Thus  far  the  additions,  which  have  been  preferved  by 
Tbeodetion,  in  his  verfion  of  the  book  of  Job  y.  If  this 
genealogy  be  admitted,  and  that  Job  is  the  fame  with 
Jobab^  mentioned  in  Genejis  ^  and  Chronicles  «,  it  will 
follow,  that  he  and  Mofes  were  cotemporary,  being  both 
btit  three  generations  removed  from  Ifaac^  thus  i 


Ifaac^ 


% 


Jacobs  EJau^ 

Levi^  Keuel^ 

Amram^  Zerah^ 

Mofes  t  Jobab  or  Job* 

It  will  likewife  be  plain,  that  he  reigned  in  the  city  of 
Denaba  or  Dinhahah  ;  for  fo  the  author  of  the  firft  book 
of  the  Chronicles  exprefly  affirms  ^  (A).  Thofe  who  cm- 
brace  the  notion  that  Job  is  the  Jobab  mentioned  in  thofe 

y  Vid.  Calm,  diiiert.  in  Job.  '  Gen.xxxvi.  %z» 

*  I  CJiron.  i.  43,  44..  ^  ibid. 

(A)  But  how  to  find  fuch  a  not  eafy  to  'reconcile  by  any 

city  in  the  land  of  Ux^  feeing  other  way,  but  by  fuppofing 

Eufebius  and  St.  Jerom  place  that  tradition  to  have  been  ill* 

Dinabah  in  the  lard  of  Moab^  founded  ;  which  is  hx  froni 

between  AreopoUs  and  Hejhbon  improbable,   confidering    th« 

(i),  whereas  they  affirm  the  fondnefs  people  had  for  fadi 

land  of  V«9  or  the  place  where  eminent  places,  and  the  confbinC 

Job  dwelt,  to  have  been,  ac*  flufluation,  which  the  bounda* 

cording  ^  the  antient  tradition  lies  of  thofe  places  were  liable 

of  the  inhabitants  of  faUfiine^  to,    and  of  which  we   havc^ 

the  city  of  Afiaroth  Kemaim,  given  many  fignal  inflances  in 

on  the  other  fide  Jordan^  upon  our  geography  of  tho&  coun- 

the  brook  JaaBoA,  l>etween  tries. 
i^ianaim  and  Edrai  (2},  is 
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two  places  of  Scripture  above  quoted,'  zod  conleqQentl)r,  lim 
that  he  was  cotemporary  with  Mofesy  have  withnuicli  \m\ 
ftraining  pumped  out  two  paiTages  in  his  hiftojy^  whid^  L^( 
they  pretend,  i^ake  exprefs  mention  of  Pbarmi  prifc  b^ 
ana  overthrow,  and  of  the  Ifraelites  paffing  througji  tk  Uoot 
Red  Sea,  The  iicft  is,  where  Eiiphaz  fays  of  tbewickd,  Ug^^j 
that  trouble  and  anguifi)  Jhall  make  him  afraid^  anifrni  mkd 
againjl  h'lm^  as  a  king  ready  to  battle^:  which  fttt  pf]l)e 
they  apply  to  Pharaoh* %  pride,  and  hardnefs  of  best; 
though  'tis  plain,  by  what  goes  before  and  after  thofetn 
verfes,  that  ^^^'s  friend  fpeaks  only  of  the  wicked  ■ 
general,  fuch  as  he  fuppofed  him  to  be  from  theaffiffiw 
which  had  befallen  him.  The  other  text  b,  where  % 
fays,  that  God  divideth  the  fea  with  his  pmtfy  mil 
bis  underjlanding  fmiieth  through  the  proud  f.  And  tft 
they  think  to  allude  to  the  paffing  of  the  Red  StOj  vii 
Pharaoh*s  overthrow  in  it.  But  here,  befides  tbttb 
word  in  the  original  doth  more  properly  fignify  to  jB 
than  to  divide^  it  is  plain  from  the  tenor  of  the  im 
chapter,  that  Job  fpeaks  only  of  the  wonderful  pw« 
and  providence  of  God  in  general,  and  not  of  thismiodl 
in  particular,  fiefides,  it  is  hardly  probable,  as  fie  ok> 
fcrved  a  little  before,  that,  had  this  conference  betwes 
yob  and  his  friends  happened  after  fo  remarkable  a  ti* 
verance  as  that  of  the  Ifraelites^  a  more  ample  and  eipn 
mention  fhould  not  have  been  made  throughout  them 
than  we  find  in  thefe  two  obfcure  paiTages ;  efpeciall|[i 
we  confider,  that  Job*%  defire  of  vindicating  bis  ownfr 
tegrity  did  naturally  lead  him  to  it ;  and  that  the  li* 
flions,  as  well  as  the  deliverance  of  the  Ifratltitiy  f* 
a  full  confutation  of  what  his  friends  alleged  againiM^ 
that  if  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  fomc  great  crimes,  G«l 
would  never  have  inflifted  fuch  heavy  punilhmenis  • 
him  g.  Neither  do  we  fee  any  neccffity  for  inakioR  F 
.  to  have  lived  fmce  this  miraculous  deliverance  of  nrf 
raelitesy  in  order  to  adjuft  the  genealogy  above-mefltt*v 
fmce  it  will  be  fufficient  to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  b0^ 
rations,  on  Efau's  fide;  were,  by  fome  few  years,  Iwj 
than  thofe  on  Jacob's  j  which  h  not  at  all  imprf* 
feeing  the  latter  were  remarkable  for  their  longliresj* 
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then  it  will  be  poffible  enough  for  Job  to  have  fc»  •  I  kod 
end  of  all  his  fufferings,  before  Mofes  left  the  land  rf  i*  I  Jfa 
dian  ;  in  which  cafe  he,  being  juftly  fuppofed  ft''*"  I  ^ 

*  Job  XV.  24,  25.  *■  Ibid.  xxvi.  12.  '  Seep 


licolarly  chap,  xxii.'  1 5,  &  alib.  p a£  '  ' 
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[.    front  ibeir  Egyptian  Bondage^  &c;  ^3^ 

itient  writer,  he  Ins  been  likewife  thought  the  au- 
his  hiftory,  by  the  majority  of  learned  men.  That 
tic  genius  was  equal  to  this  excellent  perfotmance^ 
tvi  canticles, which  he  has  left  us  in  the  Peniauuch^ 
't  permit  U8>  to  doubt  of  ^  However^  there  is  one 
bje£tion  againft  this  notion^  which  is,  that  \£  Jobab 
fame  with  Job,  and  he  cotemporary  with  Mofes^ 
be  impoffible  for  the  latter  to  have  outlived  him 
xiany  years,  as  to  be  able  to  give  us  an  account  of 
tb,  and  of  his  numerous  pofterity  ;  fot  it  is  faid 
'ib  lived  an  hundred  and  forty  years  after  bis  fufFer- 
'ere  ended,  and  that  he  faw  his  fons  children  to 
trth  generation  ;  whereas  Mofes  lived  but  forty 
n  the  land  of  Midian^  and  forty  more  after  he 
me  out  of  it.  This  difficulty  therefore  cannot  be 
id,  but  by  fuppofing,  that  the  three  or  four  kit 
of  the  book  were  added  afterwards  by  fome  ihfpired 
J  in  order  to  make  the  hiftory  complete ;  in  the 
manner  s»  Jofl)ua^  or  fome  other,  added  the  ac* 
of  Mdf€5*s  death  and  burial  at  the  end  of  Detaera^ 
but  how  far  this  fuppofition  may  be  allowed,  we 
'.  to  fubmit  to  our  reader's  judgment  (S)% 

We 
•  See  before,  p.  193. 

Before  we  clofe  this  di-  the  liyelincfs  and  energy  of 

\j    we  ihall  beg  leave  expreffion,  the  grandeur  of  its 

bmething  of  the  book  imagery^  and  variety  of  cha- 

Though  fome  learned  radlers ;  though  the  metre  and 

ive  thought  it  to  have  cadence    of  it  be  altogether 

ritten  originally  in^jrr/iir  loofe  and  unconfined.     Thofe 

i/ir,  either  by  Job  him-  who  have  been  moft  convcrfant 

r  by  one  of  his  friends  in  it^  will  readily  allow,  that 

'et  it  b  now  univerfally  antiquity   cannot    produce    a 

d  to  have  been  written  more  lofty  and  magnificent,  a 

rew.     What  has  given  more  fl6rid,  eloquent,  pathe- 

}  the  former  notiofi,  is  tic,  and  learned  performance, 

ig  fo  blended  with  -Sy^  whoever  the  author  of  k  was. 

ind  Arabic    exprefHons  A  bold  critic,  indeed  (3},  has 

oms,  as  makes  it  ytry  not  fcrupled  to  tax  him  with 

t  to  be  rightly  under •»  omenta tion,  and  ^ivith  making  a 

■2).  .    It  is  jdlly  fupr  vain  fhew  of  pro6tte  learnings 

to  be  written  in  verfe^  and  poetic  fidUon,-  andforpuc- 

he  loftine6  of  the  f^yle,  ting  fuch   expreffions  in   the 

limeneis  of  the  thoughts  j  mouth  of  that  holy  man,  as 

n(L  Calm,  dijr,  in  Job.        fz)  Hierm,  frafat^  in  Jnh,      (3)  Tbeod; 
'.  Vid,  Synod,  V,  Qecum*  collat,  iv.  art,  03. 

..III.  A  a  titi 


1^4  ^^^  Hifiery  of  the  |€ws 

Wb  return  now  to  our  Jewijh  lawgiver  in  the 

Midiarty  whom  we  may  reafenably  (tippofe  to  ha 

fuch  convincifljg  rea(bns  to  look  upon  himfelf  as 

lixerer  of  that  mx&tA  people,  that  he  could  not  h 

many  anxious  thoughts  about  them  during  that  h 

terva)»  and  think  the  time  long,  till  he  faw  that  { 

promifed  deliverance  happily  fulfilled.    But  this  loflj 

feems  rather  to  have  made  him  conceive  qiute  other  ii 

as  if  God  had  either  made  choice  of  fome  other 

ment  to  work  out  their  deliverance,  or  had  been  pn 

by  their  fins  to  fufpend  it  for   fome  longer  time 

Cod  ap'  when  <Sod  was  pleafed  to  appear  to  him  at  the  < 

femrs  to    foity  years,  in  ai  burning  bu(h,  upoii  mount  Hireh^  \ 

Mm  in  ibt\A%  own  voice,  as  well  as  by  the  miracle  of  the  bit 

burning     having  One  leaf  confumed,  tho* all  over  in  a  brightflam 

^.         to  allure  him  that  he  was  the  God  of  jthrabantj  Ifatu 


are  not  only  incompatible  widi  Jews  have  added kvtxA\ 

jhis  charader,  but  even  of  a  culars  to  the  htftoiy  of 

dangerous  nature^  being,  in  his  fudi  as  that  he  was  a  kin 

opinion,    more  fitted  to  cor-  higfa-prieft  in  Idumta^  m 

r^iptjt  than  to  edify,  bb  read-  he  had  married  Dinah^J^ 

ders.     But  it  is  certain,  that  daughter  (4)  ;whiclilatn 

that  learned  author  was  only  hardly  be  credited,  anle6 

acquainted    with    the   Greek  fuppofe  him  to  have  ^eei 

verfion  of  it,  which  abounds,  much  older  date  than  U^ 

ft  muft  be  owned,  with  expref-  The  eaflems,    efpcdaH/  I 

ioTis  that  allude  too  much  to  AraUansy  have  veiymadii 

the  fables  and  fidions  of  the  proved  upon  them,  wA 

poet<i.    Had  he  been  acquaint-  to  cuftom ;  but  we  soed  I 

ed  with  the  original,  he  would  trouble  our  readers witk  ife 

tafily  have  acquitted  it  of  fuch  ther  detail  of  them :  tlioi  d 

an  unjuft  imputation,   fiefides,  are  defirous  to  be  infenM^ 

it  muft  be  remembered,  that  that  particular,  ma;  chM 

the  eaftern  nations  had  a  much  Herbeloth  bihUolbica  ^^ 

more  lively,  ftrong,  and  paf-  Hs  (5). 

iionate  way  of  expreffii^  their  (R)  The  time  whtt4«J| 

thoughts  than  we  ;  fo,  that  it  fton  was   feen  by  Vbjfh  ^ 

n  iMpoffible  to  come  at  their  Stephen    (6)     tells   «»  * 

true  meaning,  or  to  make  a  about   forty  years  ift^/ 

fight  judgment  of  thofe  hyper*  flight  out  of  Eg;^y  tltft  JH' 

fcSical   expre£k>ns,     without  the  eightieth  year  of  1»  i|f 

lowering  them  very  much  from  for  fo  old  he  was,  lAo^ 

their  literal  figdifiaition.   The  came  and  ifaiod  fa^  " 

(4;)  CUU^  tewrit'  Maim^  mere  nexncb.  &  ai,  U)  MHifi^ 
irt,  jlJMk.                (6)  jSas  Til.  2S. 

m 


evil,   from ibeir Eg^m Bondage^  &c. 

yacoh^  that  fpoke  to  him,  and  commanded  him  to  ^o  into 
Egypt ^  and  to  execute  his  defigns  there ;  Mofes  did  not 
leave  one  plea  untried  to  be  excufed  from  the  difficult  tafk, 
whilft  God  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  difpel  all  his  fears, 
to  clear  a)l  his  doubts,  and  to  give  him  fuch  promifes  of 
bis  miraculous  affiftance,  as  would  have  emboldened  the 
moft  fearful,  v4iich  was  not  Mofes^s  cafe. 

Thb  divine  vifion  (S)  began  with  telling  him,  that  the 
afiidions^  under  which  the  IJraelites  groaned,  were  grown 

to 


Z55^ 


TMh  (40) ;  and  it  was  in  the 
fcrtieth  year  of  his  age,  that« 
going  to  vifit  his  brethreDy  he 
committed  the  fadt  which  ob* 
liged  him  to  fly  the  kingdom, 
and  to  go  ab  aula  ad  caulam^ 
from  the  court  to  the  cart.  It 
was  in  this  retirement  that  he 
is  fappofed  to  have  written  the 
books  of  Job  and  Genefii^  for 
%  comfort  to  his  a£[lid[ed  bre- 
thren (41}. 

(S)  We  need  not  repeat  here 
what  has  been  faid  before, 
Itfaout  thefe  apparitions,  whe- 
ther they  were  angels  (peaking 
In  the  perfon  of  God,  which 
we  think  we  have  fufliciently 
confuted,  or  God  himfelf^  or, 
91$  the  moft  received  opinion  is, 
Christ  the  Son  of  God. 
AU  that  need  be  added  here  is, 
that  this,  who  appears  now  in 
the  bufh,  is  the  fame  who  was 
afterwards  to  be  the  captain 
and  guide  of  the  IJraelites  in 
the  defert  ;  that  is,  not  an 
angel,  or  God  the  Father, 
but  Christ  himfelf,  as  St* 
Paul  affirms  C42)  ;  for  nei- 
ther the  Father  nor  Holy 
Ghost    are    ever  called  by 


the  name  of  angel,  /.  /.  amef- 
feogpr,  or  perfon  ient ;  where^ 
as  the  Son  is  called  the  angel 
rfthi  covenant  by  the  prophet 
Matachi  (43),  as  a  title  0/  his 
office,  though  not  of  his  na- 
ture (44).  As  for  thofe  who 
think,  not  only  that  it  was  an 
angel  (45],  bat  pretend  to 
guefs,  that  it  was  Michael 
that  appeared  here,  as  he  did 
afterwards  to  Jofiua  (46),  and 
to  Daniel  (47)  5  it  is  {^ain^ 
their  cooje^ure  is  not  only 
contrary  to  what  we  have  quo^ 
ted  out  of  the  apofUe,  but  even 
abfurd,  if  not  impious.  For 
can  they  prove,  that  Michael 
was  a  created  angel,  feeing 
that  name  iigniiies  one  like 
unto  God,  andean  only  be  ap- 
plicable toCHRisT?  Can  a  ere* 
ated  angel  be  dyled  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Lord^s  hofts,  as  he 
is  called  in  Jo/hua^  or  the 
prince  of  the  people  of  God, 
as  he  is  in  Daniel  i  which  of- 
fice and  title,  the  apoftle  tells 
us  (48),belong5only  toCHRisT, 
who  is  the  Captain  or  Prince 
ofourfalvatioA?  Did  ever  any 
angel  fuiFer  himfelf  to  be  wor^ 


^40)  Exod,  vii.  7.  (41;  Perm,  ex  Pbilon.  yilkt,  6f  at,  (42^ 

1  Cor,  X.  4.  (43)  Malacb,  ill.  I.        (^)  Tbiod*r,  Ofiand,  Stmler,  ^ 

0I,  {45^  Aug,  dt  Trinit,  lib,  filV.  11.  Sf  traRat,  3.  in  Joban,  n^  17. 

sS.     Hierott,  ep^,  ad  Galat,  i&,    C^*  moraU  UL  xxviii.  c.  I.  ^46) 

Jofi,  y.paff.  (47J  Den,  X»  f^*  (4^^  ^Ar.  ^  lo. 

A  a  a  {tk1$^y 
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Commands  to  (uch  an  height,  and  the  -cruelties  of  their  enemies  lo 

bim  to  re-  enormous,  that  the  time  was  now  come,  both  for  that 

turn  to      deliverance,  and  for  their  receiving  that  happy  promrU 

Egypt  p     land,  as  a  recompence  for  their  long  patience  and  fufe- 

ings;  biddirTg  him  at  the    fame  time    go    to  Phmiy 

and    in   his  name  demand  their  difmiilion  ;  and  afTnriog 

him,  that  thofe  who  fought  his  life,  were  now  all  dd^ 

and   that    he    had   nothing  to  fear  from  the  Egjfiau 

Mofes  at  iirft  made  feveral  weak  excufes,.and  at  hSok* 

jefted,  that  he  very  much  doubted  whether  the  IfrA 

had  not  fo  far  forgot  the  God  of  their  fathers,  that,  vta 

he  came  to  acquaint  them  with  his  commiffion  from  In^ 

they  would  be  apt  to  aflc  what  his  name  was;  iniMi 

cafe  he  would  be  at  a  lofs  what  anfwer  to  mftketotkol 

(T).     Here  GroD  was  pleafed  to  anfwer  a  queflioo,ivlMl 


th 


fhiped,  as  that  which  appear- 
ed to  Jojhua  did  ?  Suppofmg, 
therefore,  that  it  was  the  fame 
that  appeared  to  Mofesy  Jojhua^ 
zxid  Dante  If  zs  Ferrerius  t^atSas 
(49),  yet  it  will  be  far  from 
following,  that  he  was  a  Crea- 
ted angel^  or  zniniilring  fpirit ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  will  be 
plain,  that  it  was  Christ  the 
King  of  men  and  angels,  blef- 
fed  for  ever  (50). 

(T)  The  cabbalifllcal  Je^s, 
and,  after  them,  Jofephus  (51), 
and  fome  RomamJis{^z)y  think 
that  Mofes  did  not  aflt  for  the 
name  of  God,  but  for  the  true 
pronunciation  of  it,  which  they 
i3iy  had  been  loft  through  the 
wickednefs  of  mankind  :  for 
which  reafon  the  former  af- 
firm, that  the  word  uDby  ho- 
lam,  ufed  by  God  prefently  af- 
*^r  (53)^  being  written  with- 
out a  l  fvauy  fhould  not  be 
rendered  for  every  but  hid, 
from  the  root  Qby  halam,  to 


hide,  not  confidering,  tH  I 

that  was  the  cafe,  it  fhoaUll 

written  Diby  halm,is>^^^ 

gholam.      Upon  this  ac«j| 

the  name  r^lin^  is  by  all  i 

Jews  called  Jhem  baai^Ki^ 

the  unutterable  name,  m 

Jofephus,  in  the  place  jdif 

quoted,  fays,  was  never  laflj 

or  heard  of,  before  God  m 

it  to  Mofes  ;  and  adds,  dark 

dares  not  fo  much  «  i* 

tion  it :  for  which  rcai(>ntij 

never  pronounce  it,  bBtW 

words  Adonai  or  fAi«i  ' 

plainly  the  word^flA*»T 

name,  to  exprefs  it.  ThM 

their  letters  and  cominoD  * 

courfe,  inftead  of  iayiflgij* 

Lord  blefs or  proteftyWjW 

fay,  The  I^ame  ^^1^  Vt 

Not  but  their  high'pri«» 

pronounce  it7^'^*^ 
year,  on  the  d^y  of  ^?*JJ 
from  the  time  oiF  i\i^^ 
from  the  Bahyloniff^^ 
to  the  laft  deftruflio»** 


i 
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CA9)  P^^rer,  &  al. 
Ant.  lih»  ii.  r.  12. 
cV  Dieu,  t0mr  ii*  p*  ^6. 


fSc)  VilUt,  in  cap,  ffi.  Exod.  qasejl.  3^«      2 
(^z)  Genehrard,  Bellarmin,  Bgrnjtrkf''''T 
(53)  £Uf«/.ui.  IS, 


C.  VII.    from  their  Egyptian  Bondage^  &a 

he  had  formeily  refufed  to  Jacob  ^^  though  in  fuch  terms 
as  might  eafily  make  him  fenfible  of  the  irregularity  and 
-unreafonabienefs  of  it ;  for,  as  Jujiin  Martyr  rightly  ob- 

ferves, 
t  Gen;  xxxii.  29. 
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temple  ;  but  they  had  but  few 
difciples  near  them  that  could 
learn  its  pronf  unciation  i  and^ 
during  the  time  of  the  blefllng, 
in  which  this  name  was  re- 
peated, the  priefts  and  levites 
fung  louder  than  ordinary, 
that  hone  elfe  might  hear  it. 
But  even  then  they  were  far 
from  thinking  it  the  right  pro- 
nunciation of  the  Tetrogram- 
maton  ;  for  they  think,  that  any 
man  that  could  once  attain  it, 
might  (hake  heaven  and  earth 
widi  it,  work  the  greateft  mi- 
racles, and  dive  into  the  deep- 
ed fecrets  of  the  Deity  ;  upon 
which  account  the  Talmud  has 
]eft  a  moil  horrid  curfe  againft 
thofe  that  fhall  dare  to  utter 
it,  becaufe  they  think  the  an- 
gels themfelves  are  not  allowed 
to  pronounce  it. 

The  triith  is,  thofe  whd 
think  that^'^^^^;^  is  the  right, 
pronunciation,  are  far  enough 
from  being  fure  of  it.  It  is 
plain^^  that  the  antients  wrote 
it  very  differently  from  them. 
Sanchoniathon  fpclis  it  yevo 
(l)  ;  Diodofus  Siculus  (2), 
Macrobius  (3),  Clemens  of 
Alexandria  (4),  St,Jerom(^\ 
and  Origen  (6),  pronounced 
it  Jao,  The  Samaritans,  and, 
after  them,  Epiphantus  (7),' 
and  ^heodoret  [%),  Jave  or 
Jabe.     Others  of  •  the  antients 


write  it  Jahoh^  Javo^  Jaon; 
Jaho^  and  Jaho^.  Among 
the  moderns,  Cafellus  is  for 
pronouncing  it  Ja^o  ;  Drufius, 
Janje  y  Hottinger^  Jehva  ; 
Mercer^  Jehtrvah  ;  Cajlalio^ 
Jo'vah  ;  and  Le  Clerc,  ja^woh 
or  Janfoh,  Something  like 
thefe  the  Romans  had  in  their 
Jovis,  to  which  Farro  feems 
to  allude,  when  he  fays,  Deum 
Judaorum  ejfe  Jovem,  that 
Jo've  was  the  God  of  the  Je^ws^ 
as  St.AuJiin  alleges  out  of  him, 
in  the  firfl  book  of  his  defence 
of  the  gofpel,  c.  22.  The 
Moors  likewife  call  God  Juba^ 
or  Jubahy  and  the  Mohammed' 
ansf  Houy  which,  with  them, 
fjgnifics  the  fame  as  Jehonjah^ 
/'.  f ,  he  who  is ;  which  name 
they  write  at  the  beginning  of 
all  their  patents,  pafTes,  and 
the  like,  and  often  repeat  it 
in  their  prayers.  Sonie  of  their 
devotees  will  fome times  repeajj 
that  word  fo  often,  and  with 
fuch  quicknefs  and  vehemence, 
that  they  drop  down  with  gid- 
dinefs.  However,  it  is  plain,, 
that  the  four  letters,  of  which 
that  great  name  confills,.  may 
be  prbnouncedin all theabove- 
ihentioned  ways',  and  feveial 
Others,  according  to  the  vow^ 
els  that  are  joined  with  them. 
Thus  much  for  the  pronuncia- 
tion of  rmrr. 


(x)  Siancboniat»  ap.EuJeb.  pr^,  lib,  X.  c.  9.  ^a)  Diod^  Sic,  kibliath* 

lib.  ii.  (3^  Macrob,  Satjirnal.  iib.i.c.  18.  (■^)  CJem.  Alex, 

firomat,  lib,- v.  (5)  Hieroa,  or  fome  other  under  bit  name,  in  Pfai  viii. 

(6)  Orig,  contr.  Ceif,  lib,  vi,  (7 J  Epipb.baref.  40.  f8)   1'beodorct. 

tn  Exod.  quaji*  15.'  (^)  Herbelot  bibliotb,  orient.  p*/fio,  fub  voc 

fi*u,  &  /».  326,  fub  Efma,  ■ ) 

A  a  5  Ai 


j^y  fife  !^JI^  ef  the  Jewi  t.l 

term,  mam  uttjovta  only  to  Qtcw  the  diffeitnce  <if 
Ihifi^  {  vhereai  C^d  bdng  one,  and  there  being  none 

other 


At  to  tlie  uneriog  of  it,  t)e< 
fideiwhat  we  have  akcadTob' 
ftrred  out  «f  the  TalmmJ  and 
^tftfhm,  we  hive  ftUl  uibther 
wntoefi  of  the  y<K«t^ezceiSve 
ind  even  fa^riUtioDs  rcfpeft 
tat  that  woidi  «me.  fhik ) 
who  affinni  (10),  that  afm 
the  ftoning  of  the  blafphemer 
todeuhin  thewilderneb  (it), 
God  commanded  J&fii  to  pah- 
lilh  a  new  law,  that  •aibtfitvtr 
fituIdcHr/t  lb*'L(l%l>ffi«tlU 6* 
guilty  tfjtni  tmi  •who/ofvtr 
fieuU  printiaet  tb*  nemt  af 
God,  fittdi  htfKt  t»  Jtath  ; 
ffhich  is  the  veiion  which  the 
Sifiuagint  and  ^h*i4»rtf  have 
given  us  of  the  isthaod  i6th 
Tcries  of  the  above-qnotcd 
chapter  ]  whereas  in  the  ori- 
^nat  it  [is,  lahofatvtr  carjitb 
Vrb^  bit  God  w  godt,  fia!t 
liar  bit  evm  Jh  j  OMtl  -wbefi' 
rvtr  Jball  blaj^tmi  tht  nam* 
r/  mn',  thi  hay,D,Jball/urt- 
?j  iefut  tajio/b.  This  hw.coa- 
tinuei  Pbiio,  is  full  of  theprn- 

;  fbundeftwifdom.the  firfl  part  of 
which  forbids  the  curing  or 
blafpheming  the  felfe  gods  of 
(he  GeHiiltt ;  and  the  fecond, 
the  uttering  of  the  name  of 
God  in  a  vain  or  loofe  manner, 
,  ■ .  or  by  way  of  ornament  to  our 

'  foeech  ;  which  he  thinks  de- 
ferves  the  worft  of  punil>iments. 
But,  as  to  the  firfl  part  of  this 
bw,  according  to  P^'/D'scxpo- 

'  Jtion,    that  author  feems    to 

;  lucn  (wKM,  .■;that  ,  7rwM»* 


little  before  they  were  carritd 
into  the  Babyimifii  captivil}, 
that,  when  they  came  thiiha. 
they  (hould  no^  only  ffol: 
againlt  the  gods  of  Balylm, 
but  even  denoance  luin  jg) 
deIlru£\ion  againllchem  ill,)i 
being  no  gods  ;  and  chit 
in  their  native  Hiirtw,  vhA 
was  not  underilood  thrre,  ta 
in  plain  downright  CbalJa, 
the  language  of  that  cosdIi;, 
And  it  is  obfervablc,  thai  lb 
verfe  is  the  only  one  in  tb 
prophet,  that  is  written  in  lit 
Chaldee,  all  the  rell  beinji 
Hiirfw.  But,  to  return  ini 
this  digrefEon,  it  is  noteiji) 
determine,  whether  the  ftintf 
had  loil  the  right  proaiindiW 
of  the  name  ilH'  j  wlwito 
they  purpofely  conceded  il 
under  the  name  of  ^u!* 
LoRo,  or  whether  tVj^ 
make  ufe  of  that  Gr'ik^ 
at  all.  .For,  firft.  they  tfl^ 
not  but  be  fenfible,  ibu* 
word  .~l>n'  was  no  ni^ 
word,  as  Kvei^  or  LnwU* 
for  though  we  can  proptfljtli 
VLu flit  i^a,  KtiexS-  u'l;!,  fc 
(.  e.  my  Lokd,  oia-  Loao.B'' 
yet.'~iin>  has  never  aojfi*- 
noun  a£xed  to  it :  «lsw 
Etnhim  and  AJanai  hut,.* 
Eltbai,  EJobtai,  &c.  iiir  wlsd 
reafon  even  St.  Jercm 
to  render  it  by  Mam,  ^ 
Exodiu  vi,  ver.  3,  Erf  «« 
mium  Adonai  non  iniict^ 
where    it   ia    in    the  Hiim 


II.    from  tknrliiffplaxn  Mmlflie^  &c.  $S% 

but  hc^  there  needs  no  name  to  4tftfmiUb  Um  «• 
therefore  iaid  to  hiiHf  I  am  that  I  iiH}  and 

bid 
.  ■  Dial.  cent.  Tryph. 

•  #    •    * 

'  my  noMi  Jehovak  ntm  I  refemUance  to  die  four  l^ctcn 
nowm  to  ibim,  Thofe  of  r*^in%  and  yet  bad  a  found 
nsy  therefore^  wbicb  bave  fo  different  iirom  it^  that  tbey  - 
red  tbat  word  by  Domi-  would  never  lead  tbe  beatben 
IS  tbe  Vuig^tif  or  Loiu>,  reader  to  tbe  true  pronundatioa 
r  owOy  don't  feem  to  bave  of  it.  St.  Jerom  (13),  Origin 
en^attended  to  what  we  ^14),  and  Eu/ebius  (15),  alTure 
juK  now  obfenrcd ;  for  4is  tbat  tbey  bad  ieen  copies 
\  not  being  a  relative  of  tbe  Siftuagini,  written  in 
ouebtnot  to  bave  been  ibe  two  above-mentioned  waysi 
*rea  by  one  tbat  is  b^  and  that,  even  in  tbeir  time, 
French  G0ni«vaxx2S\SbiJboti9  tbe  Jrws  ilrove  to  write*  tbat 
ibly  after  tbeapooypbal    name,  as  often  as  it  occurred, 

of  Bartub,  wbicb  oies  in  tbe  old  Samaritan  letasrs  ; 
erm#<y^/a^ii|pforit(i2),    jtheir  Maibn  for  wbicb  was^ 

made  nie  of  tbe  woi^  left  tbat  venerable  name  fhoadd 
fm^,  tbe  Eternal  Being ;  be  abu&d  by  the  beatben  to 
:b  name,  in  tht  firft  place,  jUi  porpoies.  Tboagb  Origin 
>t  relative  {for  we  camiot  adds,  tbat  tbeie  precautions 
erJy  fay,  jM$n  Eterml,  did  not  prove  (b  effedual,  but 
r  Btirm/,  kc,) ;  and,  fe*  tbat  tbey  made  ufe  of  it  in 
ly^  exprefies  tbe  etymon  .tbeir  exordims,  in  tbeir  cbarms 
'ibovai  far  better  than  ag^nft  difeaies,  and  other  fu- 
i^y  Daminuj,  or  Loan,*  perfikious  rites  (i6).  And 
te  fiiall  (hew  hy^^vud-by*    CUnunt  ofAlatandria  informs 

fccondly,  it  is  very  jvo-  us  (17),  that  thofe  Egyptiant^ 
t^  that  jLhe  S^tnagint  left    who  were  allowed  to  enter  into 

as  well  as  ibme  other  .the  temple  of  tbe  fun,  did 
es  of  Gop,  fuch  as  Jah^  wear  tbe  nanM  of  J40U  about 
91,  Zabaotb^  &c.  ontranf-  their  middle.  We  find  like- 
1,  till  the  fecond  revifid  of    wife,    in   (bme  niagic  verfes 

verfion;  and  that -tbey  a^ioft tbe  gout,  mentioned  by 
»aled  the  true  reading  of  JralHany  the  names  Jat  .or 
H'  under  the  Samaritan  Jaatb.'  Something  like  this 
^B^rs  (as  being  lefs  under-  we  meet  with  in  Pytbagorai^ 
d  W  tke  reft  of  the  world  golden  veries,  where  there,  is 
i  iJjc  Be^rtw  or  Afyrian  an  oath  by  TvrfcutlB-y  /.  ^.'bf 
S'i^y,  or  under  the  GreeM  him  whom  whole  name  is  fyelt 
tdi!^  n  I  n  fi  which  bore  a    with  four  letters  (18);  as  alfo 

liJ  JKs/.  tk  itJ  Via,  z%i  &'4A'h,  f^    <    '  ( 13)  UUrm,  frafat,  in  lih, 
(fif^pi^/L  'VUrj  .   •:  .itfj  Oug.fi^lgm^m pilitogrgph*  Qr4tc,  Hb,  u, 

(15)  ZuUb,  incbrom(\  Mdmi,  474o«        (^Y  Or  if.  cent,  Celfum,  ^ 
i.  C17}  dim.  Ms(.ftr<mat,  Ub.  ▼.  t»«)  ^«^-  "^^'^  '^* 

Aa4  the 


^69  ' '^'^^'  ^^tb^SiJftiyi'^^^  i.t 

1>l(lhim  te\l:1iis  brethren,  tl^tl  am  had  fentUm  to  them} 
fliatbeSiM^the'Gobof-tbeirfftdiers,  of  j&rabami  Ifaat, 

and 

— 

jbhe  infcripMoq  Tu  es^  in  t)iat  ^(23).    It  is  lil^ewUe  more  dm 

Yimous  fro^tt^iece  of  the  tern-  probable,  that  Goo  choo&iia 

iple  of  Del^btfSf  mentioned  by  exprefs  himfelf  in  the  fu^ 

Eu/ehius  (19],  which 'alludes  tenfe,  to  (hew  diat  he  is  tl^ 


II 

b 

F 

P 
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to  the  Hebrew  name  of  Qod.  Only  Being  that  can  tmtf 

Sach  was  alfb  t]^at    of  the  I  (hall  or  will  be  what  l^ 

Egyptians^  I  kU,  written  over  &r.  (24).     Neither  ivas  tb 

one  of  theirs   (20).     Cicero  naxne  unknown  to  the  niEr 

gives  an  inftanee  (21)  offome  fort  of  heathens,  as  we  kn 

names  of  the  heathen  ^ods^  feen  by  fbme  of  their  isfiw 

which  they  did  not  dare  to  dons,  to  which  we  fludlv 

■pronounce  ;   to  which  Imcom  one  more  mentioned  byi||p^|i 

adds,  that  the  very  nammg  of  ^us,    written   on  -die  doii    G 

theni  would  have'  fhaken  the  of  the  Egyptian  temples,  ii(    k 

earth  (22).^  ^ckdly  agreeing  with  tldsioh 

.    There  remains,  that  we  in^  .derfol  name  of  Goo;  vdc  I 

qmre  into  the  fignificatlon  of  am  lubatfiemer  '*was,  is^  d 

Ithc    name    rnn\    \n  which  j^//^^.  *  Accordi^towU^ 

we  ihall  not  find  fach  a  diflb-  Tbales    of  *   MiUjSm^   Ui 

nancy  among' expofitors,  as  we  l^ed  what  God-  was,  t^Ei( 

did  about  the  pronunciation  of  -that  taificb  ahoays  «#,  Wb 

it.     For,  firft,  'they    are   all  neither hegiHJ^ug'^96i¥iKi.^n^ 

agreed,  that  it  is  derived  frbih  'Piatp   tmly  *^ar'(i»^,  H^ 

&  root  n^n  hajah^t  has  been,  '  nothing     reatf  y    txiftr-  .  Ik 

«Addendt<^sGoi>^8feif*exiflence,  »tfaat  'whiph    »    immMlM 

and  eternal  nature.     Accord-  fbr   which,      anj  •  ibatf^^ 

-iliglyy  in  this  place  wearean-  tU^    of     ka%    ^irSb^^ifil^ 

•  novating  upoii^  he  calls  himfelf  -he  is  *  ft^^jfofed  to  kmili 

'X\>Tvik  "iVN  n^n^  E^th'  ajher  'Mdfis's   books,  ■  ^  or  eoMMi 

^jeh/  I  am  that  I  am  ;  or  ^tk  fotne'of  his  diidUMft 

•luther,  I  am  becanfe  I  am*':  .*he-^w^'in'i!Wp^-  wm'iflit 

^where  the  verb,  though  it  be  -imprdb^blev- feeing  AnftMi, 

ih  the  future,  yet,  accoiding  'who  i)«HirMi«l  an  thslim- 

to  the  genius  of  the  Hebrew  'ifees  t^m&,'iVfmtOB    to^^Pftl^ 

'tt)ngue,  is  applicable    to  the  ' Phikmmr^' hhat  I^o^'^hiik 

prefent  or  perfea  teiife-;  aftd  having' ^ been.  traft{]aied  M 

implies    his    immutability,  as  Greik  in M»ye€endt9^ ^oB^ff 

continuing  the  fame  that  -he  ^hagerasKn^  Piaf^.)ud  tibi 

has^  been,  and  is  to  all  eternity  maDy  things  imm  thesrflil. 

-5/  ■  .        ..'  '.  '.••■1       "■  ^    .   ,  .     .■.  ,.  .._  ^ 

{«9)  Eufd^prapar,  //i.  xi.  r.  I.  (lo)  BLtarctuevnia^JtHiti 

f^r.^fi^j'  ^f^fk-  c,  t,  . '      (fti)  Cic.  d^ttaify  (U^,  ifb.%.  .       i%A4jM 
V.  vi.   V.  744,  745.  ap.  Calmet.Juh  'vocjebovalx,  VUlei.  iHBjXicM^ 
al.  (23;  Ore^,  NiTStanai:  homit.  inlu,  8.  .^Acr^.  ««  /«v  Jtm.it 

i%^  Simkr»  Vdld.  &  at.        {%•;)  Pitta  /«  Ttmsek.     ^  "Tragi  jA,  Aur. 
JTi^kt,-^  al,  „  .-T  *  •»•  •  ' 

«'-;■•■■  ■ 

Seat 


C.VIL   from  tbfh'Eg^iaan  Bandage^  &c. 

and  yacoh  ;  and  that  be  would  be  remembered  and  ac^ 
knowlegeci  by  that  name  throughout  all  generations,  as 

their 


5«« 


r. 


(I! 


Some  divines,  and  in  particular 
■i\  our  learned  Ain/wortb,  think, 
r.  ih3Lt  .Jebo*vab  is  the  participle 
ii:  of  hajab  in  //W;  and  that  it 
doth  not  only  iignify  to  be, 
bat  to  caufe  to  be ,  or  to  give 
.Jbeing  ;  by  which  not  only  his 
omnipotence,  but  likewiie  his 
^ithfulnefs  and  truth,  are  plain- 
ly intimated  and  implied,  as 
Deing  alone  able  and  fure  to 
'make  good  his  promifes  (29). 
Upon  all  thefe  accounts,  there- 
'fore,  Jebonsah  is  looked  upon 
to  be  the  incommunicable  name 
of  G08,  there  being  no  created 
beings  unto  whom  it  can  be 
properly,  or  indeed  at  all,  ap- 
.  plied  in  any  of  thefe  fenfes ; 
whereas  thofe  of  Ehbimy  Ado- 


bovabi  which  conveys  the  moH 
perfed  idea  we  can  have  of  the 
Godhead^  let  the  pronunciation 
be  never  fo  wrong,  is  not  much 
iafer  than  their  pronouncing  it 
AdonaifViYiiQh,  being  a  word  of 
a  vaflly  inferior  figniiication, 
and  applicable  to  every  man 
that  has  any  maftery  or  fupe- 
riority  over  another,  conveys  a 
much  more  imperfeft  idea  of 
the  Godhead,  and  is  therefore 
liable  to  be  uttered  with  lefs 
awe  and  refpedt.  This  is  io 
true  in  faft,  that  one  may  ob- 
ferve  thofc  fcrupulous  gentle- 
men, who  would  be  ready  to 
fwoon  at  the  hearing  of  the 
name  Jebovab,  make  no  fcru- 
ple  to  ftile  theiradvcrfaries,7^- 


.na/,   Gihbgr^  &c.    have    been   'hoqjoijis.  The  main  text  which 
.  jgiveq  to  angels  and  men  (30]. 
As  for  the  reafons  gi\fen  both 


terrifies  the  Jen.vs  againft  ut- 
tering this  facred  name,  is  that 
of  Leviiicus  (31),  where  it  is 
laid,  be  tbat  blafpbemetb  (whidi 
they  read  nametb)  tbe  name  of 
Gox>,/hall  he  ftoned  :  where  the 


Jfy  Jemjs  and  Cbrifiians  againft 

^PD^npuncing  it ;  viz^  that  the 

l^ght  reading  was  loft.eil;her'du- 

^fW8  the  captivity,or  at;iny  othf  r 

Jljwke  ipr  place*  and  that:  it  is  un-  word  Dpi  nakai^  which  in  its 
jtj^hvliil.  to  fubftitute./any  other  primitive  meaning  iigniAes  to 
pjl^^cf  itritm^y  be  iafdiy  'pierce,  and  is  theref6r6  often 
i>anfwer^,  that  .t]|e,de£ign  of  ufed  for  writing,  engraving, or 
^V^^ordp  or  names .li^ng  to  con-  enrolling,. doth  more  properly 
.V.ey  ideas  into  ..the  mjind.  of  foH>id  the  writing  than  the 
^t(|M>fe  things  of  which  .they  are    fpeaking  it:   iox  nakah  titvtx 


JJQijX .  types^  the.  difFerencps  will 
tet  v^  iinalJ,  wjiethjsir  the 
.pronunciation ..  be  ..  riglit  or 
.jWIJoflgk  provided,  (ie^  idea  it 
,^liTe>r9  be  jright,  And  we  are 
jnuch  miflaken,  whatever  thefe 
|gendemeo:.iay.y.  if  in  this .  cafe 


iignifies  to  utter,  unlcis  it  be 
in  a  bad  fenfe,  as  curfifig  or 
bla/pbemingi  and  thercfore.if 
the  prohibition  is  to  be.ftretch- 
ed  .beyond  that,  it  muft  be 
only  againft  doing  it  irreve- 
rently or  lightly, .  which  is  a 


\. 


.  ^c  pronduncing  the  wbrd^tf-    kfler'  degree   of  '  profening  . 

.    (30)  P^rrer. 

but, 


■   (ag)  SJmlir,  Outran,  BurratWi.  jUnfttf^rtb,  &W» 
Jurt.  MuTtft,  eff.  (31)  Lfvit,  xxiv.  16. 


to  carie  our  neighbours,  and  to  inftifl  them  ;  bnt^  hfgMfa 

the  like;  as  the  word  iai/ai  gave    fiifficient.-prfMTtf  in 

ufed  in  the  foregoii^  part  of  being  authori^od^  byiQW-f^ 

thiB    prohibition     iumciently  canmvf  ii^vyj^ere  tteiiyo^ 

ihews  (34).  in  either  ^^ .  nor  tile  vt^ 

(X)  That  feme  I'etaliav.ed  ili  jtcfl^efl^y  pf  ^^JT 
tion  was  due,  in  firifl  Ju-  c^nt,  £nce  it  is  ailoweToB 
ilice,  from  the  Egyptians  to  all  hands,  that  it  is  in  no  de 
tie  Hfirtws,  for  the  great  (er-  ..^  ^t  bllowed^^  ^'^{M.  ^  ^ 
vices  they  had  done  to  theln,  evidently  conniah^raoy  tk 
is  what  can  hardly  be  denied :     fame  divine  authority. 

(35)  Numi.  vi.  24,  (34)  Simffr,  Fillet,  Mmnfi.  Q  gl^kb- 

3  ift- 


f 


362  .    The  nifiory  if  th  Jem  B.1  ( 

their  great  redeemer  and  delivered:   not,  continued  hti  1 

that  Pharaoh  will  let  you  go  at  your  firfi  or  (econd  afiuod  i 

nor  indeed  at  all,  till  I  have  convinced  him  both  of  mj  i 

juftice  and  power,  by  the  terrible  punifbrnent  I  ihall  fend  , 

upon  him  and  his  land^  for  their  oppreflion  of  my  people :  f 

mnd  to      nor   iball    the   Hebrews    come    away    altogether   ume* 

tnring  bis  -warded  for  their  long  and  cruel  fervitude  ;  for  I  will  iiii  I 

fiopU  oMi  fpire  the  Egyptians  with  fuch  fentiments  of  pity  «nd  ht  , 

^ioir^^/.manity  towards  them,   that  they  ihall  part  wiA  tinr  ^ 

fumptuous  raiments,  and  cboiceft  jewels,  to  them,  wi  ^ 

make  them  thus  far  amends  for  their  paft  laboun  td  ^ 

hardfliips  *  (X j.  j 

After  fuch  ample  alTurances,  one  would  hanDvo* 
ped,  that  Mofes  would  have  ftarted  any  new  difficultiO) 
at  leaft  without  receiving  fome  fevere  rebuke  for  it :  » 
verthelefs,  he  freely  oiirns,  that  his  doubts  were  fzr  tarn 
being  whollv  difpelled ;  he  knew  the  temper  of  ihelfni' 

hes  too  well,  not  to  forefee,  that  they  would  moft  liUf  ^ 

call  his  miffion  in  queftion.    He  therefore  begged  10  k  ^ 

'  Exod.  iiL  p.  tot. 

but,  as  they  allow,  that  the  however,  we  do  not  preCnli 

name  may  be  lawfully  written,  anfwer  all  the  objeAK»i.iiliA 

though  the  word  nakab  do  fig-  have  been  raifed  ag^uol  lUi 

nify  alfo  to  write ;  nay,  fmce  a6Uon.     We  think  it  fofdM 

they  allow,  that  the  higb-prieft  to  fay,  that  the  former  loe 

may  and  doth  adually  ufe  it  in  fpoikxi  with  the  (kme  jdliBe 

that  public  ble£ing,  which  is  for  their  anheard  of  opfirf* 

pnBfi:ribedbyGoDhimielf(33),  (ion  to  the  latter,  as  tbeCi- 

.Jehx>vah  hleft  thee^  and  keep  naanites^    and    other   natioB) 

tbei^  &c.  it  is  plain  the  prohi-  were  deftrqyed  for  their  Ao- 

bitjon  is  not  againil  naming,  minable  wickednefi.  ;^ii- 

but  ^gainil  blafphemlng,   or  deed  dauki  aiYonc'^p^cifafdafe 

ufingit  with  contempt  or  dif-  poniflmients,    'ifchd  ^stStA^ 

dain,  or  to  an  ill  purpofe,  as  of  vidiai  *"^  '    ^^^ 


C.  YH     frm  tbdr  Egyptian  B^iagCf  &c.  .^6$ 

informed  what  he  muft  do  in  fuch  a  cafe  ;  and  Goo  was 

pleafed  to  clear  this  doubt  alfo  b^  two  miracles,  which  be 

Wrought  in  his  prefence.     The  firft  was  by  tumii^  his 

rod  into  a  frightful  ferpent,  and  then  into  a  rod  again. 

The  fecond  was  by  fmiting  one  of  his  hands  with  leprofy^ 

upon  his  pulline  it  out  of  his  bofom,  and  then  healing  ic 

zg/BLin  by  the  fame  way;  adding  moreover,  that  if  the 

working    of  theie  two  miracles  before  the  Jfrailhes  did 

not  give  a  fufficient  ianfiion  to  his  meflkge,  he  Ihould 

then  have  liberty  to  try  the  fuccefs  of  a  third,  by  taking 

feme  water  out  of  the  M/f,  which,  upon  its  being  fpilt  on 

the  ground,  would  immediately  turn  the  river  into  bloody 

Mos£s  had  ft  ill,  as  he  thought,  one  material  objedion 

to  make  ^  namely,  an  impediment  in  his  fpeech,  which 

he  faid  rendered  nim  unfit  to  fpeak  either  before  Pharaoh 

and  his  court,  or  even  to  the  Jfraelites.     But  this  alfo  the 

Divine  Being  was  pleafed  to  remove  by  telling  him,  that  his 

|>rother  Aaron^  who  was  now  by  his  appointment  to  meet 

him,  ihould  be  his  interpreter  both  to  Pharaoh,  and  to  the 

Hebrews  ".    There  was  certainly  iomething  very  furpri* 

flng  in  this  reluflancy  of  Mofesj  as  well  as  in  the  patience 

with  which  God  heard  him  :  yet  when  he  found,  that  he 

had  removed  all  the  obftades  which  his  diffidence  had  fu^- 

'Mfted'to  him,  he  could  not  forbear  having  recourfe  to 

'•pni^s^  e^meftly  begging  of  God,  who  certainly  knewMo&s 

'^VMJ  among  iht  Hebrews  more  fit  for  the  work  than  him-  begs  to  ho 

?jfiSf^  to  make  choice  of  fome  other  to  execute  bis  c(axi' excufeJ. 

'^il^JL    'SiaA  Moffs  been  left  fincere,  he  would  h^i^y 

'Ifove  recorded  this  extreme  weaknefs  of  his,  fo  little^ 

is  credit ',  and.  wbicfa  nothing  could  excufe  or  extenuate, 

^  l|iis  fn^,  j^  ingenuous  confeffion  of  it.    Being  there- 

^^_  .reajEraidt  .left^  hej,ibould  incur  the  divine  diTpl^fure  "by 

:-fi^  fuitb^  ::f||fuia]|r-be  made  the  bell  of  his  way  towards  Ofir;/ a/ 

jMS^Mi^y  in  0r4llf[  io  prepare  himfeif  foi*  his  journey^  and/^,  a>id 

^i^  joeet  his  ktfxtiitrJaron.  /eaves 

s  ri    'Wrb  t h £&  hfe  acquainted  J^hro  with  his  comntiffon,  Midiaiu 

>>/^orfiihciefk  vn\  <Mnly  expreffed  a  defire  to  go  and  vifit 

iiii'4mtbren  m£pptj  he  eafily  obtained  his  difiniifon ; 

■  Ktitf^  taking  hi#  'Wm  Zipporahy  and  his  two  fons,  with  him, 

-the  leaS  6f  wlUdi,  being  too  young  to  walk,  he  (ct  upon 


•  I  .;■.   f, 

•  ■  *         »■ 


■■  ^ 


%  Ki^.  iv.  9;     ^  lUd.  Ter.  13.  ad  i^k     ^  lUd.  ver^  it. 


an 


|^4v 


AaronV 
chUinn 
during  bis 
iretber^s 


9B  afsj  with  this  mean  equipage,  and  the  miraculous  rod 
in  bis  hand  (Z),  he  naarched  diredly  for  Egypt. 

During  Atofis*^  retreat  in  Midian^  Aaron  his  brother 
had  mlvried  Elizabeth^  the  (ifter  of  Naaffin^  both  d^ 
fcende4  from  Judab  by  their  father  Aminadab^  the  fon  of.. 


[Z)  Concerning  .this  ftsdTy 
fipm.  which  Zipforah  had  her 
name,  the  T^j  tell  us  a  won- 
derful dory ;  <i;/».  that  It  grew 
in  Jetbroh  gsLrden,  was  called 
%apbirf  and  had X}[kfiTetr'agram' 
inafdn  Written  upon  it :  that  it 
Bad  been  created  iff  paradtfe  on 
the  fixthday,  and  '  brought 
away  by  Adam ;  and  had  jtef&d 
fnm.  him-  to  Noaby  Abrabam^ 
Ifaac,  Jacob,  and  Jofiph,  and 
from-  him  to  PharoBb  i  that 
J^tbrf  had  been,  one  of  his 
mildeft  counfellors,  f^  daily 
adviied  him  to  lighten  the  bur- 
den of  the  Ifratlttes,  wbilft 
Balaam,  courtier-likei  peftered 
him  with  contrary  counfels: 
that,  being  forced  to  fly  the 
court,  and  retire  into  the  land 
of  Midiany  he  had  privately 
conveyed  this  miraculous  rod 
away,  and  fluck  it  in  his  gar- 
den/ where  it  took  fuch  deep 
root,  that  no  force  could  pluck 
it  up  :  that  when  Mofes  came 
firfl  to  him,  and  acquainted 
him  with  what  happened  to  him 
in  Egypt y  Jetbro  caufed'him  to 
be  cloiely  confined,  intending 
to  fend  him  back  to  the  king 
of  Egypt,  In  the  mean  .time 
Zipporab  being  fallen  in  love 
with  him,  and  having  acquaint- 
ed her  father  with  it,  he  cpn- 
fented  that  he  fhould  be  fet  at 
liberty,  and  marry  her,  if  he 
could  pluck  up  the  %apbir  rod 
which  grew  in  his  garden  ;  and 


at  the  fame  time  iflued  out  s 
proclamation,  that  the  nui 
that  could  pull  up  the  plan^ 
ihould  have  his  daughter  ii 
marriage :  diat  immediatdf 
a  great  number  of  lufty  mcl 
came  and  tried  their  ftresgtk 
in  vain ;  for  Mofes  alone  im 
the  man  that  could  perfbni 
the  feat,  which  he  did  with 
wonderful  eafe,  by  virtaetf 
the  name  of  Goo,  widi  tli 
true  pronunciation  of  wUdi 
he  was  perfedly  acquaimni, 
and  fo  obtained  ^//i&rt'sdaii^ 
ter.  They  add,  that  he  fot 
the  rod  into  the  bargaio,  Of 
which  he  afterwards  wioig^ 
all  his  wonders  in  Egypt  \}^ 
Theie  abfurd  fables  imil 
hardly  be  worth  mentiow^ 
were  it  not  to  fhew  into  wto 
monftrous  extremes  of  xtp 
dulity  men  are  apt  to  fi% 
who  have  once  denied  tk 
plaineft  truths.  Were  thole 
reverend  geatlemens  heads » 
long  as  their  beards,  cheycosld 
never  thi9k,  that  fuch  km 
,can  he  of  any  credit  eithet  ^ 
their  great  lawgiver,  or  9 
the  inventors  of  ihem.  }W- 
ther  have^he  Arahiams  bn 
more  fparii^  of  their  faboloM 
conceks-of  Jetbro  and  his  rod'; 
but,  as  they  are  fliJl  more  i^ 
'  fnrd  than  the  Je^ijb  ones,  ik 
fhall  refer  our  readers  for  tka 
to  the  .author  quoted  10  ilMt 
margin  (15).     ^     •      ■«  •  •^ 


^14)  KR,  Taaclum.  Hi  chit,  &  Scif^,  Sgambat,  /.ii.   arch. 
(IS^  fierMot's  biH,  orient,  fub  voc»  Sdobalib, 


Va,  r^ 
EzrtM. 


711.    from  their  Egyptian  Boniagey  &c.  '365 

9/j.     He  had  already  had  four  Tons  by  her,  viz.  Nd- 
jlbihu^  Eleazar^  and  Ithamar  y  ;  the  fir  ft  of  whom 
likewife  a  fon  named  Phineas^  by  a  daughter  of  Phu- 
,     This  was  the  ftate  of  Aaron^s  family,  when  God 
manded  hihi  to  go  and  meet  his  brother » ;  but  be- 
he  could  reach  the  mount  of  God  (Horeh)^  2idr€2id'Hegoes  to 
iccident  was  like  to    have  happened  to  Mofes^  xh^^fft  him 
cular  occafion  and  circumftances  of  which  we  arc^^Koreb. 
to  guefs  at,  he   not  having  thought  fit    to  con^* 

them  to  writing.  The  account  we  have  of  it,' 
g  but  darkly  expreffcd  in  the  original,  and  having 
;  mifunderftood,  and  miftranflated  in  mofl:  verfions, 
particularly  our  own,  we  fhall  venture  to  depart  from 
vhere  the  original,  and  the  authority  of  tbofe,  wbo,/^^''^^ 
heir  diligent  application  to  it,  have  been  able  to  give  ^^^^Yr^^' 
tter  light,  will  bear  us  out,  not  forgetting  to  make 
explication  good  by  proper  marginal  notes.  H9^- 

losEs  was  upon  his  firft  day's  journey,  as  is  probably  ^"^^^^^ 
ofed  by  the  fmall  diftance  between  Midian  and  Ho- 

where  he  afterwards  met  his  brother  ;  when  God 
*ared  again  to  him,  and  charged  him  to  perform  all 
e  wonders  which  he  had  (hewed  him,  before  the  king 
"^gypt^  and  to  demand  of  him  the  difmiflion  of  his 
>le  Ifrael^  whom  he  calls  here,  by  way  of  excellency, 
firft-born;  aflu ring  him  that  he  would  be  with  him, 
that  in  cafe  of  an  obftinate  refufal,  which  he  forelaw 
vould  certainly  meet  with,  he  would  flay  all  the  firft.- 
I  of  Egypt.  Mofes  was  juft  arrived  at  the  inn,  when 
A^as  ftruck  with  a  terrible  difeafQ  (A)  :  he  doth  not  Mofes 

tdifmitten  hy 
.;..!...  the  angel 

Exod.  yi.  23.      *  .Ibid.  ver.  ^55.         •-  Ibid.  cap.  vr.zj.     in  the  tnn. 


•  '■ 


^  .The  reader   may  re-  is  the  cafe. of  many  a  meek 

^))er»  tb^ .we luLV^. already  man;  and  that  fhe bad  con« 

ed  fbmethijig    concerning  ceived  fuch  anaverfion  e^- the 

Adventure,  in  tne  hiHory  ceremony  of  circumcifion,  that 

E(Vi^(2o);b»iti;eferyedthe  he  had  b^en  forced,  for  peace 

^^tion  of  (1^  particulars  and  qcuetncfs^to  negledl  theper- 

t,]^  this  plac^,  to  which  forming  it  upon  his  youngeff 

,more    propefly  belong.  ibn,.dUtfaedanger  ihefawhef 

f.greateftpartof  commea*  husband-  or  the  child  in^fbr 

rs  and  exp^TitQi^  l^ve.  fup-  ttha  text  is  not  plain- which  of 

dy  that  Mofes  was  troubled  the  two  it  was)  obliged  Jber, 

I  a  turbulent  wife,  which  not  without  great  reludfcancy 

{*lo)  TiV,  y«/>r,  W,^ii./,  154.. 

and 


366  Sr*#  mfiery  of  tba  Jews     .        B.  L 

tell  us,  whether  the  divine  anger   was  occafioned  by  his 
incumbering;  himfelf  with  a  wife  and  two  children,  when 

he 


and  ill*laiigaage»  to  perforin 
the  operation.  We  ihall  there- 
fore endeavoor  to  fet  this  mat* 
ter  in  a  dearer  light,  and  (hew, 
that  thev  have  quite  miflaken 
the  fenfe  of  the  origina],  and 
diat  there  was  neither  quarrel 
nor  ill-langnage  in  the  cafe; 
bat  that  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed with  all  the  decency 
and  decorum  that  the  iblemnity 
of  it,  and  their  imminent  dan* 
ger»  could  poflibly  require. 

Firft  then,  as  to  the  words, 
73f  Lord  nut  himai  the  itm^ 
ttnd  fought  to  JUef  bim^  which 
the  Septuagint^  Vulgmte^  and 
ibme  other  verfionsyrender  ( a  i ), 
ne  angel  of  the  Lo&D,  Cs^r.  it 
is  plain,  that  they  relate  to 
Mofes^  and  not  to  the  child ; 
beoiufe,  if  it  had  been  the  lat« 
ter,  Mofesy  rather  than  his 
wife,  would  have  performed 
the  operation.  This  ihews 
likewife,  that  the  words  im- 
port no  more^  than  that  God 
imote  him  with  fome  grievous 
difeafe,  which  fo  difabled  him 
fropa  circumciiii^  the  child, 
that  Zipporah  was  forced  to  do 
it  hfrfelf,  though  otherwife 
nnfit.  Thofe  who  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  genius  of  the  He^ 
iriw  tongue,  know  that  the 
phraie  here  ufed  iignifies  no 
more.  Some  antient  interpret- 
ers have  indeed  underflood  it 
in  a  different  fenfe ;  fome  think- 
ing, that  the  angel  appeared 
yfxih  SL  drawn  fword,  ready  to 


kiUM^/(22).  Others,  amoog 
thtyewjf  telling  as  (23),  that 
the  vifion  was  a  moi^nHii 
large  ferpent,  which  fwallowed 
up  Mo/es's  body  iy^  IWrXQ 
rPY):n  from  the  head  to  (die 
place  of)  drcamdfion,  where 
he  ftuck,  by  which  ihe  gaeflcd 
at  the  caafe  of  his  danger, 
and,  having  forthwith  drciUB- 
cifed  the  child  with  the  nfinl 

form  of  nnii  ^b  ca^DT  jnn 

(whkh  words  we  mifixanflitt^ 
ji  bloody  buftand  tbem  art  to 
me\  me  obferved  her  haf> 
band  fpewed  up  aeain  unhnt; 
upon  which  (he  beg^ui  to,  ex* 
daim  in  praife  of  drciundfioa, 
which  ihe  faw  aooompanifll 
with  fuch  virtue.  All  that  il 
worth  obferving  from  tUi 
Jewijb  comment  is,  that  Z[^ 
forab  exprefled  no  paficA 
againil  her  husband  during  the 
whole  a£Uon,  much  le(s  in  the 
words  fhe  fpoke,  feeing  thej 
were  part  of  a  form  ufed  ia 
circumcifion,  as  will  appear  ia 
its  proper  place. 

Secondly,  As  for  the  cade 
of  GoD*s  anger  againft  MofeSf 
whatever  fome  ancient  Ethen 
have  thought  of  it  (24);  the 
true  reafon  feems  to  be  the 
negledt  of  circumcifing  the 
childy  iince  Mofes  was  delivered 
from  the  danger  as  foon  u 
Zipporah  had  done  it  (25). 

Thirdly,  it  is  not  cafy.  CO 
guefs  how  long,  or  why,  Mofis 
deferred  the  circumci£ng  of 


(zi)  Felieaw,  Jtm,  (ff  at.        {il)  Iheedoret,  &  al  in  he, 
fejbemotb  Ra^.  R.  SaL  &  al,  ^24)  jiuguft,  term,  de  tcmp^ 

D.  Kimcbi  Rupert,  t<fiau  Perr^,  Mutfi,  VilUt.  ^  aU 


(»5) 

the 


from  tbeir  lSjgf^tx3CDi  Bondagiy  &c. 

nt  upon  fo  glorious  and  important  a  meflage,  of" 
le  had  deferred  to  circumcife  his  youngeft  fon, 

either 


Thofe  n^o  follow 
akm  Targum,  which 
Jethro  and  Zipporah 
ceatit  (26),  feem  to 
at  Jethro  was  a  Mi- 
efcended  from  Jbra^ 
'ieturahi  and  confe- 
hat  circumcifion  was 
obably    adopted    by 

it  was  by  the  IJh- 
md  all  other  dSfcen- 
that  patriarch.  Be- 
r  are  fallen  into  this 
miftaking  the-  words 
1  of  Zipperab,  and 
hat  there  was  a  iharp 
tween  Mofis  and  her 
the  contrary  bf  which 
r  prefcntly.  We  omit 
cr  conjedores  equally 
d  uncertain,  to  come 
!  into  her  behaviour 
,  after  fhe  had  per- 
e  ceremony ;  which 
ed-  the  main  ftuih- 
c  of moft  traiidations. 
E,  they  have  nndcr- 
^at  me  threw  the 
efkin  at  his  {Mo/es^a) 
^h  the  text  doth  not 
er  it  was  at  his»  the 
*  the  angel's  feet; 
ords  are  w  far  from 

flinging,  eipecially 
:hat  they  rather  im* 
g  the  prepnoe  down 
or  humble  manner: 
ral  fenfe  is,  fhe  made 
9  fieet. 

e  now  to  the  words, 
hufiand  art  thou  t9 
jch  one  of  our  learn- 


ed divines  has  fully  proved  not 
to  have  been  ^ken  to  Mofgj, 
but  the  child  (27).  He  very 
judicieufly  obferves,  that  the 
word  inn  chat  an,  which  we 
tranflate  husband,  iignifies  only 
a  bridegroom ;  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  Zipporab  fhouU 
call  him  by  that  name,  after 
having  been  married  fo  long,and 
having  had  two  children  by  him  ; 
that  ^appellative  ceafing  imme- 
diately after  the  eight  days  of 
the  nuptial  folemnity  were 
over.  Another  obfervation  he 
makes  is,  that  this  word  cha^ 
tan  doth  properly  fignify  a  fon* 
in-law;  and  fo  expreifes  not  the 
relation  the  man  has  to  his 
wife,  but  to  her  parents;  fi>r 
which  reafon  it  never  has  any 
affixed  pronoun,  unlefs  it  be 
with  relation  to  the  latter. 
The  fame  may  likewife  be  £1^ 
of  the  word  H^D  calah^  bride» 
or  riather  daughter-in-law ;  it 
being  ufed  only  with  relation 
to  the  hu8band*s  parents,  whci 
alone  can  properly  call  the  mar« 
ried  woman  ^nta  calathi,  my 
daughter-in-law ;  but  the  bride* 
groom  never  calls  her  by  that 
name  to  fignify  his  bride;  tt 
being  certam,  that  the  Hebrew 
language  has  no  word  to  ex- 
pr^  a  bridegroom  or  bride, 
with  refpeft  to  the  relation 
they  beiur  to  each  other.  It 
would  therefore  have  been 
nottiimfe  ra  Zipporab  to  have 
called  him  by  the  name  of 
cbatoM,  which  neither  expref- 


,  Ht'erof,  in  hi^Jun,  ^imUr^  Pelican,  Fifioud^  tfl^ 

;n  thtvfvrdu 


(.7)  j'j. 

fed 
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either  out  of  regard  to  his  tender  age,  or  in  complaifancc 

tQ  his  wife,  who  might  fear,  left  fuch  an  operation  flxMiU 

make  him  unfit  to  travel  for  a  while,  if  not  endanger  in 

Zipporab  j|fg  j^  that  hot  country.     Zipporah,  however,  taking  it 

eircumcifes  i^.^^  latter  Tenfc,  made  what  hafte  flic  coiild  to  get  l 

her  fon^     (harp  ftone,  with  which  fee  cut  off  the  child's  prepuci^ 

W  Moles  ^jl  j^y  it  at  his  feet,  telling  Yim  at  the  fame  time,  dm 

is  repored.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  bicome  a  joyful  bridegroom  t&  her  by  the  bM 

of  this  circumcijion.     The  ceremony  was  no  fooner  t)ver,' 

but  Mofes  was  reftored  again,  and  able  to  purfue  his  jour' 

ney  towards  mount  Honb^  whilft  his  wife  took  the  tm 

children  back  to  her  father  Jethroj  refolved  to  waitiheil 

till  a  more  favourable  opportunity  offered  to  rejoin 

hufband. 


fed  an  old  nor  a  new  husband. 
The  queiHon  then  will  be^  how 
it  could  be  applied  to  the 
child  ?  and  herein  the  Hebrew 
dodors  are  bell  able  to  help  us 
oaCy  who  tells  us,  that  it  was 
the  caftom  of  the  women  to 
call  (he  circumcifed  child  cha- 

tan,  ^"^vo  p^  ii'^pi?  ciiiu;3n 

jnn  biW  (33).     KJimchi  fays, 
that  it  figniiies  originally  one 
that  gives  joy,   and  is  there- 
fore ufed   to   exprefs  the  joy 
that  attends  a  wedding,  or  the 
circumcifion  of  a  child  (34). 
Accordingly  we  £nd,  that  the 
Arabians  called  the  circumcifed 
{innD  machtun,  or  one  that  is 
made  a  cbatauy  in  the  fame 
manner  as  we  call  a  baptized 
child,  chriilened.     The  words 
.then  ufed  by  Zipporab  ought 
to  have  been  tranilated,  thou 
art  (now)  to  me  a  joyful  cir^ 
cumcifedfon.    To  which  if  we 
add  the  laft  obfervation  of  the 
fame  learned  author,  that  the 
word  ^b  lij  which  v^e  tranflate 
to  mty  doth  more  properly  fig- 


nify  here  by^  me^  as  it  dodi-il 

a  great. many  other  placaif 

Scripture,  the  fenie  wUl  bell 

more  plainly   this^   Thoiat 

now  by  me  made  a  drauKiU 

child :  which  was  the  fan 

of  words  uicd  in  the  draun- 

£on,  and  might  be  more  f^, 

perly  rendered^  I  do  prpium 

thee  circumcifed.     Neit^n 

it  at  all  improbable^  that  lU 

word  (nn  was  originally  did 

in  this  form,  not  only  too- 

prefs  the  ufual  joy  of  a  dulft 

circumcifion,  but  likcwifefe 

admifTion  into  the  alliance  sutf 

by  God  with  ^brabam,'^m 

pofterity  j  in  both  whiditafa 

that  word  is  very  fitly  appW: 

and  this  is  fo  far  from  bo^i 

new  or  peculiar  notioo  of  w. 

Mede,  that  we  find  fcvcnl* 

tient   verfions    expounding  it 

after   the  very  iame  nurir 

(35) ;  from  all  which  it  pUcif 

appears,  that  there  neither  a 

any    fquabble   between  Ai^ 

and  his  wife,  nor  any  inckioeBcy 

or  ill-langoage  ufed  by  her. 


f33)  Idem  ibid* 


(34}  D,  Kimii  in  radic. 


Cs5}  e*^-^^- 


h 


In  the  nwan  time  Moffs  and  Jaron  met  at  the  foot  of  Jtins  his 
BKMint  HfiTth^  and  after  the  firft  embraces  of  two  brothers,  Art/^  mi 
vvho  had  not  feen  one  another  during  the  fpace  of  forty  «mbi#Ho« 
fears,  Mofes  acquainted  him  with  the  commiffion  he  hadrcb. 
received  from  God.    Aann  expreiled  a  feniible  joy  at  the 
news,  and  promifed  to  be  obedient  in  all  things  to  the 
fivane  will ;  they  continued  their  journey  towards  Egypt  y 
Bad,  being  happily  arnVed  at  the  land  ofGofim^  their  nrfi  Dedam 
ewe  was  to  aflembfe  the  elders  or  heads  of  the  IfraelitiSybitcmn^ 
■nd  to  impart  td  them  the  joyful  news  of  their  fpeedy  miffimt  /» 
idiverance;  and  Mofesy  to  confirm  their  hefitadng  be-f^^  Ifiaal] 
Bef,  wrought  thofe  miracles  before  them,  by  which  GoD*^* 
bad  commanded  him  to  efiabltfli  his  credit  and  authority 
Bflnong  them.    Thefe  firft  eflays  were  received  with  in- 
credible joy  by  the  whole  afiembly,  every  one  bowing 
tliemfelves  in  token  of  gratitude  and  adoration  to  the  di-' 
vine  goodnefs,  which  had  at  length  taken  pity  of  their 
miferable  flavery  ^.     But  this  docile  difpofition  lafted  no  ^ 
longer  than  they  thought  their  deliverance  would  coft  no-  Jf^^ 
thine  but  miracles,  and  that  the  car^  and  daiiger  of  it  '^r^^ 
would  only  foil  upon  Mefes  zndjfaron;    but  when  »tBef%- 
came  to  touch  them  a  little  nearer,  they  became  fo  rdty      '^ 
and  defponding,  that  Ml^JiS  found  them  as  hard  to  be  per-  tJ^*^ 
Ibaded  to  embrace  their  freedom,  as  Pharaoh  was  to  grant 
it(B). 

Moses  and  Jaron  did  not  delay  to  open  their  com" 'DiUvers 
jniffion  before  the  Egyptian  king:  but  the  preamble,  Thus  his  m^^ 
Mth  the  Lord  God  of  thi  Hebrews,  founded  fo  ftrangely  '•  the  Bng 
in  his  ears,  unufed  to  fuch  an  expreifion,  that  he  couldV^  ^SXF* 

^  Exod.  IV.  p.  tot. 

(iB)   Some   hiHorians  have  He  is  alfo  of  opinion,  that  this 

ventured  to  give  us  the  name  Amenophis  is  the  fame  monarch 

of  this  Pharaoh,  though  Je/e-  whom  the  Gre^ij  call  Be/us  the 

gtus  doth  only  call  him    the  ^ther  ofjEgyptuf^nd  Danaus^ 


king  (36).  ^//(7«  calls  him  though  the  fable- writers  nave 

Jmofis   or  Amafa  ;    Eufehius,  confoonded  him  with  Btlus  the 

dhencris  ;      bac     archbilhop  Affyriany  and  father  of  Ninus 

tJfitr   thinks  after   Manetho,  (37] :  the  trath  is,  that  we 

Aat  it  was  Amenophis  the  fon  have  fo  little  light  from  hiftory 

of  Rame/es  Miamun,   and  fa-  as  to  this  poim^  that  it  id  very 

Cher  of  Sethofis^  called  alio  af-  dangerous  to  affirm  any  thing 

ter    hb  grand^ther   Ramejis,  about  it  (38}. 

(36)  Anu  /.  ii.  c,  9.  (37)  ^J^r  an.fuh  A^  M,  M«7«  (J?)  Sa 

Vol.  III.  B  b  not 


^  '• '  not  forbekr  wondering  at  their  boldnc&j  telling  tAemilat 

.•'    •^•*'  lie  knew  no  fuch  Ood,  and  that  as  to  fee  IfraeliteSy  (hra 

',.  ■■'^-    flUrald  not  find  him  fo  eafy  to  wrt  with  ihcm.     To  the 

''' "'"'..  (ftcy  anfwered,  that  this  very  GoDj  whom  he  rcfufed  to 

■    acfcnowlcge,  had  injoincd  them  to  go  three  days  journey 

to  celebrate  a  fcftival  to  him  ;  and  that  if  they  Ihould 

oniit  tomplying  with  his  command,  he  would  Toon  piinifh 

•theit  difobediencc,  either  by  peSilcnce,  or  by  the  fword. 

.  .  This  more  amazed  the  hauglity  monarch,  who  thereupoa 

'difmiiTcd  them  with  a.fcvere  reprimand,  for  putting  fuch 

idlie  notions  into  their  people's  heads,  and  debauching  tbcm 

,      from  their  work,    bidding  them    return    to  their  own 

'tdks,  and  they  fbould  Toon  know  the  fuccefs  of  this  wife 

KmbalTy.     As  this  proved  the  beginning  of  that  famooi 

conteft  between  Mofes,  or  rather  the  God  of  Ifratl,  and 

'.ihff  kmg  of  Egypt,  fo  it  became  the  fatal  fource  of  nei» 

rielfrael-forrows  and  complaint!  to  the //J-df ?»> i.      For   Phamtl/, 

ituiKr-    fearing  their  excetHvc  numbers,  and  thinking,  or  at  lolt 

JtMi  ra-     pretending,  that  Idleneft  and  wantonaefs  were  the  caufe 

m*fti.     of  this  rambling  fit  of  religion,  ordered  their  tajk-maftcis 

*  to,  harden  [heir  work  ftill  more,' and  inflead   of  giviii; 
diem  flrAW  to  drytheir  bricks  with,  to  make  thMi.sap- 

'der  over  the  land,  fince  they  had  fuch  an  incIInatioq'T^ 
-   '  2  change  c>f  air,  and  to  ^tber  thdmfelves  flubble  '^M 

,  of  it,  without  dimini(hing  one  tittle  of  their  work.  .Tb 

order  was  foon  obeyed  by  their  mercilefs  taflc-maftcn,'  Wlu 
foiled  not  to  puniin  their  ovcrfeers,  whenever  they  foiiod 
them  come  Ihort  of  their  appointed  tafk.     Thcfe  tboi- 

.      _  fore  came  in  a  body  to  make  their  grievances  known  jo 

the  king,  who,  inftead  of  minding  their  piteous  c(tt- 
plaincs,  only  acc^fed  them  of  being  grown  idle  and  wan- 
ton for  want  of  work,  and  difmi^d  them  with  the  ut- 
moft  unconcern.  They  were  fcarce  got  out  bf  Phartlifx 
.;  palace  before  Maftt  and  Aartn  met  them,  againft  wfaon 

•  they  began  to  inveigh  in   the  bittereft  terms,    u  the 
.  authors  of  this  new  addition  of  mifery,    whidi  coiU 

terminate  in  nothing  but  death  and  defi:^r.  It  wobU 
have  been  in  vain  for  Mvjit  to  have  offered  any  tfiiiu, 
either  in  his  own  defence,  or  by  way  of  comfort  to  them 
at  that  time  i  he  thought  it  more  advifeaSIe  to  aptdr 
■  himfelf  to  God,  and  in  the  humblcft  terms  to  iexppiJuUu 
^;^ith  him  for  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this  firft  mcflage  «. 

*  £xod.  V.  p.  tot.  ' 


•  C.  Vll.    frhrkibeii'  Egyptian  Bondage ^  &o  ,  -  ^jt 

Moses  had  no  fooner  made  an  end  of  hi9  con^pIaiq^Mofes  // 
but  God  gave  him  frefh  a/Turances.of  his  love  and  CQoji-^/V  tog9 
paffion  for  his  groaning  people,  and  bid  him  go  to  ^txtm^ogain  t§ 
^d  aflure  them  from  him,  that  he  would  fpeedily  let  allPhAraoh. 
Fg^pt  fee  that  he  was  their  GoD,  and  would  ic  their 
'deliver(^r  atid  condu£lor  into  that  land  whidh  he  had  jpir^^- 
jliirpd  to  their  fathers,  to  Whom  he  had  indeed  appeare^^ 
land  bei^n  known  heretofore  by  the  name  of  El  SaiiJai 
'(Gob  Alinighty  or  All-fufficient),  though  never  till  noyr 
by  his  great  name  Jehovah  (C),  promifing  them  to  figna^ 
lize  their  deliverance,  by  fuch  tokens  of  juflice  on  that 
bbftinate  prince  and  people,  as   fhould  force  the  proud 
imonarch  to  difmifs  them.    All  thefe  divine  promifes^  how- 
:  ever,  were  fo  little  regarded  by  the  defponding  Ifraelites^ 
tliat,  when  God  commanded  Mofes  to  go  again  to  Pha- 
~  rdtihj  and  to  renew  his  (Remand  in  his  name,  he  was  fo 
-  diCteartened  at  his  ill  fuccefs^  that  he  could  not  forbear 
~  jewing  an  exceifive  reluAancy  to  obey.     Alas !  faid  he^ 
"if  Ihy  words  can  find  fo  little  credit  with  thy  6Wn  peopje,  . 
liriw  can  I  cxpe^  that  they  will  be  regarded  by  that  unbc* 
^■^heying  monarch,   efpecialiy  confiderini  with  what  ^ffi- 
"  cuity  I  am  forced  to  utter  them f    To  thi?  GpD  was 
"pleafed  to  ri^ply>  Behold,  Mofis^  I  give  thee  a' miraculous 

(C)  Thofe  who  conclude  ^r/<n;  and  Cif ix^/^ra  coxnmepta- 
from  this  paiTage,  th^t  the  tors  have  endeavoured  to  briiig 
tiame  (37),  or  the  genuine  fome  mysteries,,  which  inre 
sneaning  (38),  or,  laftiy,  the  ihould  h«  loch  to  vent  after 
true  pronunciation,  of  the  them.  The  moil  natural  ex- 
word  Jebo<vab  (39},  bad  been  poiition  is  that  which  renders 
unknown  to  the  patriarchs  the  Hibrrw  wordy^/m  by  cht* 
Ahrahamy  I/aacy  &c,  and  that  ranker  inAead  tf  name,  and 
Aia/is  ufed  it  by  way  ofanti-  then  the  fenfe  will  be  this: 
dpation,  and  fpoke according  to  Inmy  charaderof£/^iwi(l(7r, 
the  time  in  which  he  wrote,  or  omnipotenti  wtl  I^nly 
when  God  had  made  it  fully  known  to  themi  that  ti«  they 
known  to  his  people,  feem  10  only .  relied  on  my  word  itnd 
forget,  it^tJir^ham  called  the  all-fufficienc  pow^r  for  the-ful- 
mountain,  on  which  he  was  to  filling  nay  pfomif^  to  ihcm  1 
have^acrificed  his  imtjeha^  butnow  IwiJl  b^Jknownbyrthe 
'  vah-jired.  However,  it  muil  .chartder  of  yf^<i;^».  or.fer- 
be  owned,  that  there  is  a  great  former  of  thofe  promifet.  (40). 
obfcurity  in  the  words  of  Mo^  Seebur  notes  under  the wora/#- 
y#i,  oat  of  which  many  He-  ^^o^i^oi^,  p.356,&feqq.not.(T)« 

(37^  Kimb,  AbeuoBrat  Oleafiar,  &e.        (38)  PmtU  Burg,  H^f^*  ^J^^f 
Cajetifi.  Ttfiat,        ^39)  Okaji,  ghjf,  Berruytr^  &e,  (fo)  Simltr,  Jm* 

B  b  2  power 
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power  over  Pharaoh^  and  thy  brother  (hsill  be  as  thy 
prophet  and  interpreter  to  him  ;  and  thoug|i  I.  fu^cr  ho 
heart  to  continue  hardened  (D),  till  thou  liaft  vroueb 


I 


(D)  Wc  have  ventured  to 
depart  from  our  own,  and  al- 
moft  all  other  verfions,  which 
make  Got>  the  chief  hardener 
6r  PharaoB*s  heart,  that  he 
insight  inflift  the  more  fevere 
panifhments  on  him.  A  no- 
tion, which,  however  embraced 
fey  the  predeflinarians,  fcems 
fo  Shocking  to  reafon,  that  one 
^vould  fooner  choofe  to  fay 
with  the  fool,There  is  no  God» 
than  to  believe  him  capable  of 
fttch  manifeft  inju^ce.  We 
ifaall  have  occafion,  in  the  fe- 
quel  of  this  hiftory  to  fhew, 
that  thcyemfj  have  been  the 
firft  broachers  of  chi&monfb'ous 
dodlrine  ;.  and,  by  their  ver- 
fions  and  paraphraiei,  have 
led  the  way  for  others  to  ren- 
der thefe,  and  many  other  texts 
of  the  Old  Teftament,  in  a 
fenfe  in  which  neither  the  ori- 
gidaJ,  nor  the  whole  tenor  of 
Scripture;  nor  the  notion  of  a 
Deity,  nor  even  the  context,  in 
this  pardcnlar  cafe,  could  bear 
them  out.  Forwl^o  can  deny, 
that  what  God  did  to  Pharaoit 
and  the  Egyptians  was  much 
more  proper  to  foften  than  to 
harden  his  heart ;  efpecially 
when  it  is  obfervable,  that  it 
was  not  till  after  feeing  the 
miracles,  and  after  the  ceafing 
of  the  plagaes,  that  hh  heart 
is  iaid  to  have  been  hardened  f 


We  think  ouHelves,  theicfiMi, 
obliged  to  do  juilioe  to  tiui 
learned  critics,  who  havebcEB 
at  the  pains  of  deariog  fik 
Scriptures  from  chargiw  tk 
great  Judge  of  heaven  andeaitk 
with  fu&  foul  injuftice,  bf 
proving,  even  againft  the^^ 
that  the  verbs  here  uled  ife 
in  the  conjugations  fitlvk 
hiphil^  as  they  are  called  iv 
the  grammarians;  and  i^ 
often  a  bare  permiffion,  i 
which  they  have  given  nf 
many  unqueftionable  vekau^ 
whidi  we  (hall  not  hem  tM* 
Ueoor^cader  with,  fisei^i 
may  confult  the  authon  tki^ 
(elves,  whofe  names  he  «i 
find  in  the  margin  (41);  Am 
allthefe,  and  manyapicfl- 
thorities,  it  is  plain,  tbttik 
words  ought  ro  have  tai 
tranflated,  as  we  have,  ita 
God  fujfered  the  heart  ef  Wi* 
raoh  t9  he  hardened,  as  alt  ddl^ 
who  are  ever  io  little  vorWii 
the  Hehrenvy  will  readily  0*1 
As  for  thofe  places  whoe  it* 
(aid.  For  this  cau/e  havt  Ip 
thee  upy  that  I  m^ht  JhmBil 
power,  Sec.  it  h  plaia,  tlw 
ought  to  have  been  reodenfi 
Far  this  cau/e  haw  I J4^ 
thee  to  fuhfifty  ^  f  ftsai,  fc 
that  is,  I  have  forbonnocK 
thee  off,  or  fpared  thee  hm 
the  common  ruin,  &r^.wluGk 


h 


(4t)  Arr.  M^tan.  de  iMom,  Heir.  ft.  4a.  fin.  Cm.  fbai.  cent.  1 
Ccrbard,  de  Provid.  Cahv,  ^  Rung,  in  Exod,  Hunmin,  pt,  de  Prwtd,  z\K- 
Meitxer.  dijp.  GieJJ.  torn.  f.  740.  ^Mefner  antbropol,  dec,  l.  Pftifir  M 
r,  r.  ceta,  I.  /;  87.  Pelling  &  IVkitby  Mgaiffft frtd^fi.  Dr.  Clerk,  i  CUn:» 
lot,  Grot^  k  Scent  fjfay^  &  aU  ■         . 

has 


C  VII.     from  their  Egyptian  Boniagi^  &c.  jjrjj 

si]  the  miracles  I  have  charged  thee  with  \  yet  be  afTiire^,* 
that  I  will  bring  ^frael  out  of  their  bondage  tike  i  trruni^ 
phant  army,  and  the  Egyptians  fhall  know,  that  lam  tlie 
Lord.     Go  therefore,  and  let  your  mighty  wbrks  con- 
vince that  proud  tyrant  at  Jeaft,  that  your  mefTage  is  from 
a  greater  and  more  powerful  Monarch  than  hcC ,   Mof^s 
and  Aaron    forthwith    obeyed  ;   and,   havmj  prefented  -. 
thfcnifdves  before  Pharaoh^  confirmed  tl)rir  meiJag*  by    '^  ^*' 
the  firft  miracle,  and  Moftt  threw  down  his  rod,   which C^r* , 
turntid  immediately  into  a  ferpent.     Here  Pharaoh  fcnt^  ?^^'    . 
tOx  try  what  his  magicians  could  do,  and  thefe  likewife^.^^^  ^  '^^ 
turned  their  rods  into  Terpen ts  ;  fo  that  all  the  fuperiority^^^ 
which  Mofes  fhewed  over  them  at  this  time  was,  that  \i^^2be  magi- 
iqd  fwallowed  up  tbofc  of  the  Egyptiam  (E).     However,  f/^ah,  ^^ 

Hois  the  lame 
*  Eiwi  Vi.  p.  tot.  by  tbeiru 

'.  ^  ■■<••■ 

I^r  quite  another  {enftyaod  piian  mapriam  ^leaJciDg    ta 

onSy.Cbew^  thai  though  he  had  Pharaoh^  aodJiic  court^io  thia 

long  ago.  deferred  to  be  de-  purpofe  ;  Wk}  f^re  you  frigbtf^ 

Aimed,  yet. God  thought  fit  eJF  fFe   mr€  f^iff^rantaf 

ta>  let  him  fuhfiH,  till  he  had»  fnch  tbimgt^  fiiiag  im  fro/^ 

by  hid  many  wonders,  delire*-  the  fame  ovr/eMt^s  [z)^ 
ed  his  p0ople»  in  fpight  of  all        And  here^  £nce  we  are  eor 

his  oppofitioB.  tcring  ioto  a  Icmg  feene  of  iia- 

(£)  The  Taimud  hsa  pre*  >&i'8  miraclea,  the  greateft  pait 

fcbrved  us  a  tradition  of  a  prc^  of  which  were  imiuted  by  the. 

vetbial  taunt«  with  which  the  magtcianj  of  ^Pi^tfrap^^,  it  wiU 

Egyptians  fiouCed  Msfij,  when  not  be  amiis  to  inqaire  who  the 

he  began  to  work  his  miracles  latter  were»   by  wW  power  ^ 

among  them  ;    Thtm  hringeft  they  performed  thofe  wcmden, 

Jiranv  to  Af&a»   a   place  in  amd  why  they  came  fhort  of 

Egypt  where  ftraw  abounded  ^  fome  of  thoie  of  M9/ei*     Aa 

meaning,  that  he  had  chofen  to  the  lirft^  we  promifed  ia  a^ 

the  wrong   place  to  play  his  fbuier  place  to  ptrove,    that 

coojuring  tricks  in,  a  country  they  were  Jamties.  and  Jaminret 

that  was  fo  well  jftocked  witk  (3)  mentioned  by  SuPaal  t6 

ConJQxers..     Origen  iays,  that  have  withftood  Mofu  (4) ;  PJh 

they  (the  Egyptiam}  did  not  ny  calls  them  yamuessLrii  y^Un* 

abfolutely  deny  the  miracles  of  fha  {5),  when^fjpeakingof  the. 

Mo/ei i.but  only  pretended,  that  fed  of  the  magicians,  he  fayfi^ 

they  were  done  by  del a£on ,  and  that  Mo/ef, .  Janausy  and  Jviif* 

not  by  a    divine  power    (i).  pha^  were  the  heads  and  found- 

And  Philo  introduces  the  Egy-  ers  of  it.    They  are.celebrat- 

(0  Or}gicinuCtlf.liL%  f2)  ThiL  htwt.  Mtf.t^ii.  'f^ar**fri»nK 

Burnet,  f.  40.  (3)  Vid,fup.  pi,  34S,  349,  {P)t  (^>.  «  tim.  lit  I*  "* 

C  j}    Lib,  XXS.  f«  !• 


^  ■■  rk4  Hi/tery  of  fbt  Jem  B.I 

this  advantage  made  uo  great  impreffion  on  Pharuh^  wbo 
Sttmdmi'^'^^  attribute  it  only  to  his  fuperior  ikill  iji  nu^ 
rati*  /it^^'*  i»irac)e  therefore  was  foon  followed  by  anutber, 
•vaettrt  vhich  was  (urniDgall  the  ri(nntng  and  (landing  waun  of 
tuniti  in-^r/t*  ^^'^  blood  \  (o  tb^t  tbcrc  vas  not  a  <liop  of  vaM 
it  iiioJ.  Idi 

•     ed  in  the  Ta^ud  {^.)  tinder  However,  thoagh  this  opiM 

tbenomej  of  ^ISjMint*   Jf-  kubeeDlikewife  mai&tUDcdlf 

fhanimd  Mamri.  Thetargum  fevcral  eminent  peribns,  Imiji 

erf  Jmathan  (5)  affirms  them  yewi  and  Chriftii^!  (g);  fs 

to  have  been  Balasm'i   fons  j  tiist   of  St.  Ai0in  (10),    tU 

and  thvit  they  went  along  with  the/  were  done  by  the  foito 

him  to  Bahk  king  of  Mtiah.  of  the  devil,  has    been  mm 

So^e y/Ti^yj  autiiors call  tbem  univerfally  received,  and  tint 

Jmft  -ixA  Jamhrtf,    others,  for  the  two  following  reafoKi 

-     Jacbanan    and    Mamre  ;    and  firft,  becaule  ihe  Sciiptqfei  rf 

a:\xTi,Jaiiaba,nAJmires{6)i  the  Old  and  New  TeflE[wi( 

and  pretend,   that  they  were  feem  to  attribute    fome  Ml 

drgwned  in  the  Red  Sta  with  power  to  evil  fpirits  ;  anJ,  ft 

lieEgyptiafii;  though  others  condly,  becaufi:   Ms/e,  npnt 

ti)ipk    that  they  were  not  de-  fes  htmfelf  In  fucb  lermsa^M- 

jboyed  tifl  the  wiu- which  Pit-  nifeQIy  fliew,  that  they  rdlj 

tUM  waged  againft  the  A//^'<M-  unicatcdhim  inalltWeiv* 

'"'"  l7l-  y  den  they  wrought,  For,ijirtii 

The    MthamntimH     (8),  cafe  of  their  rmls  beioginaJ 

xfter  their  ufiial  manner,  have  into  fcrpents,  hcdothnoifij, 

j^ded  many  ridiculous  ftorifs  thattheymadethemappejiBlK 

to  this    conteft,    particularly  fuchbya  Afij)//D.vy/ft,;baifl« 

that  they  were  ordered  to  be  C]'J5ni>vn'J  irmnursiuiW 

put  to  death  by  Pharaoh,  who  thtj  Jiung  thtou  rven  <wi  Kl 

(iifpefled  ihem  to  hold  a  fecret  «/,  aaH  that  they  letamk- 

correfpondent*  with  Mefis,  be-  pnti.     And  in   all    the  otb) 

caufe  they  fuffered  hia  ferpent  cafes,  wherein    they   ipiilW 

tt  fwrallow  theirs ;  but,  from  him,  he  cxprefreshimreffita: 

the  whole  account  they  give  of  CJiOlLD'^n  p  nyyii,  or  a 

it,  it  is  plain,  they  looked  upt)n  HL'V  On,  and  the  mail^ 

the  wonders  wrought  by  the  dIJ  fi  liie^iji.  ;  or,  ^  (& 

£pFp/i<ia^rathcrashocuspocu9  magrciaxt^    even  they,  £i}i. 

tricks,  than fuj«rnatU7al works,  likevnfi.     \(  it  be  ajhcd.  wif 

(4)  ^r-fl^  "'n^-i'  "^-  9-  f  S'  '''"£■ "  JVi*.  xiii,  M.  rt>  s^ 
»A  ft,rV.  Ta/-**  r-A-,f. <&  ^^.  v,t.  fig.  (■,,  j\."' ,v,',',T 
(A  n:ri.kt  tM^t.  ■«>«.  ^  648,  mfif.jit^n'i  L,  c7'Z-  rl'«i. 

«"»■>.       (9)  -M-  -«.  S. ii. '.  .3  .y-yi*^  jw^rf  r.!:7:Ln  T 


(s;  ffje.E«  en«,ife.  trfMf.  *.  648,  Ifffia.  Mt^mCgi  ap.  Calm,'    C-i  ™. 

■  2***^.- '!"  ^-"^  ^'*-  ■"'''•  -*f«"'  ^e*'-'-  Aj"-",  b.,,.  cjfe.  (* 

Mb  o  #A  ffunmi  *       •',.'. 


in  th6  Whole  hnd  for  the  Egyptians  to  drink  (F). 
I  miracle  wad  likewife  imitated  by  the  magicians,  hut 
:her  upon  fea-water  brought  on  purpofe,  or  fome  frelh 
t  from  the  hnd  of  G^Jhen^  or  fome  of  that  which^* 
had  drawn  out  of  their  new-digged  wells,  is  not  ealjr 
jefs  ;  though  'i%  is  more  probable,  that  they  flaid  till 
waters  of  the  Nile,  and  other  places,  were  reiiored 
leir  former  cobur  and  tafte.  However  that  be,  Pha'^ 
Xvas  not  one  jot  the  nearer  being  convinced  •  :  iVherc- 

«  Exod.  vii.  p.  tot. 
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fuffered  them  to  borrow 
rower  from  the  devil,  to 
[date,  if  poffible,  thofe 
:les  which  his  iervant 
g;ht  by  his  divine  power, 
allowing  reafons  may  be 
for  it  i  namely,  firft^,  it 
lecei&rv  that.theie  magi- 
fhoald  be  fuflrered  to  exert 
ilmott  of  their  power 
ft  Mo/ej^  in  order  to  clear 


from  the  true  worihip  of  Goo 
(II). 

(F)  How  long  they  conti- 
nued fo  Mofes  has  not  told  us  i 
for  what  is  added  afterwards  in 
the  lail  verfe  of  this  chapter, 
that  feven  days  were  complet- 
ed after  the  turning  of  the  wa- 
ters into  blood,  is  rather  the 
fpace  between  this  miracle  and 
that  of  the  frogs,  which  they 
from  the  imputation  of  are  bid  to  perform  in  the  be- 
:  or  foroeiy  :  for,  as  the  ginning  of  the  next  chapter, 
n  of  fuch  an  extraordi-  For,  as  the  divifion  of  the  Bible 
art  was  very  rife,  not  into  chapters  was  of  later  ih- 
imong  the  EgyttianSf  but  vention,  and  introduced  for 
her  nations,  if  they  had  '  the  better  oonveniency  of  read- 
itered  Into  this  ilrenuous    ingit,  if  we  join  the  laft  verfe 

of  the  feventh  with  th^  bc.- 
ginning  of  the  eighth,  it  wHl 
run  thus ;  And  fpvi^  *dajs 
iviri  fulfilled  ofler  tpe  furft^  \ 
ing  i^f  nuaters  into  6Uod,  and 
the  LoRj)  /paie^  and  fo  oil, 
which  is  the  fame  as  if  he  had 
faid.  And  feven  days  aft^  the 
turning  of  the  '  wateriT  into 
blood,  God  fpoke  to  Mbfet. 
However,  this  chaxige  con*- 
tinued  long'enongC  to-kiU'^ll 
the  fiih,;.and  to  oblige  the  R 


etition  with    him,    and 

at  length  overcome  by 

both  the  Hebrews  and 
'tans  would   have    been 

to  ^^tribvite  allhbmi; 
( to  his  Ikill  in  magic,than 

divine  power.  Secondly^it 
;ceilary,in  order  toconfirm 
lith  or  the  wavering  and 
nding  IJraelites^  by  mak- 
Jiem  (ee  the  difference 
ren  Mo/es*i  afUng  by  the 
r  of  Gob,  and  the.  for- 

I  bythatof^o/^nr.     And,    gyftsans  to   dig  round  abcHit 
i' in   order  to    preferve-  the  river  'for  ^efli''wftlek^-^ 

afterwards    from  being ,  drink,  none  ot  U)i^.  rjs^^bcini^ 
ed,  by  any  ftUe  miracles,    fit  for  that,  or  aBy,.flithcr^c<.v 

11}  Ruperts  Ftmr,  Simltr,  Ftrus,  VUlit,  TremeJ.  &  af,  in  he, 

B  b  4  fore 


*>• 
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'hirJ  mi'  fart  Mofis  was  again  fent  to  threaten  him,  chit,  if  he  did 
rac/f,  of  not  kt  Ifrail  go,  his  whole  kingdom  fliould  be  fo  fiUed 
fr9gi.  with  frogs,  that  their  ovens,  their  beds  and  taUcB,  ikouU 
fwar^i  with  them  ;  as  they  accordingly  did  ac  the  time 
appointed,whiift  the  magicians,  indeed,went  an  to  perfiodt 
hira,  that  MqJh  was  only  fuch  another  miracle-mooger 
s^  they  were,  by  imitating  alfo  this  miracle,,  and  faiug^ 
ing  a  frefh  (warm  of  frogs.  They  might  indeed  haMe 
ihewed  their  fkill  to  a  better  purpofe,  if  they  had  tried 
to  have  removed  thofe  infedls,  of  which  the  Egyptians  iaii 
not  want  this  frefh  fuppiy ;.  but  it  feems  they  hid  not 
power  enough  to  do  that.  Wherefore  Pharaoh  was  le- 
daced  to  fend  for  Mefes^  and  to  promife  him,  that: be 
would  let  Ifrael  go,  if  he  would  but  deliver  him  and  Uf 
country  from  that  odious  vermin.  Mofes.  took,  him  -it 
his  word,  and,  defiring  him  to  name  the  tune  when  he- 
fhould  rid  the  land  of  thofe  creatures,  did  prccHely  per« 
form  his  part ;  (o  that  by  the  next  day  there  was  sot' 
one  frog  left  alive  in  all  the  land.  But  whilft  his  fubjefis 
were  gathering  them  up  in  heaps,  in  order  to  cariy  them 
oflF,  their  ftench  being  like  to  have  bred  an  infeffaooi 
Pharaoh  was  thinking  how  to  elude  his  promlle,  not  con- 
fidering  that  he  only  made  way  for  another  plague. 
For,  when  Mofes  found  himfelf  baffled,  he  toudiiedi. 
feMrthmi-ihe  diift  with  his  rod,  which  was  immediately  turned  into 
racie,  of  lice,  or,  as  fome  think,  into  gnats;  which  fmall  infeS, 
ihe  lice,  they  fay,  is  more  commbn,  and  the  fting  more  torment- 
ing, in  Egypt^  than  any*where  elfe.  But  our  veriion  feems 
to  us  more  agreeable  to  the  original,  and  to  the  genen- 
lity  of  antient  and  modern  tranflations  and  expofitors^s 
Thefe  infe£led  man  and  beait  in  fuch  quantities,  that  om 
woiiM  have  imagined,  that  all  the  duft  of  Egypt  had  been 
turncc)  into  lice.  Pharaoh  fent  for  his  magicians,  an^ 
bid  them  try  their  fkill,  in  vain ;  for  either  their  power 
proved  too  (hort,  or  was  curtailed  by  a  fuperior  hand  \ 
fo  thst  they  were  forced  to  acknowlege,  that  the  finger 
of  God  did  plainly  difplay  itfelf  in  this  miracle  (G). 

However, 

^  Ghald.  Targ.  Joseph,  ant,  1.  n.  c.  14.  Rabbin.  Mob* 
^AH.  MuNSTXR,  Vatabl.  Jun.  Bochart,  &  al. 

•  • 

(G)  '  What  hat  been  iaid  magicians  covld  not  now  briiig 
undet  Ihh  head  in  the  M  note  forth  lice,  when  they  had  bceo 
will  eafily  lead  ns  toananfwer  able  to  produce  fwarms  of 
to  the  next  queftion,  why  the    frogs,  and  other  infe^     For, 

without 


C  YII.   from-Aihr  Egypdm  Smdifgij  &c.  3f^ 

■     However,  Pharaoh  not  regarding  their-words^  ^ii^afis  tnA 
)     ^tffVR  met  hixn  the  next  morning,  2s  he  was  going  fbwn 
1     tx>.the  river,  and  told  him,  that  his  obfiihacy  would  onYf 
3     bring  more  and  worfe  plagues  upon  him,    the  next  of 
P     which  would  be  fuch  mixed  fwarms  of  flies,  as   wouhl /y^^  ,^/. 
^     ^larken  the  air  ;  that  God,  however,  would  put  a  iii^racle^  of 
'     fereoce  between  his  people  and  the  Egyptians^  and  thzf /kvarms  y 
tbere  ibould  none  be  found  in  all  the  laAci  of  Gqffjerij  tho*£ieu 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom  fwarmed  with  them  >  adding,  that 
the  next  day  fliould  bring  this  new  plague  upon  him.     Ac- 
cordingly, hy  the  next  morning  the  air  was  filled  with 
thofe  infeAs,  whofe  bite  was  fo  venomous  and  painful,! 
that  the  mifcbief  which  they  did  to  Egypt  became  into^ 
Icrable  $j  and  forced  the  king  to  Tend  for  Mofes  and  Aaron^ 
^nd  to  tell  tliem,  that  he  would  give  them  leave  to  iacri* 
iice  to  their  Goo,  provided  it  was  done  within  his  domi- 
nions.    To  this  they  anfwered,  they  could  not  comply 
with  his  conmiand,  without  imminent  danger  of  their 

«  Vid,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  45. 

without  having  recoorfe  to- the  joft  inierenoe  1  which  is,  that' 

common  folution^  that  this  yvas  that  monarch  had  no    otheir 

a  creation  of  a  new  kind,  of  view  in  employing  tbem^  than 

.    v^riiiin,  which  tfierefbre  could  to  afTure  himfclfy  whether jRf#-  ■-* 

not  be  imitated  by  the  devil,  yJ-j's  miracles  were  really  fuch^  •  / 

for  which  we  have  no  warrant  and  done  by  a  divine  affiftancc,- 

from  the  text*  which  expredy  or  only  fuch  jugglers  tricks  at 

calls  them  lice,  it  will  be  fufli-  his  Egyptian  magicUns  u(cd  to 

cientto  (sly,  that  herein  Mofet  amaie  the  vulgar  with  ;  and   \ 

fhewed  his  foperior  power  in  not,  as  fbme  have  iinagined^ 

tying  their  hands  from  work-  to  try  whether  the  God  of  the 

ing  a  miracle  in  all  refpedts  as  He^renv^s,  by  whofe  poWet  Mo^ " 

eafy  as  any  they  had  done  till  fis  aded,  was  a  ftronger  Deity  ' 

then.     For  this  was  more  tlian  .  than  that  of  the  Egypti^ns^  by 

fufficient  to  extort  this  confef-  which  the  magicians  flrove  to 

fion  from  them,  that  he  aded  imitate  him  s  not  but  in  eichbk- 

by  a  fuperipr  pow^r,  and  that  cafe  there  was  fiiScient  proof  ' 

the  Hnger  of  God  was  in  it  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  for- 

(15).  mer,  to  make  the  king  defilt 

And  accordingly  we  find,that  from  any,  further  trial  of  that 

Pharaoh  was  To    fully  con-  ■  of  the  latter ;  though  hw  a,-f , ,. 

vinced  of  the  truth  of  it,  that  verfenefs  to  part  with  tiieifrael" 

we  do  not  read  of  his  making  ites,  he  could  not  but  ^ai^ly.  . 

any ^^r^er ufe  ortheAi i >and  fee,  WbiiM:&iltr1&|»9fii. 'mm  1% 

this  wlU  lead  ns  tt>  another^  ftyetetj^^iti/'      *\     '      •] 

lis)  ExcJ. '^uu  ts.    r-Jrit/hyUe^jKM^d'vMihtBeiMjh. 

lives. 


^ 


yj%  '        ^^  Hifidry  of  the  |t#s  '         /  B.  T. 

livres,  feeing  they  fliould  btr  obliged  to  fecrifice  fadi  crea- 
tures as  the  Egyptians  worfliiped,  who  would  therefore 
be  reddy  to  ftone  them,  as  guilty  of  the  moft  horrid  and 
abominable  facrilege.  They  therefore  infifted  upon  going 
three  days  journey  out  of  the  land,  that  they-  might  nfieiy 
perform  their  God's  command.  This  anlwer,  which 
gave  him  fuft  reafon  to  fufpcS  that  they  had  a  mind  to 
;o  away  for  good,  put  him  to  a  terrible  nonplus  ;  butat 
cngth  he  confented  that  they  thouM  go,  provided  it  wa»  at 
no  great  diftance  from  Egypt ^  and  they  promiied  him  fakh« 
fully  to  return  again  in  a  little  time.  M^fes  afiured  him, 
that  he  would  imjnediately  go  out,  and  intreat  the  Lord' 
fbr  him,  and  defired  him  to  keep  his  word  ;  but  no  iboner 
had  his  prayer  obtained  a  reprieve,  and  delivered  th9  king- 
dom from  thofe  venomous  infe6b,  than  the  king  drew  oa 
^  ,  •  another  plague  by  his  obftinacy  and  breach  of  promifefr.  ■ 
*"  ,  *"r  This  next  judgment  fell,  according  to  iWi^/^j's  wOrd, 
<auU9f   ^^  ^^  *^  cattle  of  the  -  Egyptians  ^  the  greateft  part  rf 

tlfe  Ecyp-^'^*^^  ^*^^  ^y  *^  ^^^^  ^^y?  ^^'''^  ^^^^  ^^  *^^  IJraelitts 
^jj„j,^y//^^ remained  unhurt.     But  this  not  touching  the  king  near 

iy murrain  Chough,  the  next  that  followed  was  more  efFe£lualIy  felt 
Stventb    by  him.     It  was  a  violent  and  painful  boyl  which  orole 
miracle^    out  upon  man  and  beaft.     Pharaoh^  according  to  cufioiiQ, 
hfyis  upon  had  recourfe  to  his  magicians,   who,  being    themfefva 
men  and    fmitten  with  the  boyls,  dared  not  appear  before  Mifes^ 
hiafis.       and  Pharaoh  continuing  flill  obftinate,  it  was  not  long 
before  Mofes  was  fent  to  threaten  him  with  a  more  terrible 
one,  in  which  the  voice  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  fhould  be 
Eighthmi'  heard  in  thunder,  and  his  vengeance  felt  in  fuch  dreadful 
rtf r/p,^^ii/- ftorms  of  hail,  as  had  not  been  known  fince  the  founda- 
■'aZv  ^^^^^^  ^f  £gyP^'     He  gave  him  but  one  day  to  confider  of 
tbunders,  j^^  affuring  him,  that  the  next  day  would  prove  a  difraJ 
one  to  the  Egyptians^  unlefs  he  confented  to  difmifs  the 
Ifraelites  before  that  time,  between  whom  and  the  Egy- 
ptians God  would  put  fuch  a  difference,  that  the  land  of 
Gojhen  fliould  be  intirely  free  from  the  terrible  punifc- 
ment  with  which  Egypt  would  be  half  undone.     Ahfti 
accordingly  lifted  up  Jliis  rod  towards  heaven  on  the  next 
morning  :  whereupon  the  thunders,   lightnings  and  hail, 
followed  one  another  fo  thick,  that  Egypt  was  half  dc- 
ftroyed  by  them.     The  hail  that  then  fell  was  of  fuch 
prodigious  bignefs,  that  it  killed  man  and  beaft,  broke  all 
the  trees,  and  deftroyed  all  the  barley  and  flax  it  chanced 
10  fiUI  upon.    The  wheat  only  and  the  rye  efcaped^  \xr 

• 

h  Exod.  viii.  per.  tot, 
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caufe  they  ovirere  Aot  fufficiently  grown  ;   for  the  barky* 
harveft  in  Egypt  b^ns  about  thi  middle  or  latter  end-cf 
March  ;   whereqa  that  of  the  wheat  and  rye  doth  not 
begin  till  fix  or  feven  we^s  after.    As  for  the  laml  of 
Gojben^  it  was  found,  upcui  inquirv,  to  have  been  as^  free 
from  this,  as  it  had  been  fronvall  the  former  plagues.-    :  : 
These  thunders,  li^tnings,  and  efpecially  the  hail, 
which  were  the  more  extraordinary,  becaufe  it  feldom  or 
never  rains  in  that  part  of  Egypty  fo  frighted  the  proud 
king,,  that  he  fent  immediately  for  Mofgs  and  Jaren^  and 
exprefied  himfelf  in  fuch  terms  to  them,  as  might  ha^e 
pafTed  for  fure  tokens  of  a  real  converCion  ;    and  only 
begged  to  be  delivered  from  the  noife  of  thofe  dreadful 
thunders  \  after  which  he  promifed  not  to  detain  them 
one  moment  longer.     Mofes^  though  he  gav^  no  credit  to 
this  promiie,  did  yet  engage  to  obtain  a  fpeedy  cefiation 
of  them,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  gave  the  Egy- 
ptiaps  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  miiUiief  that  hdATtigrua' 
hqcn.  done  by  the  hail,  which  they  found  to  be  much^^^^^K^^ 
greater  than  they  had  imagined.     This  infpired  many  of ^^"^  4^  ^^r 
(hem  with  a  real  fear  of  the  God  of  Ifrael\  hut  Pba^ 
f;^«^  and  his  council  no  fooner  perceived  that  the  ftorm 
ytdiff  over,  but  they  returned  to  their  old  way  i.     Where- 
upon:.^<7/^5  was  fent  to  threaten  diem  with  a  worfejudg* 
qnenti  t^/s.  with  fuch  an  infinite  number  of  lociiifoas 
fliould  cover  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  eat  up  wiut  the 
bail  had  left  undeftroyed.     There  were  fome  about  tiie 
king  then,  who  took  the  liberty  to  reprefent  to  him  thc^ 
uncpnceivabie  damage  which  his  kingdom  had  already 
received  ;  that  Egypt  was  already  defiroyed,  and  that  it 
was  high  time  the  Hebrews  were  fent  away  to  ferve  their 
Gop.     Pharaoh  was  now  perfuaded  to  let  them  go,  but 
having  fent  for  M»fis  and  Jaren  back,  to  inquire  who  of 
them  were  to  go,  and  who  to  ftay,  he  was  fo  highly  pro^ 
voked  at  their  uififling  upon  taking  with  them  their  wives^ 
children,  cattle,  and  aU  that  they  had^that  he  cmdd  not  forr 
bear  upbraiding,  them  with  their  ill  intentions,    which^. 
though  concealed  with  fo  much  art,  and  cloaked  with  the- 
fpecious  pretence  of  religion,  did  yet  but  too  plainly  (hew» 
that  they  had  no  mind  ever  to  return  into  Egypt  agaiti^ 
He  warned  them  of  the  danger  thev  ran  therafelves  mtcii 
and.advifed  them  to  content  themielves  with  taking  only 
the  men  with  them»  and  leaving  their  wives  a|id<£ldFe|i 
behind  y  and  having  threatened  them  feverely^-  c^ilferi 
them  to  be  thruft  from  his  prefence. 

^  Exod.  ix.  P.  tot. 
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Ninth  mi'  MosES  WIS  no  fooner  got  out,  thtirfae  ^lifted  up  lui 
racle^  of  tod  over  the  land  of  Egypt.  This  was  qtiiekly  followed 
kcufts.  byan  caft  wind,  v^iich  blew  all  the  night,  and  brought 
fuch  a  numerous  fwarm  of  locuib  by  tfae  next  mommg, 
as  bad  never  been  feen  before ;  and  thefr,  fpreavding  diem- 
felvcs  all  over  the  land,  did  in  a  little  time  eat  up  emery 
blade  of  grafs,  and  every  thing  that  had  efcaped  tfae  fform 
of  hail.  Pharaoh  did  not  fail  to  fend  for  Mofes^^  to  ova 
his  fault,  and  beg  for  one  reprieve  more  ;  but,  havine  ob- 
tained it  by  means  of  a  weft  wind,  which  blew  all  the 
locufts  into  the  fea,  he  continued  as  inflexible  as  ever. 
^itith  mi'  Egypt  was  prefently  after  fmittcn  with  fuch  horrid  dark- 
raclgf  of  nefv,  that  Mofes  choofes  to  exprefs  it  by  a  darknefs  that 
great  dark  ^^y  be  felt.  During  the  three  days  it  lafted,  the  £^ 
nefs  during pi^^^  did  neither  fee  one  another,  nor  dare  toftirODt  of 
thretdays,^^y^  place,  whilft  the  land  of  Gojhen  enjoyed  its  ufuJ 
day- light.  The  horror  of  this  obfcurity,  which  could 
not  be  ^removed  by  the  common  methoos  then  ufed  t9 
fupply  the  abfence  of  the  fun,  cau fed  fuch  dreadful  ap- 
prchenfions  in  the  king  and  all  his  fubjedis,  and  was£> 
heightened  by  the  difmal  outcries  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  that  their  confternation  may  be  much  eafo 
imaguied  than.  exprefTed.  As  foon  therefore  a$  tbeiight 
was  reftored  to  them,  Mofes  and  Jaron  were  xmmediittlf 
fcuit  for,  and  the  king,  according  lo  cuftom^  txJd  tbon^ 
that  he  was  willing  to  grant  their  requeft,  and  that  tfaey 
might  go  with  their  wives  and  children,  but  indfted  th2t 
their  flocks  fhould  be  left  behind.  Mofes  therefore,  after 
many  proper  expoftulations,  obferving  PharaoV%  unwil- 
lingnefs  to  confent,  told  him  in  exprefs  terms,  that  thty 
would  take  all  their  cattle  with  them,  and  that  not  a 
fingle  hoof  fhould  remain  in  Egypt-  We  need  not  won- 
der, if  fo  proud  a  king  as  Pharaoh^  could  not.  hear 
fo  bold  a  demand  without  the  higheft  refentment/  He 
caufed  him  to  be  thruft  from  his  prefence  with  the  utmoil 
indignation,  threatening  him,  that  if  he  dared  to  come 
before  him  any  more,  it  fhould  certainly  coft  him  his  life. 
Such  impotent  threatenings  had  nothing  in  them  that 
could  frighten  a  man  like  Mofes  ;  only  it  is  fuppofed,  that 
it  was  at  this  laft  interview,  that  be  iigniiied  to  the  king 
the  finifhing  ftroke  of  the  divine  vengeance  upon  all  the 
firfi«born  of  men  and  cattle  throughout  Egypty  which 
Ihould  caufe  fuch  a  confternation  among  all  his  fubjecb, 
that  they  fhould  oome  with  bended  knees  to  the  Ifratliui, 
und  beg  of  them,  in  the  moft  fubmiiCve  terms,  to  depart 

Out 
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out  of  tbeir  country '  j  wbilft  God  would  lUUl  (hew  fuch 
regard  to  the  latter,  that  they  fhould  enjoy  their  ufiial 
calipnefs  and  tranquillity,  not  a  dog  daring  to  open  bis 
mouth  againft  any  of  them.   Mo/es  l^  no  (ooner  finifbed 
this  laft  prediction,  than  he  retired  to  his  people  into  the 
land  of  Gojhen^  where  the  Ifratlius  celebrated  the   ^p^S-Tbe  paj* 
Over  that  very  night  m,  according  to  God's  command  \o^er  celg- 
and  it  was  in  this  night  alfo,  that  Mofes  bid  them  hot-brated. 
row  what  jewels,  fine  raiment,  and  other  precious  things 
jthey  could  from  their  Egyptian  neighbours,  aiTuring  them 
from  God,  that  they  fliould  find  them  very  ready  to  ac- 
commodate them  with  the  beft  things  they  bad  ^  (H). 

How- 

\  Exod.  xi  8,  k  feq.     Vid.  Usher  anoal.  fab  A.M.  ^%l%. 
^  Id.  ibid.  YiLLfiT.  Be  al,  "  £xod.  xi.  &pdi.  p.  toc^.. 
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(H)  Before  we  enter  iato 
the  inllltution  of  the  paiTover, 
which  was  attended  with  iLe 
lafl  and  moft  dreadful  plague, 
the  death  of  all  the  firiUbom, 
ic  ivin  not  be  amifs  to  inquire, 
how  long  a  time  Mofes  took  in 

bringing  all  the  plagues  upon 

^gyft,  efpecially  becauie  fome 
^ronologiils  have  fpan  ic  out 
Id  ten  (20],    and   others  to 

twelve  months  (21)2  whereas 

ic  i^   moil   likely,    that  they 

liappened  all  within  the  fpace 

ffi  one  month  i  which  is  the 

term  in  which  the  great  arch- 

biihop  Vjhev  has  included  them 

all,  from  Mofes\  ow  a  account, 

as  follows  (:^2). 

About  the  iSth  day  of  the 

fixth  month,  *.vhich,  in  the  year 

following,  and  after,  was  rec- 
koned the  twelfth  mouth,  was 

fenc  the  plague  of  the  waters 

torned     into    blood,     which 

ended  feven  days  after  (25). 

About    the  cwenty-£fch  day 

r iC )  Bocrb.  tfp.  P'tlU:^, .  , .  (11 )  Judai  fert  &«iiff « ;  Vid.  UJhsr  iuhAi^^. 
^/,  2513.  Gtf.cPr.jrJ,  ^  mL  (22;  Annal.  ih'J,  Vid,  etiam  Ferrer,  &  yii/ft* 
in  ltf<»         \}Z)  i'*«<»-^' vii.  2c.  'Z^;  />.  viii.  lo.  {%%)  ^.  v.  I7. 

Csafry  ^^'  *•  -4-  ^  -5'        (^7;  ^^••'-  ix.  3,  5,  6.        (38)  /i^.  v.  8,  ^Jcf. 


came  on  the  fecond  plague  of 
the  froggy  which  was  removed 
the  day  following  (24}  £  an^^ 
about  the  twenty -ieventh  day, 
came  on  the  third  plague  of 
lice  (25). 

About  the  adth  day  M9fet 
threatened  them  with  a  fbarth 
plague  of  HieSy  and  other  ver* 
mm,  which  came  on  the  tweo- 
ty-ninth  day,  and  were  all 
taken  away  on  the  30th 
{26). 

About  the  ill  or  ad  day  ef 
the  next  month,  which  was 
afterwards  made  theiiril  moath 
of  the  year,  hUfts  brought  the 
murrain  upon  the  cattle  (27J. 
About  the  3d  day  t^e  iUta 
plague  brake  out  upon  man 
and  beaft,  and  upon  the  ma*^ 
gidans  (28}. 

About  the  ^th  day  ^isfts 
foretold  chem  a  leventh  plague, 
which  he  brought  upon  them 
on  the  5Ch ;  which.  wa»  of 
thunder,    rain,  and  grievm 


iufirfi  ift'  However,  it  miift  be  obfervtd,  that  thft  ccitmony 
fiiMion.  of  eating  the  paflbver,  as  well  as  the  method  of  doing  )t, 
had  been-  prcfcribed  by  God  to  Mofis^  and  by  him  com- 
ftiunicated  to  the  Ifraelites^  during  thefe  tranfaAions  diat 
pafled  between  him  and  the  king  of  Egypt,  though  they 
are  poftponed  to  the  twelfth  chapter,  to  prevent  the  btcak- 
ing  the  feries  of  thofc  Wonden  which  GoD  had  Wrought 
by  him.  The  account  which  he  has  given  us  of  this  in- 
ilitution,  is  prefaced  with  a  command  from  God,  that 
that  month,  which  was  then  the  fixth  of  the  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  common  or  civil  computation,  (hould  firom 
thenceforth  be  the  firft  month  in  the  year  in  the  iacred 

hail  mixed  with  fire,  with  month, 
which  their  flax  and  barle/  Upon  the  loth  day  of  tUi 
were  imitten  (29),  bat  their  now  firft  month,  nviich  vm  > 
wheat  and  rice  were  not  hurt,  the  thirtieth  of  April,  attwi- 
not  being  yet  out  of  the  groond.  ing  to  the  J  aUan  calendar^  tfn 
Whence  Nic,  Fuller,  lib.  iii.  Thurfday,  was  in(!ituted  lie 
wtifiel.  I.  rightly  obferves,  p.  feaftof  thepaiTover,  andfwett- 
389,that  th,isplague  happened  bread;  to  wit,  the  pafctei 
in  the  month  Ahih,  lamb  was  chofen  and  killed  on    ' 

About  the  7th  day   Mofes  the  fourteenth  day  (33). 

threatened  them  with  an  $th  Mofes  now  brings  upon  then 

plague,  and  accordingly   fent  the  ninth  plague  of  three  dajrs 

it  the  day  following,  *vi9i.  that  darknefs  (34)  ;  and,  upon  tbe 

of  locufts  to  devour  all ;  which  14th  day,  nuhich  ivas  M^ytht 

plague  he  removed  about  the  fourth,  upon  Monday  <with  Ut 

9th  day  f  30).  which  was  the    la  ft  time  be 

The  month  JH^,  which  hi-  fpoke   with    Pharaoh,    Mcfn 

therto  was  the  feventh  month,  foretold  him  the  tenth  plagoc 

was  from  this    time   forward  which  fhould  come  upon  him  \ 

made  the    firft  month  of  the  namely,  the  deftrudlion  of  all 

whole  year  (31),  for  a  memo-  the  firft-born,    which  came  to 

rial  of  their  departure  out  of  pafs  the  night  following ;  and 

Egypt ;  from  the  beginning  of  then,  turning  himfelf  away  in 

which  month  the  epocha  of  the  great    anger,    departed   from 

Jtwijh  calendar  is  from  thence-  him  (35).     At  the  evening  of 

forward  deduced  (32),  though  this  day  was   the  paflbverce-    . 

the  end  of  the  former  account  lebrated  (36).                           1 
fell   on    the   middle  of  the 

(29)  Wtd,  v.  iS,  ai  31.  (30)  Exoi.  r.  4.,  aJ  jg,  (3 1 J  £«/• 

Xif.  1.  ^  jcUI.  4.        (32)  Num,  ix.  I, «.  Ctmf.  eumExod,  xl.  17.  (?3) 

vSw^.  Xju  3.  (td  21.  (34)  Jbid,  X.  2tj6ffio.  (35)   Bid,  fitr, 

as  ad  Z9.  ^  c.  xi.  1, 4>  «•  (3^  i*'<'.  x£ad^.  %t. 

calendar  s 
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J     calendar.  (K)  ;,and  that  all  the  other  fcalts  pf  ^be  yrar, . . 

i     which  were,  afterwards  to  be  inftituted,  Ihould  be  regu-       .r.,.; 
lated  by  that  of  the  paiTovcr,  the  celebration  of  which  the  ^i/^rW'/r 
readex  may  fee  in  the  place  quoted  in  the  margin  *r    This  and  t/um- 
in}uni£tion  was  to  be  perpetual,  but  on  this  jiight  xh^ymrofii. 
were  Moreover  to.fave  the  blood  of  the  lamb  in-  a  baioa, 
^od  fprinkle  the  two  iide-pofla.and  crofs^poft  of  their  doors 
with  it,  that  the  deftroying  angel  might  leave  their  houses 
untouched,  when  he  pa&ed  by  to  defiroy  the  iirft-bora  cf 
JEgypt^  and  to  execute  the  divine  vengeance  on  their  gods, 
whether  it  were  their  princes,  who,  in  the  language  of 
i>$cripture,  are  often  called  gods,  or  thofe  animals  whjch     *^ 
that  fuperftitious  nation  worlhiped.    Inmemory  of  which 
.great  deliverance,  they  were  to  keep  this  feaft  of  ujolcsL-VnUavew* 
vened  bread  {even  days,  that. is,  from  the  fourteenth  AdiftdbrHid. 
^  sit  even,  until  the  twenty-iiril  day  at  even ;  during  which, 
whoibever  was  found  amonjg  them  eating  of  leavened 
.bread,,  whether  he  was  an  Ifratliu^  oit  a  ftranger,  was  to 
t^lbp  iut  oiF  from  IfroiL    The  firft  and  laft  of  theife  feven 
4Kf»  were  to  be  kept  holy,  and  free  from  all  manner^  of 
!.!V(^rk.    Laftly,  no  ftranger  was  to  be  admitted  to  eat  of 
/ttbepaflbver,  unleid he  confentcd  to  be  circomcifed.     As 

for  the  Ifraeliies^   they  were  ftri£Uy  to  remember  this 

'great  and  glorious  night,  and  to  inilrufi:  their  children  in 
'  the  meaning  of  this  inilitution,  that  they  might  likewift 
>|)erpetuate  the  memt>ry  of  it  to  future  ages. 

/'      The  people,  whom  fo  many  dire  judgments  on  tfaeT^Ifiaei^ 
Egyptians  had  rendered  more  tradtable,  received  Mdfes^sitti  oBey, 
orders  with  the  utmoil  i:efpe£t,  and  went  to  put  ibRm-^nd  kill 
;,  iclves  in  readinefs  to  <:xecute  them  (L).  -  thtpajfo^ 

*  Exod.  xii.  3,  &  {icq. 

(K)  This  mouthy  which  is    cred  calendar  waffirom  tiboXK- 
,  called  in  the  HebrfnxiAbib^  and     forward  deduced,-  though  die 
vhad  been  tiU  then  the  feventh    end  of  the  fonoeraoconiitftll 
month,  and  continued  fo  to  be    on  the  jnkidlc  of  the  moftth 
ill    the   (ecular  year,  became    (38).  >      •  ; 

from  that  day  forward  the  (L)  Theft  comteakids  may 
£ril  month  of  the  iacred  year,  be  properly  reduced  to  thsee 
in  memory  of  this  wonderful  heads  ;  n)iK,  firft,  to  -gather 
depsurture  out  of  the  land  ^f  themfelves  from  9II  the  comers 
^&t^  (37)  y  ^d  from  t)ie  of^bc  j^ingdbni  into  the  tud 
beginning  of  this  month  the  -  of  ifififiH  \  it^btlMr  waitiAn- 
epocha  of  the  ^irac^i^  or  &^^  able  to  fiij^pdle,  tnat  (Mi  a 

(37)  Bxod,  xii.  2.  ^itb  xUi.  4.  (3t)  NtmA%iaL%  t,  2,  foith  Exod. 

]^l7t  .  Fid,  UJh,  ann,fub  A,M,  1519. 

vaft 
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Thb  night,  which  was  to  prove  <b  joytul  to  iImh 

and  fo  fat^  to  their  enemies,  heing  onnac,  asd  Gab^ 

commands  being  pun&tally  obeyed,  whilft  botb  fidei  iiKit 

in  the  greateft  tranquillity,  the  Egyptians  tbmkmg  hm 

a]i  the  phgucs  paft,  and  Fbaraoh  flattering  hinrfm,:<hl 

Mofei'%  threatening  againft  the  firft-horn  ha^  proMd  ahfl?- 

tive,  becaufe  four  days  were  ehpfed  fince  itwas  rtrnonprdt 

whereas  he  uied  to  give  him  but  one  day's  warnMji  ji| 

the  former  plagues  ;  and,  on  the  other  baod,  tbt  i^vm* 

ties  keeping  thcmfdves  in  the  pr<rfbundcft  filei»ce»  Jmaw. 

ing  what  horrid  flaughter  was  to  he  made  among  tk 

nefirft'  Egyptians  ;  in  the  middle,  we  &y,  of  that  veiy  niffhlf  Gfii 

horn  Qfthi  f^f^^  {^  jg  deftroying  minifters,  who  fuddenly  cUfpemd'thMfr 

Egyptians  f^j^^  ^  ^^^^  ^y^^  kingdom,  and  finote  all  the  fiiflMioa 

ff^^r^^wh  immediate  death,  from  the  firft-borit  win  iatei 

deftroytng  pharaBb's  thxons^  tothe  firft-boraof  theimfMnfoiicdcflpr 

^"i^  -       tive,    and  even  to  that  of  the  meaneft  animal  ift  ^ 

land*    The  firfl  expedient  this  afirighted  noonarch. 

I^q{^^^  think  of,  was  to  fend  immediately  for  AA/esaad 

Auon/ent  who,  being  fettled  at  Ramefes^  not  fiur  fiocn  hii 

f or tand  or- titjy  were  foon  brought  to  hin,    who,    inftead  of  hn 

dired  to    ufual  threatening  and  upbraidings,  waa  urgent  and  fRfit 

depart,      for  their  departure  with  their  children,  cattle,  and  aO 

ihey  had.    The  Egyptians  likewifc  were  no  le&  impMiiBt 

to  fee  their  backs,  fearing  left  every  minute  of  dicff  fti^ 

fhould  prove  their  laft.     The  IJraeHtes  found   them  tt 

ready  to  lend  them  the  moft  valuable  things  tbey  had,  n 

vaft  multitade,  amounting  (as  other  than  a  religions  Qnejtbt 

we  (hall  (hew  in  the  fequel)  was  to  laft   but   a  few  ifSfL 

to  upwards   of  two  millions  Thirdly,  to  eat   the  piflom 

and  an  half  of  fouls,coald  be  all  at  the  time^  and  with  all  ck 

contained  in  that  little  fpot  of  ceremonies,  that  had  been  m- 

ground  i  fo  that  it  required  no  fcribed ;  and  this  was  to  tab 

fmall  difpatch  to  communicate  up  fome  time,    four,  dajs  it 

the  orders  of  their  departure  leaft.      However,   Provence 


to  them  all.     Secondly,   To  fo  ordered  it,  that  they 

get  all  the  rich    things  they  all  ready  on  that  night.     Aal 

could  from  the  Egyptiauj ;  SLtid  the  Pjalmift  tells  us  (i),  that, 

this  required  fecrecy,  fince  it  notwithfianding  the  great  nam- 

i&  not  probable,  that  the  E-  ber  of  their  old  men,  womeo 

gyptiaiu  wohU  have  proved  fo  and  children,    there   was  nst 

jgfSsmofL%9  if  they  had  fu^ped-  one  feeble  pcrfom  among  il 

«d,  xkax  this  joorsey  was  any  their  txibea. 

(1)  P;.  cr.  37. 

t^miblvcs 
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themfelves  were  to  borrow  them ;  and  Mefesj  who  was 
too  well  acquainted  with  Phara$h^9  changeable  temper  to 
ftay  til)  he  relaxed,  made  all  the  hafle  he  couM  to  put  it 
out  of  his  power  }  and,  having  fettled  the  beft  order  he  y.       ^ 
could  among  that  vaft  multitude,  and  in  the  general  con-  ^a^ 
fufion  that  then  reigned,  he  gave  the  fignal  for  their  de«-     g 
parture  long  before  break  of  dsly.     Leaving  therefore  the  ^^f  ^q^^ 
JSgyptians  to  mourn  for,  and  bury  their  dead,  and  loaden    jaqi/ 
with  their  fpoils,  they  began  their  march  under  the  con-  ^^^^iv'^^ 
dud  of  Providence,  and  of  Mofes^  being  to  the  number  7-^,  num- 
of  fix  hundred  thoufand  men  able  to  bear  arms,  befides^^  of  thi 
old  men,  women  and  children,  fervants,  and  an  innume-Ifraelites 
rable  multitude  of  ftrangers,who  joined  themfelves  to  them^  that  went 
and  followed  them  In  their  march  (M.)     As  foon  as  they  0«/  of 
were  arrived  at  SuccotbjMofes  made  them  encamp  according  Bgypt 
to  their  tribef  and  families,  which  was  likewife  the  ordef 
in  which  they  had  been  dire6)ed  to  march.     It  is  to  be 
obferved  here,  that  the  diftance  from  Ramefes  to  the  ut- 
iBoft  borders  of  Egypt  on  the  fide  of  the  land  of  Canaan^ 
was  not  much  above  threefcore  miles,    fo  that  Mefes 
could,  in  a  few  days  march,  have  brought  them  out  of 
fharaoh^^  territories  ;  yet  God   fo  ordered  it,  that  they 

(M)  They  had  continued  in  were   forced    to   carry  their 

Egypt  from  the  time  of  Jacob*^  paHe  with  them  ankavened^ 

firft  coming  thither,    to  this  with  which  they  baked  them* 

very  day,  which  was  the  fame  felves  cakes  upon   the  coals  i 

day  of  the  fame  month  and  and  what  other  provifion  they 

week,  a;/».   Monday  ( i },    the  could  get,    they     took   with 

(pace  of  two  hundred  and  fif-  them  undrefled,  and  marched 

teen    years,      though    Mofet,  from  Ramefes,   Mofes^s  dwef- 

compucing    it  from  the  firft  ling-place,   to   their  firft  en- 

coming  of  Abraham  into  Ca-  campment  at  Succotb  (3].     Jo- 

naan^  reckons  it  four  hundred  fepbus  tells  us  (4),  that  their 

jmd  thirty  years^  as  has  been  dough,    and  other  provifion^ 

already  ihewn  (2}.   There  was  which  they  carried  from  Egypt^ 

yet  one  main  thinfir  wanting,  lafted  them  a  whole  month; 

<z;/«.  the  iecurxng  or  a  foffident  but  it  is  not  likely,  that  the/ 

quantity  of  provifions  for  all  would  load  themfelves  with  fuch 

that  multitude;    and  perhaps  luggage,  which  miJl  probabi- 

they  expeded  to  have  had  time  licy  they  knew  not  how  to 

enough  to  have  got  it  before  prelerve  fb  loi^,  when  they 

their  march,  but  the  Enptiatu  bad  fo  much  better  things  to 

drove  them  away  with  loch  de-  carry  out  of  the  ^ib'of  the 

fperateeagernefsy  that  the  people  Egyptians.       "     ' 

(I)  UJJifer^s  Ann.jvhA*  M.  2513.         (»}  Ftif,foprs,  f,  »53«-i55>  (K). 
(3)  Excd.  xii.  p,  t9t,  (4)  AtJif.  L  ii.  r.  15, 
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were  ftill  forty  years  before  they  fet  their  foot  iip6tt  the 

borders  of  the  promifed  land. 

^befirft'       Whilst   they  continued  at  Succeth^  which  was  their 

born  of     firft  encampment,  Mofes  was  commanded  by  God  id 

Ifrael  r^-confecrate  the  firft-born  of  men  and  beafts  to  him  ;  the 

fecrdtid.    firft  born  of  men  were  to  ba  redeemed  at  the  -price  of 

five  ihekels,  that  is,  of  the  fan£tuary,  which  was  worth 

double  the  common  one,  that  is,  about  two  (hillhigsaAd 

fix-pence  ;  fo  that  the  whole  fiim  amounted  to  about  twelve 

{hillings  and  fix-pence  ;  which  money  was  afterwards  to  6e 

given  to  the  priefts.  This  redemption  was  founded  not  onlj 

.    :         upon  the  right  which  God  has  over  all  his  creatures,  bnt 

more  particularly  upon  the  acc6unt  of  his  having  fpued 

the  firft-born  of  the  Ifraelitesy  when  he  fmotc  thofe  of  I 

the  Egyptians^  which  was,'  as  it  were,  the  feaf  and  finifli- 

ing  ftroke  of  his  wonderful- Judgments  on  that  proud  iAd 

cruel  nation  (N.J  *    • .    .  ■'- 

Moses  had  itill  another  care,  which'  wia^  to  fettle  Ae 
«rder  of  their  march  in  To  regular  a  method,'  that  di^ 

(N)   Thk  hWf   concerjaipg  ,. tell  us,  they  plaq»l.  t]lel^  in  a 

the  firft-born  of  men,  did  hot  new  faxnptUQus .  caf  t,  oir  iq^ 

at  all  regarJ  the  women  ;  for  herfe,  which     they  made  xn 

if  the  firlt-fruits  of  a  marriage  march  under   the  guard,  and 

proved  a  female,  no  redemption  condod  of  the   tribes  of  £• 

was  to  be  paid  for  her.     Se-  fhraiin  and  Manaffeh  his  two 

condly,  as  to  that  of  beaih,  it  children  (5).     They   likewife 

extended  only  to  the  clean ;  the  affirm  ,      that       e^r^y    tribe 

unclean  ones  were  to  be  either  brought  the  bones  of  the 


redeemed  by  a  clean  one,  as  of  their  fim>ily  with  them :  but 

an  afs  by  a  lamb,  or  to  be  kill-  though  they  are  not  always  to 

ed,  and  flung  away.  They  wei;e  be  credited  in  matters  of  this 

ordered  to  teach  the  reafon  of  nature,  and  Jo/ephus  doth  not 

this  law  of  redemption  to  their  feem  to  have  dreamed  of  fach 

children    and     grandchildren,  an  ad:  of  filial  piety,  or  dfe 

that  their  pofterity  might  never  he  would    in    all   probafailitjr 

be  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  it,  have  recorded  it ;  yet  St.  Su- 

nor  the  wonders  which  were  pben  feems  to  allude  to  fimK 

wrought  in  favour  of  them  be  fuch  tradition    among    them; 

forgot.     Amdng  all  the  cares  when  he  faid,  that  Jaab  ad 

which  Mofes  and  /iaron  had,  the   fathers  went    down  into 

they  did  not  forget  to  bring  Egypi^  and  were  carried  ofcr 

JofephH  toBn  and  bones  with  into  Siebem^  and  laid  in  die 

them,    purfaant   to  the  oath  fepulcre which^^Ai&Av  boiq;iu 

which  that  patriarch  had  ex*  of  the  fons  of  Emm§r  (6). 
a^d  from  them.     TYa&Jrws 

(5)  Vid.  EUe  SbetMtb  RsUab.  ScB,  PTl^n TIMT  &  rabbim^  malt. 
(6)  AHi  Yii.  15,  16. 

.4  might 
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might  be  no  confufijn  or  quarrel  among  chat  vaft  and 
mixed  multitude,  and  that  they  might  be  ready  to  face 
about  and  ftand  in  their  own  defence,  in  cafe  of  a  pur- 
AiJt,  or  of  their  meeting  with  ariv  difficulty  or  obftrudtion 
from  the  nations  through  wbofe  territories  they  were  to 
pafs.  However,  to  prevent  thefe,  or  any  other  accidents 
jwhich  ixiight  make   the  people  think  of   returning   to 

■  £gypt^  God  was  pleafed  to  forbid  Mo/es   to  take  the 
neared  way  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  that  is,  through  that 

.of  the  Philijiines,  and  ordered  him  to  wheel  about  along 
-the  coafts  of  the  Red  Sea  towards  Arabia  Petraa.     He 

-  likewife  made  them  march,  not  like  runaways  in  confufion  Order  of 
and  diforder,  but  like  a  regular  army  in  battle-array  ;  xvijheir 

«  which  order  they  went  from  Succoth  to  Etham^  towards  ^*^^^* 
/Irabia  Deferta^  which  is  therefore  called  in  the  original  ^'^^^'^'^ 
;the  wilderncfs,   near  the  borders  of  which  Etham  was^^^/**'^'*^ 
fituate,  where   they  arrived  on  the  fecond  day  after  their 
departure  out  of  Egypt,     This  route  Mofes  made  them 
take,   defigning  probably  to  get  to  mount  Sinai  by  the 
point  of  the  Red  Sea  ^  \  but  GoD  made  him  take  another 

"  on  the  next  day,  and  to  turn  towards  Pi^hahiroth,  which 
lifei  between  the  Red  Sea,  znAMigdol^iABaal-xephon^O). 

Herein 
^  Exod.  xiii.  p.  tot. 

(O)  VVe  know  but  little  of  tion  made  of  two,  and  them 
the  geography  of  all  thefe  differently  pointed  in  the  He- 
places.  As  for  the  5«ffff/^  here  brenv^  yet  if  they  differ,  it  is 
mentionwl,  we  muft  not  con-  only  that  the  one  waj  a  pro- 
found it  with  that  which  Jac^b  vince,  and  the  other  the  chief 
called  by  that  name  when  he  town  of  it  (50).  Etham  is 
came  out  oi  Mefopotamia  (47),  fuppofcd  to  be  Buthte  of  He- 
though  the  former  may  have  rddotus  ;  and  Pi-bahirotby  the 
been  fo  called  in  imitation  of  city  of  Heroum  on  the  extreme 
the  latter,  upon  account  of  the  part  of  i\i^  Arabic  gulph,  or 
booths  or  tents  which  the  Jf-  the  Phagroriopolis  placed  by 
raeiiies  fet  up  there.  Jofe-  Strabo  (51)  near  the  fame 
pbus  calls  it  Letopolisy  where  he  place.  All  that  we  known  of 
fays  Babylon  was  afterwards  Migdol  is  only  that  it  £gnifies 
built,  when  Cambyfes  invaded  a  tower.  Baalzifhon  feems 
Egypt  (48);  it  is  thought  by  wholly  unknown  to  the  an- 
many  to  be  that  region  which  tient  geogj^hers.  ^htje-wtjh 
was  called  TrogUdytis,  by  the  rabbie$,  anti  after  theaaGr^^/iir/, 
Red  Sea  (49).  As  for  kamejis,  believe  it  to  have  been  an  idol 
though  there  feems  to  be  men-  ;  iet  pp  to  guard  the  confines  of 

(^47)  Geti.  xxxiii.  17.  (48)  -^««  '•  ^*  ^-  15-  (49)  ^'^*  Simler, 

mUet.  (50)  W.  ibid,  (5O  ^'^^  xi^-  ^h  C«/fl».  difrt. 

in  Uc,  ^  WilUt  in  loc.  -  .  ^ 

Cc  z  Egypt. 
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Herein  God  was  pleafed  t6  fiiew  Us  care  farAettk 

another  miraculous  manner  :  for  thougli  he  nuglhc  Im* 

notified  to  them  when  and  whither  to  marcbt  or 

to  halt  and  encamp^  as  he  did  bb  other  commanhi  If: 

«the  mouth  of  Msfes  and  Aaron  }  yet,  conGderingf 

tradablenefs  of  their  temper,  and  bow  apt  they  would  k 

to  murmur  againft  them  at  every  fuppofed  wrone  kqp^  lei 

condefcended  to  conduA  them  by  a  more  vi&k  «tf| 

L  **' tI*  n^n^cl/j  by  a  pillar  of  light  in  the  ni^t-fea(bo,  uiwf 

u^fiiri  *  ^**'""™'^  ^^  fmoke  in  the  davrtime.     Thefc  cohuniit  c 

IfM^e  ^^^  ^^  fmoke  never  forfooK  them  during  their  foif 

^*  '  years  wandering  in  the  wildernefs  ;  but  were  their  oonte 

7ht^  are  .guide  throughout  their  forty-two  encampments,  aal  te 

ltd  ty  /Arreted  them  when  and  whither  to  march,  according  a 

miraaJtMs  they  faw  it  before  them,  and  when  to  halt  when  dq 

fillar*       perceived  it  to  ftop.     But,  whether  it  was  given  to  tks 

at  their  firft,   fecond,   or  third  march,   at  Sua$th^  9 

Etbamy  is  not  eafy  to  guefi  at  by  the  text  v. 

In  the  mean  time  God,  who  knew  what  was  tni^ 

ading  at  Pharaoh's  court,  and  what  meafures  that  mt 

narch,  and  his  no  le(s  infatuated  fubje^,    were  taUt 

to  purifue  them,  commanded  Aiofes  to  wheel  about,  m 

God       •■  to  march  from  Etham  towards  Pi-bahir^tb  ;   wbkh  k 

teiri^//i&^iK  between  the  fea  and  Migdol^  over-againft  Baal-tifimi 

wheel  4-.  and  to  encamp  before  it.    For  by  this  time  the  Eg/fifi 

houi  tc     began  to  repent  of  their  parting  with  the  Ifraelites^  kl 

lofing  the  benefit  of  their  fervitude  ;  and,   thinluif  At 

they  might  eafily  catch  them  intangled  bet\ireen  the 

tains,  and  fatigued  with  their  march,  had  prepared  i 

fiderable  army,  together  with  fix  hundred  of  the  choiai 

chariots,    behdes  all  the  chariots  of  war   that  couU  k 

found  in  Egypt^  and  a  vafl  multitude  of  officers  aodil* 

Pharaoh    diers,  who  were  all  in  full  march  after  them.     M^fu  te 

purfues      not  given  us  any  further  particulars  concerning  thatinoj; 

but  Jofefhusy  who  feldom  fails  to  improve  the  text,  wfc* 

ever  it    ferves  for  the  honour  of  his  nation,  mako  it 

"  Exod.  xiii.  ver.  ult. 


'wards 
^  Pi-hahi- 
*roth. 


after. 


Egypt.  Eufebius  takes  it  not 
for  a  ilatue,  but  a  town  ;  and 
places  it  (52)  near  Clyfma^ 
though  St:  Jerom  has  omitted 
it  in  ills  tranflation.  It  (lands 
upon  the  moil  northern  point 


of  the  Red  Sea,  where  Ae» 
tients,  eipeciaUy  the  Jt^ 
think  the  I/ratUies  nM  I; 
and  wjhere  ftands  to  ttisAf* 
Chriftian  monafiery  (53}. 


*-  (sa)  L9e,  Hthr.  (53)  Vid^CMlm,  bj/t.   V.  % 

aif  •  &  ^t^%  m  th  pajage  of  tbt  Rid  Sci, 


C  VIL    from  their  Egyptian  Bondage^  &c,  jg^ 

amount  to  fix  hundred  chariots,  fifty  thoufand  horfe,  and 

two  hundred  thoufand  foot  *  j   and   Ezechiel^   the  poet 

quoted  by  EufebiuSy  hath  increafed  it  to  a  million  of  men. 

But  whatever  the  army  was,  Pharaoh  put  himfclf  at  the 

head   of  it,  and  led  it  with  fuch  fpeed,  that  he  overtook 

them  at  Pi-bahiroth^  and  encamped  there  in  full  fight  oiand  ever^ 

the  Ifraelites  \  but,  whether  it  were,'  that  his  army  vf2i^  takes  them. 

too  much  fatigued  with  their  march,  or  that  he  thought 

himfelf  fure  of  them,  there  being  no  vifible  way  for  them 

to  efcape  him,  unlefs  they  flung  themfclves  into  the  feaj 

or  laftly,  that  Providence  prevented  his  immediate  falling 

upon  them  ;  nothing  hoftile  was  undertaken  againft  them 

that  night  (O). 

On  the  other  hand,  the  puflllanimous  j^i7^///^i,  inured 
to  bondage,  could  not  behold  ihcEgyptian  army,  encamped 
fo  near,  without  the  utmoft  confternation  and  dread  ;  and, 
inflead  of  having  recourfe  to  that  mighty  arm,  that  had 
fo  vifibly  ftretched  itfelf  out  in  their  favour,  ran  in  a 
tumultuous  manner  to  Mofes^s  tent,  complaining  that  he 
had  brought  them  to  be  butchered  in  the  wildernefs  ;  and 
that  they  had  now  nothing  to  expeft,  but  the  mod 
cruel  death  in  that  difmal  place.  This  ungrateful  lan- 
guage, to  which  Mofes  had  already  been  ufed,  though 
nothing  fo  much  as  he  was  afterwards,  rather  moved  his 
pity  than  his  anger ;  ^ut  he,  looking  upon  it  as  the  cScQ,  of 
their  extreme  danger,  and  cowardly  temper,  inflead  of  up- 
braiding them  with  it,  comforted  them  with  the  affurance,  Mofes 
that  this  would  be  laft  time  of  their  feeing  the  Egyptians  u.   comforts 

He  had  no  fooner  difmifled  them,  than  he  went  and/^^^^. 
made  his  application  to  God;   who  was  immediatelyy^^/r/irf 
pleafed  to  order  the  people  to  begin  their  march  towards  Ifraelites* 
the  fea,  dire£ling  him  at  the  fame  time  to  ffaretch  out  his 
rod  over  it,  and  aifuring  him,  that  the  waters  of  it  would 
forthwith  divide  themfelves,  and  make  way  for  them  to 

»  Exod.  xiv.  10,  &  fcqq.  *  Ant.  1.  ii.  c.  15. 

(O)Itis,  indeed,  moft  likely,  to  force  them  to  yield  them^ 

that,  feeing  them  hemmed  in,  as  felves    prifbners    by    famine, 

it  were,  by  the  fea,onone  hand,  than  to  cut  tliem  in  pieces,  a» 

by  impa&ble  mountains,  and  he    might  eafily  have  done ; 

his  own  army,on  the  other,  and  fmce  by  the  one  he  reduced 

for  want  of  arms,  as  well  as  them  to  their  former  flavery, 

courage,  as  incapable  of  fight-  but  by  the  other  he  ran  the 

ing,  as  they  were  of  flying,  he  rifque  of  Ipfing  a  confid^rabjie . 

nvght  think  it  more  advifeable  part  of  the2n« 

Cc  3  tfi 
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go  tbrough  It  as  on  dry  land  ;  whilft  Pharaoh y  and  Us 
whole  army,  venturing  to  purfire  thc^nn,  (hould  be  finally 
overwhelmed  by  its  waves.  Alofes  obeyed ^  and,  whilft  4 
ftrong  eaft  wind  was  dividing  that  arm  of  the  fea,  to  open 
a  pad  age  to  them,  and  the  Jfraelites  were  beginning  tfadr 
march  towards  it,  the  angel  of  the  Lord^  who  coih 
duiSed  them  in  the  pillar  of  fire,  removed  from  the  front 
to  the  rear  of  the  army,  and  flood  between  them  aitd 
that  of  the  Egyptians ;  fo  that  the  column  of  fire  pro- 
duced a  double  efFeA,  giving  light  to  the  I/raelius  in  tbeit 
march,  and  cafling  a  darlcnefs  over  Pharaoh* s  campi  to 
prevent  his  perceiving  what  was  doing  in  that  of  th 
Hebrews^  Whilft  thefe  were  pafling  through  the  fea»  tk 
facred  hiftorian  tells  us,  that  the  waves  arofe  in  hetpii 
and  flood  as  a  wail  on  each  fide  of  them  (P).    By  tl» 


(P)  Thoagh  it  would  be 
lendlcfs  to  troable  our  readers 
with  an  inquiry  into  all  the  par- 
ticulars With  which  the  gene- 
rality of  commentators  have 
amufed  themfelves^  with  re- 
fped  to  this  wonderful  paflage, 
it  will  not  be  amifs,  we  hope, 
to  make  a  fliort  inquiry  into 
the  main  and  moft  material 
point,  namely,  whether  it  was 
really  miraculous,  or  not  ; 
that  ij,  whether  the  fea  was 
really  divided  by  a  fupernatural 
power,  or  whether  Mojes  and 
his  hoil  did  only  coaft  fome 
part  of  it,  or,  at  moft,  crofi 
over  a  fmall  nook  at  low- 
water,  and  timed  it  fp  well, 
that  Fharaohy  endeavouring  to 
do  the  like,  perifhed  in  the  at- 
tempt. I'his  is  fq  fer  from 
being  a  new  queftion,  that  Ar- 
iaphanesy  an  antient  writer  (54), 
affures  us,  that  botji  thefe  opi- 
nions were  held  by  the  Egy- 


ptian priefts ;   that  is,  die  f» 
mer  by  thofe  of  HeIiopt&s,mi 
the  latter   by    thole  of  J6» 
phis.  The  lafl  of  thefe  las  beet 
alio  followed  by  many  emiint 
men,  both  ^eivs  andCirifim 
(55),  yr^o,  without  ^apm 
the  main  part  of  this  tai 
adion  to  be  xniraculous,  bne 
fallen  imp  the   notion  of  the 
Ifraelites  only  coaflii^  it  alea^ 
and  making,  as  it  were,  a  ion- 
circle  round   the  iea-fhoicit 
low- ebb  ;  or  crofling  it  oslftt 
one  narrow  point,  wJiilfttk 
fea  was  gone  off.     Whae  « 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  fad 
an  opinion  cannot  be  soil- 
tained,  without  a  maniieftt^ 
viation,    i .  from   the  exfitB 
words  of  Mofesy    and  fc\Tnl 
other    places    of  holy   writ, 
where  this  tranfadlion  is  mo- 
tioned :    2.    from  reafon  1"^ 
experience,    founded   oo  tk 
knowlege  we  have  of  the  ebb- 


(f4)  j^p.  Eufcb,  /.  iv.  c.  27.  (5/;)  Abenex,  &  ah  rabbin,  ap,  /jtf«» 
Cre^or,  Turon,  biji.  I.  i.  c,  lO.  T.  Aquin*  in  i  Cor,  i.  Tojlat,  •«.  is  t^ 
xiv.  19.  tatd.  Burgenf.  in  Ipc,  Gifietr,  in  chronic,  ad  mnn,  2zt9»  ^'* 
in  ver,  19.  Exod.  xiv.  FatabL  in  loc,  Le  Clare  dijfcrt*  dt  trmjtH,  SUr,  1^ 

(^  al»  midt%  • 

■«■    ■  •         • 


C.  VII.    from  their  Egyptian  Bondage^  &c. 

time  the  Egyptiansy  perceiving  that   the  IfraeliUt  were 
marching  off^  and  that  the  cloud  which  conducted  them 


was 
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ipgand  flowing  of  the  Hid  S fa, 
and  the  impoiSbility  of  fuch  a 
numerous  hoft  performing 
ffich  a  coafting,  or  crofTmg,  in 
£0  little  a  time  as  that  admits 
of:  3.  from  the  known  chara- 
^er  of  Mo/es  as  a  bare  hide- 
nan,  and  from  fome  concurring 
teilimonies  of  antiquity  to  his 
afccount :  and>  laftly,  from 
the  far  greater  majority  of  au- 
thors of  all  religions  and  ages, 
who  have  all  along  maintained, 
and  fome  of  them  proved,  the 
oantrary  opinion.  As  to  the 
&rSt,  nothing  is  plainer  tbaa 
tJttt  the  whole  tenor  of  Mp- 
fgs^s  account  is  pointblank 
contrary  to-fuch  a  notion.  We 
need  mention  but  fome  lew 
pafiages  of  it ;  fuch  as,  thmt, 
t/fm  bis  fir  etching  out  his  r%d<^ 
fy  GodV  c9tnfHandf  o^tr  thi 
nvaters,  a  mighty  luind  artfe, 
and  divided  them  ;  that  they 
Jiood  up  onbtafs,  andnvere  as 
a  nvall  on  the  right  astd  lefl  v 
that  the  bottom  of  thefta  tvas 
dried  up^  and  that  tht  Ifraelites 
marched  through  it  as  on  drf 
iandy  and  the  like  (56) :  that 
God  di'uided  the  Red  Sea  tnio^ 
farts  4ir  dvuifiom,  and  made 
Ifrael  fafs  through  the  midft 
of  it :  that  he  led  them  by  the 
right-'handof  Moies,  difviding 
the  ivaters  before  tbem^  to 
make  him/elf.  an  e^verlafting 
name  ;  and  that  he  had  led 
them  through  the  deef^  as  an 
horfe  in  the  luildernefsi  that 


be  *walked,  or  rather  eaufed 
lirael  to  nualk,  through  the  fea 
(57)  ;  and  many  more  of  the 
like  nature ;  to  fay  nothing  of 
the  apocryphal  books,  which 
abound  with  the  fame  expref- 
fions.  If  it  be  ofajedted,  that 
the  lad-quoted  paiTages  out  of 
the  pfalms  and  prophets  are 
poetical,  and  confequently  not 
to  be  taken  in  their  literal 
fenfe,  all  that  can  be  inferred 
from  thence  is,  that  they  con- 
vey to  us  loftier  ideas  of  this 
wonderful  event,  than  Mofes, 
whofe  fiyle  is  hx  from  being 
fwoln,  has  done  in  his  acconnc 
of  it ;  but  it  would  be  unrea- 
fonable  to  fay,  that  they  were 
only  defigned  to  exprefs  a 
tranfaflion  fo  purely  natural 
and  eafy,  as  the  other  iide 
fuppofes  it  to  have  been. 

Whether  Jofepbus  de/igned 
to  lefTen  the  miracle,  or  to 
make  it  more  credible,  when 
he  tells  us  (58),  that  ^if  Pam-> 
philian  fea  opened  a  *way  to 
Alexander,  in  his  expedition 
agasnftheVerfitins,  is  not  very 
material ;  for,  though  we 
ihould  grant  that  to  be  the  right 
meaning  of  his  words,  and  that 
he  met  with  that  account  in 
fome  book  then  extant ;  or 
even  that  i^  Cur  tins  intimates 
fomething  like  it»  when  he 
fays  (59),  that  that  conqueror 
had  opened  a, nonsj-wAJoy  by  the 
fea  s  yet  Strabo.  will.ibon  fet 
us  right,  who  tells  us,  <*  that 


(56)  Exod,  x\v^  &  XV.  paff.  Num.  Deuteroti,  &c. 
13,  14.  6?  afib'  Ifa.  Ixiii.  iz,  13.  Habak*  iii.  i^. 
JO.  {59)  Xf*.  r. 


(57)  ^f  «xxv» 

(58)  Ant,  i.  ii.  c 
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"  there 


4(1  //:s8^^^^«!)tc^jil^jMFSci^^\     \Vb.l  I 

itioflv/  into 


^. jwi^i'liiriii^viych  tlwre  i»^.»  cmftefi-diftamoctcthai^it  ilk 

'.^^taicita  te  ift tSilm  fmd  aadliat^  duringntiitiitiiwiitf 

/'{jiill^*!  rbtti.dnK  jproond  ifi  kMr^watVi;  ^nev  oMif  !iU% 

.^Si(&  nilkedL  wjiieh,  ait   tke  trnvelit  |6i}^at!.*iMeMH9 

f>< vcpyma  f.'qtun  i  and  dMC*  finm;  wlwtr^:  imnt  -pooiM 

f*  JUxMdiT,     coming   -ilhEat  aiikdtlowfid.t«ii!flil  Uo^ii^ 

Itf  iW»xen:  ictnrtacl  1  .fatt'  tbtH*  dliedjpMDSs,whiafajdiefapiaiiiii 


t/l  it.  iu^flNV^  fea  be 

.'^  fVJAter»  dusi  wiier9l  fwoiik^  low-wateuv  -  "oaftnlcsbatineiift 

'^f  bcCEWB  ,lie.ih»d  palW  it»  Ite  bufeidvrii^thetfFHne  tf  faffa 

^l.mkUkK^M^'TUflttntbm-  unlr  Jqr^degrcMiiiasd^iirJft 

%e^lliatikaa^i*A(»*pftrityJNS*  tbii  ]Ml&ut;cix>«;:ib|p||l» 

9mtsik^^,pSbti^.^'^-If'  agia» t»giimtbwigtotfMiiiW 

r4c*4<M<dtli>ipoiiaiQgof^j^  Tie  wife  *di^veipte,otetfl 

4iW^»  jBvhatover . th«  ?rwj|ft  be-aUowed^.lxith ef  Um^fli 

l|iftoria|i!&>de(]gn.  Bught  be  in  fpaoe  of  paflaMe  'yuurii  4i 

DVHitionii^  tbem  together.  a  nodcfate    ooaififttatiai^  ^ 

':iWe  c^mt  now,   2dly»  to  about  tworJiandred 


Smvhihu  tlie  fiotionoJF  4^  ing  fa Jwnry  or^mM, huiW 

^4*8  leAdin^them  along  the  r^-  and  fifty  .pace»  daniiftt^ 

iborei  pr  througli    a  narr^iy  hour»i  > .  Ifavr ^t  .is  pbm,  te 

jtG^t^   i9.cQi»trai:y  to  reafim  anniitit»det  confifiiBg'itM 

s^jexperience.    Aod.heie  we  of  upwards  ef  two  kp» 

dQ  iie^ly  : grant*  Ihat ,the.  Re^  idHi h^tif  menv  voncMU' 

4^;.^i{bbg  lafod'flows.like  other  drea»  andvflavesv-  iaoimbMi 

i^»  tb^  haye:^  commanica-  l)cfides  wddrigtcatqiii^iib^ 

tivn  ..with>  j(he  .of^a^  1  that  i^  cattle*^  hooflwid-ftdF,. and  lia 

tjn^t  ^  wfir^8\ oC  it;  rife  tOr  fpoils  of  the  '£g^Jsm,mM 

«f^5i9:;jthe ,  iftiQre,  during  Ay  n$ve(  4perform  ftkh^  a  muik 

l^Par8|<^A4  llt^r  haying  con.-  within  fiiihort^.^we  j«y^ 

<jtWHed;  j^h^ttti >  quarter  of  ^  i)yithi]i«rea.doubie  tllu  ^ 

imfltH  Kigh-vWater,  ebb  dowa  thongh^wakflraold  ailone^^hdi 

^M.d4i:iiig.9^thiPi^.|u(:hpHi9..  9ik  doable  ;  the  bmdiii^'af 

jM!i^>jwli9-have  eyaa^ed  at  groisMitQrdoit  tuiv  v^yntf- 

^  .i(6q)i  ^fiSf A/,  itt.  xiv.  mi>JfiUtt^  i„  ^ffad  ail>v  ^  t^^     ■  ^  .16^)  JM^ 


C JVIl.   from^biir'Egfipnw^ SMi^ij  &c. 

ifttm  aiiother  clement  4  much  left  touMvhey  fujppdfe)  that 
irwouUbproveas  fatal^^to  thein^  as  it  Tras  friendly  to  thofc 

whom 
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_  win  bold  eqofldly  good 

I  uli^flifb  tbofe  who  AippDie, 
:  :Aift  they  :only  coo^d  doiig 
I  iome  pare  ^f  the  {et,  and  tbofe 
c  jwho^JnaiBtah^ that theycroiTed 
3  ttatimaliarm  or  point  of  it, 
c  flrfaiGh  is  towards  the  further 
(I  'cnd,  near  the  ifthmus  of  SuiK^ 
.  Jning.tfaat  fix  or  eight  hours 
5  tenU  not  have  fafEoed  for  the 
i  paflageof  foimmexife  a  inolti- 
f,  aliovi^  them  what  tireadch 


I]  'Of  room  you  will;  much  lefs 
jP  iS^r  Pharcadr.  to  -have  entered  it 
j  .Urith  his  whole  hoft.      • 
L  :•.  It  will  not  be  aim£i.here  to 


jj^jobfervc^  not. only-  hovrimpro- 

JmaXci  it  is,  that  none   of  the 

ui  ^gyp^i^f  ihoald  '^kiioiv  any 

J  ithipg  of  the  d)bing  and  flow- 

y  ing^theiea;  but  how  abliird 

J  jk.  is  to  foppofey    that    they 

•  ifliould  all  obftloately*  perfift  in 

,   /purftting  d^e  I/ra§litts  throagh 

M,  when  they  faw  it  gradually 

MtnrfiiBg  upon  them^  till  they 

rvcre.  allfwallowad.ap  by  it. 

Jkides^  who  caa  fiippofe,  that 

Hhfi  i/hiM'/</.  vencdring  -  into 

^thtc!  fca  waar.a   pvcneditated 

thiog?   or-  even  that  Mafrs 

cottlacntenaitt  the  Itaft- iafpi- 

cion^i  that  the  Jj[^^ri4ntf  wouM 

hs  ibfoon  at  their  hetlSydwy 

who  had  been  ib  lately  and  fo 

ifercKly-  4>bgned  §u  detaining 

them,  and  werofo  urgent  for 

aheir  departure  jt;  Sere  ic  is, 

that^.    if.  hfer'  had..  aay>  foch 

;thoiight,  he  adtd:  moH  impo- 

ljtidy»  hi  bringing^  them  into 

npiacQ*  where  th^  werriiemr 

jnj^    in  by  the  fea    on  one 

haodi   and  the  mountains  on 

tJ}C  other  I  wherfaii  had  Fhq-- 


ra^bfiMk  his  arrival  at  Fi-bmhi^ 
r9th^  immediately  &llen  upon 
them,  as  it  was  natural  to  ex- 
pe^  they  muft  have  been  ob* 
liged  to  flounce  into  the  fea 
long  before  the  tide  had  open- 
ed a  pafiage  to  them,  if  not  at 
the  very  time  of  high-water, 
in  which  cafe  they  mnft  have 
been  all  either  drowned,  or  cut 
in  pieces. 

And  this  brings  us  to  our 
third  obfervatfon,  that  fuch  a 
notion  is  repognanc  to  the 
known  character  of  Mefes^-ea 
as  a  bare  hiftorian  ;  «nd  that 
it  calls  in'  queftion,  not  «n]y 
his  avowed  modefty  andi^cra- 
city,  bat  even  his  fenfby  learn- 
ing, andexperieoce.  '  Fo^<m 
the  one  hand,  who  can-  ima- 
gine, that  the  maiaiaioersof  it 
can  ^ve  any  credit  to  his  re- 
lation, when  he  telli  them, 
that  God  alone,  who  knew 
what  paffed  in  Sgypfy  unex- 
pe^Udly  jostde  them  take  this 
new  route  ?  When  he  defcribea 
his  own  furprize,and  the  peo- 
ple's conllemation,  at  the  ight 
of  the  ksft^ian  army  I  When 
he  aiTures  them,  that  God  in- 
terpofed  his  miraculous  power, 
on  their  behalf  i  and,  in  a 
wordy  that  he  divided  the  fea, 
to  make  a  free  paiTage  for 
them,  and  to  overwhelm  their 
enemies  ?  What  notion  muft 
they  have  of  his  fincerity,  when 
he  makes  all  IftiHl  lefoand 
the  praifes  of  God^  as  the  an- 
thor  of  a  deliverance  Which 
was  intirely  owing  to  his  owq 
cunnine  and  pcdicy  ?  On  the 
^Uld,'  what  ffluft  they 

thuk 
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^hi  Hifisryof  the  Jtm      \       :B.L 

whohi  they  fo  eagerly  purfued.     For.  it  doth  lurt-  appear 
by  the  text,  that  the  Egyptians  were  fcniible^  that  they 

were 


think  of  his  condd£t  and  expe- 
rience,  that  could  be  guilty  of 
fuch  an  oferfight,  as  leading 
them  into  the  very  mouth  of 
the  extremeil  danger,  and  be  fo 
weak  as  to  betray  it,  though 
cloked  with  the  pretence  of  a 
miraculous  power  and  dire- 
^ion  ?  We  fhall  only  add,  that 
he  mud  have  been  the  mod 
imprudent,  and  withal  the  moil 
conceited  man  alive,  that  could 
take  it  into  his  head  to  make 
fuch  a  vaft,  and  not  over -cre- 
dulous multitude  believe,  that 
their  pailage  was  altogether  as 
miraculous  as  he  affirms  it  to 
havel!feen,when  they  could  not 
but  be  well  aifured  of  the  con- 
trary ;  much  lefs  appoint  a' 
folemn  feiHval  of  feven  days, 
and  injoin  it  to  be  obferved  by 
them,  and  their  pofterity,  to  all 
future  ages,  in  memory  of 
their  pretended  miraculous  paf 
fing  through  the  fea ;  when  the 
experience  of  a  much  fhorter 
time,  than  they  continued 
along  that  coaft,  could  eafily 
have  convinced  them,  that 
there  was  nothing  in  it  but 
what  was  natural,  and  what 
happened  every  day.  Thefe 
abfurd  confequences,  which 
naturally  flow  from  that  opi- 
nicn,  are  fo  evident,  and  the 
fyftem  itfelf  has  been  fo  fully 
confuted  long  ago  by  the  learn- 
ed Diodorus  7ar/en/is,  Cljryfo^ 
Jhmh  mailer,  that  it  hath  met 
with  few  more  advocates  than 
thefe  we  have  mentioned  in 
the  margin.  And^  even  among 


thefe,  we  have  already:  cb- 
fenred,  that  the  greateft  pait, 
efpecially  Gratius  and  X#  CUrc, 
acknowlege  ftill,  that  a  divine 
power  interpoied  itfelf  in  raif- 
ing  and  continuing  that  mighty 
wind,  and  caufing  thereby  the 
waters  to  retire  moch  farther 
than  nfual,  and  to  recoil  with 
greater  force  upon  the  Egy- 
ptians, 

We  obferved  further  upon 
this  head,  that  this  opinion  was 
contrary  to  feveral  ooncorring 
teftimonies  of  antiquity.  We 
have  already  meotioned  that  of 
Jofepbus^  and  of  the  HeA'^ 
HtoHs^  who  acknowleged  te 
miraculoufnefs  of  this  ctluiA 
adion,  and  whofe  atfthority 
ought  to  be  of  greaterwei^ 
than  that  of  th^  Memphites^  be^ 
caufe  fuch  an  acknowlegemait 
of  the  divine  in terpcilng  power 
can  be  aftribed  to  nothing  bat 
the  force  of  truth,  and  noto- 
riety of  the  fa^,  whatever 
motives  their  brethren  of  Mnh 
phis  might  have  to  difown  it 
We  fhall  content  ourfelves  with 
juft  mentioning  one  moic. 
Diodorus  Sicttlns  (63)  tells  us, 
that  the  Ichthyopbagi^  whoia* 
habited  along  the  coafb  of  the 
Rtd  Sea,  towards  the  farther 
end  of  it,  had  a  conflant  tradi- 
tion, that  that  fea  had  for- 
merly been  divided  by  a  flrosg 
wind  ;  and  that,  the  waves  be- 
ing parted  into  two  heaps,  die 
bottom,  which  was  left  naked, 
had  appeared  full  of  verdure. 
This  can  hardly  be  applicable 


(63}  Li^,  iii  (•  3. 


to 


/U.    from  thtir  Egyptian  Bondage^  &c. 

!  entering  into  the  fea  \  and  k  is  more  than  ptobablc, 
they  were  too  eager  after  their  purfuit,  and  had  too 
!  light,  to  perceive  the  danger  they  wore  running  into; 
!s  we  will  fuppofe,  with  the  Jcwifl)  hiftorian  ^,  that, 
jfe  they  faw  the  Ifraelita  march  fafely  through  the 
they  vainly  hoped  they  might  do  fo  too,  and  were 
jndeceived,  till  it  was  too  late.  However  that  were, 
3lain  that  their  infolent  conduft,  after  fo  many  warn- 
juflly  deferved  the  punifhment  they  were  (hortly 
ndergo  ;  for  by  the  next  morning- watch,  that  is,  by 
k:  of  day,  or  about  four  in  the  morning,  they  begaa 
id  their  chariots  go  more  and  more  heavily ;  and  had 
any  indications  of  God's  fighting  againft  them,  as 
e  them  refolve  upon  turning  about,  and  fleeing  from 

^  Jqs.  ant.  lib.  ii.  c.  i6. 
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ly  thing  but  thia  tranf- 
n  we  are  upon, 
mong  thoie  who  acknow- 
a  divine  power  to  have  in- 
>fed  in  this  £gnai  tranf- 
n,  fome  have  endeavoured 
^uce  the   miraple  into  a 

narrow  coaopafs;  whilft 
's,   fetting  no  bounds  to 

zeal,   have  noagnified  it 
beyond  all  m^ure, 
f  the  fom^rfort  are  thofe 

have  attributed  the  di< 
g  of  tJsk^  £»»  and  the 
ing  up  of  the  wave%  to  a 
ment  cold  wind,  which 
:  theoi  as  &ft  a&  it;  blew 
t  op ;  after  which,  a  war- 

one,   being  fu^ed    to 

both  thawed  and  blew 
I  into  their  former  fiation. 
his  fentiment  were,  i .  the 
ity  interpreters,  who  tranf- 

the  words  of  Mofpsh  fong 

/roxen,  or,  as  oux  verfion 
riTes  it,  weri  congealed^r 
The   ClntLfif  pa^aphraft. 


3.  The  author  of  the  book  of 
Judith  (65),  4.  Some  of  the 
vertions  of  the  Septuagiut ; 
and,  jaflly,  among  the  many 
moderns,  father  Martianay^ 
A  Je^ijh  rabbi  has  &n£ied, 
that  the  fea  was  not  divided, 
but  frozen  hard  enough  for 
the  Ifraelites  to  go  oyer  it, 
though  it  thawed  under  their 
purfuers  (66).  On  the  other 
hand,  Origen^  to  magnify  this 
great  miracle,  has  preserved  us 
an  antient  tradition  among  the 
JenAjf^  which  affirms,  that  God 
opened  the  iea  in  twelve  differ- 
ent columns,  that  every  tribe 
might  pafs  feparately ;  in  which 
he  has  been  followed  by  ieve* 
ral  antient  and  modern  writers. 
This  tradition  kexsa  to  have 
been  ^^unded  upon  that  \trit 
of  the  pialm  ifi'j)^  which  fays, 
that  God  divided  the  fea  into 
parts f  or  divifions  ;  but  doth 
not  appear  to  us  worth  further 
notice. 


)  Exod,  XV.  8.         (65)  Judith  V,  13.  (66)  R,  Sam,  Jfitaroc*  lih. 

vent,  MeJlJigt,  f.  15.  (67)  F/i/.axxvi.  13. 

thofe 
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7hfy  are  thofc  whom  tliev  fo  eagerly  purfucd.  But  all  their  haftc 
W/^/-^wiv« could  not  fave  them:  God  commanded^^^^y^x  to  firetch 
iif'  '  again  his  rod  over  the  Tea  ;  and  he  had  no  fooner  obeyed, 
hut  the  w^vcs,  which  had  been  till  then  miracubufly  fuf- 
petlded,  fell  in  again  by  their  own  weight,  and  over- 
whelmed Pharaoh  and  his  hoft,  fo  that  not  otic  of  them 
tfcapcd  from  the  common  ruin  ;  whilfl:  the  Ifrailitesy  ht' 
holding,  with  wonder  and  amazement,  the  carcafes  and 
thie  rich  fpoils  of  their  enemies  thrown  uf^on  the  f^r 
fhore,  began  to  fear  the  Lord,  and  to  believe  his  fervaht 
Mofes{QJ.  V 

However,  Mofes^  who  knew  that  this  religious  £( 
would  !aft  no  longer  than  every  thing  went  to  their  liking, 
took  hold  of  this  happy  difpoution  he  obferved  in  them, 
to  celebrate  this  miraculous  vi£lory,  and  to  infpire  them 


(Q)  We  lately  took  notice, 
that  the  txz€t  fituation  of  the 
phioes,  from  which  the  Ifrael- 
itis  fetout  at  their  entering  in- 
to the  fea,  and  at  which  they 
came  out,  are  fo  much  un- 
known to  us,  that  it  18  next  to 
impofribte  to  defcribe  their 
route  with  any  tolerable  cer- 
tainty. For,  fhouM  we  fo  hr 
depend  upon  Eufebius^  as  to 
\iiAw9tBaalzefhQn  to  have  been 
Clyfrnoy  and  that  the  antient 
tradition  were  true,  that  it  was 
at  this  latter  that  they  paffed 
the  fea ;  yet  the  generality  of 
geographers  differ  {q  much  in 
their  placing  it,  that  we  are 
iUll  to  feek  for  the  fide  on 
which  it  flood,  whether  on  the 
north,  on  the  eaf!,  or  (buth, 
or  weft  (bore  of  the  Arabic 
gulph  ( I ).  For  which  reafon 
we  hope  the  reader  will  excuie 
us  from  entering  into  a  farther 
inquiry  about  them ;  and  for 
rererribg  him  to  a  learned  au- 


thor, who  hath  of  late  obliged 
the  world  with  a  curious  aol' 
elaborate  diflertation  on  this 
point,  which  is  too  copious  for  a 
work  like  tliis  (2).  ThofeWlib 
can  ghre  credit  to  the  report 
of  (everal  grave  travellere  fjV 
who  af&rm,  from  their  owi 
knowlege,  that  the  rots  of  the' 
chariot-wheels  are  ftill  sniraca- 
louHy  preferved,  not  only  upoa 
the  fand,  but  even  as  for  into 
the  fea  as  the  eye  can  lee  thio* 
it,  notwithflanding  ail  endea- 
vours to  de&ce  them  ;  which 
they  attribute  to  a  petrifyix^ 
quality  in  the  waters  of  the  fea  j 
thefe,  I  fay,  need  not  be  at  a 
lofs  where  to  fet  the  boandt- 
ries  of  that  paflage.  As  for 
us,  we  are  contented  with  hav- 
ing proved  in  the  laft  note, 
that  they  pafTed  it  fomewheie, 
without  troubling  ourfdves 
with  what  is  of  lefs  momeor, 
and  can  never  be  known  with 
any  certainty. 


(i)  Compare  Eufeh»  Ice,  Jlebr,  AthafiaJ,  bifi,  Arrianor^  icm.  i.  ^.  jS*. 
Pbiio/lirg,  bifl.  tctUfiafi.  itb.m.c.6.  Crfmat,  Jii,  \,  p.  tg^..  tabu/.  Pu- 
finger,  itinm,  Antmin,  'tbevnot^s  voy^es,  fartVii,  c"*  33*  tndvtbtrt,  (a)  Dr. 
Sbaw*s  fupfilemenr,c.  8.  See  a/fo  ba  travels,  p.  343,  &  fecft,  (3)  Pawl 
Orof,  Greg*  Turon,  Q  al,  ap,  Calm^  dijcrt,  in  ittc, 
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yr'iXh  the  deepeft  fentiments  uf  gratitude  to  their  Alaiightv 
Deliverer.    T^o  this  end  he  compoftd  an  hymn,  in  ,whj(;n  Mo(e&V 
hie.extols  the  greatoefs  of  God  s  power  difplayed  in  ihk/ong/or 
iignai  yjdbry,  and  his  amazing  mercy  towards  hb  people,  this  deli- 
Apd)  having  divided  the  IfratUtes  into  two  great  choirs,  nterance, 
he  placed  himfetf  and  his  brother  Aaron  at  the  head  of  the 
injen,  and  his  fifier  Miriam  at  the  head  of  the  women ; 
and,     whilft  the  former  fung  the  canticle,  the  women 
anfwered  alternately  to  each  verfe,  with  repeating  the 
firft  words  of  it,/  willfing  to  the  Lord  ;  for  he  has  greatfy 
triumphed^  and  has  overthrown  the  horfe  and  its  rider  into 
tb4  fea.    Their  mufic  was    likewife  accompanied  With 
dances,  and  the  found  of  fuch  infiruments  as  they  had 
brought  with  them  from  Egypt,     Thus  was  the  feven 
days  feftival,  which  had  heen  ordained  in  memory  of  this 
fignal  deliverance,  joyfully  concluded,  and  the  firft  and 
laft  day  of  itj  which  were  to  be  obferved  with  more  than 

•  i^fual  folemnity,  fignalized  the  one  by  the  death  of  tl^e, 
Egyptian  firft-born,  and  the  laft  by  their  miraculous  paf-^ 
fage  through  the  R£d  Sea^  and  the  total  over  thro  )v  /of' 
Paaraob  and  his  boft. 

And  now  the  Ifraelites  began  to  think,  that  a  kw  days 
inarch  would  eaiily  bring  them  into  the  borders  of  the 
pfomiied  land,  the  conqueft  of  which  could  not  but  ap- 
pear eafy  to  them,  who  had  God  for  their  protedor,  and 
Mofes  for  the'u:  guide.  And,  indeed,  had  the  latter  had  no 
other  difficulties  to  furmount,  than  the  ruggednefs  of  the 
way,  and  the  hatred  and  oppofition  of  thofe  warlike 
nations  that  inhabited  it,  Canaan  would  foon  have  been 
in  their  poiTeifion.  But  their  ftubborn  and  ungrateful 
tamper,  their  continual  murmurings  and  rebellions  agaiiift 
him.  ipined  to  an  invincible  fondnefs  for'^idolatry  and  fu- 
peruition,  proved  not  only  a  conftant  obftacle  to  their 
hopes,  but  an  endlefs  fourceof  misfortunes  to  thepi>  and 
of  grief  and  vexation  to  their  leader,  though  otherwiic 
famed  above  all  men  for.  his  meek  and  gentle  difpofition. 

•  They  had  fearer  travelled  three  days  from  the  Red  Sea 
into  the  wildernels  of  Shtur^  before  their  exceiHve  thirft, 
and  want  of  water,  put  them  out  of  all  patience  ;  info- 
much  that,  when  ttwsy  came  to  difcover  dbofe  of  Marah^ 

and  found  them  too  bitter  to  drink,  they  filled  the  ^\[^helii^ty 
vith  their  compfeints  againft  Mofes  ;  who,  fearing  the  ill  ^^^  ^" 
confequence  of  this  murmuring,  addrefled  himfelf  to  Gop  ^^^"^yr 
ill  the  humbleft  maimer,  arid  was  direfied  to  a  tree,  whiqh,  ^^*^^/ 
mrbether  by  any  intrii^c  virtue,  or  by  a  new  miracle, 
ilVC^ned  the  waters,  as  foon,asi  he  had  caft  it  in.   The 
.     '.  .  people   * 
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people  indeed  ceafed  to  murmur  as  foon  as  they  luid 
iiuenclied  their  thirft  ;  but  as  this  was  neither  a  fatisfailioQ 
for  their  Lto  riot,  nor  a  fecurity  againft  future  relapfes, 
God  was  pieafcd  to  make  a  further  trial  oF  their  future 
obedience,  by  giving  them  here  fome  new  ftatutcs,  and 
to  add  a  promife,  that  if  they  obferved  them  with  an  up- 
right mind,  inftead  of  thofe  plagues  ivhich  ho  had  in- 
fli6led  on  the  Egyptians^  he  would  fhower  down  conti- 
nual bleffings  upon  them.  In  memory  of  the  bitter  wa- 
ters, the  place  was  called  Marah  ;  from  which  they  went 
and  encamped  at  Elim^  where  they  found  twelve  foun- 
tains of  water,  and  fevcnty  palm- trees  ;  ftnd  there  conb- 
nucd  about  three  weeks  5  that  is,  from  the  twenty- (ccond 
day  of  the  firft  month,  on  which  they  came  thither  from 
Marah y  to  the  fourteenth  of  the  fecond  month^  on  which 
they  decamped  from  it  ^ 

From  Elim  the  whole  camp  marched   towards    the 
wildernefs  of*  Sin  ,  by  which  route  they  removed  ftill  far- 
ther from  the  frontiers  of  the  promifed  land  ;  but,  as  they 
were  directed  by  the  miraculous  pillar,  they  were  forced 
Anew      to  follow  whitherfoever  that  went.     Here,     their  provi- 
murmur     fions  becoming  exceeding  fcarcei  they  began  to  muimur 
foriuant  more  violently  than  ever,  repenting  from  their  heirts,  thit 
of  promt'    they  had  fuffered  themfclves  to  be  decoyed  from  the  Heft- 
fa^^  pots   and  plenty  of  provifion  which  they  enjoyed  in  the 

land  of  Egypt^  into  a  barren  wildernefs,  where  they  couM 
expcfl  nothing  but  to  die  with  hunger.  This  tumultuous 
carriage,  which  feemc^d  levelled  at  God  himfelf,  whofe 
dircdive  column  they  had  followed  into  that  defert  placf, 
met  however  with  no  other  reproof  than  a  gracious  pro- 
,  mife  to  rain  down  bread  from  heaven  upon  them:  and, 
ptomtjca.  jjj  order  to  make  a  further  trial  of  their  obedience,  he 
commanded  them  to  go  and  gather  a  certain  rate  every 
morning,  and  on  the  fixth  to  provide  double  that  quantity, 
becaufc  they  were  not  to  expeftany  to  fall  on  the  feventh, 
which  was  afterwards  to  be  kept  holy.  Aaron,  in  com- 
municating this  meflage  to  the  people,  failed  not  to  girc 
them  a  feverc  reprimand  for  their  murmurings-  He  hid 
fcarce  made  an  end  of  fpeaking,  when  the  people,  looking 
towards  the  wildernefii,  beheld  the  glory  of  God  difpbyed 
out  of  the  cloud  j  from  which  God  confirmed  again  what 
Vf  .  ^aron  had  promifed  to  the  people,  afluring  them  that  th«7 
^^^  '  (hould  that  very  evening  be  fatisfied  with  plenty  of  flcfli'j 
and  on  the  next  morning  they  fhould  find  that  heavenly 
bread,  which  he  had  promifed  to  fend  them. 

3^  Exod.  XV.  pertoti  Thi 
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HE  firft  part  of  this  gracious  promife  was  accordingly  ^»^y^«/ 
led  on  that  very  evening,  by  whole  clouds  of  quails,  i»  abnit^ 
:h  came  pouring  down  upon  them  out  of  Egypt ^  and^^*^^- 
ted  in  fuch  quantities,  that  they  quite  covered  their 
5  (Q.) ;  and  the  other  by  the  manna,  which  rained 
1   round  about  them,    by  the  very  next   morning. 
{  laft  did  not  indeed  fall  clofe  to  the  camp,    but  at  j^anna 
)  diftance  from  it  towards  the  wildernefs.     By  break /^/^  ^f 
lay,    therefore,     the  Ifraelites   followed  Mofes    xx^fome  di- 
Is  the  place,  where  he  (hewed  them  a  kind  of  ^\\\tt  fiance  from 
,  refembliiig  a  fmall  hoary  froft,  which  covered  the  the  camp. 
of  the  earth  ;  and  told  them,  that  this  was  the  bread 
h  God  had  promifed  to  feed  them  with  during  their 
e  there  ;  commanding  them  to  gather  an  homer  for 
f  head,   which  is  about  five  pints,    or  forty-three 
a.     The  people  no  fooner  faw  this  new  bread,    but 
cried  to  one  another.   What  is  this  ?   Whence  cometh 
for   they  were  furprifed  at  the  ftrangenefi  of  it  s  2nd 

Le  Sckn»  eflay  on  a  new  tranflat.  p.  170.  R.  Salom. 

QJj   It  muil  be  remem-  ments,  that  theie  were  fucib 

here,  that  this  was  about  and  not  quails ;    and    affirms 

niddle  of  -^/A  which  is  theai  not  only  to  be  in  great 

time  in  which  that  bird  is  plenty,  both  in  thefe  parts,  and 

ved  to  crois  the  Red  Sea  all   over  Jfrica^  bat  likewile 

Lft  numbers  :  the  lame  is  to  be  efteemed  a  delicious  food, 

obferved  to  this  very  dav  We  own  indeed,  that  the  word 

hofe  who  frequent  thole  is,  evenby  the  confeHionof  all 

( ;  and  incredible  quanti-  the  Je^s^  of  very   uncertain 

ire  caught  there  about  this  iignification,  and  may  as  well 

.    The  miracle,  therefore,  (ignify  a  locail,  as  a  quail ;  but 

fted  not  fo  much  in  the  what  inclines  us  to  prefer  the 

igiotts  number  that  fell  into  latter  fenfe,  is,  that  the  pfalin- 

tH  camp,  as  in  the  dired-  ift,  ipeaking  of    them,    calls 

:hem  thither,  on  that  very  them   H^^  H^V  haph    canapk, 

ing,   according  to  God*s  winged    or   feathered    fowL; 

aife,    and  M»fes\%  predic-  which^  we  apprehend,  is  not 

The  iame  may  be  faid  fo  applicable  to  thole  infedls, 

if  we  render  th^  Hebrew  any  more  than  the  words  "1  :^ 

Jbehvw^  loculls,   as   the  Jheer^  flelh,  and  TWl  txedah^ 

ledLudo^hha^  done ;  who,  which  iignifie&all  forts  of  ve- 

i3  treatife  of  locufb,  at  the  nifon,  as  well  of  fowl  as  of 

pf  his  appendix  to  his  de-  beads,  which  are  there  made 

>tion  of  AhyJJtnia^  has  of-  nfe  Of  (67). 
1    feme    probable   argu- 

from 
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from  thence  they  gave  it  the  name  of  man^  or  manna  (R); 
and,  for  a  memorial  of  this  miraculous  bread  (S),  Mifa 
was  ordered  to  prcferve  an  homer  full  in  a  veflel,  to  be  af- 
terwards 


(R)  We  have  ventured  to 
depart  from  our  and  feveral 
othervcrfions,  which  make  the 
Ifratlitci  call  this  new  food 
mauna^  becaufe  tbej  kneiv  not 
'xhat  it  ivas ;  for  though  com- 
mentators have  taken  a  great 
deal  of  pains  to  puzzle  the 
text  by  the  various  etymologies 
of  that  word,  yet  that  of  the 
Sfptuagintf  which  renders  it 
Tt  7 If 7  0  §-/,  ivhat  is  this? 
Teems  to  come  nearer  to  the 
HehrnL\  and  to  be  mod  agree- 
able to  the  context  ;  and  is 
followed  by  Jcjep^^us^  and  a 
great  number  of  others  (6S)y 
Nin  ?C  mitn  6m i  in  the  original 
iign i fy  i ng,  <K/<&a/,  ovuihenceis 
this  F  Not  foeafy  is  it  to  know 
the  meaning  of  the  word  njt 
gaif,  which  we  tranflate  corian" 
dcr-feed^  though,  according  to 
the  litem!  (enfe  of  the  original, 
it  (houIJ  be  rendered,  and  it 
nxas  ivl'i.'i  like  thi  feed  of  gady 
v*hcreas  cori;in  Jer  is  of  a  brown 
colour.  Some  Je^s,  there- 
fore, trnr.f.2te  it.  mujiardfcidj 
bccauf>;  or»c  icrt  of  it  is  whitifh 
^69^  ;  and  Ahenc^u-a  frankly 
own 5.  th::c  he  kr.ows  not  what 
icei  it  is  .-o'  ;  but  ficce  it  h 
laid  in  another  phce,  that  it 
was  of  the  colour  of  hdiUium 
\'\\^  which  the  learned  Bs- 
ciruft,  and  others,  have  fhewn 
toijgr.ify  a  kind  of  pearl,  we 
may  ciily  fuppofc,  that  the 
word  g::J  doth  not  fignify  co- 
luader,  bst  ibme  other  icazil 


white  feed  ;  and  that  theman- 
na,  ihining  like  an  hoary 
frofty  vtry  much  refianhkdt 
fmall  pearl. 

(S)  Thii  they  vcBtored, 
howeve  y  to  gather,  mthoot 
regard  to  the  quanticy  pre* 
fcribed  by  M^fis  i  and,  as  ma 
as  they  were  got  Into  their 
tents,  they  fet  about  grind- 
ing it  according  to  hia  di- 
redion,  fome  withoull^  oclim 
in  mortan  2  and  made  thon- 
felves  a  fort  of  cakes,  wMe 
tafte  reiembled  that  of  walen 
made  with  honey,  or  with  frelh 
Of],  as  it  is  faid  in  another 
place  (72)  i  firom  that  they 
came  to  other  ways  of  drefic{ 
it,  by  frying,  fiewiog,  boifii^ 
and  the  like.  As  for  till 
which  remained  oandieRJ 
upon  the  ground,  the  heat  of 
the  fun  immediately  difiblved 
it.  In  the  mean  time  Abfis, 
who  had  gi\'en  them  cxprc6 
charge  not  to  leave  any  tiflik 
ne.\c  niorning,  had  the  mortifi- 
catioQ  to  hear,  that  fome  of  tk 
people,  whether  out  of  cnrio- 
ii:y  or  precaution,  had  vcanxd 
to  fave  fome  of  it,  and  had 
found  it  itinking,  and  crawfing 
with  worms.  He  fuled  sot 
to  reprove  them  for  it;  but 
their  ilubbomnefs  was  not  to 
be  cured^  by  thrcaxenings,  ui 
it  was  not  masy  days  before 
they  made  him  ienfiblc  of  it 
The  fix th  day  being  come, 
they  went,  acroiriing  to  onkr, 
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ards  depofited  in  the  aric  of  the  covenant,  and  to  be 
xved  in  it  as  a  witnefs  to  future  ages^  which  was  ac- 
ngly  dgne  by  his  brother  ^/Z^tt^^i^. 
H£Y  had  no  fooner  left  this  defert  of  Sin^  and  ad- 
ed  a  few  days  journey  towards  mount  Horeb  -,  but 
raifed  a  fre(h  murmur  at  Rephidim  for  want  of  wjn-jinrw 
Mafts  ftrove  in  vain  to  quell  their  fury,  and  to  per-xvfrrmirr 
\  them  to  wait  God's  leifure;  they  only  grew  th^or'want 
J  defperate,  and  were  ready  to  ftone  him.     He  had^'"'^''^* 
jrfe  to  God,  who  was  foon  pleafed  to  dii&pate  hb 
,  by  promifing  to  fighalize  this  place  with  as  miracu- 
a  water,  as  he  had  the  laft  with  a  miraculous  food, 
:oinmaAded  him  to  take  the  elders  of  Ifrael^  and  all 
people,  up  to  mount  Horeb^  afTuring  him,  that  upo^ 
ing  the  rock  with  bis  miraculous  rod,  the  watets  {hould 
c£at^y  gufli  out  of  it  in  fuch  plentiful  ftrcai&s,  as 
Id  be  n»orc  than  fufficient  to  allay  their  thirft*    Mofis 
«d,  and  God  vouchiafed  to  fend  them  plenty  of  wa-^       .. 
T);  and  in  memory:  of  this  new  murmuring,  ihir^f^''^^ 

»  £z«d.  XIV. 

;atlier  ft  "dotible  qoantit^,  cafions,  to  the  very  end  ortheir 

rve  them  ftr  that  day  and  wandering  (76] ;  and  that  d* 

lextt  on  which  he  had  told  tfierthe  waters,  whkh  gufhed 

I  there  woald  be  none  to  out  of  it,  formed  themfelves 

lukid,  bedKuie  it  was  to  be  into  a  kind  of  river,  whith  fbl* 

icm  a  &v  bf  fabbath,  or  of  lowed  them  through  all  their 

Theycboldnot  beconi-  encampments    (77),    or   that 

d  till  th^y  had  gone  into  they  carried  the  rock  in  a  cart 

wiIdenieB»  and  fiidsiied  where-ever  thev  went ;   and 

tfehres  of  the  truth.  This  that  it  continued 'flowing  with 

id  a  frefli  reprimand  from  water  (78}.     Some  even  af- 

,  in  which,  after  fome  ex-  firm,  that  it  keeps  running  to 

ilattonf,  he  exprefly  forbad  this  day,  and  waters  all  that 

1  to  go  out  of  the  camp  valley  which  was  dry  before 

ng  the  whoiefoventhday.  (79):  but,  had  any  of  thefo 

T)  St.  ^PjM/,  freaking  of  bera  the  cafe,  there  woqM  have 

miracoloiis  rock,  which  he  been  no'  need  of  (initing  that 

ici  to  Calt-xsT,  &y9,  that  rock  m  another  pkce,  as  Ma/et 

lUowed  them  (7$);  from  did  for  the  fame  parpofe  (80}; 

dr  fome  will  have  if,  that  nor  of  digging  wells  for  wa- 

ioompttuM'them,  and  fer-  ter  foon  alter  this  laft  miracle, 

Uiemopon'aUnece^yoc-  as   we  find  they    did   (8i). 

S)  t  Crb  X,  f.        (*,%)  Cahm.  com.  Ar  /tr.  Bt^v^.  6f  «A  (ji)  Pm 

M.tmit*  Mt)  CftiuCMMin,  in  80^,  cmf,  xi.  (S  rMh.  ahqu^t^ 

9«te.  fn.  3.  «*.  ViUrtt  etP*  17*  fih  so.  (80)  Ifumi.  m*  ii. 

Ad.  xxU  li,  9  fti. 
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place  was  called  MaJJah  (cempting),  and  Marlhab  (con- 
tention). 

About  this  time  thclfraelitcs  being  attacked  by  tic 
jImaUkiteSj  Alojes  was  forced  to  depute  his  fervant  Joflma^ 
at  the  head  of  a  fufficient  force,  to  make  head  agaioft 
them,  whilft  himftlf  went  up  to  the  mount  to  inuest 
God  for  his  fucceft.  Accordingly  on  the  next  morning 
he  went  up  with  his  brother  Aaron  and  Hur^  to  a  neigh- 
bouring hill,  whence  they  could  have  a  full  view  of  the 
field  of  battle,  and  held  up  his  hands  in  prayer,  whitt 
yojbua  wab  fighting  with  the  Amalekites.     And  here  God 

"There  was,  therefore,  no  ne-  tieth  ;  for,  in  tlie  fery  not 
ce.i.ty  of  fetching  a  parallel  ibtioD,  j/sroir  died  in  the  £fcl 
from  the  king  of  Perfia^  of    month   of   the   fbrnetfa  yor 


whom  ^lian  fays,  that  the 
river  Cboaf^is  always  followed 
him  ( 82),  becaofe  he  always  car- 
ried fome  of  its  water  with  him ; 
in  order  to  give  a  more  £ivottr- 
able  fenfeto  tbe  apoille*s  words. 


(83).  In  the  firft,  the  nd 
was  fmitten  with  the  rod  wA 
which  ilf^j  wroogfat  Usuvi- 
ders  in  Egypi  i  and,  ia  thel4 
with  the  rodof  u^^rrni,thatJitl 
bndded,  and  been  had  op  k- 


by  fuppoilng  that  the  Ifroil'  ibie  the  1«or»,  in  thiP  ui^ 
ites  did  the  fame  by  thofi:  of  from  whence  Mffis  is  find  to 
the  rock.  S(.  ?4if/herefpeaks    have  takea  it  (84).    I^jf 


of  a  fpiritual  rock  ;  and  the 
twoinibnceswehave  juft  now 
mentioned  will  not  permit  us 
to  fuppofc,  that  they  were  al- 
ways iiipplicd  by  the  natural 
one. 

Ho^vcvcr,  feeing  the  two 
anions  of  fmitlng  the  rock 
have  been  confounded  by  feve- 
ral  commentators,  it  will  not 
be  ami(s  to  (hew  the  contrary, 
fince  we  are  upon  the  fabje&. 
Now,  i\i:\xMofes  fmote  the  rode 
in  two  different  places,  is  plain; 
ill,  becaufe  the  £ril  happened 
at  Rephidim^  in  their  eleventh 
ilation,  and  the  fecond  in  the 
defert  of  SgJt,  in  the. thirty- 
thifid  ilation.  2.  Tiie  one  hap- 
pened in  the  firft  year  after  the 
«m^,  and  the  other  » thcfbr- 

(«i)  .^Hmh,  hifl.  var.  BKiAU  c,  40.  Calm.  htfi.  V,  T.  im  U^     fSt) 
**^-  "S?"/*  *-^W-  ^  -^•^-  «^**^  *4,  36.  fir  j8,  (8+)  iNfcfli, 

W,  IS.  VU.  Siwitr.JBM.rilkt.  &  ml  in  lot.  ^ 

I  was 


the  firft  happened  before  ik 
eredion  of^  the  taberoKk 
and  the  laft  after  it ;  for  it  is 
iaid,  that,  upon  the  peopled 
murmuring  for  want  or  water, 
Aftf/^i  and  ^anm  went  to  tk 
door  of  the  tabernacle,  and  HI 
before  their  faces  there,  at  tk 
fight  of  the  glory  of  Goo  (S^l. 
We  might  add,  that  the  m 
was  performed  without  any 
diffidence,  anger,  or  indeccBl 
words ;  whereas^  in  the  hti 
hlofes  fmote  the  rock  twice, 
and  fpoke  fome  nnbeconitf 
words,  which  fb  diiplcsw 
God,  that  he  condemned  hia 
to  die  in  the  wsMemefi,  with- 
out fetting  his  foot  into  tk 
land  of  Cofuum  (86). 


C  VII  •    from  their  Egypthui  Bondage^  &c*  rifO^ 

was  pleafeJ  .to  have  a  lingular  re^rd  to  his  interceflion  ; 
for,  whiift  he  held  his  liands  iip,  jojhua  prevailed  }  and» 
."when  he.  let   them    down,  Amalek  got  the  advantage: 
.but  at  length  they  grew  fo  heavy,  that  Aaron  and  Hur  were 
.forced  to  Itay  them  up  on  each  iide,  till  the  going  down 
of  the  fun,  that  is,  till  IJrael  gained  the  viftory,  ana  Ania-  Amalek 
lek  was  difcomfited,  as  we  have  feen  in  a  former  ^i^^*  ^ifc^mfiui^ 
tcr<^(T).   Mofii  was  ordered  to  record  this  fignal  vifiory, 
\     and  to  vQ^  a  lafting  war  againft  the  AmaUkitti^  till  their 
\     very  remembrance  was  quite  blotted  out.     He  alfo  reared 
'^     up  an  ^Icar   to  GO0,  and  called    it  Jeb^vab  Nijfi    (the 
Lord  is  my  banner)  \  to  intimate,  that  God,  who  had 
i,    ipade  th^ni  denounce  this  war  againft  Anialiky  would  not 
j.    fj^il  to  prown  it  with  Aiccei^^. 

^J      The  defeat  of  Amalik  opeii^  a  way  for  the  IfratUus 
[.    to  momiti^fifai^  where  their  abode  proved  not  only  the 
.  '  longeid,  but  tbe  moft  famous  of  all  by  ^he  wonderful 
-  promulgatiQfi  of  the  Ia.Wt    and  the  appointment  of  the 
principal  ceren^onies  whi<;h  they  were  afterwards  to  ob^  ' 
ierve.     But,  in   the  mean  while,    God,,  who  forefaw 
ivhat  an  addition  thii  wo^ld  be  to  Jkhfes^s  other  cares  and  ^ 
fatigues,  did  ii>gQod  time- conduct  his  hofpitable  father-in* -^^^"'^ 
Jaw,  with  'Zifpor€tb  and  her  two  fons,  to  the  camp  oi^f^^  '* 
Jfraely  v/\i^e  ^fter  their  n9^^t Hat  embraces,  and  facrificcs™* 
cffered  to  the  God  of  Ifratl^  Jethroy  obferving  with  what 
patience  his  fon-in-jbw  ^ooA  to  bear  the  people's  com- 
plaint^  JrQpi=  tQprning  till  pigh^, ;  and  fearing  left  he  fhould 
in  tin>4  /ink  visiter  it,  gave  him  that  excellent  and  falutary 
advice  tPfchoofing  a  cgmpetenc  number  of  elders,  who 
jGbould .  h«ip.  Km  to  t^r  .(uf^  a  part  gf  the  burden,  as 

.    ^  Vid;(\^vsl*\i  p.  \^x  &  £rfl9*     ^  &od.  xvii.  per  tot. 

.  (T)  .T.t^r  Hur,  is  thought  tp  ( i )  ;  others  thinks  that  he  wag 

)iave  b^n  pf  th^  uibis  of  J^-  her  fon ;  but  the  generality  oi 

dakt  and  ilf^{i%tXk,oi  Qaleb  (Ite  antient  fathers  think,  thatfhe 

tcm  pf  S.9r^H  d^^i^ent  froni  died  unmarried  {z).     As  foj* 

C^U6,  the  ion  of  Jiphunneb  ;.  *fcf/huay  be  became  ^mous  from 

aod  fix  to  have  been  the  grand*,  this  time   for  his  valoar  and 

Either  of  BfKMhd,  fo  famed  condudl,  and  for  his  zeal  for 

for  i|i8  fine  wofkinasulhip  in  the '  God  and  his  people  ;  upon  all 

taberntde,  «Qd  oth^r  ateniils  ti^hich  accounts   Mti[t%    madfB 

for  the  fcrjripe  of  God.    Ja-  ohoice  of  him  for  |iis,fuccef> 

fephui  thinks,   that  Hur  had  for,  to  lead  the  IfratUtei  into 

juurried  Mirifl^t^  Mof$it  fifter  th?  promi^d  1^ 

if)  Auk,  iSflft.  Mi.  r.  t,  \?)^f^'  Jt^^r^M,  trS,     AtH^,-fX^ 

hvrtt  §i  vifpn,  &  ait  ■ 

Dd  a  vrould 
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wouU  otherwife  have  proved  too  mudi  for  him^  ;'ana^ 
count  of  which  we  have  liready  given  in  the  hiftory  q( 
Midian  g.     MofeSy  having  thus  eafed  himfelf  of  a  grot 
load  of  care,  by  the  appointment  he  made  of  tbofe  infe- 
rior judges,  fome  of  which  he  fet  over  tbouCuids,  olhas 
over  hundreds,  and  others  over  tens,  and  referring  oolj 
'     the  moft  momentous  caufes  to   come  before  him,  du 
foon   after  take  leave  of  his   father- in-lainr,    and  gave 
the  fignal  for  their  march  from  Repbidimy  to  the  wiMer- 
ne(s  of  Sinai,     This  happened  about  the  beginning  of  die 
third  month  after  their  departure  out  of  Egypt  K 
Year  of        They  were  no  fooner  come  within  f^ht  of  that  cde- 
the  flood  brated  mountain,  but  his  next  care  was  to  order  their  cn- 
p«Jrh  '(^  <^nip"^cnt  fo,   that  there  might  be  a  confiderable  fpace 
"^^•^"""  between  it  and  the  camp.    He  knew  that  thb  was  to  be 
1 49 1,    ^j^^  fcene  of  the  moft  dorious  wonders  that  ever  mankind 
ngf  en-    ^^^^'^'i  ^^^  ^^^  P'^^^  ^^^^  whence  tbofe  laws  were  to  be 
€ambuiar  ^^^i^^^^  ^^  thtm  with  the  utmoft  terror  and  majeftf, 
Sinai.        which  God,  who  knew  the  genius  of  that  perverfe  peopk^ 
had  calculated  for  them ;   and  therefore  he  wifely  md 
their  fituation  (b,  as  that  they  might  be  all  eye  and  cav- 
witnefles  of  the  divine  prefence  ^ ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
prefcribed  fuch  limits  to  their  curiofity,  as  fliould  ftrike 
them  with  a  fuitable  awe  and  reverence.     Whilft  thtf 
were  pitching  their  tents  according  to  his  directions,  Hhfa 
went  up  to  the  mountain,  where  he  was  commanded  to 
remind  the  Ifraelites  of  all  the  wonders  God  had  wrougttf 
in  their  favour,  and  to  aiTure  them,  if  they  proved  ob^ 
dient  to  his  laws,  he  would  ftill  look  upon  them  as  hii 
peculiar  people,  a  favourite  nation,  and  a  royal  prieftbool 
Alcjis  came  dow^n,  and  aflembled  the  elders,  andchargpd 
them  to  go  and  acquaint  the  people  with  the  gracious  mdT- 
fage,  wholikewife  promifed  all  poifible  obedience  to  God's 
command  ;  upon  which  he  charged  them  to  prepare  them- 
fclvcs  againft  the  third  day  for  the  glorious  fcene,  to  wilh 
their  cloaths,  and  abftain  from  all  nuptial  commerce  ;  and 
forewarned  them  from  approaching  the  mountain  under 
the  fevcreft  penalties ;  and,  that  if  either  man  gr  beaft 
offered  to  tranfgrefs  them,  they  fhould   be  immediately 
ftoned,  or  (hot  to  death.     The  fignal,  for  their  comixf 
out  to  this  glorious  fight,  was  to  be  when  they  heard  the 
found  of  the  miraculous  trumpet :  accordingly,  on  die 

<"  Exod.  xviii.  paff.  t  Vid.  fupr,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 54^  &  fiq. 

*  Vkl.  ann.  Usher,  in  A.M.  2513.  RisiRAMdc  tempi,  lib.?, 
c.  7.  &'  al.  [  £xod.  xix.  9. 
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third  day,  the  people  having  prepared  t'  emfelves  according. 
to  the  divine  injundion,  and  being  in  the  utmoft  expeda- 
tion.  for  this  wonderful  fight,  they  faws  by  break  of  day, 
the  mountain  furrounded  with  the  thicken  cloud,  out  of 
yrhtch  came  forth  fuch  thunders  and  lightnings,  as  filled 
them  with  terror  and  amazement.     I'he  found  of  the 
trumpet  being  heard,  Mofes  brought  the  people  out  of 
their  camp  towards  the  mount,  as  far  as  the  barrier  which 
Jie  had  fet  to  them ;  and  there  they  obferved  the  top  of 
Sinai  covered  with  fire  and  fmoke,  whilft  the  foundations^^/  meun^ 
of  it  feemed  to  fliake  under  their  feet.     In  the  midft  of^^i^coyir- 
thh  dreadful  fcene,  the  trumpet  being  heard  ftill  louder'^  *"^''^ 
and  ihonger,  God  called  to  Mofesy  and  bid  him  bring^'*'/'*' 
his  brother  Aaron  with  him,  who  immediately  went  up/**^*' 
and  both  were  foon  buried  in  the  cloud.    The  thunders 
and  trumpets  ceafed  foon  after,  when  God  was  heard 
from  the  midft  of  the  fire  and  fmoke;  which  continued 
4dl  the  while,  to  pronounce  the  ten  principal  laws,  whicli 
'iNrtre  to  be  the  foundation  of  all  the  reft,  and  of  which 
til)  account  hath  been  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  vo« 
lume  ^ :   thefe  Mofes  was  afterwards  ordered  to  write 
^pon  two  tables  of  ftone  \    In  the  mean  time  the  people,  The  deem" 
^aftoniflied  at  \^hat  they  faw  and  heard,  removed  farther iSi^M  de* 
tMy  and  the  divine  voice  had  no  fooner  ceafed  fpeaking,/ra;rr#i/. 
but  th^  approached  Mofes ^  and,  in  the  height  of  their 
-fear  ana  furptize,  and  bavins  promifed  all  poffible  obedi- 
ence to  the  divine  precepts,  befought  him  that  he  would, 
'  for  the  future,  fpeak  to  them  in  God's  fteadi^  left,  if  they 
ihotild  hear  his  dreadful  voice  again,  they  fiiould  die  wit(i 
horror  and  amazement.    Mofes ^  highly  commending  the 
awe  and  rejgard  which  they  exprefied,  went  up  again  to 
the  mountam;  where,  for  that  time,  God  was  pleafed  to  Somo  eere^ 
add  a  few  ceremonial  laws  to  thofe  moral  ones  which  h^mouial 
had  couched  irt  the  decalogue  5  all  which,  as  well  as  thofc/tfw/  injfi'> 
which  he  received  afterwards  from  time  to  time,  we  hzv touted. 
already  given  in  one  body  at  the  entrance  of  this  volume  ">, 
to  prevent  necdlefs  repetitions :  and  for  the  (ame  reafon  we 
Ihall  avoid  following  die  divine  hiftorian  too  clofe  in  all  the 
intercotirfes  which  he  had  with  God  j  wherein  the  oh* 
fervance  of  the  fame  laws,  both  moral  and'  ceremonial, 
is  inculcated .  over  and  over,  and  the  fame  aflurahces  of 
the  divine  favour  and  affiflance  upon  their  obedience,  and 
fevere  threatenings  in  cafe  of  their  difobeying,  and  thp 

^  Pag.  S,  &  feq.  i  Exod.  7&x.  per  toti  c.  zx.  per  tot. 

•  Pag.  4i  &  fcq. 
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fame  promifes  of  their  p  jfTeffing  the  lands  of  the  Canaaif 
iUs^  Amorites^  Htttites^  Hivttes,  Peri%%tteS'^  GirgaJBita, 
and  Jebujites^  repeated  almoft  upon  every  frefh  occafion ; 
all  which,  though  Mcfes  has  penned  them  exadlj  as  they 
happened,  need  to  be  mentioned  here  but'  ohCc  for  all. 
What  might  induce  Providence  to  deliver  them  in  that 
feemingly  irregular  and  interrupted  method^  is  not  ea^ 
to  be  guefled  at,  unlefs  we  fuppofe,  that  a   more  metho- 
dical manner  would  have  favoured  too  much  of  bunun 
wifdom".     As  to  the  fo  frequent  repetition  of  themi  the 
reader  will  find  fufficient  occafion  for  it,    fince  it  wiD 
appear  by  the  fequel,  that  neither  that,  nor  the  grievoMi 
punifhments  that  befel  them  almoft  upon  every  difobe^ 
dience,  proved  fufficient  to  bend  their  ftubborn  necks,  or 
cure  them  of  their  inttaftable  difpofition.     Alt  that  neoi 
be  faid  farther  concerning  thofe  laws  and  ordinances  Wf 
that  fome  related  to  the  immediate  worfhrp  of  Goi> ;  Ad 
as  were,  the  building  of  the  tabernacle,  with  all  itsgmid 
apparatus  of  utenfils  for  ufe  and  ornament^  their  fircriSai 
of  all  forts,  the  confecration  of  their  priefts  and  Iniriff, 
the  holy  oil  to  anoint  them,  their  habit,  office^  priyikges, 
revenue,  and   the  like  ;    the  feflivals,  offerings,  tydics, 
vows,  purifications,  laws  concerning  clean  and  uncloo 
things,  difeafes,  meats,  and  the  like  ;  fome  of  which  se 
generally  looked  upon  as  typical  (Y)  ^  others,  as  (opidi 

or 

(Y)  The  reader  may  eafily  purpofe,  by   God  himielf, » 

Temcmbcr  what  has  been  hint*  typify  thofe  better  thingswiiidk 

cd,    upoii    feveral    occaiions,  he  referved  for  the  tiine  of  tk 

about  the  probability   of  the  gofpel  (4.).It  is  evenp2aio,6an 

Hehre*ws  and  Egyptians    bor-  the  tenor  of  the  Old  aid  New 

rowing  fomething  from  each  Tefbiment,  that  the  psfibver, 

other  I  fo  that  thofe,  who  pre-  the  lifting  up  of  theierpcntbf 

tend,  that  the  former  had  all  ie^/,  the  J/ragiites  naaderiii 

their  ceremonies,    tabernacle,  in  the  wildernefs,  and  thor 

ark  of  the  covenant,  altar,  bfc,  entering  into   the  land  of  C#- 

from  the  latter,  becaufe  tliey  naan^  and  many  more  of  de 

find,  that  thefe  afterwards  ufed  like  nature,  were  all  tvniol 

the    fame    kind  of  religious  and  figurative^  and  are  ipdid 

utenfils    (3),    do  intirely   go  asfuchby  the  writen  oftflt 

counter  to  the  exprefs  tenor  of  latter.       Bat,   on    the  otbr 

the  epillle    to  the  Hebrewos  hand,  they  who  abfolntdr  dfr 

which  mentions  all  thefe,  and  ny,  that  they  imitated  tiKoii 

jnany  more,   as  inftituted  on  any  particular^  have  given  fsci 

(3)  SfenccTj  Mamort,  t^  al  Juf.  citat.    (4)  Vid,  Hebr.^ff,  faniuth  x 


\ 
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x>nfined  to  that  climate  ;  and  others,  as  political  ; 
ill  of  tbeoii  to  ali  appearance,  calculated  with  a  wife 

deiign 

sreafonable  (copfc  to  their  been   the    firft  introducers  of 

es,  in  order  to  find  out  the  idolatry,    may  be    reafonably  . 

bn  between  theie  types,  fuppofed  to  have  been  likewife . 

their  pretended  anti^pes,  the  inventors  of  a  great  deal 

they  have  not  kf  one  pin  of  fuperilitious  trafh  ;  and  that 

le  tabernacle,  one  bell  in  the  JtiAjSf  who  had  been,  as  it 

r»*s  garment,  neither  ket-  were,  formed  in  the  country, 

fork,'  or  fpoon,  without  might  have  contradcd  fuch  a 

)r  two.    We  beg  leave  to  .  particular  fondnefs  for  it,  as  not 

one  infhmce  of  this  en-  tobeeaiy  withouthavingfoine-    . 

adic  fphrit,  not  fo  much  thing  like  it  among  them.  We 

he  brightnefs  of  it,  as  to  are  riow  come  upon  a  point  of 

hew  far,  every  thiqj;may  their  hidory,  which  will  fur* 

ioralized,  when  men  ha\^e  niih  us  with  aiknal  infhwce  of 

got  into  that  vein.   Two  this,  once  for  alL    Mofes  pro- 

ent  proteftants,  the  one  a  mifed  the  people,  that  God 

^r««,  .:,aod    the   Other  a  would  fend  his  angel  to  them, 

tiniftt  had  been  wrangling  to  guide  and  protect,  and  to 

ifiderable  time  about  the  prepare   the   way  for   thenni.^ 

;dency  'of  each  of  their  Aiojis  goes  upinro  the  moun- 

archs,  without  any  feem-  -  tain,  and  qontinaes  the^re  forty  . 

idvantage,  yiMtn  one  took  days,  till  they  gave  him  over 

0  his  head  to  make  Lutbir  for  loft  :  uncertain  wliat  to  do, 
ntitype  of  Aar»n^  feeing  and  fearful,  left  the  Amalek- 
'as  the  firft  that  had  fet  up  ////,  or  fome  other  nation, 
lighted  the  grand  cfindle-  fhould  M    upon  them,  they 

(of  the  remrmation)  in  grew  impatient  for  this  pro-' 

abemacle  t  the  other^  noc  mifed  condu£br ;  and,  bcmg; 

;  able  to  difprove  the  idJ^  doubtful  what  kind  o  Tone  God 

ecourfe  to  the  fame  typi^  defigned  foe  them,,  take  it  in  an. 

-eafoniog ;  and  affinned^  Egyptian  fenfe ;  and,  in  a  tu- 

ifLutbtr  wa&4arMr*s  anti-  multuous  manner,  gather  about 

upon  that  feore,  Cahin  Aarw^  and  iniift.tnatheihoul^ 

nach  more  fo^  iince  It  wa9  make  them  fuch  an  one.  Adrqn^ 

feft,  that,  if  he  had  not  who  guefTed   their   inJeaqing, 

1  the  fnuffer$  into  hin  cafts  ia  golden  calf  (no  doubt, 
>    the    candleftif:k  wottlct  in  imitation .  of  the.  Egyptian 

given  fuch  a  dim  light*  Afh;  for,  without  the  aiSil^ 

few  people  would  have  ance  of  their,    mythology,  .a 

the  better  for  it  ( 1 5 ).  But»  calf  .would  he  one .  of  the  Ia{^ 

ig  aikie  fuch  idle  dreams,  creatures  thM  one  woiili^  chulTe 

lay  venture  to  (ay,  upon  tomal^iea  fymbol  of  the  Dei- 

whole,  that  the  Egiptiatis,  ty},  ^  fets  it  up  in  the  midll 

J  generally  allowed  to  have  of  the  camp;  and  the  people, 

(is)  Xtf  CUnU  btbL  A,  (j^  M,  t^m  xii  p,  313, 

D  d  4  highl/ 
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defiga  of  preferving  them  both  -in  their  obedience  to 
God,  and  from  all  intermixture  with  other  natiooi,  and 
from  adopting  any  part  of  their  idolatrous  worflup  into 
their  own  ;  all  which  were  dehvered  at  feveral  tioMs^  -aad 
upon  divers  exigences,  by  God  to  Mtjir^  and  bv  hioi 
committed  to  writing  in  the  fame- order  in  wbidirm  re- 
ceived them  ^.  Neither  were  all  thofe  laws  givas  to^Uoi 
in  the  mount,  though  the  main  part  of  them  was;. for, 
after  the  fctting  up  of  the  tabernacle.  Goo .  was  ]deafej 
to  appear,  and  to  deliver  his  oracles  to  him  from  thence. 
One  thing,  however,  is  remarkable  in-  that  laft  intercourfe 
we  have  been  mentioning ;  namely,  the  promife  wUch 
God  made  to  Ifrael^j  that  he.  would  fend-  hisang^  to 
facilitate  their  way,  and  to  bring  them  to  -the  promifed 
land  ;  and  that  if  they  proved  obedient  to  his  voices  and 
kept  themfelves  from  the  pollutions  of  thofe  naciQiiewbidi 
they  went  to  conquer,  he  would  ^injed  a  panic  fear  upoo 
them,  fo  that  they  (hould  not  be  able  to  refift  ctitti; 
adding^  that  they  fhould  not  make  axromplete  conqntft 
of  them  at  once,  left  the  wild  beafls  ihould  *pi«it  610 
ftron^  for  them  ;  but  that  thejr  Ibouhl  cany  it  otf  gM- 
dually,  till  they  had  extended  it  from  the  Xid  Suit  )|mto 

^  Exod.  XXIV.  4.         '  ifbid.  xxiii.  20^  Se  ieq. 

highly  pleafed  with  it^  began  differing  in  the  main  from  die 
to  pay  the  ufual  ceremonies  of  Egyptitm  idols,  yet  (hoiiki  fiill 
facrifices,  dancing,  (<f <-.  to  it ;  reuin  fomething  of  a  rega- 
in the  n^ean  time  Mofes  comes  blance  in  the  cherubim  that 
down,  and  forprifes  them  in  covered  it*  which  had  at  kaft 
the  height  of  their  joy,  up-  the  head  of  a  calf,  as  has  been 
braids  both  his  brother  and  the  ihewn  by  our  leamedy^M*^. 
people  with  their  folly  and  in-  Who  doth  not  fee,  by  ^  this, 
gratitude,  and  deftroys  the  that  God  only  c(»nplicd(b far 
Egyptian  idol  (16).  After  this  v/{th  the  carnal  eenius  of  that 
he  returns  immediately  to  the  untoward  people,  as  10  give 
top  of  the  mount,  intreats  God  them  a  vifible  fy  mbcJ,  without 
to  pity  and  forgive  them ;  and  condefi^ending  fo  low,  ai  to 
Cod, who  faw  that  their  minds  permit  fuch  a  clofc  imitation 
were  bent  upon  fome  outward  of  what  they  admired  inothct 
^mbol,  in  companion  to  their  nations^  as  might  in  any  wife 
infirmity,  commands  him  to  prove  a  fnare  to  them  in  piQ^ 
Upke  an  ark,  which,  though  cefs  of  time  ? 
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the  fea  of  the  Pbiliftimt^  and  from   the  defert  unto  the 
river  ™..     . 

Immediately  after  this,  Mofes  reared  an  altar  to^;^,  ^^^. 
God,  and  offered  burnt-facrifices  and  peace-offerings  \rfon nmnt  be- 
Ui  and  having  cau(ed  the  contents  of  this  new  covenant /lu;^^ 
;    to  Jbe  read  to  aH  the  people,  and  exa£ted  a  folcmn  promife  God  and. 
I    from  theoi,  that  they  would  keep  it  faithfully,  he  XTXifitithefiepU 
1    \X.hy  fprinkHng  the  altar,  the  book,  and  the  people,  Wxtliratsfitd^ 
I    the  Uood  of  the  vidims  \  and  then  ordered  twelve  pillars 
a    tQ:be  ere&ed,  one  for  each  tribe,  as  aftanding  monument 
b*  of  this  alliance  between  God  and  them,    mofes  had  no 
g   fooner  made  an  end  of  this  ceremony,  than  he  took  with..  ^ 
g   him  JaroHj  Nadahj  Abihuj  and  feventy  of  the  elders  of  ^  > 
I   Jfra*U   fome  part  of  the  way  towards  the   niountain,^y.^^^^^yr, 
2;   where  they  beheld  the  God  of  Ifrailm  a  kind  of  vifion  ;^^^  ^ 
^   and  Mofcsy  having:  committed  the  care  of  the  people  to.toqnards 
^    tb^m,  took  Jojbua  up  into  the  mountain  with  him,  and/^^  moun- 
g    fli^yed  there  full  fortv  days.    It  was  during  this  interval,  tain. 
that  God  gave  him  the  two  tables  of  ftone,  whereon  wereGfri  him* 
<;i;eritten  the  ten  commandments  by  the  finger,  that  is,  asySr^  intg 
the  generality  of  expofitors  underftand  it,  and  indeed  iht  thi  chad. 
original  doth  properly  imply,  W  the  immediate  command 
and  direSiion  of  God  himfelf  (A)  i   together  with  the 

whole 
■  Ibid.  ver.  31. 

(A)   What  eharader  thefe  the  Q  final  num  and  D  fa^ 

tables  were  written  in,  whether  nucb  to  fupport  itfelf?    tho 

ia  that  which  we  now  call  the  TttHmuiifi  annven,  that  it  was 

:  Sfonarium^  or  in  the  4^}riMtf  kept  fuipended  by  a  miraculous 

"luith  been  confidered  in  a  for-  power.    As  to  other  partica- 

xser  fcC^n  (fS);  where  we  Jars  relating  to  theft  tables, 

tooknocjce  of  what  M^;  tells  fuchas  their  number,  which 

us,    that  they  were  writ  or  fome  eaflern  authors  have  mul- 

cngraven  DTDl     HTD      ndsii  tiplied  to  ten,  and  others  to 

tofuxi,  on  this  and  on  that  fide  feventeen    (22) ;    though  the 

(19].     From  which  their  T«/-  Talmud,   and  all  the  ji<wi/S^ 

mud  tells  us    (ao),  that  the  rabbies,  conftantly  call  them 

ktten  were  cut  tbroqeh  and  the  /ow  tables  of  tbi  covenant 

through,  £>  as  to  be  ieen  and  (23) ;  their  fhape,  bigne(s,what 

read  on  either  fide.  And,  when  materials  they  were  made  of  1 

the  queftion  is  put,  how  it  was  which    f  rme  rabbies  take  to 

ppflible  for  the  mkkile  part  of  have  been  fome  precious  wood ; 

{18)  Pag,  an,  Qfi^,  (19)  E:nid,  xxxn.  15.      (»o)  Traflat,  me' 

giUatb,  (2z)  Vid,  Herheiot't  hiU  orient,  in  /oc,  (»3)  ^fiJm. 

faf  vid.  etiam  nODn  DIAH,  canfic,  y^V  ^O  IPU* 

Others^ 
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v/hole  plan  of  the  "Jew'tfh  rciigron,  of  the  tabernacle,  and 
all  the  utenfils  belonging  to  it,  and  feveral  other  \vm 
concerning  the  pricfts,  Levitesj  and  laity,  and  in  pani- 
cular,  an  ordcir  for  cxafting  a  free-will  offering  from  ali 
the  children  of  Ifrael^  according  to  their  abilities,  of 
gold,  filver,  brafs,  fcarlet,  filk,  wool,  oil,  fpices,  and 
all  other  neceiLry  materials  for  the  tabernacle,  ark  of  the 
covenant,  prieilly  robes,  and  all  other  things   that  were 


ethers,  (bme  precious  done,  as 
a  riiby  or  carbancle  ;  in  what 
order  the  ten  commandincnts 
were  writ ;  whether  all  the  ten 
upon  each  table,  or  half,  or 
feme  p^rt,  upon  one^  and  the 
irft  upoQ  the  other  i  thefe,  and 
other  fttch  nice  inqairies,  we 
parpofely  forbear,  becaufe  the 
Scriptures  leave  us  wholly  in 
the  dark  about  them.  How- 
ever, we  beg  leave  here  to  vin- 
dicate our  fcnfe  of  thofe  ez- 
preifions  of  Mofes,  that  thefe 
tables  were  written  by  the  fin- 
ger of  God,  that  they,  were 
the  work  of  God,  axid  that 
the  writing  was  the  writing 
of  God,  and  the  like.  Por, 
though  a  great  many  expoficors 
cndcrlland  them  literally,  as 
written  by  God  himfclf,  othei^ 
hy  an  angel*  and  others  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  which  is 
fomecimes  called  the  finger  of 
God  (24)  ;  yet  we  think  it 
plain,  by  comparing  the  words 
with  what  Mofes  fays  in  an- 
other place  (25),  that  God 
commanded  him  to  write  the 
words  of  the  covenant  upon 
the  fecond  tables,  as  they  had 
been  written  in  the  firfl,  which 


he  had  broken,  and  that  itf 
did  {q  adcordingly  ;  and  whic 
he  repeats,  or  rather  recqM-' 
tulates,  in  Demtermnm^  (26}, 
that  he  (God)  wrote  en  tfct 
fecoad  tables  aocordinff  to  die 
writing  of  the  lirfi;  tbe  M 
commaadakeatfts  k  is  plaiig  J 
fay,  that  the  words  am  iaiplj 
no  more,  than  that  they  wcfc 
written  by  the  command  and 
diredioB  of  Gon^aod  that  IIU- 
fes  was  the  perfon  that  wrote 
thefirft,  as  well  as  thelaft; 
though  the  common  opisioo 
of  antient  and  modem  expo- 
fitors  is,  that  Gon  wrote  the 
£rfl,  and  he  thel^  (27). 

The  Mabammedans  tell  us, 
that  GoD  commanded  the  an- 
gel Gabriel  10  take  the  heaven- 
ly pen,  which  is  the  namiog 
of  the  name  of  Goo,  and  to 
dip  it  into  the  river  of  light, 
and  to  write  the  ten  laws  upon 
tlie  tables  ;  and  that,  alter 
Mofes  had  broken  them,  the 
ai^els  carried  the  fragmenD 
up  into  heaven  again,  except 
one  piece  about  half  a  yard 
long,  which  was  afterwards 
depofitedin  the  ark  (28). 


(z4)  ^/J.  £.v»//.  viii.  19.     Luke  TL.U  7.0,  &  alih,  {2.^)  Ex3d.xia\<\ 

47,  28.  (26)  Cb.  X.  4.  (27;  Cypr,  lib,  de  S. -Spirit.  Auguh. 

quttji.  in  Exod,  i86.  Jun,Vilht,  rahhln,  viu.  Munji,  ^  al.  in  he.  (zS)  ktd, 
ki^ij  t.  orient,  f.  6-^^, 


td 
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to  be  appointed  for  the  public  worflup  ».  The  care  of 
making  all  thefe  things  was  to  be  committed  to  BizaUel^ 
of  the  tribe  of  Juilaij  and  Aboliah^  of  the  tribe  of  Dan;^ 
two  perfons  whom  God  had  endowed  with  an  extraordi- 
nary ikiil  and  wifdom  to  contrive  and  execute  all  thefq 
^^rand  defigns,  according  to  his  direSions  o. 

Ii^  the  mean  time  the  people,  who  had  feen  Mofes  ^L  given 
up  and  enter  into  the  cloud,  whilft  the  top  of  the  moixor^^ir  by  tbt 
tain  was  all  in  flames  P,  after  they  had  waited  above  zpeople, 
month  for  him,  began  to  give  him  over  for  loft.     In  this 
■ncertain  coi)dition  they  afiembled  In  a  riotous  manner 
about  AarofC^  tent,  and  told  him,  that  as  they  wholly 
defpaired  of  Mofeih  return,  it  was  very  expedient,  that  he 
fliould  make  them  fome  gods  to  go  before  them  ;   and 
fiich  was  his  extreme  weaknefs  and  cowardice,  that  he 
^oth  not  feem  to  have  hefitated  one^Qoment,  but  directed 
tbem  immediately  to  bring  him  fufficient  quantitv  of  their 
told  ornaments,  to  make  them  a  golden  calf  (U).    And  • 

fo  ' 

n  Exod.  cap.  xxv.  ad  cap.  zxx»  .  «  Ibid.  xxxi.  paC 

9  -Vld.  Exod.  xxiv.  16,  17. 

(U)  A  learned  Rnt^fi  wri*  greateftpart  ofthtjews  feem 
tcr  has  indeed  taken  a  deal  of  to  throw  the  fault  of  this 
pains  to  vindicate  this  mean  whole  tranfa&ion  upon  the 
adlion  of  the  Jtnmfi  high-  Egyptians  that  were  come  out 
pried,  in  compliment  to  his  witli  them,  who  firil  prompted 
own,  to  whom  he  dedicates  the  the  people  toaik  for  thefe  ^s: 
work  (29),  which  was,  how-  they  aod,  that  Aaron  had  no 
mer,  oniverially  coDdemned«  hand  in  the  cafting  of  it  in 
even  by  thofe  of  his  own  that  form,  but  that  it  was 
chillrch.  And  indeed  the  moft  done  by  (bme  Egyptian  conja* 
tliat  can  be  faid  in  AmroiC^  de-  rer ;  which  they  prove  from 
ftnce  is,  that  he  did  not  perhaps  the  fhort  time  he  took  in 
tliink  die  people  would  be  fo  making  it,  and  from  Aarm^% 
residy  to  part  with  their  golden  words  to  Mo/es :  Tbiy  gave  mi 
ornaments,  efpecially  the  wo-  (their  gold),  anii  I  ca/Ht  into 
men,  from  whom  he  bids  them  tbe  fire^  and  there  came  oui 
tear  them ;  but  when  he  found  tbii  calf.  But  we  may  ju£ly 
bow  quickly  his  orders  were  affirm^  that  they,  who  under* 
obeyed,  he  made  no  fcruple  to  be  take  to  vindicate  Aaro»^%  weak* 
as  quick  as  they,  in  anfwering  nefs,  whether  Jevus  or  Cbri' 
theirrequeIl;fo  that  by  the  next  fians  (30),  ad  with  lefs  mo- 
day  the  caif  was  fet  up.  The  defty  than  Jofepbus^  who  faw 

(29)  Monceut  de  vitul.  aur,  ap.  Cper.  critic,  ve/,  ii.  *.  4415.    yjd,  etiam 
Say/,  diSi,  fub  voc,  Aaron.  (30)  Scrruycr's  hijt.  du  ^eup,  de  Dicu,  in 

f(,f»  Cairn*  y  ah 

•toa 
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to  ieager  v:tte  the  people  for  this  new  god,  that  they  wil- 
Kngty  parted  with  their  sold  ear-rings  to  Aaron^  who  loft 
no  time  to  have  it  caft  according  to  his  promife  (B) ; 
and  having  fet  it  upon  a  pedcftal,  in  full  fight  of  all  the 
camp,  and  reared  up  an  altar  before  it,  he  told  them  in 

their 


too  plainly,  that  it  were  in 
vain  to  oflerany  thing  by  way 
of  excufey  feeing  Mojfis  doth 
fo  icverely  reprove  and  con- 
demn him  for  it  (a8)  ;  and 
therefore  bath  rather  chofen 
tafuppreis  it  wholly,  than  to 
recoid  a  deed  fo  little  to  his 
pitdeceflTor^s  credit,  however 
glofled  or  palliated.  And,  had 
notA/^ihad  a  greater  regard 
to  truth,  than  to  the  honour 
of  his  brother,  we  (hould  have 
loft  this,  among  many  other 
preenant  teftimonies  of  hit 
nithfulnefs  and  fincericy. 

(B)  Oar  verfion,  and  feveral 
others,  have  given  us  a  very 
uncouth  account  of  the  caft- 
ing  of  this  golden  calf,  by 
making  Aaron  £i(hion  it  with 
a  graving- tool,  after  he  had 
caft  it  in  a  mould  (29) :  that 
of  Gine<va  is  ftill  more  ridi- 
culous, which  makes  him  en- 
grave it  firft,  and  caft  it  after- 
wards. For  it  is  plain,  that 
Aaron  could  not  have  time 
enough  to  get  the  mould  ready, 
the  metal  melted,  and  the  idol 
caft,and  engraven  into  the  bar- 
gain, becaufe  he  fet  it  up  on  the 
very  morrow  after  the  people 
had  brought  him  the  metal. 
The  miftake  is  owing  to  their 
not  attending  to  the  various 
fenfc  of  the  verb  "^13r  txur^ 


which  fignifies  to  tie  mf,  and 
hindi  as  well  as  to  Jhape  and 
form^  nor  to  that  of  the  word 
onn  cb^rrtt,  which  thoa^ 
it  may  properly  enough  be 
rendered  a  graviog-toolinooe 
or  two  places  where  it  is  ufed; 
yet  in  others  it  fignifiesa  ^: 
accordingly  NaamanihcSjriaM 
is  £iid  to  hare  tied  up  two 
talents  of  filver  in  two  bigi 
(30),  in  which  place  cheTe  two 
words  "^l!/  hcur  and  dn  are 
nfed.  We  think,  there&re^ 
thofe  in  the  right,  who  hire 
rendered  the  verfe  now  ia  qoe- 
fiion.  And  Aaron  received  tiem 
(the  gdd  ear-rings),  Hud  titd 
them  in  a  kag^  amd  got  item 
caft  inte  a  meiien  caif  C31 .) 

As  for  the  calf  icfelf,  fome 
antient  fathers  have  been  of 
opinion,  that  it  had  only  the 
^ce  of  one,  and  the  form  of 
a  man  from  the  neck  down- 
wards (3 2],  in  imitation  of 
the  Egyptian  Jfis  (33);  ©then 
have  thought  it  to  have  bd 
the  head  of  an  ox,  and  no  bodj 
joined  to  it.  But,  however, 
the  moft  general  opinion  is, 
that  it  was  a  whole  calf,  ill 
imitation  of  the  Egyptian  Apis, 
But,  whatever  the  fhape  of  it 
was,  it  is  plain  from  fome  of 
the  prophets  (34),andelpeciall7 
from  St.  $upJben*s  words,  In 


(t%)  F,x9,L  xxxW,  zu  (2^)  /^/V/.  xxxi!.  4.  (30)  2  ATj/^i  t. 


i",'^  (?0  Le  Scerr,  e^y  war,  verf.  '  (51)  Vid,ff  CUn  ^'CsU 

m^*'*\  ^'.vm^ttt,  it:  Fxod.  *n  Uc,  '     -   —  ■  •    — 


(;f)  ^/'''-  /-•«'.  A^.^.^,  ^  ^f' p^ff- 


tbtif 


-CtfViL    from  their  U^i^rknBcndagiy  &c.  41  j 

their  own  dialed,  that  thcie  were  the  gods  which  brcugbc 
them  out  of  Egypt ^  and  appointed  the  next  day  asia  fo* 
lemn  feftival  to  their  new  deity  j  which  thiey  began 
with  offering  burnt-facrifices  and  peace-offerings,  and 
concluded  with  feaftine  and  dancine. 

In  the  mean  time,  God,  who  (aw  what  pafled  in  their 
camp,  and  that  the  ungrateful  Ifra elites  were  rendering 
themfelves  more  unworthy  than  ever  of  his  care  and  pro- 
tedion,   informed  Mofes  of  it,  who  had  fpent  by   this 
time  full  forty  days  in  failing  and  prayer  \  but  with  fuch 
threatening  expreflions  againft  thofe  idolaters,    as  made  Year  of 
him  fear,  thatfome  heavy  punifliment,  if  not  a  total  de-^  flood  857. 
ilni&ion,  was  ready  to  fall  upon  them.   He  took  the-two^f^^^"^ 
tables,  and  his  fervant  Jc/hua  with  him,  came  down  from  ^  H9' 
the  mountain,  and  was  fcarce  got  to  the  foot  of  it,  when.' 


lie  was  furprifed  with  theif  ftrange  fhoutings,  and- it  Wal^^*^' 
fiot  long  before  he  beheld  the  fad  caufe  of  it,  the  caH^^''^'!'** 
which  his  brother  had  fet  up,  and  the  people  dancing^^*^  ^ 
round  it.     His  concern  was  fo  great,  that  the  firfl:  way*^**  * 
he  exprelTed  it  by,  was,  by  breaking  the  two  tables  ;  ^i^^^  Breaks  the 
which  he  went  up  and  upbraided  his  pudllanimous  brother /^i;,^/^^^^ 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  for  confenting  to  fo  vile .  a  deed, 
which  now  laid  them  open,  naked  and  defencelefs,  to  all 
their  enemies,  by  forfeiting  the  divine  protedion,  which 
Salone  could  bring  them  fafe  into  the  promifed  land  ^ 

Aaron  failed  not  to  lay  the  blame  on  ^he  tumultuous 
people  ;  but  Mofes^  inftead  of  liftening  to  his  excufes, 
let  himfclf  immediately  about  the  deftcudion  of  the  idol, 
and  the  punifhment  of  fuch  of  the  delinquents,  whom 
tils  prefence  had  not  driven  away  from  the  place  where  ic 
was  fet  up.  He  caufed  the  calf  to  be  taken  down,  burnt 
and  ground  into  powder,  and  cafl  into  the  v^ter  ;  of 
-  which  he  afterwards  made  all  the  people  to  drink.  Whilft 
this  was  a  doing,  he  called  aloud.  Who  is  on  the 
JLoRd's  fide  ?  and  finding  that  the  fons  of  Levi  immedi- 
diately  joined  him,  he  commanded  them  to  gird  on  their 
fwords,  and  to  go  and  flay  all  indifferently  whom  they 
found  (till  at  that  idolatrous  feaft,  without  regard  to  age» 

■  Exod.  xxxii,  I,  5rieq. 

iheir  hearts  they  returned  into  try,  and  contra£led  their  pro- 
Egypt,  and  forcetl  Azron  to  penfity  to  it,  during  their  abode 
make  them  a  molten  ealf  (35),  in  Egypt ^  as  was  lately  obferv- 
chat  they  learned  tKeir  idola-  ed. 

(35)  ^^7i  yii.  39,  Gf /ry. 

quality, 


The  Lc-    quality^  kindred,  friendfliip,  or  acqufMnunce*    Thcfe  went 
vices  an  forthwith  from  Alofes's^  prefchce,  and  puniihcd  with  imr 
^ooode-  mediiite  death  about  three  thoufand  of  the  delinquents, 
linquents.  whom  they  found  dill  draggling  about  in   the  midft  of 
their  mirth  (C).     In  the  mean  time  the  people,  who  were 
witncfles  of  this  dreadful  exan>ple  on  the  delinquents,  and 
heard  with  what  feverity  MQfes  had  reproved  his  brocbefi 
Mofcs       were  under  Uie  grcatelt  coimernation  j  but  be  went  up 
ntums  to  again,  and  interceded  fo  powerfully  for  them.,  th^t  heat 
the  mount,  length  obuined,  not  only  their  pardon,  but  a  renewing 
of  God's  former  promife  of  bringing, them  into  the  hnd 
of  Canaan  under  the  condu^S  of  bis  angel.     Both  the 
pardon  and  promife  however  were  fo  far  conditional^  that 
the  people  were  to  make  fome  atonement  for  their  rebel- 
lion, by  a  folemn  and  public  aA  of  humiliation,  and  a 
promife  to  be  more  obedient  for  the  future  ;  for  in  cafe 
they  Ihould,  by  a  further  relapfe,  bring  down  a  ftdk 
judgment  upon  themfelves,  this  idolatry  was  likewife  to 
be  punifiied  along  with  it  *  (D).    One  of  thefe  conditioBi 

the 
s  £xod.  xxxii.  per  tot. 

(C)  Some  copies  of  the  Sep-  fubordinatt  f  to  that  of  Janm^ 

tuagint  aod  the  Vulgate  fay  and  hia  poAerity,  iotidcd  thai 

twenty- thoufandy    and  othen  to  the  tenths  of  all  kinds  of 

thirty-three  thoufand  ;  but,  be-  beafts,  fruits,    and  grain,  ia 

fides  that  the  original  mentions  IJrael\  to  the  inferior  minifirjr 

no  more  than  three  thoufand,  of  the  tabernacle,    and  after- 

and  thoie  verfions  are  acknow-  wards   of  the  temple ;    to  s 

Icged,  by  feveral  eminent  men  place  in  the  judicial  courts  of 

oF  the  church  of  Rome  to  be  every  city  and  town  ;  to  the 

corrupt  in  this  place  (36),  it  is  property  of  thirty-five  cities 

jiardly    probable,    that    they  with  all  their  lands^   (bme  of 

could  make  a  greater  (laughter  which  were  appointed  cities  of 

in  fo  fhort  a  time.  refuge  ;   and  to  feveral  otkr 

This  timely  zeal  of  the  tribe  privileges   and  immunities,  of 

of  Le'vi  againfl  thofe  idolaters  which  an  account   hath  beai 

did  not  go  long  unrewarded :  given  in  a  former  fe£Uon(57). 
for  it  not  only  wiped  off  that        (D)  The  Jifwi  have  undor* 

blcmiih,which  their  progenitor  flood  thefe  words  in  fb  unlimit- 

had  entailed   upon  them,  for  ed  a  fenie,  that  they   tell  u% 

the  bloody  maflacre  of  the  ^be^  upon  the  authority  of  one  of 

chemites^  but  in  a  very  fhort  their  greateft  rabbles,  quoted 

time  procured  them  the  Z.#<i;i.  by  the74ti/«rM/(39),  that  Goa 

ticul  priefthood ;  which,  though  doth  not  infli^  any  punifhoieBt 

(36)  Ca]H,  VdtM,  Lippoman*  A.  Mentan.  &  aL  vid.  i  Cor»  x.  8.      ^37) 
Set'  bcjere,  f,  69^  ^  i«i%  f  3^)  /J.  ^«<»*  w  1fiirr^J%  trmci.Janbeir. 

OpOQ 


evil,    from  ihtir  Egfptim  Bondage^  &c. 

■  the  people  immedtatciy  embraccdv  and  a  folemn  fiaft  was 
*  kept  throughmit  the  whole  camp,  during  which  they  di- 

vcfted  tfeemfelvcs  of  all  therr  gaudy  apparel,  and  coflly  or- 
•iiaments :  arid  in  inemory  of  this  Jin,  and  of  the  br^akiitg 

of  the  two  tables,  the  yn(/s  obferve  that  faft  yearly  even 
•tb  this  diy*  At  the  fame  time  God,  to  adminifter  fbnie 
•comfort  to  A'lofet^  whom  heftw  labouring  under  fuch  an 
'Heavy  load  of  grief  and  care,  was  pleaftd,  at  his  requeft, 
•to^fant  him  a  fight  of  his  glory,  that  is,  as  the  context 

cxplams  it^,  a  fight  t)f  that  Angel,  or  rather  Divin*  Con- 
"duftor,  under  whoffe  Jireflion  and  care  they  were  to  go 
•and  conquer  the  promifed  land  (E), 

McSEJ 

«  Exod.  xScxiff.  ver.  t2,  &  fcq. 
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'vjpbiX  llie  world  for  any  Crying 

'faulty   in  which  there  is  not 

'-«ie  twenty-feurlh  part  of  this 

'  ftii  of'  the  golden  calf -put  into 

•tbe^^cale  with  it.     However, 

it  is  plain    by  Che  text;  that 

rGoD  only  de&gned  to   deter 

them  from  r«lapfing  into  the 

like    crime,    by   threatening, 

that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  kt  woul4 

inflid   a   doable   paniihmenc 

upon  thdin. 

(£)  It  mud  be  owsed,  that 
the  account  which  Mofes  gives 
us  of  this  divine  vi^oa  is  none 
•of  the  ckareft  1  a^  that  fpine 
of  the  expi«ffioBs  he  ules,  fuch 
,as^  that  he^iild  notice  God*s 
6or,  bnt  only  his  backt  f^c 
have  induced  fosnc  free-think- 
ers to  tax  him,  and  all  the 
Jrw$  after  hini»  with  being 
mabropomorfAiieSf  tiil  they 
•leamed  a  more  roiioed  diviniiy 
frooB  the  Egbyimi^ns  during 
their  captivity.  But  it  mult 
be  rememhred,  that  M9/es 
fpoke  to  a  gro&  and  carnal 
^people,  in  a  language  far  from 
copious,  efpeciaHy  id  wdrds  or 
idioms  fuitable  either  to  the 
Deity,  or  to  the  dignity  of  the 
prefcnt   glorious   trahfa^Lon ; 


and  that  it  is  therefore  no  won- 
der, if  he  'borrows  his  expref- 
fions  from  outward  and  fenfible 
objedts   and    anions.  '^It   » 
plain,  that  thofe  who  wrote  in 
Oreek^  which  is  vailly  more 
rich  than  the  Hebrrw^  even  the 
.  wricers  ofthc  New  TcHament, 
and  the  primitive  fathers,  who 
were  Che  farthcfl  from  having 
any   fuch  abfurd  ideas  of  the 
Godhead,  have  been  forced  to 
make  uie  of  the  iame  figurative 
expreifion  in  many  places  of 
their  writings,   for   want    of 
]iK>re  proper  and  intelligible 
•  oiies,  which  were  eq^uaily  want- 
ing in  that,  aa  in  the  other 
tongue.     Neither  doth  it  ap- 
pear, that  the  y/<zvi  themielves 
.undorftood  Mofis*%  words    in 
thatgro£(  ienfe,  beqiufe  it  is 
plain,  that  they  had  a  notion 
that  ihii  Angel  or  Apparition, 
which  ^ire£^rd  them  through 
the  wUd«f i^ft,   w?s  the  Mes- 
sxAl{,  who  than  affumed  a  vi- 
fibit  appearance,   which   they 
caJM  iha^Mv^iiA, -from  pur 
JM^^t  t^dweU;  •aadAr  w4i<^> 
he  delivered   his  oracles   and 
Vommaihds '  to  them . "    Which 
Jhtkinab  tho*  Tome  underftand 

uf 


4i(  rbi  mimj  0f  ibe  Jem%  V.B.I 

Moses  (laid   in  the  mount  another  forty  dajs  wd 

nights,    made   two   other  tables,    like.thofe  which  hq 

bad  broken,  and  received  fome  further  inftrudkMH  frooi 

Goo  ;  after  which  he  came  down  ziNxa  to  the  pcopit, 

who  were  not  a  little  furprifed  to  obierve,  th»t  hb  &qb 

had  contracted  fuch  a  glorious  luftrc  during  his  itcdfi 

that  they  could  not  intenfely  behold  it  |  which  obUgri 

him  to  cover  it  with  a  veil  whenever  he  was  to  fpeak  to 

them  u.     By  this  time  the  people  were  become  ta  cn- 

£tahle,  that  upon  his  exa£ling  from  them  a  free-will  ofier* 

ing  of  all  forts  of  materials  for  the  tabernacle,  ark,  utcn- 

A  gerteraidUj  prieftly  garments,  &r.  both  men  and  women  ihewod 

Bering  ^the  greateft  readine(s  to  contribute  their  ricbeft  jcwehi 

«//  the      metals,  and  other  precious  things,  which  they  had  got  out 

/^^«       of  the  fpoils  of  the  Egyptians  and  AmaUkiits  ;  fo  that  ia 

one  day  he  beheld  them  layine  at  his  feet  a  more  ihli 

fufficient  quantity  of  precious  nones,  gold^  filver,  hrafif 

ihittim  and  cedar-wood,   filk,  cotton,  linen,   and  the, 

fineft  wool  of  purple,  (q  riet,  and  other  cdoun,  of  the ' 

ikins  of  rams,  badgers  and  goats,  richly  dyed,  and  faJUyi 

of  the  richeft  oils,  fpices,  ointments  and   perfumes ;  sU    j 

vdiich  he  diftributed  to  proper  perfons  to  be  wioughti    ! 

and    made  Be%aleil    and  Abcliai  overfeeis    of  aH  the 

«  Exod.  xxxiv.  per  tot. 

of  all  the  appearances  which  the  yrws   from  making  aojr 

God  took  from  the  beginning,  mifreprefentatioo  of  it,  under 

and  others,  either  of  the  Jhi-  any  form  whacfoever,  by  n- 

Ainab  of  fire  and  water,  or  of  minding  them,  that,  when  Goo 

the  firy  and  cloudy  pillar  ;  yet  was  pleafed  fo  to   difplay  bis 

all    agree,    that    it   was     the  glory  upon  mount  Sinai^  at  die 

nODn  NOD  kiffe  hakahody  the  delivering  of  the  ten  commuKls, 

throne  of  glory,  which  was  they  faw  no  (hape  nor  likenefi, 

one  of  the  feven  things  which  but  only  heard    his    dreadful 

they  affirm  to  have  been  ere-  voice.  Thefefo  frequent  incal- 

ated  before  the  world  (40).  cationsmay  therefore  be  itaiiiB- 

However,   to  difculpate  at  ably  looked    upon  as  a  kw 

once  the  Jenjuijh  lawgiver  from  how  to    underftand   all  tfaofe 

fuch  an  imputation,   vi^  need  other  expieffions,  which  he  IukI 

but  call  to  mind  the  glorious  been   forced  to  accoznmodaie 

defcripdons    he  gives  almoft  to  their  capacity,  chat  \^^  doc 

every -where,  efpecially  in  Dew  in  a  literal  tenfe,  but  in  fuch  ai 

teronomy,    of   the    Godhead;  oneaswas  worthy  of  the  Deity, 

what  pains  he  take!  to  deter  and  the  dignity  of  the  fubjed. 

(40)  Vid,  Cbafd,  paraph,  in  loc,  ftf  in  Gen,  L  U     Rajm.  MmtU  pujt,  M 
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irork  ^.    Tbefe  ihewed  fuch  diligence,  and  employed  To 
ihany  hands,  that  the  tabernade,  and  all  its  rich  furni- 
tuft^,  and  coftly  apparatus,  were  finifhed,  ard  fct  up  at 
the  foot  of  mount  Sinai,  in  lefs  than  fix  months.    JarcH 
ftnd  his  fond,  being  folemnly  confecrated  priefts,  began  Aaron 
to  offer  up  all   kinds  of  facrifices  Upon  the  new  zltSLt^con/icrmigd 
According  to    the  law  of  Ato/es.    So6n  after  this,   thc%^-^»^ 
hea^  of  each  tribe  came  and  appeared  befofe  Mofes  and  Yew*  rf 
yfaron,  and  prcfented  a  very  cortfiderable  offering  to  OoD,  ^^  °^^ 
in  fix  waggons  drawn  each  by  two  oxen  ;  all  which  ^cre^5^- 
recdved  by  Mojis^.znd  fet  afide  for  the  fervice  of  the ^''     •''• 
ttbermicle  '•    Thus  was  this   pompous  worihip  begun,  #  "^^^li 
in  the  framing  and  inftituting  of  which  God  was  pleafed  ^""^^^^^ 
to  comply  with  their  grofs  and  carnal  minds,  which  he 
&W  were  incapable  otbeing  afFeded  with  a  purer  and 
more  fpiritUal  one  r, 

Aaron  had  not  been  long  inftalled  in  his  oMce  of  His  /Mt 
'hsgh-prieft,  before  he  had  the  mortification  of  feeing  hh  killed  hf 
two  fons,  Nadab  and  Jbihu,  flruck  dead  by  fire  ivomfire  from 
heaven,  for  prefuming  to  burn  incenfe  in  the  tabernacle  ^'«^''»- 
ivith  ftrange  fire,  contrary  to  Mofes^s  command  '  ;  who 
ordered  thetn  to  be  carried  forthwith  out  of  the  camp, 
and  buried  without  any  nioifrning  or  funeral  pomp  (£). 

The  people  were  foon  after  ready  for  another  rebel- 7^/ r/W- 
lion,  becaufe  he  had  made  them  take  too  long  a  mzxch  Hon  at 'V%* 
at  their  departure  from  the  wildernefs  of  Sinai  \  fo  thatberah. 
^he  divine  anger  was  already  kindled,  and  had  flieWed 
'Its  efFefts  in  an  extraordinary  fire,  which  began  to  con- 
fume  the  extremities  of  the  camp  ;  but  at  Af(7/Irj*s  inter- 
ceffion  the  fire  ceafed,  and  in  memofy  of  it  the  place 

r 

V  Exod.  XXXV.  lb,  ±1,  ie  f^q^.  ^  Num.  vii.  t,  &  feq. 

'  T  Bxod.iroiki  ch.  xxxvi.  to  the  end*        *  Levit.x.  i,  2»  &  ieq. 

J{JEs)  It  it  obfervable,  that,  drunk  when  they  went  to  born, 

immediately  after  thisaccident,  incchfe,  tbok  fome  five  along 

^  God   exprefly   forbad  Jaron,  with  them  (4. 1 ),  not'totifidtfring 

and  ail  his  fuccdTors,  to  drink  diat  there  was  an  holy  fire  pre-^ 

cither  wine,    or  any  intoxi-  ferved  in  the  tabernacle  for    " 

.  eating  liquor,  whenever  they  that  purpofe^  from  that  which 

■  went  into  the  tabernacle,  led  was  miraculouily  &lieD  a  little 

.  they  Ihould  ircor  the  fame  fate  before,  and  had  confumed  the 

with  bis  two  Tons ;  from  which  vi^ims  upon  the  altar  in  Uie 

'  the  y/otf/ cor  dude,  reafonably  prefenceofali  the  people  (4a). 
enough,  that  thefe  two,  being 

(41)  yid.  CbalJ,  paraph  v  tjiera,  rch.  fif  aL        (4.2)  Levit.  ix\  ver.  ult. 

Vql.  Ill,  £  e  was 
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vm  ailed  Tabirab,  orburninfi'*.    Adifeshtgm  to  find/ 
by  this  frefh  inftance  of  their  ftubbornnefi,  that  the  bur- 
den of  government  was  like  to  prove  too  heavy  for  him, 
notwithftanding  his  having  thrown  off  a  great  part  of  k 
upon  thofe  magiftrates,  wnicb  he  had  chofen.at  yethtix 
.    advice.     He  prefented  hb  complaint  to  God,  who,  tb 
fligriai  cafe  him  of  this  load  of  care,  commanded  him  to  tnake 
cifmdi  of  choice  of  feventy  of  the  moft  confidcrable  of  the  cldcn 
fi^'^     of  Ifraely  both  for  wifdom  and  integrity,  to  whom  he 
apfintid.  fjjQuJd  impart  a  portion  of  his  fpirit  (G),  and  to  crefi 
them  into  a  fupreroe  court,  that  they  might  bear  their 
fhare  of  the  burden  with  him.    It  was  not  long  before 
he  found  the  advantage  of  it ;  for  they  were  no  Ibooer 
removed  from  Taherah^  but  their  very  next  encampment 
was  (ignalized  with  a  frefh  infurredion.    A  mixed  multi- 
tude of  the  dr^s  of  EgjpU  and  other  nations,  who  had 
followed  the  IJrailites  bidierto,  began  to  murmur  at  tbo 
manna,  and  to  regret  their  forfaking  the  garlick,  oniony 
and  ilefli-pots  of  Mgypt  for  it,  and  foon  infieded  the  whole 
jm  camp  with  a  longing  after  fome  better  food.    Jldafis^z  tent  ■ 

murm^    was  befet  on  all  fides  with  crouds,  who  came^  and,  io  a- 
fortvoMt  tumultuous  manner,   demanded  that  be  fhould  provide 
sfjUA,    them  flefh  to  eat,  inftead  of  the  manna,  which  their  foub 
began  to  loath. 

Whereupon  God  commanded  him  to  call  together 
the  feventy  elders  to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle ;  and, 
whilft  his  glory  drew  the  eyes  of  the  whole  camp,  he  was 
pleafed  to  promife  them,  tnat  he  would  fend  them  fuch  a 
prefent  fupply  of  fleih,  as  fhould  ferve  them,  not  for  a 
day  or  two,  out  for  a  whole  month,  till  it  became  as  loath- 
fomc  to  them  as  the  manna  was.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
infpired  the  feventy  elders  with  fuch  a  (bare  of  his  fpirit, 
that  they  all  began  to  prophefy  (H) ;  and  the  fame  gift 

continued 
•  Num.  xi.  I,  ^feq. 

(G)    This  the  Jrws,  judi-  found  too  little  to  govern  them 

cioufly  en^gh,  compare  to  a  (47 )• 

candle  lighting  a  great  number        (H)  This  aiTembly  of  the 

of  others,  without  lofing  any  feventy  elders^  the  yews,  M, 

of  its  light.    For  Mo/es  had  afcer  them,  Grotius^  and  ibme 

fuch  a  rebellious  crew  to  deal  other  Chriflians    (48),    have 

with^  as  would  not  permit  him  affirmed  to  have  been  the  fame 

to  part  with  the  leaft  portbn  that  became  afterwards  {q  h* 

of  his    fpirit,   all  which  he  mous  under  the  name  t^  fan* 

(47)  BammiSbat.  rabbab,  &  targ,  Jonath,  ir  kc,  (4.8)  Grot,  comm, 

paJU'.  f^  di-jw:  btU.  Qif  puc.  c.  3.  art,  20.    Ftd,  Ssid,  dtfynedr,  vet,  Ilebr jeer, 
i:b*  u*€»  ly    Ligktf^)te  b',r,  Uebr»  ^  ai* 
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coQtmued  witb  tbem  as  long  as  they  lived.  ^ .  The  camp 

W)as  tit  that  time  in  Arabia  Petraa^  at  a  fmall  diftance 

from  the  Red  Sea  y  from  the  other  fide  of  which,  a  firong 

vund -brought  fuch  infinite  flocks  of  quails,  that  diey  not 

Qjply  covered  the  whole  camp,  but  all  the  ground  round 

a(K?ut  it  for  fcveral  miles  a.    Thefe  birds,  being  jtired  with  Afupply  $/ 

their  long  flight,  and  not  able  to  foar  more  dian  two  cu-f««{/j>»/ih 

bits  above  the  ground,  were  eafily  caught  by  the  people, ''w'^i^^r' 

and  in  fuch  quantities,  that  the  leafl  that  any  one  of  them'^3^W?9. 

gathered  was  ten  homers  {t).    Their  firft  care  was  to        .      -,. 

glut 
>  Nam.  xi.  31,  &  feq» 


tfeirtn^  to  which  even  their 
kings  and  high-prieils  were  fub- 
jeQ.  The  rabbles  have  left  no 
fione  unturned  to  prove,  that 
this  fitnhedrm  had  coii^ntly 
fubfifted  ever  fince  its  firfl  io- 
ftitatioa  by  Mofes'i  and  that 
d»  members  of  it  always  af> 
lemhled  before  the  tabeniade^ 
wbere-ever  that  was  fet  u|s 
either  in  the  wilderneis,  or  m 
the  promifed  land,tillthe  build- 
ing of  the  temple  by  Silomon, 
who»  they  iay»  built  a  (lately 
room  or  hall  in  the  form  of  an 
amphitheatre,  one  half  of 
which  being  within  the  temple, 
they  were  not  permitted  to  fit 
down  in  it,  but  only  in  the 
other,  which  was  without  it . 
they  add  further,  that  this  fa- 
preme  court  was  continued  in 
BabyhB  during  their  captivity 
there ;  and  that,  at  their  re- 
turn, it  had  the  fame  place  re- 
built in  the  fecond  temple,  and 
le  continued  till  its  total  exi> 
tin&ion  under  the  Romans, 
However,  as.  they  bring  no 
better  authority  for  all  thefe 
and  many  other  particalarities 
relating  to  that  ailembly,  than 
their  tradition,  they  arc  juflly 


TwEboi,  by  the  &r  neater  part 
of  Chriitians,  feemg  we  do 
not  find  one  word  of  fuch  an: 
high  court,  either  in  the  timetf 
of  Jo/hua^  of  the  judges,  or 
Ki  their  kings,  nor  ind^  even 
afler  the  Babykn^  captivity, 
till  the  time  of  the  Maccabees^ 
We  (hall  therefore  £iy  no  more. 
of  tld^nbedrm,  tilUwe  come 
to  the  time  in  which  it  isi 
gently  fuppofed  to  have  been 
fet  uj[>.  As  for  thefe  feventy. 
elders,  it  is  likely  that  they  af- 
filed Mtfes  during  their  abodel 
in  the  wildernefs»and  that  thero 
was  an  end  of  their  affembly, 
as  ibon  as  they  entered  into  the. 
land  of  Canaan, 

(I)  Homer,  or  rather  cbemer, 
is  a  meafure  which  contains 
ten  baths,  or  five  bulhels :  the 
5Vwi  think  "iDin  chomer  tt> 
be  the  fame  with  "11  DP  cha- 
moty  an  afs,  becaufe  the  letters 
are  the  fiime,  and  coniequently 
that  a  chomer  is  an  ais*s  loact 
(4.9).  However,  as  we  would 
not  enlarge  the  mirade  more 
than  was^peedful,  wt;  have^ 
ventured  to  depart  a  little  iroin 
our  own,  and  nioft  other  \es/- 
fions,  which  {Oider  the  words 


(49)  yid»  Murft.in  ht, 

^£e  2 


cf 
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glut  themfelvcs  with     them ;    after    which  they  began 
to  think  how  to  preferve  the  reft  from  being  cotrapted. 
jlfrijh     But,  in  the  midft  of  their  feafting,  God'  was  plea&d  Co 
plague  ^f-fmite  a  great  number  of  them  with  a  fore  difeafe,  whidi 
firtys  a    carried  them  oflFwith  the  meat,  as  it  were,  in  their  mouths: 
great        in  memory  of  this  fevere  punifliment  for  their  unreafonable 
number  0/*luft,  the  place  was  called  Kihroth-hatavah^  ot^  the  fepul- 
the  reheis.  eras  of  concupifcence  ;  from  whence  they   removed  to 
Miriam     Cadejh'bameah^  and  thence  to  Hazaroth  b.     In   this  en- 
ftruek       campment  Afiriam^  Mofes^s  fitter,  having  been  fmitten 
ivitb  ie-    -vvith  leprofy  for  fome  refleftions  which  {he  had  caft  apon 
P'^^fy-        him  and  his  wife,  MofeSj  at  her^s  and  Aarvn's  requeft, 
Tivelve     obtained  a  cure  for  her ;  yet  fo,  that  fhe  was  to  remain 
Jpiesfent  without  the  camp,   as  a  polluted  perfon,   feveii  days^; 
t9  virw   after  which  they  removed  again  towards  Cadefth-bameaby 
the  land,   in  the  wildemefs  of  Paran,   Here  Mofes  was  commanded 
to  choofe  twelve  proper  men,  one  out  of  each  tribe,  and 
to  fend  them  to  fearch  the  land  of  Canaan  i  among  which 
were  yojhua  and  Caleb.    Thefe  twelve,  having  received 
Nofers  directions  to  view  the  whole  land^  to  examine  the 
ftrength  of  its  cities  and  inhabitants,  the  nature  and  ferti- 
lity of  its  foil,  and  the  like,  fet  out  upon  their  progreisi 
which  they  performed  in  forty  days. 

At  their  return  from  Rehob^  which  is  at  the  foot  of 
mount  Libanusy  they  pafled  through  the  valley  of  EJbcdt 
fo  called  from  the  great  quantity  of  the  largefl  grapes 
with  which  it  abounded,  and  is  ftill  to  this  day  fetned 
for  d;  where  they  gathered  a  branch  of  a  vine  with  a 
bunch  of  grapes  of  a  prodigious  fize,  which  they  threw 
over  one  of  their  ftaves,  and  brought  between  two  upon 
their  (boulders  by  turns,  to  prevent  the  grapes  being 
bruifed. 

Being  at  length  happily  arrived  at  their  camp,  they 
made  their  report  to  Mo/es  and  Aaron^  in  the  prefcnceof 
the  elders,  and  of  all  the  people.     They  began  indeed 

b  Num.  xi.  per  tot.  •  Sec  Vol.  ii.  p.  481.  ^  Num. 
xii.  per  tot. 

of  Mofes  as  if  the  quails  had  fervc  them  a  month  ;  confideiy 

Iain  two  cubits,  that  is,  above  a  ing,    that  not  only  the  camp, 

yard,  thick  upon  the  ground,  but  all  the  ground  for  a  day's 

whereas  the  original  may  pro-  journey  round  it,  was  covered 

perly  enough  be  rendered,  that  with  it,  and   that  flefli,  efpc- 

they  Jleiv  no  higher  than  tivo  cially  that  of  quails,  could  not 

fuhits  frofn  it;  and  this  quan-  be  eaten  in  great  quantity. 


ticy  was  more  than  fufficient  to 


vrith 
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wfth  extolling  the  richnefs  of  the  land,  and  Ihewed  them 
a  fpecimen  of  it  in  the  bunch  of  grapes  which  they  had 
brought  with  them,  together  with  fome  of  their  fineft 
pomgranates,  figs,  and  other  fruits ;  but  as  foon  as  they 
obferved,  that  this  account  had  infpired  the  reft  with  a 
dcfire  of  becoming  the  happy  poffeflbrs  of  it  by  a  /peedy 
conaueft,    ten  of  them  immediately  altered  their  notCfTMaftim 
and  began  to  reprefent  it  as  a  thing  impoffible,  by  r^2.{on  iring  0m 
of  the  ftrength  of  their  fortified  towns,  and  the  br2LVcryiN report  i 
and  gigantic  fhture  of  its  inhabitants^.     Jojhua  and  CaUb   . 
alone  remained  firm  in  their  report ;  and  the  latter,  who 
obferved  a  kind  of  defpair  in  the  people's  looks,  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  encourage  them,  by  afluring  them,  that 
fueh  a  glorious  enterprize  was  by  no  means  impoifible :  but 
the  people  gave  fuch  credit  to  the  cowardly  account  of  the 
other  ten,  that  they  wholly  defpaired  of  overcoming  fuch 
powerful  and  gigantic  nations,  in  comparifon  of  whom, 
they  looked  upon   themfelves  as   mere  graflioppers  and 
reptiles.    Their  murmurings  grew  to  fuch  a  height  before  ^iv^  catt/^ 
the  next  morning,  that  a  return  into  Egypt  was  zgdinan  infur- 
looked  upon  as  vaftly  preferable  to  fuch  an  undertaking; ^^^^/fffff 
sind  they  were  already  confulting  how  tochoofe  themfelves 
a  leader,  to  bring  them  back  to  the  land  of  their  former 
thraldom.     The  uproar,  however,  was,  in  fome  meafurc, 
fuppreffed  by  the  appearance  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
cloud,    which   then   covered  the  tabernacle,    and  from 
which  God  was  heard  to  fpeak  to  Mofes  in  fuch  threaten- 
ing terms,  as  gave  them  caufe  to  fear  fome  terrible  judg-r 
ment  would  be  the  reward  of  their  rebellion  and  ingrati-> 
tude.  > 

Here  Mofes  vf 21^  forced  again  to  become  their  intef- 
celTor ;  but  the  ingratitude  and  infidelity  of  thofe  mif- 
creants,  who  had  been  eye-witneffes  of  thofe  wonders 
which  he  wrought  both  in  Egypt  and  in  the  defert,  and 
of  the  punifhmeots  which   he  had  inSiSed  upon  other  ^^^  alo^v^ 
rebels,  was  of  too  crying  a  nature,  not  to  o^afl:  ^^^^^  2.0 years 
confpicuous  mark  of  the    divine  difpleafure.     Wherefore ^^j*^  ^x- 
God  did  then  fwcar,  that  none  of  thofe,  that  were  above  ^^^^ 
twenty  years  of  age,  except  Jojhua  and  Calebs   fliould/rww  en- 
ever  enter  into  the  promifcd  land  ;  but  that  they' fhpuld /mffg- /»/•' 
wander  from  place  to  place  during  the  fpace  of  forty  Y^vi^tbepromi/" 

:   ed  lani^ 

^  Num.  xiii.  per  tot.^ 

E  c  3  tai 
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till  all  their  carcafes  were  rotted  in  the  wi!iderAe&  (K). 
As  for  the  ten  wretches,  whofe  falfe  report  occafiooel 
this  rebellion,  they  were  all  defiroyed  by  a  fudden  deatb, 
and  became  the  Hrft  inftances  of  the  punimmentdepounCel 
againft  the  whole  nation  c. 
Year  of      This  fevere  fentence  did  (b  alarm  and  Ihame  ihe  cov- 
flood     ardly  multitude,  that  they  prefented  themfelves  ettljr  ii 
858.     the  morning  before  .^^y^/,  ready  armed;  and  told  Mh, 
Bef.  Chr.tbat  they  were  now  ready  to  retrieve  their  credit  by.&IDe 
1490.    noble  exploit,    either  againft  the  Jmalekitesj   tx  a^ 
Kyy'^Kj  fome  of  the  Canaanitijh  nations.     Mofes  ftrove  in  vamiD 
T'/^wrtf^ divert  them  from  fuch  a  raCh  enterprize,  by  reprefea4{ 
And  ill'     to  them,  that  they  would  certainly  perifh  in  the  atteofl, 
timed  ex-  becaufe  they  had  now  forfeited  the  divine  affiftance  ii 
'  th    P'^o^^'o'^  •    '^Js  fpeech  ferved  only   to  whet  their  *• 
^A     \i^  feafonable  ardor,  ever  indocile  and  deaf  to  good  couoilj 
ites  tw  '  ^^y  ^^^^^^^  ^o  ^^  ^^^^  fortune,  and  to  gam  thcpifleljl 
mij^gd       ^  neighbouring  hills  ;  but  they  found  them  fo  wdllft 
'       to  their  coft,  that  the  Amalekites  and  Canaaniies^  fiOu 
upon  them,  made  a  great  {lighter  of  them  there,  am 
purfued  them  as  far  as  Hormab  ^.     All  this  wbile  Ibjt^ 
who  forefaw  the  confequence  of  this  rafb  enterprize,  Sk 
wifely  keep  himfelf,  and  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  iiilk 
camp  (L}. 

DuuKG 

•  Numb.  xiv.  36,  37.  '  Ibid.  40.  to  the  end. 

(K)  Mo/es  liere  makes  ufe  part  in  the  mutiny,  bat  wev 

of  a  round  number,  alluding  excluded  afterwards  apon  u- 

to  tke  forty  days  of  the  fpies  other  account ;  together  wiili 

.fearching  the  land ;  though  it  Eleaxar,  and  a  few  moie,^^ 

is  plain,  that  their  children  en-  cially  of  the  tribe  of  It^i.  h 

tered  it  thirty -nine  years  after  memory  of  this  rebeffion,  Ac 

this  fentence  was  pronounced  Jnxjs  have  ever  £nce  kept  t 

againft  their  fathers  (50).    It  ftridl  faft  on  the  7di  day  ef 

is  further  to  be  obferved,  that,  the  Elul  (51)  or  fixth  mootk. 
though  this  excluiion  excepts        (L)  In  memory  of  this  U 

none  but  Caleb ^  and,  in  other  difader,  and  of  thedroppiogo^ 

places  where  it  is  repeated,  it  the  people,  during  therciM** 

mentions   only  Jojhua  along  der  of  the  forty  years,  be  i» 

with  him  j  yet  there  were  cer-  fuppofed  to  have  compoled  sk 

tainly  fome   others  that  were  xcth  pfalm,  in  which  beflW* 

not  included  in  it,  fuch  were  us  a  moil  lively  image  of  t^ 

Mofes  and  Aaron,  who  had  no  fhortnefs  and  fraxlty  of  Hie- 

(50)  Compare  Numb,  xxxii.  13.  vfitb  Deut,  ii.  14,       p^J,  l/Atr*san-t> 
'9*  (51)  See  JBt^bilatb  tbattetb,  ^rt,  ult.  JeQ,  14. 
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5  *        DuRiKC  this  long  interval  of  thirty-nine  years,  the       *  ^  * 
^       Divine  Providence  difplayed  itfelf  in  the  moft  confpicuous 
2       manner,  in  the  forming  and  polifhing  this  ntw  genera- 
^      .tion,  for  whom  the  conqueft  of  Canaan  was  referved, 
^The  miraculous  pillar  continued  ftill  to  direct  them,  and 
I;      the  manna  to  nouri(h  them.    Mojis  continued  ftill  his 
^  ,  jntfircourf^  with  God;  and  fuch  was  his  paternal  care  ^^^'^ 
ji     jDf  them,  that  their  raiment,  particularly  their  fhoes,  conti-***^*^*^^ 
\  .  /  nucd  whole,  and  their  feet  unhurt,notwithftanding  their  long  'ff  *  ^ 
•j  ^  and  frequent  marches.    If  at  any  time  the  people  relapfed  *^'  ^^ 
^'  ,into  their  ufual  murmurs  and  rebellions,  as  they  oftcn^^**^^'^* 
;  ^'^  riid,  their  puniihment  followed  fo  ck>fc,  fo  fevercly,  and 
'  JTo'univerfally,  that  their  difobedience  could  neither  bib 
countenanced  by  the   number  of  delinquents,   nor  flat- 
ter  itfelf  with   hopes  of  impunity.    And  this  may  be,  Thefaff^ 
\  perhaps,   the  main  motive,   which  infpired  them  vAihhatb" 
'fuch  a  laudable  zeal  agamft  the  fabbath-breaker,  whom^r#tfi^ 
~  they  brought  Xo  Mofes^  and  on  the  next  day,  according  ^^^^4^1 
to  his  fentence,  led  out  of  the  camp,  and  there  ftoned^V/^/^ 
;md  buried  him  ^.  dtatb. 

"  .•  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  he  difcovered  a  moft  y^ar  of" 
dangerous  confpiracy  batched  againfthim,  by  one  of  the  the  flood 
chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  Leviy  and  countenance^  by  fome     %yj, 
of  the  moft  confiderable  men  in  the  whole  camp,  eipe-Bef.  Chr. 
cially  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben '.  '47  »• 

KoRAH,   the  great  grandfon  of  Levi  by  bid  father  Ky^\^\J 
Jahar^  as  Jaron  alfo  was  by  his  father  Amram^  and  con-Kont&V 
fequently  bne  of  the  heads  of  that  tribe,  unable  to  ht- rebellion 
hold  Aaron  and  bis  family  raifed  to  the  high-priefthood,^Mu^  tfr- 

cotnfiices^ 
^  Numb.  XV.  32^  &  feq.        ^  Ibid.  xvi.  pafi*. 

After  fome  longer  flay  in  read  of  but  feventeen  during 

this  camp,  they  continued  mov-  the     remaining     thirty-feven 

ing  from  place  to  place,  but  years,   whereas  this   removal 

iUll  in  the  fame  wildernefs  of  from  Caii/b-hameah  was  the 

^r/V,  during  which  time  Mofes  fifteenth  from  their  coming  oat 

received  many  other  laws ;  bat  of  Egypt.     We  fhall  not  trou* 

we  have  given  an  account  of  ble  our  readers  with  a  further 

the  moft  remarkable  ones  in  a  detail  of  them    at  prefent: 

former  fe^lion«    However,  it  thofe,  who  are  defiroas  to  have 

is  to  be  obferved,  that  their  a  inore  particolar  account  of 

encampments  fl-om  this  time  them,  may  find  it  in  the  annals 

were  much  longer  than  they  of  the  learned  archUfliopC^^ 

Iiad  ftrmerly  been,  feeing  we  (52). 

(52)  Jim,  UJhtTi  Jhk  A,  Mf  2513.  f»  22,  ^fff, 

Ee  4  had 


f^24  '"     ^tbeHiftpty  :^f  the  J«wi     *       *l.l 

liad  drawn  a  confiderable  number  of  eminent  perfons  into 
hh  iiitereft ;  and,  among  them,  Datharty  Abiram,  and 
Hotly  who  were  heads  of  the  houfe  of  Reuben.  -  Whether 
he  thought,  that  he  fhould  never  gain  his  point  againft 
his  rival,  whilft  Mofes  enjoyed  the  fupreme  power,  and 
confequently,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  infpire  themividi 
a  defire  of  fupplanting  him,  or  whether  he  had  obfervfld 
already  fome  fuch  defign  in  thofe  three  chiefs,  he  pbyed 
his  part  fo  well,  that  he  drew  them,  and  two  hundred  and 
fifty  more,  into  his  party  ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  found'tbiop 
ripe  for  an  open  rupture,  he  refolved  to  appear  at  tfav 
head,  and  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  firft  onfet  agaiiA 
Mofes  and  Aaron,  He  began  with  upbraiding  them  witfc 
their  unjuft  ambition,  in  ingroffing  all  the  power  into 
their  hands,  and  excluding  the  reft  of  the  congregadoB, 
whom  he  affirmed  to  be  holy  as  they.  Mofes^  furpriiU 
at  the  boldnefs  of  this  fpeech,  rebuked  them  for  their 
prefumption  in  the  fevereft  terms;  but  bid  them  paf-^ff 
all  further  debate  till  next  morning,  and  then  to  appearat 
the  door  of  the  tabernacle,  with  each  his  ccnfer  in  In 
Ixand ;  at  which  time  he  promifed,  that  the  Lord  flxwid 
declare  himfelf  openly  in  favour  of  thofe  whom  hcd^ 
figned  for  that  high  office.  After  this,  addreffing  hioiielf 
to  Korah  and  his  Levites^  he  upbraided  them  for  their  in- 
gratitude and  arrogance,  in  not  being  contented  with  the 
dignity  and  privileges  which  God  had  annexed  to  their 
tribe  ;  but  afpiring  to  the  high-priefthood^  which  Geo 
had  referved  for  Aaron  and  his  pofterity. 

Soon  after  this,  he  fent  privately  for  Dathan  and  M> 
ram^  whom  he  fuppofed  to  have  been  drawn  hv  Kerch 
into  this  confpiracy,  with  a  defign  to  have  sr^ed  the 
cafe  more  calqily  with  them  ;  but  they  not  only  xt^Mki 
to  come,  but  fent  his  meflcnger  back  with  an  infolen: 
anfwer  ;  in  which  they  upbraided  hirn  with  having  decovcd 
the  whole  nation  out  of  the  rich  and  fertile  land  of  f  "•?*, 
under  pretence  of  bringing  them  into  a  better  ;  inftodct 
which,  he  only  detained  them  in  that  barren  wilderr.cfs  tj 
make  them  greater  flaves  to  him  ;  and  that  he  had  ros 
nothing  more  to  do,  but  to  put  their  eyes  out  fince  \^.^ 
faw  further  into  his  ambitious  and  tyrannic  defh^ns  ihiii 
he  cared  they  (hould  ".  *^ 

As  meek  and  gentle  as  Mofes  naturally  was,  his  paticrcf 
was  not  proof  againft  fuch  a  reproathful  meflage ;  hcappcl;: 
to  the  Divine  rrefence  againft  the  injuftice  of  it   fincci* 

»  Num.  xvi.  12,  &rcq. 
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tati  been 'fo -fur  from  uiing  his  power  to  ihe.  iovading.oC 
±he  leaft  poltion  of  any  man's  property,  that  be  bad  refill- 
ed hitherto  nothing  by  it  but  care  and  forrow*  Early  ^ 
-ftiext  morning  Myfs  and  Jarw  oiaiched  towards  the  pf 

bomacle,  whither  .Soniit  failed  not  to  repair  foon  after ^ 

at'.ifae  head  of  his  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  each  havr 
.-jxig.a  copper  cenfer  in  his  hand.  Thefe  were  followed  by 
'«  vaft  multitude  of  the  people,  who  were  come,  either  to 

ha  ^pe^tors  of  this  &mous  conteft,  or  to  back  the  fedi- 
<:^ous  in  cafe  of  an  oppofition.     The  firft  thing  that  drew 

their  cyts  was  the  g^ory  which  appeared  in  the  cloud  over 

'idle  tabernacle,  from  which  God  commanded  Mc/es  and 

'\d0ron  to  withdraw  themfelves  from  the  rebellious  crew, 

f  left  they  ihould  perifli  with  them  in  the  ruin  which  was 

ready  to  fall  upon  them.     Here  Mofes  was  forced  again 

to  turn  interceifor ;  and  the  croud  had  no  fooner  feparated 

themfelves  from  K^rah  and  his  company,  following  him 
tlto  the  quarters  of  the  Reubenitesj  where  Dathan  and  Abi^ 

ram^  with  their  families,  fiood  at  their  tent-doors,  but 
.  Mofes  fpoke  to  the  aflembly  to  this  purpofe  ;  that  if  thofe 
*   rebels  died  a  common  death,  he  would  give  them  leave  to 

queflion  his  diviite  miilton ;  but  that  if  the  earth  im^le* 
:  diately  opened  in  a  miraculous  manner,  and  fwallowed 

them  up  alive,,  he  then  hoped,  that  they  would  look  upon 
<..liim  as  fufficiently  authorized  for  all  he  did.  The  words 
.  were  fcarce  out  of  his  mouth,  and  the  people  retired  at  a 
.    proper  diftance  from  the  tents  of  the  confpirators,  when 

the  earth  clove  afunder  under  their  feet,  and  buried  them 
.    alive,with  aU  their  families  and  fubftance.  At  the  iametimeT^^V 
••    K9rah  and  his  whole  company,  who  fiood  with  their  ctn- dreadful 

fers  before  the  court  of  tiie  tabernacle,  were  all  deftroyed/«»^«'«' 
. .  by  a  fupernatural  fire  ;  though  their  children  were  fpared, 

becaufe,  in  all  likelihood,  they  had  no  Ihare  in  their  fa- 
theniguat«»(M).  .  . 

In^  the  mean  time  the  people,  who  fled,  terrified  at  the 

fight  of  {o  dreadful  a  fpe£bcle,  were  fcarce  recovered 
,  .  from  their  fr^ht,  before  they  began  to  murmur  afi:efh^ 

^  Vid.  Num.  xxvi,  ii« 

(M)    In   memory  of  this  ed  to  take  the  cenfers  of  Karab 
dreadful  judgment,  and  to  de-  and  his  men^  and  to  beat  them 
. .  ter,  for  the  future^  any  bat  the  into  l^oad  plate,  for  a  covering 
'  fons  of  AarM  from  prefumiing  of  the  ^Itar  i  which  he  accord- 
to*  turn  incenfe    before    the  ingly  did.  ' 
Lord.  £/rtf:^r  was.command-  .^ 

and 


^6  ^  WJtoryof  tie.  few  B-l 

and  to  9ccu(e  Mofes  zx^  Jarm  of  iiayijig  murdered  the 
people  of.  the  Lord,  as  they  called  that  leditipus  crew. 
CmtfiiM   Thefe  two  ran  immediately  into  the  itabenude,  feun 
Mwfxf/Sbr- whence  the  glory  appearing  again  in  the  cloud,  Cu^tended 
rW?»0»      for  ibme  time  the  Airy  of  the  infiirredion.    Here  Afyfts^ 
mgti^tfi      who  forefaw  that  fome  terrible  judgment  was  Juft  mdy 
Mo^      to  fall  on  the  rioters,  immediately  commandra^  his  bn- 
ther  to  take  his  cenfer,  and  make  atonement  for  th&peo* 
pie :  but,  though  Aaron  made  all  poffible  hafte  to  obey 
him,  the  plague  was  already  begun,  and  raged  fo  furiqufly, 
th^t  it  had  already  deftroyed  fourteen  thouiand  and  (even 
hundred  men,  befides  thofe  who  had  perKhed  in  Kondft 
rebellion  :  all  that  he  could  do  was  to  put  a  flop  to  its 
further  progrefs,  by  ftanding  with  his  cenfer  between  the 
living  and  the  dead  r.     But  here,  to  prevent  Aarm*^  au* 
A»^*    thority  being  any  more  called  in  queftion,    God  was 
^'Ort  P'®^^  ^^  confirm  it  by  one  miracle  more  (N).     So  that 
^j^V^^  ftotn  this  day  there  was  an  exprefs  prohibition  made, 
i^J^^    yagainft  any,  but  the  fons  of  Aaron^  prefuming  to  cene 
y^     "^^^  *^^  tabernacle  under  pain  of  death. 
^      *         By^  this  time  diey  had  wandered  near  thirty  years  in 
the  defert  of  Arabia  Peiraa^  and  had  been  near  thirty- 
nine  years  out  of  Egypt ^  ftill  moving  from  one  place  to 
another,  about  the  mountains  of  Idumea  ;  during  whid) 
time  they  were  guilty  of  many  more  murmurmgs  and 
idolatries  than  Mofes  has  thought  fit  to  record,  but  which 
have  been  preferved  by  other  infpired  writers «,  who  have 
feverely  upbraided  them  with  fetting  up,  and  carrying 
about,  the  idols  of  Remphan^  Malchomy  and  many  otners 
of  the  like  nature.    However,  the  time  drawing  near  for 
their  entering  into  the  promifed  land,  they  went  from£zm- 
giber  towards  Kadejh  in  the  wiUernefs  of  Zin^  defigning 

'  Ibid.  xvi.  per  tot.         •  Vid.  fup.  vol.  ti.  p.  201,  k  feq. 

(N)  Aarcn  on  the  one  fide,  fi>and.      Accordingly,    when 

andtheheadofeverytribeonthe  they  came  to  examine  them 

other, were  ordered  to  bring  an  on  the  morrow,  Aaro^%  rod 

almond-rod,  with  their  names  alone  was  foand  to  have  ba(i> 

written   upon  it ;    and  theie  ded,  and  brought  forth  leaves 

were  to  be  depofited  in    the  and  ripe  almoxids  ;  and  M%fts 

tabernacle  till  the  next  mom-  was  ordered  to  lay  it  up  10 

ing>  by  which  time  the  Lord  the  ark,  as  a  ilanding  menu- 

would  decide  in  fiivour  of  that  ment  of  their  rebellion  -  and 

family^  on  whofe  rod  fome  vi-  unbelief. 


fible  aiid  miracaloas  change  was 


prfba^ 
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^l^rol^bly  Colttive  entered  Canaan  bjr  the  narrow  pafles,^#v^m# 
•  ^ddled  the  way  df  tkefpiisi  but  they  were  dikom&t»i  in  tdt^uHef 
-^ -their  firft  iattempt  by  Jradj  one  of  the  kings  of  the«'^>«»^/- 

Canaanitesj  who  killed  a  great  number  of  them,    mii^hM^' 
■   took    fome    conliderable     fpoil    from     them.     Upon^  '•  ' 

this  they  vowed  all  the  cities  of  Arad  to  deftru£tion ;  ^i^^ 
^  feoh  after  which  they  made  a  fecond  pu(h,  wherein  they  "*^^ 
-^liad  much  better  fuccefs ;  and,  having  defeated  the  l^ing^^^: 

V  md  dcftroyed  fome  of  his  towns,  they  called  the  field  of       ^^* 

V  Iri^wy  Hormah^  or  rather  Chormab^  that  is,  atuahemaj  or     '*^^* 
^•litter  delfaru&ion '  s  though  the  total  one  of  that  coufttry 
'did  not  happen  till  the  time  of  Jojbua  u  (Q). 

Abovt 

<  Nom.xxi.  I,  aj  8c  feq.         •  Jo(h.xii.  14, 


(O)  The  Jews  have  a  tra- 
.,  ditioti,  fouaded  on  an  e?cpre& 
•  text  in  Diuter$mmy  (6a}»  and 
fome  places  in  Jo/hua,  that 
tht  J/raeiiUs  Vfete  obliged  to 
Tend  an  herald  to  offer  peace  in 
their  name  to  every  city  and 
people,  before  they  attempted 
to  conquer  it  by  the  fword ; 
and  that,  in  cafe  they  accepted 
it,  they  became  onl^  tribata- 
ries  to  them ;  but,  if  they  re- 
fvM  their  ofkr,  they  were  then 
to  be  vowed  to'  deftmdion  ; 
and  that  this  command  of  Goo 
extended  even  to  the  (even  na- 
tions of  the  dmaanitiSt  con- 
trary to  the  current  opinion, 
that  thefe  had  been  long  before 
under  an  anathema  for  their 
wickedneA.  However,  Mai^ 
ffumV/i  has  taken  a  gveatdeal 
0f  pains  to  confute  this  com* 
mon  notion,  and  to  prove, 
that  all  tho^enations,  that  were 
cutoff  by  thnJfi'ae/iUsp  owed 
their  deftrudion  to  their  chpof* 
ing  to  tiy  the  fortune  of  war^ 
saSier  thad  accept  of  peace 


upon  fudi  terms.  TJiexe  is; 
indeed,  one  main  otgc&ton 
againft  him  ;  namely,  the  fiia* 
tagem  which  the  GUgmuies 
made  ufe  o^  to  obtain  peace 
from  1/rael,  which  wouU  have 
been  needlefs,  had  the  latter 
been  forced  to  ofier  it  befoie 
all  things:  but  to  this  oar 
learned/^  above-mentibned 
anfwers,  diat  the  reafon  of  the 
Giheomtes  policy  was,  that  they 
had,  in  common  with  theu- 
ne^bours,  refufed  the  Ifoft 
ofim  of  peace,  and  wer0  confe- 
quently  doomed  to  the  fime 
nte. wi^  them;  to  preiflett; 
which,  their  embafladors  pre- 
tended to  ccvne  from  acoontry 
vafUy  diftant  from  any  of  thofe 
(even,  and,  as  fuch»  obtnined 
thed^ned  peace  (63).  How- 
ever,  itis{4aia  from  this. tn- 
dition,  and  the  raU>i  ahpve* 
meBti<N)ed,  that  this  peace  was 
to  h%  oiltred  ta  thofe  aations 
upon  cernain  conditionft  1  -tiM 
two  principal  of  which  werea 
that  they  ftoiild  owa  a  fiib* 


(61)  Dtut.  xz.  10,  &  /ff .  Jcfif,  xi.  fof*  (63) 


jeaion^ 


4z8  The  iHifiory  of  the  JessH  B.L 

Year  of     "About  this  time  alfo  it  was  that  the  king  of  Edom, 

the  flood  having  refufcd  a  free  paflage  through  his  country  to  the 

^95'     Ifraelites^    though  on  the  moft  peaceable   and  friendly 

Bcf.  Chr- terms,  they  were,  in  all  likelihood,  going  to  take  fomc 

'453-    kind  of  revenge  for  the  affront  j  but  God,  who  would 

'^"^'^    riot  fuffer  them  to  commit  any  hoftilities  againft  them, 

becaufe  they  were  their  brethren,  caufed  them  to  take 

a  turn  rouna  their  country,  and  to  march  peaceably  away 

towards  mount  Hor  w,    where  Miriam^    Mofes^s  fiftci*, 

died  foon  after  (P),  in  the  hundredth  and  thirtieth  yearof 

her  age,  being  about  eight  or  ten  years  younger  than 

jiaron  ^f ,  who  died  in  the  hundredth  and  fortieth  year  of 

bis,  in  the  very  year  following, 

^^^         Whilst  they  continued  at  Kadejh^    a  little  before 

J^„,,J!!^  -^arorC^  death,  a  new  murmuring  arofe  for  want  of  water; 

tor  'want  \     -ajr  r  iii#-^  i-»L 

0/ water  ^^  Mojes  was  agam  commanded  by  Ljod  to  bring  tnem 
*  a  frefh  fupply  out  of  the  rock  j  but  he  did  it  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  was  highly  difpleafing  to  him  ;  and  for  whidi 
he  and  his  brother  were  excluded  from  entering  into  the 
promifed  land  (Q,).  In  memory  of  this  new  rebcDion, 
the  place  was  called  Meribah^  fi^^f^  »  from  which  thC7 
went  and  encamped  at  the  foot  of  mount  Hor^  on  the 
frontier  of  the  land  of  Edom.  Here  Mofes  was  com- 
manded to  take  Aaron^  and  Eleazar  his  fon,  to  the  Cop 

"^  Numb.  XX.  22.    Deut.  ii.  8, 9,      Vid.  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  1:3. 
*  Numb.  XX.  I. 
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jcdlion,  and  pay  tribute,  to  the 
Ifradites  ;  and  that  they  fhould 
obferve  the  feven  precepts  given 
to  lioahy  in  cafe  they  refufed 
to  be  circumcifed. 

(P)  Eujebiut  (64)  tells  us, 
that  Miriam's  fepulcre  was  ftill 
extant  in  his  time  at  Kadejh^ 
ata  fmall  diftance  from  the  city 
of  Pttra,  the  metropolis  of 
Arabia  Petraa.  Some  antient 
fathers  think,  that  fhe  died  a 
virgin  (65) ;  and  that  (he  was 
the  legiflatrix  and  governefs  of 
the  Ifraelitijh  women,  as  her 
brother  hhfes  was  of  the  men 

(66;. 


(Q}^  God  had  commanded 
him  to  call  for  the  water  bj 
only  fpeaking  to  the  rock;  but 
he,  whether  out  of  impatience 
at  their  loud  murmon,  or  out 
of  diffidence  of  the  prcmifol 
fupply,  fmote  it  twice  with  his 
rod,  and  ufed  fome  indecent 
expreflion,  either  to  the  rock, 
or  the  people  (67),  forwliicii 
he  was  excluded  from fcrting his 
foot  in  the  promifed  land,  and 
condemned  to  die  in  the  wilder- 
nefs.  Aaron  was  likcwife  in- 
cluded in  the  fame  fentence,  as 
having,  doubtlcfs,  ihared  io 
the  fault. 


(obj  'ibcGd.tn  Mic.yu  4.  ^07;  ^;^.  P/.  cv.  32,  33/ 


wt 
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of  the  mountain  in  the  fight  of  all  the  people,  and  ''to 
firip  'the  father  of  his  prieftly  robes,  and  to  array  the  fon ' 
-with  them  3  which  was  no  fooner  done  than  Jaron  died,  Aaro&^i 
and  was  buried  there  :  but  whether  by  Mofes  ox  Eleazar^gif^]^^ 
go:,  by  fome  other  perfon,  certain  it  is,  that  the  place  was 
kept  (b  private,  that  none  of  thofe  countries  could  ever  iind. 
i(  out,  or  dared  fubftitute  another  in  lieu  of  it.  The  chil*^ 
dhen  of  Ifrael  mourned  thirty  days  for  him,  and  Ehazar 
fucqeeded  him  in  the  high-priefthood  T  (R). 
:  Soon  after  the  days  of  mourning  were  over,  they  went 
and  encamped  at  Zalmonab  ;  which  place  took  that  name^,  ^^^ 
frpm  the  image  or  figure  of  the  brazen  ferpent,  which  ^^/^^^^ 
jld&/fx caufed  to  be  fet  up  there*  j  for  the  Ifraelites^  beingy^Ta/, 
tired  with  the  length  of  their  journey,  and  l^ouring  un- 
der a  fcarcity  of  provifion,  began  to  murmur  afrcfli  againft 
JUtpfeij  in  fo  grievous  a  manner,  that  Gob  was  provolced 
tp  fend  large  flights  of  fiery  ferpents  among  them,  whkh 
^eftroyed  fuch  multitudes  of  that  rebellious  people,  that 
^e  reft  applied  to  Mofes ^  and,  in  the  humbleff  terms^ 
begged  him  to  deliver  them  from  that  deftroying  vermiu 
(S}«    Mofes^  recurring  .to  God,  was  commanded  to  caft 
a  brazen  ierpent  of  the  fame  figure  with  thofe  that  infefted 
them,  and  to  fet  it  on  a  pole  upon  fome  eminent  ground  % 
that  as  many  as  were  bitten  by  the  ferpents,  m^'ght  be 

healed 

y  Num.  XX,  23,  &  feq.        *  Ibid.  xxi.  9. 

=  .  (R)  >ftfr0»^s  death  happened  raphim  fignlfy  a  barntng.  or 

fipoa  ^uefday  the  firft  day  of  winged  ferpent ;  bat  Hkewife^ 

the  fifth  month  (which  is  our  that  thofe  creatures  are  vtty 

Auguji)^   in  the  fortieth  year  common   both  in  Egypt  and 

after  the  ixoi^  and  in  the  hun-  Arabia ;  infomuch  that  thofe 

dredth  and  fortieth  year  of  his  countries  would  become  unin- 

age  (67).  habited,  if  thofe  ferpents  h^ 

(S)  A  certain  author  (68)has  not  been  debarred  by  a  kind  of 

endeavoured  to  prove,'  that  providence  from  multiplying 

thofe  infeds  were  only  little  as  other  ferpents  do ;  but  the 

worms  which  bred  in  the  fkin,  Arabians  tell  us,  that,  after 

but  of  fuch  a  venomous  nature,  they  have  coupled  together^ 

that  they  immediately  poifoned  the  female  never  fails  to  kill 

thofe.  that  were  infeSed  with  the  male  ;  and  tha^her  young 

them  i  but  it  is  plain,    that  ones  kill  her,  as  fobn  as  they 

not  only  the  original   words  are  hatched.   The  learned  Bo^ 

Cl^Q"lfw  tD^M^DJ,  necafiimje"  charts   from  whoni  we  have 

(67)  Vii,  annqU  UJbtr^fii^  «.  m.  2$s«.  (68)  F.ru9*  Licet,  hb^dt 

Jpontan,  vivcnt,  *■  /.  vid,  U/iir  ttki  fup* 

this 


430  n^HiJl^cf  tiijein^^*^       ft  I. 

healed  by  looking  upon  it  ^    As  foon  as  they  wexe  de- 
livered by  this  means  from  the  plague,  they  mardicd  to- 
wards P^#»%  fince  known  by  the  name  of  ACtftftt- 
fhumn^   by  reafon  of  the  copper  mines,  with  which  it 
abounded  s,  and  might,  perhaps,  have  its  firft  aame  frem 
Phino»j  one  of  the  dukes  or  princes  of  Edom  ^  ;   firoQ: 
thence  they  removed  to  Ohoth^  called  by  Pli^y^  SMi» 
Year  of  This  was  their  thirty-feventh  encampment ;   their  oat 
the  flood  was  at  Jii-abarim  (T),  upon  the  borders  of  Moah^  that 
S96.    is,  in  that  part  of  the  defert  which  lies  over-againft  the 
Bef.Chriftbnd  of  Moah  eaftward  c,  and  is  therefore  called  thi  difirt 
'45^*    •/  Moab<>,    Soon  after  this,  as  they  were  removing  to 
^i/VV^pafi  the  brook  or  valley  of  Zared^  God  forbad  them  to 
commit  any  hoftilities  againft  xhtMoabius  and  AmnmmtnS 


7  Numb.  xxi.  4.,ft  feq. 
SB».  loc  Hcbr.  fub  Phenon. 
zxi.  IX.  ^  Oeat.ii*  S. 

aUbvoLii.p.  ia8»&  143. 


slbid.xzxm.42.     «  V^Ev- 

^  Gen.  xxxvi.  41*       *  Ndo. 

«  Ibid.ver.9.  i8»i9.    See 


this  account  of  them^  tells  us 
liirther  (6o),  that  they  are 
Ibort,  and  ipotted  with  dhros 
colours,  anu  that  their  wings 
le&mble  thofe  of  a  bat.  He 
quotes  a  great  number  of  an- 
tient  and  modem  authors  to 
prove,  that  they  are  the  fame 
with  the  hydra  of  the  Greeks 
and  Latins.  Herodotus^  who 
went  on  purpofe  to  the  city  of 
£utos  to  fee  them,  fays,  that 
they  are  not  unlike  the  hydra  i 
and  that  he  had  feen  a  vaft 
quantity  of  their  Ikeletons, 
whofe  flefli  had  been  devoured 
by  the  this  (70),  which  bird 
•is  peculiar  to  Egypt j  and  a 
continual  deftroyer  of  thofe 
ferprnts,  as  we  have  ihewn  elfe* 
where  (71).  There  was  no 
need,  therefore,  of  any  other 
miracle,  the  Ifraelites  being 
then  in  Arabia  Fttreea^  than  a 


firoi^  wind  to  blow  tbem  ktfo 
their  camp»  it  being  thenabout 
the  {prii^-time  of  the  year,iB 
which  fiadbn  they  commonly 
fly  in  great  fwarms  from  Vbjn 
and  Arabia  towards  £^/t 
and  other  countries  in  that 
neighbourhood  (72). 

(T)  It  muH  be  remembred, 
however,  that  when  lAofes  tells 
us,  that  they  encamped  at 
Obothy  Jie-abarim^  and  ocher 
cities  belonging  to  the  Edmmtts 
and  Moahitesy  he  muft  not  be 
underflood  as  if  they  came 
near  thofe  placos,  bat  only 
that  they  encamped  at  fudi 
convenient  diftance  from  then, 
that  they  might  eafily  ieod  to 
buy  provifions,  without  giving 
them  the  umbrage  of  their 
having  any  hodile  defign  a- 
gainll  them. 


(69;  De  animal,  fae, p.  ii.  /,  iji,  ^  15.  (-oj  Uend.  /.  \\,  e, -jk,  76. 

(liyyjd.  [up^  W.  it  ^  422,  {^^)  f W,  Bickart^  uii jyp,  ^  auavr.  ek 

to  atat, 

becaufe 


C.  VII.   frm  ihdr  Egyptian  S$nd^i^  &c  43*^ 

{>ecauft  be  had  gif ^  them  that  land  ther  dwelt  in^  ^aiid 
obliged  them  to  take  a  latge  turn  round  tnetr'  country  to 
come  at  that  of  Cafuian*  They  arrived  at  length  at  B^ 
fristh^  or  Bamoth-arfufty  that  is,  the  high  places  of  Arnm^  ' 
under  which  is  a  fine  valley  belonging  to  the  M^hHetf 
along  which  the  brook  or  torrent  of  Jnum  runs  1  aAd^ 
picched  at  the  fort  of  mount  Pifgah.  From  thence  they 
removed  to  Beir^  (0  called  from  the  well  which  me 
heads  of  Ifrael  dug  there  by  God's  diredtion ;  and  this 
gave  birth  to  that  feng  of  Mofes^  which  was  fung  by  tho 
Jfraelites ;  the  burden  of  which  begins^  with  the  viOii^  ' 

Spring  up^  O  Willi  fing  ye  unto  it  •. 

After  feveral  marches,  in  which  they  pafled^  as  it 
were,  between  the  countries  of  Mo^h  zmJmmon^  with-* 
out  committing  the  lead  hoftiliti^  on  either  fide,  they 
came  at  length  to  the  land  of  the  Amotites.  Here  they 
fent  again  to  beg  a  peaceable  paflage  through  the  territories 
of  Sihon  king  Cr  Hejhbm.    But  that  prince,  having  re-  •  , 

fufed  to  let  them  pafs  upon  any  terms,  and  making  hhtifelf ' 
ready  to  attack  them,  was  overthrown  by  them  in  a  fet  ^ 
battle^ I  and  the  IfraeKtu^  having  feized  upon  his  king-® *»■ 
dom,  from  the  torrent  of  At7toni,o  that  of  Jabbok^j  put^  ^^f- 
men,  women  and  children  to  the  fword,  and  faved  nothingf*^^'^ 
but  the  cattle.    Soon  after  this,  Og  king  of  Bdfitiy  At- 
tempting in  like  manner  to  obftru£t  their  paflage,  tinder* 
went  the  fame  fate ;  as  we  have  already  (hewn  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  Canaanites  (W). 

By  this  time  Balak  king  of  Moab^  near  whofe  terri^^fiahk 
tories  the  Ifraelites  were  encamped,  with  adefign  to  CTotiftnit  fir 
the  river  Jerdan^  in  order  to  enter  into  the  Inod  of  Ca->fialaaai, 

«  Nam.  zxi.  179  Sc  fiq.  ^  Vid.fi2p.  vol.  ii.p.  zomr- 

t  Vid.  Jud.  xi.  139  &  6q. 

(W)  The  reader  may  fee  theie  when  at  the  height,  reached 

two  fertile  kingdoms  deicribed  not   above  hia   knees.    They 

inaformervolume(73)iandas  add  feveral  other  particulars; 

to  their  gigantic  flat  are  and  de«  equally   ridiculous;    fach  a» 

feat^  the  reader  will  likewiie  that  what  Mrfes  calls  his  iron  . 

£nd  an  account  of  it  in  a  for-  bed,   was    only    his    cradle  t 

jner   chapter.     But   the    fa«  and    other  fuch,    of    which  * 

bling  ye^s  tell  us,   that  he  weoalygivethisasa^cimea  ' 

was  (ixfcore  cubits  high,  aad  (74}.       ' 

born  before  the  flood ;  which, 

•■      ■  •     -  ■.  r-        ^.  ■■  •    :     ■- 

(73)  Set  befori^  vol  li.  p,  45a,  6f  y<f .  (74)  Mamidhr  rakba,    Stt 

tip  Qg!mttfu9  V9C,  &  Munftsr  in  Num,  xxh 

naan* 


^.ji  the  Hiftory  of  tie  Jaw^  B.  i; 

naOHf  begin  now  to  loob  upon  tbem  with  fuch  a  jeadom 
eve,  that  he  did  not  think  it  fufficient  to  make  a  ibong 
alliance  with  the  Adidianites  and  Amnanites^  his  neigh- 
bours, in  order  to  ftop  their  progreft,  but  refolved,  be* 
fore  he  began  any  hoftilities  againft  them,  to  try  horn 
hx  Balaam's  inchantments  might  go  towards  turning  the 
fortune  of  war  to  his  fide*     We  need  not  repeat  what 
has  been  faid  in  the  hiftory  of  Moah  ^,  concerning  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  Balak's  proje£i,  and  the  too  fure  one  of  Balaaaft 
advice  of  debauching  the  Ifraelites  by  the  help  of  ibme  of 
9Z#irrael-(heir  moft  beautiful  women  ;  which  fully  anfwered  thdr 
ites  de-     hopes,  and  the  Ifraelites  failed  riot  to  give  into  the  fifair, 
Amudfedfy^nd  to  make  frefli  work  for  repentance.  Balak  had  ordered 
the  wtf««rhis  fubjeSs  to  celebrate  a  grand  feaft  to  Baal-pgor  (whidi 
io idolatry,]^  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  fame  with  Priafm 
or  Adonis  >,  in  which,  as  we  obferved  before  ^,  the  oioft 
Ihameful  kinds  of  lewdnefs  ufed  to  be  perpetrated),  and 
to  invite  the  Ifraelites  to  them.     Thef.^  were  foon  co- 
Year  of  ^iced  from  one  crime  to  another,  by  the  fair  women  that 
the  flood  were  fent  among  them  ;  and,  falling  from  dninkennefs  to 
.  896.     lewdnefs,  and  from  lewdnefs  to  idolatry,  they  became  b 
Bef.  Chr.enamoured  with  thofe  fair  deluders,  that  obferving  in  them 
1452.    a  more  than  ordinarv  forwardne&  to  follow  them^  thej 
V^^y^^made  no  fcruple  to  bring  a  great  number  of  them  into 
^beir  fe-  ^^\^  camp  ;  fo  that  the  infeSion  foon  became  univerfal, 
vere  pw  ^^^^  ^^5  puniflied  by  a  plague,  which  carried  off  about 
mj/ment.   twenty- four  thoufand  of  the  off^nJers 

In  the  mean  time  God,  ftill  highly  prot^oked  at  their 
difobedicnce,  to  which  this  fevere  punifhnient  had  not  vet 
put  an  effeflual  ftop,  commanded  Mofes  to  ered  a  court 
of  judicature,  confifting  of  the  heads  of  all  the  femiL'es, 
and  to  try  and  hang  all  that  had  been  guilty  of  this  re- 
bellion and  idolatry,  without  refpe£l  to  friendfliip  or  kin- 
dred ( Z)  i  which  was  accordingly  done,  arid  about  one 

thoufand 

|»  Vid.  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  128,  Sc  feq.  *  Isid.  orig.Hb. 

viii.    HiERON.  in  Hof.  ix.  vid.  Goodwin's  Moles  and  Aaroiii 
lib,  iv.  c.  3.     Calm.  diiTert.  Le  CLERc'scom.  in  loc. 
*  Vid.  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  125,  &  feq. 

(Z)  Though  \vc  have  given  mand  Mofes  to    take  all  tie 

this    place   a    different   fenfc  headsofthepeopIe^aDdtohang 

from  our  own,  and  moft  ver-  them  up  in  the  face  of  tiicfim 

iions,  which  make  God  com-  {87) ;  we  hope  thofe  who  un- 

(87)  Num,  XXV.  4. 

derfbod 


tboufand  more  were  put  to  death.  By  this  time  the  gre^t-. 
eft  pairt  of  the  people,  being  come  a  little  to  tbemfelver, 
Were  bewailing  their  folly  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle, 
ivhen  they  were  furprifoi  with  an  inftance  of  the  moll' 
unparalleled  boUne&  in  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  tribe  qF 
Simton,  named  Zimriy  who  had  brought  a  young  Jlftj  2imri  and 
■   dkmiiijh  princeft  into  the  camp ;  and  in  fight  of  Mofes^  pozbi 

-  and  of  the  whole  congregation,  was  leading  her  into  his 

-  tmt.  Phineasj  the  fon  of  Eltazar  the  high-pricft,  ^^^' ^refenfere^ 
,  lowed  themdofe  with  a  fpear  in  his  hand,  and,  fired  wi^I^  aa^j^^^^.- 
-f  EDiholy  zeal,  at  one  ftroke  joined  their  bodies  in  death, 

«  \vhcfc  they  were  joined  in  their  fm  \  for  which  noble 
~  deed  the  -flig^^priefihood  was  confirmed  to  him  and  his 
^'  C9cd  $.  though  it  is  plain,  from  the  words  of  the  Pfabnifl  ^, 
\f  tlbaCthe  ^averted  the  divine  vengeance  more  by  his  prayers 
^110  GO0,  ttiaaby  tiie  puniibment  of*  the  two  pfFenders  I 
^  Mcitberidid  the  authors  of  this  defe^ion  go.vii^punilhed:  Balaam, 

v."  Balaam  was  foon  after  killed  in  a  fet^battle,  which  UracV^^^^J^^^ 

^  ^/ag^j  of 

^  fU,  cvi.  ^o.  '  Num-^v,  per  ^ot.  Midian^ 

JIatfu 


I* 


Si 


p  deriland    the   Hibriw^     will  had  nothiQg  fo  tttuufl  In  li,  as 

i  readily  own,    not    only   that  thole  verfions   intimate ;   and 

Y  the  words  are  capable  of  our  Jofephus^  who    followed    the 

i  ^terpretation  ;    but  likewifey  common  verfion,  >vas  fo  well 

^  tl^at  the  context,  as  well  as  convinced,  that  it  could  not 

^.,  the    reafbn     of     the    thing,  be  palliated  by  any  arguments, 

naturally  lead  us  to  it.     For^  that  he  has  chofen  to  fupprefs 

Miatever  ffnfts  commentators  it  wholly  ;   and  this  is   one 

liave  made  vXt  of  to  juftify  .  main  argument  to  us,  that  he 

^  -tile  other  verfion,-  foch  as  that  underftood  neither  iht^Hebr^u 

;  'thofe  heads  were,  cither  all  in  nor  the  Chaidee,  eife  he  might 

i  -the  guilt,  whieh  is  not  pro-  aa  eafily.have  fallen  into  o^r 

jB    bable,  or  that  they  were  guilty  fenfe  of  that  command,  jas  4>e 

:;  -of  a  (hameful  negled,  in  not  Targum  of  Onkehs^  rabbi  Sa- 

,;   eppofing  the  growing  miichief  lomon^    and  other  Je^s  after 

(88)  ;  both  which  mj[ght,  pro-  them,  have  done«  as  .well  as 

'likbly  enough,  be  out  of  their  the    learped  .  Fagiui,  ■  in    his 

:   power,     £nce   Mo/a   himfelf  comment  on  the  place,  and 

ff  '  found  them  fo  often  too  head-  others  among  the  Chriftntns. 

5    llrong  for  him ;  yet  it  is  plain>  How  Jofepbus  has  mutilated 

ibom  the  dire^ons  which  he  this  phce,  and  what  account 

gives  thofe  judges  in  the  very  he  has  given  of  this  defection , 

■  next  verfe,.  w«.  to  funijh  nil  and    the  confequences  of  it, 

that    they    found    guilty    in-  the  reader  may,  if  he  pleafc?, 

Jiffertntiyy  that  this  command  fee  in  hi«  antiquities  (89). 

(8«)  ha  Ahxryantl'.n  phirajhiatborab.  (89)  Lib.  iv.  f.  6. 

Vol.  III.  Ff                  fought 


^34  ^*^  tifftory  ef  the  Jews  R  L 

fought  again  (I  five  kings  of  Midian^  who  likewife  fdl  cm 
that  daV)  whild  the  conquerors  nisMde  a  terrible  daughter 
of  their  fubjefts,  putting  them  all  to  the  fword,  womeir 
and  children  excepted  >  plundering  and  burning  their  cities, 
.    and  carrying  off  a  confideraUe  booty  «"  with  them,  which 
they  brought  to  Mofes  and  Eleazar  ;    and    thefe  ordered 
one  hftiedi  part  of  it  to  be  diftributed  among  the  prie&, 
and  another  fiftieth  to  the  Levitts. 
Tifolfrael-     Soon  after  this  defedion,  Mofes  was  ordered  to  ta^ 
kcs  nrnm-   an  account  of  aU  the  children  of  Ifraei  that  were  able  to 
hered.       bear  arms,  that  is,  from  twenty  years  old  and  upwards ; 
Jofephus  fays,    from  twenty  to  fifty  ■  y    but  it  is  mMe 
Y«r  cf  likely  to  hare  been  to  fixty ;  and  thefe  n^wc  found  to 
tlie  flood  aniount  to  fix  hundred  and  one  thoufand  feven  buoditd 
^9^-     and  thirty,  befides-  the  Levitesy  who  were  numbered  from 
^    *^*one  month  and  upwards,  and  amounted  to  twenty-thne 
J^^^  I  thoufand  :  this  account  was  takeil  ia  the  plain  of  Mu(^ 
near  tlie  river  "Jordan^  over-againft  Jericho  ;  and  it  is  fi^ 
pofed,  that  the  laft  punifhment  that  befel  the  2400  ad- 
orers of  the  Atidianrtijh-  deity,  made  a  total  end  of  the 
old  murmuring    generation,  which  had .  been  exdudcd 
from  eiTtering  into  the  land  of  Canaan-^  becaufe,  upon 
examination,  there  was  not  one  of  them  found  in  ths 
new  lift  which  Mofes  took  of  the  people,  except  Jcjbaa 
and  Calebs  according  to  the  fentence  pronounced  againft 
them  °  by  God  himfelf.     The  numbering  of  the  people 
was  no  iboner  over,  than  Mofes  receivexl   orders  to  dired 
the  diftribution  of  the  promifed  land  between  the  tribes 
to  be  made  by  lot,  not  into  equal  parts,  but  m  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  men  in  each  tribe.     As  for  that  ot 
Lcvi^  it  was  not  to  have  any  inheritance  with  the  reft, 
but  was  other  wife    provided  for,,   as    we    have  already 
fliewn  P  (A). 

L\mE- 

^  Vid.  fup.  vol.  11.  p.  132,  &  feq.      «  Ant.  lib.  iii.  cap.  w. 
«  Num.  xxvi.  64,  65.  P  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  485,  & 

vol.  iii.  p.  82,  8c  feq.     Num.  xxxvi.  paff.  ad  ver.  62. 

(A)  When  this    order  was  brethren,  that  his  name  might 

publi(he4  there  came  live  of  not  be  lofl  in  Ifraei^  feeing  he 

the  daughters  of  Zehphehady  had  left  no  fons^  buc  was  dead 

of  the  tribe  of  Manajfehy  the  in  the  wildemefe';  not  for  any 

fon    of    Jofephy     to    petition  fcdition,  but  had  fliared  in  dic 

Mofes  and  Eleazar  for  an  in-  common    fate   with   the    reft. 

heritance  with  their  father's  Their  requeft  was    appro^td 

by 


I" 

* 


C  Vn.   from  their  Egyptian  Bondage^  Zee.  435 

Immediately  after  this,  God  commanded  Mc/eiMofcs 
to    afcend  mount  Nebo^  which  is  on&  of  the  mountains  command- 
tbat  make  that  long  ridge  which  is  called  Abarim  %  and  ^^  *»  '^^' 
to  take  a  view  of  the  promifed  land,  fince  his  rebellion  in  « *^'^*^  ^f 
the  defert  of  Zin  had  debarred  him  from  entering  into  it,  Canaan 
and  he  was  fhortly  to  die  in  that  very  mountain,  ffom-/^^*"^**^® 
whence  he  beheld  it.     Mofes  v^ras  nothing  furprifed  at  the 
news  of  his  approaching  death,  which  he  only  looked  upon 
M  an  haven  of  repofe^  after  a  life  of  the  greateft  trouble 
and  fatigue.     Neither  was  he  folicitous  to  have  his  com-^ 
miffion  tranfmitted  to  his  children,  or  in  the  leaft  difpleafed 
to  fee  bis  own  fervant  appointed  his  fucceflbr  before  them ; 
but,  finding  his  end  fo  near,  he  ma^e  it  his  chief  bufi-^ 
siefif  during  thofe  few  remaininjg  days,  to  fettle  things  in 
the  beft  order  he  could.    The  hrft  care  he  took,  was  to  Caufit 
have  J»fl)ua  confirmed  his  fucceflbr  in  the  moft  public  and  Jofhua  fa 
fo.lemn  manner,  to  prevent  any  oppofition  from  his  own  be  pro- 
family  after  his  death.     To  this  end  he  brought  him  forth  <'^»»'<'^ 
in  fight  of    all  Ifraelj   laid  his  hands  upon  him,    and,/«f^€^'*- 
having  prefented  him   to  Eleazar  the  high-prieit,    and 
given  him  all  neceflary  directions,  and,  in  particular,  that 
of  confulcing  God  upon  all  emergencies  by  the  urim  and 

^  De  his  vid.  fap.  vol.  ii.  p.  4$ 3* 

by  God,  and  readily  granted  niency  of  fuch  marriages,  {te- 

by  Mo/es,  who  allotted  them  ing  thofe  heirefTes  would  carry 

h   portion  in   their  kindred*8  their  inheritance    into   other 

inheritance  accordingly*  After  tribes,  which  might,  in  pro> 

which  God  was    pleafed    to  cefs  of  time,  caufe  a  great  deal 

make  a  law,  that,  for  the  fu-  of    confufion,   and    probably 

tore,  the  eflates  of  thofe  who  leflen  one  tribe,    and  enrich 

died  without  iflue  male,  (hould  another.     This    remonftrance 

be  inherited  by  their  daugh-  waslikewife  approved  by  Go d. 

ters ;    and,   i(  they    had   no  who    immediately     declared^ 

daughters,  that  then  it  (hoald  that  neither  thefe  daughters  of. 

go  to  the  next  of  the  male ;  Zeiophtbad,  nor  any  heireiTes 

and,  in  defed  of  that,  of  the  for  the  future^  (hould  marry 

female  line    (i).      But,  there  out  of  their  tribes,  nor  even 

being  ftill  fome  doubt  remain-  out  of  their  own  family.     At 

ing,  namely,  whether  the  lat-  for  the   other  females,   who 

ter  might  marry  out  of  their  had  no  inheritauce,  they  were 

.  tribe ;  that  of  Manaffeb  came  permitted  to  xaziry  into  what 

foon  after  to  Mofes^   and  re-  tribe  they  pleafed  (2). 
prefented  to  him  the  inconve* 

(s)  Num.  XXYil  X,  2,  ^fif.  (a)  Bid,  Xttri.  X,  si  fin. 

F  f  a  thumtnim^ 


43^ 
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thfimmim  (C),  he  can  fed  him  to  be  proclaimed  head  and 
general  of  all  Ifraei  \ 

As 
'  Numb,  xxvii.  paff. 


(C)  Of  the  fafhion  of  the 
urim  and  thummim,  we  have 
already  taken  notice^  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  high-prieft's  gar- 
ments, of  which  they  were 
an  appendage  (95).  In  the 
mean  time,  we  beg  leave  to 
obfcrve,  that  Jojhua  could  not 
be  that  prophet  like  Mofes^ 
whom  God  promifed  to  raife, 
and  commanded,  under  fevere 
penalties,  the  people  to  obey 
(96),  as  our  modem  fewus 
affirm.  Jojhua  was,  in  many 
particulars,  inferior,  not  only 
to  Mo/esy  but  like  wife  to  the 
generality  of  the  prophets, 
£nce  he  was  to  have  recourfe 
to    the    urtPi   and    tbummim 


words  i\!l)\»Jiv  and  ihi^^^Ms^ 
mauifeftatioH  and  trvth^  as 
having  thofe  two  diilinft  vir- 
tues ;  it  was  not  to  be  coofultcd 
by  ^private  perfons,  but  only 
by  'the  judges,  whilH  Ifrad 
was  governed  by  them,  and 
afterwards  by  the  kings,  or 
fuch  ^s  were  fent  by  them ; 
or,  according  to  the  ^atmui- 
ip,  by  the  pn  no  asi  d- 
btth'diny  or  the  head  of  the 
fanheirtn  (98},  and  even  by 
the  general  in  tinie  of  war,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  Jo/hiia  (99). 
Spencer  indeed  thinks,  that  the 
head  of  the  nation  .aJone,  and 
he  in  his  own  perjfon,  .was  4- 
lowed    to    Gon(ult    the    urin 


upon  all  emergencies  ;  whereas  ( t'oo)  i  but,  the  contrary  ieems 

the  former  fpoke  to  God  face  more  probable  from  Daw/i 

to  face,  and   the  latter  were  .coofuhing  the  Loild  by  Ahi^^ 

always  ready    to  declare  the  ./^or,    before    he  was  fettled 

mind   of  God   to  thofe  that  npon  the  throne  (i).  Howevei 


tliat  be,  this  ordinance  of  con- 
fulting  by  urim,^  &c.  was  not 
performed  without  great  cere- 
mony.  TJske  bigli*prieil  alone 
was  the  perfpn  to  apply  to; 
he  vi^-i  tg  be  d^cifed.  id  Lii 
hear  and  obey  him,  who  was  ^jpntifical-.tpobe^  ,P*ft'*4^^ty 
himfelf  to  receive  his  orders  Jbis  bre^ft-pls^tq^^^dtQ^  ifi^ 
from  the  high-priclt  ?  As  f4r    , the  ho|y  place,. th^ugh^r*ptyiio 

this  divine  oracle  of  Jir^V/?  aod     the  )iqly  ,pf.  hipUcjL.    towards 

I'll  •'  *•• 


came  to  confult  them.  How 
could  he  thertfore  be  the  head 
prophet  and  director  of  fuch  a 
numerous  nap  ion,  who  wanted 
a  diredor  himfelf?  Or  how 
could  the  people  be  charged  to 


th4tmmimy  which,  in  the  origi- 
nal, fignifies  light  and  fer- 
f€cilo7i  ;  and  tlie  Sepfiuigint 
and  Pbilo  (97)  render  by  the 


yf\i\c\).  he  was  only  to  tarn  his 
hcifiy  wh<(n  he  inquired  of  the 
Lord.  .  Agaip^  ^  ly^isonlyto 
be  confulted  upon  matters  of 


(95)  See  before,  p.  76,  ^  fe^,  (96)  iJflrti^vfii.  15.  wd,Joh.'u  45' 

^Ri  iii.  22,  vii.  37.  (97;  ht  vit.  Mf.  &  lUK.dt  ^apmnbia,  c^i. 

(98)  Talm.    traR.   in  ^^r^y^  joma,  ca/t.  jr.    &  iiS-^,yid>  Fag.  in  Exoi. 
xxviii.  Mcfcs  f<J  Aaron y  lib.  iv.  caf>.  7.  §.  "8.  wd.  &yiui,  i,  1,  (99)  Be 

le^ib.  ritual.  Hebr.  lib.  iii.  differt.  7.  c.  I.  8.  &  alib,  (lOo)  Fid. 

Meyer  de  fift.  diib,  Hcbr.  cap.  4.  §.  49.  (^51.  ( j)  j  Sam,  xxiii.  4- 

XXX.  7,  8. 

3  tlie 


G.  VII.    Jrm  i&eir-^%XPP^'^  BcndegSj  &c. 

A  s  tbcr^  elapred  fomewnat  above  a  month  between 

JlfoJis*s  receiving  the  hews' of  his  death,  and  the  day  in 

which 


thcgreateft  moment,  fuch  as  red]  ;  or,  laftly,  whether Gon 

-  ctmcerifed  the  plj1)Iic  good,  &nii  acfwered  the  high-prieft  o'li'jt 

■pon'  any  fodden  and  uHex-  "VBce,  by  an  articulate  voice, 

i  fifled  eihergency,  as  the  7(wr  from  the  tnefcy-feat,    where 

1  pToit  from  thofe  places  of  Scri-  the  cherubim  covered  the  arlt 

a  jMnre,  where  fucli  connfd  was '  cf  the  teftimony,  called  thcre- 

i  aflced  (2).     Lallly, '  things  TC-  fore    the    oracle    {8);     from 

y.  Uting  to  ^th  orpra&ice  were  whence  God  promired,thathe 

]  not  to  be  inqniredby  the  arm,:  would  meetiinil  commune  with 

:  beoaiife  t^ey  had  the  old  pi;e'  Mii/et,  or,  is  the  original  hat 

1  ccpt  qaqted  by  1/aiah  (j),  la  it,  injirua  and  talk -ujiih  him  i 

•'.  t^bg  Imowid  tBthi  tifiiiBa»y.  which  notion  is  embraced  &y 

(i        But  htjw  thia  divine  oracle  the  majority  of  ChriAian;,  u 

1  gave  its  aTifwer,  whethi^T  by  being 'inde^tHemdS|proVbI^j 

t,  the  unifual  liiftre  of 'the  ttonea  and  cohfSiia'nt  tblonie  fnftafites 

^i  in  the  brtafi-ptate,  when  the  in  theteA' rtlatiiig  to  Ai^&ili 

^  infwer'wasftVOurable  )    and  ter,  efpeciaily  to  tHat'wIftlfc 

^  by  their  dimnefa  in  the  contrary  the  children    of    I/rael   are 

^  cafe,  ai  ^V/^iji!}  ^4.)i  and  others  'blamed  forlnaHng  a  peiice  with 

^  after hiln, 'have imagined';  'ot^  the  (iiieaallit,' Vtnhoat  con- 

Jj  ssotUen  tfiiiik,  byvirtuepf  tji(  Wting  rrfvV^.'B  thitncuihe^ 

-,  &me  T'yay'    written    or  ;)i-  /£cLord(9];  rjl  thcfeopinions, 

■'  ^fven  in  prji^tween  the  doi)-  yi^e  lay,  are  liable  to  many  obje- 

'^  fale  breafi-piate  (;];  or,  3dly,  di'oas,whichwefhaUnottrouble 

' .  by  the' prominency  of  ihelet*  our  readers  with;  but  conclude 

•  cers  ep2T^ved  upon  thetwelve  with  thefayicg  of  a'H'iteymu- 

.  ^nes  of  it,  which  the   high-  ^ x^^i  {i<i\,  t^at  bt is  enlht 

*■  prieft,     being     then    infpired,  fi/fji  Jide,  "wlio  reuntilf  e^-nt 

*  knew  how' to  range   fo,  as   to  i>is  igmraacein  thii  paiM. 

^  jiye   a   tfue  nnfiver  ;    which  Ho*  \o^i'  fkfi  >»'<"'    and 

U  opinion  is  alpiqlj  univeE^Jilly  XS-  t^ummim  wnVflHeJ,  js  not  dif- 

«  ceiyed  ^7  'lie  7^i^  rajibiw  fis;i^C  ,to  4et!J'4e  :  jjie  ji^i  ip. 

(fij  (ai  for  infiance,  they  fay,  general  agree,  th^t  it  i-ifted  np 

fi  (|iati    whep    David  impaired  ^nger  than   .the    tabernacle. 

A  ]lh^,er  he  ^(hp.uld  go  up  iiitg  jt  \%  a  n^xiai  with  them,  that 

J*  (ai|t(f-^eiyypsQ/7Hj4ji,arj^  JSondcIivered  iisoracles,  du- 

1^  i-OBD  iinf>i.;er«J  .~7J7y  gp  ring  thc.lar.jiiiigof  it,  by  i^riiif 

.  fi?' t?)i  ^9^%f-l'"^^^  Jctters  J:*-  2Ji4thummiB!i:\>y,   t)ie  mouth 

'  pipie    pto£(ui^    above   .ti^jC  qf,lpspr()pbetB,durIng,the£rft 

(^)  ^M"'; -g;^.'-  £«.  C<rf^  ..p.  &.»f.  bi^.  urimgrh,,n        (3)  C*. 

Tar/io>''JT9:'fl«;ifoiia.fc/(iamSii(3/,v:io.        tif-i^jir,  w.m-f.  7. 

(e)  Jbi.Sa/™.  fl^.iJ.'Jf,'»«**P*rf.OTX£AJ.xivi»^!."--    fS]  rW. 
^oiar.  in  fijrorf.   rJ(  lih.  Ulbli>  Jpbrt.  R.  ■««*«<  i«  !>"'■  ^W¥-  Mamsjfc 

«''*•■  ■    {9)>>.i«.It-     Sof.-v-i.  (10)  ^■'*i'-"'""'- 

F  f  3j  templej. 
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which  he  expired,  he  fpent  the  beft  part  of  that  time  in 

making  fome  further  regulations.    Amongft  other  things^ 

he  had  the  plcafure  to  fee  the  twelve  thoufand  men,  whom 

he  had  chofen,  that  is,  a  thoufand  out  of  every  tribe, 

return  from  the  total  overthrow  of  the  Jifidianitesy  wc 

mentioned  a  little  before,  louden  with  the  richeft  fpoil, 

and  to  order  the  diftribution  of  it  i  one  half  of  whidi  he 

allotted  to  the  conquerors,  and  the  other  to  thofe  who  had 

not  gone  to  the  war,  referving,  as  we  faid  before,  one 

fiftieth  part  of  each  for  the  priefis  and  Levites  ;   which 

diftribution  feems  to  have  pafied  afterwards  into  a  law*. 

What  added  ftill  more  to  his  joy,  was,  that  the  diief 

captains,  upon  a  fknSt  inquiry,  had  n6t  found  one  man 

miffing  of  all  that  went  upon  this  expedition  ;  and  ex- 

preffed  fuch  thankfulncfs  for  itj  that  they  prefented  to 

fart  of     the  Lord  an  offering  of  the  gold  rings,  bracelets,  and 

the  Midi-ornan)ents,  which  they  had  taken,  amounting  to  the  weight 

^"*fj^       of  fixteen  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  flickels  j  all 

-^"'^'''"  which  was  depofited  by  Eleazar  in  the  tabernacle,  as  a 

•  Vid.  Num,  xxAf  3O9  &  ftqq.    z  Maccab,  viii.  2S* 

temple  i  and  by  the  Baib-eol^  All  that  can  be  objededagainfl 

from  the  Babylonijh  captivity  it,  is,  that  Mo/es,   in  hieffiog 

tothedefirudlicnof  thefecond.  the  tribe  ofzi^/,  prays,  that 

Spencer y  who  has  efpoufed  their  the  urim  and  thummim  may  con- 

opin  on,   has  backed  it  with  tinue  with   God^s   holy   one 

feveral  arguments   de  congruo  (12) ;    but    this  does  not  im- 

(10)  J  but  what  weighs  more  ply,  that  it  fhould  do  fo  whilll 

with  us  than  all  his  reafoning,  Len>i  continued   a    tribe.    As 

is,  that  we  do  not  meet  with  i^xyiYaxJofepbus  fays,  that  the 

one  fmgle  inftancc  of  the  urim  (tones  of  the  urim  had  M  their 

beingconfuIted,from  the  build-  luftre  but  about  two  hundred 

ing  of  Solomon'*^   temple;  on  years  before  he   wrote  (13) ; 

the  contrary,   we  read,  that,  that  is,  about  1 1 2  years  before 

when  Hilkiah  the  high-prieft  Christ  j    we    think    it   not 

found  the  book  of  the  law  in  worth  confuting,     fince  it  is 

Jojiah^s  reign,  and  that  good  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  it 

king  was  not  a  little  perplexed  oeafed  at  the  Babylmi/h  capti- 

at  the  terrible  threatenings  pro-  vity,  if  not  before;  and  that 

nounced  againft  the  tranfgrcf-  it  was  one  of  thofe  things  in 

fors  of  it,  he  fent  to  confult  the  which  the  fecond  temple  came 

prophetefs  Hu/Jabahoutit  (11);  ihort  of  the  firft  ( 1 4),  as  Ezra 

which  he  needed  not  to  have  and  Nebemiah  intimate  plainly 

(done,  had  the  «r/«r  ftill fubfifted.  enough  (15). 

( 10)  De  urim  &  tbum.  c,  2.  §  a.     (11)  a  Kings  xxii.  14,         (12;  Deuter, 
xxxiii.  8.         ( I  j)  yo/.uii  fupr.  ( 14;  rid.  Prideau^U  connsa.  port,  u 

lib.  iii.  (15)  Ezra  ii.  6j.    i^tbem.  vii,  65,  ^ 

wonu* 


evil,    from  their  EgypAsoiBondagey  See.  439 

-fnonument  of  their  gratitude  ^     It  is  likewife  fuppofed,  Year  of 
that  it  was  during  this  interval,  that  he  diflributcd  the  the  flood 
land  of  Sil^oH  and  Og  to  the  two  tribes  and  hah  ".  897, 

And  now,  as  the  Ifraelius  were  on  the  eve  of  entering  Bef.  Chr, 
into  the  promifed  land,  he  appointed   the  limits  of  the    H5'- 
Jgnd  which  they  were  to  conquer,  and  the  diftribution  of  ^^^^"^^^V' 
it  by.  lot  according  to  God's  command  ;  and  committed  ^^' J'J'^^ 
-the  whole  care  of  it  Co  Jo/hua,  and  Eleazar  the  high-prieft,  ^-^^^^  ^''''f 
^t  the  head  of  the  chiefs  of  every  tribe  ^.     Some  further  ^Z/^'^''"^- 
-direflions  were  alfo  given  concerning  the  forty -eight  cities, 
and  tlicir  fuburbs,  or  rather  diftri(2s,  which  were  to  be 
allotted  to  the  tribe  of  Levi  Y :  fix  of  thefe  were  to  be 
cities  of  refuge  for  the  manflayer  to  fly  to,   three  of  which 
were  to  be  on  the  one  fide,  and  three  on  the  other  of 
yordan  j  to  which  he  added  a  permiflion  to  appoint  three 
more,  whenever  the  enlargement  of  their  borders  fhould 
.make  it  neceffary  *.    We  have  given  an  account  of  them 
in  a  former  (£<5Uon. 

The  nearer  Mofes  drew  to  his  end,  the  more  felici- 
tous he  was  to  complete  his  arduous  tafk.  Accordingly, 
on  the  fifth  day  of  the  eleventh  month,  anfwering  to  our 
Saturday,  February  20.  of  the  fortieth  year  of  the  exod  «, 
'the  I/raelites  being  ftill  encamped  in  the  plain  of  Moab^ 
•he  a/lethbled  the  people  about  him,  and,  in  a  long  and 
pathetic  fpeech,  recapitulated  to  them  all  that  had  hap- Mofes V 

fened  fince  their  departure  out  oi  Egy^t  till  that  time  ^Jpeech  to 
le  adds  indeed   one  circumftance   not  taken  notice  off^^^  Ifracl- 
before,  namely,    his  earned  requeft  to  God,    that   he^^^** 
might  be  admitted  to  go  into  the  promifed  land^  and  his 
prayer  being  abfolutely  denied  ^^  (D). 

He 

<  Nam,  xxxi.  4.9,  &feq«  "  Usher,  ann.  fub  an. 

*  Deut.xi.  24,  &ieq.  y  Num.  xxxv.  pa(U        ^  Deut. 

^ix.  7—9.       *  Vid.  UsNSH.  aon.  ubi  fup.      *>  Deut.  i.  ii.  iii. 
&  iv.  ad  ver.  4.        ^  Ibid.  ch.  iii»  23*  &  feq. 

(D)  This  fpeech  was  foon  to  be  the  £rait  of  tbeir  obe^ 

followed  by  another  of  a  much  dience  or  difbbedieoce,  are  ex* 

greater  length  (16)  ;  in  which  preifedinthefirongeilandmoit 

more    pa^rticular    mention    is  lively  terms  ;  after  which,  he 

made  of  all  God's  mercies  and  reminded  them  of  the  conti^- 

judgment8,promi(e8  and  threat-  nual    murmurings   and  rebel- 

«nings ;  and  wherein  the  blefT-  lions  of  their  Others,  and  the 

inj«  apd  corfes,  which  were  (evere  judgments  that  £Dlio,vM* 

(16)  Z)ff«r.  frm  cb,  ir.  to  xxvii. 
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He  next  direded  fofhua  and  the  elders  to  ere£l  a  ca- 
pacious altar  upon  mount  Ebal^  of  unhewn  ftones  coveml 
over  with  plaftcr,  upon  which  they  fhould  write  a  fiiir 
tranlcript  of  all  thefe  laws,  copies  of  which  he  delivered 
to  the  LeviUi  to  keep  ^  ;  and  to  fet  up  the  bleffings  and 
Blejftngs    curfes  upon  mount  Ehal  and  Gerizimj  in   Ml  fight  of  all 
a/iii  curfes  Ifracl^  fix  tribes  of  which,  namely,  ReubeHy  Gad^  J^ber^ 
to  be  fet  up  Zebiilun^  Dan^  and  Napthtali^  fbould  fhnd  upon  the  fiv-r 
on  mount    nier,  and  thofe  of  Simeonj  Levi,  JuJahj  IJfaclsarj  y^fepk^ 
Ebal  and  and  Benjamin j  on  the  latter,  and  fhould  alternately  m- 
Gcrizim.  f^p^  Amen  to    all  the  bleiUngs  and  curfes,    when  dxy 
proclaimed  and  fet  them  up  there,  which  was  accordii^j 
done  in  Jojhuas  time  ',    as  we  ihall  fee  in  the  fequd. 
And  that  there  might  be  nothing  wanting  in  thefc  bis  lift 
inftru^lions,  he  prefcribed  a  kind  of  exhortation,  which 
was  to  be  fpoken  aloud  at  the  head  of  the  army,  fay  a 
prieft  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  whenever   th^  were 
going  to  engage  their  enemies,  in  order  to  infpiie  de 
people  with  an  unfbaken  tf ufl:  in  God,  and  aflimnce  of 
viAor}'.    He  ordered  likewife,  that  a  proclamation  ihouki 
be  made  at  the  fame  time  by  proper  officers,  to  permit 
not  only  all  that  had  left  a  new  wife,  houfe,  or  vinewud 
unenjoyed,  but  even  all  thofe,  whofe  fear  or  pnfilfani'mity 
might  difcourage  the  reft)  to  return  home  ;  and  laftly,  how 
they  fhould  behave  themfelves  towards  thofe  cidcs  that 
accepted  of  their  profered  peace,   and  to    thoie    which 
rtjedled  it  ^. 

^  Deut.  xxvii.  5,  &  fcq.  xxxi.  9.  ^  Jofh.  viii.  35,&ieq. 

^  Deut.  XX.  per  tot. 

cd  them.     Thofe   he    inter-  ing  goodnefs  that  had  (o  gra- 

iperfed  with  a  fiunmary  of  all  ciouSy  choientiiem  hcforeany 

the  laws  which  the  divine  pro-  other  nation  of  the  worlds  not 

vidence  had  calculated  for  their  for  any  merit   of  theirs   but 

welfare,  in  which  thofe  of  the  that  he  might  di/play  his  al- 

decalogue  are  repeated  almoft  mighty  power   in     favour  of 

word    for   word  ;    which  he  them»  in  order  to  be   gIori£cd 

concludes  with  a  mod  elegant  by  them  and  future  ages,  ts 

defcription  of  the  folemn  and  well  for  the  great  mercies  he 

dreadful  manner  in  which  they  had  ihewed  to  them,  as  for  the 

were  delivered    from  mount  heavy  puniihments  he  had  in- 

Sinai.     He   clofes  the  whole  flifted  upon  the  neighbouring 

with  a  moft  pathetic  cxhorta-  natioos  for  their    wickcdnds 

tion  to  obedience,  and  a  fub-  and  idolatry  (17}. 


Qiiilive  reliance  on  that  amaz- 
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:         He  foon  after  aflfembled  the  whole  nation,  men,  vror  The  old 

:  men,  and  children,  in  order  to  make  them  renew  xh^conjenant 

r  .covenant  which  tlieir  fatliers  had  made  with  God  ix^  ratified  hy 

\  ji$nb ;  and  as  he  enforced  the  obfervance  ot*  it  by  thp  *^^  tx-holt 

I  inoft  engaging  motjves,  fo  did  he  at  the  fame  time  en-^^^^^"- 

";  jdeavour  to  deter  them  fponi  the  breach  of  it  by  fuch  threat- 

i  .efriogs,  as  proved:  no  lefs  than  prophetical  of  thofe  mife- 

g  liable  flaveries  which  they  underwent  afterwards  for  their 

3  idifebedience  ^,  not  only  during  the  time  of  the  judges, 

J  Mod  the  Babyhnijh  captivity,  but  much  more  fince  their 
"^^^ion  of  the  Miffiab  (G).     Mofis  having  caufed  this 


,1 
II 
r 


If 


1  Deut!  xxix.  pafi*. 

j;        (G)  There  w^s  one  remark-  rloas  notions  tbey  had  imbibed 

^  ^le    thing  in  t^it  prophetic  of  him,   and  his  religion  £> 

^{    watningy  which  ought  not  to  pur&  and  fpiritoal^  that  their 

^;   )be  pafTed    by;     which  was,  prejudices  made    them  ea£ly 

.^t,  under  whaC^yer^Rtivity  overlook  all  the  vilible  proofs 

^d  di4>erflQ0  ^^  happen^  he  gav^  of  his  divine  mifHon : 

to  groan,  ifthf y  applied  the^i-  and,  after  tbey  had  once  con- 

ielyes  {q  pgp  \jg  pnyf^  And  den^ned  hixfi^    they   had  too 
°    ^  humble  acKnowiegeinent'of   great  an  opinion  of  their  own 

V    their  iins,  they  (houJd  ili|l  be  fagadtyanduprightnefsyevertio 

}    peliyered  ifrom  it.     This  was  feel,  or  at  Icaft  own,  the  inju- 

*    exaiftly  verified  i)y  the  event;  fUce  of  the  deed.     We  may 

I    for  they  ho  foduer  tfirtted  to  add,    th^t  their  poflerity    has 

i    "Oop,  but  he  either  fent  them  followed  their  fteps  ;  and  has 

a  delivenor ibom  dfter,  as  in  the  been  fo  &r  from  fuppofing,  that 

-time  of  the  judges,  or  fome  the /anbedrin  could  have  been 

prophets -to  oomrort  them  dn-  guiky  of  £>  fatal  a  mifhJce,  and 

ring  t^eir  eaptivity,  and  to  £x  fo  horrid  a  crime,  as  the  re- 

4he  dme«f  its  dunation  ;  asin  je^ng    and     muniering    the 

fbatiof-fitf^ioK.     This  Q^eds  Messiah,  that  (h^  .are  fli^l 

notbe  wondered  at;  the  crimes  fully   peifuaded,     that    court 

JjpK  liriiidi   thiqr  jfofllrad    in  woukl  have  been  the  very^rfi: 

thefe,    idolatry,  murders,  ra-  that  wpuld  ha^^  .*'^^i&^9W\?gJ^ 

pine,  extortion,  and  the  Ijke,  him.     This  is  the  fource  of 

^Mrerc  «f  JDo^lwing  a  ««!arc,  .rt«r  Wbejief ,-  ^p^^in^i^ey 

«Qt  te  sfbrce.  (tbt  ^eepet  r^-  have  gather  glfcji^  ^    th^c 

niorfe    and   adinowkgffmn^p  d(^,  th^\^lfW'^tec.^.i^Rd 

««rhoDever    thay  '.Imar^ted  .  for  repented  of  ir,  we  need  ie^^ 

-cbcpi.    ItAwaft6iVpthj(i^(e  in  m  fJiLstherfor  t^(?  «c^fe  w^y 

their  laft  iio,  the.r^ft^iQn  of  their  qiptiyify  aud  4UpP'*A^n 

the  Messiah  ;  his  mea(i  birth  has  proved   fb  fevcrcy    pf  jfo 

■aniliappearane^,  ;kk  /lifflrings  long  doratipn,  and  ^thout  the 

and  death,   and  jnany  .other  je^com^rtable  proph^y,  qr 

difadvantagftoUs.circu^nAAnceJi,  ^ven  profpefl,  of^  Gop's  pu^- 

lyere  fo  oppofite  to  thoie  glo-  ting  an  end  to  it. 

covenant 
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covenant  to  be  ratified  by  the  whole  aflembly?  no  doubt 
with  a  fui table  folemnicy,  he  commanded  the  LtviUs  to 
depofit  a  copy  of  it,  which  he  delivered  to  them  in  the 
ark,  and  concluded  with  calling  heaven  and  earth  to  wit- 
nefs  for  the  truth  of  what  they  had  heard  from  bim,  for 
the  reafonablenefs  of  thofe  laws  which  God  had  givcB 
them,  and  for  the  certainty  of  tfaofe  bleffings  or  airfei 
which  would  infallibly  follow  the  keeping  or  die  brcKh 
MofesV  of  them  "».  However,  in  order  to  fix  tbefe.  impoitant 
finj^.  truths  more  flrongly  in  their  minds,  he  compofed  a  piaim 
or  canticle,  in  which  they  are  expreiled  in  the  molt  efe- 
gant  and  lively  language ;  and,  having  caufed  it  to  be  read 
before  all  the  people,- he  delivered  it  to  yo/hua^  to  be  here- 
after learned  by  heart  by  them  and  their  pofterity.  Tbe 
preface  of  this  inimitable  piece  of  antient  poetry,  as  far  as 
our  language  can  come  up  to  the  beauty  of  the  original*, 
the  reader  may  fee  in  the  following  note  (Hj. 

The  ledlure  of  it  being  ended,  Afc/es  delivered  a  du- 
plicate of  the  hws  to  be  preferved  in  the  ark,  wftb  aa 
order,  that  this  latter  ffaould  be  publicly  read  before  tbe 
whole  afTembly  at  the  feafl  of  the  tabernacles  eveiy  fib- 
batic  or  feventh  year  o. 

And  now  his  tafk  being  at  an  end,  and  Gonbar^ 
commanded  him  to  go'  up  to  mount  Nebo^  aind  to  re£g^ 
his  foul  there,  as  fpon  as  he  had  taken  a  view  of  the  pro- 
mi  fed  land  ;  he  had  nothing  left  to  do,  but  to  gather  (be 
tribes  about  him,  and  to  pronounce  his  prophetic  blelEng 
upon  them.     I'he  text  tells  us,  that  he  was  an  bunuicJ 
Bis  lafl     *"^  twenty  years  old,  and  that  neither  his  fight  nor  his 
hlefflnito  ^^^^^^  ftrength  were  in  the  leafl:  impaired  ;  and  we  may 
thetiMehe^"^^-*  ^^^^'  ^^  ^"®  ^^y  J"^g^  ^^  ^^^^  o^  1^«  mind  by  tk 
trihes.      %'c  ^f  ^^*s  '^'s  '^^  fpeech,  and  by  the  beauty  and  energy 

«  Deut.  XXX.  &  xxxi.  n  Jbid.  xxxii.  »4ver.4y 

•  Ibid.  xxxi.  lo,  &feq. 

(H)  Attend^    ye    heavens^  And,    njohtlft  /  itMh  tit 

nxjhiift  I  fpeak  i    gin>t  ear,  O  name  Jerovah,    refiaMd  tk 

earthy    to  the   txjords    of  my  greatnefs  of  our  God. 

mouth.  His  tuorJks,  even  tht  votrhi 

Let  my  doSirine  defcend  like  of  this  ourjirong  roeky  are  yr* 

drops  of  rain,   and  my  fpeech  feSt ;    and    all   his   octfTJ  vi 

dijiil  as  the  de^^v,  equity. 

Let  them  fall  as   a  gentle  He  is  a  fmithfrnlGoDi'ic::'^ 

Jhonver  upon   the  tender  herb,  out  deceit  \  for  he  is  jvjt  ^ 

eind  as  the  rain  that  falls  upon  righteous.     And  fo  oa. 
/^/  grafj  : 


CL  VII.    frtm  their  Egyptian  Bondage^  &c. ,  44 J 

of  the  expreffions,  it  feems  to  have  received  an  addition 
at  the  fight  of  hts  departure,  and  of  his  people's  approach- 
ing happinefe.  The  preface  and  conclufion  of  it  ar^ 
couched  in  as  ftrong  and  elegant  terms,  as  the  moft  di- 
viiie  enthufiafip  couid  infpire  a  prophet  with.  However^ 
M  we  have  lately  toudiod  upon  it,  and  {hewed  how  it 
agreed  with  that  of  Jacob ^  we  (ball  not  dwell  any  longer 
upon  it  at  prefent  (H). 

The  Jewijh  lawgiver  had  no  fooner  ended  this  pro- Mo(esj^0#/ 
phetic  fpeech,  than  he  went  up  in  the  fight  of  all  Ifrael^  t9 
to  mount  Neho^  from  the  fummitof  which  he  beheld  all  «»*»«' Nt- 
the  land  which  God  had  promifed  to  AbrahanCs  poftcrity.  ^« 
^^ofephus  adds  *,    that    he  was  accompanied  by  Jojhua^ 
'hazafy  and  the  feventy,  to  the  mount ;  and  that,  whilft 

«  Ant.  lib.  iv.  c.  8. 


{H)  Only  here  k  will  not 
be  asnifs  to  obferve,  that 
our  Englijh  veriion  was  oer* 
cainly  right  to  in^rt  the  word 
not  in  the  latter  part  of  the  6ch 
iirerfe  of  tibis  chapter  (i8}, 
l^et  Reuben  live  and  not  die^ 
0nd  let  not  his  men  he  fe'w  i 
which  is  certainly  the  true  fenie 
jaccordmg  to  the  genius  of  the 
original^  which  often  omits 
that  negative  in  the  fecond  her 
piiflicy  though  any  modem 
verfion,  that  did  not  fupply  it, 
woiiid  make  it  (peak  contrary 
to  its  plain  meaning  {19].  This 
is  the  very  error  into  which  the 
Siptuagint  and  Vulgate  have 
fallen^  in  order  to  render  the 
latter  part  of  the  verfe  appli- 
cable to  the  tribe  of  Simeon^  of 
which  Mo/es  had  made  no 
mention  throughout  this  pro- 
phecy ;  but  herein  it  is  plain 
they  miilook  the  fenfe  of  the 
text,  not  only  from  what  we 
Jiave  juft  now  hinted,  but  alfo 


becaufe  being  fe*w  in  number 
would  have  been  a  curfe  ra- 
ther than  a  bleffing,  and  was 
more  particularly  efteemed  fuch 
by  the  Ifraelites  ;  in.  which 
cafe  that  tribe  alone  would 
have  been  curfed,  whereas  they 
are  alLfaid  to  be  blefled  in  the 
very  firft  verfe ;  befides,  it  is 
certain,  that  Simeon  had  his 
blefling,  fince  he  had  an  inhe- 
ritance allotted  to  him,  as  well 
as  the  reft  (20).  We  need 
not  therefore  look  for  any 
other  myilery,  or  reafon  for 
this  omifllon  of  Mo/es,  tbaa 
that  this  tribe  was  wholly  in- 
termixed with  that  of  Judah, 
according  to  their  £ither*s  pro-r 
phecy  (21),  and  confequently 
(hared  in  all  its'  bleflings,  thofe 
only  excepted  which  Jacob  had 
confined  to  the  latter;  and 
hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  thefe 
two  tribes  generally  went  hand 
in  hand  in  all  their  expedition^ 


(iS)  Deut.  xxxHi.  (19)  C»mfart  Pf,  vi.  i.  andxxxv'm,  x.    Sit^^f" 

Pf.  iz.  iS.  at  tbey  art  in  eur  Bibles,  ..«--.  -. 


[iS)  Deut.  xxxHi. 
iz.  \%,  at  tbey  are  in  eur  Bibles,  '  '(20)  J^Jb,  xix.  I. 

**'*f  Z*^-  ^^5'1  ^'"'  ''•J^'  7.  yidjup.  f.  ^iC,  317,  (F). 

3>  ^/'f'    y*a,Jun,inDeut,X7u!iii,6^ 


X    Cbron,  iv. 
(21)  yud,  u 

the 
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the  two  laft  were  taking  their  forrowful  farcwel  of  him, 

a  cloud  conveyed  him  au'ay  into  a  certain  valley  ;  but  the 

text  fccms  rather  to  intimate,  tliat  he  went  up  alone.    Be 

that  as  it  will,  the  author  of  this  iaft  c*hapter,  whoever 

pis death^\x{^  wab,  aflurcs  us  that  he  died  immediately  after,  anci 

burial, and (\y2X  {he  LoRD  convcved  him  into  a  valley  in  the  land  of 

cbaraacr.  Mcahy    ovcr-againft    Bcth-pepr^    and   there    buried    bim 

in  fo  private  a  place,  that  his  fepulcre-  was  not  known  at 

the  time  of  hi^  writing  u  ;  to  which  we  may  add,  that  it 

.never  was  difcovered  iince  ^.     Several  infpired  penmen, 

and  apocryphal  writers,  have  fince  given  us  the  charadec 

of  this  truly  great  lawgiver,  befides   the  above-mentioiied 

Jofephus  i  but  none  has  exprelTed  it. in  fewer  and  fironger 

terms  than  the  author  of  thefe  additions,  in  the  diree 

lail  verfes  of  this  chapter  (I).     His  death  happened  on  the 

firft 

.  «  Deut.  xxxiv.  6.  **  Vid.  Horn.  bift.  ccddiaft.  Basxac 
contiiioat.  Jofeph.  tom.  iv.  lib.  vi.  c.  17.  art.  13.  Barto; 
\oc.  bibliot.  rabbin,  torn.  iii.  p.  978,  ^  ieq.  Calm.  £fet. 
pn  the  death  and  burial  of  Mofea^  at  the  head  of  Bis  cfib 
^Doniq.  &:  al. 


(I)  Nothing  is  plainer  from 
the'  text,  than  that  Mo/es  did 
really  die,  and  wn.s  buried  ; 
and  Jofephus  tells  us  (29),  ac- 
cording to  our  copies  of  him, 
that  the  Scripture  affirms  him 
to  be  dead  ;  lell  people  fhould 
think,  becaufe  of  the  excellen- 
cy of  his  perfon,  that  he  was 
l^ill  alive,  and  with  God  ; 
hotwithftanding  which,  tJie 
fuperftitious  Je-ws  have  fallen 
into  various  notions  about  ft  ; 
fome  abfolutely  denying  his 
death ;  and  others,  without 
taking  notice  of  that  circum- 
Jflance,  affirming  lum  to  have 
been  tranilated  into  heave t^ 
■(  30) .  Thofe  of  the  Chriftians, 
who  have  embraced  this  wild 
notion,  ground  \t  on  his  ap- 
pearing with  Elias  at  the  tranf- 


figuration  upon  mount  fdJf 
(30,  and  upon  that  cooia 
which  Micha$t^^  thfi'^fafl 
had  about  his'^bgdy,  wij^'wt 
find  mentionea  j>v  Si.  Tiidt 
(32^;  though  the  W  proba- 
ble inference  thit  cafllcmade 
from  fuch  a  diTputtf,  if,  that 
the  devil  wanted  to  bring  iVV 
feC^  body  to  ligfct,  that  If 
might  thereby  enfoaic  the  peo- 
ple to  idolatry,  or  rather  U 
Kei'if.ttVQKdL'T^dLy  the '  ^-orlhip 
of  relics,  which  therefore  JIA' 
chael  oppofed  with  a  zeal  wor- 
thy of  an  aJtliangel  \Si, 
However,  "  thu  '  circumfjiicc 
feems,  in  all  proba{jiJity,  to 
be  quoted  hy  the  apoflle  frca 
an  apocryf>hal  bppk,  mritBlei, 

of  the  alTumption  of  Men'' 


(29)  j^nt.  he.  citat.  (30^  yid.  MairKon,  trcum.  ad  fa/w/. 

(^1)  Mat,  xvii.  i,  C^  fcj.  (32)  JuJ.  ver',  9.  '^«</.  Fairit,  a^:ir. IV 

^y^'  (33)  ^^'  ^""'  ^^'  fit**  ©*  ^u^f*  3^  «  citato 

feme 


*  -  «  ■ 

il  aiid  bbdy,  yet^lehy  his 

H   ccli/imbh  de^th,  'be- 

he  is  faid  tx>  have'  died 

^Q:'!?y,    that  is,    as  we 

y  tranflate  ir,  according 


\\.   fromJbetfE^'pAmSdndagei  &c. 

day  (according  to  yofepbus  and  afdibifliop  UJher*^^'. 
1  the  feventfa,  atcbrding  to  the  geheiatity  of  the. 

latter 
X  Ant.  &  ann.  nbi  fupr. 

hing  like  whijph  we  find  nny  certainty,  fuch  as  the  book 
ne  7^^  writings  (34).  of  Job t  of  which  we  have  al-* 
'  rabhie^,  though  the v  ready  Ipoken  in  another  place 
e,that  he  was  fo  nif  deaa,  (37),  eleven  pfalms,  i;/«.  xc^ 
Lt  there  was  a  fcparatjon.    xci^  xcii..  and  fo  on  to  the  c^*. 

Origin  believes  him   to  have 
tranflated   the   book  of  JoB 
from  the  Syriac  *into  Hehreto 
(38)  ;  though  he  is  fcarce  fbl*. 
lowed  by  either  Jrw  or  Chri^ 
ijuord  of  the  Lord  ;  but,    ftian.      A    few  fragments   of 
diog  to  their  literal  Tenfe    other  book^  are  likewiie  qtfo- 
upon  the  mouth  of  the    ted  by  fome  of  the  antients,  aa 

written  by  him  :  fuch  as,  i. 
l}is;apo(2ifypie, '  out  of'whid^ 
S^.  Paul  is  by  them  fuppofed 
tc  have  taken  thofe  words  (if))p 
bed  it  out  inakifs,  which  fir  in  Christ  Jesus^  Mcithtr, 
ORp  was.pleafed  to.  give  ^ircwifcifionanfaiieth  any  tbingi 
(35).  &c.  ;  2.  bis  leffer  Genejis  ;i3. 

^to  his^  writihgs,  be/ides  )iis^  afcenfion.;  4.  afTumption, 
\entateMcbf  W^^Kh  is:uiu-  mentioned  a  little  above;  5;. 
lly  received  hf -jews  .and  his:(e(biAent ;  and  fome  other 
^;)i|riV..a«jr>ehned  by  him,  mylleriousjiooks  (40). 
^.e;ifl^pt3f«^n>9nd^^r-  Spfne  r^bbies  attribute- to 
.dimp^.  the  form«r^Lan<J  him  Jikipwjfe.a  treatife,  intitur 
^jdw^rtis  iunoDg  Ae  -fatr  Jod^  OVP  r»»^3  beer  Mojheh^ai 
ifijitir^v^ed:}3iriQcip!^  no?n'n6i:3  beer'cSoknkah^xii^, 
p^fmit'<||9  tb  catL  .thl^  fokntaimf  nvifilof^  (41).  Ab 
[U4^9»  who  denied  hiai  to  for  the  lefier  Gtnffis^  .St.  Je- 
le  afithor.of  it,  an4  have  ronty  who  quotes  ^  paflage  out 
l^^rD^ly  conj^ted  bs^l^t^  !of  it,  tells  us,  tfiat  they  had  it 
ajEUihQrhbjHidestWtUld*  j«  Htbrenv  in 'his  time  (42). 
^  Qommonly  .caUed..|:bs  iThs  Sitbites,  anantientfeQof 
looks  o£Jlf^/,t^ehi^  have  k^etiesib  quoted  Iikewife'twf> 
(bme  othtr  works  attri-  of  ^h?  fifore-mentiond  b^ks, 
1  tK^him,  though  wkhoi^    ffamefy,,his  tefiamenC;  and  his 


4^& 


from  which  they  af- 
th^l Mofes,  h^vjifcg.beg- 
£  Goo  not  to..dpliyer  up 
ul  to  the  angel  pf  dj^tb. 


v;  O.Mn,  P*.    ■     (40)  SvneelL  eM  ptnrv. 


^^,,  '^46y SyneelL  eMfarv, 

Clem.  Akxottd,  ex  Eupoim^fbmmk  AyftJk  if  dais  Hifpal.  lib.  i.  On^.  r» 
tdren.  GlycMi.  Bartoloc.  ©*  yblf  bibl.  rabbinid  &  au£i»  ibi  citat,  vU. 
Fakrie,  /U.apoe.  K  T.  (41)   R,  Sbabtai  Strim.  tfid.  &  ff^olf,  bib, 

n-  Nuwh.iyXx^        ■  (4*y  K^.  rz-j.  adFabitd.  Man/.  18. ST  34*  ^^d. 
.  bijf,  y,  Teji,  f,  up,jnnult. 


;t46 


The  Hiflofy  tff  the  JcW§  t.l 

latter  Jeios)  r  of  the  twelfth  month,  which  b  called 
Mar  J  and  in  the  hundredth  and  twentieth  of  his  age } 
the  laft  forty  of  which  (the  laft  month  excepted)  he  had 
fpent  in  the  government  of  the  Ifraelius.  The  pcopk 
mourned  for  him  one  whole  month,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  nation  for  the  death  of  any  eminent  per- 
fbn'i  after  which  Jojhua  entered  into  his  office,  andyfixm 
after  that,  into  the  land  of  Canaan^  as  fhall  be  ftewnia 
-the  next  feftion  (K). 

Before  we  difmils  this  fe£iion,  it  wiH  be  expefied, 
no  doubt,  that  we  fbould  give  fome  account  of  the  order 
and  manner  of  encamping  and  marching  ufed  by  die 
Jfraelites  in  the  wildernefs,  becaufe  it  is  not  only  mom^ 
but  ufeful,  in  order  to  underftand  feveral  places  of  hotf 

T  Vid.  Sedar  holam  rab.  cap.  lo.  Maimon^  pnsfiit.  id^mt 
naioth,  &c. 


myfterious  books  or  difcouries ; 
but  all  thefe  were  fb  hx  from 
bearing  any  authority  in  the 
churchy  that  they  fellinto  con- 
tempt and  oblivion,  as  fiift  as 
Chriftianity  prevailed. 

(K)  In  the  mean  time  it 
will  be  proper  to  obferve  here, 
that  the  ceremony  of  circum- 
cifion  was  dKcontinued  during 
the  whole  time  of  their  abode 
in  the  wildernefs  (41)  ;  for 
which  no  proper  reafon  can  be 
well  alBgnedy  unlefs  it  be  either 
becaufe  their  frequent  moving 
from  place  to  place  would  have 
made  it  dangerous  for  thofe 
children  who  Were  circumcifed 
before  a  march  ;  or  that,  the 
dedgn  of  circumcifion  being  to 
keep  the  people  from  intermin- 
gling with  other  nations,  it  be- 
came lefs  neceffary  in  the  wil- 
dernefs, where  they  were  in 
lefs  danger  of  fuch  a  mixture 
(42).  But  neither  of  thefe 
reaibnsis  fatisfa£lory ;   for,  as 


to  the  firll,  bttfides  tlhat  dvir 
marches  happened  but  ViAm 
daring  the  >lail  thirty-dgbt 
years,  as  we  lately  obfcnd,  ii 
would  have  been  more  Ut  tt 
have  difpenied  with  tbi  m^ 
and,  i&fiead  of  the  eiglttkda/, 
to  have  performed  it  oa  tk 
next  encampment,  than  to 
have  wholly  omitted  it,  feeing 
there  were  fome  particular 
bleflings  belonging  to  it,  whidi 
they  weredeprivedof.whodied 
without  it.  Bur,  fvliaterrrbe 
the  reafon  of  thb  omiiEEm,  one 
mayconclade  from  k,tbat  that 
ceremony  was  not  (0  necefEar/ 
to  falvation,  as  fome,  bock 
Chriftians  and  Jrwi^  ban  ima- 
gined ;  among  the  latter 
of  whom,  fome  have  ru 
to  fuch  an  extreme  of  fr 
perdition,  as  to  caufe  thotf 
children,  that  happened  to  die 
before  they  were  circancxfai» 
to  receive  it  before  they  band 
them» 
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(41)  JoJb,v.^,(^f^q. 
CUrc,  (Jrot,  Saurtn,  4?f, 


(42)  ffafna^,  rt^.  H€hr,  ttm.  U  Uh.  iii.  *.  5-  ^ 
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<i  .VII.    from  /iWr  Egyptian  Bondage^  &c*  /^i 

'Writ  that  allude  to  it^  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Tefta* 

tnctit  ^^  ti^&^^y  \ti  the  prophetical  books.    It  is  plain  ^ 

from  the  &ort  account  which  Mofes  has  left  us  of  it  \ 

that  k  was  prefcribed  to  him  by  God  himfelf.     And  in- 

dcctly  if  wc  confider  their  vail  multitude,  their  untoward 

genius,  the  great  mixture  of  other  nations  that  joined 

them,  the  quantity  of  lumber  which  they  were  forced  to 

carry  with  them,  we  can  hardly  fuppofe,  that  any  man^ 

bow  wife  and  experienced  foever,  could  be  equal  to  fucb 

a  talk  without  a  fupernatural  ai&ftance.     'Tis  true  indeed, 

that  the  word  w'ddernefsy   by  which  the  fcene  of  their 

forty  years  wandering  is  called,  ought  not  to  be  taken  toa 

literally  <^,  feeing  they  generally  encamped  near  inhabited 

towns  and  villages,  whofe  territories  could  furnifli  them 

v^ith  provilions  for  themfelves,  and  pafture  for  their  cattle  ^ 

and,  when  that  failed,  they  were  often  miraculoufly  fup« 

plied  ;  but,  neverthelefs,  to  provide  for  all  other  exigencies, 

which  mud  needs  be  fuppofed  to  happen  in  fuch  a  num* 

berle£j  hoft,  to-  fettle  fuch.  excellent  order  and  difcipline 

in  it,  as  to  prevent  confufion,  diforders,  and  defe^on,  to 

breed  up  fuch  a  number  of  excellent  foldiers,  and  to  teach 

them  to  encamp  and  decamp,  to  march  and  to  fight,  in  fo 

regular  a  manner  as- they  did,  whatever  Mofrs  might  have 

learned  from  the  Egyptians^  who  underftood,  doubtlefs, 

as  much  of  the  art  of  war  as  any  other  nation  then  dld^ 

ieems  ftlll  to  have  been  above  the  power  of  a  mere  man. 

•  And  this  confidei^^tion  fhould,  one  would  think,  ftop  the 

mouths  of  thole,  who  can  find  nothing  of  military  ar.t    ' 

.  worth  admiring,  except  in  the  antient  Greeks-  and  R(t- 

mans  (M). 

.  •  Sec  Sir  Isaac  Newt,  obferv.  upon  the  prophecies,  p.  259. 
&  alib.  M&D.  clav.  prophet.  pafT.  &  aJ.  ^  Num.  i.  5 1 ,  & 

ieq*  ^  De  his  vid.  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  4i6y.&  feq. 

(M)  However,  as  the  fub-  launching  further   into   thcfe 

je£t  has  been  copioady  handled  particularities,    than  wc  have 

by  other  pens  (43),  who  have  good  grounds    for  from  holy 

been  forced  to  fupply  the  fuc-  writ :    though,  where  we  find 

cinA  account  of  Mo/es  out  of  any  thing  in  the  ^almud^  Jo/e' 

the  writings  of  the  Talmudlfls^  p^f^f%  or  any  other  rabbi,  that 

and  other  anuent  Jrws,  not  to  carries  a  face  of  probabiHty,  or 

iayibmetimes  out  of  their  own  gives  any  light  to  the  account 

beads ;  we  hope  our  readers  we  have  in  the  text,   wc  (hall 

will   eafily    excufe    us    from  venture  to  give  it  in  a  note.  ' 


eafily    excufe    us    from    venture  to  give  it  in  a  n( 

(43}  Bflfna^%  ex  Citnxfi^  rej>,  Hebrt  tm*  iii  Ci  iS*  Calm*  ^  al. 


The 


44^  "^Pikiii/isfy^  4^f&k^  ILt 

'tnt   text  tells  us,  that  theywene  U  pitch  their  ttm 
ivery  man  by  his  cwn  campy  tribej  dndft'andard^  ibrwghoMt 
the  whole  hoft  :  that  the  tribe  of  Levi  wias  to  encamp  nuMi 
the  tabernacle^    and  haiff  the  charge  and  cuftody  of  it ; 
and  that  the  refi  of  the  tribes  Jhould  pitch  their  Jianiarii 
with  the  enftgns  of  their  father^s  houfe  round  about  iV,  at 
an  equal  and  convenient  dtjianee  from  'it  <*.     This  difiaocCy 
let  it  have  been  what  it  Voulcf,  compofed  not  a  pcifefi 
iquare,  becaufe  the  tabefnacle  and  its  court  tvere  oblongy 
much  lefs  a  circley*  as  fome  have  fatified  it,  ffooi  tbie 
words  round  about    taken  too  Ikei^ally^    but  an  obbg 
fquare,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  the  ^tabernacle  Wkfa 
its  court,  in  length  one  hundred,  and   in  brea'dth  fifty 
cubits «.     Parallel  to  each  of  the  four  iides  c^f  it^  and  at 
a  proper  diftance  between  it  and  ^he  Mother  tribes,  mi 
that  of  Levi ;  along  the  eaft  end -was  Bleaxat  ihtMif^ 
prieft,  with  the  reft  of  the  family  of  Aaron  at  the  bw 
of  the  four  clafTes  of  Levites,     As  for  Mofef^  pafilioDi 
all  that  he  has  told  us  of  it,  is  only  ^  that  it  flood  on  the 
fame  fide  with  thofe  of  jtaron^s  ciiildren^  ;  though  wc 
may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  it  was  in  the  moft  honour- 
Sable  place  of  the  whole  catnp,  as  he  was  their  chief  voi 
lawgiver  ;   and  ncareft  the  tabernacle,  to  which  hfe  v> 
obliged  to  repair  upon  all  emergencies.     On  the  weft  &fc 
were  the  Gerjhonites  under  Eliafaph^    the  Ton  of  Ltdy 
in  number  fcven  thoufand  five  hundred  S  :     3.  the  ^^ 
hatbiies  under  EUzaphan,  the  Ton  of  Ufiel^  in  number  eight 
thouliuui  fix  hundred  :  and  laftly,   the   Aferarites  under 
Zuriel^  the  ion  of  Jbihail^  in  number  fix  thouiknd  two 
Juinciicd  ;  and  thefc  two  laft  encamped  along  the  fouth 
;ind  north  fides.     All  thefe  together  made  an  army  of 
twenty-two  thoufand    three  hundred  ^    (M).     Etch  d 

^  Num. '..  ^2,  ^V  fcq.  ii.  i,  2, &  feq.  «  Vid.  Exod. x-xvu. 

18.         ^  i\um.iii.  5S.         8  Num.  iii.  24.      '^  Ibid.  ver.  39. 


(M)  This  tribe  was  not 
numbLTcd  at  tiie  iirlt  recenfion 
of  the  people,  but  fome  time 
after.  However,  if  the  reader 
compares  the  amount  of  it 
mentioned  in  this  place  (49), 
with  that  of  the  three  claffes 
«f  which  it  conjirted,   he  will 


find,  that  it  comes  ftor  ct 
the  odd  three  hundred,  wluck 
are  fuppofed  to  .have  ben 
the  firft-bom  of  that  tribe, 
and  therefore  out  of  tkc  cafe- 
And  as  the  Levites  wre  dso- 
fen  out  inftead  of  the  firft-bcrft 
of  all  the  tribes,  wl»cn  ciicii«?' 


C-tO)  -^'••••^'''  i^i-  ?3« 
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k  thefe  had  their  particular  functions  and  charges  allotted 
{  to  them,  both  as  to  the  worlhip  of  God,  and  the  fcuftody 
i  of  the  tabernacle,  with  ail  its  apparatus^  as  'may  be  feen 
,    hy  the  text  K 

A  s  the  tribe  of  Levi  made  four  fmall  bodies  on  each 

I  fide  the  tabernacle,  {o  did  the  other  twelve  make  four 

^  large  camps  parallel  to  them,   each  body  confifting  of 

1'  three  tribes.     That  of  JuJahj  whether  becaufe  it  was 

^  the  moft  confiderable,  it  muftering  feventy-four  thoufand 

^,  fix  hundred  fighting  men,    or   in  confideration  of  the 

Ifj  fceptre,  or  the  Me£iab^  being  promifed  to  it,  had  the 

j^  poft  of  honour,  and  encamped  on  the  eaft  fide  behind  the 

^  prieils,  at  the  head  of  two  other  tribes  ;  namely,  that  of 

•  IJfachar^  confifting  of  fifty-four  thoufand  four  hundred, 

.   and  that  of  Zebulun  of  fifty-feven  thoufand  four  hundred 

men  ;  fo  that  this  body  amounted  to  one  hundred  eighty* 

fix  thoufand  four  hundred  fighting  men  S  but  whether  he 

encamped  on  the  right  hand  of  the  other  two  tribes,  as  the 

yews  think,  or,  which  is  more  probable,  feeing  he  was 

as  it  were  their  head  and  general,  in  the  centre  betwixt 

them,  is  neither  certain  nor  material  ;  the  fame  may  be 

laid  alfo  of  the  heads  of  the  other  three  bodies. 

Reuben  was  at  the  head  of  the  next  body,  and  his 
camp  on  the  fouth  fide ;  his  tribe  confifted  of  forty-fix 
thoufand  five  hundred  men ;  and  Simeon  with  fifty-nine 
~  thoufand  three  hundred,  and  Gad  with  forty-five  thoufand 
'fix  hundred  and  fifty,  marched  under  his  banner  ;  this 
body  confifted  of  one  hundred  fifty-one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  fifty. 

The  next  was  Ephraim  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand 
jive  hundred  of  his  own  tribe,  under  whom  Manajfeh  led 
thirty-two  thoufand  two  hundred,  and  Benjamin  thirty- 
five  thoufand  four  hundred,  in  all  one  hundred  eight 
thoufand  one  hundred  j  thefe  encamped  on  the  weft  fide. 

The  laft  was  the  tribe  of  Dan  with  fixty-two 
thoufand  feven  hundred^  with  that  of  AJher^  confifting 

*  Num  iv.  per  tot.  *  Ibid.  ii.  3—9. 

.  ber  of  tht.£>rmer  came  to  be  deemed  at  the  late  of  £ve  fhe- 

'-  taken,  and  was  found  to  fall  kels  of  the  fanfbuary,  and  the 

fliort  i)f  the  firft-born  of  the  money  given  to  the  foas  of 

latter  by  two  hundred  eighty-  Aaron  (50), 

three,    this  overplus  was  re- 

« 

(so)  iV«»,  &•  42^  Q  /<^.  viW.  Munfi,  in  I9C. 
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of  forty-one  thouCmd  five  hundred,  and  NapltaU  fifty- 
three  thoufand  four  hundred,  in  all  one  hundred  fifty* 
ieven  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty,  and  thefe  were  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  tabernacle.  Thus  the  IfroiEtifi 
hod  amounted  to  fix  hundred  and  three  thoufand  hve  hun- 
dred and  fifty  fighting  men,  exclufivc  of  the  Livita.  To 
which  if  we  add  the  old  men  above  fixty,  and  the  young 
men  under  twentv,  their  wives,  daughters,  fervants,  flavn, 
and  ftrangers,  which,  as  we  {hewed  before,  amounted  Ifl 
the  whole  to  li  tie  lefs  than  three  millions,  their  vaft  num- 
ber of  cattle,  waggons,  and  other  lumber,  the  kafi  ffxce 
that  can  be  allowed  for.  fuch  a  prodigious  camp  mull  be 
above  twenty  miles,  though  we  fuppofed  the  fpaces  b^ 
tween  each  tribe  to  havq  been  much  lefs  than  the  Jai^ 
doSors  affirm  (N). 

These  four  large  bodies  haW  each  their  general  fefl- 
dard  (O),  to  which  their  own  and  the  other  tribes  were 
to  repair  ;  under  thefe  were  twelve  more,  one  to  ewrj 
tribe ;  and  under  thefe  again  were  thofe  of  all  the  heads 
of  families,  amounting  to  fifty- feven,  according  to  A/f/rs's 
own  account  ^  ;  and  indeed  Jefs  than  that  number  caonot 
be  fuppofed.  What  the  colours,  emblems,  anddevices  of 
thofe  enfigns  were,  neither  Mofes  nor  any  ihfpired  writer 
has  told  us  (P}. 

That 

^  Num.  ii.  &  xxvi,  paff. 

(N)  This  prodigious  army  enfign  or  llandard,  the  kr^a 
js  by  the  anticnt  ^eivs  called  by  upn,  borrowed  pcrhap 
threefold,  whereof  the  taberna-  from  the  Greek  Td£i4,^?y^^y 
cic,  with  its  precin^l,  is  called  r^DpH,  and  theiatlcrbyTtf- 
t  he  camf  of  the  Di<vitie  Majefy^  yiJ.ct  .^Al/Spa tt^ i/(}f^ ^  ^' 
the  next  the  camp  of  Levi,  or  T«t  TcLy^jLet  etuTK,  every  man 
little  hoft  of  the  Lord,  and  the  to  his  own  order,  ftaiioii,  or 
largcft  the  camp  of  IfracJ,  or  rank ;  which  phrafe  the  apofile 
the  great  hofl ;  and  may  well  fecms  to  apply  in  a  fenfc  fomc- 
enough  be  compared  to  a  cathc-  what  difFerent  from  this  (5 1  ■ . 
dral  in  the  heart  of  a  city,  (P)  The  rabbies  have  (up- 
round  which  arc  the  biftiop,  plied  all  thofe  defeds  Ter>' 
dean,  canons,  and  inferior  plentifully ;  but,  though  they 
clerg/,  and  round  them  the  are  not  always  to  be  depended 
^^"y-  upon,  yet  fome  particuhnthcy 

(O)  The  Chaldee  and  Sep-  have  given  us  relating  to  ihoK    I 

tuagint  have  indeed  rendered  of  the  four   main  bodies,  awl    ' 

6he  original  word  ^^>  gedel,  thofeof  the  twelve  tribe?,  fcesi 

(51)  I  Cor,  XV.  a3.  Vid.  Godwin  il«/«  and  Am^k^  /.  vi.  c.  8. 

JI9 
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That  every  tribe  had,  betides,  tbeir  particuhrr  "ftan-* 
dard  of  a  different'  colour,  and  with  a  different  eAitdem 

-'»and  motto,  if  they  ufed  any  fo  early,  Can  hardly  be  que- 

ftioned  ;  and  that  thefe  two  laft  mi^t  be  taken  from  th'ofe 

'allurions  which  Jac^b  or  Mefes  made  ufe  of  in  their  laft 

blefHng,  is  far  from  improbable :  and  thus,  for  in&SLncc^ 

:  'Naphtali  might  have  a  large  tree  or  a  hind  in  his  enfign^, 

^  Jffachar  an  afs  couching  under  his  burden,  Benjamin  ^ 
^vojf  S  £ind  fo  on  ;  beyond  which  we  will  not  venture  to 
affirm  any  thing,  much  lefs  concerning  the  enfigns  of 

■   the  principal  families,  which'other  authors  have  thought 

«  Vid.  fup.  p.  330,  ic  feq.  »  Gen.  xlix.  14,  21,  27,  &c. 
Deat.  xxxiii.  6,  ic  feq.  See  alfo  an  ancient  apocryphal  book 
called  the  telUmenc  of  the  twelve  patriarchs. 

not  to  be  ill  grounded.  Of  the  tribe  o(D^m  they  give  an  ea^e. 

•  £ril  they  tell  us,  that  Judab  which  agrees  neither  with  A&* 
liad  the  emblem  of  a  lion,  with  fts^  bleilingy  which  compares 
thb  device,  Lit  God  arifit  and  him  to  a  lion^s  whelp  » nor  to 
let  hit  enanies  h$fcaitirtd  ( I ) ;  that  of  Jacoh^  which  comp;pes 
but  the  latter  feems  more  pro*  him  to  a  ferpent  in  the  way. 
per  for  the  cofigii  of  Liw^  if  However,  in  order  to  make  it 
any  belonged  to  that  tribe ;  it  agree  with  the  latter,  they 
which  is  not  improbable,  be-  pretend,  that  the  eagle  Was 
caufe  thofe  were  the  words  painted  holding  a  ferpent  in  his 
which  were  ufed  by  the  he*  talons  (6)  :  but  we  have  dill 
wites^  when  the  ark  was  re*  a  better  authority  for  thefe 
moving.  As  for  the  lion,  it  is  four  emblems,  namely,  i.  The 
the  emblem  by  which  y«r^i  re-  vifioa  of  Ezeh'ei  (y),  which 

-   prefented  the  tribe  of  Judmb  in  is  univerfaDy  allowed  to  allude 

hislaft  will  (2) ;  but  they  add,  to  them.     2.  Thfe  pfalmifr  re- 

*  that  it  was  painted  of  three  co-  prefenting  the  congregation  of 
lours  6n  the  ftandard  (3).  Reu-  Ifrael  under  thofe  emblems 
£e»*senfignhadthe6gureof  a  (8);  and,  \?S^y^  %^,John\sL 
man,  to  which  fome  add  that  his  apocalypfc,  reprcfenting  the 
of  a  mandrake,  alluding  to  feithful  by  the  four  be^fls  about 
thofe  he  found  in  the  fields  the  throne  of  Goo,  crying 
when  a  boy  (4).  That  of  E-  night  and  day,  hol;^^  holy  (]p)» 
phraimvfzsxaox  or  calf,  and  and  fo  on ;  from  which  it  is 
items  to  be  taken  from  the  mod  likely,  that  the  four  e^n- 
words  of  Mo/es^s  blefling  to  that  gelifb  came  afterwards  to  h^ve 
tribe ;  His  glory  is  Hke  thtfirjl'  the  fame  emblems  more  {iarti* 

^    Jing  of  his  MlQck  (5 ).  To  the    cularly  appropriated  to  them. 

(i)  //.  Ifviii.  1.  { 1)  Oen,  xMic.  ^.  (3V  Tta  RR  Jthtath.-Abr. 

hen  Levi,  Cakal.  bijkr,  of,  Qunaumyuh,fmp.         {^)G€n,  xxx.  14*     («}  '^^ 
xxxiii.  17.  (^)  Ki4*  4ken  Ev.  Of  F^gi  in  J^um,  ii.         .  (7)  Ch.  i.  X9. 

ii)  Pf.  Ixvul.  let  (9)  Rn>ti'  It.  6,  7. 

Gg  2  fit 


452  ^be  Hiftory  of  the  Jews  B.  L 

fit  to  give  us  '^.  One  thing  more,  however,  is  certain, 
that  they  had  likewife  a  feparate  camp  for  lepers,  for 
thofe  who  had  running  fores,  or  any  infirmities  of  that 
nature,  or  had  defiled  themfelves  by  touching  a  dead  body, 
and  the  like ;  all  which  were  excluded  from  this  grand 
one\ 

The  order  of  their  decamping  and  marching,  of  their 
engaging  in  battle,  and  fuch-like,  as  they  are  more  parti* 
cuiarly  defcribed  by  MofeSy  we  (hall  content  ourfelva 
with  mentioning  the  principal  heads  relating  to  each  of 
them,  and  removing  fome  few  difiiculties  that  occur; 
and  refer  our  readers  for  the  more  circumftantial  parts  to 
the  text  itfelf,  and  to  thofe  who  have  treated  of  them 
more  at  large  y. 

In  their  decamping,  whilfl:  in  the  wildernefs,  the  firl 
thing  thev  were  to  obferve,  was  the  fignal  from  the  mira- 
culous pillar,  of  which  we  have  already  fpoken  ^  ;  which 
Mofes  immediately  took  care  to  have  communiated 
throughout  the  camp,  by  two  filver  trumpets  made  by 
God's  command  * ;  and  becaufe  thefe  were  ufcd  for  othtf 
fighals,  fuch  as  the  calling  the  elders  to  the  tabernacle, 
proclaiming  of  anniverfary  feftivals,  and  the  like,  they 
were  differently  blown,  according  to  the  fignal  they  wot 
to  give ;  that  is,  for  inftance,  fingly,  when  to  call  the 
elders;  jointly,  when  to  call  the  whole  congregation; 
with  a  conftant  and  even  found,  when  they  proclaimed  a 
march  ;  and  with  a  tremulous  interrupted  one,  when 
they  founded  to  battle.  To  thefe  the  apoftle  feems  to 
allude,  when  he  fays,  If  the  trumpet  gives  an  uncertain 
found  y  who  will  prepare  t9  battle^  ?  As  foon,  therefore, 
as  the  firft  fignal  was  given  for  marching,  e\tTy  tribe  let 
about  making  ready  for  it ;  and  this  took  up  fome  confi- 
derable  time,  efpecially  with  rcfpedl  to  the  priefts  and  Le- 
vites^y  who  had  the  tabernacle,  with  all  its  utenfils,  to  take 
down,  cover,  and  pack  up,  and  fet  part  upon  waggons 
for  that  purpofe,  and  part  to  be  carried  upon  mens  moul- 
ders. By  that  time  the  Levites  had  got  every  thing  ready 
for  the  march,  the  fccond  fignal  was  given  j  for  it  b  not 
to  be  doubted  but  the  other  tribes  could  be  fooner  in  a 
readinefs  than  they :  and  then  all  that  bore  arms  repaiitd 
to  their  ftandards,  whilft  the  invalids,  women,  children, 

^  Basnac.  ubi  fupr.  Calm,  k  al.  «  Nun.  t.  i,  k 

feq,  y  Vid.  Basnac.  ubi  fupr.  c.  19,  s  Vid  fupr. p. 

338.        «  Num*  X.  I,  &  feci.         ^  i  Cer,  xiv.  g,         «  Vid! 
Num.  iv.  5,  &  alib, 

and 
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and  carriages^  marched  towards  the  rear.  Upon  the  next  fig* 
nal»  the  tribe  of  Judahy  at  the  head  of  the  other  two 
that  belonged  to  his  camp,  b^an  to  march ;  and  thefe 
were  folio  wed  ^  according  to  the  moft  general  opinion^ 
by  the  Gerjhomies  and  Meraritesj  who  guarded  the  wag- 
gons loaded  with  the  boards,  pillars,  t^c.  belonging  to  the 
tabernacle.  Upon  the  next  iignal,  Reuben  and  his  two 
tribes  beg^n  to  move  ;  after  whom  came  the  Kohathites^ 
bearing  die  ark»  altar,  table,  and  other  utenfils,  upon 
their  moulders ;  fo  that  by  the  time  thefe  were  at  their 
journey's  end,  the  Gerjhonites  and  Merarites  had  fet  up 
the  tabernacle,  and  got  all  things  ready  for  their  rec^p* 
tion.  The  ark  and  its  bearers  were  guarded  by  the  tribes 
of  Ephraim^  Benjamin^  and  Manajphj  as  foon  as  the 
third  iignal  was  given.  To  this  alludes  that  of  the  pfalm- 
ift  c,  Tbou  that  fitteji  between  the  cherubim j  jhine  forth  bt* 
fire  Ephraim,  Benjamin,  and  ManaiTeh.  Laft  of  all 
came  the  tribes  of  Dan^  Ajher^  and  Napbtali,  efcorting 
the  invalids,  that  none  might  be  left  behind.  For  which 
reafon  this  body  is  called  the  rear- ward,  or,  as  our  margins 
more  properly  word  it,  the  gathering-ho/i  ^  (T), 

CoNC£]tNiNG  their  method  of  engaging  with  their 
enemies,  order  of  battle,  and  the  like,  we  have  nothing 
certain  but  what  has  been  occafionally  mentioned 
before.    Such  as  the  having  one  prieft  anomted  to  be 

«  Pial.  Ixxx.  I,  2.  **  Jofhua  vi.  9.  Vide  Munst.  iaioc. 
Goodwin's  Mof.  &  Aaron,  lib.  vi.  c.  4.  art.  3.  fee  alfo  Num. 
X,  21,  &  feqq. 

(T)  However,   it  is  plain,  ferving  ftill  the  bed  order  the^r 

tliat  tiiis  order  was  not  always  could  for  their  own  iafety.  All 

ob&rved  ;  &r,  firft,  with  re*  that  can  be  added  upon  this  fub* 

fped   to  the   ark,   there  are  jed  is,  that,  when  the  ark  was 

feme  places  where  it  is  (aid  to  taking  up  for  the  march,  Mo- 

have  gone  beforethem  (i)apon  fes\i(5i  to  fay,  Jri/e,  O  Lokd, 

fome  emergencies  i  and,  with  and  let  thing  enemies  be /catter^ 

refpedl  to  the  whole  body,  tho'  ed;  and  let  them  that  hate  the^ 

they  kept  this  excellent  order  fiet  before  thee ;  and,  when  the 

of  marching  in  columns,asoften  priefb  fet  it  down,  he  iaid, 

as  the  lands,  thro*  which  they  Reium,   O  Lord,   unto   the 

paiTed,  would  permit  it;  yet,  many  thoufands  of  Ifrael    (2}, 

when  they  were  obliged  to  crofs  Thefe  words  are  flill  ufcd  to 

whole  ridges    of   mountains,  this  day  by  the  Jews^  when 

they  were  then^forced  to  make  they  fttch  the  roll  of  the  law 

their  way,  ibme  over  heights,  oat  of  its  repOfitory,  and  when 

others  thro  ugh  the  valleys,  pre-  they  carry  it  thither  again. 

(s)  ^tt  Nuwi,  z.  33.    Jojb,  iil.  6.  {%)  Numt^  x.  35,  36. 

G  g  3  confulted 
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confulted  by  urifriy  inftcadcf  the  bigh-prieft,  who  never 
went  to  the  wars  ;  the  amercol,  or  exhorting  prieft,   who 
is  thought  to  be  ths  fame  with  the  former  by  feme  au- 
thors S,  and  whofe  fpcech,  at  Icaft  the  fubftance  of  it» 
has  been  pfcfervcd  to  us  by  the  antient  j^ews  ( W) :  all 
neir        that  we  can  fay  farther  on  this  head  with  any  certainty  is, 
manner  ^/that  as  foon  as  the  trumpets  had  given  the  (igna)  for  the 
engaging,  jignal  for  the  engagement,  the  combatants  gave  a  great 
{hout,  and  fell  immediately  upon  their  enemies  1> ;  anin- 
ftance  of  which  we  find  fome  time  after,  when  they  went 
to  engage  the  PhiliJIines  *  (Uj, 

SECT. 

K  Calmet  &  Basnag.  ubifup.     •*  Vide  Cuw.  &  Goodwik, 
Qbi  fup.       ^  Vide  i  Sam.,  iv.  5.  &  Joseph,  de  bell.  JuiLiiL 

( W)  Among  other  remark-  with  refpe6l  to    theie  wonb, 

Sible  things  in  this  fpeech  were  Thou  art   not  going  to  ei^tge 

thofe  that  follow  ;    Heary    O  againfttbybrothren^from^hM 

IfracI,— ^j?tf«  are  now  going  thou  might  eft  exptS  morcjs'^ 

to  engage y  not  againjiyour  hre»  the  tribe  ot'^iuiah  having  been 

tJhrfn,  not  one  tribe  againfi  an-  captivated    }ay  thofe  of  Ifretl^ 

other  J  by  whom  if  you  chanced  fo  long  after  as  \siAbasC% «», 

to  be  takeuy  you  might  expect  to  and  theie    ready  to  aietlinr 

le  ufed  ivitb  mercy: but  captives  with. the  fimcfcremy 

againfi    your     enemies,      into  as  they  did  ftrangers,  a  prophet 

nvho/e    hands    if  it    he  your  of    the  Lord  Itreuuouily  op- 

misfortune  to  fall^  you    muft  pofed   it,  and  made  the  con- 

expsSl  no  quarter  i---^  let  not  querors  cioathc,  feed    and  a- 

your  courage  fail  you  ;  let  not  noint  them,  and  fend  them  back 

the  neighing  of  their  horfes^  the  tO  their  brethren  (67). 
brighsnefs  of  their  fpears,  the         (U)  This  was  00  Mi  pra- 

ohxttering  of  their  jkields,  or  ftifed  by    the  Greeks,  Rt»ons, 

the  found  of  their   trumpets,  and  other  warlike  widcms,  vho 

dijhearten  you God  is  in  often  increafed  the  horrid  noifc 

the  midfiof  you\ your  foes  with  knocking  their  weafjons 

come  againfi  you  with  an  arm  againft  their  Shields  (68).  With 

ef  fiejhy  but  you  trufi  in  the  relation  to  their  manner  of  bc- 

firength  of  the  Almighty ;  and  fieging  towns,  we  are  ftillmore 

fo  on  (65 ).   Part  of  this  fpeech  in  the  dark ;  all  therefore  th:: 

we  find  to  have  been  certainly  can  be  added  here,  is  what  the 

diaated  by  Mofes  (66) ;  but,  Jews  tell  us  from  a  pafUige  in 

whether  the  reit  was  fo,  or  not,  Jofhua  {/^c^\    that,    when  he 

we  darfi  not  affirm.    However,  fent  to  ofFer  peace'to  the  cities 

one  thing  is  worth  obfervjng,  of  Canaan^  before  he  entered 

(6  s)  Traa,  n  010  cap,  8.  'uid,  Goodiv,  A'^of.  ^  Aar,  lih.  iv    ^  S    4   14. 
(60 1  Deut.  XX.  2,  ^  feqq,  (67)   j^-ids  z  Cbrcn.  ixriii  8  ' l^  "••  • 


(63)  Pblyk  tfid.  Cun,uh  fupr,  (69)  ^pfiK  xi.  19,  ao. 
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,s  E  c  T.  vn. 

l^he  Hiftory  of  the  Jews  under  Jofhua. 
.  ^he  conqueft  and  partition  ^  the  land  of  Canaan* 

TH  Elfraelitijh  camp  continued  at  Shittim,  near  the  ri-    Year  of 
ver  Jordan^  and  in  fight  of  the  land  of  Canaan^  during  the  flood 
the  days  of  mourning  for  Mo/et ;  and  the  people,  whom      897. 
a  forty  years  wandering  in  the  wildcrnefs,  under  a  difci-BcfChrift 
pHne  intermixed  with  the  greateft  tendernefs  and  feve-    145 1. 
rity,  had  rendered  more  tradable^  and  more  fenfible  of 
God's  paternal  care,  were  only  waiting  for  the  fignal  for 
pafling  over  the  river  Jordan ;  when  their  new  general 
received  frefli  and  repeated  promifcs  of  the  divine  affiftance 
in  the  conqucft  of  the  promifed  land  »  (A). 

■  Jolh.  i.  per  tot 

it,    he   difpatched  three  ex-  was  clogged  with  an  innumera- 

prefles  to  them  :  the  iirft  was^  ble  xnaltitude  of  old  men,  wo* 

to  permit  thoie,  who  had  a  men,  and  children^  befides  fer- 

xnind  to  leave  the  country,  to  vants,  cattle,  and  other  incum- 

depart;  the  fecond  was,  to  offer  brancesl    The  very  iirft  fte 

peace  to  thofe  that  would  make  Ke  was  to  take,  was  the  crofT* 

peace  with  him ;  and  the  laft,  ing    of    a    large    river,   in 

to  declare  war  agamft    thofe  doing  which  he  knew  him- 

that  refnfed  die  two  former  felfequallyexpofedto  thearms 

offers  ( X ) .  of  thofe  he  went  to  attack,  and 

(A)  Nothmg  lefs  than  fuch  thofe  whom  he  left  behiod:  The 

a  divine  a£arance  could  indeed  nations  he  was  to  fubdne  were 

have  ftspported  JoJhuc^%  cou*  naturally  warlike,  of  a  gigan- 

rage  in  fb  arduous  a  taflc.    He  tic  (iature  and  ftrength,  their 

Dvas  now  ninety-three  years  of  towns  well  fortified  by  nature 

age,  and  had  been  trained  up  and  art,'  their  forces  and  intte- 

imder  Mops  at-  leaft  one  third  eft  united  by  the  flrongeft  ties 

part  of  that  time,  fo  that  he  and  alliances;  they  had  all  long 

wanted  neither  experience  nor  ago  taken  the  alarm,  and  had 

fkgalcity  toforefee  all  the  difii-  made  the  greateft  preparations 

culties    he  was  to  encounter  againil  him,  refolving  eitber 

with.    He  faw  himielf  indeed  to  obftrud  his  conqueft,  or  lofe 

at  the  head  of  fix  hundred  theirlivesinthedenmceof  their 

thott&nd  fighting  men  ;  but,  country  (l). 
on  the  other  hand,  his  army 

Gg4  As 
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Twtf  ^ies  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  had  received  his  order  to  pre- 
fent  /tf  Jc-parc  for  the  glorious  conqueft,  his  firft  care  vras,  to  make 

richo;  choice  of  two  proper  pcrfons  to  go  privily  to  the  land  of 
Jericho^  and  examine  what  condition  their  cities  arid  peo- 
ple were  in.  Thefe  foon  fet  out  for  the  perilous  expedition; 

Cwceahd  and,  having  happily  croffcd  the  Jordan^  went  and  lodgd 

^jfRahab.  af-  3^  innkeeper's  houfe  (X)  named  Rahab\  where  they 
had  not  been  long,  before  a  ftri£t  fearch  was  made  after 
them,  by  order  of  the  alarmed  king  of  Jericho.  Their 
fear,  however,  was  foon  difpelled  by  their  hofpitabfc 
hoftefs,  who  fent  away  the  fearchcrs,  by  telling  them  out 
of  her  window,  that  two  ftrangers  had  indeed  refrefhed 
themfelves  at  her  houfe,  but  that  they  were  gone  fiflcc 
towards  funfetj  and  might  be  eafriy  taken,  if  ctofely  pnr- 


(X)  We  have  ventured  to 
give  Rahah  a  more  favourable 
appellative  than  moft  verlions 
have  done,  who  make  no  fcru- 
pie  to  call  her  an  harlot,  tho* 
it  18  plain,  that  the  word  ^^y\^ 
sionab  doth  properly  figni fy  an 
innkeeper,  or  one  who  felleth 
viduais  and  drink  ;  for  it  is 
derived  from  the  root  JT  %on^ 
which  fignifies  to  give  food,  and 
is  the  feminine  participle  adlive 
of  that  verb.  And  in  this  we 
have  followed  the  Chaldee  pa- 
raphrafe,  which  renders  it  inn- 
keeper (68)  5  in  which  he  is 
alfo  followed  by  fome  of  the 
moft  learned  Je^Sy  who  para- 
phrafe  the  word  hereby  niDiO 
(no  tnokereth  mazon,  a  feller 
of  vidluals  (69) ;  and  Kimchi 
allows,  that  it  may  be  rendered 
either  way  (70)  :  to  which  we 
may  add,  that  the  Septuagint, 
and,  after  them,  St.  James ^ 
have  made  ufe  of  the  Greek 
word  Topf'n,  which  is  capable 
of  both  fignifications,  namely, 
of  a  vidualler  or  an  harlot,  as 


Junius  has  fully  proved  [fi]. 
And  indeed,  as  the  word  in  its 
primitive  fenfe  properly  figni- 
fies the  former,  it  is  not  oo* 
likely,  that  the  freedoms  vhid 
thofe  kind  of  women  were  oU 
to   allow  to   their  cuflomo^ 
might  give  birth  to  the  kier 
fignification  ;  fo  that,  fromia 
hoftefs,  or  vi^ualler,  itcamek 
time  to  fignify  an  harlot,   fiat 
as  it  doth    itot  appear  by  the 
text,    that    (he  followed  both 
thefe   trades,     but  rather  die 
contrary,  the  feith  which  fhc 
expreffed  in  God,  and  her  be- 
haviour to    his  two  fcTvanis, 
might  well  dcferve  to  have  the 
moft    favourable    conftnidion 
put  upon   her  profcffion.    To 
which  we  may  add,  that  it  is 
not  likely,   that  Salmon  would, 
or   indeed    could,     afterwards 
have  lawfully  married  her,  if 
Ihe  had   been   fuch    a  puf^ic 
woman  ;  he  who  was  a  prince 
of  the   houle    of  Judab,  atd 
one   of  the    Messiah's  accc- 
ftors. 


{C^%)  /'/V/iT-jnv  InS\l^  feu  lexic.  R.  Katban.  tn^y  j^j.    c-/^ 

Jorra,  T  c.u    Be.  Gnfh,  M  (^  Munjh  in  ioc.  (70)   In  rJd.  ^^       (mV;';.: 

Jun.  in  epijl,  Jaab,  11.  as.  ^'   ' 

fued. 
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fued.    Their  backs  were  no  fooner  turned,  than  ihe  Went 
to  the  two  fpies,  to- whom  (he  freely  owned  the  panic 
dread  that  had  feized  not  only  that  city,  but  all  the  land 
of  Canaariy.  at  the  news  of  what  the  God  of  Ifrael  had 
done  in  favour  of  their  nation,  both  at  the  Red  Sea,  and- 
againft  thofe  kingdoms  which  they  had  fo  lately  conquered* 
"To  this  {he  added,  that,  being  now  fully  perfuaded,  that 
he  was  the  only  true  God,  againft  whofe   decrees  all  op« 
pofition  would  be  both  vain  and  dangerous,  ihe  was  now 
ready  to  fave  them  from  their  imminent  danger,  upon 
condition  they  fwore  to  fave  her  and  her  famUy,  when 
they  became  mailers  of  the  city.     An  oiFer  fo  generous 
and  unexpeded,  joined  to  fo  candid  a  confcflion,  could 
not  deferve  a  lefs  reward  ;  and  the  two  fpies,  who,  in  the 
condition  they  were  in,  would  have  purchafed  their  fafety 
upon  much  harder  terms,  were  not  long  before  they  gave  ^^ 
her  all  the  defired  aiTu ranee,  that  not  only  fhe  and  herT^ 
femily,  but  all  that  were  found  in  her  houfe  at  the  Xdkingf^^' 
of  the  city,  fhould  be  exempted  from  the  common  ruin,  ^' 
She  kept  them  hid  the  remaining  part  of  the  time  under 
fbme  hempen  ftocks,  and  about  midnight  let  them  down 
by  a  rope  out  of  one  of  her  back  windows,  which  was 
contiguous  to  the  city- wall,  after  fhe  had  charged  them 
to  keep  themfelves  concealed  in  fome  clifF  of  the  neigh* 
bouring  mountains  for  two  or  three  days,  till  their  pur- 
fuers  were  returned  home.     Before  they  took  their  leave, 
they  agreed,  that  fhe  fhould  hang  a  fcarlct  line  out  of  her    » 
window,  which  fhould  be  a  (ignal  to  them,  and  a  fafe- 
guard  to  her  houfe.     The  rifle  they  had  run,  put  a  flop 
to  their  further  progrefs  ;  and  what  they  had  learned  at 
yericho^  made  it  as  needle/s  as  dangerous  :  (o  that,  having 
happily  efcaped  all  further  difcovery,  they  returned  to 
their  camp  on  the  third  day,  and  related  to  Jojhua  all  that 
had  happened  to  them  o, 

Th£  confternation  which,  they  told  him,  bad  over*  Ret 
fpread  that  whole  land,  was  univerfally  looked  upon  as  ztbe 
fure  omen  of  their  future  fuccefs  ;  and  Jojhua  failed  r\ot^nd 
to  improve  it,  by  afluring  them,  that  it  was  God  himfelf^'^^i 
who  had  (truck  their  enemies  with  fuch  a  terror,  and  that/*''^ 
they  had  now  nothing  to  do  but  to  fight  valiantly  under 
his  banner  and  "proteftion.     He  then  reminded  the  two 
tribes  and  half  of  their  former  promife  of  affifting  their 
brethren  in  the  conqueft  of  the  land  P.     But  as  thofe  tribes 
compofed  an  army  of  an  hundred  thoufand  fighting  men^ 

*  Jofli.  ii.  pei  tot.  '  Ibid.  i.  it,  ic  feqq. 

•        '  Jojhua 
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yojhua  contented  himfelf  with  le(s  than  one  half,  and 

left  the  reft  to  defend  their  new  pofTeffions  and  families. 

After  this,  he  caufed  it  to  be  proclaimed  through  the 

camp,  that  they  (hould  pafs  over  the  y^rdan  within  thiee 

days  \  during  which  time  they  fliould  make  provifion  for 

victuals,  feeing  the  manna  was  to  ceafe  as  foon  as  they 

had  fet  foot  on  the  other  fhore,  as  it  aAuallv  did  f ;  aod 

fTbeypre-  then  he  gave  the  fignal  for  marching  from  Sbittimtotk 

fare  to    neighbouring  fhore  of  that  river.     As  icon  as  they  wot 

march      encamped  there,  yojhtia  fent  and  communicated  to  eveiy 

towards   tribe  the  order  that  was  to  be  obferved  in  this  foknn 

Jordan,    march.     The  priefts,  bearing  the  ark,  were  to  begin  tlie 

^be  order  proceffion  ;  and  as  foon  as  their  feet,  touching  the  walcr, 

cf  croJ/tngY^^^  opened  a  miraculous  way  '  to  them,  each  tribe  was  to 

that^  ri-    f^w^^  \^  the  fame  order  as  they  had  obferved  in  all  tiidr 

^^*        marches,    keeping,    however,    the    awful  diftance  fwt- 

fcribed  of  two  thoufand  cubits,  from  that  fecred  fvmbol 

t)f  the  Divine  Prefence  *,  whilft  thofe  that  bore  it  wcic 

to  continue  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  till  the  whole  ivft 

of  Ifrael  had  got  fafe  to  the  other  fhore. 

^b  infpire  the  people  with  a  ftiil  greater  regard  for  tins 

wonderful   paffage,    they   were  commanded  to  fanfiify 

themfelves,  as  had  been  formerly  done  upon   fucb  fukmn 

occafions  ;  and  yojhua  charged  every  tribe  to  fend  asna 

to  him,  to  be  ready  to  execute  fuch   orders  as  he  fluuid 

give  them  on  the  morrow  ;  which  was  no  fooner  come, 

than  the  priefts  began  their  march  towards  the  river,  and 

the  people  made  themfelves  ready  to  follow  them  in  tiw) 

columns,  one  above,  and  the  other  below  the  ark  (B). 

nvhich  di- As  foon,  therefore,  as  the  priefts  that  bare  the  ark  had 

^'/des  it'  touched  the  extremity  of  it  with  their   feet,  God,  who 

/e/ftoopenh^d  promifed  to  fignalize  their  new   general  here,  in  as 

/?  dry  /^/miraculous  a  manner,  as  he  had  done  their  oU  one  at  the 

/'^^^^         Red  Sear,  caufed  the  waters  of  the  river  from  above  to  go 

back,  and  to  rife  up  in  heaps  far  beyond  the  city  of  Adam^ 

+  Jofh.  v.  12.        r  Ibid.  iii.  13.  *  Ibid.  vcr.  4. 

(B)  This  march    happened  over  (1),     about  which  time 

on  a  Friday ^^  on  the  tenth  day  the  water  of    Jordan^  being 

of  the  firil  month  Nifan,  which  ufually  fwelled  by  the  meliicg 

aiifwcrs  to   our    thirtieth    of  of  the  fnows  of  Lebanon^  acd 

Jpril^    and    was   the  day  on  other  neighbouring  moontainsi 

which   the  lamb  was    to    be  feldom  or  never  failed  to  orer- 

chofen  and  fet  by  for  the  pafT-  flow  its  banks. 

(0  UJherU  Mtn,  ant,  C.  X45X* 

^•hich 
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which  is  befide  that  of  Zaretan^  wfailft  thofe  below,  con* 
tinaing  their  courfe  towards  the  fea  of  the  plain^  other- 
wife  called  the  Salt  or  Dead' Sea ^  opened  a  paflage  of 
about  fifteen  or  eighteen  miles  in  breadth  to  the  Ifraelites^ 
till  they  were  all  got  fafe  to  the  other  fide. 
.    During  all  the  time  of  their  crofling,    the  priefts 
continued  with  the  ark  in  the  midft  of  the  Jordan^    and 
vraited  only  for  Jojbua^^  orders  when  to  come  out,  and 
join  the  reft  of  the  camp.    But  Jojhua^  who  defigned  to  ^*w^  «^ 
perpetuate  the  inemorv  of  this  wonderful  tranfafl:ion,^*^'*'^J^ 
commanded  them  to  ftand  ftill,  till  he  had  made  thofe*' ^*^'''^ 
twelve  men,  whom  he  had  directed  to  wait  about  him,  ^* 
take  twelve  large  ftones,   one  ^for  each  tribe,  and  lay 
them  on  one  heap  in  the  place  where  the  ark  flood,  fb 
that  they  miglit  be  feen  afterwards  from  each  fhore,  when 
the  waters  of  the  river  were  abated  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
jie  made  them  take  up  twelve  other  ftones  from  the  bottom 
of  the  river,  and  to  ere£t  a  monument  with  them  on  the 
ihore }  which  was  no  fooner  done  than  the  priefls  had 
orders  to  march  with  the  ark,  and  leave  the  waters  to  re* 
fume  their  ufual  courfe.     Jojhua^  who  bv  this  time,  was 
in  as  high  efteem  with  the  people  as  Mofes  had  been  be- 
fore, failed  not  to  charge  them  to  tranfmit  to  their  po« 
fterity  the  occa{ion  and  meaning  of  thefe  two  monuments^ ; 
both  which,  if  we  may  believe  Eufebius  and  others,  were 
ilill  to  be  feen  many  centuries  after  ".     From  this  place 
Jojhua  commanded  the  vanguard,  which  confifted  of  the 
-forty  thoufand  men  of  the  tribes  of  Reuben^  Gad^  and 
h^Xf  Manajfeh^  to  march  towards  the  plains  of  Jericho'^i 
and  thefe  w;erc  foon  followed  by  the  reft  of  the  army, 
-Bnd  encamped  at  GUgal^  about  feven  or  eight  miles  from 
Jordan^  and  about  three  or  four  from  Jericho, 

Itc  the  mean  time  the  feaft  of  the  paflbver  drew  nigh, 
unto  which  no  uiKircumcifed  perfon  was  to  be  admitted, 
.under  the  fevereft  penalties  ;  and  yet  that  ceremony  had 
been  intermitted  during  their  forty  years  wandering,  as 
has  been  lately  hinted  :  it  was  therefore  neceffary,  before  Cf>f««r- 
all  things,  that  it  ihould  be  renewed  out  of  hand  ;  where- «)?<?»  r#. 
fore  Jofhua  was  commanded  to  have  it  immediately  per-  neiued. 
formed  (C)  5  and  God,  highly  plcafed  with  their  obe- 

dience> 

'  Jo(h.  lii.  k  iv.  per  tot.  *»  Euseb.  loc.  Hebr.  fub 

Boonos  &Gilgal-  Anselm.  Albert,  Job.  Mosch.  vit,  patr. 
ic  al.  ap.Calm.  hift,  V.T.  lib.  iii.  cap.  i.      '^  Jofii.  iv.  12,  13. 

(C)  The  circumilance  of  for  fuch  an  operations  and 
j^m  was  altogether  &vourabie  their  miracolous  paflage  over 
^   '  tilt 
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dience,  toll  them,  that  he  had  now  remvaed^  or  roUeiam} 
frcm  them^  the  reproach  of  Egypt ;  that  is,  that  he  did  do 
longer  look  upon  them  as  uncircumcifed  Egyptians,  but  as 
his  own  people  \   in  memory  of  which,    the  place  vas 
called  Gilgal^  or  rolling. 
Thepq/T'       This  was  the  third  time  of  their  celebrating  thatfefti- 
ever  celt'  val ;  the  firft  was  at  their  departure  out  of  EgjpU  uvi 
krated,      the  fecond  on  the  next  year,  at  the  fetting  up  of  the  ta« 
bernacle  at  the  foot  of  mount  Sinaiy  fince  which  timc^ 
whether  for  want  of  corn  to  make  unleavened  bread,  or 
for  any  other  reafon,  it  bad  been  wholly  intermitted  dU 
now  ;  when,  the  text  tells  us,  the  Ifraelites  having  provided 
themfclves  with  corn,   both  old  and   new,   they  bailed 
themfelves  unleavened  calces  with  the  former,  and  parched 
the  latter  in  the  (heaves,  and  eat  it  inftcad  of  bread,  dis 
laft  being  equally  fuitable  to  the  feaft,  as  beingeaten  witb* 
God  op'    out  leaven.     In  this  place  it  was  alfo  that  God,  or,  is 
fears  to     fome  will  have  it "",  hie  angel,  appeared  to  Jojhua  indie 
Joihua.     plain,  in  the  fhape  of  a  warrior,  {landing  at  fome  diflance 
from  him  with  a  drawn  fword.     Jojbua  knew  him  not» 
and  was  probably  gone  thus  far  alone  to  reconnoitre  it 
city,    and  contrive  the  propereft  means  of  befieging  it 
Being  therefore  furprifcd  to  fee  a  man  fbnd  fo  near  him 
in  that  hcftile  pofture,  he  aflced   him.  Whether  he  w» 
for  or  againft  Ifrael?  and,  upon  his  anfwering,  that  itt 
was  the  captain  of  the  Lord's  hoft,  fojljua  fell  down  at 
his  feet,  and  worfhiped  him,  and    in  the  humbleft  tcrns 
exprefled  his  readinefs  to  receive  his  command  >'  j  and  it 
was  there  that  the  LtORD  was  pleafed  to  direcl  tlic  won- 
derful manner  in  which  he  would  have  yericho  bcficijcd, 
that  the  relt  of  the  Canaanites  might  be  made  fcn/ib/cj  riiat 
it  was  not  an  arm  of  flefli  that  fought  againft  them. 

^  Grot.  Le  Clerc,  &  al.  vid.  fupr.  p.  261.  note 'J  i  & 
alib.         y  Jolh.  V.  per  tot. 


the  Jordan  had  fpread  fuch  an 
univerfal  dread  among  their 
enemies,  that  they  had  now 
no  caufe  to  apprehend  being 
furprifcd  by  them,  as  the  She- 
chemites  had  been  by  Simeon 
and  Le'vi,  Bcfides,  it  was  God 
that-  commanded,  to  whom 
they  had  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  commit  their  fafety  j 
fo  that  his  orders  were  chear- 
fully  and  pundlually  obeyed. 


The  (harp  Hones,  which  tkef 
made  ufe  of,  being  more  pro- 
per for  the  ceremony,  win 
knives  or  rafors  made  of  metal, 
as  being  lefe  apt  to  caufe  in- 
flammations, were  a  mcaDS  of 
their  being  fooner  healed,  ar.i 
confequicntly  in  a  condirion  to 
celebrate  the  paflbvcr  at  ^ 
appointed  time,  as  was  ac- 
cordingly done. 
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iE  have  already  given  feme  account  of  the  fiege  arid 
ig  of  this  place  in  the  hiftory  of  Canaan  f .  All  that 
s  be  added  to  it  here  is,  that  the  city,  into  which 
t  numbers  out  of  the  neighbouring  villages  had  retired, 
;  to  help  to  defend  it,  and  others  to  fave  themfelve^i 
been  clofely  (hut  up  by  order  of  the  king,  who  com- 
ded  in  it  in  perfon,  no  man  being  fuiFered  to  go  in 
ut ;  and  that  on  the  feventh  day,  which  was  the  fab- 
,  the  circumvedtion  of  the  ark  was  repeated  fcven 
:s,  with  the  ufual  folemnity  ;  the  priefts  founding  with 
rams-horns  (D),  and  the  fame  guard  of  armed  men 

marching 
f  Sup.  vol.  ii.  p.  203. 

))  The  original  is  nnaur  thefe   here, .  but  calls    them 

brn,  J&opSeroth'hajMm,  plainly  horns  (87) ;  only  when  * 

:h  all  the  Jews  in  general  he  comes  afterwards  to  fpeak 

,    and,  aAer  them,  very  of  thofe  which  Giiteon  and  his 

Y   CMfiians,  wadcr&zni^  men  made  ufe  of  (8S),  he  calls 

^e  do,  of  tripnpets  made  them  rams-horns  (89).    Haw«^ 

anis-horn9  *  s  though  the  ever,  let  them  have  been  made 

:ulty  of  boring  them,  and  how,  and  of  what  (hey  would, 

ing  them  £r  for  the  ends  it  is  plain,  from  this  infia^ce 

;ned,    hath    appeared  fo  of  Gideon^  and  fome  othersr 

t,    that  fome  commenta-  both  before    and  after  him, 

have  fanned  them  to  have  that,   beiides  thofe  trumpets, 

made  of  copper,  andi  only  which  were   appropriated    to 

he  ihape  of  rams-horns ;  the  priefts,  to  found  before  the 

:h  notion  hath  been  fufH-  ark,  to  proclaim  feafls, '  jubi- 

i\y  confuted  by  Oar  learned  lees,  and  the  like,  whofe  niim- 

ctr  f,  and  others:    and  her  was  increafed  to  feven  in 

may  add,  that  thoie  now  Jofina'^  (90),  and  to  fixicore 

ufe    among    the    Jews^  in  Soi^monh  time  (91):  (Jo- 

bme  grand  feftivals,    are  fephus  fays  (92)  two  hundred 

e  in  joints  of  a  confidera-  thouiand ;   and  adds,   that  ii 

ength,  and  give  a  loud  and  ivas  according  to  MofesV  com^ 

1  found,  little  infinior  to  mandj  though  upon  what  aU" 

trumpets.  thority  ishard  toguefs];befldes 

ofefhusj  who  is  very  par-  thefe,  we  fay,  'tis  plain  there 

lax  in  defcribiog  thofe  fil*  were  others  for  the  war,  which 

ones,  which  Mtfts  made  each  general  caufed  to  found 

',  (ays  little ornothing  of  upon    all    exigencies.     Thus 

3)  ha  rMin,  fer.  omtu  vid,  Munfl,  in  loc,'        ♦  Spenc*  &  Mev&r,  detem^ 
r.  14.  §.  IT..  Xitoidiw.  Mfiff,  ^  Aar,  liB.vi.  r.  10.  §.  2.  &  ai,  mtdt* 
',  ibid,  vtd,  &  jt,  ^tlom  £<tt  Melfch  inLemit,  -xi^v.  10.  (^6)  .^.; 

j.  f .  12.  (1 7)  tHid,  1,  V.  f .  I .  (88)  Judg.  vii.  8,  &Jeqj. 

J  of,  ant,  /.  V.  f.  8«  (90)-  7»/&.  tT,  4«  (9 ')  *  ^bnm,  ▼.  la- 

Ant*  /.  viii«  t*%% 

Ebudf 
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niman"  marching  before  and  after  it,  as  had  been  done  dinj 
c^^/ai*the  iirft  fix  days.     As  foon  as   the  fcventh  round  m 
ing  Jeri-  ended,  the  (bund  of  the  trumpets  was  accompanied  vkk 
^^         an  univerfal  (hout  of  all  the  befiegers  ;  and  this  in^  ill- 
lowed  by  the  fall  of  the  city  wall,  i^hkh  cpdwd  twm 
into  it,  at  which  every  man  mounted  the  faroch  dotHp 
next  before  him.    Their  firft  care  was  to  convey  X^^ 
^^^r^    aind  all  her  family,  out  of  the  city  ;    and  thcfc  iwt  M 
^^,    fooner  got  fafely  out,  but  the  Ifraelites  killed  ail  theMih 
y^^      women,  children,  and  cattle,  that  were  found  in  it  srflei 
yLt  of  ^^^^^9  having  feized  upon  all  the  gjdd,  filver,  bnfi,  isi 
the  flood  o^l^^^'bafer  meuls,  to  be  repofited  m  the  treafurr,  thejfa 
807.     ^^^  P'^^^  ^"  ^^9  ^^^  levelled  it  to  the  juouno;    J^ 
B^.  Chr.^^^  a  prophetic  curfe  on  the  man  that  would  aftennrii 
1451.   attempt  to  rebuild  it,  importing,  that  he  fliould  byAe 
foundation  of  it  in  his  firft-bom,  and  let  up  its  p$»  p 
his  youngeft  Ton  ' ;  by  which  the  yems  underflanli  Ite 
all  his  children,  from  the  bisgeft  to  the  leaft,  fhedl  die 
an  untimely  death  before  he  had  finiflied  it  ••    Hoimdrf 
we  find  it  literally  fulfilled  above  five  hundred  and  fiftf 
years  after,  by  Hul  the  Betbilitf^  who  laid  the  IbundbliDii 
of  it  in  his  eldefl  ion  Abirmm^  and  fist  xxp  itsigatesarib 
youngeil  fon  Seguby  accordingly  >>  (C).      Sudi  irs  tbe^ 
end  of  Jericho  J  which  Mofis  chofc  to  call  Iiy  the  aaiie 
of  the  city  of  Palm-trees  c,  by  reafbn  of  the  grett  imeDiber 
of  them  that  grew  in  the  plain  round  abont  it.  To  whid 
hfephus  adds,  that  the  tree  from  which  flowed  the  hA 
ilm   of  Gi/eady    and  other  odoriferous    treeSi  likewife 
grew  in  its  neighbourhood  <*,  from  wbofe  fngnocj  it  b 
fuppofed  to  have  been  named  yericho^  which,  in  the  ori- 
ginal, ftgnifies  odour.     As  for  Rabab^  and  her  fami]?, 

»  Jo(h.  vi.  per  tot.        «  Vide  Munst.  in  loo       **  i  Kinp 
xvi.  ver.  ult.        «  Deut.  xxxiv.  3,        **  j^^  ^^^^^ \^  ^^  ^^  ^ 

Ehud^  after  he  Lid  privately  if  there  had  been  no  dnr  0/ 

killed  £§f/(7«   king*  of  Moalfy  that  name  from  ^^^wi  to  aV/, 

founded  the  trumpet,  and  ga-  fince  we  ■  read  of  the  dty  of 

thcred  Ifrael  on  moMxiiEphraim  F aim-frees  in  Egle^i  time  (95 ;. 

(93).     And  the  fame  was  af-  and   of  yericBo,    in  D«-i/'i 

terwardsdone  hy  Joab,  Abfa-  days  (96):  concerning  til  which, 

/<ww,  and  many  more  (94).  we  ihall  refer  our  leaden  to 

(C)    This,  however,  muft  what  has  been  faid  in  a  fcrmcr 

not  be  literally  underflood,  as  volume  *, 

^  (93)  Judg.  iil.  27.  (?4 )  ^'^*  a  ^tf«.  it  =P.  xr.  10,  H  ««• 

(95)  7«^jg:-  »"• » 3«  (9^)  »  5^«.  x-  4S«  •SttvtUvLh  *:=' 


JtJf  nor. 
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.  ihey  had  a  place  affigned  them  out  of  the  Ifraelitijh  camp ; 
and  (he  was  foon  alter  incorporated  into  their  common- 
•ivealth,  by  her  embracing  the  Jiwijh  religion,  and  her 
marriage  to  Salman  ^,  head  of  the  tribe  of  judah^  as  ^^^^he  // 
liinted  before  :  whether  the  reft  of  her  kindred  folIowed««''''>*''* 
..her  example  or  no,  is  neither  certain,  nor  of  great  con-^^^^"* 
icquence. 

In  the  mean  time  JoJhuaT,  wifely  confidering  the  time 
which  the  making  and  dividing  of  future  conquefts  would 
^  take,  during  which  his  numerous  army  muft  be  fupplied 
.  with  provinionSy  chofe  to  make  that  fruitful  plain  the 
centre  of  his  camp,  from  whence  he  might  conftantly 
draw  out  a  fufficient  number  of  men  to  invade  other  ter- 
ritories, till  they  had  fo  far  enlarged  their  own,  as  to  ad- 
nit  of  a  diftribution  between  the  tribes,  which  was  not 
.done  tilt  fix  years  after  f.    As  (bon  therefore  as  he  had 
.  Settled  the  beft  order  he  could  in  his  camp,  he  detached 
-  a  body  of  three  thoufand  men  againft  the  king  of  At^ 
^  "whofe  capital  was  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  diftant  from 
'  Jericho  J  where  they  received  an  unexpe^ed  repulfe,  with  Wf  Ifracf- 
the  lofs  of  about  thirty-fix  men.     This  defeat,  how  fmallites  npul- 
.  ibever,   fo  damped  the  people's  courage,  that  Jojhua  vi2i^ftdat  Ai. 
;  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  God,  who  immediately  anfwer- 
cd  by  urimj    as  is  fuppofed,   that  a  facrilege  had  been 
committed,  and  ordered  him  to  difcover  the  guilty  perfon 
by  lot,  and  (£)  to  puniib  him.  with  immediate  death. 

Jojhua 
^  Mattb.  i.  ;•    Vid.UsHER^sann.  fub  ann.  ant.  C.  1451. 
•J-  Vid.  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  203,  &  feqq. 

^£)  How  thefe  lots  were  after  another,  till  it  came  to 

call)   is  neither    plain    from  the  right,  and  fo  down  to  tht 

Scripture,    nor  agreed  about  inferior  branches  of  each  fa-* 

by  commentators;  though  we  mily,  till  they  came  at  lail  to 

^ave  a  great  many  inltances  of  fingle  perfons,  as  in  the  two 

^heir  being  made  ufe  of»  both  cales  above-mentioned,  except 

to  difcover  guilty  perfons,  not  this,  we  have  nothing  certain 

qnlv  by  i\itjenjus^  as  in  this,  about  it.     Jofephus  (3)  only 

and  the  cafe  of  Saul  (2),  but  fays,  that  it  was  done  before 

by  other  nations,  as  we  find  the    high-prieft,  and  feventy 

by  the  hiftory  of  Jonah ;  and  elders.     To  this  other  Jenjus 

for  fcveral  other  purpofes^  bad  add,  that  they  were  made  to 

as  well  as  good.     As  to  the  pais  before  the  ark,  and  that 

manner  in  which  the  ceremony  the  high-priell  was  directed  by 

itfclf  was  performed,   except  the  urim  to  pitch  upon    the 

the  calling  of  the  tribes  one  right  tribe,   family »   ^c  (4). 

(1)  2  Sum,  xiv,  38,  fiir/rjtf.  (3)  Mt,  L  V.  c,  X,  (4)  yidt 

Mufji.  in  J'Jh.  vii. 

How 


4^4  ^^  Hiftory  of  ibejem  B.  I) 

ya/hua  loft  no  time,  and,  having  caft  lots  from  the  tribes 
to  the  families,  Jchan^  the  fon  of  Carmiy  of  the  tribe 
of  Judaby  was  found  to  be  the  guilty  perfon,  who,  at 
the  general's  requeft,   confefTcd  that  he  had  concealed 
Achan'i    fome  of  the  accurfed  plunder  of  jferichom     His  crime  was 
€rime  pn-  no  fooner  verified  by  the  fearch  that  was  made  in  his  tent, 
^J^td.      than  he,  and  all  he  had,  were  conveyed  to  the  adjacent 
valley,    which  was  from  that  time  called  the  valley  of 
jfchory  or  trouble^  from  the  trouble  which  this  crime  had 
brought  upon  the  people  ;  and  there  the  former  were  ftoned 
to  death,  and  the  reft  burnt ;    after  which    they  reared 
up  an  heap  of  ftones  for  a  monument  of  his  ^me,  and 
a  determent  to  the  reft  ^. 
Canaan        The  army  being  thus  purged,  as  Jofephus  words  '% 
€onquered  they  had  much  better  fuccefs,  not  only  in  their  nextcx- 
'*^        pedition  againft  Ji,  but  alfo  againft  the  whole  land,  the 
yars.       conqueft  of  which  was  (though  not  perfe£Uy)  finifhed  in 
fix  years.     But  as  we  have  eiven  an  account  of  it  in  a 
former  volume,  to  that  we  mall  refer  +. 

In  the  mean  time  our  readers  will  bot,  perhaps,  think 
it  amiis,  if  we  venture  to  fubjoin  here  fome  few,  we  hope, 
not  improper,  remarks  upon  thofe  two  miraculous  tcanf- 
adions  which  happened  at  this  time  ;  namely,  tli9  flop- 
nefun    V^^%  ^^^  courfe  of  the  fun  by  Jojhuaj  and  the  remarkaUe 
funis  ftiW^^^'^  of  hail-ftones,  which  did  fuch  terrible  execution  upoir 
^lofhuaVthe  confederate  army  of  the  Canaanites^  both  which  hap- 
frayer.     pcncd    cn    the  fame  day  g ;    but,    having  been    barely 
mentioned  before,  and  having  no  connexion  with  what 
is  to  follow,  can  no- where  be  more  properly  ofiered  thait 
in  this  place.     We  need  not  tell  them  how  many,  other- 
wife  learned  m^ny  among  the  Chrijilans  J,  have  fcrupled  to 
fall  in  with  the  Copernican  fyftem,  in  this  and  many  other 
countries  free  from  the  inquifition,  upon  a  miftaken  no- 
tion,  that  it  is  point-blank  contrary  to   feveral  cxpiefe 
teftimonies  of  holy  writ,  amongft  which  this  of  the  fun 

*^  Jofti.  vii.  per  tot.      f  Vol.  ii.  p.  202,  &  feqq.       '  Joflh  x» 
1 2,  &  feqq. 

Howei'cr  that  be,  the  lawful-  thenifh  fuperdition  which  £nce 

nefs  of  this  way  of  calling  lots  mixed    itfclf     with     it,    and 

cannot  be  denied,  feeing  it  was  the  vile  purpofes  to  which  it 

not  only  countenanced,  if  not  hath  been  pat,  hath  made  it 

prefcribed,  by  God,    but  af-  exceeding  dangerous,    if  not 

terwards  pradlifed  even  by  the  altogether  crimiiud. 
apoilles  (5,  though  the  hea- 

(5)  Acli  i.  wr.  uk^ 

and 
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and  moon  ilanding  UilJ  is  lirenuoufly  urged  by  them  ; 
"whilft  others,  from  a  contrary  principle,  have  been  in- 
duced to  queftion  its  divine  authority,  becaufe  it  favoured 
fo  abfurd  a  one,  as  that  of  Ptolemy  is  now  generally  al- 
lowed and  proved  to  be.  It  was,  doubtlefs,  this  laft  error 
"which  gave  occaiion  to  that  witty,  tho'  profane  faying 
reported  of  that  great  philofopher,  Alfhonfo  king  of  Naples^ 
that  if  the  fyjiem  of  the  earth' sjiandingjiill  were  truey  the 

-  whole  univerfe  was  but  a  bungling  piece  of  mechanifm  g. 

Now  it  is  plain  that  thefe  two  extremes  might  have 

.   been  eafdy  avoided  by  two  very  obvious  obfervations  ; 

'    namely,  firft^  that  the  expreiSons  here  made  ufe  of,  Sun^ 

Jland'jlill  upon  Gibeon,  and  fo  on,  are  figurative,   and 

incapable  of  a  literal  fenfe  (G) ;  and  fecondly,  that  the 

fyfiem»  which  places  the  earth  immoveable  in  the  centre, 

'  and  fuppofes  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  to  turn  roimd  it^ 

t  Bacon*9  apMl^h^ps. 

(G)  The  words  literally  run  know,  that  upon  the  earth's 

thus:  Sun^  be  thou  filent  in,  ilanding  ftiU,  both  the  fun  and 

3  or   upon,   Gibeon,    ami   thou  moon,  and  all  the  reft,  muH 

I  m9on  in  tie  valley  of  Ajalon ;  feem  to  do  fo.     It  is  plain  our 

g  and,   in   the  next  vtr^t  it  is  great    philofopher    Sir  Ifaac 

laid,  that  they  ftood  ftill  ac-  Newton^  who  was  fafficiently 

cordingly.    Now  it  is  plain^  mafter  of  the  Hebrrw,    was 

tiiat  thofe  two  luminaries  were  not  frighted  by  thefe  or  any 

s^eitherin,  upon,  or  even  over  fach  popular  phrafes  from  his 

'    thefe  places  in  any  other  than  favourite  fyftem,    though  no 

'    a  relative  fenfe ;  and  that  they  man  paid  a  greater  deference 

i    had  a  diflFercnt  £tuation  with  to  the  authority  of  the  Scrip* 

-  refped  to  thofe  that  were  one  tures  than  he  did ;  and  that  he 
snik  eaft  or  weft  of  the  place  thought  it  fufficient,  that  the 
where  Jo/l^na  (bod.  We  may  effed  was  the  fame,  whether 
venture  to  add,  that  it  was  im-  the  fun  or  the  earth  were  fup- 
pertinent  to  make  the  moon  pofed  to  be  (topped  in  their 
fbind  ftill  with  the  fun,  upon  career ;  and  at  the  Br^  was 
any  other  fuppofition  than  that  altogether  fupernatural,  it  will 
Jofi)ua  had  the  folar  fyftem  in  fufficiently  anfwer  all  cavils  and 
hu  thoughts  when  he  afed  difficulties  raifed  againft  it,  to 
thofe  ezpre£ions,  becaufe  the  ii^y^  that  the  fupreme  Author 
prefenceof  themoonwasufelefs  of  nature,  who  firft  gave  mo* 
to  him  as  long  as  he  had  tion  to  matter,  and  whofe  will 
that  of  the*  fun ;  but  if  he  alone  appointed  the  laws  of 
only  prayed,  that  their  light  it,  can  either  fufpend,  or  ^\U 
might  continue  in  ftatu  qwo,  penfe  with  them,  whenever  his 
till  he  had  acoomfuiihed  bis  own  glory,  or  any  wife  ends,  of 
conqoefl,  which  ii  certainly  his  Providence,  make  it  necef- ' 
all  he  meant,  he  could  not  but    (ary  or  expedient. 

Vol.  HI.  Hh  WM      ' 
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was  the  moll  univerfally  received,  the  moft  adapted  to 
vulgar  capacities,  and  the  frecft  fiom  (eeming  difficulties, 
bccaufe  moft  agreeable  to  common  appearances  and  ob- 
servations ;  and  that  the  grofs  Ifraelites  were  fo  ufcd  to  it, 
that  hi.d  Mofes^  Jojhua^  or  any  other  infpired  writer,  known 
any  thing  of  the  folar  one,  yet  it  wculd  have  been  im- 
proper, if  not  dangerous,  to  have  fo  much  as  hinted  at  it. 
How^ever,  thefc  confi derations,  though  obvious  and  rea-  I 
fonable,  liave  been  io  far  from  being  univerfally  admit-   | 
ted,  that  a  great  number  of   authors,     both  Jeua  2nd 
Chrijiians^  have  ranfacked  their  brains  to  find  out  more 
fatisfaftory  folutions,  though  with  fo  little  circumfpcflion 
and  fuccefs,  that  they  have  rather  multiplied  than  removed 
the  difficulties  which  they  endeavoured  to  avoid. 
7he  Jy-         Among  the  firft,  fome  have  affirmed,  that  the  motion 
Jlems    of  of  the  luminaries  was  only  abated  in  its  velocity,  as  that 
fame  au-  of  a  coach  is  from  a  full  gallop,  to  an  even  pace  \  from 
tbors  con-  ail  expreiSon  ufed  there,  that  the  fun  did  net  hajltn  N  ^i 
cerning  it  dpivn  abdUt  a  whole  day.    But  whether  or  no  they  thoudit 
examined,  jt  eafier  to  retard,  than  wholly  to  fufpend  their  motion, 
fure  it  is,  that  neither  of  them  could  be  done,  but  by  i 
fupernatural  power  :  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  what  focic 
rabbies  a£Brm,  that  Goi>  fubftituted  fome  meteon  o[h(A'i 
of  light  1,  or  that  he  retained  the  moon,  above  the  horizon, 
to  fupply  the  abfence  of  the  fun  ^  :  but  all  theie  are  modcft 
Maimo-    men,   in  comparifon  to  the  learned    Afaimonidesy  who 
nides  and  makes  all  the  miracle  of  this  tranfadion  to  have  confiftcd 
Spinofa     in  a  bare  wifti  or  prayer  of  Jo/huay  that  the  fun  might 
confuted,    not  go  down  till  he  had  gained  a  complete  conqueft ;  and 
in  God's  granting  his  requeft,  not  by    flopping  die  fun*i 
career  during  fo  many  hours,  as  we  underftand  it^  but  by 
enabling  that  gener^il,  and  his  army,  to  do  as  much  exccu- 
tion  in  one,  as  would  reafonably  have  taken  up  two  days'. 
After  this  we  need  not  wonder,  if  Spi/ioja^  the  laft  among 
the  Jews  we  fball  mention,  has  ftill  improved  upon  hiflJi 
and  quite  removed  the  difficulty,  by  denying  the  mirick, 
and  attributing  the  extraordinary  length  of  that  day  to  the 
bare  refradion  of  the  fun's  rays  by  the  fky,  whidi  wa 
then  more  than  ordinarily  charged  with  hail,   but  which 
the  people  miftoolc  for  the  fun's  (landing  ftill.    According 
to  him,  Ifaiah  was  no  better  a  philofopher  than  Jfjht^J^ 
when  he  attributed  the  change  that  happened  upon  Jkaz^ 

^  Chald.  paraph.  R.  Levi  BenGERSH.  &  al.  Vide  Mu«t. 
in  loc.  &  Calm.  diiTeft.  '  R.  Euakim,  B  Naphtai. 

niir?  Ditr:      ft  Jos.  ScDav.  Kimchi.  Vid.  bib:3C,  &  cpiiLfa?. 
inor.  nevocb.  Maiuokid*        'More  fievech.part  ii,  c  39. 
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dial  to  the  rctrogreffion  of  the  fun,  rather  than  to  a  rc- 
frafiion  of  it  from  fome  cloud  ". 

We  fliould  hardly  have  thought  any  of  thefe,  efpecially 
the  two.laft,  worth  an fwcring,  or  even  mentioning,  had 
they  not  been  too  clofely  followed  by  fome  very  learned 
Ckrlftians^  proteftants  as  well  as  Romai)-catholics.  We 
fhall  only  take  notice  of  three  of  the  moft  eminent  of 
them,  namely,  Grotius,  Peireriusy  and  Le  Clercy  whofe 
fentfments,  as  well  as  what  has  been  faid  to  confute  them, 
"We  fliafl  now  give  in  as  few  words  as  the  fubjeft  will  ad- 
mit of. 

As  for  Grotiusj  though  he  doth  not  think  it  impoflible,  Grotius 
that  God  fliould  fufpend  the  courfe  of  the  fun,  or  tndktc^nfuitd. 
it  appear  tipon  our  horizon  after  it  is  fet  j  yet  he  is  fo  far 
from  granting,  that  it  was  really  done,  that  he  thinks  its 
not  being  mentioned,  among  other  things  of  lefs  moment, 
in  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  »,  to  be  a  ftrong  argument 
Ugainft  it  (H).    And  therefore  what  is  faid  in  Jojhua^ 

that 

^  Tra6L  t]ieologiGO'^politic.  c.  2.     "  Heb.  xi.  ad  fiiu 

fH)  Themi^fbrtune  iS|  that  rafale  tranfa^lon  eter  hflppen- 
the  argament  will  hold  equally  ed.     Bat  it  ought   to  be  re- 
ttgainft  feveral  other  miraca^  membred,  that  this  BuStisTaUl/ 
loiis   traoia^ioiis,  which   are  previous  to  zny  profime  writer^ 
kkewife  omitted  by  the  apo-  either  extant   or  quoted^   fo 
^e^  though  exprefly  mention-  that  it  was  eafy  for  the  re- 
ed in  iioly  writ ;  fuch  as  the  membrance  or  monuments  of 
plagues  or  Egypt ^  all  the  woo-  it,   if  there  were  any,  to  be 
ders  wrought,  by  Mofes  ia  the  loift  amoog  a  vaft  multitude 
wilderneis,  the  miraculous  paf-  of  others,  during  the  long  and 
fage  over  Jordan^  and  many  dark  interval  between  it  and 
more  of  the  like  nature.     He  the'moftantientauthors*  Hqw- 
dothnot^fo  much  as  fpeak  a  ever,  if  light  may  be  allowed 
word  of  the  conquefl  of  Ca-  to  be  fetched  out  of  darknefs,. 
naoMy^tx  mention  y^^xA  a-  whence  could  the  notion  come 
-mong  hit  worthies,  though  his  into  the  poett  keiids,  of  their 
chara^ler'be  ib  va^ly  itiperior  demigods  and  heroes  having 
to  that  of  GidtQUy  Jifabak^  the  power  of  lengthening  days 
and  others  that  are  mendonad  and  nights,  at  beibfetyea  their 
in  that  fdace.  warlike  eramorousdefigns,  but 
Under  thk   head  we  mny  moft  likdy  from  thif  wonder- 
rank  another  olje^on,  name-  ful  event  ?  How  came  Jttpiter^ 
ly,  the  ^denoe  -of  all  the  an-  &r  bftance,  to  be  affirmed  to 
tient  hfflonans^  which,    it  is  have  fpan  out  the  night,  which 
vrged,  CDuU  never  have  been  h^fpent  ^vCbiAlcmtna^  to  twice 
fo  antverlal,  had  foch  a  memo*  its  Qatarar4eagth  ?  or  Mmn*va 

Hh  a  |3o 
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that  God  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  a  man,  he  tUnks 
with  Maimonides  to  mean  no  more,  than  that  God,  at 
his  requeft,  granted  him  as  much  time  and  difpatch  as 
was  ncccffary  to  gain  a  complete  viftory  o. 
Peircrius  Peirerius,  an  author  of  extraordinary  ikill  In  ac- 
confuted,  counting  for  all  fcripture  miracles  in  a  natural  way,  fup- 
pofes  P,  contrary  to  all  reafon,  as  well  as  the  plain  mean- 
ing of  the  text,  that  Jo/hua  only  wifhed  for  a  longer  day, 
about  the  time  of  the  fun's  fetting  5  upon  which  die  land 
of  Palejiine^  or  perhaps  the  territories  only  about  Giben^ 
were  enlightened  by  a  kind  of  twilight,  or  fomething  like 
o\xx  aurora  borealisj  which,  continuing  long  enough  to 
zn{w trjojhua's  purpofe,  was  miftaken  by  him  for  the  fun, 
the'  it  was  a£lually  fet  as  ufual ;  and  made  him,  and  his 
army,  fanfy  that  day  to  have  been  longer  than  any  other 
by  all  that  interval.  But  here  the  queftion  is,  not  how 
far  thefe  parelia,  or  mock-funs,  can  fupply  the  abfcncc 
of  the  real  one,  but  whether  the  hiftorian's  account  can 
be  capable  of  fuch  a  forced  interpretation.  The  text  %s 
exprefly,  that  the  fun  flood  ftill  in  the  mid-heaven  (I]  at 


•  Comm.  in  Jofh.  x.  14. 

to  have  done  the  fame  in  fa- 
vour  of  Vlyffes^  whilft  he  was 
butchering  his  competitors, 
and  making  himfelf  known  to 
his  wife  (11)  ?  and  many 
others  of  the  like  nature  (12): 
but  though  we  could  bring  no- 
thing out  of  profane  hiftory  to 
confirm  this  fadl,  yet  would 
this  be  no  fair  argument  ag'kinil 
the  truth  of  it,  or  the  veracity 
of  the  writer,  abftrading  even 
from  his  divine  authority,  if  we 
judge  of  him  with  the  fame 
candor,  as  we  do  of  any  other 
hillorian. 

(I)  The  words  are  ^"^XXy 
an:)\r;n,  in  the  mldft  of  hea- 
I'en,  or,  zn  the  mid-hea'ven', 
which  is  always  underilood 
both  by  aflronomers,  and  by 


f  Prasadamit.  lib.  if.  c  6. 

the  vulgar,  to  fignifj  the  place 
where  the  fun  is  at  noon ;  and 
that  he  hafted  not  l>^i:2>  top 
dtywn,  or  literally  to  decline 
towards  his  fetting,  daring  one 
whole  day  (13).  What  follows 
in  the  next  verfe,  that  no  day 
was  ever  like  it,  eidicr  hdoit 
or  lince,  plainly  coTiEnDS  it. 
However,  as  thefe  authors 
feem  to  rely  little  on  the  autho- 
rity of  the  text,  whatever  d^gr 
pretend  to  the  contrary,  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  try  to  con- 
fute them  in  their  own  way, 
by  ftiewing,  that  their  foppo- 
fifion  of  the  fun's  being  dw 
near  fetting,  when  ftoppi  by 
Jojhua,  makes  againft  their  fa- 
vourite hypothefis,  and  Icares 
him  not  time  enough  for  all 


( I  i)VldfJIom.  Odyjf.  xxia.  ^ver.  241,  24.3.  (u)  jridt  Bam.  /V«t. 

hutt,  dem^nji,  man,    Cahn,  digert^  6^  4/.        (13)  Jofi^  ^,  i^. 
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JoJhua*s  prayer,  and  that  his  more  than  ufual  continuance 
above  the  horizon,  or  rather  in  the  fame  fituation,  made 
that  a  longer  day  than  ever  was  known.  Suppofing  then 
for  once  the  whole  army  to  have  been  fo  little  acquainted 
with  thefe  kinds  of  lights,  as  to  have  fanfied  the  fun  ftill 
above  the  horizon,  could  they  be  fo  ftupid  as  not  to 
know  his  tifual  place  at  noon  from  that  of  his  fetting  ? 
But  fliould  we  fuppofe  even  this,  could  they  choofe  being 
undeceived,  either  by  feeing  him  rife  on  the  next  morn- 
ing at  his  ufual  time,  or  by  the  concurring  teftimony  of 
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the  work  which  he  is  recorded 
to  have  done  on  that  day. 

It  is  exprefly  faid,  that 
the  army  inarched  all  that 
night  from  Gilgaly  and  came 
early  in  the  morning  to 
Gibemtf  where  Jojhua  en- 
gaged the  enemy,   put  them 


of  flQnes ;  and  then  continues 
his  purfuit  till  part  of  the  ene- 
my is  killed,  and  the  reft  fled 
into  fenced  cities  ;  and  then 
returns  to  Makkedah,  Here 
againhecaufesthcmouthofthe  ' 
cave  to  be  opened,  and  the  five 
kings  tol)e  hanged  till  fun-fet. 


to  flight,  and   purfued  them  '\  and  then  to  be  taken  down,  and 
from  the  afcent  of  Bethoron  to     buried  again  in  the  fame  cave 


Axekab  and  Makkedah  ;  and 
that,  as  they  were  going  down 
the  defcent  of  Bethororty  the 
fiorm  of  hail  fell  upon  them  ; 
after  which -^he  commanded  the 
fun  toftand  ftiliiaG/^tfir,  and 
the  moon  in  AJ€tkn,  All  this 
might  be  done  tld^y  enough 
before  the;fun  was  paft  the 


Can  an  army,  which  had  march- 
ed 4ll  the  night,  and  fought  all 
the  day,  be  fuppofcd  to  have 
purfued  their  enemies  ^  many 
miles,  and  flaughtered  them 
all  the  way  they  went,  then  to 
have  come  back  to  Makhdab^ 
and  executed  and  buried  the 
five  kings  with  fuch  folemni- 


meridian  ;:  and  the  fituation  of    ty,  after  fun-fet,  and  by  thtf 
thofetwo  laA  places  fhews,  that    help  •  <^   a    refra^ked  light  ? 


it  muft  have  been  about  that 
time  of  the  day*  From  the 
Bethfirm.  here,  mentioned,  or 
lower  Betbfirofty  he  purfued 
them  to  AKikab  tLvAMakkedahy 
which  could  not  be  le&  than 
twelve  or  fbturteen  miles,  ac- 
cording to  St.  Jerom^  who 
places  the  former  at  nine,  and 
the  latter  at  eight  miles  north- 
ward of  EUutberopoUs  (14). 
There  he  is  tokl,  that  the  five 
kings  iiad  hid  themfelves  in  a 


And^  if  fo,  what  fun  was  that 
which  they  iaw  ietting  when 
they  took  the  kings  down  ? 
How  much  lefs  probable  is  it 
ftill,  that  they  fliould  have  done 
»11  this  before  the  real  fun- 
fetting  \  The  reader  may  for* 
ther  convince  himfelf,  how 
much  the  fituation  of  Qibeon 
and  Jjalon  is  incompatible  with 
the  fuppofition  we  have  been 
Oppofio^  from  the  maps  and 
geography  we  have  g^ven  at 


cave,  and  ordered  the  mouth  of    the  beginning  of  this  chapter, 
jfto|2ped  with  an  heap 

H  b  3  other 
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other  people,  who  had  feen  him  rife  and  fet  as  at  othec 
times  ?  And  if  they  were  undeceived,  is  it  likely,  tbit 
they  would  have  tranfmitted  an  account  of  it  in  fuch 
terms,  as  muft  of  neceffity  betray  either  their  want  of 
common  fenfe,  or  common  honefty  ?  Laftly^  can  our 
author,  or  any  of  his  admirers,  if  they  really  believe  this 
book  to  be  divinely  infpired,  fuppofe  that  the  Holy  Ghoft 
would  have  fuiFered  the  Hebrew  general,  not  odIj  to 
have  continued  under  fuch  a  delu/ion,  but  even  to  have 
tranfmitted  it  to  pofterity  with  the  divine  ftaoap  upoa  it? 
Lc  Clerc  The  laft  perfon  we  propofed  to  mention  under  this 
confuted,  bead,  is  the  famous  M.  Le  Clerc ^  who  has  not  only  cbh 
braced  the  fentimeiitsof  the  two  former,  buthasendo' 
voured  to  back  them  with  new  reafons.  The  twofirft 
are  taken  from  Jojhud's  expreffion,  Sun^  Jiand  JtiHufA 
Giheon^  which  can  admit  of  none  but  a  hgurative  fenic) 
and  from  the  literal  one  being  contrary  to  the  received 
folar  fyftem.  We  have  already  fbewn  above,  that  tkey 
prove  nothing  on  either  fide  of  the  queftton.  Bat  hi 
goes  farther,  and  fays,  thirdly.  That  providence  is  too 
faring  of  miracles,  to  beftow  fo  fignal  a  one  as  the  over- 
turning the  whole  order  of  nature,  upon  a  thing  of  b 
fmall  a  moment,  as  the  defeat  of  the  Canaaniiifi  zmj 
in  one  day,  rather  than  in  two.  To  this  it  is  added, 
that  yejhua*s  prayer  was  too  unreafonable  for  God  to 
grant  in  the  urift  fenfe  it  is  commonly  underftood  in, 
iince  the  next  day  might  have  done  as  well  without  length^ 
ening  this  at  the  expeuce  of  fo  great  a  miracle  (K) :  but 
is  not  this  very  prefumptuous,  and  may  not  fuch  a  bold 
way  of  reafoning,  againft  the  plaineft  faSs  mentioned  in 
Scripture,  prove  the  fource  of  endlefs  errors  and  infideJitr  ? 
Will  it  not  equally  hold  againft  all  the  other  miracles 
wrought  from  Mcfes  to  Christ  himfelf  ?  Why  were  fo 
many  done  in  Egypt y  when  Pharaoh  might  have  been 
foftened  into  compliance  at  a  much  eafier  rate  ?  Whv 

(K)  The  y^w/  indeed  tell'  fides  that  they  give  no  proof  of 

us,    that    the  reafon    of  the  it,  it  is  plain  from  their  owncoa- 

lengthening  of    this  day  was  fcffion,  that  it  was  not  alway* 

beca.qfc  the  next  was  the  fab-  unlawful  for  them  to  do  exe- 

bath,  which  would  have  given  cution  on    the  (abbath,  fincc 

the  Canaanites  an  oppoxtuni-  Jericho  was    fo  lately  taken 

ty  either  of  rallying  or  efcape-  on  that  day,  as  we  hiaied  bf- 

ing,    whilft  Jojhua    and    his  fore, 
army  were  at  reft  ( 1 4) ;  but,  be- 

(14)  Kahhin,  in  Sfdar  Ohm,  Vid,  Mtafi.  in  /«f. 

muft 


C.  VII.     from  their  Egyptian  Bondage^  &c.  471 

muft  the  Red  Sea  or  the  Jordan  be  ihiraculoufly  divided, 
ivben  the  former  might  have  been  coafted,  and  the  latter 
forded  at  more  places  than  one  ?  In  a  word,  why  did 
Christ  and  hisdifciples  work  fuch  a  great  number  of  mi- 
racles, when  one  or  two  great  ones,  well  known  and 
attefled,  were  fufficient  to  prove  their  divine  miilion  ? 
Well  might  Job  fay.  Fain  tnan  would  be  wife  q.  Fourthly, 
The  fame  author  fuppofcs  the  account  of  this  tranfaSion 
to  have  been  taken  from  the  book  of  Jafher^  or  The  up^ 
rights  which,  like  other  poetical  works,  efpecially  thofe 
that  are  written  in  the  eaflern  tongues,  are  too  fwollen 
and  hyperbolical  to  admit  of  a  literal  fenfe,  and  cannot 
be  rightly  underftood,  unlefs  they  be  reduced  vaflly  below 
it.  We  (hall  not  trouble  ourfelves  with  examining  how 
unreafonable  the  fuppofition  of  fuch  di(J3arate  and  unna- 
tural hyperboles  is,  and  efpecially  of  their  being  after- 
wards  clofely  followed  by  an  infpired  hiftorian,  whofe 
ftyle  is  every-wherc  clfc  rather  in  the  other  extreme  :  it 
will  be  fufficient  to.  fay,  that  all  this  is  affirmed  gratis^ 
and  without  any  foundation.  For,  who  told  Grotius^  or 
our  author,  that  the  book  of  fafher  was  a  poetical  piece, 
abounding  with  fuch  hyperbolical  flights  ?  when  no  men* 
tion  is  made  of  it  any-where  but  in  this  place,  and  in  the 
iecond  book  of  Samuel  ^ ;  and  tbefe  would  rather  incline 
one  to  believe  it  to  have  been  an  hiftory  of  Hebrew  wor- 
thies, ■  written  and  continued  by  feveral  hands,  and  at 
different  periods.  But  even  this  is  upon  the  fuppofition^ 
that  they  are  the  fame  book,  which  yet  doth  not  ap« 
pear  (L).  What 

<  eh.xi.  12.         ^  Ch.  i.  \2. 

.    (h)  The  ^^^u'^  indeed  think  the  two  places  inquelHon^  by 

ta ;  bat  then  they  underUand  the  tranfpofition  of  feme  words 

by  J^Jheff  or  Rightews,  lAofet  in  order  to  make  it  appear  2^ 

hiinfelfy  and  this  book  to  be  leaft  probable^  that  the  author 

the  Pentateuch^  in  which  are  of  the  book   of  Jcjhua^    in 

contained  feveral  promises  of  quoting  them  out  of  that  of 

the  wonders  that  God  was  to  jajher^  had  only  reduced  them 

work  in  favour  of  his  people  to  hiftorical  profe  by  the  con- 

1(10,    But  as  this  is  owing  to  trary  tranfpolitioh.     But  here 

a  (uperftitioas  unwillingnels  in  we  beg  leave  to  obferve»  that 

them  to  oi^-n,  that  any  infpired  it  is  at  leall  a  very  bold  alTumpr 

book  could  be  loft,  they  are  tion  to  fay,  that  a  writer,  who 

hot  followed  by  any  Cbrifidn.  barely  4f  peals^  to  another  for  a 

However  that  be,  M.  Le  Clerc  the  trtitti  oiTa  fingle  inilance^ 

has  taken  the  pains  to  verfify  has  taken  the  whole  from  him* 

(15)  md.  Munft,  in  he. 

H  h  4  The 
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What  Li  CUrc  adds,  that  it  is  more  probable,  tint 
Joflma  Ihould  pray  for  a  longer  day,  when  he  perceired 
the  fun  juft  going  to  leave  him,  than  ivhen  he  was  at  his 
height ;  though  it  carries  a  great  appearance  of  reaibn, 
yet  can  it  by  no  means  conclude  againft  a  pofitive  text, 
backed  ^vith  other  circumftances  equally  ftrong  on  the 
other  fide.  Jojhua  might  have  his  reafons  for  what  be 
did,  though  they  are  not  recorded,  nor  we  able  to  gueb 
at  them.  He  was  an  old  experienced  general,  eager  for 
a  complete  vi£tory,  which  alone  could  fave  his  new  allio 
from  the  impending  ruin,  and  able,  no  doubt,  to  com- 
pute what  time  it  would  take  to  atchieve  it ;  fo  that 
his  fear  of  lofing  any  part  of  it  might  make  him  pnjr, 
that  the  day  might  be  thus  prolonged,  till  he  had  gabcd 
the  whole.  But,  after  all,  where  is  the  unreafonablcoei 
of  fuppofing,  that  Goo,  who  defigned  to  flgnalize thii 
day's  adion,  by  one  of  the  greatefi;  miracles  that  eier 
was  done,  did  himfelf  infpire  the  Hebrew  general  with 
that  wifli  or  prayer,  which  otherwife,  perhaps,  would 
never  have  come  into  his  head  ? 

But  here  it  is  further  objected,  that  the  occafion  was 
too  inconfiderable  to  deferve  fuch  a  fignal  miracle,  iiace 
it  was  only  the  giving  one  inconfiderable  nation  an  ad* 
vantage  over  another,  for  which  the  next  day  might  have 
done  as  well :  but,  fince  this  would  be  to  fet  limits  to 
the  divine  wifdom  and  power,  and  our  author  fccms  not 
to  have  examined  the  cafe  thoroughly  ;  we  beg  leave  to 
do  it  for  him,  and  toihew  it  in  a  fairer  light,  by  reminding 
the  reader,  that  this  battle  was  not  fought  otfcnfively, 
but  defenlively  on  IfraeV%  fide,  and  in  order  to  fave  a 
people,  whom  they  had  folemnly  taken  under  ihtu^x^- 
teflion,  from  being  utterly  deftroyed  upon  that  ^tty  ac- 
count. The  Giheonitesj  as  a  free  people,  had  a  right  to 
take  all  proper  meafures  for  their  fafety  ;  fo  that  Jojhua 

The  mod  that  can  be  feirly  preffions  of  the  fan  and  moon 

concluded  from    fuch  an  ap-  ftanding flillin the mid*heavcn, 

peal  is,  that  the  fad  is  equally  and  of  that  day  being  thereby 

affirmed  by  both,  either  in  the  fo  miraculously  Iengthcncd,was 

f^e  or  equivalent  terms ;  but  no  more   than  that  there  rt- 

fuch  as  an  honeithiflorian  would  mained  Co   much  light  after 

never  have  ufed,  who  had  had  their    fctting,    o:cafioned  by 

the  leail  fufplcion  of  their  be-  fome   unufual     refradioo,  as 

ing  fo  monftroufly  exaggerated  made  the  whole  army  think 

by  poetic  rhapfody;  and«  that  thofe  luniinaries    to    be  M 

dil  that  was  meant  by  thofe  ex-  above  thp  horizon. 

could 
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could  not  but  look  upon  the  confederacy  formed  againft 
them  as  cruel  and  unjuft  ;  and,  confequently,  that  it 
would  have  been  bafe  and  diflionourable  in  him  to  have 
refufcd  them  the  defired  fuccour  upon  any  pretence  what- 
foever  (M), 

Some  other  objeSions  urged  againft  our  fide  of  the 
queftion,  fuch  as  the  intolerable  heat  to  which  Jojhua*^ 
army  muft  have  been  expofed,  had  the  fun  continued  fo 
long  over  their  heads  ;  the  neceflity  there  was  of  their 
flopping  to  refrefli  themfelves  with  fome  fuftenance  ;  and 
laftly,  that  had  Jojhua  wrought  a  miracle  which  fo  far 
exceeded  thofe  of  Mofes^  he  would  have  been  greater 
than  he  ;  thefe,  we  fay,  would  hardly  be  worth  men- 
tioning, were  it  not  to  Ihew  to  what  ftrange  (hifts  a 
favourite  notion  or  fyftem  will  drive  men  of  the  grcatcft 
learning.  For,  firft,  the  excefSve  heat  of  a  vertical  fun 
might  be  allayed  by  interpofing  clouds,  and  refrefliing 
winds :  none  certainly  ought  to  be  more  ready  to  grant 
this  fuppofition,  than  they  who  think,  not  that  that  day 
was  longer,  but  that  more  execution  was  done  in  it  than 
ufual  J.  As  to  the  next,  We  need  not  tell  our  readers, 
that  nothing  is  more  common  in  fuch  exigencies  as  thcfc, 

j:  ItaMAsius,  Grotius.  Le  Clerc  poll  Maimon.  ubifup. 


An 


(M)  To  this  we  may  add, 
that  the  honour  of  God  him- 
felf  was  concerned  in  the  pre- 
fervation  of  bis  new-nuide  pro- 
felytes,  whofe  alliance  with  the 
Jfradites  had  been  ratified  in 
his  name,  by  the  mouth  of  his 
high-prieft.  Upon  thefe  con- 
£derations7^tf/zlofes  no  time, 
b4it  marches  all  that  night  to 
their  afliflance,  and  on  the  next 
day  Xjoq  is  pleafed  to  reward 
liis  faithfalnefs  and  zeal  by- a 
miraculous  victory,  which  not 
only  faves  the  opprelTed  by  the 
total  defeat  of  the  oppreflibrd, 
but  makes  at  once  the  whole 
land  of  Canaan  fenAble,  that 
a  mightier  God  was  on  Ifroih 
fide,  than  any  that  was  wor- 
Oiiped  there,  by  flopping  the 
courfe  of  the  fan  and  moon, 
|he  two  grand  deities  of  thofe 


idolatrous  nations.  Had  If- 
r'aePs  fword  alone  gained  the 
conquefl;^  it  would  have  been 
imputed  to  their  fuperibr  va- 
lour and  flrength;  had  there 
nothing  more  reinarkableliap- 
penedin^t,  than  thie  rain  of 
ftones  or  large  hail,  it  might 
have  been  thought  owing  to 
chance,  or,  at  heft,  been  only 
known  in  that  neighbourhood; 
whereas  the  Hopping  of  (h^ 
two  great  luminaries  la  the 
height  of  their  career,  thus 
univerfally  felt,  could  not  but 
convince  thofe  unhappy  people, 
that  the  gods  which  they  trufl- 
ed  to  were  fubjedl  to  that  of 
Ifratl,  as  well  as  prove  a  moft 
powerful  determent  to  the  lat- 
ter from  felling  into  the  idQla- 
trie?  of  the  former. 

than 
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than  for  the  foldiers,  who  cajr^  their  provifion  in  their 
knapfacks,  to  take  a  piece  ^n  their  hands,  and  eat  it  as 
they  march.  The  laft  thing  objected,  that  fuch  a  miracle 
would  make  Jcfiua  a  greater  itian  than  Mojes^  contnrj 
to  fome  exprefs  texts  of  Scripture,  is  too  jejune  to  de- 
ferve  an  anfwer.  Mofes  and  Jojbua  were  both  inftrumcnts 
in  the  hands  of  God,  to  whofe  g^ry  alone  the  great* 
uefs  of  the  miracle  redounds,  without  adding  any  pre£a- 
ence  to  the  one  over  the  other,  fince  one  mirade  can- 
not be  (aid  to  be  greater  than  another,  with  refped  to 
an  Almighty  power. 

It  is  plain,  then,  that  if  we  admit  the  divine  autbo- 

rity,  we  cannot  but  look  upon  this  tranfadion  as  alt(f^ 

ther  fupernatural,   and  of  the  number  of  thofe  many 

which  God  was  pleafed  to  work  in  flavour  of  the  I/radittt: 

it  will  be,  therefore,  needlefs  to  dwell  much  loiiger  upon 

our  next  inquiry^  how  far  the  fiorm  of  bail^ofm  that 

preceded  it,  was  fo  or  not  ? 

nirain       How£V£R,  though  we  have  ventured  to  give  it  the 

§f  ftwis   name  of  hail,  and  the  original  be  capable  of  that  fenCCf 

that  fill  yet  it  is  plain  to  thofe  that  underftand  it,  that  the  moft 

S^  ^hi  natural  one  is,  that  it  was  a  ihower  of  real  fiones  (M). 
.  "**o*  The  misfortune  is,  that  men  are  apt  to  run  tbemfelves 
*^*  into  greater  difficulties  than   thofe  they   endeavour  to 

avoid  ;  and  whilft  they  take  fuch  care  to  fcreen  themfelves 
from  the  fufpicion  of  being  over-credulous,  efpecially  in 

(M)  The  text  literally  runs  it  is  fo  far  from  being  die  cb- 

l^VLS^And theho^n  caufed great  vious  meaning  of  it,  that  the 

ftones  to  fallf  or  to  be  caji  upon  word  hail  (eems  rather  to  be 

them,  and  many  more  died  by  ufed  here   to  exprefs  i^t  vafi 

the  T^Un  >3DN  abne  habarad,  quantity,   bignefs,  vehemence^ 

the  hail'ftonesy    than  by  jhe  and  execution,  of  thofe  ftones 

fword  i  and  it  is  this  laft  ex-  which  then  fell ;  and  the  ex- 

preflion  that  made  the  Septua-  preflion  of  flying  and  falling  as 

gint,   and,  after  them,   Jofe-  thick  as  hail,  is  not  only  cm- 

fhusiiy),  and  the  author  of  mon  to  all  theantient,  but  is 

Ecclefiafticus  (i8),   to  under-  likewife  retained  in  moft  mo- 

fland  them  of  a  real  hail  of  dern    languages  ;    for  whick 

more  than  ordinary  bignefs,  in  reafon,   feveral    learned  no 

which    there  is  nothing    but  have  underftood  it  of  a  oinh 

whu  is  agreeable  enough  to  the  culous  ihower  of  real  fiones,  ts 

genius  of  the  tongue.     But  on  being  the  moil  eaiy  and  nataid 

the  other  hand  it  is  certain,that  meaning  of  the  text  (19). 

(17)  Ant,  lib*  V.  e,  i.  (18)  Ecclus.  xlvi.  6.  ^,0)  ff.  C^iat, 

Majius^  Bonfnr,  Ger,  Vnjf.  Jwi,  Mtaifini^  aU  mult.  yiJ^  Calm,  i\8trt,  9 
tbf/uhjea.  ^ 

caf« 
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cafes  which  carry  the  appearance  of  a  miracle,  they  iKj^t 
only  call  in  queftion  t;he  moft  pregnant  tieftiiponies  of 
the  like  fa£ls  in  profane  hiftory,  both  antient  and  modern, 
but  likewife  caft  a  diilant  reflection  on  the  divine  hiftor 
-rians,  and  thofe  infpired  writers,  who  have  mentioned  the 
fame  fa<Sts  after  them,  as  if  they  had  defignedjy  rn^de 
choice  of  fuch  terms,  as  would  make  them  a^^ear  GFK>Fe 
Aipernatural  than  they  really  were.  For,  if  nothing  ha4 
fallen  on  the  Canaanites  but  a  common  fhower  of  hail» 
in  which  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  but  the  fize^  , 
why  muft  they  be  fufpefted  of  having  exaggerated  it  a( 
that  prodigious  rate  ? 

But  here  our  two  learned  critics,  Grotius  and  t^e  CUrcj^  Lc  Clerc'f 
who  ufed  to  go  hand  in  hand  before,  have  taken  a  kpz-^^oit  aa* 
rate  traA  :    the  former  believes  them  to  have  bjeer^  real/*'^'- 
ftones,  becaufe  he  finds  many  paraUet  ii^ilances  of  it  19 
|)rofane  hiilory  s  and  indeed  it  is  no  ijnore  than  what  ba^ 
been  fully  proved  by  feveral  eminent  authors  on  that  fide 
of  the  que^ion  1.     Le  Ckrc  has  not  fcrupled  fa,  af^rm, 
that  it  was  nothing  ^Ife  bjut  a  l^ge  fhower  of  hail,  ^  tQ-caH 
teftimonies  alleged  out  pf  lijitory,  mere  f<>)rgeri^,  a^idj^h^ 
endeavours  of  ibme  authors  to  account  6>r  k  in  ^n^^Mral 
^ay,  trifling,   and  not  worth  confuting.     How  ea(y  he 
would  have  jfound  the  taik,  had  he  gone  ferioufly  about 
it,  will  be  beft  known  by  an  impartial  view  of  the  tefti^ 
monies  themfelves,  and  of  what  has  been  urged  to  prove 
the  ppflibility  of  the  thing  from  natural  caufes. 

A  s  to  the  firft,  we  hope  ojur  readers  will  thipk  it  fijf- 
ficient  for  our  purpiofe^  ^o  inftance  in  two  or  three  of  the 
Rioft  pregnant  and  unqueftipnable  fafts  recorded  in  antier^ 
hiftpry,  and  ba<;k  tbeni.  vvith  fpme  few  pf  a  npipre  recen^ 
^;^te,  but  too  authentic  ta  be  fo  ea^ly  eluded  :  and  if  t{^ 
lat;tei:  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  lead  us  ta  an  ea(y  di(cx)-! 
very  of  theii;  Q2M^y,  w^  Q^  not  ^  at  ^  lp£^  fpr  a  fq^ieo^f 
ground  IQ  admil  tbe  ppipSlbility,^  if  ^t  the  refliUty ,  o^  tlp^ 
former.  It  is  no  wonder,  that  they,  who  lived  10  th^  ^c^ 
ages  of  the  worU,  did  look  upon  a  fli^ower  pf  gceai  ftone^^ 
as  too  miraculous  to  be  ciedited  without  ocular  demoiH 
ilration.  Such  prodigies  happen  (b  feldcMa,  that  we  i^nilnftanees 
the  Romans  J  above  a  thouiand  years  after  ^^jk^'^  time^o/itout^ 
very  backward  to  believe  the  report  of  that  Which  MWfiory. 
upon  the  mouhtsun  y/lia,  in  the  reign  of  Tttllus  HojftiliuT^ 
fucceflj)r  to  Numa  Pcmpitlusy  tHh  thcy  had  it  confirmed 
by  thofe  whom  they  fent  thither  on  purpofe  to  examine  it, 

r  G.  J.  Vlt^ss.  in  Iqc,  Calm,  differt.  on  the  fiibjeQ,  and^o.Aer8. 

who 
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who  brought  them  word,  that  the  fa^  was  not  only  true, 
but  that  thofe  ftones  had  fallen  from  the  fkies  in  the  fame 
manner  as  hail  that  is  driven  down  by  the  wind  K  They 
became  in  time  more  familiar,  and  ie(s  queftioned,  efpe- 
cially  after  that  remarkable  one  which  fell  upon  the  £uDe 
mountain,  which  the  fame  author  tells  us  ^  lafted  two 
whole  days.  The  fame,  or  fomething  like  it^  is  likewife 
affirmed  to  have  been  feen  at  Romty  Capua^  Lavtmm^ 
and  fo  manv  other  places  in  Italy^  by  fo  many  authentic 
writers  ^,  that  we  do  not  fee  how  they  can,  with  any 
modefly,  be  called  in  queftion  (N).  We  might  here 
alfo  take  notice  of  fome  other  kinds  of  ftony  rains,  men- 
tioned by  antient  and  modern  authors,   which  are  liB 

iDOfe 

«  T.  Liv.  lib.  1.  dec.  i.  *  Id.  lib.  xxr.  xxx.  k  xm. 

Vid.  Calm,  obi  fnp.  «  Vide  ic  de  bell.  Afric.  c.  47.  Amas. 
bell,  civil,  lib.  iv.    August,  de  dvit.  lib.  iii.  c.  52,  &aL 

(N)  To   thefe  varioos  in-  about  the  fpace  of  feventy-liie 

fiances,  of  which  the  authors  days,  during  which  tune,  f^ 

quoted  above  have  given  us  veral   fplinters  did  oow-ud- 

feveral  other  particulars,  fuch  then  break  off  and  fly  ahout 

as  that  thofe  flones  wl^ich  fell  like  wandering  ftars  before  the/ 

In  that  prodidous  manner  were  fell  down .     The  main  ftone  it- 

fometimes  red-hot,  and  at  other  felf  was  of  fuch  prodigious  big- 

times  cold,  fometimes  like  hard  nefs,  that  Pythagoras  coald  hj 

clods  of  earth,  and  fometimes  no  means  think  with  j^rifi^tle 

like  fand  or  daft ;  we  might  (23),  that  it  had  been  broken 

add  what  is  likewife  recorded  off  from    fome  rock,  aod  at- 

by  others  of  equal  credit,  of  ried  up  into  the  air  by  icaie 

ilones  that  have  been  obferved  vehement   wind  ;    becaufe,  as 

to  be  carried  for  fome  confider-  he   juftly    oUervfs,  it  vtioiM 

able  time  in  the  air,  and  thence  have  been  impoffiblc  for  it  to 

feUen  with  great  violence  upon  have  kept   itfclf  fo  \oivg  faf- 

the  earth.      Such    was    that  pended    there,    as   hamachds 

which  is  mentioned  by  Plu-  affirms  it  to  have  done.  Piiny 

torch  to  have  ^leo  in  Ibrace  who  tells  ut,  that  it  W2s  fliil 

into  the  river  Argas  (2o),which  carefully  preferved  in  his  time, 

Anaxagoras   fenfied    to    have  fays,  that  it    was  wtagnitwdiMt 

hllcn  from  the  fun  {21),  and  w^V,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  on, 

which  the  author,  fro|n  whom  or  waggon,  of  a  dark  burK 

the  former  has  it,  tells  us  (22)  colour.     Such  was  that  like- 

was  obferved  to  fly  about  in  wife  which  is  recorded  toluie 

the  air  like  a  luminous  doud,  fallen  in  Alfac^^  in  the  nidi 

r»o;  ^«  w>.  Ufand,  (11)  Vid,  Dhg.  in  Aaxag.  &  -af.  Jlf-^f. 

tjjLacrf.  (*2)  Damacbus  a^.  Flta,  ub.  fip.  *  (^^  j  Ma^r.-.^ 

0IQ0  It  Ct  7« 

of 
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more  natural,  as  being  occafioned  either  by  vehement  ^^w^ 
hurricanes,  earthquakes,  or  by  fubterranean  fires.  OUaufed  ty 
the  firft  fort  were  thofe  which  fell  upon  and  routed  the  hurricanes 
PerfianSj  when  they  went  to  plunder  the  temple  of  Del- and  earths 
phi  "^y  and  are  affirmed  by  other  travellers  to  be  very  fre-  quakes. 
ijuent  in  fomc  parts  of  America  f .  Thofe  that  fell  upon 
the  Gauls ^  on  the  like  attempt,  are  attributed  to  a 
vehement  hurricane  by  Paufanias^  but  to  an  earthquake 
by  yujiin  ^.  The  laft  fort  is  that,  which  is  caufed  by 
vulcanoes  and  fubterraneous  fires ;  and  thefe  are  fo  well 
known,  that  we  (hall  mention  but  two  remarkable  in- 
ftances  of  it,  of  a  very  late  date ;  namely,  that  which 
preceded  the  furprifing  emerfion  of  the  ifle  of  Santorino 
out  of  the  Archipelago y  in  the  year  1707,  concerning 
which  we  have  the  following  account :  That  a  dreadful 
noife  had  been  heard  feveral  days,  like  that  of  thunder, 
or  of  great  guns,  during  which,  volleys  of  ftones  all  oa 
iire  were  feen  to  rife  out  of  the  fea,  and  to  fly  up  quite 
out  of  fight  like  fo  many  rockets,  and  then  fall  into  the 
fea  again  about  five  miles  from  the  place  whence  they 
-were  thrown  up.  All  this  while  the  air  was  filled  with 
a  thick  fulphureous  fmoke,  mixed  with  cinders,  which 
with  much  difficulty  difperfed,  and  fell  in  fuch  abundance, 
that  the  neighbouring  countries  were  covered  with  it,  and 
with  fmall  ftones  that  fell  upon  it.  The  fame  account 
we  have  of  a  new  ifland  of  one  of  the  Azores  y,  and  fome- 
thing  like  this  Montfaucon  tells  us  happened  in  Italy j 
near  the  village,  of  Tripergola,  after  terrible  JDhocks  and 
earthquakes,  during  which  the  air  was  darkened,  and  the 

^  Vid.  DioD.  SicuL.  Bybl.  lib.  xi.  f  See  Corbal  and 

F£uiLLE£'s  voyages.  ^  Paus.  lib.  i.  Just.  lib.  xxiv, 

fub  fin.  ^  K£RCH£K«  &  al. 

fl 

of  a  Aorm  of  hail,  in  Novent'-  Thrace y   A.  D.  1452,  and  fe* 

ber  29,  1630  (24);  which,  our  veral  others.     For  if  fuch  pro* 

author  (25)  tells   us,  he  has  dlglous  ftones  could  either  be 

ieen  in  the  great  church  QiAn-  ingendred  in  the  air»  or  carried 

xiffem^    where  it  is  Hill  pre-  up  thither  by  the  force  of.  ve« 

fervedy  and  is  like  a  large,  dark  hement  winds,  or  of  fubteira* 

fUnt-ilone,  whofe  fur^ce  haa  neous  fires*    the  like  inay  be 

been  fplintered  by  the  lire,  and  more  reafonably    fuppoftMJ  of 

weighs    near    three   hundred  thoie  which  fell  upon  the  Ca* 

pounds.     Of  the  fame  nature  naanites,    which  had  nothiqg 

were  thofe  which  count  Mar-  fo  extraordinary  either  in  theif 

cellin  relates  to  have  fallen  in  fize,  appearance,  or  efiedts. 

(24}  C€fner.  &  Jnf,  df  Boot,  bift.  la^id,  ^  gtm^  (25}  Calm,  uhifup. 

ground 


478  ne  Hiftory  of  the  JtiFTs  B.  f, 

ground  was  covered  with  ftones  and  dufl,  which  kept 
pouring  down  from  the  fky  during  the  (pace  of  two  days, 
at  the  end  of  which  a  mountain  was  obfcrved  to  have 
reared  itfelf  in  the  midil  of  the  lake  Lucrino  ;  this  hap- 
pened, according  to  our  author,  in  the  year  1538  ^. 
Oihirsin'  The  reader  may  find  feveral  other  iniiances  of  the 
gemdired  like,  and  perhaps  of  a  more  furprifing  nature,  in  fume 
im the  air,  of  the  authors  above-mentioned  S  which  we  forbear  to 
dwell  upon  :  all  that  we  (hall  add  at  prefent,  is  a  remark 
CJr  two  on  the  poflibility  of  fome  fort  of  ftones,  dificrcnt 
from  thofe  of  hail,  being  ingendred  in  the  air,  accord- 
ing to  the  hint  we  have  given  in  the  laft  note.  How 
common  hail  is  formed  in  the  clouds,  is  too  well  known 
to  want  any  explanation  :  that  dud,  fand,  eanh,  and 
Other  fuch  materials,  may  be  carried  up  a  confiderable 
height  into  the  air  by  a  ftrong  whirlwind,  is  no  more 
ihan  what  is  commonly  obferved.  Here  then  we  need  but 
fuppofe,  that  thcfe,  mingling  themfelves  with  bther  exb- 
lations,  whether  fulphureous,  bituminous,  oily,  vitriolinc, 
Hai  with  the  moifture  of  the  clouds,  are  there  conglo- 
merated and  hardened  by  their  own  weight,  by  the  prcf- 
finre  of  the  air  and  clouds,  and  thence  fall  down  when 
Chcy  can  be  no  longer  fupported  (O).     There  is  nothing 


in 


y  Vid.  Montfaucon's  diar.  Ital.  ^  G.  Voss.  Calm. 
ttbi  fup.  Gassend.  in  lib.  x.  Dioc.  Laert.  de  meteor.  Epicur. 

(O)  Of  this  nature  fcem  to  them    weighed   fixfcore,   and 

have  been  thofe,  which,  an  au-  another  fixty  pounds, 

thor  of  credit  (26)  tells    us.  To  all   this   we  may   add, 

M  in  the  neighbourhood   of  that  thefc  rains  of  iloMs  were 

Ahdua^    to    the     number    of  fo  far   from   being  queftioned 

twelve  hundred,  which  he  fays  cither  by  the  Greeki   or    'Ro- 

were  ofthc  colour  of  rully  iron,  mam^  that  they  were   looked 

fmooth    and    hard,    and  of  a  upon   both  by  them,  and  by 

fulphureous  fmell,  not  unlike,  other    lefs  pa[ite  cations,   as 

in  all  thfcfe  rcfpefts,  to  thofe  ominous;  who  therefore  never 

which  arc   commonly    called  failed  of  confliiifing  the  oracfcs, 

thurider-fbnes,  or  bolts.  Thefe,  or  endeavouring  to  avert  the 

he  adds,  were  obferved  to  fall  impending  omen  by  facrificcs, 

from  a  vehement  whirlwind,  and  other  religious  rkes,  which 

which  appeared  like  an  atmo-  are  reported  to  have  lafted  nioc 

fphere  of  fire  j  and  were  fo  days  Hf) ;  inibitilch  that  thcfe 

krgb  and  heavy,  that  one  of  kinds  of  heaehenifli  ^piadow 

(z6)  Cardan,  de  vdriet.  Itb.  xi».  c.  72.             (27)  AJetf,  ah  Ahx.gwaU 

dur.  I,  V.  f.  Z7.  ^.  Calm,  uhi fuf^  ^                         .            . 

4  have 
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in  all  this  but  what  is  natural,  and  might,  for  aught  ap- 
pears to  the  contrary,  have  been  the  cafe  of  that  which  is 
mentioned  in  Jojhua.  We  fee  therefore  no  reafon  for 
having  recourfe  to  allegory  for  fear  of  admitting  the  faft 
to  be  miraculous,  as  Le  CUrc  has ;  nor  to  the  affiftance 
of  good  or  bad  fpirits  to  prove  the  poffibility  of  the  fup- 
pofed  miracle,  as  others  have  done  »  ;  fince,  if  any  thing  •  . 
was  fupernatural  in  it,  it  was  only  the  direSing  of  tlmt 
Aorm  to  fall  juft  at  that  time  and  place  upon  the  flying 
Canaanites.  The  reader  is  at  his  liberty  to  attribute  the 
phenomenon  to  which  of  thefe  fyAems  he  pleafea,  though 
the  feafon  of  the  year,  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  many 
other  circumfiances,  rather  incline  us  to  afcribe  it  to 
the  laft. 

We  return  now  to  Jajhua^  whom  Providence  had  by 
thi^  time  fo  far  figoalized,  not  only  by  the  two  miracles 
laii-mentioned,  but  likewife  by  the  miraculpus.  croffing 
of  the  Jordauy  and  the  fiege  of  Jericho^  that  he  becafste 
refpefted  by  the  whole  Jewijh  nation,  who  fought  under 
him,  and  fo  dreaded  by  all  the  CanaaniUs^  that  a  great 
part  of  the  latter  abandoned  their  country,  and  fled, 
fome  into  /tfia^  others  into  jtfric^  to  avoid  the  viflorious 
arms  of  the  former  (A)  $   all  which  greatly  fecilttattd 

the 
*  Masius,  Bonfrerius,  &  al^ 

Jiave  induced  fome  Chriilians  to  fiinian^  tells  us  was  engraved 
believe,  that  the  devil  was  the  on  fome  pillars  near  the  place 
author  both  of  tbofe  prodigi*  where  Tisir^i/r  now  ftands.im- 
ous  rains,  and  of  the  fuperfti'  porting,  that  thofe  who  iec 
tioas  rites  that  were  ufed  to  them  up  were  the  fugitives 
avert  them  (28),  in  order  to  from  the  face  of  that  great 
confirm  mankind  in  their  ido-  robber  Jojhua^  the  fon  of  iVa», 
latry.  be  of  any  weight,  there  will 
(A)  This  Is  what  the  learn-  be  ho  doubt  made,  that 
cd  B$chart  hath  taken  great  great  multitudes  fled  from  the 
pains  to  prove  ( i ),  tho*  a  la-  conquering  fword  of  the  Hit- 
ter author  &ems  not  altogether  bre^jj  general,  the'  not  per- 
io  well  fatisfied  with  his  argu-  haps  in  fuch  larg^  numbers^ 
ments  (2).  We  haveBotroom  or  into  fo  many  countries,  as 
to  enter  into  the  merit  of  the  the  former  hath  fhppoicd.  And 
controverfy  $  bat  if  there  be  where  is  the  improbability  or 
any  truth. in  the  inibriptioo,  wonder,  that  they  fhould  flee 
which  F;i9r^Vr/,  who  lived  in  from  certain  ruin,  who  were 
the  reign.  oC^the  elnperor-^^'  feated  ia  near  tho^Fiiiffiines 

Ui)  ^<A  il£^«  in  Jojb.  X.  (i)  Pi^faf,  iM  lii.  dt  toiw,  ^fermm 

not 
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fbe  land  the  conqueft  of  the  country,  which,  as  was  lately  hinted, 

divided,  was,  in  feme  mcafure,  completed  in  lefs  than  feven  years, 
Year  of  and  divided  between  the  tribes  by  lot,  in  the  manner  we 

the  flood  have  (hewn  in  the  geography  of  Palejline  -f.  Calebs  the  fon 
9^4-      of  Jephunnehy  was  immediately  put  in   poffeflion  of  the 

Bef.Chr.  mountainous  parts  of  'Judah^  and  of  Hebron^  which  had 
'444*    been  affigned  to  him  by  God  ^\  after  which  the  tribe  of 

^^'■V*^  Judah^  of  which  he  was  chief,  that  of  Ephraim^  and  the 
other  half- tribe  of  Manajfehj  had  like  wife  their  lots  af- 
figned  to  them.  Jojhua  then  fent  proper  perfons  to  fur- 
vey  the  land,  and  to  bring  him  an  account  of  it,  wfailft 
he  and  the  reft  of  the  tribes  were  aiTembled  at  Shilob  \ 
and  he  divided  to  each  their  portion,  according  to  tbeir 
refpeflive  lots  ^  ;  which  being  done,  Jojhua  had  the  ter- 
ritory of  Timnatb'ferahy  in  the  mountains  of  Ephraim, 
allotted  for  his  inheritance  by  the  whole  people ;  and  dicrc 
he  built  the  city  of  that  name,  and  made  it  his  chief  re- 
fidence  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  c. 

Cities  of      His  next  care  was  to  appoint  three  cities  of  refuge  on 

^^fV'  ^^^  fiAt  Jordatty  according  to  God's  command  j  and 
thofe  likewife,  which  were  to  be  allotted  to  the  priefts  and 
Leviiesy  in  number  forty-fix,  which  we  have  already  fpokcn 
of  elfewhere  *.  "As  for  the  altar,  which  God  com- 
manded likewife  to  be  fet  up  on  mount  Ebalj  together 
with  bleffings  and  curfes  on  that  and  mount  Gtriixm^ 
together  with  an  epitome  of  the  A^ofalc  law  ^  5  all  this 
had  been  done  foon  after  the  taking  of  the  cities  of  '^ir'i- 
cho  and  Ai^  and  before  the  famed  vidlcry  over  the  united 

f  See  vol.  ii.  p.  455,  &  fcqq.  ^  Jofh.  xiv.  6,  &  feqq. 

^  Ibid,  xviii.  xix  pafT.  ^  Jbid.  ver.  50,  &  feqq.  *  S« 

before,  p.  gr,  «Sc  Icqci.         <^  Dcut.  xxvii.  4,  ^  feqq. 

not  yct-fiibdued,  and  from  than  what  had  beta  foretold  by 
thence  might  eafily  crnhark  71%^/  and  Jojhua,  that  they 
themfclves  in  fcarch  of  more  fliould  be  left  to  be  as  ibonii 
peaceable  habitations?  How-  in  their  fjdcs,  and  fcourges  on 
ever,  it  appears  upon  the  their  back,  as  often  as  titfj  re- 
whole,  that  there  remained  a  belled  againfl  God.  Accord- 
fufficicnt  number  of  them  be-  ing  to  which  predidion  we 
hind,  to  mafee  the  flrongeft  fhall  fee  them  in  the  nat  i«- 
and  bokleft  oppofitlon  againft  <^ion  as  often  groaning  ai«kr 
the  IJraelifes,  not  only  during  the  feverefl  thraldoms,  as  their 
Jo/Jua\  life,  but  much  more  f-'equent  apoftafies  drew  tide 
during  all  the  time  of  the  judgments  upon  them. 
ju.iges ;  which  was    no  more 


C.  VII.  from  their  Egyptian  Bondage^  Sec.  481 

Canaanites^  lately  fpok.cn  ot  ^  ;   foon  after  which  he  made  Year  of 
that  hafty  treaty  with  the  Gibeonitesy  by  which  tlicy  Hived  the  flood 
themfelves  from  the  common  deftrucftion,  and  of  which     901. 
we  have  fpokcn   in  a  former  volume  d.     He  had   nowBef.  Chr. 
nothing  left  to  do,  but  to  difmifs  the  two  tribes  and  half,     Ht7- 
which  had  been  feated  on  the  other  fide  the  Jonlnn^  and  ^-/*V>w^ 
were  come  to  affift  their  brethren  in  the  conqueft  of  Ca* 
naan^  and  were  now  begging  leave  to  return  to  their  fa- 
milies ®.     Jo/hua  readily  complied  with  their  requelV,  and 
caufed  them  to  be  honourably  difmiffed  by  the  heads  of 
the  tribes  5    but  in  their  return  homewards,  before  they  ^«  ^^//^zr 
landed  on  the  other  fide  the   Jordan^  they  refolved  toreared  up 
erefl:  an  altar  of  a  prodigious  fize  upon  the  border  of  that^^'^^  '■«''• 
river,  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  rthxxon  tribes, 
they  bore  to  the  other  tribes,  and  of  the  wonders  which 
God  had  wrought  in  their  favour.  ' 

This   laudable  adlion  was  fo  far  miftaken,  howevtr.  Year  of 
both  by  yojhua  and  the  reft  of  the  people,  that  they  took  the  flood 
great  umbrage  at  it,  infomuch  that  heafTembled  the  heads      904. 
at  ShiUh^  where  it  was  refolved  to  enter  into  a  bloody  Bef.  Cbr. 
war  againft  them,  in  cafe  tbey  did  not  difculpate  them-     H44- 
felves  from  the  crime  of  rebellion  and  apoftafy,  which  ^s-'^'V^^ 
this  new   altar  had  given  caufe  to  fufpeft  them  guilty 
of.     He  accordingly  deputed  ten  of  the  chiefs,  witli  Phi-' A  deputa^ 
nehas  the  high-prieft's  fon  at  their  head,  to  come  and  m'-Jionfent  to 
quire  into  the  reafon  of  their  erefting  it  ;    feeing  they  ^^^*«  ^J' 
could  not  be  ignorant  how  exprefly  they  had   been  forbid  Jo"^^^» 
by  God  to  offer  up  any  facrifices  any-where,  but  at  the 
place  which  he  himfeif  fhould  appoint ;  and  to  declare  to 
them,  that  in  cafe  they. had  formed  any  fuch  fchifmati- 
cal  defign,  the  other  nine  were  refolved  to  oppofe  it  with 
all  their  might. 

Phineh  AS  failed  not  to  deliver  his  meflfage  in  theftrong- 
cft  terms,  and  to  remind  them  of  the  danger  which  th6 
bringing  of  any  new  worfhip  would  expofe  them  to ;  but ' 
was  agreeably  furprifed  to  hear  them  take  Gob  to  witr 
nefs,  that  they  had  not  built  that  fumptuous  altar  witK 
a  view  of  oiFering  any  facrifices  upon  it,  but,  on  the  con^* 
traryi  to  prevent  their  pofterity  being  debarred  by  their 
brethren,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  privilege  of  coming  anA 
offering  them  at  the  place  which  God  ihould.  appoint^' 
under  pretence  that  Providence  had  feparated  them  from 
the  commonwealth  of  Ifraely  by  fcttiog  the  river  Jardam 

See  Jofli.  viii.  30,  &  fcqq.  ^  Ibid.  ix.  3,  Sc  feqq. 

Sec  vol.  ii.  p.  204.        •  Jolh.  xiii.  paflf. 
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9!^  a  barrier  between  them.  Their  anfwer  was  couched  in 
fuch  fubmiflive  terms,  and  accompanied  with  fuch  phia 
tokens  of  fmcerity,  as  gave  to  the  deputies,  and  foon  after 
to  Jojhua  and  all  the  IfraeliteSy  all   the  fatisfa£^ion  they 

Year  of    could  wifh  ^.    After  this,  Jojhua  governed  the  Ifraekijh 

the  flood  commonwealth  peaceably  during  the  fpace  of  feventeen 
922.     years  5  when,  finding  himfelf  drawing   to  his  end,  he 

Bet.  Chr.  caufcd  all  the  heads  of  the  tribes  to  aflemble  at  Shechem  (B) ; 
1426.     3„j  having  reminded  them,  in  a  very  pathetic  fpeech,  of 

^^^^"'^''^  all  the  wonders  which  God  had  wrought  in  their  favour, 
and,  how  much  it  was  their  intereft»  as  well  as  duty,  to 
continue  Aedfaft  in  their  obedience  to  him,  exhorted  diem 
to  renew  their  covenant,  which  they  readily  did,  and 
confirmed  it  with  an  oath,  which  he  caufed  to  be  regiffred, 
and  a  new  monument  to  be  ereAed  in  memory  of  ft^ 
near  the  great  oak  that  is  in  Shechem  :  he  expired  (boo 
after,  in  the  iioth  year  of  his  age  6,  and  was  buried  in 
the  border  of  bis  inheritance  in  Timnath^ferahy  in  the 
uibe  of  Ephraim^  on  the  north  fide  the  hill  of  Gaajh  ^  (C). 

His 


^  Joih.  xxii.  pair  ^  Ibid.  c.  ult.  ver.  29. 

50.    See  alfo  xix.  50.  &  Judg.  ii.  9. 


Mbid. 


(B)  Some  manufcripts  fay,  at 
Shiloh,  where  the  ark  was,  and 
where  the  heads  of  the  tribes 
are  faid  to  have  prefented 
themfelves  before  the  Loro^ 
that  is,  at  the  court  of  the  ta- 
bernacle, for  there  the  ark  was, 
and  not  at  Shechem  (3) ;  from 
which  fome  have  imagined, 
that  Jojhua  had  caufed  it  to  be 
brought  thither,  but  without 
any  foundation.  However, 
Sbiioh  and  Shechem  were  about 
10  or  12  milesafunder(4),and 
JoJkueC^  habitation  was  about 
half-way  between  them  ;  and, 
as  the  text  fays,  that  he  ga- 
thered  all  the  tribes,  as  well 
as  their  heads,  judges,  and 
jnagiilrates,  it  is  very  likely 
the  former,'  who  jnuft  be  fup- 


pofed  to  have  compofed  a  large 
camp,  were  gathered  at  5y/- 
chem^  where  was  a  fpadoas 
plain  large  enough  to  contain 
them  (5),  whilft  the  heads  of 
the  tribes  went  widi  their  ge- 
neral to  Shiloh^  to  ratify  tb«r 
covenant  with  Goo,  in  the 
moft  folcmn  manner,  before 
the  door  of  the  tabemadc; 
after  which  they  returned  ro 
Shechem^  and  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  whole  hoft,  ^^' 
ed  the  pillar  or  mononect 
there  mentioned,  in  memory  of 
this  folemn  tranfaftion. 

(C)  This  great  general, 
whofe  original  name  of  OUt^ 
was  changed  as  is  fuppofed  by 
Mffjesy  into  that  of  ^^^^^ 
fignifying   a  faviour,  fuch  as 


(3)  Jop  xvHi.  I.  (^)  See  voL  ii.  p,  464,  fuh  not, 

#  4 


C.  VII.   from  their  Egyptian  Bondage^  &c. 

His  death  was  foon  followed  by  that  of  Eleazar  the  high- 
prieft,  who  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Phinehas :  by  degrees 

the 
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he  approved  himfelf  in  the  fe- 
quel,  is,  by  the  generality  of 
the  learned,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  author  of  the  book 
called  by  his  name  ;  and  it  is 
plain  by  the  word  w^,  ufed  by 
the  hiilorian  in  fpeaking  of  the 
miraculous  paflHge  over  Jor- 
dan (6),  that  he  was  one  of 
thofe  that  paiTed  it ;  and  the 
book  itfelf  concludes  with 
affirming,  that  Jojhua  wrote 
all  theie  tranfadions  in  the 
book  of  the  law  of  Gop  (7), 
or  as  an  appendix  to  thofe 
\vhichM7/2rj  had  written  before. 
His  great  charadler,  drawn  by 
Jefm  the  fon  of  Sirach,  men- 
tions his  fucceeding  that  law- 
giver in  his  prophetic  fpirit  (8), 
Cs'f.  and  both  Jews  and  the 
generality  of  Chriftians  have 
acknowleged  it  as  his,  and  as 
a  canonical  book.  Neverthe- 
lefs  there  are  here-and-there 
feme  expreilions  which  have 
been  objeded  by  fome  critics 
and  commentators  againil  that 
opinion,  but  which  may  be 
eaiily  accounted  for,  by  iup- 
pofing,  as  we  have  elfewhere 
hinted,  that  this,  as  well  a^ 
fome  other  books,  had  received 
fome  additions  and  illuArations 
from  fome  fubfequent  infpired 
writers.  Thus  the  laH  jchap- 
ter  of  Dfuterommy^  which 
gives  an  account  of  Mofes*^ 
death,  might  be  written  by  Jo- 
Jhua^  and  that  of  his  own  death 
by  Samuel,  and  fo  on  of  the 
reft  ;  and  it  is  commonly  own- 


ed   by  Jews  and  Chriftians^ 
that  E%ra^  when  he  coUeded 
the  facred  cannon,  made  fome  . 
farther   additions  to  it,  as  he 
was  likewife  an  infpired  writer 

(9)v 
The  time  in  which  this  book 

appears  to  have  been  written, 
*i;;z.  before  Rah  ah*  %  death, 
feems  to  confirm  the  opinion  of 
Joflsua  being  the  author  of  it ; 
for  it  mentions  his  fa^uing 
her  and  her  family,  and  her 
continuing  among  the  Ifraelites 
mto  this  day  (10).  And  here, 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
verb  DU/ni  njatejheh,  being  An- 
gular and  feminine,  cannot  re- 
late to  her  family,  but  to  her ; 
and,  2.  that  as  he  fays  no  more 
of  her  than  that,  it  mud  have 
been  written  before  ihe  was 
married  to  Salmon^  who  was 
head  of  the  tribe  of  Judab  \ 
elfe  it  is  not  likely,  that  he 
would  have  omitted  that  cir- 
cumftance.  To  this  we  may 
add,  that  Jojhua  was  the  only 
infpired  writer  of  that  age  that 
we  read  of ;  and,  when  he  had 
once  £ni(hed  the  divi&on  of  the 
land  between  the  tribes,  it  was 
natural  for  him  to  fpend  the 
interval  between  that  and  his 
death,  in  continuing  an  account 
of  all  the  gioriou^'  tranfa£Uons 
he  had  been  an  eye-witnefs  of, 
and  had  had  fo  great  a  ihare 
in,  beginning  where  Mofes  left 
off*,  and  ending  at  this  folemn 
afTembly,  ana  filling  up  his 
narrative  with  a  general  ac* 


(6}'Ci&.  V.  !•  (7)  Ibid^  c,  ult.  ver*  a6. 

I,  S^frff*        (9  J  FridtatfX,  connetl,  part  u  kook  y. 


(8)  Eccius.  c.  xJvi. 
(io)7*/'.vi.25. 
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the  refl:  of  the  feventy  elders,  who  had  outlived  J^JIm, 
died  alfo  ;  and  with  them,  one  would  think,  not  only  all 
the  remembrance  of  Jojhuay  and  of  their  late  covenant 
fo  folemnly  ratified  by  all  the  tribes,  but  likcwife  all  fenfe 
of  religion,  fear  of  God,  or  regard  of  his  laws,  had  died; 
jnfoniuch  that  Jofljua  had  been  fcarcely  dead  twenty  years, 
before  we  find  them  funk  into  the  greateft  anaitrhy  ami 
idolatry,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  the  next  fedtion. 


count  of  the  fettlement  of  each 
tribe  under  his  care,  that  re- 
G6ar(e  might  be  had  to  it  as  to 
an  undifputable  record  in  all 
future  contentionB  about  their 
rel^pedive  inheritances  (11). 

The  Samtiritani  have  a  book 
of  Jo/bua  containing  47  chap- 
ters, fome  of  them  filled  with 
jejune  and  fabulous  fhvies,  and 
on  that  they  found  their  pre- 
tences againfl  the  Jeivs.  This 
bdok  was  never  printed  that  we 
know  of ;  only  one  manufcript 
df  It  was  prefented  to  the  li- 
brary of  Lijieny  by  Jofefh 
Scaliger,w\iich  is  written  in  the 
Arabic  tongue,  but  in  Samari- 
tun  charadlers  (12).  The  Jenjos 
acknowlege  no  other  book  of 
Jofliua  but  that  we  have  in  our 


Bibles;  but  attribute  to  hun 
the  compofing  of  a  ceitiiii 
prayer,  which  they  commoplv 
repeat,  at  leaft  in  part,  at  tbe 
going  out  of  their  fynagogoe, 
and  is  to  this  parpoie,  thari: 
belongs  to  them  to  praifi:  the 
great  Creator  of  heaven  aii 
earth,  who  hath  granted  them 
an  inheritance  ineHimtblr 
richer,  €sf  c .  than  to  the  left  of 
the  nations  of  the  ear^Ji  -ijl. 
The  Mohammedans  have  ftoffti 
his  life  with  many  more  traDf- 
aditons  than  we  have  recorded; 
but  mofl  of  them  fo  ftbfllo* 
and  puerile,  as  to  deferve  no 
farther  mention  :  the  reader 
may  fee  them  in  the  audior 
underquoted  (14). 


{11)  Sec  Sbui'kford,  uhi  fup,  p.  498,  (f  fcfj.  (12)  Fjpru\  sftcrj^o, 

l\  Ti  p.  876,  f^  fci^q.  (13)  Vugettf,  tela  ignta^  />.  225,  (T/'H' 

(14)  Z>*  Herbeht^  btbl*  orienh  [ub  njoc.  Jojcbotua. 
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Concerning  tbeRiJi  and  Progrefs  of  Idolatry^  TFttcb- 
crafty  and  other  Superftitions  introduced  among 
the  Jews; 

[  A  S  we  have  hitherto  feeii  the  iriiferable  effeais  of  thofc 
Jl\  three  epidemic  evils,  which  had  fo  long  and  univerr 
K  ially  infe£bd  the  world,  and  more  particularly  with  refpefib 
I  to  the  Ifraelites^  oh  whom  it  brought  all  thofe  heavy  pui 
I  hifhments  and  thraldoms,  which  we  have  (poken  of  m  the 
I  laft  fedion,  we  hope  our  readers  will  not  think  it  foreign  t» 
j  the  deftgn  of  a  work  like  this^  if  we  clofe  this  volumel 
t<  with  a  fnort  Wf\\jAty  into  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  them^ 
j  .efpecially  fmce  we  (hall  find  them,  in  the  next,  to  have  beeii 
:  fo  obftinately  rooted  into  that  blind  and  ungrateful  nation; 
^'  as  to  have  proved  the  main,  if  not  fole,  caufe  of  the  total 
^  extin<9iion  of  one  of  their  monarchies,  and  of  a  (everti 
[    fcventy  years  captivity  to  the  other. 

With  refpe£l  to  idolatry  ;  thofe  who  believed,   thai 

inankind  fprang  up  out  of  the  earth  like  muihrooms,  af« 

firmed,  ihsit  fear  made  the  firji  gods  ^\  others  have  thought^ 

that  the  beauty  of  the  fun,  moon  and  ftari,  their  bright- 

tiefs  and  ufefulnefs,  &c.  induced  men,  at  firft^*  to  worwip 

them,  as  havgig  fome  divine  power,  and  afterwards  to 

ere£l  and  confecrate  flatues,  altars,  and  temples  to  them, 

to  fupply  their  abfence,  when  they  were  got  below  our 

hemifphexe..    The  Jewi^  particularly  the  author  of  the 

book  of  Wijdom^  reduce  the  rife  of  idolatry  to  thefe  three 

caufes^}  Vfz.  i.Tbe  extreme  fondnefs  of  a  father  that  hath 

.  loft  a  dear  child,  and  who,  to  comfort  himfelf  for  his  lofs^ 

hath  his  piAure  drawn  Or  carved,  and  caufes  fome  kind  of 

homage  or  worfhip  to  be  paid  to  it ;  2.  The  beauty  and 

.  excellence  of  the  pictures  or  carvings ;  and,  3.  The  ikill 

of  the  carviec  in  flone,  isfe.  to  which  another  learned  Jew 

,  hath  added  fome  others  ^ ;  which  we  fiiall  pafs  by,  as  not 

coming  to  our  prefent  ptirpofe  :  for  if  we  would  find  the 

.  true  fpring-bead  of  idolatry,  we  muft  feek  it  in  the  de- 

.pravity  of  human  nature^  its  ignorance,   pride,  vanity, 

*  Vid.  LccjiET.  1.  V.         ^  Ci.  xiii.  xiv.  xv.        •  Mai- 
AiON.  tra6l.  AbodaliZarah. 
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upruly  pailions,  our  weak  and  iiii  per  feci  notions  of  tbc 
Godhead,  our  miftaken  ones  of  his  Providence,  an  ct- 
itravagant  felf-love,  wrong  notion  of  happinefs,  fear  of 
evil,  an  inordinate  itch  of  prving  into  futurity,  too  violent 
a  paflion  or  regard  for  an  hultand,  wife,  child,  or  fiicnd; 
and  many  others,  which  are  obvious  to  every,  thinking  pcr- 
fon  :  all  which  being  fo  predomin^t  in  man  from  die 
fall,  hath  made  many  of  the  fathers  and  yewijh  dofiors 
imagine,  that  idolatry  was  as  rife  before  the  flood,  as  we 
find  it  to  have  been  hnce  ;  though  the  generality  of  them 
rather  think,  that  it  did  not  begin  till  fome  ages  after  dot 
dreadful  epoch,  and  that  Haniy  or  his  fon,  were  theM 
inventors  of  it"^  s  of  which  we  ihall  fay  fomethiDgnuve 
by-and-by. 

We  do  not  defign,  however,  to  run  throu^  a  bog 
defcant  about  the  manifold  opinions  of  the  learned  aiout 
this  matter  ;  becaufe  we  think,  that  they  have  not  a 
great  way  for  the  caufes  of  it,  and  overlooked  thoK  more 
natural  ones,  which  were  juft  at  their  elbow.  But  here, 
with  refped  to  the  firfl;  of  thefe  evils,  we  would  be&i 
from  rcjeding  that  probable  opinion  of  fonfie  judiciott 
m^n  ^,  which  fetches  its  origin  from  the  promifemarietd 
Adaniy  of  the  feed  of  the  woman^,  or  the  Mia^iAH 
ahd  Mediator  ;  from  the  progenitorfiiip  of  whomHoA 
and  Canaan  having  been  excluded,  for  their  isrtverent  In^ 
haviour  towards  their  naked  father,  our  authors  fuppofe 
Canaan  might  be  induced  to  obliterate  and  revenge  that 
Jofs  and  difgrace,  bv  corrupting  the  true  meaning  of  the 
prophecy  ;  and,  inftead  of  one  Mediator,  to  be  bom  in 
after-ages,  of  the  line  of  &him^  to  introduce  the  worlhip 
of  a  multiplicity  of  them  ;  not  of  human  race,  bur  of 
fome  fuperior  nature  among  their  pofterity.  AnJ,  if  '^ 
be  at  leaft  a  very  probable  opinion,  as  we  havclhcwnin 
fevcral  parts  of  this  volume  %  that  it  viras  this  very  Mes- 
siAH,  whoappeared  in  fome  viTible  ihape,  and  hadfre- 
quent  intercourfes  with  j^daniy  and  the  patriarchs j  or 
even  fuppofing  thefe  apparitions  were,  as  others  will  have 
them,  only  thofe  of  angels,  deputed  by  God,  and  fpcak- 
ing  in  his  name  ;  but  from  whofe  intercourfe  he,  aod  his 
curfed  pofterity,  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  to  have  been 
excluded  ;  how  natural  was  it  for  him  to  arrogate  a(u- 
periority  over  his  rival,  as  well  in  the  numbe?  and  fr^ 
quency,  as  m  the  intimacy  and  excellence  of  thofe  hci- 

.  trX'^'  ^^^''^/-  ^1^^^-     LACTANT.de  fair   reLg.  \'L 
«  Vid.  inter  al.  Anx.  m  Pentateuch.  f  Vklii  inttr  i! 

Fg-26i,  (T).   287,(0,   &alib.  .ir«c«wr 

vcnly 
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Vcnly  vifit6rs,  by  rearing  an  infinite  multitude  of  altars  to 
them  !  Thus,  for  inftance,  Egypt  was  the  place  where 
'  Canaariy  if  not  Bam^  fixed  his  abode  5  and  how  thriving 
a  foil  it  proved  for  thofe  kinds  of  idolatrous  monuments, 
'  may  be  cafdy  feen  by  what  we  have  already  faid  in  the  hi- 
-  ifory  of  that  country  g;  whereas  the  holy  patriarchs,  who 
I    ofFered  their  facrifices  to  thfc  true  God  upon  thofe  altars 

5  only/  which  they  occafionally  reared  in  thofe  places  where 
i   he  appeared  to  them,  having  but  a  very  fmall  number  of 

6  them,  appeared  vaftly  inferior  to  them,  in  this  relpefl,  in 
\i  the  eyes  of  an  ignorant  world. 

,1  But  though  this  accounts  probably  enough  for  the  rife 
3  of  polytheifm,  or  the  worlhip  of  inferior  deities ;  yet  it 
leaves  us  wholly  in  the  dark  about  the  more  abfurd  and 
iS  unnatural  woruiip  of  ftocks  and  ftones  under  various  fi- 
ki  gures  of  the  planets,  and  of  feveral  parts  of  the  animal 
0i  Sind  vegetable  creation  ;  which  is  more  particularly  the 
g^  fubjed  of  our  prefcnt  inquiry.  For  we  cannot  fee  which 
|i  vray  thefe  can  be  faid,  in  any  fenfe,  to  have  been  intro- 
gj  duced  in  confequence  of  the  former.  Thofe,  indeed, 
j\  who  think  them  to  have  been  dedicated  to  the  fun,  moon^ 
^g|  and  ftars,  and  to  fupply  their  abfence,  do  indeed  fuppofe^ 
jj  that  their  votaries  imagmed,  that  they  received  a  particular 
^  virtue  from  the  moment  of  their  being  confecratcd  to 
^  them  s  and  that  the  inferior  deities  or  angels,  who  prefided 
j  in  the  one,  did  then  begin  to  refide  in  the  other :  but  tho* 
J  this  may  probably  have  been  the  cafe  in  procefs  of  time,  yet  it 
doth  not  appear  to  us  to  account  naturally  enough  for  the; 

*  firft  introdudion,  cither  of  the  theory  or  pradice.     And, 
T    as  for  thofe  who  derive  them  from  the  cuflom  of  deifying 

their  heroes,  and  erecting  ftatues  and  monuments  to  them  j    ' 
^     which  came  in  time  to  be  worftiiped,  inftead  of  the  proto-. 
types,  we  tan  by  no  means  agree  to  them,   becaufe  it 
doth  not  appear  to  us,  that  thofe  apotheofes  began   j^ny 

*  thing  fo  early  as  the  times  we  are  fpeaking  of  i  tney  fccoi 
irather  to  havcbeicn  introduced  in  confequence  of  this  no^ 

*  tion  of  polytheifm  j  for  we  meet  with  inftances  of  idola- 
'  try  from  theearlieft  ageff  of  the  flood,  but  nothing  of 

*  thtCt apothHifrs  till  very  many  centuries  after  it;  when 

*  jmen  came  to  deify  their  monafchs,  beloved  relations,  ^c<.. 
^  as  we  (hall  have  occafioii  to  fhew  through  the  courfe  of 

*  this  work  ;  fo  that  We  muft  feek  elfewhere  for  tJie  fourc© 
'  j^i  idolatry.    For,  as  to  what  we  have  faid  on  this  head 

» ■      • 

»  Vid.  fupra,  vol.  i.  p.  jgo.  &  467,  U  fcqq.  ii.  pag,  27,  ft 
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.  ve  ()M  Bot  ^vc  itiuour  j>ail^cnhf'%»^ft4!f4«f«l^« 

"^;  fbribiirWiotu  kindi  ot'tHjO^^Wf^fttumimit 
3it(i^eaure8  of  tint  'or  other  mMbtai'  txtemtiiigtib 
•^IfiiptWiifoiis  andtonfcnftcdWjrtlwJbjy.r-^-  ;^"'-  ^ - 
-'   ''BWT,  !l«  tb  us,  we  rather  ^iRk)'tlwt-'ffK^«rign#I 

'  progrefs  of  itlolatry  is  plainly  pointed  out  to  iM  in  the  it- 
count  whi':h  Afejes  gives  us  of  Laban  and  Jacnb'i  pn- 
ingh.  Xhe  reader  may  remember,  that  thefe  two,  ifitr 
a  Uinrp  conteft,  being  ready  to  depart,  the  one  into  Mi- 
futiiitamia,  and  ihc  otiier  into  Canaan^  agreed  to  \xai 
tiiemfelves,  and  tlieir  poflerity,  by  a  folemn  oath,  on  both 
fides,  to  live  in  peace  and  friendlhip  with  each  otbo. 
Now  the  way  they  to?k  to  ratify  and  perpetuate  ^mt- 
tnory  of  this  covenant,  was  the  rearing  up  an  bnp  of 
fioncs  in  the  place ;  which  fcems,  therefore,  to  hwe 
been  founded  upon  fomc  antlent  and  common  cuittm  of 
that  nature,  and  well  known  to  them  both ;  and  wily 
difFerentiy  interpreted  by  them,  according  to  their  i'lSmm 
religions,  yaisb,  who  was  a  worfhiper  of  the  liueGon, 
called  this  monument  Gaked,  or  Gall-hed,  an  hnp  t* 
witnefs  ;  that  is,  an  authentic  record  of  his  having  ap- 
pealed to  the  God  of  heaven  for  the  ^ithful  peifrnnitirr 
W^i'i^^itfiiaM,  en  hij'iHlR:  thfo  #«»:dQifliMtbc 
pure  original  fenfc  of  thii  cereaittny.  -  iiiah(^,  on  ^ 
other  ha!pd,  interprets  it  accenJing   to  the'corrupt  tho- 

'  ^gy  of'his  time  and  country,  in  temts  to  thia  eSed; 
'iois  he^t)  he  both  a  GaUed,  or  record  of  eur  iBBtial  oA, 
nosoni  vf-bamrnitvphah,  and  Blfo  a  Wstii^nan,  orndRti 


f  watch-tower,  frcm  which  the  ^ada^  ihttit,  tiatd 
Abraham,  and  that,  -or  thofe,  of  Nah&r,  ^amfVAMvi 
^uniili' the  tnuifgrclTor,  when  wc  ctime  tebcit  fw^i 
<liltance  &om  each  other,  diat  there  will  be  veia  die  0 
ice  and  judge  between  ui. 

'.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  £0}int*3-worifs  might  be  op>- 
jble  of  a,  more  figurative  conftruAioini  -did  dottlKamT 
irhicbbe  made  after  his  godsi,  fiicw  hnn  to  have  beoi  (vk 
.a  thorouf^paced  idolater,  as  to  be  incapaUe  of  ba<l 
;.'vnderlloDd  in  any  other  fcnfe.  This  maAc  Jaait  «l0i 
;)fOubdefs,  could  beft  judge  of  his-  mieaning,  as^f 

•  itwL        *  GeB.iaan.4,&lM^.         1  lWiwr.3". 
mi* 
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SMrpict  rearing  by. My  other  oath  than  by  the  drcad^.  that 
'iSiby  the  G0D9  pf  his  father  Ifaac  K 
.  :.  HowEVB^j  ^ith  Te£pt£t  to  this  folcnui  ceremony  of 
t^^fyiv^.t^t  ttiutvta\  covenant,  it  plainly  appears  to  have 
beenoric^nte  ftanding)  fo  that  from  this  antient  cuftom 
of  ere£^ing  monuments  in  memory  ofy  an4  as  a  fan£lion 
/to,  any  fdkmii  agreenlent&,  proceeded  the  notion,  that 
fom^  deify  took  ifs  reiktence  there,  in  order  to  punifh 
<be  infringers,  3n4  hlef^  the  religious  obfervers  of  them. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  but  what  is  exactly  agreeable  tq 
fte  polytheiftlcal  theology  of  thofe  dark  and  degenerate 
time$ ;  to  which  we  may  add,  that  policy  might  have  no 
fmall  hand>  if  not  in  deviTmg,  at  les^  in  encouraging, 
4:oniirming,  a^d  improving  this  notion  into  a  religious 
beliefif  and  thefe  ftatues  a^id  monuments  in^  a  religious 
tvoribipj  till  at  length  not  only  the  fun,  moon,  ftajs, 
^ut  even  |U>ct^  and  ftones,  w^re  raifed  to  this  office,  and 
fTV^  th6  objefiis  of  the  people's  adoration,  though  look- 
1^  upon  ^th  by  priefis  and  politicians,  and  by  the  de- 
nning part  of  mankind,  as  niere  fcare-crows,.  to  over- 
awe the  igporant.  This  is,  indeed,  the  moft  that  they 
^ver  did,  even  when  idolatry  was  at  the  height ;  whilft 
the  more  cunning  fort  laughed  at  them,  and  only  matle 
|hem  ferve  tiicir  own  ends. 

T  » TE    next   improvement    might  be  that  of  witch- 
<:f  aft ;  mid  the  fame  kind  of  policy  might  oblige  thofe' 
Jkfachiavels  to  wink  at,  if  not  to  encourage,    a  num'e- 
|ou$  herd  of  inferior  knaves,  as  muft  naturally  be  bred 
eut  of  die  drcgd  of  this  corrupt  theology,  under  the  de- 
liominations  of  aftrok^ers,   inchanters,   forcere;rs,    tc;ra- 
phim-n>akers,«  retainers  of    familiar  fpirits,   foothfayersj 
L.foT'tufte^telleiFS,  and  manv  more  of  the  fame  nature,  whq 
,    were  all  grc^ily  reforted  unto  by  the  poj^ulace,  ever  fond 
.   pf  pryiiig  into  futurity,  and  of  every  thing  that  fooiihed 
their  favourite  paiGlions ;  though^^  in   matters  of  greater 
.   pipmeht,  they  were,  perhaps.,  forced  to  receive  their  di- 
rections from  their  pi^ir^ipals. 

Hitherto  w-e  have  avoided  meddling  with  the  com- 
iponoplnion^  which  makes  the  devil  the  cau&  of  all  thefe. 
*  tfiifchiefs  :  ii  he  reatiy  was  fo,  what  we  ha.ve  iaid  will 
only  (hew  how  eafy  it  was  for  him  to  compafe  his  ^nd^ 
and  how 'i-eady  mankind  was  to  put  an  helping  hand  to  fhe 
work.     But  though  the  Scriptures  feem  pUiply  to,  inti* 

*  Genef.  spcxL  5j. 

■t    . 
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mate  a  kind  of  intercourfe  between  (bme  men  and  women, 
and  fome  kind  of  fpirits,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  Egypfim 
conjurers,  and  the  witch  of  Endor  ;  yet  we  do  not  find, 
that  the  devil  is  any«where  charged  with  having  debaudxd 
mankind  into  idolatry  or  witchcraft,  how  glad  and  wij  I 
foever  he  might  be  to  encourage  them,  after  men  M 
once  introduced  the  notion  of  them  into  the  world.  Tbs 
we  purpofely  take  notice  of,  becauTe  the  hypothefis  weare 
fpeaking  againft,  fuppofes  fuch  an  extent  of  power  in 
him,  as  would  be  highly  derogatory  to  the  divine  gpod- 
nefs,  whilft  it  left  the  bulk  of  mankind  under  a  fort  of 
inevitable  neceifity  of  falling  into  all  his  fixares,  with 
thofe  little  afliflances  they  had,  either  from  the  dimligte 
of  reafon,  or  the  book  of  nature. 

There  is,  indeed,  a  great  deal  of  difference  between 
fuppofing,  that  the  devil  firfl  blinded  mankind,  and  then 
led  tbem  into  all  manner  of  wickednefs  ;  and  faying,  that 
men,  having  fhamefully  corrupted  themfelves,  proccded 
from  one  wickednefs  to  another,  tiU  at  length,  being 
given  up  to  their  abominable  lufb,  they  became  the  flaws 
^f  that  evil  fpirit,  and  were  eafily  led  by  him  into  this 
excefs  of  impiety. 

.  W£  may  add,  that  mankind,  if  we  except  the  /ami- 
lies  of  a  few  patriarchs,  carrying  their  views  ilo  ferthcr 
than  this  life,  their  infatiable  defire  after  wealth,  their 
care  of  preferving  it,  an  unaccountable  itch  to  piy  into 
futurity,  and  the  like,  did  naturally  lead  them  into  all 
that  variety  of  fuperflitious  trafh,  we  have  been  fpeaiirur 
of.  Could  any  thing  therefore  more  efFedtually  cure  the 
Jfrailhes^  too  prone  to  imitate  them  in  all  thefe,  than  to 
make  their  worldly  happinefs  rife  and  fall,  according  as 
they  Ihev/ed  the  greater  abhorrence  or  fondne/5  /or  znq 
thing  that  bordered  upon  idolatry  and  witchcraft? 

Thus  then  the  antient  and  truly  religious cuftom of 
ratifying  oaths  and  contrafts  by  fuch  monuments,  which 
was  only  an  appeal  to  God's  all-feeing  eye,  infenJibly 
degenerated  into  the  groffeft  and  abfurdeit  idolatry,  under 
the  multiform  notion  of  guardian  idols  or  gods,  protcft- 
ors  of  houfcs,  lands,  kingdoms,  l^c.  Thence  fprung  the 
trades  of  conjuring  each  refpeaive  deitv  to  its  particuiar 
idol,  and  ufe  ;  of  foretelling  things  by  \  pretended  inti- 
macy with  thofc  deities  ;  the  art  of  ftar-gazing  and  aftro- 
logy  J  of  making  teraphims,  idols,  and  other  charms, 
ofttnfive  and  defenfive,  under  their  proper  conftellations ; 
with  the  whole  train  of  heathenifh  fuperflftion  forbiddca 
under  fuch  fevere  penalties  by  the  Jewijb  lawgiver. 

But 


XI 


APPENDIX.  401 

i',      :Bv  T  if.tbia  flbould  not  fufEciently  accoui^t  for  the 
u;  origin  of  witchcraft,  what  we  fhall  add  concerning  one 
•^  biranch  of  it,  as  yet  unmentioned,    may  perhaps  do  it 
y^  more  effib^tu^Uy  :  we  mean  the  heretofore  fo  much  boafted 
^  craft  of  inchahting  of  ferpents,  infomuch  that  we  read' 
•y^   of  twhole  nations  that  pretended  to  it ;  and  fome  learned  - 
J,   fathers  feexn  to  exprefs  fuch  an  admiration  of  it,  as  if 
;.    they  had  really  feen,  or  had  been  fome  other  way  fully 
."    convinced  of  it*    But  the  notion  muft  have  been  of  mUch 
i    cider  date,  fince  the  pfalmift,  fpeaking  according  to  the 
*     vulgar  opinion,   compares  the  fad  mifchiefs  of  an  evil 
tongue  to.thepoifon  of  the  deaf  adder,  thatftoppeth  her 
ears  againft  the  charms  of  the  moft  cunning  inchantcr  *w 
What  pains  hath  it  not  cofl;  fome  antient  fathers  ^,  and 
of  late  feveral  of  the  l^arn^d,  particularly  the  great  £0- 
£hart%^  to  find  out  a  ferpent  that  anfwered  the  charader 
given  here  by  the  pfalmifl  !    Deaf  ones  we  need  not  be 
at  a  lofs  for :  we  bive  a  fojrt  in  England^  which,  though 
iiot  cxaflly  of  the  fame  i\iiky  colour  with  thofe  of  our 
author,  but  rather  of  a  reddifh  copper  hue,  feem  to  ba 
quite  deaf,  and  their  bite  is  reckoned  mortal :  but  Davli 
fpeaksof.one  that  ftoppeth  her  ear  to  thecharmer^s  voice  1 
and  this  has  given  occafion  to  various  conjedures,  which 
may  be  heft  feen  in  the  author  himfelf.     For  our  part, 
we  fee  no  reafon  to  underiland  thefe  words  literally,  ^ny 
more^  than  if  he  had  compared  an  evil  tongue  to  the 
voice  of  a  fyreo,   the  claws  of  an  harpy,  the  eyes  of  a 
bafiUfk,  or  Qi  any  other  fabulous  creature  :  we  hope,  that 
in  neither  cafe  there  is  now  any  neceffity,  either  for  dis- 
proving the  reality  of  fuch  creatures,  or  for  vindicating 
the;  &cred  poet's  allufion  to  them.     All  that  we  pretend 
here  is,  to  inquire  how  the  notion  of  this  pretended  art 
came  to  be  introduced,  and  fo  univerfally  received  iff  the 
world  ;    and  this  cannot,   we  think,  be  done,  without 
fetching  its  origin  from  the  old  ferpent  in  paradife^^. 

And  here  we  need  not  obferve,  how  much  every  cir- 
cu^iftancjs.  in  the  biftory  of  his  feducing  the  woman  (his 
being,  according  to  the  common  verfion,  called  the  moft 
fubtile  of  all  creatures,  bis  being  chofen  by  the  devil,  as 
the.fitteft  inftrument  to, deceive  her,  the  curfe  pronounced 
againft  him  by.Gop,  aj^d  the  entity  entailed  between 

I 

*  Pfal.  Iviii.  4,  5.  .  ^  Orig.  Euseb.  in  Pfal.'llx. 

August,  jde  Gimef.  ad  Htt:  lib.  ix.     Reiponf.  ad  qare  L  44. 
Vid.  &  ScALiG.  de  antmat.  lib.  i.  <  De  animal,  fatr. 

lib«iii.  c.  6.  ^  Gen.  iii.  i. 
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hi  »tift'b«  fee<t)  might  tofttribate  (r>  the  notici*n»f  *i»-- 
pitmi  being  infefled  with  Tome  diabolical  pcfttf«oi;a  qua- 
tty,  Whicll  ma'le  ilicm  thus  dreaded  as  dcftruflue  ro 
fUnnkiml.  But  whst  we  would  firft  of  alt  take  ftoacerf, 
IK'  That  though,  in  our  former  account  of  our  firft  paren« 
ifedniSi^li ',  we  followed  the  current  of  all  verfions,  wiiich 
repcefeiit  (hat  reptile  as  the  moft  fubtile  of  all  licin'g  eta- 
lures'i  ya  the  term  a^'W  harumy  which  A^fti  then 
makes  ufe  of,  fignifies  quite  another  tbirg,  namelf,  in 
Its  primitive  (ignifieation,  naktd  :  accc^dingly  tie  fiij?,  in 
the  very  preceding  verfe,  that  our  firft  parents  wereCTony 
iarumim,  mkid  \  fo  that,  in  a  figurative  fcnfe,  it  my 
properly  enough  fignify  an  harmkfa  inoffenfive  creature. 
It  feema  even  probable,  that  the  facred  hidotian  taifi 
notice  of  thia  circomftance,  as  one  main  reafon  of  fw's 
being  fo  eafily  deceived  by  it  i  for  what  could  he  mon  At 
for  the  devil's  purpofe  than  fuch  an  one,  which  m^f^'- 
niihcd  wiA  nenhtfr  legs,  c!aw5,  horns,  or  any  oneMte 
pare,  evtr  for  it5  own  defence?  Had  it  been  rtjiif 
the  craftiriV  of  all  animals,  Adam  couiil  not  but  h»e 
kno\vn  it,  who  gave  them  all  names  according:  to  ihtlf 
"natures  ;  and  then  Evt  could  not  but  h.ive  been  fc/iiL-u- 

Boia  feVmkl'cbfeTrc^'  i-  Tftnr-lc  vmV'kJiiAf'tfi 
lukc^  defencelefi,  and  inoffmUvfr  appcannM,  tbdi^ 
adomsil,.  "perbaps,  with  airrhofe  bea^titfl  of  finpe,  co- 
lour, Knd  wings,  which  -^  mentioned  before^'  (indrrttat 
bead 'tv'that  girted  credit  WitK her  i  and,' air"I>iWWi«n- 
eya-the' ^am  ^erm  is  ufed  aft^rwarch'tti'fignif/vmnyr 
a»'it  (bractime*  doth,  it  is  only  the  wbrd  ftWii^  i«W 
iitfimflt,  ironically  applied.  '    ■  ' ,   .     ■ 

"  'cItftE'was  then  a  Creature,  whichi  f«tiii -batng  otigj- 
IitUy'ftsrmlefi  and  inotfenfivrf,  became  the  mdftrfange^ 
oua  and  Aesiiy  one  in  the  whole  creaiitsn  r  ^  4vonde(A4 
disnge  lei  nature,  to  atl  outward  app^riuft,  widiout 
cliKigroF  fiixpe ;  a  power  to  kill  iiifuft:d**tS-(ti  *iAwt 
the  addtctofl  of  any  offenfive  part ;  inflifting  a  fiire  »* 
fpeedy^'ii  painful  and  unicetWfttabU  dtatli+  andyrt  not 
»bi«  ttrgivo  <hc  body  a  greatfci?  woutid,  ^h*it  tfat^i 
fetfriingry  flight  prick. :  What'  could  an  infant  <tat\i  W- 
Uibute  all  tbffe  furptiliog  effeEls  fo,  but"/tt>  fome  dcaE; 

•iS«belbrei*Ai!f.i2j,ft*q^.-    •.    -  %  |b)4.  »,  i^,  & 
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<).ccu1t  qusJity  which  the  dcyil.  kft  behind  bioi  with  it  ?„. 
or  wJuit  could  be  mgre  apt  to  cQltivate  that  nolioiv  i£q 
liot  to  give  the^rii:  rife  to  it,  than  the  enmitfs  imajlodij 
between  mankind  and  the  ferpent,  after  cb^  propbeticr: 
fenfaof  it  lud  once  been  obliterated  with  tbe.£ur  grealeftj 
p^tot  the  world  }  and  whence  ihouU  they  expea  a  ttri 
mcdy  againft  t]^is(  fupf>pfed  preternatural  evil,,  but  froqi 
pretended  preternatural  snean^  ?  So  that;,  though  it  might, 
not  aduall^  at  firft  fend  men  to  the  devil  for  help,  (dt. 
charms  and  inchantments ;  yet  it  mijs^t  eafilv  induce  tbofe^ 
who  firft  found  out  ;a  cure  for  the  bite  of  itnoie  venomous^.' 
creatures,  to  aflume  to  themfelve^  fome  fupernatuial  &iIV 
in  ordgr  both  to  ptih  gjreater  credit  and  admiration  among 
the  people,  and  to  prevent  their  prying  too  narrowly  into 
theii;  fecrets.   i|ow4nM(:h  farther  thefe  pretended  incbantf - 
era  imprpyed  tfaia  AP^ion  of  a  preternatuial  dr  diabpbodd 
virtue  in  ferperiit^i^  ^bove  all  other  creatures,  if  phun^  iiomt 
tbl^  vaft  variety  of  furprifing  tricks^  wiuch  tbejr  attti^ . 
touted  to  them  ^ ;  one  pf  which>  and  that  not  by  farther: 
itiott,  je:^t^aordinary»  was  tliat  of  ftpppiag  t^ir  ears,  that* 
fbey  niight  be  proof  ag^inft,  all  in(:nantments  i .  mi  it  it'. 
ibi$  we  iha|]  i^ow  endes^vour  to  acicount  for.  .  ^ 

It  is  not  to  bq  doubted  •  but  Uiefe  cunning  artifis  bad  I 
acquainted  themfe^ves,  as  far  as  tliey  could^  with  aQths: 


Yfuripus  .kinds  of  ferpents  ;  fome  Oif  ,which»  fuch  as 
fpn^mbn  .fnakes,  h^uig  fouiid  to  be  perfe^y  harmkls,: 
might  ferv^  Cbez^  to  amufe  the  ignorant,  by  pretendio^ 
that  th^y  had  charmed  theni  into  that  inoSenhve  &niili«-. 
arity,  which  they  beheld  with  the  utmoft  wonder  ;  others  ^ 
of  a  more  dangerous  nature,  fuch  as  the  viper  or  adder^ 
^ut .  wl^ich  c^y  bite  when  hurt  or  provoked,  might  be* 
either  tamed  by  decrees,  and  by  gjentic  ulage,  or  rendered 
narmlefs  by  breaking  thofe  tWQ  teeth,   through  which 
they  injeft  ^their .  poifon  :  the  latter  therefore  might  Be 
ufed  aa  an  amu(cment,  and  the  former,  to  try  experiments^^ 
to  find  out  remedies ;  and  both  together,  to  cieceive.Chtf^ 
world*  by  ibewing  their,  pretended  capacity,  or  incapui^ 
to  hurt,  or  kill,  according  as  they  were,  or  were  noib^ 
inc;han(cd.     But,  as  they  found  their  remedies  inefTedt^' 
ia  many  caCbs,  and  ^nft  the  bite  of  fome  kind^of  (ei^ 

Eents,  they  had  no  other  way  to  feve  themf^ves,.  th»r 
y  ptfeteia^g,  t}\at  thpfe  haaa  particular  virtucisr  whiftb 

'  Vid.  auft.  fup.  citat.  &  Poiflpoif  ac.  dein-ant?  Tn^TftfeM. 
^ganogr.  Texeir.  hift.  Ferf.  Dblrio.  difquifit.  magic.  Sc 
^.  mult. 
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was  proof  againft  their  charms ;  and,  as  the  deaf  kiod  ii 
the,  moft  d^Iy,  and  hitherto  found,  tp  be  incuTabk,  ao- 
thing  could  be  more  natural,  than  for  the  pretended  ia- 
chanters  to  affirm »  that  their  charms  confiftM  in  the  foulKl 
of  certain  words,    pronounced  in  the  hearing  of  thole 
reptiles,    vrfiich    could  therefore  have  no  .  e&&  agaiuft 
theoi)  becaufe  they  had  the  fkill  of  turning  a  deaf  carlo 
xH^ou    Hence  came  the  notion  of  their  hearing  but  with 
one  e^r,  which  they  flopped  either  with  the  end  irf  thek 
tail,  or  by  laying  it  dole  to  the  ground,  whenever  they 
found  themfelves  in  danger    of  being  inchanted  ;  and 
many  others  equally  abfurd,  invented  on  purpofe  to  ac- 
count for  the  pretended  fuperiority  of  ikill  in  this  creaturei 
above  that  of  the  inchanter. 

Thus  we  hope,  that  the  hiftory  of  Jeuoh  and  hkni 
makes  it  at  leaft  very  probable,  that  idolatry,  with  all  its 
long  train  of  vain  and  abfurd,  of  vile  and  abomimbk 
attendants,  was  at  firft  foiiled  into  the  world  from  the 
primitive  notion  of  God's  omniprefence  ;  which,  through 
the  degeneracy  and  ignorance  of  the  ivorld,  which  could 
not  perfiaps  comprehend  the  poffibility  of  the  Deity  being 
prefent  and  attentive  to  every  part  of  the  creation>  branch- 
ed itfelf  out  into  that  infinite  multitude  of  deities,  of  va- 
ripus  fizes  and  natures,  asbeft  fuited  with  their  cornipt 
notions  and  morals.  We  may  add,  that  the  righteous  line 
of  Shem  is  not  the  only  people,  who  are  recorded  to  have 
preferved  this  pure  and  primitive  notion  ;  fince,  as  we 
obferved  formerly  •",  the  inhabitants  of  Thebais^  or  upper 
Egypt^  did  worfliip  none  but  the  Cnef^  ox  Supreme  Deity, 
whilft  the  lower  part  of  the  country  -was  immerfed  in 
the  groffefl:  idolatry.  How  far  the  early  notion  oi  %ocA 
and  bad  fpirits  might  further  contribute  to  corrupt  this 
pure  and  primitive  fenfe  of  God's  omniprefence,  and 
degenerate  by  degrees  into  a  belief,  that  they  were,  if  vt 
may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  the  eyes  and  hands  of  ^t 
Deity,  and  the  inftruments  of  his  favour  or  juftice,  we 
need  not  fay  :  and,  if  this  was  the  cafe,"  how  cafy  wis  it 
for  the  corrupt  phyfiologifts  of  thofe  times  to  turn  tkr. 
all  into  deities,  and  even  affign  them  their  feveral  pr^^- 
vinces  over  every  creature,  according  a^  they  found  it 
beneficial  or  hurtful  to  mankind  I  Hence  proceeded,;  mtn 
liJcely,  the  worlhip  of  crocodilesy  ibis^  rats^   eni^m^  gar- 

*  See  before,  vol.  ii.    p.  46^. 
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/rr>f,  and  many  more  among  the  Egyptians  izni  of  the 
hcaf?f*rdy"fedclie8,  both  by  them  and  the  I'eft  of  the  Woirld  •;  ' 
Now  « Ihere  5s  nbfliing  more '  plain,  than '  thaft  aM '  this 
infinke"  vaHetjr  of  fupcrftitions  Was  owing  to  that  Infa- 
tSabte  ddlrc  aft^  thofe  various  kinds  of  happinefi,  which 
thdi  vitiat^  tafte  made  them  feek  after,  according  t6  their 
diffwrcht  inclinations,  -from  thofe  imaginary  difpcnfcfs'  6t 
them*     So  that,  if  the  Ifraelites    could  but  haVe  kfe^t 
themfelves  wholly  free  from  it,  it  worid  have  proved^  Ae 
moft  eiFe^al  mekns,  perhaps,  of  recovering  the  reft  6F 
Itiailkind,    by  fetting  before  their  eyes  a  whole  nation 
enjoying  the  height  of  grandeur  and  happinefs^  riot  from 
thofe  fanfied  deities,  Which  engroifed  the  worfhip  of  Othei^ 
nations,  from  whom  they  were  fo  far  from  expefting  any 
bleflings,  that  they  had  both  them,  and  their  ftupid  vo^ 
taries,  in  the  greateft  contempt  and  abhorrence  ;  but  tinder 
the  influ«ice  of  the  only  fupreme  Creator  of  heavert  and 
earth,  whom  alone  they  acknowleged  to  be  the  botmdful 
giVer  of  all  good.    Here  then  was  at  once  the  fource  of 
their  guilt  and  uidiappinefs,  that  they  thwarted,  inftead 
of  complying  with,  the  defigns  of  Providence  ;  and,  by 
their  {hameful  imitation,  confirmed  other  nations  In  their 
delufions  and  idolatry,  whom  they  were  defigned  to  ciirfe 
hy  their  utter  deteftation  of  them. 

But  there  Wasifill  a  farther  aggravation  of  their  guilt 
and  impiety  ;  the  inhuman  cruelties  which  were  pra^ifed 
at  the  Wormip  of  fome,  and  the  filthy  and  unnatural  Cere- 
monies which  were  ufed  at  that  of  other,  of  thofe  lalfe 
deitiesi  All  thefe  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  to  have 
been  invented  by  crafty  and  defigning  men,  merely  to 
gratify  the  depraved  appetites  of  a  fenfelefs  vulgar,  inordet 
tp  make  it  fubfervient  to  their  more  latent  views ;  but 
when  they  came  to  be  adopted  by  GoD*s  peculiar  people, 
in  fpight  oF  all  his  moft  exprefs  prohibitions  and  threaten- 
jngs,  they  carried  a  much  higher  degree  of  guilt  in  them, 
becaufe  they  tended  to  Ciafl  a  double  diflionour  upon  hiiii, 
among  thofe  wifer  heathens,  who  were  ignorant  of  his 
fevere  laws  agaJnft  therfi,  and  yet  abhorred  them,  as  being 
manifcflly  contrary  to  thofe  of  reafon.  For  what  opinion 
could  they  have  of  the  God  of  Ifraelj  or  how  could 
they  believe  him  to  be  the  Supreme  Being,  and  yet  fuffe^ 
Tiis  people  to  commit  fuch  abominations  ?  Wnat  mtiffc 
even  the  very  IfraeliUs  thctofclves  think  of  him,  if  thfey 

•  Ibid,  467,  &  feqq. 
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<S^i33'fuppoie,  thiit  ht  i^pc^ld  ifldulgd  &icm  in  thofevny 
limfdties,  fcit  Wluch  he  ted  fo  leverel/  puhifficd  the  mt- 
tf6te,'>hofe  laiid  thejr  itow  inhabited  ?     ' 

To  ah  this  let  us  adit  their  obflttidti^  uM^elieT,  #1i«d 
l^^r^^  them  agaihft  the  ^oft  pth'etic  remMfhiirices, 
fotd  ^eadiul  threa^ing^,  of  ^eir  pfbphets,  whom  God 
1l^\  fehc  to  them  iipoh  all  fuch  dc!fc£libh$  ;  imd  y/Zko 
tuKf^  appeared  in  greater  number,  than  they  did  toiH^i^ 
the  approaching  captivity,  tirbich  thdr  oi^Itiplied  iitipi^ies 
Was  hadRening  upon  them,  and  prciv6S  at  laft^  the  only 
cfiefiual  means  of  curing  them  at  once  of  their  idot^ 
and  unbelief.  Whether  the  fe^erit^  of  their  thraldoiri) 
dfic  monftrous  variety  of  fuperftitiori,' which  they  Kefiekl 
athORg  the  Sabyloniansj  or  the  contihued  exhortations  ef 
MlUkiel^  and  other  prophets,  who  were  with  them  in  Ac 
captivity,  contributed  moft  to  thb  ektrtordihary  change, 
we  win  not  pretend  to  fay  ;  but  this  is  plain,  that,  ever 
lince  their  return  from  thence,  th^y  alwsys  exprtfled  the 
greateft  abhorrence  to  thofe  two  crimes.  Yet  even  in 
tbeCe  two  refpe£b,  they  feem  rather  to  have  gone  into 
the  other  extreme,  and  to  have  f^rove  only  to  atone  for 
former  faults,  by  running  into  others,  if  not  equal  in 
guilt,  yet  at  lean  equally  dangerous.  For  the  truth  of 
this,  we  fhall  at  prefent  refer  £e  reader  to  what  wc  QuII 
have  frequent  occafion  to  obfcrve  in  the  fequel  concerning 
them.  Thus,  for  iiiftance,  idolatry,  once  their  moft 
favourite  vice,  has  been  fince  held  in  fuch  abhcjrence 
among  them,  that  they  would  not  iloop  before  a  ibtuc, 
though  it  were  to  pluclc  a  thorn  out  of  their  foot.  Their 
hprrid  profanation  of  the  fabbath  is  charged  likewifc  on 
«fli  them  ;  as  a  crime  that  brought  ©»  that  fevcre  captivin- 
upon  them,  fince  which  they  became  fa  fearful  of  the 
leaft  breach  of  it,  that,  for  a  great  while,  they  would 
fufFer  their  enemies  to  furprife  and  butcher  them,  rather 
than  lift  up  a  hand  in  their  own  defence :  and  may  v« 
not  reafonably  fuppofc,  that  it  was  in  order  to  make 
amends  for  their  former  unbelief,  that  they   have  fmce 

frreedily  fwallowed  down  fuch  a  number  of  monftrous 
ables,  of  which,  thofe  wc  have  quoted  in  this  hifto.7 
put  of  their  Talmud ^  are  but  a  fmall  fcantling ;  and  prefer- 
red that  pretended  oral  law  or  tradition,  wherein  they  ^"-^ 
fuch  plenty  of  materials  to  exercifc  their  faith,  to  the 
facrcd  writings,  whtrein  they  find  little  .or  nothing  lii« 
it  r  Well  might  our  Saviour  charge  thole  of  his  time  wth 
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Jlralning^  at  a  gnatj  and  fwalUwing  a  camel ^,i  ;^q^.^ 
honeft  rahbi  oif  theirs  advife  them  tx>  infert  the  d^calic^p 
in  their  Talmud^  as  the  only  means  to  prevent  thaffi^OPitr 
ful  and  a)nK>ft  univerfal  breach  of  it  amongft  thfin^  • 

How£V£R,  it  behoves  us  to  fpare  and  pity  them.. M|i 
this  refpedt,  fince;  it  was  their  unaccountable  fond(ieJls/(pr 
thefe  traditions  above  the  facred  wiiting^»  that  Infpif^ 

.them  with  that  bitternefs  and  malice  againft  the  Meffiafip 
the  Redeemer  of  mankind,  which  made  them  perlccutp 
him  to  that  (hameful  death,  from  which  we  derive  bur 
freedom,  and  aflurance  of  a  better  life  \  efpecially,  iincie 
their  continuing  to  this  day  in  unbelief  affords  us  fo  irr 
refragable  an  argument  for  the  authority  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
jnent,  and  confequently  for  the  truth  and  divinity  of  the 
New ;  into  which  we  are  not  without  fome  fure  hppes 
ipf  their  being  admitted  in  God's  good  time  P«  ' 
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